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A B S T R A C T

Bovine tuberculosis (bTB), caused by Mycobacterium bovis, is an important zoonotic disease with

global distribution. While M. bovis is inherently resistant to pyrazinamide, human cases of

infection with M. bovis might experience serious cure failures if no correct identification

of the pathogen is achieved.

Bovine TB was initially reported in Iran by a French veterinarian in local breeds of cattle.

An official attempt to control the disease was started in the 1940s, which runs today on a

national scale. This mini-review addresses a variety of different epidemiological issues in

bTb control in the world and in Iran from an immunologist’s eye to find the cure for human

cases infected with M. bovis. In addition, the benefits and drawbacks of this control scheme are

discussed.

� 2015 Published by Elsevier Ltd. on behalf of Asian-African Society for Mycobacteriology.

https://core.ac.uk/display/82749362?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.ijmyco.2014.10.021&domain=pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijmyco.2014.10.021
mailto:k.tadayon@rvsri.ac.ir
mailto:mmb093@gmail.com
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijmyco.2014.10.021
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijmyco.2014.10.021
www.sciencedirect.com
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/IJMYCO

	Bovine tuberculosis in Iran: The past, present and future of a national disease control program

