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Much has been made of the emerging sub-spe-
cialty of global surgery; however, the processes
by which its objectives can be achieved within
the larger architecture of the global health land-
scape remain to be explored. This once marginal-
ized [1] field has over the last decade gained
institutional and political momentum as evidenced
by the numerous academic centers setting up spe-
cific programs in global surgery and the increasing
number of ministries of health in low- and mid-
dle-income countries (LMICs) who have partnered
with Western institutions to study surgical capacity
within their countries and identify barriers to
accessing surgical care [2].

Surgical care is an inherently complex process
involving pre-operative assessment, performance
of the actual procedure and post-operative fol-
low-up. Delivery of even the most basic surgical
care requires an adequate number of trained per-
sonnel and equipment outlays including surgical
instruments, resuscitation apparatus and non-
renewable items such as cannulas and sutures [3].
Given the complexity of the intervention, one can
appreciate why many believe surgical care to be
an expensive undertaking, particularly in areas
where resources are already constrained. How-
ever, despite this it has been shown to be a cost-
effective public health intervention, and compares
favorably with many other longstanding global pub-
lic health interventions [4].

Policy makers and funding agencies face chal-
lenges in resource allocation between the numer-
ous vertical programs being undertaken in LMICs.
As such there currently exists a challenge in
framing global surgery objectives within the
wider canvas of global health objectives. A num-
ber of vertical surgical programs have been well
established in LMICs for many decades, including
cataract removal and cleft lip and palate repair
[4]. However, with the increasing number of pro-
grams being introduced, there now exists an
urgent need to amalgamate these with the
already well-established disciplines to coordinate
resources and expertise and move toward a sus-
tainable and integrated method of service deliv-
ery within existing health systems. Such an
approach is more likely to favor political backing
and donor investment.

When considering the role of surgery within glo-
bal health, it is helpful to re-examine individual
roles as once articulated by the Global Health
Council; ‘‘When it comes to global health, there
is no �them�. . . only� us� [5]’’. In the same way when
it comes to the role of surgery within global health,
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there should be no competition, only integration.
Therefore, we must strive to appreciate the work
of our medical and non-medical colleagues who
have built up the existing health systems, within
which we now operate, in many LMICs. With collab-
orative effort we must ensure that surgery remains
integrated into existing models of healthcare deliv-
ery and develops alongside these models.
Conflicts of interest

The authors have no conflicts of interest to
declare.
Role of funding source

No funding was received to support this work.
ScienceD
Available online at www
References

[1] Farmer PE, Kim JY. Surgery and global health: a view from
beyond the OR. World J Surg 2008;32(4):533–6.

[2] Debas HT, Gosselin R, McCord C, Thind A. Surgery. In:
Jamison DT, Breman JG, Measham AR, Alleyne G, Claeson M,
Evans DB, et al., editors. Disease control priorities in
developing countries. New York: Oxford University Press;
2006. p. 1245–59.

[3] Ologunde R, Vogel JP, Cherian MN, Sbaiti M, Merialdi M,
Yeats J. Assessment of cesarean delivery availability in 26
low- and middle-income countries: a cross-sectional study.
Am J Obstet Gynecol 2014.

[4] Grimes CE, Henry JA, Maraka J, Mkandawire NC, Cotton M.
Cost-effectiveness of surgery in low- and middle-income
countries: a systematic review. World J Surg
2014;38(1):252–63.

[5] The Secretary-General. Keynote address to the awards
banquet of the Global Health Council annual conference.
Washington, D.C., USA; 2001.
irect
.sciencedirect.com

http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2210-6006(14)00107-5/h0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2210-6006(14)00107-5/h0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2210-6006(14)00107-5/h0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2210-6006(14)00107-5/h0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2210-6006(14)00107-5/h0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2210-6006(14)00107-5/h0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2210-6006(14)00107-5/h0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2210-6006(14)00107-5/h0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2210-6006(14)00107-5/h0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2210-6006(14)00107-5/h0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2210-6006(14)00107-5/h0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2210-6006(14)00107-5/h0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2210-6006(14)00107-5/h0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2210-6006(14)00107-5/h0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2210-6006(14)00107-5/h0020

	Global surgery: Integrating an emerging sub-specialty within global health
	Conflicts of interest
	Role of funding source
	References


