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PREFACE 

In the 197Os, there were few graph theorists among the 5000 members of the 
Japan Mathematics Society. Graph Theory was not even considered a suitable 
area in which to write a Ph.D. dissertation. 

The situation has changed over the last few years; through the efforts of a small 
but determined group of mathematicians, Graph Theory has flourished in Japan 
and Japanese graph theorists have received worldwide acceptance. The phenom- 
enal success of the First Japan Conference of Graph Theory and Applications 
held in Hakone, Japan, June l-5, 1986 is an affirmation of this acceptance. 

The conference was attended by 200 participants representing 22 countries. 
This volume contains the Proceedings of that conference. 

The overwhelming response we have received from graph theorists all over the 
world encourages us to plan a Second Conference in Hakone, to precede the 
IMU Conference, scheduled to be held in Kyoto, Japan in 1990. 

Jin Akiyama 

Yoshimi Egawa 

Hikoe Enomoto 

for 
the Organizing Committee 

Acknowledgements 

Many people contributed to the success of the First Conference and the 
preparation of these Proceedings. We are grateful to the speakers, participants, 
and sponsors of the conference, as well as the referees for these Proceedings. In 
particular, we would like to thank: 

Paul Erdiis and Ronald L. Graham 
for sowing the seeds of mathematical discovery among Japanese high school 
students 

D. Avis, V. Chviital, M. Deza and P. Frankl 
whose annual visists to Japan inspire and encourage many young Japanese graph 
theorists 

Shigeru Katsumata, Mayor of Hakone and the People of Hakone 
for their hospitality and their colorful cultural presentations 

0012-365X/88/$3.50 0 1988, Elsevier Science Publishers B.V. (North-Holland) 

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Elsevier - Publisher Connector 

https://core.ac.uk/display/82616459?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1


2 Preface 

Peter Hammer and the staff of Discrete Mathematics 
for their support during the preparation of these Proceedings 

Ma&Jo P. Ruiz 
for her continuing work in editing our Japanese English 

Lucia Hayakawa 
for initiating the conference participants into the ceremonies of the Japanese way 
of life 

Sundia Preparatory School 
for its generous support and the use of Hakone Seminar House 

Our students 
who worked tirelessly as our conference assistants. 


