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Issues on the Working Situation of Teachers:

Focusing on the Burden Share for the Club Activities in Junior High Schools
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Abstract

In this paper, researches and surveys about the teachers’ working situation are reviewed. We focused on the burden share
of junior high school teachers. In Japan, the issue around the working situation of teachers has arouse traditionally, but its
legal limitation and interpretation has not submitted the strong solution for the agenda. In the international survey of TALIS
2013, it was revealed that Japanese teachers have longer time for the duty hours, but it also suggested that Japanese teachers
don’t have frequent opportunity to contact with their students in spite of their longer working hours.

In addition, school-based extracurricular activities (club activities) has been pointed out as a cause of their increasing
burden share in schools. In the junior high school the club activities was to be released with school curriculum properly
under the current national curriculum, so teachers doubling with the advisor of club activities are working as an “voluntary
advisors” for the club, including holidays. This is a structural problem around the club activities in Japanese secondary
schools.

In the consideration of the policy project “schools as teams”, some practical trial for implementing the coaches for the
club activities from outside of the schools had been advanced, as well as the school counsellors, the school social workers,
and so on. These are expected for the “opened schools” project and for overcoming the solo approaches of teachers which
each teachers work for the lessons, class management, consultation for students, and advisory management for the club

activities in an solo style.
Keywords: teacher, working situation, club activities, junior high schools
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