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Coreceptor utilization by HIV-1 is an important determinant of pathogenesis. However, coreceptor selectivity is defined in
vitro, while in vivo critical pathogenic events occur in lymphoid tissues. Using pharmacological inhibitors, we recently
provided evidence that coreceptor selectivity by the R5X4 dual-tropic isolate 89.6 was more restricted in ex vivo infected
lymphoid tissue than in vitro [S. Glushakova, Y. Yi, J. C. Grivel, A. Singh, D. Schols, E. De Clercq, R. G. Collman, and L. Margolis
(1999). J. Clin. Invest. 104, R7–R11]. Here we extend those observations using CCR5-deficient (CCR5D32) lymphoid tissue as
well as additional primary isolates. We definitively show that neither CCR5 nor secondary coreceptors used in vitro mediate
89.6 infection in lymphoid tissue. We also demonstrate that restricted coreceptor use in lymphoid tissue ex vivo compared
with in vitro utilization occurs with other dual-tropic primary isolates and is not unique to 89.6. For all strains tested that are
dual tropic in vitro, severe CD4 T cell depletion in lymphoid tissue correlated with preferential CXCR4 use in this ex vivo

system. © 2001 Academic Press
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INTRODUCTION

HIV-1 isolates can be typed by their in vitro ability to
enter and infect cells transfected with CD4 and specific
coreceptors (reviewed in Berger et al., 1999; Locati and
Murphy, 1999). Viruses that transmit infection and domi-
nate early stages of HIV disease use CCR5 [R5 variants
(Berger et al., 1998)]. HIV-1 variants isolated at late
stages of HIV disease often use CXCR4 (reviewed in
Berger et al., 1999) [X4 variants (Berger et al., 1998)].
Dual-tropic R5X4 isolates are also typical for late stages
of disease (Bjorndal et al., 1997; Connor et al., 1997;
Doranz et al., 1996; Scarlatti et al., 1997; Simmons et al.,
1996). The ability of viral isolates to use CXCR4 in vitro,
exclusively or in addition to CCR5, is associated with
massive loss of CD41 T cells in vivo and rapid progres-
sion to AIDS (Tersmette et al., 1989; Zhu et al., 1993). The
coreceptors actually used by these viruses in lymphoid
tissue, where critical events in HIV-1 disease occur,
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remain to be fully defined (Glushakova et al., 1999; Zhang
and Moore, 1999).

We previously reported that coreceptor use in vitro
was not completely predictive of coreceptor use in lym-
phoid tissue ex vivo (Glushakova et al., 1999). In partic-
ular, we found that one HIV-1 dual-tropic prototype and
one of two genetically constructed dual-tropic variants
preferentially used only one of the coreceptors in human
lymphoid tissue ex vivo, even though they were all dual-
tropic in vitro (Glushakova et al., 1999). However, these
results relied on the use of coreceptor ligands as block-
ing agents. For CXCR4, the bicyclam AMD3100 is a po-
tent and effective inhibitor. In contrast, the CCR5 ligands
including RANTES, used as a probe for CCR5 in those
tissue-based studies, do not completely inhibit replica-
tion even of monotropic R5 HIV (Glushakova et al., 1999;
Margolis et al., 1998). Whether that is because viruses
use alternative epitopes of the same receptor or because
RANTES did not saturate CCR5 in lymphoid tissue is
unknown. Alternatively, since RANTES has agonist activ-
ity and can activate at least two other chemokine recep-
tors expressed in lymphoid tissue, CCR3 and CCR1, the
effects observed could be due to factors independent of
or in addition to RANTES blockade of CCR5 (Murphy et
al., 2000).
Human lymphoid tissue derived from donors geneti-
cally deficient in specific coreceptors can provide a
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novel and valuable opportunity to precisely define the
coreceptor usage and pathogenic effects of HIV-1 vari-
ants in their native lymphoid microenvironment. Here we
used tissue from a donor homozygous for the nonfunc-
tional CCR5 D32 allele to definitively establish the core-
ceptor usage by a panel of R5, X4, and R5X4 HIV-1
variants. In addition, we used the pharmacological ap-
proach to define the coreceptors used in lymphoid tissue
by two additional R5X4 primary isolates. These studies
also enabled us to address additional questions: do
R5X4 viruses all have similar cytopathic effects in lym-
phoid tissue, and is the cytopathicity of different R5X4
viruses determined by coreceptor preference? Is there
evidence for use of alternative coreceptors in primary
human lymphoid tissue? And does the D32 mutation in
CCR5 affect the functional ability of CXCR4 to mediate
HIV infection?

RESULTS

Human lymphoid tissue lacking CCR5 expression

As part of our standard analysis of tonsillar tissues
obtained for experiments under approved protocols, lym-
phocytes are mechanically isolated from the tissues,
stained for CD45, CD4, CD8, CCR5, and CXCR4, and
analyzed by flow cytometry. By this analysis, we identi-
fied a donor tissue that did not express CCR5 (Fig. 1a). To
test the donor’s CCR5 genotype, we used a primer pair
that spans the 32-bp deletion in the common CCR5D32

FIG. 1. Phenotypic and genotypic analysis of CCR5D32 lymphoid tis
tissue and stained for CD3, CD4, CD8, CCR5, and CXCR4. The right pan
tissue, and the left panel shows CD41 T cells from a tissue donor that l

ene was carried out on DNA obtained from tonsillar tissue from the do
arried out in parallel using DNA from PBMC of two other donors of k
2/2). On the right are shown the sizes of the wild-type (312 bp) and
deletion allele and performed PCR amplification of
genomic DNA isolated from whole tonsillar tissue. These
amplification products were compared with those from
two unrelated individuals of known CCR5 genotype (Fig.
1b). This genotypic analysis indicated that the donor was
homozygous for the CCR5D32 mutation and confirms our
phenotypic results since CCR5D32 homozygotes are
known not to express detectable CCR5 on the surface of
peripheral blood lymphocytes (Wu et al., 1997). It also
extends those previous observations by showing, as
expected, that lymphocytes in lymphoid tissues from
these individuals also do not express surface CCR5.

Replication of monotropic X4 and R5 HIV-1 variants in
CCR5D32 lymphoid tissue

Since the lymphoid microenvironment is where critical
pathogenic events take place in vivo and coreceptor use
is a central determinant of pathogenesis, we utilized the
CCR5-negative lymphoid tissue to definitively establish
coreceptor selectivity profiles of a panel of viruses that
we have previously studied using pharmacologic inhibi-
tors. SF162 is classified as a monotropic R5 virus in
transfected cell line assays. We inoculated CCR5D32
and control (normal) tissue with SF162 and evaluated its
replication. In 11 experiments with normal tissue, the
total production of p24 per tissue block ranged from 1 to
39 ng. In contrast, SF162 did not replicate at all in tissue
lacking CCR5 (Fig. 2a), confirming this isolate’s exclusive
reliance on CCR5 in the lymphoid environment. We also
tested whether in CCR5D32 tissue CXCR4 remains func-
tional as a coreceptor for X4 HIV-1. We inoculated normal

) Phenotypic analysis. Cells were mechanically isolated from tonsillar
s a representative analysis of CD41 T cells isolated from normal donor

CR5 expression. (b) Genotypic analysis. PCR amplification of the CCR5
own in (a) who was found to lack CCR5 expression. Amplification was
enotype including CCR5 wild-type (1/1) and CCR5D32 homozygous

80 bp) CCR5 amplicons.
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and CCR5D32 tissue with the X4 variant LAV.04 and
evaluated its replication. In 18 experiments with normal
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tissue, the total production of p24 per block for LAV.04
ranged from 20 to 48 ng/block. Neither the kinetics of
LAV.04 replication nor the total amount of p24 produced
by CCR5D32 tissue differed from those parameters in
normal tissue (Fig. 2b), suggesting that CXCR4 corecep-
tor function is not affected by the absence of CCR5.

Inoculation of 89.6 and its isogenic chimeras in
CCR5D32 human tonsillar tissue

To definitively establish whether HIV-1 variants that
utilize multiple coreceptors in vitro, including both CCR5
and CXCR4, also do so in the context of human lymphoid
tissue, we used the CCR5D32 tissue for infection with a
panel of related R5X4 HIV-1 variants. 89.6 is a primary
patient isolate, while 89-v345.FL and 89-v345.SF are chi-
meric constructs that are isogenic to 89.6 except for the
V3-V5 region of gp120, which was replaced with corre-
sponding sequences from SF162 and JR-FL, respectively.
Each of these viruses efficiently uses both CCR5 and
CXCR4 in vitro based on fusion with and/or infection of
cell lines transfected with CD4 and the coreceptors
(Glushakova et al., 1999; Smyth et al., 1998).

We compared these viruses’ replication patterns in
CCR5D32 and control human tonsillar tissue. In normal
lymphoid tissue, each of the three viruses resulted in
productive infection and similar kinetics of replication: an
increase of p24 released into the media became evident

FIG. 2. Replication kinetics of HIV-1 in human lymphoid tissue from
infected with different HIV-1 strains, and virus replication was assessed
replication and to present average kinetics, data are presented as p
(means 6 SD for tissues from 7 to 25 donors in experiments with norm
the amount harvested at each time point was less than at the previous
p24 in CCR5D32 tissues infected with 89-v345.SF and SF162 as a perc
12 p.i.
between Days 6 and 9 p.i. and replication continued at
least until Days 12–13 (Figs. 2c–2e). As we have de-
scribed previously (Glushakova et al., 1997, 1998), the
absolute level of replication varies considerably in tis-
sues from different normal donors. In seven experiments,
the total production of p24 per tissue block ranged from
6 to 69 ng for 89.6, from 3 to 24 ng for 89-v345.SF, and
from 4 to 15 ng for 89-v345.FL. However, there was no
consistent difference among the three viruses in the
absolute level of replication in individual tissues. In
CCR5D32 and in normal lymphoid tissue, 89.6 and 89-
v345.FL replicated with similar kinetics (Figs. 2c and 2d).
The total production of p24 per block of CCR5D32 tissue
infected with 89.6 or 89-v345.FL was 47 and 6 ng, re-
spectively, which are within the range of production in
normal tissues. In contrast, 89-v345.SF did not replicate
in lymphoid tissue lacking CCR5 (Fig. 2e). Thus, 89-
v345.SF relies exclusively on CCR5 for infection and so
behaves as an R5 variant, while the two others variants
are not restricted to CCR5, and so seem to use CXCR4 in
addition to or instead of CCR5. Due to the scarcity of D32
donor tissue, for additional experiments, we used ex vivo
HIV-1-infected tissues from normal donors treated with
coreceptor ligands.

Sensitivity of dual-tropic HIV-1 variants to coreceptor
ligands

To confirm which coreceptor was used in normal lym-
phoid tissue that expresses both CCR5 and CXCR4, tis-

and CCR5-deficient donors. (a–e) Normal and CCR5D32 tissues were
measurements. To normalize for variation in the absolute level of viral

ges of the maximum p24 production at the last day of experiments
ues). 89-v345.SF and SF162 did not replicate in CCR5D32 tissues, and
oint. To demonstrate this in the same chart, we present the amount of

of what was produced by these two viruses in normal tissue on Day
normal
by p24

ercenta
al tiss
time p
sues from three normal donors were pretreated for 3 h
with or without the CXCR4-specific antagonist AMD3100,
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242 MALKEVITCH ET AL.
the CCR5 ligand RANTES, or with a mixture of both, and
then infected as described above. Agents were replaced
as medium was changed every 3 days. To normalize for
donor-to-donor variation in the absolute level of viral
replication and to enable comparison of replication ki-
netics in experiments with tissues from different donors,
p24 production at each time point was expressed as a
percentage of maximum at the end of the experiments in
control viral infection. In all experiments, inhibition of
viral replication became evident at about Day 6 p.i. when
the concentration of p24 in controls generally increased
(Fig. 3).

The results of typical experiments are presented in
Figs. 3a–3i. Consistent with our previous data (Glusha-
kova et al., 1999), replication of 89.6 was completely
inhibited by AMD3100, with total p24 production in

FIG. 3. Inhibition of replication of 89.6 and its chimeras by CXCR4
and CCR5 ligands. RANTES (100 nM; a–c), AMD3100 (1 mg/ml; d–f), or

mixture of both (g–i) was added to the culture medium 3 h prior to
nfection with 89.6 (a, d, and g), 89-v345.SF (b, e, and h), or 89-v345.FL
c, f, and i). Ligands were replenished with every medium change. To
ormalize for variation in the absolute level of viral replication and to
resent average kinetics, data are presented as percentages of the
aximum p24 production at the last day of experiments. Typical repli-

ation curves from experiments with tissues from five to eight donors
re shown.
AMD3100-treated cultures reduced to 3 6 1% of that in
control untreated infected tissue (n 5 7). In contrast, 89.6

w
c

replication was not sensitive to RANTES (83 6 11% of
control p24 production; n 5 8). 89-v345.SF replication
was reduced by RANTES to 10 6 3% of control and by
AMD3100 to 60 6 7% of control (n 5 5), whereas repli-

ation of 89-v345.FL was reduced by AMD3100 and
ANTES to 34 6 12 and 42 6 14% of untreated infected

issue, respectively (n 5 6). Consistent with preferential
CR5 use by 89-v345.SF and CXCR4 use by 89.6,
ANTES reduced 89-v345.SF replication by approxi-
ately the same extent as it inhibited the CCR5-

estricted strain SF162, whereas inhibition of 89.6 by
MD3100 was similar to that of the CXCR4-restricted
train LAV.04 (data not shown). We also treated tissues
ith a combination of AMD3100 and RANTES. Since
MD3100 alone and RANTES alone resulted in near-
omplete inhibition of 89.6 and 89-v345.SF, respectively,

here was no additional inhibition seen with the addition
f the second agent (Figs. 3g and 3h). For 89-v345.FL,
owever, neither agent alone completely blocked infec-

ion but the combination of both agents did (Fig. 3i). Thus,
hese studies support the notion that 89.6 and 89-
345.SF are predominantly restricted in lymphoid tissue
o single coreceptors, CXCR4 and CCR5, respectively,

hereas 89-v345.FL uses both coreceptors. These re-
ults also show, as we reported earlier, that AMD3100 is
potent inhibitor of X4 but not R5 HIV variants in ex vivo

nfected human lymphoid tissue (Glushakova et al.,
999). In contrast, RANTES inhibits even completely
CR5-dependent R5 HIV-1 isolates by only 70–90%, but
oes not inhibit replication of X4 HIV variants (Glusha-
ova et al., 1999; Margolis et al., 1998).

oreceptor use in lymphoid tissue by other
ual-tropic primary isolates

These studies demonstrate an important distinction
etween coreceptor use in transfected cell lines in vitro
nd in lymphoid tissue ex vivo for a set of viruses related

o HIV-1 89.6. A critical question, however, is whether this
iscordance is unique to 89.6 or whether other primary

solates that use both coreceptors in vitro might also
how distinctive patterns in lymphoid tissue. Therefore,

o extend this analysis, we analyzed two additional pri-
ary isolates, 92US076 and 93US151, that exhibit R5X4

ual-tropic characteristics in vitro (the NIH AIDS Re-
earch and Reference Program). Because additional
CR5D32 lymphoid tissue was not available and since

he above studies had confirmed that pharmacological
nhibitors accurately identify coreceptor usage profiles in
he lymphoid microenvironment, we used AMD3100 and
ANTES to define the coreceptor usage profiles of
2US076 and 93US151 in lymphoid tissue ex vivo.

Replication by 93US151 was not inhibited by RANTES
total p24 production of 91 6 9% of control; n 5 3) but
as almost completely blocked by AMD3100 (2 6 2% of
ontrol, n 5 3) or by AMD3100 plus RANTES (Fig. 4a). In
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243CORECEPTOR USE BY HIV-1 IN CCR5D32 LYMPHOID TISSUE
contrast, 92US076 was only partially inhibited by
AMD3100 to 37 6 7% of control (n 5 3). Although
92US076 was not significantly inhibited by RANTES
alone (95 6 28% of control; n 5 3), the addition of

ANTES to AMD3100 further inhibited 92US076 replica-
ion, reducing it approximately by 80% compared to con-
rol levels (Fig. 4b). The relatively poor 92US076 inhibition
y RANTES and residual 20% replication despite block-
de of both coreceptors likely reflect relative inefficient
ANTES blocking of CCR5 rather than an alternative
ntry pathway other than CCR5 and CXCR4. Thus, the
5X4 primary isolate 93US151, like 89.6, appears to uti-

ize CXCR4 exclusively for entry in lymphoid tissues,
hile 92US076, like 89-v345.FL, uses both coreceptors.

n contrast, 89-v345.SF relies predominantly on CCR5.

ytopathicity of dual-tropic HIV-1 variants in
CR5D32 and normal tissues

We next studied the correlation between coreceptor
tilization and cytopathicity of the HIV-1 variants by eval-
ating the cumulative CD41 T cell depletion over the
2–13 days of infection in CCR5D32 and normal tissues.
ince we have shown previously that CD81 T cells are

not depleted by ex vivo HIV-1 infection (Glushakova et al.,
1997), CD41 T cell depletion in these experiments was
evaluated as the decrease in CD41/CD81 ratio at Day
12–14 p.i. relative to matched uninfected control tissue
from the same donor.

As shown in Fig. 5a, 89.6 severely depleted CD41 T
cells in both normal and CCR5D32 lymphoid tissues. In

1

FIG. 4. Inhibition of HIV-1 primary isolates 92US076 (a) and 93US151
(b) by CXCR4 and CCR5 ligands. RANTES (100 nM), AMD3100 (1 mg/ml),

r a mixture of both was added to the culture medium as described in
he legend to Fig. 3. To normalize for variation in the absolute level of
iral replication and inhibition, data are presented as percentages of
he total p24 production in the course of the experiment relative to
ontrol infection (means 6 SD for tissues from three donors in exper-

ments with RANTES or AMD3100 and result of a single experiment
ith a mixture of RANTES and AMD3100).
both tissue types, only ;20% of CD4 T cells remained at
Days 12–14 p.i. The monotropic X4 virus LAV.04 behaved

c
i

similarly and also severely depleted CD41 T cells, with
;2% of CD41 T cells remaining in CCR5D32 tissue and
4 6 2% remaining in LAV.04-infected normal tissue (Fig
5a). In contrast, depletion was milder in both CCR5D32
and normal tissues infected by 89-v345.FL, with about
60% of CD41 T cells remaining (Fig 5a). For dual-tropic

9.6, 89-v345.FL, and monotropic LAV.04 HIV-1 variants,
here was no statistical difference between normal and
CR5D32 tissues in the level of CD41 T cell depletion

(P , 0.33, P , 0.15, and P , 0.16, respectively). In
contrast, there was significant difference between CD41

T cell depletion in CCR5D32 and normal tissues infected
with 89-v345.SF or SF162 (P , 0.0007 and P , 0.0002,
espectively). No depletion was detected when CCR5D32
issue blocks were inoculated with 89-v345.SF or SF162
Fig. 5a), as expected since neither of these viruses
eplicated in the tissue lacking CCR5 (Figs. 2d and 2e). In
ormal tissue, 89-v345.SF infection resulted in mild de-
letion with 75–90% of CD41 T cells remaining (Fig. 5a),

similar to what was described for SF162 infection
(Glushakova et al., 1997, 1998). Tissues from four normal
donors were infected with primary isolates 92US076 and
93US151. Both 92US076 and 93US151 severely depleted
CD41 T cells in ex vivo infected tissues, resulting in

FIG. 5. CD41 T cell depletion in normal and CCR5D32 tissues
nfected ex vivo by HIV-1. Cells were mechanically isolated from unin-
ected and infected tissues, stained for CD45, CD3, CD4, and CD8, and
nalyzed with flow cytometry as described. Data are presented as
D41/CD81T cell ratio, relative to matched uninfected control tissue,
n Days 12–13 after infection by dual-tropic HIV-1 variants 89.6 and its

himeras as well as by control mono-tropic X4 isolate LAV.04 or R5

solate SF162 (a) or HIV-1 primary isolates 92US076 and 93US151 (b).
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244 MALKEVITCH ET AL.
;10% of CD41 T cells remaining on 12–14 days after
nfection (Fig 5b). A mixture of AMD3100 and RANTES
revented CD41 T cell depletion in inoculated tissues,
onsistent with its inhibition of productive replication in

ymphoid tissue (data not shown).

DISCUSSION

HIV-1 coreceptor utilization analysis is generally
ased on the ability of virus to infect and/or fuse with cell

ines transfected with CD4 and coreceptor in vitro. So far
ore than a dozen coreceptors that support HIV or SIV

usion or infection in vitro have been identified (see
erger et al., 1999). Only CCR5 and CXCR4 are unequiv-
cally used in vivo, however (Bjorndal et al., 1997; Connor
t al., 1997; Dean et al., 1996; Huang et al., 1996; Liu et al.,

1996; Samson et al., 1996; Simmons et al., 1997), indicat-
ing that coreceptor function in vivo is more restricted
than studies in vitro would suggest. Dual-tropic R5X4
HIV-1 variants are defined as those that can enter cells in
vitro expressing either CCR5 or CXCR4 (Berger et al.,
1998), and initially it was assumed that HIV-1 variants
that use both major coreceptors in vitro would use the
same spectrum of coreceptors in other systems. Here
we asked what is the coreceptor specificity of the dual-
tropic viruses in human lymphoid tissue.

In previous studies, we showed that the R5X4 primary
isolate 89.6 is restricted mainly to CXCR4 in lymphoid
tissue despite efficient use of both CCR5 and CXCR4
entry pathways in vitro (Glushakova et al., 1999). We
report here a similar pattern with another R5X4 primary
isolate, 93US151. We also reported that a chimeric virus
that was R5X4 in vitro, 89-v345.SF, preferentially used
CCR5 in lymphoid tissue. Those conclusions were based
on inhibition by chemokine receptor blockade, however,
and are limited by the specificity and potency of such
agents. AMD3100 blocks CXCR4 with high potency and
specificity (Schols et al., 1997), whereas the b-chemo-

ines used to block CCR5 are considerably less efficient
nd specific (Margolis et al., 1998). Furthermore, RAN-
ES may potentially also influence viral replication

hrough other mechanisms besides CCR5 blockade (Kin-
er et al., 1998; Murphy et al., 2000). The present study
rovides a definitive answer to the question of CCR5
sage in tissue by dual-tropic isolates by utilizing lym-
hoid tissue naturally lacking CCR5 expression. Surpris-

ngly, only two of the five HIV-1 strains (and only one of
he three primary isolates tested) defined as R5X4 dual-
ropic in cell lines in vitro are truly dual-tropic in lymphoid
issue. Moreover, using this tissue, we answered

hether the absence of CCR5 expression (or presence
f the CCR5D32 mutant protein) affects the functional
bility of CXCR4 to mediate HIV-1 infection. Analysis of
inetics of viral replication of LAV.04, 89.6, and 89v-345

L revealed no difference between infection of CCR5D32
nd normal lymphoid tissue.
Thus, we confirm and extend the observation that use
f CCR5 and CXCR4 by primary isolates in lymphoid

issue ex vivo is more restricted than in cell lines in vitro.
Recently, Zhang et al. (2000) reported that an SIV/HIV
recombinant virus containing the 89.6 Env was restricted
to CXCR4 for infection of PBMC in vitro suggesting that
coreceptor choice in primary lymphocytes in vitro may
also be restricted compared with transfected cells. They
also found that AMD3100 completely blocked infection of
CCR5-negative PBMC by several strains that could use a
variety of secondary coreceptors such as STRL33,
CX3CR1, CCR8, and Apj in transfected cells (Zhang and
Moore, 1999), which argued that the secondary corecep-
tors were unlikely to be relevant pathways for infection in
vivo or necessary targets for coreceptor-targeted antivi-
ral strategies. Our results provide further support for that
notion by extending it to the context of the natural lym-
phoid microenvironment. 89-v345.SF uses two corecep-
tors in vitro but fails to infect CCR5D32 tissue. Strain 89.6
uses a wide variety of secondary coreceptors in vitro
such as CCR2, CCR3, CCR8, and Apj (Doranz et al., 1996;
Edinger et al., 1998; Rucker et al., 1997) but was com-
pletely blocked by AMD3100 in our system. This result
indicates that the alternative coreceptors are not used by
this strain for infection of lymphoid tissue ex vivo. We
have not specifically examined expression of the other
coreceptors in our system, so our data do not exclude
their usage by HIV-1 strains in other compartments
where they may be particularly highly expressed (He et
al., 1997; Lee et al., 2000). For example, a recent study
using human thymocytes suggested that entry into those
cells could be mediated by an alternative coreceptor,
possibly CCR8 (Lee et al., 2000).

The mechanisms responsible for restricted CCR5 and
CXCR4 utilization ex vivo are not clear. One possibility is
that the expression of a particular coreceptor in tissue
may be too low to mediate efficient entry, thus restricting
an otherwise dual-tropic virus to only one coreceptor,
while in transfected cell lines the level of expression may
be higher. However, this would not explain why in sam-
ples of the same tissue some viruses are restricted to
one coreceptor while other strains are restricted to the
other. Alternatively, two coreceptors may be equally well
expressed in lymphoid tissue but differently arranged
relative to CD4 (Xiao et al., 1999) or exist in distinct
conformations (Lee et al., 1999) that support entry by
some but not other strains. Yet another possibility is that
differences in the viral Env glycoprotein may be respon-
sible for distinct coreceptor utilization in lymphoid tissue
ex vivo versus cells in vitro. Since replication involves
multiple rounds of virus production and re-infection in
lymphoid tissue, each round of infection subsequent to
the initial inoculum is supported by virions produced
within the infected tissues. It is conceivable that the

conformation or surface density of Env glycoprotein on
virions produced by host cells in the native microenvi-



e
i
(
P
t
a
l
l
p
t
c
a
e
t
c
v

r
t
c
w
m
p
b
A
p
i
d
i
C
t
i
b
t
t
a
b

n
a
v
n
p
b
t
c
s
a
h

i
o
f
t
c
w
g
p
a
m
c
o
t

245CORECEPTOR USE BY HIV-1 IN CCR5D32 LYMPHOID TISSUE
ronment may differ from Env on transfected cells or
virions produced in vitro, leading to distinct coreceptor
fusion capacities. Finally, distinct coreceptor-mediated
infection by these strains may potentially result from
differences in postfusion steps of infection. Env has been
shown to interact with coreceptors to deliver signals to
target cells (Davis et al., 1997; Liu et al., 2000; Weissman

t al., 1997), and in several systems Env–coreceptor
nteractions may influence postentry steps of infection
Chackerian et al., 1997; Mori et al., 1993). Unlike in vitro
BMC infection studies, these tissues are not subjected

o exogenous activation and stimulation (Glushakova et
l., 1995, 1997, 1998). Although coreceptor use in stimu-

ated PBMC may also differ from that in transfected cell
ines (Zhang et al., 2000; Zhang and Moore, 1999), it is
ossible that differences between viruses in signals

ransmitted to target cells through CCR5 and CXCR4
ould determine whether permissive interactions occur
t postentry stages of infection in lymphoid tissue. What-
ver the mechanisms of preferential utilization of a par-

icular coreceptor by a dual-tropic isolate, coreceptor
hoice apparently determines viral cytopathicity in ex
ivo infected human lymphoid tissue.

Since the ex vivo lymphoid tissue model more closely
ecapitulates the natural viral reservoir in vivo than do
ransfected cells, our results suggests that major core-
eptor usage is more restricted in vivo compared with
hat is suggested by in vitro studies. Like any experi-
ental model, however, the ex vivo infected human lym-

hoid tissue has certain limitations, and results should
e extrapolated to the situation in vivo with caution.
lthough it reflects the complex cytoarchitecture of lym-
hoid tissue where critical events in HIV infection occur

n vivo more faithfully than PBMC cultures, the model
oes not simulate the immune response of an infected

ndividual. Such an immune response could modulate
CR5 and CXCR4 expression and alter coreceptor dis-

ribution among CD41 T cells in lymphoid tissues of
nfected individuals compared to ex vivo. However, since
oth CCR5 and CXCR4 are expressed by CD41 T cells in

he ex vivo tissues sufficiently for R5 and X4 HIV-1 infec-
ion (Grivel and Margolis, 1999), it is not the lack of the
ppropriate coreceptor that makes dual-tropic viruses
ehave as mono-tropic in lymphoid tissue ex vivo.

In summary, the experiments on ex vivo infection of
ormal and CCR5D32 human lymphoid tissue presented
bove prove genetically that dual tropism as defined in
itro using cell lines expressing either CCR5 or CXCR4 is
ot fully predictive of coreceptor usage in human lym-
hoid tissue ex vivo and confirm previous conclusions
ased on pharmacologic methods. The results indicate

hat the switch of coreceptor tropism in vivo during the
ourse of HIV-1 disease may be more complex than that
uggested by coreceptor use as reflected in in vitro

ssays. Moreover, our results indicate that CCR5D32
omozygosity does not affect CXCR4 coreceptor function
n primary lymphoid tissue, suggesting that the absence
f CCR5, and not other indirect pathways, is the key

actor responsible for HIV resistance in individuals with
his genotype. Furthermore, viruses that use CXCR4 ex-
lusively or in addition to CCR5 are highly cytopathic,
hile those using exclusively CCR5 are mildly patho-
enic, indicating that coreceptor selectivity in the lym-
hoid tissue may be the principal factor responsible for
ccelerated disease progression. The more restricted
ajor coreceptor utilization and apparent lack of minor

oreceptor utilization in lymphoid tissue ex vivo thus may
ffer cause for optimism regarding the ability to effec-

ively inhibit HIV-1 replication in vivo through entry core-
ceptor blockade.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Viruses

We used the R5X4 prototype dual-tropic isolate 89.6
(Collman et al., 1992; Doranz et al., 1996), two additional
R5X4 primary isolates 92US076 and 93US151 (obtained
from the National Institutes of Health AIDS Research and
Reference Program), along with the monotropic X4 strain
LAV.04 and R5 strain SF162. We also used two viral
chimeras, 89-v345.FL and 89-v345.SF, in which the V3
through V5 env region of 89.6 was replaced with se-
quences from JR–FL or SF162, respectively, as previously
described (Smyth et al., 1998). Both chimeric viruses
were R5X4 as evidenced by the ability to mediate fusion
and infection of cell lines transfected with CD4 and either
CCR5 or CXCR4 (Glushakova et al., 1999; Smyth et al.,
1998).

Infection of human lymphoid tissue ex vivo

Human tonsils were obtained from patients undergo-
ing tonsillectomy, dissected into ;2-mm blocks, and
incubated on collagen gel at the air–liquid interface as
described earlier (Glushakova et al., 1997, 1998; Margolis
et al., 1998). Medium was changed every 2–3 days, and
additional details of culture method were previously de-
scribed (Glushakova et al., 1997, 1998; Margolis et al.,
1998). Lymphoid tissue blocks were infected using 3–5
ml clarified virus-containing medium applied slowly on
top of each tissue block. The dose of infection was
chosen so that productive replication in tissue started
between Days 3 and 6 p.i. and continued to increase in
the course of the 12- to 14-day experiment (Glushakova
et al., 1997, 1998). The amount of viral p24 Gag antigen
used to inoculate each tissue block was ;100 pg for
LAV.04, 45 pg for SF162, between 50 and 400 pg for
different stocks of 89.6, 600 pg and 1.1 ng in two different
stocks of 89-v345.SF, and 180 pg and 1.1 ng for two
different stocks of 89-v345.FL. For 92US076, the dose

was 100 pg and for 93US151 was 300 pg. RANTES
(PeproTech, Rocky Hill, NJ) and AMD3100 [obtained from
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G. Henson, AnorMED, Langley, BC (Donzella et al., 1998;
Schols et al., 1997) or as a generous gift from J. Moore]
were added to the medium bathing tissue blocks 3 h
prior to infection at concentrations of 100 nM and 1
mg/ml, respectively, and replenished with each medium
change. The concentration of p24 gag antigen in the
medium was measured by ELISA (Beckman Coulter, Mi-
ami, FL, or NCI, Frederick, MD).

Depletion of CD41 T cells

Cells were mechanically isolated from tissue blocks
on Days 12 to 14 p.i. and stained with a mixture of
anti-CD3-FITC, anti-CD4-APC, and anti-CD8-TC monoclo-
nal antibodies (Caltag, Burlingame, CA) as described
(Glushakova et al., 1998, 1999; Grivel and Margolis,
1999). To analyze coreceptor expression on CD41 T lym-
phocytes, cells were stained with anti-CD3-FITC and
CD4 TriColor (Caltag) as well as with anti-CXCR4-APC
and anti-CCR5-PE (Pharmingen), and analyzed using a
FACS calibur (Becton Dickinson, San Jose, CA). To nor-
malize for differences in the size and cellularity of tissue
blocks, depletion of total CD41 T cells and T cell subsets

as expressed as a ratio of the number of these cells to
he number of CD81 T cells, which are not affected by
nfection (Glushakova et al., 1997).

enotyping of the CCR5D32 allele

Genomic DNA was isolated from two individuals of
nown CCR5 genotype and from tonsillar tissue of CCR5-
egative phenotype. Approximately 200 ng of DNA was
mplified by PCR in a 50-ml reaction using 1.5 U Platinum
aq (Life Technologies, Rockville, MD), 2 mM MgCl2, 175

mM of each dNTP, and 15 pM of each primer (59-GTC TTC
ATT ACA CCT GCA GCT CTC-39 and 59-GGT CCA ACC
TGT TAG AGC TAC TGC-39). Amplification was performed
with 35 cycles of 1 min at 95, 65, and 72°C, preceded by
95°C for 3 min and followed by 72°C for 10 min. Ampli-
fication products were resolved by 2% agarose gel elec-
trophoresis and stained with ethidium bromide.
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