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These eukaryotic fours de force report on the
Molecular Biology of Yeast meeting held at Cold
Spring Harbor Laboratory in 1979. This was clear-
ly a most exciting event and encouraged the
assembly of the two volumes under review. The ar-
ticles (29) and appendices (6) provide a detailed
background to yeast molecular biology and in-
dicate in some cases the direction in which current
research is progressing. It is a little unfortunate
that completion of the two volumes took
somewhat over three years and in the Preface to
the second volume the editors express relief that
the Herculean task of compilation has finally
borne fruit. The editors also concede that the time
span over which the monographs were prepared
has been responsible for the creation of gaps in the
coverage. Thus, analysis of transposable elements
in yeast and messenger RNA splicing might pro-
vide key areas of coverage in a meeting held in
1983. Despite such minor setbacks, however, the
editors have assembled a series of splendid articles
and the major difficulty is in finding the time to
read all the contributions. The coverage is, to say
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the least, extensive and the (almost) complete
molecular biology of yeast is undoubtedly at hand.
It would perhaps be unfair to praise any one par-
ticular effort since the ones I have read to date (ad-
mittedly not all) are of extreme interest and con-
tain a wealth of information. Inevitably, however,
it is this latter quality which will make certain of
the articles rather heavy going for those with
peripheral knowledge of the subject area in ques-
tion. This is indeed a monograph which should
provide an excellent source of information for
many years to come and for those interested in
Saccharomyces sp. it is a must. In recommending
these two volumes highly I should say, never-
theless, that I found the lay out of the articles less
than satisfactory. Thus, for each chapter there is a
contents section that is subdivided into numbers
and letters which are subsequently not represented
in the pages of text. A minor point this may be but
location of a particular section is less easy than it
might otherwise have been.
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