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The Influence of the Daejyonggyo on the Establishment of the Northern
Military Administration Office Army (Bungnogunjeongseo)
—focusing on the activities of its president, Soe Il

SASSA, Mitsuaki

The number of anti-Japanese militant groups increased dramatically in the Gando
region during the March 1st Movement in 1919. The largest of these was the Northern
Military Administration Office Army, or Bungnogunjeongseo (formally known as the
Daehangunjongsoe). The Bungnogunjeongseo was the largest force on the Korean side in
the Battle of Cheongsanri, which is regarded by many Koreans as the greatest victory of
the anti-Japanese independence movement. This paper clarifies that this militant group
was founded upon the principles of the religious group, Daejyonggyo.

The Daejyonggyo was established in 1909 with the aim of re-inspiring the Korean
people’s desire for independence through worshiping Dangun, the legendary founder of the
Korean nation. The Bungnogunjeongseo was formed by Soe I1, a Daejyonggyo leader, based
on the Joonggwangdan, which was established in 1919. Soe Il was expected to take over the
Daejyonggyo as its second spiritual leader; he also served as the president of the
Bungnogunjeongseo. The majority of Bungnogunjeongseo membership was comprised of
Daejyonggyo believers, many of whom were former soldiers from the Korean Empire Army.
The Bungnogunjeongseo was organized like the armed forces, based on the Daejyonggyo
faith under Soe II's leadership. By binding religion and the military so tightly together, the
Bungnogunjeongseo was able to develop into an organization so well commanded that it

could effectively challenge the Japanese regular forces.
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