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Much of Section 3 in the above paper revolves around three related issues: (1) quasipotency of
groups; (2) the conditions under which the factors in a free product with amalgamation are topolog-
ically embedded; and (3) the Mayer–Vietoris sequences for profinite groups. Since writing the paper,
I have become aware of some references relevant to these three matters that I neglected to cite in
the paper. As a result, I have composed this brief addendum in order to provide the interested reader
with the additional sources.

In discussing quasipotency the article refers exclusively to [1]. However, the definition of this prop-
erty as well as the discovery of the most important types of groups that manifest it stem from three
earlier works. Quasipotency was originally introduced under the name “weak potency” by C. Tang [10],
and it was he who first proved that virtually free and finitely generated virtually nilpotent groups are
quasipotent. The term “quasipotent” was coined by L. Ribes and P. Zalesskii [7]; moreover, they, to-
gether with D. Segal [6], were the first to establish that virtually polycyclic groups are quasipotent.

The importance of the concept of quasipotency for the article arises from Lemma 3.7, which states
that, in a free product of two quasipotent groups with a cyclic amalgam, both factors are topologically
embedded. After writing the paper, I learned that this observation is also made in [7, Theorem 1.3], in
the context of a discussion of amalgamated free products that are conjugacy separable. Moreover, the
proof of Lemma 3.7 employs a set of conditions, enunciated in Proposition 3.3, that guarantee that
both factors in an amalgamated free product are topologically embedded. These conditions are close
to those in [8, Theorem 1.2] (which also appears as [5, Theorem 9.2.4]). Similarly, Proposition 3.12 on
HNN extensions resembles [5, Proposition 9.4.3].
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Finally, I would like to supply several references for the Mayer–Vietoris sequences, which form the
basis for all of Section 3. The discrete Mayer–Vietoris sequences for free products with amalgama-
tion and HNN extensions are special cases of the Mayer–Vietoris sequence associated to a graph of
groups, derived by I. Chiswell [2]. Zalesskii and V. Melnikov [11] develop the tools needed to adapt
Chiswell’s proof in order to obtain an analogous sequence for a finite graph of profinite groups. The
latter sequence has the Mayer–Vietoris sequences for a profinite free product with amalgamation and
a profinite HNN extension – both of which are employed in the article – as particular cases. Other
proofs of the Mayer–Vietoris sequence for profinite free products with amalgamation may be found
in [3] and [4]. Furthermore, the principal fact I deduce from this Mayer–Vietoris sequence, namely,
Corollary 3.2, also appears in [9].
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