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Abstract

The aim of this study is to determine the gifted students’ opinions on the use of technological tools. Furthermore, it seeks to
determine the gifted students’ mobile phone usage purposes, use of social networking sites, the hours spent with technological
tools, opinions on social media usage, opinions about the place of technology in their lives, opinions on technology usage in
education and opinions on technology usage as a communication tool. The descriptive method is applied in this study. The
population of the study consists of 105 secondary school students enrolled in Science and Art Center. 45 of them are female and
58 of them are male. “Students’ technological device use habits on their social lives™® scale is used to collect the data. According
to results of the study, gifted students have stated that they cannot imagine a life without technology. Gifted students who have
membership in more than 3 social media accounts reported that they feel sad and angry when there is no internet connection. In
addition, they indicated that technology plays an important role in their education. Furthermore, they stated that they contact with
other students for a short period of time through technology and share their experiences and knowledge with each other.
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1. Introduction

Technology strengthens it’s place in our lives day by day. Children benefit from all facilities of technology and
they also made it a part of their social lives. Ridour et. al. showed that technology is used for fun by children and
they spend time in technological environments for 7 hours on average during a day™*. Young individuals also stated
that they have most of the technological products and they spend time with using messaging software for
approximately 2 hours during a day’. Besides, gifted students use all facilities of technology and perceives
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technology as an assistive tool for their personal developments®. Therefore, technological tools become tools in
which gifted students can perform their own talents®. Gifted students can become aware of their strengths through
using internet effectively as other students'®. Students also develop learning methods for themselves through
technology®®. Students who can easily access to many details through technology might also discover their own
interests >*¥4151¢ Knowledge become more permanent with technological tools and used materials %3164,
Thus, the aim of this study is to determine the opinions of gifted students on the use of technological tools. More
specifically the study seeks to answer the following questions:

. What purposes do the gifted children use their smart phones?

. How often do the gifted children use social media?

. How many hours do the gifted children spend time with technologic devices in a day?

. What are the opinions of gifted students towards technological device use habits?

. What are the opinions of gifted students towards effects of social media?

. What are the opinions of gifted students towards the place of technology in daily life?

. What are the opinions of gifted students towards the educational use of technology?

. What are the opinions of gifted students towards the use of technology as a communication tool?
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. Method

In this study, descriptive research method was used to collect data about the opinions of gifted students on the use
of technological tools.

2.1. Participants

The population of the study consists of 105 secondary school students enrolled in Science and Art Center. While
45 of them are female, 58 of them are male.

2.2. Instrument

In this study, “Students’ technological device use habits on their social lives” scale developed by Bicen &
Arnavut ¢, 2015 was used to collect the data. The scale has five dimensions and totally has 60 items. The Cronbach
alpha was 0.89 for the whole scale.

2.3. Data analysis

The data obtained from the scales were analysed by using SPSS 21. In the analysis of the data, percentages,
frequencies, means and standard deviations, maximum and minimum values were calculated.

3. Results
3.1. Statistics Results of Purposes of Gifted Children to Use Their Smart Phones

Statistics Results of Purposes of Gifted Children to Use Their Smart Phones Are Given in Table 1.

Table 1. Purposes of Gifted Children to Use Their Smart Phones

Proposes of using smart phones f %
Chatting 56 10.6
Social Media 47 8.9
Download Applications 37 7.0

Follow the News 17 3.2
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Communication with Friends 70 13.2
Sharing photos 38 7.2
Sharing Videos 20 3.8
Checking in 16 3.0
Getting Information 43 8.1
Listening to Music 55 10.4
Surfing on the Internet 58 10.9
Playing Game 51 9.6
Follow People 22 4.2
Total 105 100.0

As it is seen in Table 1. Most of the gifted children 70 % use their smart phones to communicate with their
friends. In addition to this, 58% of them use their smart phones to surf on the internet. Also listening to music, social
media and chatting are also among the most preferred purposes of using smart phones by the gifted children. The
fewer of them use the smart phones to follows people, the news and to check in.

3.2. Statistics Results of Gifted Children’s Social Media Use Frequency.

Table 2. Gifted Children’s Social Media Use Frequency

Social Media Use Frequency f %
Never 13 12.4
Everyday 38 36.2
Once in a week 5 48
A few days in a week 30 28.6
Once in a month 2 1.9
A few times in a month 7 6.7
A couple of month 5 4.8
Once in a year 2 1.9
A few times in a year 3 2.9
Total 105 100.0

As it is seen in Table 2. 38 % of gifted children use social media everyday, 30 % of them use social media a few
days in a week and 13 % of them stated that they newer use social media while others use it a few times in a month

or a couple of month.

3.3. Statistics Results of Spent Time with Technologic Devices in A Day by Gifted Children.

Table 3. Spent Time with Technologic Devices by Gifted Children

Spent Time with Technologic Devices

f

%

Never 7 6.7
0-3 hours 69 65.7
4-7 hours 25 23.8
8-11 hours 3 29
12+ 1 1.0
Total 105 100.0

As itis seen in Table 3. 69 % of the gifted children spend 0-3 hours with technologic devices in a day, and 25 %
of them spend 4-7 hours in a day while 7 % of them do not spend any time with technologic devices.
o Descriptive statistics results of opinions of gifted students towards technological device use habits

Results shows that as technological device use habits, most of the gifted children have stated that “they cannot
dream of a life without technology” (M= 4.01, SD=.99). They have also expressed that “they can express themselves
better on the Internet” (M= 4.25, SD=.75), and “I attend Technology Fairs” (M= 4.13, SD=.87). On the other hand
“l spend all of my money in order to have the most recent technological devices” (M= 4.23, SD=.77).
o Descriptive statistics results of opinions of gifted students towards effects of social media
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As the effects of social media to gifted children daily life, they have stated mostly that “they have more than 3
memberships on social” (M= 4.39, SD=.61), in addition to this, they have expressed that “I use social media in order
to follow technological trends” (M= 4.09, SD=.91). On the other hand, fewer of them have stated as effects of social
media “On social media they never hesitate to share a very special thing in their lives” (M= 4.14, SD=.86).

o Descriptive statistics results of opinions of gifted students towards the place of technology in daily life

The place of technology in gifted children daily life are mostly stated as “I feel very angry when there is not an
Internet connection” (M= 4.02, SD=1.19), “Using technological devices makes my life easier” (M= 4.87, SD=.13),
and “I feel uncomfortable when my cell phone is not with me’” (M= 3.87, SD=1.09). On the other hand, fewer of
them stated as “I feel nervous if somebody disturbs me while | use a technological device” (M= 4.23, SD=.77).

o Descriptive statistics results of opinions of gifted students towards the educational use of technology

Gifted students have given opinions about the educational use of technology mostly in the items that “I think that
technological devices contribute to my education” (M= 4.19, SD=.81), “I find most of my homework from the
Internet” (M= 4.85, SD=.25), and “Instead of asking my teacher about a problem during the lesson, I prefer asking
him or her from the Internet” (M= 4.66, SD=.34).

o Descriptive statistics results of opinions of gifted students towards the use of technology as a communication tool

Gifted children have given opinions about the use of technology as communications tools mostly in the items that
“with technological devices | communicate with more people in a shorter time” (M= 4.65, SD=.35), and “the biggest
reason why | use technological devices is to communicate with my friends” (M= 4.38, SD=.62) and “With
technological devices | communicate with more people in a shorter time” (M= 4.26, SD=.74).

4. Conclusion and Discussion

According to results of the study, most of the gifted children use their smart phones to communicate with their
friends. In addition to this, they use their smart phones to surf on the internet and gifted children use social media
every day. Furthermore, gifted children spend 0-3 hours with technologic devices in a day. They reported that they
do not want a life without technology. Gifted students who have membership in more than 3 social media accounts
reported that they feel sad and angry when there is no internet connection. Today, most of the students constitute
their social lives with technology. Therefore, schools need to keep their technological infrastructures actual.
Research showed that gifted students want to establish academic contact with their peers. They can establish contact
with people from all around the world and share their experiences through technology®. In addition, many gifted
students might establish contact with other gifted students with using technological tools in order to complete their
identity developments®. Results of this study also revealed that technological tools have become tools in which they
can develop themselves and share their experiences.
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