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Nomenclature

Contraction coefficient
Discharge coefficient
Container diameter
Outlet diameter
Functions

Friction factor
Gravitational field
Total liquid height
Head loss

Entrance coefficient
Tube length

Mass flow rate
Pressures, Fig. 1 and 2
Pressure drop, (Pl - P2)
Time

Discharge velocity
Liquid height

Jiovar? -1

Kinematic viscosity

Liguid density




Introduction

Full scale testing of large liquid propellant and oxidizer supply
systems can be time consuming, expensive, and in some cases inconvenient.
For these reasons it is frequently appropriate that scaled down labora-
tory models be considered. It might be desirable, for example, to as-
certain the performance of a large system in advance of its construction
in order to evaluate the soundness of a particular design or to provide
concrete evidence of the need for engineering changes if laboratory tests
on a model should indicate weaknesses in a tentative design. Where a
large scale system has already been built, the ability to predict overall
performance is not as important. However, in this situation certain
unexpected features of operational behavior in the large system may
become evident. 1If they do, then further study may be required to estab-
lish confidence in the existing system or to determine the necessary
changes which will eliminate any of these features which are found to be
undesirable. In cases such as this it may be more convenient, realistic,
and economical to simulate the actual system with a laboratory apparatus
of smaller size. There are some occasions when only a portion of a system

requires intensive study, and a scaled down laboratory model of an in-
dividual system component may allow large numbers of experimental nea-
surements to be obtained rapidly and easily.

In order to exactly duplicate the behavior of a large system with
a corresponding laboratory model, it is required that complete similarity
be achieved. This can sometimes be accorplished if fairly simple pro-~
cesses are involved. However, the task of attaining complete similarity
becomes increasingly difficult when a nuwber of physical phencmena all
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Effects of Longitudinal Vibration
on Discharge of Liquids from Propellant 'I‘anksl

ABSTRACT

A study of liquid discharge from a cylindrical container
exposed to longitudinal vibration is described. The experi=-
mental results presented reveal the existence of a flow retar-

dation effect due to vibration. The magnitude of this retar-

dation increases with vibrational acceleration level and
decreases with both the vibration frequency and with the outlet

tube length. Photographs showing some of the more interesting

visual observations are given. Possible causes of the flow

retardation effects are discussed, These are based on analy-
tically derived results and on evidence provided by the photo-

graphs.

This section of part II of the final report was pre-
Schoenhals, E. R, F. Winter. and

sented as a paper by R. J.

E. I. Griggs at the 1967 Heat Transfer and Flvid Mechanics
Institute, and published in the Proceedings of the 1967 Heat
Transfer and Fluid Mechanics Institute, Stanford University

Press, 1967, Stanford, California.
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occur simultaneously and interact with each other within a single system.

In the less conplex situations it is important that the similation be
made essentially exact in order to maximize the usefulness of the labor-
atory data. For the more complex cases, where exact simulation may ot
I’ attainable, it is important to evaluate the limitations of the labor-
atory simulation and to formulate a laboratory program which minimizes
these limitations as much as possible.

It is clear that the procedures outlined above can be carried out
effectively only if the similarity parameters have been obtained and if
the relationships between them have been roughly established, perhaps by
means of approximate analytical techniques or from previously obtained
experimental measurements. The second point is very important if exact
similarity cannot be achieved. 1In this situation similarity should be

maintained with respect to those parameters which are daminant, and

should be sacrificed only with respect to those parameters which are known

to havwe a minor effect within the range of operation considered. The

present investigation was undertaken in order to provide:

1. A better understanding of the similarity relationships associated

with some of the fluid dynamics phenamena occurring in propellant

and oxidizer supply systems.

2. A basis for obtaining a given amount of needed information
fram a minimum of simlarity experiments conducted with scaled
laboratory models.

3. A basis for obtaining maximum information from a given nuvber

of similarity experiments conducted with scaled laboratory

models.
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4. A basis for suygesting improved techaiques that may facilitate
future similarity investigations whose goals are related to
any of the threc items above.

This paper describes results obtained from a similarity study of
gravity ard pressure driven discharge of liquids from propellant supply
ccntainers. The similarity parameters derived should be applicable to
systems of complex geometry (Fig. l). For purposes of simplicity, however,
the experimental and analytical results were dbtained for a simpler
geometry (Fig. 2) in order to werify the significance and importance of
the similarity parameters, and to establish the validity and limitations
associated with the approximate analytical solutions. The experimental
and analytical results make it possible to estimate the performance of
the nore complex systems such as that shown in Fig. 1. Only single

phase fluid flow conditions are considered.

Pnysical Effects Associated With Single Phase Discharge

In this section the major physical effects associated with single
phase discharge are discussed briefly, and the problem definition is
given for the situations illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2. Forces act on
the fluid to produce fluid acceleration during the discharge process.

The various kinds of forces, and the corresponding two types of fluid

acceleration that result from the aqtion of these forces, are indicated
in Table 1.
The poundary forces (forces perpendicular to the walls) are suffi-

cient to prevent the fluid from moving normal to the boundaries, the

oconfining structure being considered rigid. Gravity and the extemal
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pressure drop (from the top to the bottom of the fluid colum) contribute
to dowrnward acreleration of the fluid column, while viscous forces impede
this acceleration. Conwective acceleration is associated with the change
in velocity of a fluid particle as it travels fram a region of one velo~
city into a region having a different velocity. Thus, conwvective accel-
eration can be produced even if the flow is steady. Local acceleration
of the fluid is associated with the time varying, or transient, condition
of the flow. This acceleration, at any point in the system, is equal to
the time rate of change of velocity at that point. The two acoeleration
contributions, when added together at any particular point in the system,
give the actual acceleration of the fluid particle passing through that
point at a particular instant of time.

In general, the pressure drop across the system, (P;-P;), may vary
with time. The effective gravitational field, g, may also vary in accor-
dance with changes in wehicle thrust. If local pressures are low erough
cavitation may occur. Surface tension effects may conceivakly e important
if the system dimensions are small enough. Also, in practical applications
the valve setting may vary with time. This, however, amunts to a time
varying change in the system geometry and is beyond the scope of this
paper. In order to keep the discussion brief, the pressure drop, AP,
and the gravitaticnal field, g, are *aken «s constants. Surface tension
and variable valve settings are omitted. Phenumena associated with
cavitation are not considered. It should be mentioned at this peint
that sinilarity studies of other phenomena occurring irn propei’unt supply
systems have been reported by a number of investigators. For example,

Nein and Thompson [2) have presented similarity results frcm a study of
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cryogenic propellant tank pressurization in which heat ard mass transfer

were considered.

Similarity Parameters

Application of dimensional analysis to the single phase situation

(Figs. 1 and 2) gives rise to the following dimensionless parameters:

M __ , dirensionless mass flow rate

¢ +29h

t , dimensionless time

2;%9- , ratio of pressure head to initial hydrostztic head

C}_’%@, a characteristic Reynolds number

Consideration of these quantities, together with the various combinations

of system dimensions (Figs. 1 and 2), results in

m =F[ t  P/eg dV2gh h D E] (1)
i%i_{ '-2; v2h/qg h v d 4 d

This result can also be expressed in terms of the instantaneous liquid
height, y, rather than the mass discharge rate, m, provided that the

liquid surface remains planar. This leads to

(2)
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Notice that parameter, :P/ugh, gives the driving effect due to the
external pressure drop relative to that produced by gravity. | This sim-
ilarity parameter, therefore, provides a comparison of de of four types
of forces indicated in Table 1. Similarly, the reciprocal of d v/2gh/
provides a measure of the impeding viscous forces relative to the gravity

forces.

Experimental Results in Terms of Similarity Parameters

Discharge experiments were carried out using two different containers
having inside diameters of 9" and 18" respectively. The containers were
designed so that discharge tubes of various diameters and lengths could
be attached. Orifice plates with several different opening diameters were
also provided in order to simulate conditions corresponding to discharge
tubes having very short lengths. Various external pressure drops were
used. This was accomplished by increasing the container air supply pressure,
P , above atmospheric pressure or by reducing the discharge pressure,

P, , below atrmospheric pressure, or by cambinations of both. Same of the
tests were conducted with no external pressure drop, for the case where
P,=P,. With the arrangement indicated above, all of the dimensionless
parameters could be varied one at a time.

Both water and glycerin were used as test fluids so that a large
range of Reynolds numbers could be conveniently covered. The containers
were made of plexiglass so that the liquid level was clearly visible.

Fluid height measurements were obtained by both visual and photographic

methods. The visual measurements were made by attaching graduated paper

strips to the exterior of the container wall. The zero coordinate was
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set at the initial position of the fluid surface, and surface heights
were marked at fixed increments of time. This procedure gave a permanent
record of the fluid surface height decrease as a function of time.

For the more rapid discharge processes a movie camera was used. The
camera was operated at a fixed frame rate. At the exact instant the dis-
charge process was 1nitiated the lighting system was actuated, thus mark-
ing the initial frame at which the discharge process was started. Fluid
height as a function of time was cobtained from the film. This was done
by counting the number of frames which were exposed during the period from
the initiation of discharge until a particular fluid height of interest
was reached. The nunber of frames exposed was then converted to elapsed
time.

Typical experimental results which illustrate the qualitative effects
of the various similarity parameters are shown in Fig. 3. Increases in
AP/cgh produce corresponding increases in the rate of discharge (Fig. 3A).
A similar trend occurs with increasing d v2gh/v (Fig. 3B), an effect which
is associated with a relative reduction in the influence of fluid viscosity.
Variations in h/d were found to have a lesser effect within the opeiating
) ranges investigated (Fig. 3C). Decreasing the discharge outlet diameter
relative to the container diameter (increasing D/d) produces a retardation
in the discharge rate (Fig. 3D). Increasing the discharge tube length
relative to its diameter (increasing L/d) also produces a retarding in-
fluence due to an increase in fluid friction (Fig. 3E). The above remarks
and the typical results shown in Fig. 3 briefly sumarize the qualitative

effects associated with variations in the sewerai similarity parameters.

It is reasonable to assume that when (h-L)/d is small, i.e., of the order
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of unity or less, the close proximity of the liquid surface to the con-
tainer exit strongly influences the streamline pattern. In this range
variations in h/d affect the discharge rate significantly (see Fig. 3C).
For the more practical operating ranges investigated, which are associated
with larce values of (h-L)/d, variations in h/d produce no significant

effect on the discharge rate.

Analysis and Experimental Verification

A nurber of analyses were carried out which vary ir camolexity, in
the geometry associated with the system being studied, and in the physical
effects accounted for. The simplest of these analyses involved application
of Bernoulli's equation .to an assumed ideal fluid in the absence of an
external pressure drop. This kind of physical model accounts for boundary
forces, gravity forces, and convective fluid acceleration. But it fails
to account for forces due to fluid viscosity and system pressure drop as
well as fluid inertia associated with local acceleration (see Table 1).

The results obtained, for both liquid height and for mass flow rate, are

3 .
1- (g—)t —~— ﬂl\'ﬂ 1 = 1 - (; t ) (3)
/ \Yi: o & VZh‘g
T "2
; 2
X_l1- (l t ] (4)
Yoy h;g,

“

Since 3} is defined as Y (D/d)" - 1, the above expressions are consistent

with the similarity parameters previously given. Due to the conditions

assumed in the derivation, however, AP/pah and dv2gh/v do not appear.




L/d and h/d also have no effect on the results according to this highly
simplified method of prediction.

The additional physical effects in Table 1, not accounted for by
the physical model described above, were introduced one at a time to obtain
predictions of the relative influence of each of these effects. In reaiity
the local fluid acceleration dominates over convective acceleratior during
the initial portion of the discharge since the discharge rate is zero at
the very start of the process. During this period the inertia associated
with the fluid local acceleration produces a retarding effect. The time
duration of this period is small, however, and its effect on the overall
discharge process is very slight unless the discharge diameter becomes
sizeable relative to the container diameter. This is illustrated i-
Fig. 4, which contains results determined by incorporating the local
acoelerat“;ion effect into the simplified physical model described above.
With L/d=0, the corresponding equation of motion for the fluid, from which

these results were calculated, is

Syl {«s
A 1 db}{}
SR LS ST v . =0 (5)
gfl t - 4“’4 d‘_]f_ t
dif /ngj th L’ v2h/g

Additional analytical predictions were abtained for the general case of
discharge through a tube of any length which acoounted for local fluid
acceleration as well as for all of the other physical effects listed in
Table 1. Typical results from these more extensiv: analyses are illus-

trated in Fig. 5.

Experimental data and analytical evidence of the type given in
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Figs. 4 and 5 indicate that errors in prediction of discharge rates re-

sulting from omission of the fluid local acceleration are wery small for
system geometries typically used in practice (large values of D/d, which
lead to correspondingly large values of ). If local acceleration is
omitted from consideration, the resulting physical model is called "quasi-
steady” (see the lowest curves in Figs. 4 and 5). Hence, an analysis
based on such a quasi-steady model, and incorporating all of the remaining
physical effects listed in Table 1, was carried out. In this analysis a
discharge coefficient Cp, was utilized which allows for the possibility
of fluid contraction at the exit in addition to accounting for the influ-
ence of viscosity. The discharge cocfficient is the ratio of the actual4
discharge rate to the idealized rate predicted for the same situation,

but with viscous and contraction etfects omitted. The calculation of the
idealized rate accounts for both gravitational and pressure driving effects.

Thus, the following relations are obtained:

h =, PR V2gly + IP/nq) (6)
L.
w=c. P gy ¥ iB/g = ) (N
=C. 7 vegly + AP/pg h.L ‘

where CC is the contraction ooefficient and hL is the head loss due to
viscosity, (K + fL/d) V’/2g. K is the loss coefficient for the discharge

tube entrance and f is the Darcy-Weisbach friction factor for the tube.

C
C

CD=/ [K+ﬂ/d] : (8 ,
1+ | ——=—|c 1
1-(@m"]e 1 .

For orifice type discharge (L/d very small), Vennard [3] has




presented an erpirical curve giving Cp in tems of a Reynolds number whick
was modified to {&/2gh/v) /y/h + "P/ogh for application to the present
problem. 1In addition, Vennard suggests nominal o values of 0.61 when
contraction occurs and 0.80 for very short tubes when contraction is absent.
Sabersky and Acosta [4] give the corresponding nominal values of 0.60 and
0.82 respectively. For discharge through a tube (L/d>-1), the fluid
normally fills the tube at its outlet, and Cc=l in Equation (8). Streeter
[5] gives a nominal value of 0.5 for K, and f can be cbtained from the
Moody Chart [5]. For very short tubes, fL/d is negligible campared with

K in Equation (8) which yields CD=0.82 for Cc=l, K=0.5, and d/D<<1. Thus,
the value of S obtained fram Equation (8) for very short tubes is in good
agreement with the coxrésponding nominal values recommended by Vennard

{3] and by Sabersky and Acostai4].

Since the friction factor, £, is a function of the instantaneous
tube flow Reynolds nunber, which is dependent on the discharge rate given
by Equation (1), it follows that f should in reality depend on all of the
similarity paraneters appearing on the right hand side of Equation (1).

It can be shown by dimensional analysis (and it follows partially from
some of the preceding dJ:.SCUSSiOHS) that K, Cor and CD are all tentative
functions of these same similarity parameters. T-us, any analysis which
incorporates the use of the discharge coefficient is implicitly in agree-
ment with the similarity relationships given by Equations (1) and (2).

Although information for f is available from the Moody Chart (5],
further details concerning the influence of the various similarity para-

meters on the remaining quantities were not found in the literature. For

example, as the liquid surface approaches the container exit there is an
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alteration of the streamline pattern in this region. It is expected that

this would have an influence on Ce and 5 for orifice type discharge as
well as on K for tube type discharge. Thus, h/d should be important in
the range where (h-L)/d is small. A similar argument suggests that D/d
should have an effect on these quantities when D/d is a small number.
Similarity information on all of the desired effects such as these appar-

ently is not available.

A In many actual situations where h/d and D/d are quite sizeable,
effects such as those described abowve are very small. Thus, the use of

the nominal values previously discussed does not produce a severe practical

A

limitation. This was a procedure followed in the present research for

(L T R

prediction purposes. CD was taken to be close to 0.8 for orifice type
discharge and K was taken as 0.5 for discharge through a tube. C, was
normally assumed to be unity while f was obtained for smooth tubes from
the Moody Chart [5]. With taese values, CD was calculated from Equation
(8) for discharge through a tube. This required estimating the order of g
: magnitude of the discharge rate in advance for the purpose of calculating
Reynolds numbers to be applied to the abscissa of the Moody Chart. Since
the instantaneous tube flow Reynolds number varies with time during the
discharge process, it follows that £, and hence Cpr vary also. In most
of the situations for which prediction was attempted, the variations of
f and Cj were found to be guite small over the major protion of the dis-
charge period. This made it possible to estimate the maximum discharge
rate expected, to cbtain from this rate a Reynolds number, and then use

the Moody Chart to obtain an average f value for the entire process.

This value, in turn, was used to obtain a coxresponding average value for
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Cy from Equation (8). Equation (6) was then employed to obtain results
These relations, derived

similar to thouse given by Equations (3) and (4).

with CD assumed constant over the discharge period, are

(
m Dt (9)
— =C 1+ =] —
e[ E B
y T % ¢ | (% e
=1-2 1+ L f Y ] + |—= | (10)
Ogh b v2h q! !‘ 3 y’i—h7§)‘

These expressions, when utilized with CD values dbtaired as described

above, provided good predictions of experimentally obtained discharge re-

sults. Typical comparisons of experimental data with these analytical
predictions are given in Figs. 6 and 7. Notice that Equations (9) and (10)
explicitly contain all of the similarity parameters appearing in Equcotions

(1) and (2) except for L/d and h/d. However, CD is related to L/d by
Equation (8), and is usually a weak function of -h/d unless (h-L)/d is very

i small. Within this approximation, then, Equations (9) and (10) are con-
sistent with Equations (1) and (2).

Resume

In this paper results dbtained fram dimensional analysis, from

experiments, and from analytical techniques have been correlated for single
It is cbvious from these re-

phase discharge of liquids from containers.

ki, BT

sults that good predictions of actual system performance can be obtained
using straightforward procedures. These analytical predictions could be

b s
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extended over wider ranges of the similarity parameters than were verified
experimentally in the present study. However, the accuracy of such pre-
dictions would be in doubt unless further experiments covering these
extended ranges were carried out. In particular, the variation of the
discharge coefficient needs to be investigated over a broader spectrum of
system‘geonet;ies and transient flow conditions. Efforts along these lines
are currently in progress and will be reported at a later date. Attempts
will be made to develop convenient engineering correlations, in terms of
the similarity parameters, which will predict discharge behavior over
extremely large ranges of these dimensionless groups for single phase flow.
Since cavitation, causing two phase flow, and some degree of vortex
action were both abserved during a few experiments, investigations were
initiated in order to study these phenaomena. The onset of cavitation was
predicted analytically in terms of the appropriate similarity parameters.,
This prediction was verified experimentally for a particular system geo-
metry. The investigations of cavitation and vortex flow are being con-

tinued.

il siiia
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FIG.1 ILLUSTRATION OF FIG.2 SIMPLIFIED GEOMETRY

A LIQUID DISCHARGE

SYSTEM

TABLE 1

FOR ANALYTICAL AND

EXPERIMENTAL STUDIES

PHYSICAL EFFECTS

Forces

Boundary Forces

Gravity Forces

Forces due to External
Pressure Drop

Viscous Forces

—Produce—

Fluid Acceleration

Convective Acceleration

Local Acceleration
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INTRODUCTION

Part II of this Final Report on "Improved Fluid Dynamics
Similarity, Analysis and Verification" is entitled EFFECTS OF
LONGITUDINAL VIBRATION ON DISCHARGE OF LIQUIDS FROM PROPELLANT

TANKS. It consists of two publications and a Master's thesis.

Because of this there is a separate page numbering system for

each section of the report. Each section is self-contained

and has its own Table of Contents and all of the other necessary

information.
In the first section a study of gravity and pressure

driven discharge of liquids from propellant tanks is described.
In particular, the similarity parameters cescribing such dis-
charge processes were obtained by means of dimensional analy-~
sis. Some analytical results, incorporating the various phy-
sical effects of importance, are presented graphically in terms

of these similarity parameters. Experimental data are also

plotted graphically in order to verify the similarity parameters,
to indicate the operating ranges for which these parameters are
important, and toc evaluate the accuracy of the analytical re-

sults. This investigation was the starting point for study of

the influence of vibration on discharge of liquids from pro-

pellant tanks,
The influence of vibration was specifically studied in a




subsequent investigation which resulted in a publication in
the Proccedings of the 1967 Heat Transfer and Fluid Mechanics
Institute, and that publication forms the secornd section of
this report. It treats discharge of a liquid from a cylindri-
cal container whith is exposed to longitudinal vibration. The
experimental results presented reveal the existence of a flow
retardation effect due to vibration. The magnitude of this
retardation increases with vibrational acceleration level and
decreases with both the vibration frequency and with the outlet
tube length. Photographs showing some of the more interesting
visual observations are given. Possible causes of the flow
retardation effects are discussed.

Some of the questions raised in the second scction and
left unanswered were subsequently studied in a research project
leading to an MSME thesis, which forms the third section of this
report, Of primary interest was the retardation of flow from
discharge tanks éubjected to vibratory motion. Comparisons of
analytical and experimental data exhibit fair agreement in the
low frequency range. An explanation is given for the flow re-
tardation based on the decreased average pressure measured at

the inlet to the discharge tube.

B




A Similarity Study of Gravity and Pressure Driven

Discharge of Liguids from Propellant Tanks1

ABSTRACT

A study of gravity and pressure driven discharge of
liquids from propellant tarks is described. Similarity para-
meters obtained by means of dimensional analysis are given.
Analytical results, incorporating the various physical effects
of importance, are presented graphically in terms of these
similarity parameters, Experimental data are also plotted
graphically in order to verify the similaritv parameters. to
indicate the operating ranges for which these parameters are
important. and to evaluate the accuracy of the analytical re-
sults. The results presented can be used for making engineering

determinations of propellant supply system performance.

1 This section of part II of the final report was pre-
sented as a paper by E. R. F, Winter and R, J. Schoenhals at
a meeting of the American Astronautical Society in Huntsville,
Alabama. and published in the Proceedings of the Southeastern
Symposium on Missiles and Aerogpace Vehicles Sciences, vel, I,

December 1966, Huntsville, Alabama, pages 48-1 to 48-13,
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NOMENCLATURE

wave velocity

discharge cnefficient

container Jiamete:

outlet diameter

functions

vibration frequency

acceleration level, gv/g

effective gruvitational field

v vibrational acceieration amplitude
initial liquid height

discharge tube length

mass flow rate

B - 9 O W

oscillating component of pressure

o

ullage pressure
outlet pressure

pressure drop. (Pl - P2)
time

liquid height

Jora)d -1

kinematic viscosity

liquid density

angular frequency, 27f
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INTRODUCTION

The influence of structural vibration on fluid flow bahavior
is of considerable intereat in liguid propellant rocket technology

since some of the existing high thrust systems are known to under-

go severe vibration during flight (1). Such vibration can cause

considerable surface sloshing in the fuel tanks of liquid pro-

pellant rocketr, and thes2 phenomena have been extensively invest-

igated {2, 3). In certain cases self excited longitudinal oscilla-
tions have been attributed to strong periodic variations in engine

thrust which are caused by the combined dynamic interaction of the
In view

enyine, structure, and propellan. supply system (1, 4).
of the importance of these problems it appears desirable to obtain

information concerning the possible effects that vibration may

have on liquid propellant and oxidizer supply rates.
This paper describes results obtained from a study of liquid

aischarge from a cylindrical container subjected to longitudinsl

Figure 1 shows the system under discussion. The

vibration.
liquid surface is initially at height, h, and transient discharge

of the liquid through the outlet occurs. At any given instant of

time during the transient period the amount of liquid :onnining in

g
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the tank is given by the liquid surface height, y. The effective

gravitational field, g, includes a contribution due to the
steady component of vehicle acceleration for any situation
where tne simp.ified model (Figure 1) is used to simulate an
actual propellant supply system during flight. in this study
the effectiva gravitational field (earth's gravity only), the
ullage pressure (PL)' and the outlet pressure (92) ware each
maintained constant throughout the transient discharge process.
An experimental and analytical investigation has previously
been carried out for the system shown in Figure 1 without con-
sideration of vibratory effects (5). For an incompressible
liquid and a rigid confining structure in the absence of vibration,
dimsnsional analysis ~ives the dimensionless mass flow rate in

terms of similarity parameters:

(1)

. =F [ - egﬁea

d J2gn
2 ! J
o) vZgn van/g

=N }-4
olu
ot
w. -t

This result can also be expressed in terms of the instantaneous
1iguid height, y, rather than the mass discharge rate, @, pro-

vided that the liquid surface remains planar. This leads to

Y _ o [t AP/pg 4 W2gh h D g] (2)
h 2 L ¢t h ! v a a a

J2n/g




Typical experimental data from Reference {5) are given in Pigure
2. These data are plotted following the representation indicated

by equation (2). They illustrate the Jualitative effects that

each of the dimensionless similarity parameters has on the liquid

surface height vs time curve. Also, fairly straightforward analy-

tical procedures were developad based or simple physical models,
and these were found to predict the measured data reasonably well.
Typical comparisons of measured data with the corresponding analy-

tical predictions are reproduced from Reference (5) in Figures

3 and 4.
The present investigation was a logical outgrowth of the

similarity study described above. Attention is now directed to-

ward the addition of sinusoidal vibration in the longitudinal

direction, as shown in Figure 1, and what influence it might have

on the rate of discharge as compared with the non~-vibratory

situation (Figures 2, 3, and 4).

EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS AND PROCEDURE

An experimental apparatus was designed and constructed for

studying the discharge process under vibratory conditions. Most

of the essential features concerning handling of the test liquid

and introducing vibration are shown in Figure 5.

The cylindrical fluid container was transparent so that

visual cbservation of the test fluid was possible. It was mada

from a 4' long section of 9" diam2ter plexiglass tubing (&" thick
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wall) which was attached to a 1k" thick plexiglass plate at the
bottom. This plate was fitted with an adaptor so that discharge
tubes of different diameters could be attached. Another plexi-
glass plate at the top contained two rittings for attachment of
the test fluid inlet line and a pressurized air line. The latter
was ugsed for test runs at elevated ullage pressures., Metal tie
rods between the top and bottom plates reinforced the fluid con-

tainer which was riocidly attached to a supporting structure

connected to the vibrator table. The electrodynamic shaker system

used had a force capacity of 5000 lbs., and when the vibrator
table was oscillated vertically this motion was transmitted
through the supportinc structure to the fluid container. Aan
accelerometer mounted on the container base was used to monitor
the vibrational acceleration amplitude. The signal from the
accelexometer wus also observed with an oscilloscope for verifi-
cation of an essentially sinusoidal waveform. The input fre-
quency was accurately measured by means of an electronic counter.
During each experimental run the test fluid drained into a
receiving vessel which was supported by a stationary frame
attached to the housing of the shaker. A sight glass on the
receiving vessel was used to observe the amount of liquid drained

from the vibrating fluid container at equal time increments

during each transient test run. Por each test a strip of pape:

it mumww L
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with graduated markirgs was attached with tape to the sight glass
so that the instantaneous liquid height in the receiver vessel
covuld be observed and marked on the strip at specified values

of elapsed time. Thus, a permanent record of receiving vessel
liquid height vs time was obtained for each run in the form of

a paper strip with height markings corresponding to known values
of time,

Before each test run the receiving vessel liquid height was
broucht to a predetermined reference level, A paper strip was
then attached to the sight glass with the zero marking at this
level. Each of the other graduated markings then corresponded
to a particular decrease in liquid surface height in the fluid
container. The calibration between the graduated markings and
the decrease in liquid surface height was carefully determined
under non-vibratory conditions before any or the test runs were
performed.

During vibratory tests the liquid surface in the fluid con-
tainer moved up and down due to vibration, and in some situations
considerable sloshing occurred. The method used, however, gave
neasurements of the amount of liquid drained from the vibrating
container. This method was accurate since the liquid level in
the stationary receiving vessel remainaed relatively quiescent,

although it rose steadily, even in the more severe cases of
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violent sloshing in the vibrating fluid container. Use of the pre-
determined calibration with the markings made on the paper strips
ylelded idealized y-values corresponding to a smooth horizontal
surface (see Figure 1l). For those cases in which slcshing was
present, each y-value corresponded physically to the liquid surface
height that would be obtained for that specific time if both the
vibration and the discharge were instantaneocusly terminated so
that the liquid surface could become level. Thus, the y-values
obtained have physical significance in that they are proportional
to the volume of test liquid remaining in the fluid container even
for those situations where sloshing occurred.

A plug at the lower end of the discharge tube was used to
prevent the liquid from draining before each test was started.
As soon as the chosen vibrational conditions were obtained the
plug was removed to begin the transient discharge process. Time
was measured with a stop watch, and the corxresponding marks were
made on the paper strip. At the end of each test the vibration
was stopped and the paper strip was removed. The valve in the
drain line was then opened so that the ligquid could pass to the
overflow vessel until the liquid level in the sight glass reached
the zero reference. At this point the valve in the drain line

was closed, the plug was inserted at the lower end of the discharge

tube, and a new paper strip was attached to the sight glass in




preparation for the next test run.
Figures 6 through 10 contain some of the experimental data

obtained using water as the test fluid. These data were non-~

dimensionalized and plotted fcllowing the procaedure indicated

in Figures 3 and 4. Values of the various non-vibratory para-

meters used are given in the captions. These can easily be

converted to a dimensionless form if desired in accordance with

the pattern indicated by equation (2) and by Figure 2. Figures

11 through 19 contain photographs of some of the more interesting

visual observations obtained using water as the test fluid. All

of the results are discussed in the foliowing section.

DISCUSSION OF RESULTS
Figures 6A through 6D clearly show that the flow was retarded
by vibration, and the amount of retardation increased with the
vibrational acceleration amplitude (given as a dimensionless ratio,
In addition, the retardation for a given G-level

G = gv/g).

decreased with rising frequency. This is also illustrated in

Figures 6E and 6F which contain crossplots of the data appearing

in Figures 6A through 6D for G=1 and for G=5 respectively, with

frequency as a parameter, Since the data shown in Figure 6 were

obtained with an L/d ratio of only 4, this case is refexred to as

a short discharge tube situation.

Figure 7 shows the effect produced when the discharge tube

'*"“"“”‘""““"*"“““Mmi(mmﬁmww%ém@w
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was lengthened from 2" to 12", giving an L/d ratio of 24, 1In
obtaining these data the initial ligquid surface was at the same
height above the container bottom (44") as in the case associated
with Figure 6. However, with L=12" instead of 2" the outlet was
10" lower so that the h-value was increased from 46" to 56". The
other parameters were maintained identical to those indicated in
Figure 6. The curves of Figure 7 exhibit trends which are quali-
tatively like those of Figure 6, but the retardation magnitudes
are very much reduced. Thus, according to ligures 6 and 7 the
length of the discharge tube, or more appropriately the L/d
ratio, is a very important parameter in determining how strongly
the discharge rate is affected by the imposed vibration,

Experiments equivalent to those associated with Pigures 6
and 7 were also performed using a smaller diameter discharge tube
(d=%") and with all other conditions being the same. The retard-
ation trends and the orders of magnitude were about the same as
those indicated in Figures 6 and 7. For the sake of conciseness
these data are not included in this presentation.

One difficulty was encountered in conducting the experiments
agsociated with Fiqures 6 and 7. At low frequencies and high
G-levels rather sizeable surface motions were observed (Figure 11).
The transverse inertia of the fluid produced a low amplitude,

slowly varying, periodic side motion of the upper portion of the
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fluid container during the early part of the discharge timg period
when the liquid column was relatively high. This resulted from :
a coupling between the longitudinal motion imposed on the system

and a nonlinear subharmonic response of the liquid, an effect

which is well known and has been studied previously (2, 3). At

ﬁigher frequencies the liquid surface remained relatively level

so that large scale surface motions and severe sloshing did not

occur. However, in some cases small droplets were continuously

ejected from the surface forming a fairly continuous upwazd

spray (Figure 12), Each droplet would merely fall back to the

liquid surface, perhaps after striking the container wall or

top. Any influence of this kind of surface behavior certainly

had no appreciable effect on the discharge rate. At the higher

G-levels bubbles often formed in the liquid, producing two phase
conditions, either at the top of the liquid column or further

down - rsegions far removed from the liquid surface (Figures 13

and 14). 1In some cases 2 sincle cavity formed at the bottom where

the cylinder wall was attached to the base (Figure 15). These

phenomena have all been observed previously and are described

elsewnere (6-12).

In order to avoid the small amplitude side motion of the

upper portion of the fluid container (described in the previous

paragraph) additional experiments were carried out using a smaller
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initial liquid height. This virtually eliminated the problem
associated with container side motion, even in the presence of
severe surface motions which occurred at low frequencies and high
G-levels. Except for this favorable difference, the visual ob-
servations obtained were qualitatively the same as those described
in the previous paragraph. Experimental date for a 26" initial
liquid neight are shown in Figure 8. Corresponding measurements
{not shown) were obtained with L=12" instead of 2" (h=36" instead
of 26"). All of these data exhibited the same trends and about
the same percentage effects as those shown in Figures 6 and 7.
Thus, the subharmonic side motion observed in connection with
figures 6 and 7 was not a major factor contributing to the retard-
ation effects shown.

One of the more pertinent questions at this point is associ-
ated with whether or not a sloshing surface can have an appreciable
influence in producing flow retardation. The data shown in Figure
6 through 8 did not answer this question since the operating range
of appreciable retardation effect coincided with the ranga in
which sloshing was observed (low frequencies and high G-levels).
In order to provide further information a styrofoam float was
placed on the ligqui2 surface (FPigure 16) in order to prevent

sloshing, and a set of experimental measurements was obtained.

Some of these data are shown in Figure 9B. Comparison of these

B
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curves with those shown in Figure 9A reveals that there were no
major differences. Hence the sloshing effects at the liquid
surface nhad essentially no influence in producing discharge flow
retardation.

Experiments carried out at elevated ullage pressures

(Pl > P, in Figur2 1) revealed a lesser retarding influence of

2
vibration as compared with corresponding experiments conducted
with zero pressure drop. The data shown in Figure 10 are typical
of those obtained during pressure driven discharge. It appeared
from the measurements that the generally faster rates of discharge
resulting from sizeable pressure drops caused any retarding in-
fluence of the vibration to be almost negligible by comparison.
Figure 17 shows a uniform discharge stream in the absence
of vibration, and Figure 18 shows how the stream was typically
altered to form a pulsating type flow in the presence of vibration
having a sufficiently higli G-level. Such a pulsating pattezn
undoubtedly occurred due to the presence of a sizeable pressure
amplitude at the bottom of the vibrating fluid container near the
entrance to the discharge tube. It should be noted, however,
that the time averaged flow for a pulsating stream did not

necessarily exhibit a stronn retiérsdation effect compared with

the corresponding no vibraticr situation. This was particularly

evident when a long discharge tube was used (Figure 7).
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when a short discharge tube was used a spreading discharge
stream composed of liquid droplets was often observed (Figure 19).
With this kind of flow pattern the discharge tube was probably
not full of liquid. This would amount to a reduction in the
corss-secticnal area of the discharge stream, and a correaponding
decrease in the effective contraction coefficient to a value
considerably below unity. Flow pat*erns of the type shown in
Figure 19 were often present in those situations in which size-
able vibratory effects were measured (Figures 6 and 8), and a
reduction in the discharge stream area appears to be a most
plausible explanation for the retardation obtained.

It is appropriate at this point to consid2y thz system from
an analytical viewpoint to see what further explanations of fluid

z behavior can be established. Consider an incompressible liquid

being discharged under the influence of a gravitational field, g,

in Pigure 1). 1In the absence of vibration the

only (Pl = P2

quasi-steady flow rate, according to the Bernoulli equation, is -

R O RS £

proportional to /yg. If vibration is now imposed, then the
resulting gravitational field acting on the fluid is (g + g, c€os we).
For very low frequencies the fluid responds to the tima-varying

field in a quasi-steady manner, and the instantaneous flow rate

is proportional to Vy . lg + g, cos wt| . By integrating this

expression over a complete vibration cycle the time averaged flow
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rate can be obtained, and this can be compared with the corres-

ponding steady flow rate in the absence of vibration. The results

of this procedure show a retarding influence of vibration due to
the nonlinear square root relationship between instantaneous flow
The

rate and the combined gravitational-vibrational forc: field.

amount of retardation increases with G-level as indicated in

Figure 20 in agreement with the experimental data., However, the

predicted retardation values given in Figure 20 are somewhat

larger than the corresponding experimentally observed values

(Figures 6 through 9). This is understandable since the analyti-

cal prediction shown is valid only for very low frequencies, and
is restricted to a liquid with a horizontal free surface inside

a rigid container, As frequency increases the fluid can no

longer respond to the vibration in a quasi-steady manner due tc

its inertia. Accurate analytical predictions accounting for a
frequency dependency due to fluid inertia would most prubably
show lesser retardation effects than those given in Figure 20.

It should be pointed out here that a general relationship account-

ing for these inertia effects, as well as all of the other para-

meters, would be of the form

Y. p t , AP/E.‘ g._g_..m' .}l' P.' E’.' G £ ,Eh/g (3)
h 3 [J5E7; h v d” 4" a ]

where G and £v2h/g are the dimensionless vibrational acceleration
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amplitude and frequency respectively. This expression follows
the form given in equation (2). It should be valid for an

incompressible single phase fluid in a rigid container exposed

to vibration even if the free surface does not remain horizontal,

provided that y/h is interpreted as the fractional portion of

the in.tial liquid remaining in the container (as discussed in

the previous section dealing with experimental procedure).

Within the frequency -~ange investigated experimentally the

systcia did not ,ehave as an incompressible fluid - rigid container
combination for most of the cases studied. Therefore. analytical

attempts based on the kind of model just described were not

pursued further. However, it is revealing to consider the longi=-
tudinal one-~dimensional wave behavior of a compressible fluid

in a cylindrical container with elastic walls which is closed at

For this situation the oscillating

the bottom (10, 11, 12).

component of pressure at the container bottom, if dissipation

effects are neglected, is given by

pg C oo
“r tan t—ig—kll cos Wk, (4)

P =
o]

C is the longitudinal wave velocity of the system which was found

to be about 1000 fps for the experimental system used provided
that no bubbles were present as shuwn, for example, in Figures

When bubbles are present in a ligquid the compressi~

13 and 14.
bility of the fluid column is increared, and this causes a
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rsduction in the wave velocity. The variation of pressure ampli-
tude with vibrational frequency, as given by equation (4), is
shown in Figure 21.

The first resonant frequency is obtained from equation (4)
as wW(y-L)/C = /2 where large pressure amplitudes can result
even if 9, is not laxge. The pressure amplitude for a given gv
value decreases as the vibrational fr¢jiency deviates from
resonance. Above this resonance there is a phase shift of 180
degrees. The lowest resonance encountered during the experimen-
tal runs (in the absence of bubbles) was in the neighborhood of
60 to 70 cps, and corresponded to the largest liquid height. As
the liquid height decreases the first resonant frequency increases
according to the expression given above. The higher resonant
frejuencies (second; third, and so on) were always well ahove
the vibration excitation frequency used.

At near resonant conditions actual pressure amplitudes are
lower than predicted by equation (4) due to energy dissipation
(10, 12). 1In the present study fucther reduction probably
occurred since the fluid container was not closed at the bottom.
Thus, the discharge opening in the center of the bottom plate
provided a direct path to the atmosphere for pressure release,

and this probably caused considerable attenuation of the actual

pressure amplitudes at the container bottom in the experimental
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apparatus. In addition, bubbles were often present in the liquid

and were unevenly distributed during many of the experimental test

runs. 7This creates another complicating factor which would cause

furthes inaccuracy in predicting actual system behavior with any

simplified analytical mcdel. Neverthaless, equation (4) provides

a starting point for constructing qualitative explanations of
the observed pulsating flow patterns shown in Pigures 18 ¢:d 19,

as well as establishing a basis for a more ccmplete and detailed

study of these phenomena.

CONCLUSIONS

A study of the discharge of liquid from a cylindrical con-

tainer subjectea to longitudinal vibration has been performed,

Flow retardation effects as high as 3N% were measured using a

length~to-diameter ratio of 4, The magnitude of the retardation

was found to increase with G-level and decrease with freque .:y.

The retarding influence of the vihration was greatly reduced

when the L/d ratio was increased. The effect of vibration was

also strongly reduced when the ullage pressure was increased.
Sizeable surface motions and sloshing were found to produce no
appreciable contribution in causing the retardation observed.

At the higher G-levels used bukbles were present in the liquid

in accordance with observations reported by previous investigators,

but they were not usually located in the immediate vicinity of tne

container outlet.

g L
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An analytical prediction for very lcw frejuencies exhibits
a retarding influence in qualitative agreement with the trends

observed from the measurements, hut the measured retardation
This prediction, if extended,

effects are smaller than predicted.
A more refined §

should be attenuated with rising frequency.

analytical approach rejuires consideration of the compressibility

of the liquid column and how it is affected by the elastic deform-
ation of the container walls. An analytical prediction accounting
for these effects is available from previous studies of containers

The actual pressure amplitudes at the

closed at the bottom,
bottom were probably somewhat lower than the values given by the

idealized expression due to the influence of dissipation, the

effect of the dischuarge opening, and the presence of bubbles in

the liquid. 7These items are presently under study and will be
However, use of this simplified

reported upon 2t a later date.
expression suggests that strong pressure variations can exist

near the entrance to the discharge tube, which explains the prob-

able cause of the strongly pulsating flow patterns cbserved

photographically.
The largest retardation effects were measured in the presence

of strongly pulsating flows which tended to break up into streams
of droplete diverging from the outlet. One of the most plausible
explanations of the retardation in these cases appears toO be a

reduction in the cross-sectional area of the liquid stream.
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Large Surface Disturbances Produced By Vibration

Figure 11.
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Figure 12. Ejection Of wuLiquid Droplets From The Surface
At Higher Frequencies




Figure 13.

Bubble Formations Near The Liquid

Surface
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Figure 14. Bubble Formations Far Removed From The
Ligquid Surface




Figure 15.

Single Cavity Formed At The Container Bottom
Adjacent To The Cylindrical Wall




Styrofoam Float Used To Prevent Sloshing At
The Liquid Surface
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Figure 17.

Discharge Stream In The Absence Of Vibration
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Figure 18.

Pulsating Discharge Stream Induced By
Vibration
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Figure 19.

Diverging Discharge Stream From A Short Tube
Induced By Vibration
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Liguid Discharge from Tanks Subjected to
Forced Longitudinal Vibrationl

ABSTRACT

Results of an investigation of discharge from vibrating
discharge tanks are presented in this study. A primary okjec-
tive of this research was to explain the retardation of flow
from discharge tanks subjected to vibratory motion previously

found. Mcasurements are presented describing the effect of

sty et e

various vibratory conditions on discharge. An investigation
was made of the pressure amplitulcs at the bottom of a con-

: tainer with a closed discharge tube. Measurements were also
made at the same position during discharge. Both the discharge
and the no discharge pressure amplitudes are compared with pre-
viously obtained analytical results. The functional dependency
of flow retardation on vibrational acceleration level was ex-
perimentally determined. Experimental results were obtained
for very low frequencies (5 cps) and higher values (30 cps).
The measurements are compared to a previous prediction which

is valid for low frequencies, The variation of the time
1

This section of part II of the final report was pub-

lished as a Master's thesis on "Liquid Discharge from Tanks
Subjected to Forced Longitudinal Vibration” by James Allen
Pesar, School of Mechanical Engineering, Purdue University,
Lafayette, Indiana, June 1968.
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ii

averaged pressure at the discharge tube entrance was measured
for both vibratory and nonvibratory discharge. The measure-
ments indicated a decreased average pressure at the discharge
tube inlet during vibration. An explanation is given for the
flow retardation based on the decreased average pressure

measured at the discharge tube inlet.
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1., INTRODUCTION
The influence of a vibratory environment upon liquid
propellants is becoming increasingly important in rocket
technology. Large rockets are known to undergo severe
structural vibration during flight. This vibration is known

to cause considerable surface sloshing as well as large
moments which effect vehicle stability (1, 2)®. It has been
found that when cylindrical discharge tanks are exposed to
longitudinal vibration, there is actually a retardation of
flow which can be attributed to the vibration (3). Experi-
mental results indicate that the magnitude of this flow re-
tardation increases with increased vibrational acceleration
1avel and decreases with increasing frequency when the
vibrational acceleration level is maintained constant.

In the investigation reported here, an attempt was made
to explain the flow retardation described in Reference 3. It
was found that the average pra2ssure occurring in the dis-
charge tube inlet is lower when vibration is present (see
Figure 1). This appears to be the most feasible cause of

the retardation effects observed previously.

Numbers in parentheses refer to Bibliography.
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In the discharge experiments performed, the test fluid
used was water. Experiments were conducted for vibratory
discharge conditions and for vibratory situations in the
absence of flow. The experimental results are presented in
the form of plots of dimensionless liquid height as a function
of dimensionless time, dimensionless pressure amplitude as
a function of frequency, and time-averaged pressure at the
discharge tube entrance as a function of time. Where possible,
these results are compared with previous predictions and
with results of further analysis carried out as part of this
research.

A brief discuszion of a previous attempt to explain
the retardation of Reference 3 is given first. This is
tollowed by a review of some of the pertinent literature,

a description of the experimental apparatus and procedure,
an analysis of discharge under vibratory conditions, and
finally a presentation of experimental results and com-

parison with theory.
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Figure 1. 8implified Geometry of Discharge Container
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2. BACKGROUND OF THE PROBLEM

Originally the test apparatus employed by Schoenhals,
Winter and Griggs was used (Figure 2). The inlet to the
discharge tube was modified in such a way that pressure
measurements could be made there, The measurements were to
be made using variable-capacitance diaphragm type pressure
transducers. They were mounted in such a way that there
éas ro relative motion between the transducers and the vibrat-
ing discharge tank. They were also mounted so that the
diaphrégms were subjected to only pressure forces and not
to forces caused by the vibrational acceleration level main-
tained orn the discharge apparatus. The resulting pressure
fluctuations recorded were in many cases not repeatable,
and no correlation could be made using the data obtained.

It was felt that the inconsistencies found in the re-
sulting data could be attributed to one or both of the follow-
ing conditions:

(A) In mounting the pressure transducers, it was

often necessary to use copper tubing which was

10 to 12 inches in length. The effect of this

extra length on the pressure measured by the

transducers was not known (see Appendix &).
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(B) The test section supporting structure was
constructed of long, slender members which were
subjected to considerable flexure (Figure é).

Because the supporting structure was not rigid,

there was often considerable lateral motion in

addition to the longitudinal motion imposed. It

was found that the discharge tank was subjected

to both rotation about its axis and tianslation

perpendicular to its axis. An accelerometer

was mounted perpendicular to the direction of

vibratory excitation, and in the worst case

it was found that the magnitude of acceleration

perpendicular to the longitudinal motion was even

greater than the input acceleraiion,

With these two conditions under consideration, a new
test section was designed and built (Figure 3). This new
test apparatus had all of the capabilities of the earlier:
one. Also, it was possible to measure the pressure fluctua- ;;“

tions using piezoelectric type pressure transducers. Using

this improved apparatus, the experiments of Schoenhals, et al.,

were repeated and pressure measurements were simuitaneously

made during the liquid discharge.
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3. LITERATURE SURVEY

With the a4vent of large multistage liquid fueled
rockets, a great deal of interest has arisen with regardvtd
the behavior of liquid fuel systems during flight. Fuelw aniz
oxidizer tanks are of particular importance because of their
effects on vehicle stability. In certain éases self excited
longitudinal vibration has been attributed to strong periodie
variations in engine thrust which are cauéed by the combined
dynamic interaction of engine, structure and propell#ht'
supply system (1, 4). |

Abramson (2) has reviewed much of the work done on the
behavior of liquids exp;sed to vibratory environments.

Ponder, Blount and Fritz (5) have studied bubble
coalescence in a longitudinally vibrated liquid contéiner.

An analytical method was developed to predict the inception  '““
and growth rates of gas #nd vapor bubbles. Bleicﬁ (G)Fhas;i>r
investigated the basic equations go§e€ning the mn“iéﬁ of .
small gas bubbles in a liquid in the preSEnee of iibrat}on}

The mechanism whic~ causes bubbles to move contrdry!t6;>

gravity is also explained. The eyelie migrétiga'ef‘bubhlg?ffffl""

clusters in a vibrating liquid column has bsen iayggtigatéé fjf'
by Buchanan, Jameson, and Odjbq (7),, x;ﬁ, ‘5459933‘1(3)fl§€ig ;”

Schoenhals and Overcamp (8, 10) have also investigated bubbla
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behavior under the same conditions. Buchanan, et al., have
developed an equation which accurately predicts the minimum
frequency required for bubble migration. Baird (11) has
investigated the dynamicz of large bubbles formed in a high
viscosity liquid.

In addition to the study of bubble motion, Schoenhals
and Overcamp (9, 10) have measured and analytically pre-
dicted the pressure distribution in vertically vibrated
liquid containers.

Dodge, Kana, and Abramson (12) have analyzed liquid
surface oscillations in rigid cylindrical containers exposed
to low frequency vibration. They have presented an experi-
mental and analytical study of the nonlinear liquid surface
sloshing and jump-phenomenon which occur when a confined
liquid is subjected to forced longitudinal acceleration.

Fashbaugh and Streeter (1) and Lehner (4) have develop-
ed analog methods to solve the partial differential equations
of continuity and momentum describing the unsteady flow
occurring in the propulsion system of a rocket during flight.

Winter and Schoehnals (13) have performed a similarity
study of gravity and pressure driven liquid discharge from
propa2llant tanks. The study was done using discharge tanks
with simplified geometries. The instantaneous liquid height
was found as a function of various similarity parameters,
namely dimensionless time, pressure drop, and various geo-

metric parameters. Experimental results were presented in




£
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the form of plots of instantaneous dimensionleés liquid
height versus dimensionless time, and these were compared
with analytically predicied results., Test fluids associated
with high Reynolds number (water) and with low Reynolds
number (glycerin) were used in the experiments.

Schoenhals, Winter and Grigg< (3) have investigated
the effect of & vibratory environment on the discharge of
fluids from discharge tanks of simplified gecmetries. ‘It
was found that there is a flow retardation caused by the
vibratory conditions. The magnitude of this flow retardation
increases with increasing vibrational acceleration level at
constant frequency, and decreases with increasing frequency
at constant acceleration level. An investigation of the
physical phenomena accompanying discharge under vibratory
conditions was also conducted. Photographs depicting the
violent surface sloshing, and the formation and migration
of bubble clusters were presented. Results of discharge
experiments were given by means of plots of the instantaneous
dimensionless liquid height versus dimensionless time. Using
a visco-elasrtic model, a prediction of the dimensionless
pressure amplitude (independent of vibrational acceleration

level) was given as a function of dimensionless frequency.

—
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4, EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS AND PROCEDURE

4.1 Introduction

In order to experimentally investigate discharge from
tanks subjected to longitudinal vibration, it was necessary
to design and construct a specializsd apparatus., As explain-
ed previously, it was desirable to use an apparatus as rigid
as possible. A method of measuring the pressure in the
discharge tube inlet with both piez;electric and diaphragm
type pressure transducers was incorporated into the inlet
design. An auxiliary tank for making flow rate measurements
during vibratory experiments was designed and installed

(Figure 4).

4.2 Overall Vibratory System and Control Equipment

Vibratory excitation of the test apparatus was supplied
by means of a 5000-pound-force electrodynamic shaker system
(Figure 1). The system consisted of a Ling-Callidyne Shaker
(Figure u4), and a Westinghouse Industrial Audio Amplifier,
Type FG-11. The shaker was controlled using an MB Electronics
Company Automatic Vibration Exciter Control, Type N-572
(Figure 4). With this vibration control, it was possible

to set and maintain a given vibrational acceleration level

and frequency during each discharge experiment. The
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vibrational acceleration level was monitored with a Briiel
and Kjeser Type 4334-150025 accelerometer (Figure 5). The
electric charge generated by the accelerometer was converted
to voitage and displayed using‘an Unholtz-Dickie, Model
8PMCVA Charge Amplifier (not shown). The inpu: frequency

was accuratel& measurgd using é Computer Measurements

Corporation Model 226-~A Universal Timer-Counter,

4.3 Test Apparatus

4,.3.1 Supporting Structure

The test apparatus was rigidly attached to the Qibrafor
table of the shaker by means of eight ik inch diameter
twelve inch long A-325 aluminum rods (Figure 5). A 1% inch
thick aluminum plate was bolted to these supporting rods.
Using % inch diameter brass rods, the bottom plate ;nd top
plate were held in position with the discharge tank held
between them. These brass rods served the dual purpose of
holding the discharge tank in position, and of giving the

system added rigidity.

4.3.2 Discharge Tank

The discharge tank was constructed using a twelve inch

idtsside diameter, % inch wall thickness plexiglass cyliunder
twenty four inches ia length (Figure 5). The cylinder was
held between two 1¥%iuch plexiglass §1ate;f§y the b:aas~rod§‘i'

previously described.. The top:platé had a"gpecially adapted  fi»

fixture to enable the tank'ta_beAfilled‘w;thdghé test fldid.f”;i
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A splash guard was also installed to keep the water from
splashing out during the early stages of diécharge. The
bottom plate had a hole in it so that the discharge tube
adaptor could be installed and held in posifion. Both the
bottom and top plates contained machined grooves in which the
plexiglass cylinder was placed. A rubber gasket was used in
each groove. These served as conmpression gaskecs and as

seals against leaks.

4.3.3 Discharge Tube

The discharge tube adaptor was made from plexiglass

plate and tubing (Figures 6 and 7). The tube was X inches

in diameter and 6 inches in length as measured from the top

of the bottom plate. Pressures were measured at two locations;
in the discharge tube, and at the tank bottom near the entrance
to the tube (Figure 7). Pressure measurements were made

using two types of pressure transducers. The piezoelectric
type (Kistler, Model 701A) was mounted in the adaptor plate
itéelf: The variable capacitance diaphragm type (Pace,

Model P7D) had to be mounted on an auxiliary plate which

was rigidly bolted to the aluminum rods described previously,

(Figure 5). The Pace Transducers were connected tc the

discharge tube by means of % inch diameter copper tubing

(Figure 6).
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Kistler
f Pressure Transducer
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Figure 6. View of Pressure Transducers and Discharge Tube
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Figure 7. Discharge Tube Adaptor With Pressure Tap Positions
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k.,3.4 Auxiliary Tank

The auxiliary tank used for measurement of the liquid
Leight as a function of time consisted of a plexiglass:
cylinder 9 inches in diameter (Figure 4). A Pace pressure
transducer was located at the bottom of the tank. With this
transducer, it was possible to find the height of water in
the auxiliary tank. During discharge experiments, water
from the discharge tank flbwed from the fest cylinder into
the auxiliary tank. The pressurs at the bottom aof the
auxiliary tank was recorded as a function of time using the
Sanborn Recorder (Figure ")T Since there was a definite
relationship between the pressure at the auxiliary tank
bottom and the height of liquid in the discharge ta#k, the

liquid height was known as a function of time.

4.4 Procedure

Before each discharge experiment, the liquid height in
the auxiliary tank was brought to a predetermined reference
level. The pressure at the auxiliary tank bottom was then
recorded on a Sanborn Model 184-100B Four Channel Recorder
(Figure 4). The pressure signai from the Pace transducer
was conditioned using a Pace Engineering Compﬁny Carrier
Demodulator, Model CD10 b;fore being inthoduce&‘igtﬁ the

Sanborn Recorder.

The discharge tank was filled to a prsdetermiﬂed initih},iwf:

height of either 28 or 17 inches. The shgker systeﬁ'uqs

il
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activated. The vibrational acceleration level and input

frequency were set using the vibration control (Figure 4).

The input frequency was accurately checked with the electronic

counter. The acceleration level was monitored with an
accelerometer (Figure 5). When both the acceleration and
frequency level were adjusted to the desired values, dis-
charge was initiated.

The time-averaged pressure and the pressure amplitude
in the discharge tube inlet were measured with: two different
pressure transducer systems (Figure 6 and 7), The Pace
system was similar to that employed in the auxiliary fank.
In order to obtain the time-averaged pressure acting in the
inlet, an electrical filtering system was employed. Tﬁis
system could be switched on or off during discharge experi-
ments thus giving either time-averaged inlet pressure or
the pressure amplitude, whichever was desired. The pressure
amplitude was measured using a Kistler Preésure Transducer
Model 701A (Figure 6). The charge generated by the pressure
transducer was converted to voltage using a Kistler Charge
Amplifier, Model 504 (Figure 4). The signal was then dis-

played on a Tektronix Model 502A Dual Beam Oscilloscope

(Figure 4).
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5, ANALYSIS

5.1 Introduction

Two separate analyses of the physical phenomena en-
countered are presented in this section. The first is an
analysis of discharge from‘a liquid discharge tank which is
vibrating at low frequencies. D'Alembert's principle is
employed in this analysis. The resulting expression is one
which predicts the time averaged mass flow rate of fluid
from a vibrating discharge tank. This time averaged value
is compared to the flow rate from a stationary discharge
tank, and a prediction is made as to the functional dependence
of the flow retardation on the vibrational accelerati>»n levél.

The second analysis yields a prediction of the pressure
amplitude at the bottom of a closed container. Studies of
this type have been given previously and are cited in
References 3, 8, and 9. Only the pertinent features of the
analysis are presented here. The dimensionless pressure
arnlitude is given as a function of the dimensioniess

angular freguency.

5.2 Quasi Steady Analysis

Consider an incompressible fluid being diécharged in

a quasi steady manner from a discharge tank oscillating at

i L

i
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very low frequency (Figure 8). The velocity of a fluid
particle of mass m, moving with respect to the fixed coordinate
system, 1is V- The velocity of this particle with respect

to a coordinate system moving with the tank velocity v is

tl

v The velocity of the fluid element v is the vector

ft* £

sum of the absolute velocity of the tank v and the relative

P
velecity Veer

V. = v. + v (1)
The equation of motion of the particle for the y

direction is

T dvf d
DFyemge = mogelvg v oved (2)

Here the vector symbols are deleted since only the y direction
is considered. The only forces acting on i“e particle are
the nrnet pressure force, Fp’ the net viscous shear forqe, Fs’
and the gravitational force, mg. Thus equation 2 can be’

written as

d - T -
moge (vy + ve) = F, + Fg - mg (3)
dv dv
ft _ t
or m —g— = FP +Fo-mg-mg— . (4)
dvt
I is the acceleration of the vibrating tank, and is
equal to g, cos uwt. Now,
dvft
m—d—t—-=Fp+Fs-mg-mgvcoswt (s)
dvft '
or LI Tl Fp + P - m{g + g, cos mt] (8)

A
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The term (-mgv cos wt) is the D'Alembert force, i.e., the
effective body force acting on the fluid particle caused by
the acceleration imposed on the discharge tank.

Now consider an incompressible fluid being discharged
under the influence of a gravitational field g. 1In the
absence, of vibration the quasi steady flow rate, according
to the Bernoulli equation, is proportional to /E;. When
the tank is vibrated the effective body force field acting
on the fluid in the container is (g + g, cos wt) according
to Equation (6). If the oscillations are of very low
frequency, the fluid responds to this gravitational field
in a quasi-steady time varying manner. Again employing the

Bernoulli equation, one obtains the result thut the instan-

taneous velocity is proportional to rYy|g + g, cos wt]. Thus
the instantaneous mass flow rate is proportional to the

instantaneous velocity;

maov o Yylg + g, cos wt] . (7)

If the instantaneous mass flow rate is integrated over the
complete vibration cycle, the tire averaged value can be

obtained as
]

el

2
Ly 3% J Yylg + g, cos wt] dloet) (8)
)

If this relation is integrated over the completed vibration
and compafed with the result for g, = 0, a prediction of

the flow retardation is obtained. The parcont retardation is

|
|
1
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™no vibration ~ “vibration (9)

m

Percent Retardation =

no vibration

Equation (9) may be written as
2t

5% J Yylg + g, cos wt] duwt)
0 (10)

Percent Retardation = 1 -

YEY

or ; n

f

Percent Retardation = 1 - 5% ' /11 + G cos wt| d(wt)(ll)

o

L

This procedure has been carried out by Schoenhals, Winter,
i and Griggs (3). This prediction is presented in Figure 9.
£
§ 5.3 Pressure Amplitude at the Bottom
g of a Closed Container

Consider the longitidinal one-dimensional wave behavior
of a compressible fluid in a cylindrical container with
elastic walls. (For a detaileus analysis, see References 3,
8, and 9.) TFor the container shown in Figure 10, the

equation of moticn is

2=t ity (1)
at X '

P S | ()
B .

P

5]




10 M

Ty

SR U BT R B

Wyt

i

25
T 1 kL [} i 1 1 1

100} -

o0 -

= 80+ ~
pd
w

& 70F’ ,,,,,f,—w”—dﬂ—"":
(8
Wl

o eq -
&

P oo T
S

T 404 -
o

w30 -
x

= 20- -
9

ok i

. | i 1 1 i 1 1 1 i
0 ! 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Figure 9.

Analytical Prediction of Flow Retardation
At Very Low Frequencies

T —




Ul Lod Lkl L2 2L LLLL2LZLZZ2Z L2 2 2.2 2222 272)

{

[}

y

MLl Ll ALl L2 2222222222227 Trooy )

FE T PP TP R L) FORO TN S PR o UM TR R e AR LT R I S T

)

iwt

«ssis R s B LI B e i B dhas

Container Geometry Used in Analysis

Figure 10,




27

WO

In Equation {2) a is the acoustic velocity for the fluid; B
is the fluid bulk modulus; D is the cylinder diameter; E is
Young's mndulus for the container and s is the thickness of

the container wall. The boundary conditions are

, i Y )
- ‘: -Ex —; (0’ t) - Pu (3)
and Y(y - L, t) = v e'¥" (%)

L

The solution to the boundary value problem is of the form

Y{x,t) = Yo(x) + Yl(x,t) . (5)

The pressure distribution is cbtained by differentliating
the solution Y(x,t). The pres.ure distribution at any

position x is given by

OB S I R RSB i et

(e sin m: iwt .
px,t) = Pu + pgx t pgv\;-} T olv-L) e (s}
cos
C
The pressure distribution at the container bottom (x = Y-L)
is given by
. (C) sin M(c-L) iwt
: (y-L,t) = P + pg(y-L) + - e (7)
Ply-L, pPELY g T wly-L)
u viel Loe W % L |

The steady component of pressure consisgts of two parts, the
ullage pressure, Pu’ and the hydrostatic pressure, pg(y-L).

The real part of the oscillating pressure, Py» is given by

P = pgv(ia[tan 9£§;£l] cos wt. (8)

o

T S —
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. of the dimensionless angular frequency, Ei%lkl, was presented

|

This result was obtained by Schoenhals and Overcamp (8, 39).
It is valid,provided that no bubbles are contained in the
fluid., If bubbles are present, the oscillating component

of pressure is altered,

The first resonant frequency is obtained from Equation

(8)., It occurs when 8&%:&1 z % + The pressure amplitude

becomes very large at resonance, even if g, is small. The
P
dimensionless pressure amplitude, °E ;—L s as a function

V'

by Schoenhals, Winter and Griggs (3), and is illustrated in
Figure 11. For the system used in the present study the
resonant frequency was about 170 c¢ps, and for all but a few

discharge experiments the resonant frequency was well above

the imposed frequency;
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6. RESULTS

6.1 Introduction

The data obtained from measurements performed are
presented in this chapter. Results are first given in the
form of plots of dimensionless liquid height versus dimension-
less time. Then, experimental measurements of the pressure
amplitude at the inlet of the discharge tube are plotted
for both transient discharge and for a closed bottom contain-
er in the absence of flow. Predictions of the total dis-
charge time, as determined from the analysis of Reference 3
are compared with the corresponding total discharge times
observed experimentally. Finally, measurements of the time
averaged pressure at the discharge tube inlet during dis-

charge are presented,

6.2 Measurements of Liquid Height As a

Function of Time

The measurements described in this section qualitatively
agree with those obtained by Schoenhals, Winter, and Griggs
(3). In Figures 12 and 13, the retardation effect of in-
creasing G-level on the discharge process is iliustrated for
various frequencies of vibration. 1In Figures 14 tarough 21
the data has been plotted to show the attenuating effeczt of

frequency.

2
=
§
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Figure 15. Variation of Dimensionless Liquid Height
With Dimensionless Time for Various Frequencies
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6.3 Measurements of Pressure Amplitudes

Experiments were first performed with the discharge
tube closed so that no flow from the tank occurred. The
measurements were repeated for the discharge situation by
simply opening the discharge tube. Measurements were made
at two positicns, namely in the entrance region of the
discharge tube, and at the tank bottom very close to the
discharge tube entrance.

In Figures 22 and 23, the pressure amplitudes measured
at position 1 and 2 respectively, are compared with the pre-

dictions for a c¢losed bottom container (Figure 11). These

PRI

measurements were obtained by first filling the discharge

tank to a specified level and then beginning at low frequency
(5 cps), increasing the frequency up to 200 cps. The first
natural frequency was encountzred at about 175 cps. The
natural frequency is indicated by the large pressure amplitudes
which have been discussed in Section 5.3. Figures 22 and 23

contain the comparison of the experimental data with the

closed bottom prediction.

Experimental verification of the one dimensional wave
theory (3, 8, $, 10) by varying the liquid height, y, is
presented in Figure 24. In these experiments the dimension-
less frequency was varied by varying (y-L). The pressure
amplitudes measured at position 1 follow only the trend of
the analytical prediction and only for values of Eﬁ%;&l > 0,50,

When Ei%:ﬁl'< 0.50, the dimensionless pressure amplitudes
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at position 1 increased with decreasing dimensionless frequency.
For transducer position 2, the trand is the same as predicted
over the entirj range of dimensionless frequency, although

the measured values are slightly lower than predicted.

In Figures 25 and 26 the pressure ampiitudes at the
discharge tube inlet are presented. These experiments were
performed at a high frequency (250 cps) and a low G-level.
The experimental results of Figure 24 are replotted for the
purpose of comparison. In both Figures 25 and 26 pressure
amplitudes for the discharge experiments are greater than
those obtained in the closed bottcm experiments. It can be
seen in Figure 25 that the resonance peak during discharge
is shifted to a higher dimensionless frequency compared with
that for the no discharge situation. Correspondingly, in
Figure 26 the resonance peak for the discharge case is

located to the right of that for no discharge.

6,4 Total Discharge Time

In Figures 27 and 28, the experimentally measured
total discharge time is compared with the low frequency
prediction illustrated in Figure 9. The frequencies used
were 5 and 10 cps for the measurements given in Figure 27,
while in Figure 28 a much higher frequency (30 cps) was used.
There is good agreement between the prediction and the

measurements only for the lower frequency cases.

N
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6.5 Time Averaged Pressure Measurements

in the Discharge Tube Inlet

In this section measurements of the time averaged
£ pressures in the discharge tube entrance (position 2) are

presented as a function of time for both vibratory and non-

-

T e ey

vibratory discharge. Figures 29 through 32 illustrate the ‘ i;

effect of increasing G-level on the time averaged pressure

in the tube inlet. Figure 33 illustrates the effect of

increasing frequency on the time averaged pressure. In all

e,

s

cases through out the discharge process the time averaged
pressure in the presence of vibration is less than the

corresponding pressure»in the absence of vibratioﬁ. For
discharge at constaﬁt frequency, it can be seen that the

pressure decrease becomes more pronocunced as the G-level

increases. For discharge at a specified G-level, the pressure ’ .

Ll i it i T o DT TR e

decrease is attenuated by increasing frequency.
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7. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The discharge measurements presented in Section 6.2
agree with those given in Reference 3. The same trends
were obserwved, a flow retardation effect which increases
with increasing vibrational acceleration level and is
attenuated with increasing frequency. This effect is now

#c11 established, but further experiments should be per-

iy

formed at high G-levels and very low frequencies.
The pressure amplitude measurements presented in
Section 6.3 are in partial agreement with the analytically

predicted and experimentally determined results of Reference

3, 8, 9, and 10. Ir Figures 22 and 23 the experimentally £
determined pressure amplitudes, plotted as a function of
frequency, agree with the trends and orders of magnitude
given by the prediction. The experimental measurements at
position 2, which are illustrated in Figure 24, are in
excellent agreement with the analytical prediction. The

measured pressure amplitudes were only very slightly less

than predicted by the exact solution. This slight deviation
is understandable in view of the presence of some energy
dissipation. During discharge the fluid container is open

at the bottom, thus providing a direct path for pressure

release. As pointed out by Schoenhals, Winter and Griggs (3),




this leads to the expectation that the pressure amplitude
at the discharge tube inlet should be less than that for a
container with a closed discharge tube. This, however, is
not the case as can be seen in Figures 25 and 26 which show
that the amplitudes measured during discharge were larger
over most of the frequency range investigated. In the case
of transducer position 2, the natural frequency was shifted
to a higher value than the natural frequency for the closed

bottom container. The natural frequency for the latter is

given bv the expression, ﬁi%lkl = % . As the liquid level,
(y-L), decreases the natural frequency Iincreases. For

position 1 the natural frequency during discharge was also
shifted to the right. TFigures 24, 25, and 26 indicate that
the pressure amplitudes increased for small values of
dimensionless fregquency. The behavior suggests that there
was some error involved in the measuring technique. It
appeared that the errcor involved in the measuring technique
was significant only when the liquid height was small. 1In
Figure 7 a diagram of the discharge tube adaptor is shown.
The Kistler Pressure Transducer was mounted in the positions
indicated in the figuvre. 1In order to measure the pressure
pulsations at the inilcated positions, it was uecessary for
the pressure signals to travel from the pressure taps
through the drilled holes in the plexiglass adaptor to the

pressure transducers. Both of these holes had right angle

bends connecting the vertical and horizontal sections which

L T T T T T e
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were each an inch in length (Figure 7). Even when the
liquid height in the discharge tank was zero, liquid still
remained in the connecting holes. The behavior of the liquid
in these connecting sections during vibration was not
specifically studied in the present investigation. However,
the experimental results indicated that its effect was
negligible during the early stages of discharge. As the
liquid height in the tank became small the effect of the
liquid remaining in the connecting holes became significant.
The liquid in the vertical section evidently caused a
sressure amplitude to be measured by the transducer even
when the liquid height in the tank was zero (y-L=0). At
zero liquid height in the container, a pressure amplitude
of 0.04 PSI was measured at position 1 when a G-level of
0.5 and a frequency of 250 cps were imposed on the test
apparatus. For the same vibratory conditions a pressure
amplitude of 0.05 PSI was observed at position 2. It
appears, then, that the most feasible explanation for the
increasing dimensionless pressure amplitude observed at low
dimensionless frequencies is that the inertia of the residual
liquid in the connecting holes induced an unwanted contribu-
tion to the pressure pulsations occurring at the transducer.
It is recommended for future investigations that the trans-
ducers be mounted in direct contact with the flui’ at the
locations under study.

In Section 6.4 the results of actual vibratory dis-

charge times are compared to those predicted by Schoenhals,
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Winter, and Griggs (3). 1In Figure 27 results of experiments
performed at low frequenciesA(S and 10 cps) are presented.
The experimentally determined results plotted in Figure 283
were obtained at higher frequencies (3C cps). In both the
case of low frequency discharge and discharge at higher
fiequency, there is qualitative agreement between the ex-
perimentally determined results and the prediction. The
magnitude of the flow retarcation increased with increasing
G-levels. TFor the experiments performed at low frequency
(Figure 27), there is essentially no deviation between
experiment and prediction. At low frequencies the fluid
behaves in accordance with the model described in Section
5.2. The fluid responds in a quasi steady time varying
manner; thus there is good agreement. This is not the case
for the data presented in Figure 28. Here it can be seen
that considerable discrepency exists between the experimental
results and the prediction. This, however, is understandable
because at higher frequencies the fluid does not respond in
the manner for which the analysis was derived. The fluid
fails to respond in a quasi steady manner because of its
inertia. In order to have closer agreement between experi-
mental results and the predicticn a more accurate model must
be developed, one that includes the effect of the response
of the fluid to frequency. For complete verification of the
low frequency analysis, more experiments at higher G-levels

should be performed. Because of the limitations of the
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experimental apparatus used, such experiments could not be
carried out as part of this research.

The variatioﬁ of the time averaged pressure in the
discharge tube entrance for various vibratory conditions is
presented in Section 6.5. The measurements are compared
with the pressure at the same location for non-vibratory dis-
charge. 1In each case the pressure measured during vibration
was less than that measured for no vibration with all other
conditions being the same. In the absence of a more
sophisticated model the flow retardation effect can be
understood, at least intuitively. The downward force acting
at the top of the fluid column in the discharge tube is
smaller under vibratory condtions than it is in the absence
of vibration (Figures 29 through 33). This lower force

would be expected to produce a smaller flow rate. This

retardation was definitely observed in this investigation

(Figures 12 through 21).
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AFPENDIX A

Frequency Response of Pace Transducer System

~The effect of vibration on the pérformance of the Pace
Transducer measuring system (Figures 6 and 7) is presented
in the form of plots of dimensionless pressure amplitude
as a function of frequency. For the results presented in
Figure 34 the liquid height was maintained at a specified
level, and the‘frequency was varied in increments. The
pressure amplitude measurements were obtained at position 1.
The normal length connecting tube was employed (Figure 6).

The results indicate a natural frequency which is about one

third of the actual value. The measurements given in Figure
35 were obtained at position 2. Again the normal length
connecting tube was used. The results of Figure 35 again

indicate a natural frequency of one third the actual value,
In order to ascertain whether or not the resonance
curves were a characteristic of the transducer-connecting
tube system, or of the transducer alone, similar experiments
were performed with a longer connecting tube. These results
are plotted in Figure 36. The natural frequency is again
low, but for this case it is about one sixth the actual
value, These results indicate that as the connecting tube

length is increased, the natural frequency measured decreases.

B
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i Hn‘-h‘mlimiumm

the transducer should be in direct contact with the

Thus,
fluid at the point of measurement.
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» PPENDIX B

Calibration of Pressure Transducers

Kistler Transducer

The Kistler Pressure Transducer was calibrated using

a method suggestad in the "Operating and Service Instructiocns”

supplied with the pressure transducer and charge amplifier.
The method used was essentially a dead weight method.

The transducer +as mounted in a specially constructed
calibration adaptor. Using this adaptor it was possiblie to
connect the transducer to a system capable of applying
pressures up to 75 PSIG. The transducer was electrically
connected to the charge amplifier with a low-noise cable.
The system pressure was carefully set at a specified value
which was determined with a Bourdon gage. The voltage out-
put of the charge amplifier was then measured with an
oscilloscope. The results of this calibration procedure

are shown in rigures 37 through u40.

Pace Transducers
The Pace Pressure Transducers used in measuring the
time averaged pressure at the discharge tube inlet were
calibrated using the same system as that used for the

Kistler Pressure Transducer. The voltage output was

L g
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measured using an oscilloscope. These measurements are
shown in Figures 41 through u#4,

The Pace Transducer used in determining the height of
liquid in the auxiliary tank was calibrated in a different
manner. The auxiliary tank was filled with water in increments.
The voltage output was recorded on a Sanborn Recorder., These

results are presented in Figures 45 and u6.
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Figure 37. Calibration Curve For Kistler Pressure
Transducer Charge Amplifier Range 1 PLI/VOLT
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Figure 41. Calibration Curve for Pace Pressure Transducer

Serial No. 20461, 25 PSI Diaphragm
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