
REGULAR ARTICLES

Age-Related Alterations in the In¯ammatory Response to
Dermal Injury

Mari E. Swift,*² Aime L. Burns,*³ Kirstin L. Gray,² and Luisa A. DiPietro*²³
*Burn and Shock Trauma Institute, ²Department of Microbiology and Immunology, ³Department of Surgery, and the Program in Aging and

Immunology, Loyola University Medical Center, Maywood, Illinois, U.S.A.

Previous studies have documented that the ability to
heal wounds declines with age. Although many
factors contribute to this age-associated de®cit, one
variable that has not been carefully examined is
leukocyte recruitment and function in wounds. This
investigation compares the in¯ammatory response in
excisional wounds of young (age 8 wk) and aged
(age 22 mo) mice. In the early in¯ammatory
response, neutrophil content of wounds was similar
for both aged and young mice. In contrast, macro-
phage levels were 56% higher in aged versus young
mice (81 6 20 vs 52 6 13 cells per mm2). In the later
in¯ammatory response, wounds of aged mice exhib-
ited a delay in T cell in®ltration, with maximum
T cell levels at day 10 in aged mice versus day 7 in
young mice. Despite this delay, the eventual peak
concentration of T cells was 23% higher in the
wounds of aged mice (152 6 11 cells per mm2 vs
124 6 21cells per mm2). The observed alterations in
in¯ammatory cell content suggested that chemokine

production might be altered with age. An elevation
of monocyte chemoattractant protein (MCP-1) levels
was observed in wounds of aged mice. RNase pro-
tection studies, however, revealed that the produc-
tion of most chemokines, including MIP-2, MIP-1a,
MIP-1b, and eotaxin, tended to decline with age.
Because optimal wound healing requires both appro-
priate macrophage in®ltration and phagocytic activ-
ity, phagocytosis was examined. Compared to young
mice, wound macrophages from aged mice exhibited
a 37%±43% reduction in phagocytic capacity. Taken
together, the data demonstrate age-related shifts in
both macrophage and T cell in®ltration into wounds,
alterations in chemokine content, and a concurrent
decline in wound macrophage phagocytic function.
These alterations may contribute to the delayed
repair response of aging. Key words: in¯ammation/
macrophages/neutrophils/T cells/wound healing. J Invest
Dermatol 117:1027±1035, 2001

T
he wound repair process is a highly ordered series of
events that encompasses hemostasis, in¯ammatory cell
in®ltration, tissue regrowth, and remodeling. An
important component of normal wound healing is
the generation of an in¯ammatory reaction, which is

characterized by the sequential in®ltration of neutrophils, macro-
phages, and lymphocytes (Ross and Benditt, 1962). Although
neutrophils are the ®rst leukocyte in the wound, these cells are not
necessary for normal wound healing (Simpson and Ross, 1972). In
contrast, the macrophage has been shown to be a critical mediator
of tissue repair (Leibovich and Ross, 1975). Within a few days after
injury, macrophages are recruited to sites of injury by various
chemoattractants, including chemokines (DiPietro et al, 1995;
1998). Previous studies have demonstrated that macrophages
perform two distinct functions vital to the healing process.
Initially, macrophages engulf and phagocytose wound debris,
clearing the way for the growth of new dermal matrix.
Subsequently, macrophages produce angiogenic and ®brogenic
growth factors that promote the growth phase of repair (Polverini

et al, 1977; Hunt et al, 1984; DiPietro, 1995). As neutrophil and
macrophage levels decrease, the later in¯ammatory phase of wound
healing is typi®ed by the ingress of T lymphocytes (Ross and
Odland, 1968).

Laboratory and patient studies dating back almost a century
describe an age-related decline in the rate of repair (DeNouy,
1916). The majority of more recent studies de®ne age-related
alterations in the proliferative aspects of repair, including
keratinocyte proliferation (Gilchrest, 1983), extracellular matrix
synthesis (Ashcroft et al, 1997), and angiogenesis (Reed et al, 1998).
Previous studies in our laboratory have documented the effects of
aging on multiple proliferative aspects of wound healing in a
de®ned murine excisional wound model (Swift et al, 1999). These
many studies have provided detailed information regarding changes
in the wound proliferative response in aging. In contrast, age-
related changes in the function of in¯ammatory cells within
wounds are less well studied.

Our experiments compare in¯ammatory cell in®ltration at sites
of injury in young and aged mice in a de®ned and well-described
model of excisional wound healing. Previous studies by our
laboratory have shown that excisional wounds of aged mice exhibit
signi®cantly delayed wound repair (Swift et al, 1999). In aged mice,
complete wound reepithelialization was delayed by 3 d. Rates of
collagen synthesis and angiogenesis were similarly delayed in the
wounds of aged mice. The present study examines changes in the
functional status of wound macrophages by evaluating the ability of
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wound macrophages from young and aged mice to perform
phagocytosis. The studies provide new information about how the
sequence of wound in¯ammatory cell in®ltration changes with age,
and provide possible mechanisms for the altered repair response that
is observed in aging.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Animals and excisional injury model All procedures were reviewed
and approved by the Loyola University Institutional Animal Care and
Use Committee. Female BALB/c mice aged 8 wk and 22 mo (NIA/
Charles River, Stone Ridge, NY) were used in all studies except ¯ow
cytometry. Male BALB/c mice aged 8 wk (Jackson Laboratory, Bar
Harbor, ME) and 27 mo (NIA/Charles River) were used for ¯ow
cytometry. Female BALB/c mice reach sexual maturity at 7±8 wk of
age, and have a mean lifespan of 28 mo (Goodrick, 1975). Animals were
anesthetized by methoxy¯urane inhalation, and the dorsal hair was
shaved. Six full-thickness dermal wounds (3 mm) were produced on the
dorsum of each mouse with a standard biopsy punch (Acuderm, Fort
Lauderdale, FL). Wounds were placed in three pairs on opposite sides of
the midline, and were approximately 5 mm apart. The most caudal
wounds were located approximately 2 cm from the cervical vertebrae. At
various intervals between 1 d and 21 d after injury, the mice were killed
by halothane inhalation. Wounds and surrounding tissue were removed
and embedded in TBS Tissue Freezing Medium (Triangle Biomedical
Sciences, Durham, NC), or snap frozen in liquid nitrogen, and stored at
± 80°C for analysis. For RNA, myeloperoxidase (MPO), and chemokine
analysis, wounds were harvested with a 5 mm diameter dermal biopsy
punch.

Immunohistochemistry and tissue analysis Frozen embedded
wounds were sectioned at a thickness of 10 mm for immuno-
histochemical analysis. To identify the central portion of the wound,
section width was monitored as serial sections were produced. Only
intact sections from the widest portion of the wound were used for
analysis. Sections that were torn or incomplete were discarded. All
incubations and washes were carried out at room temperature.

For analysis of macrophage content, sections from the central portion
of each wound were stained with anti-F4/80, a rat monoclonal antibody
speci®c for murine macrophages (Serotec, Raleigh, NC). Histologic
sections were ®xed in acetone for 30 min and pretreated with 0.3%
H2O2 in methanol to block endogenous peroxidase. After three 5 min
washes in phosphate-buffered saline (PBS), sections were incubated with
normal mouse serum (1:10, Harlan, Indianapolis, IN) for 30 min.
Sections were incubated in primary antibody anti-F4/80 (Supernatant,
1:50) for 30 min, washed three times in PBS, and incubated in secondary
antibody (biotinylated mouse antirat Ig, 13.0 mg per ml, Jackson
Laboratories, West Grove, PA) for another 30 min. Subsequently,
sections were incubated with avidin±biotin±horseradish peroxidase com-
plex (Vector Laboratories, Burlingame, CA) for 30 min, and again
washed in PBS. Color development was performed with 3,3¢-diamino-
benzidine (Kirkegaard & Perry Laboratories, Gaithersburg, MD) for
10 min and sections were counterstained with Gills hematoxylin (Sigma,
St. Louis, MO). To quantitate macrophages, F4/80 positive cells were
counted in 10 random high power ®elds within the wound bed, and the
number of macrophages per square millimeter was determined. At each
time point, four wounds from each of six young and four aged mice
were analyzed and compared.

For analysis of T cell content, sections were stained with anti-CD3e
(Dako, Carpinteria, CA). Sections were brie¯y thawed and ®xed in
acetone for 15 min, and then rehydrated in PBS and blocked with 10%
normal goat serum. Samples were stained for CD3e with a rabbit
antihuman polyclonal primary antibody (Dako) at 2 mg per ml. After
washing, peroxidase activity was blocked with 0.3% H2O2 in methanol.
A biotinylated goat antirabbit secondary antibody (Sigma) was applied at
3.8 mg per ml followed by avidin±biotin±horseradish peroxidase complex
from a Vectastain ABC Peroxidase kit (Vector). The slides were
incubated in 3,3¢-diaminobenzidine (Kirkegaard & Perry Laboratories)
for 10 min and counterstained with Harris hematoxylin (Sigma). To

quantify T cells, video images of wound sections were captured using
Optronics Acquisition software (Optronics, Goleta, CA). Wound bed
areas were outlined and measured using ScionImage Beta 3b Acquisition
and Analysis software (Scion Corporation, Frederick, MD). The number
of CD3e-positive cells was counted in each wound bed, and the number
of CD3e-positive cells per square millimeter was calculated for each
section.

Neutrophils were stained using anti-GR-1 (Ly-6 g; Pharmingen, San
Diego, CA) following the identical protocol used to stain F4/80-positive
cells. The primary antibody was applied at a concentration of 5 mg per
ml. Gr-1-positive cells in the wound bed were counted and wound bed
areas were determined as described above using ScionImage with counts
expressed as neutrophil number per square millimeter.

Analysis of neutrophil MPO MPO levels were determined as
described by Suzuki et al (1983). To prepare samples, individual wounds
were homogenized in 2.0 ml of 20 mM phosphate buffer, pH 7.4.
Homogenates were centrifuged at 12,000g for 45 min, and the
supernatant was decanted. The pellets were resuspended in 1.0 ml of
50 mM phosphate buffer containing 10 mM ethylenediamine tetraacetic
acid and 0.5% hexadecyltrimethyl-ammonium bromide (HTAB). After a
freeze±thaw cycle, the samples were sonicated brie¯y and incubated at
60°C for 2 h to release maximal MPO activity. The samples were
centrifuged at 500g for 10 min and the supernatant was transferred to
1.5 ml tubes for storage at ±20°C.

For analysis, samples were thawed, and MPO standard (Sigma) was
diluted to generate a standard curve ranging from 0 to 3.0 units per ml.
Fifty microliter aliquots of sample or standard were placed in
12 3 75 mm glass tubes with 500 ml of assay buffer (0.1 M phosphate
buffer, pH 5.4, 1% HTAB, 0.43 mg per ml 3,3¢,5,5¢-tetramethylbenzi-
dine). The reactions were started by addition of 50 ml of 15 mM H2O2,
incubated at 37°C for 15 min, and stopped with 1.0 ml of cold 0.2 M
sodium acetate, pH 3.0. The absorbance of each sample was determined
by reading absorbance at 655 nm within 10 min. The assay was
performed on one wound from each of six young and four aged animals
at each time point. All samples and standards were tested in duplicate.

Isolation of wound macrophages Wound macrophages were
isolated using the subcutaneous sponge model. This model has been
shown to closely replicate the environment of the wound, and has been
used to study in¯ammation, angiogenesis, and granulation tissue
formation (Holm-Pedersen and Zederfeldt, 1971; Fahey et al, 1991;
Reed et al, 1998). Brie¯y, mice were anesthetized, and the dorsal hair
was shaved. A 2.0 cm incision was made on the dorsum of the mouse,
and a polyvinyl alcohol sponge (20 3 5 3 1 mm, Rippey, El Dorado
Hill, CA) was placed under the skin. The skin edges were approximated
and secured with surgical clips. At 3 d after placement, the sponge was
removed and placed in 1 ml of Dulbecco's PBS (Gibco BRL, Grand
Island, NY) in a 17 3 100 mm polypropylene tube. Sponges were
compressed with forceps for approximately 15 s to free in¯ammatory
cells from the sponge matrix. The barrel of a 3 ml syringe was inserted
into the top of each tube and the sponge was placed into the syringe
barrel. The syringe and the tube were subjected to centrifugation at 200g
for 1±2 min to remove residual liquid from the sponge.

Latex bead phagocytosis The wound cell suspension was adjusted to
a concentration of 2.5 3 105 cells per ml in RPMI 1640 (Gibco BRL)
supplemented with 10% fetal bovine serum (Biologos, Montgomery, IL),
100 U per ml penicillin, 100 mg per ml streptomycin (Biologos), and
2.5 mg per ml fungizone (Biologos) and plated in eight-well chamber
slides (105 cells per well) (n = 10 young; n = 11 old). After incubation at
37°C for 1 h, the chambers were washed three times with warm PBS to
remove nonadherent cells. Fresh medium or medium containing 10 ng
per ml lipopolysaccharide (Escherichia coli O26:B6, Sigma) was added to
each chamber. Slides were incubated at 37°C for 60 min, followed by
addition of 106 latex beads per well (6 mm diameter, Polysciences,
Warrington, PA). The cells and beads were incubated at 37°C for
90 min, and the excess beads were washed away with PBS. In order to
visualize the ingested beads, cells were ®xed and stained with Wright
Giemsa (Sigma). A total of 200 cells per chamber were examined and

Figure 1. Wound histology and immunhistochemical analysis. Black arrows demarcate wound margins. For (C)±(H), black boxes on low power
(253) insets indicate the region shown in the upper portion of the ®gure. White arrows indicate positively stained cells. (A, C, E, G) young mice; (B,
D, F, H) aged mice. (A, B) Day 5 wound sections, hematoxylin and eosin staining. (C, D) Day 1 wound sections, immunohistochemical staining with
the mature macrophage marker F4/80. (E, F) Day 2 wound sections, immunohistochemical staining with the neutrophil marker anti-GR-1. (G, H)
Day 14 wound sections stained with the T cell marker anti-CD3e. Scale bar: (A, B) 260 mm; (C±H) 25 mm.
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categorized according to the number of beads ingested. All samples were
tested in duplicate.

Sheep erythrocyte phagocytosis Wound cells were prepared and
allowed to adhere, as described above. To prepare opsonized
erythrocytes, sheep erythrocytes (Bio-Whittaker, Walkersville, MD) were
adjusted to a concentration of 1 3 109 cells per ml in dextrose±glucose±
veronal buffer (DGV; Bio-Whittaker) (n = 9 young; n = 10 old). An
equal volume of antisheep red blood cell stroma (7S) antibody (Sigma,
1:100) was added, and the mixture was incubated at 37°C for 30 min
followed by 30 min on ice. Opsonized erythrocytes were washed twice
in fresh DGV and resuspended in RPMI 1640. A total of 2 3 106

opsonized red blood cells were added to each chamber containing
wound macrophages and incubated at 37°C for 15 min. The excess
erythrocytes were washed away with PBS. In order to visualize the
ingested erythrocytes, cells were ®xed and stained with Wright Giemsa
(Sigma). A total of 200 cells per chamber were examined and categorized
according to the number of erythrocytes ingested. All samples were
tested in duplicate.

Immunostaining and ¯ow cytometry Isolated wound cell
suspensions from young and aged male mice were pelleted and
erythrocytes were lyzed. The following steps were carried out on ice. 2±
5 3 105 wound cells were incubated in 4% paraformaldehyde for 5 min.
After extensive washing in PBS, cells were incubated for 10 min in PBS
containing 1% bovine serum albumin (BSA, Sigma). Cells were
incubated with anti-FcgRIII/II monoclonal antibody (2.4G2,
Pharmingen) and ¯uorescein isothiocyanate (FITC) conjugated F(ab¢)2
fragment mouse antirat IgG (Jackson Laboratories). At each step cells
were washed with 1% BSA in PBS. Post staining cells were treated with
PBS containing 1% saponin (Sigma) and 1% BSA for 10 min.
Subsequently cells were incubated with rat antimouse macrophages/
monocytes monoclonal antibody (MOMA-2, Serotec) followed by
phycoerythrin (RPE) labeled goat antirat IgG (Caltag Laboratories,
Burlingame, CA). After each step, cells were washed with 1% saponin/
1% BSA/PBS. Flow cytometric analysis was carried out using a
FACStarPLUS (Becton Dickinson, San Jose, CA).

Determination of monocyte chemoattractant protein 1 (MCP-1)
levels in wounds Murine MCP-1 enzyme-linked immunosorbent
assay (ELISA) analysis was performed as previously described (Swift et al,
1999). Brie¯y, individual wounds were homogenized in 1.0 ml of PBS
containing Complete Protease Inhibitor Cocktail (Boehringer
Mannheim, Indianapolis, IN). Homogenates were sonicated for 15 s,
centrifuged to remove debris, and ®ltered through a 1.2 mm pore syringe
®lter. Analysis was performed with a commercially available murine
MCP-1 speci®c ELISA kit (BioSource International, Camarillo, CA).

Ribonuclease protection assay Speci®c RNA species were detected
using the RiboQuant Ribonuclease Protection Assay System
(Pharmingen). A 32P-UTP labeled probe was generated by in vitro
transcription of the mCK5 template set. For hybridization, 2 3 105

CPM of probe and 5 mg of total wound RNA were incubated overnight
at 56°C. RNA±probe hybrids were subjected to RNase digestion and
proteinase K treatment, followed by phenol extraction. The resulting
protected fragments were separated on a 5% polyacrylamide gel, and
detected by autoradiography. The expression of the mouse chemokines
RANTES, eotaxin, MIP-1a, MIP-1b, and MIP-2 was equalized to two
housekeeping genes (L32 and glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate
dehydrogenase) in a single RNase protection reaction. The assay was
performed with RNA prepared from two wounds from each of four
young and four aged animals at each time point.

Statistics For time course experiments, data were analyzed by a two-
way ANOVA. This analysis does not determine the signi®cance of
differences between aged and young mice at individual time points, but
instead detects the effect of age over the time course of wound healing.
In¯ammatory cell in®ltration, RNase protection, and phagocytosis data
were analyzed by a one-tailed t test. For all analyses, p-values less than
0.05 were considered signi®cant.

RESULTS

In¯ammatory cells in dermal wounds The in®ltration of
in¯ammatory cells into wounds from young and aged mice was
determined using a standard dermal excisional injury model (Swift
et al, 1999). Neutrophil in®ltration was measured by counting the
number of GR-1-positive cells in the wound bed, and by
measuring neutrophil MPO levels in wound homogenates.
Neutrophil in®ltration was observed as early as 6 h post injury in
wounds from both young and aged mice, peaking at day 1 to day 3
(Figs 1, 2). Compared to young mice, the wounds of aged mice
appeared to have decreased numbers of GR-1-positive in®ltrating
cells at days 1 and 2. MPO levels were similar in both groups,
however, and declined slowly from day 3 after injury, reaching near
baseline by day 14 after injury. The apparent discrepancy between
cell counts and MPO activity may be due to differential MPO
activity in neutrophils from aged and young mice. Another possible
explanation is that whereas MPO analysis includes all neutrophils,
even those trapped within the ®brin clot and scab, the GR-1 counts

Figure 2. Neutrophil content of excisional wounds from young
and aged mice as measured by total wound MPO level and the
number of GR-1-positive cells. (A) The mean MPO 6 SEM of
wounds from young (n = 6), and aged (n = 4) mice is shown. C,
control uninjured skin. (B) The mean number 6 SEM of GR-1-positive
cells per mm2 is depicted for young and aged mice (day 1, 2, n = 4; day
3, n = 3). Differences between young and aged mice did not reach
statistical signi®cance.

Figure 3. Macrophage in®ltration in excisional wounds from
young and aged mice. Macrophage in®ltration was analyzed by
immunohistochemical staining of wound sections and quantitation of F4/
80 immunopositive cells. The mean number of macrophages per
mm2 6 SEM in wounds of young (n = 6) and aged (n = 4) mice is
shown. C, control uninjured skin. p < 0.05 by two-way ANOVA
comparing differences in groups over time.
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are limited to the histologic wound bed. Despite the suggestion of
an increased level of GR-1-positive neutrophils in the wounds of
aged mice, neither the GR-1 counts nor wound MPO
demonstrated statistically signi®cant differences between young
and old mice at any time.

Macrophage in®ltration was assessed using immunohistochem-
ical staining for the F4/80 antigen on mature macrophages. In
wounds from both age groups, maximal macrophage counts were
observed on the ®rst day after wounding, with wounds from aged
mice having 56% more macrophages than wounds from young
(81 6 20 vs 52 6 13 macrophages per mm2). Whereas macro-
phage in®ltration followed the same time course in both young and
aged animals, there were signi®cantly greater numbers of macro-
phages in the wounds of aged mice than in young mice (p < 0.05,
Figs 1, 3). By day 5 after injury, macrophage numbers in wounds
from both groups had declined, and were comparable to numbers
seen in uninjured skin.

The in®ltration of T cells into wounds was also signi®cantly
altered in aged mice (p < 0.001, Figs 1, 4). In young mice, the
number of CD3e-positive cells reached a peak of 124 6 21 cells
per mm2 at day 7 post injury and steadily declined through day 21.
In contrast, the peak density of T cells in wounds of aged mice was
delayed, occurring at day 10 (152 6 23 cells per mm2). T cell levels
were also greatly sustained in aged mice, remaining increased by
74% at day 14 and 154% at day 21 over values seen in the wounds
of young mice. Taken together, the results suggest that in¯amma-
tory cell recruitment is signi®cantly perturbed with aging.

Chemokine levels in dermal wounds The considerable
increase in macrophage in®ltration in the wounds from the aged
mice suggested that the level of macrophage chemoattractants in
wounds might be altered with age. As previous studies have
implicated MCP-1 as an important macrophage chemoattractant in
wounds (DiPietro et al, 1995; 2001), the level of this CC
chemokine was examined throughout the time course of wound
repair (Fig 5). Because the amount of wound ¯uid that can be
obtained from this small excisional wound is limited, chemokine
levels were examined in wound homogenates. When measured in
wound homogenates, wounds from aged mice contained greater
amounts of MCP-1 than wounds from young mice (p < 0.01) at
nearly all time points. Interestingly the peak levels of MCP-1 were
reached at 12 h post injury, just prior to maximal macrophage
in®ltration. These data suggest that the increased levels of MCP-1
might be responsible for the increased macrophage in®ltration that
is observed in aged mice. Our previous studies of MCP-1 and
MIP-1a production in wounds suggested that chemokine mRNA
levels in wounds correlate well with chemokine protein levels
(DiPietro et al, 1995, 1998, 2001; Low et al, in press). Thus we took
advantage of RNase protection assays to examine the levels of a
large number of additional chemokines in the wounds of the aged
mice. As opposed to MCP-1, all other chemokines that were
examined, including MIP-2, MIP-1a, MIP-1b, RANTES, and
eotaxin, showed either no change with aging or decreased levels of
mRNA with aging (Fig 6). This interesting result suggests that
age-related alterations in chemokine production are speci®c to the
individual chemokine.

Wound macrophage function To assess the functional
activity of macrophages in wounds, wound macrophages were
isolated from sponges implanted subcutaneously in incisional
wounds. The ability of isolated wound macrophages to perform
nonspeci®c phagocytosis and Fc-mediated phagocytosis was
examined. First, macrophages were examined for their ability to
phagocytose latex beads, a standard in vitro phagocytic target.
Second, cells were assessed for their ability to carry out phagocytosis
of opsonized sheep erythrocytes. When phagocytosis of latex beads
was assessed, 27% fewer cells from aged mice were phagocytic (p
< 0.01), and those phagocytic cells consumed 37% fewer particles
than cells from young mice (p < 0.001) (Fig 7). A diminished
phagocytic response was also observed when opsonized
erythrocytes were used as the phagocytic target. Compared to

cells from young mice, 22% fewer wound macrophages from aged
mice were phagocytic. A 43% decrease in the number of
erythrocytes ingested per macrophage was also observed (p
< 0.001) (Fig 8). Thus, in both the latex bead assay and the
opsonized erythrocyte assay, macrophages from aged animals were
found to have reduced phagocytic activity.

Macrophage Fcg receptor levels One possible reason for the
observed decrease in macrophage phagocytic activity might be a
decrease in the levels of surface receptors critical to phagocytosis.
To examine this possibility, wound macrophage Fcg receptor status

Figure 5. Time course of wound MCP-1 production in young
and aged mice. MCP-1 content of wound homogenates was measured
by ELISA. The mean pg of MCP-1 per wound 6 SEM is shown for
young (n = 6) and aged (n = 4) mice. One wound per mouse was
analyzed. C, control uninjured skin. p < 0.01 by two-way ANOVA
comparing differences in groups over time.

Figure 4. T cell in®ltration in excisional wounds from young and
aged mice. T cell in®ltration was quantitated by immunohistochemical
staining of wounds for CD3e. The mean T cell number per
mm2 6 SEM in wounds of young and aged mice is shown. Young
mice, n = 8 (days 5, 10, 14), 9 (day 7), or 5 (day 21); aged mice, n = 5
(days 5, 7) or 4 (days 10, 14, 21); p < 0.001 by two-way ANOVA
comparing differences in groups over time.
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was investigated using two-color immuno¯uorescence staining
with monoclonal antibodies speci®c to mouse macrophage/
monocytes (MOMA-2) and FcgRIII/II (Fig 9). These studies
demonstrated no difference between the FcgRIII/II levels of young
and aged mice. The percentage of macrophages (MOMA-2
positive cells) that were also highly FcgRIII/II positive was not
signi®cantly different between the wound cells of young and aged
mice (9.9 6 2.1 vs 10.3 6 2.9%, NS). This result suggests that age-
related decreases in Fc-mediated phagocytosis are not simply due to
a decreased number of receptors.

DISCUSSION

Within the spectrum of events that occur during healing, an
adequate in¯ammatory response is key to appropriate tissue repair
(Leibovich and Ross, 1975). Although many parameters of immune
function have been shown to be altered with age, few studies have
previously examined age-related changes in the immune response
in the context of acute injury. This study presents a quantitative
assessment of multiple in¯ammatory cells in a single de®ned murine
model system. The ages studied represent roughly early adulthood
and late maturity in mice, and probably correspond to the extremes
of the adult wound healing response in this species. In humans, age-
related changes in wound healing have been described as following
a continuum, with decline beginning as early as the fourth decade
of life (DeNouy, 1916). Whether the age-related de®cits that occur
in murine wound healing will directly correlate with age-related
de®cits in human wound repair remains to be investigated.

In excisional wounds, neutrophil in®ltration was unchanged in
aged mice. In contrast, macrophage in®ltration was observed to be
signi®cantly greater in the wounds of aged mice than in young.
This ®nding agrees with a recent study of human wounds in which
an increase in the number of mature macrophages was noted
(Ashcroft et al, 1998). Because the macrophage has been docu-
mented to enhance repair (Leibovich and Ross, 1975; Danon et al,
1989), the discovery of increased macrophage levels in the face of
declining repair capacity is somewhat surprising. The most logical
explanation is that, although the number of wound macrophages
increases, the functional abilities of this cell decrease with age. An
increased number of macrophages in wounds might therefore
partially compensate for decreased function. Few previous studies
have speci®cally examined wound macrophage function. Several
previous studies utilizing other macrophage populations, however,
have shown that speci®c macrophage functions are signi®cantly
altered with age (Sunderkotter et al, 1997). For example, the
oxidative burst of macrophages is diminished with age (Davila et al,
1990; Alvarez and Santa Maria, 1996). The production of
monocyte-derived cytokines, such as interleukin-1 and interleu-
kin-6, is also altered with age (Bradley et al, 1989; Roubenoff et al,
1998). Pertinent to wound healing, macrophage production of the
angiogenic factor VEGF also declines with age (Swift et al, 1999).
With regard to phagocytic function, both age-related increases
(Weeks and Kavas, 1979; Wustrow et al, 1984; Rosa et al, 1993)
and decreases (Hazlett et al, 1990; Higashimoto et al, 1994;
Ferrandez and De la Fuente, 1999) have been demonstrated. The
apparent discrepancies in these results may arise from the fact that

Figure 6. Chemokine RNA levels in wounds of aged and young mice. Chemokine mRNA levels in wounds were determined by RNase
protection. (A) Densitometric analysis of chemokine expression. Values represent levels of mRNA relative to standard housekeeping genes (L32 and
glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase). Mean 6 SEM of young (closed bars, n = 4) and aged (open bars, n = 4) are shown. C, control uninjured
normal skin; D1, day 1, D3, day 3. (B) A representative RNase protection assay from day 3 wounds of young (lane 1) and aged (lane 2) mice.
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diverse monocyte and macrophage populations, obtained from a
variety of sources, were examined. Because site-speci®c differences
in macrophage function seem to exist, the study of macrophages
derived from the particular site of interest, such as the wound itself,
might be critical to obtaining relevant functional information
(Sunderkotter et al, 1997). Interestingly, age appears to be linked to
decreases both in the percentage of wound macrophages that are
phagocytic and in the number of particles consumed by each cell.
Overall, this decreased phagocytic activity may be an important
mechanistic factor in age-related changes in wound repair.

The reasons for diminished phagocytic capability with aging may
be numerous. In the case of Fc-receptor-mediated phagocytosis, no
signi®cant change in surface FcgRIII/II receptor levels was seen in
wound-derived macrophages. A previous report that examined
macrophages from the peritoneal cavity noted an increase in the
level of FcgRIII/II receptors in macrophages from aged mice
(Kizaki et al, 1998). Both ®ndings generally support the hypothesis

that a decrease in macrophage phagocytic receptors is not a global
feature of aging. One intriguing possibility is that the age-related
functional de®cit in phagocytosis involves a diminished signaling
capacity of surface receptors. Multiple age-related changes in
intracellular signaling, including protein phosphorylation and Ca2+

¯ux, have been described for the T cell receptor (Patel and Miller,
1992; Shi and Miller, 1993; Chakravarti and Abraham, 1999). Such
age-related signaling alterations have yet to be described for the Fc
receptor.

An additional novel observation of this study is the delayed, yet
ultimately increased, T cell in®ltration in the wounds of aged mice.
Ashcroft et al also noted that wound T cell content is altered in
aging, although their study examined much later time points in the
healing process (Ashcroft et al, 1998). The delayed but increased T
cell content in the wounds of aged mice raises new questions about
how T cell migration is modulated with age. If wound in¯amma-
tory cell ingress is perturbed with age, in¯ammatory cell in®ltration
in other circumstances, such as infective processes, may also exhibit
age-related alterations.

The signi®cance of altered T cell content to age-related delays in
wound healing is at present unknown. Speculation on this ®nding

Figure 7. Phagocytosis of latex beads by wound macrophages of
aged and young mice. Wound macrophages were assessed for their
ability to phagocytose 6 mm diameter latex beads. (A) Percentage of total
cells that were found to phagocytose one or more beads. (B) The total
number of beads phagocytosed by 100 macrophages. n = 10 young,
n = 11 aged. A total of 400 cells per sample were analyzed. * p < 0.01,
** p < 0.001 vs young by one-tailed t test.

Figure 8. Phagocytosis of opsonized erythrocytes by wound
macrophages of aged and young mice. Wound macrophages were
assessed for their ability to phagocytose opsonized sheep erythrocytes. (A)
Percentage of total cells that were found to phagocytose one or more
erythrocytes. (B) The total number of erythrocytes phagocytosed by 100
macrophages. n = 9 young, n = 10 aged. A total of 400 cells per sample
were analyzed. * p < 0.01 vs young by one-tailed t test.

Figure 9. Two-color analysis of the expression of FcgRIII/II on
wound macrophages from young and aged mice. The cells were
stained with anti-FcgRIII/II monoclonal antibody followed by FITC
antirat IgG, and then stained with antimacrophage/monocytes
monoclonal antibody followed by RPE antirat IgG. Pro®les
representative of ®ve separate experiments are shown. Flow cytometric
analysis of wound in¯ammatory cells from (A) young and (B) aged mice.
n = 5.
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is complicated by the fact that a de®nitive understanding of T cell
function in normal wounds has proved elusive. In normal mice, T
cell depletion impairs the healing response (Peterson et al, 1987).
Athymic nude mice exhibit an increase in wound breaking strength
over that of normal mice, however (Barbul et al, 1989). The delay
in T cell in®ltration seen in the wounds of aged mice is most
consistent with the notion that T cells function to augment the
healing process. The rami®cations of the sustained T cell content in
the resolving wound of the aged animal are less understandable.
Previous studies of age-related changes in T cell function have
shown that several cellular functions, including cytokine produc-
tion and responsiveness, may be altered with age (Hefton et al,
1980; Gillis et al, 1981; Chakravarti and Abraham, 1999). These
®ndings suggest that, in tandem with changes in the number of
wound T cells, particular T cell functions that are critical to wound
healing may also be altered with age.

In addition to examining the pattern of neutrophil, macrophage,
and T cell in®ltration into dermal wounds, the levels of leukocyte
chemoattractants in wounds were also examined. Chemokine
production has been shown to be critical to optimal wound repair
in several experimental systems (Fahey et al, 1990; DiPietro et al,
1995; 1998; Fivenson et al, 1997; Devalaraja et al, 2000; Jackman et
al, 2000). In this study, the age-related increase in wound MCP-1
production paralleled an increase in macrophage in®ltration. This
®nding implies that age-related alterations in chemokine produc-
tion might be mechanistically signi®cant to age-related changes in
the in¯ammatory response. Previous studies in our laboratory have
shown that topical application of recombinant MCP-1 to incisional
wounds in young mice enhances macrophage in®ltration (DiPietro
et al, 2001). Similarly, the neutralization of MCP-1 by antibody
treatment caused a reduction in macrophage recruitment into
wounds (DiPietro et al, 2001). These studies support the notion that
MCP-1 levels can strongly in¯uence the in¯ux of macrophages into
wounds. Our examination of a panel of chemokines, however,
failed to demonstrate a consistent pattern of increasing wound
chemokine levels with age. The increase in MCP-1 content in the
wounds of aged mice was observed only early in the repair process,
at day 1 after injury. By day 3, many of the chemokines that we
examined, including MIP-2, MIP-1a, MIP-1b, and eotaxin,
appear to be decreased in the wounds from aged mice, although
these trends did not reach signi®cance. Whereas the role of each of
these speci®c chemokines in healing wounds has not yet been
discovered, a growing body of evidence suggests that the appro-
priate production of both CC and CXC chemokines is critical to
optimal wound repair. Mice de®cient in CC chemokines, such as
MCP-1, display defective wound repair (Low et al, in press).
Similarly, mice de®cient for either the CXC chemokine IP-10 or
the CXC receptor CXCR2 also exhibit delayed wound healing
(Luster et al, 1998; Devalaraja et al, 2000). Taken together, these
®ndings suggest that the delay in repair that is seen with age may
derive, at least in part, from selective changes in chemokines. This
hypothesis is supported by studies in other models of in¯ammation
where speci®c chemokines are known to critically regulate
in¯ammatory cell function (Lukacs et al, 1993; Karpus et al,
1995). In addition, because chemokines can in¯uence not only
in¯ammation but also proliferative events, such as angiogenesis, the
observed decrease in the levels of chemokines in the wounds of
aged animals may have multiple effects. The examination of a very
broad panel of chemoattractants by contemporary molecular
methods, such as gene array analysis, may assist in establishing the
critical chemokine coordinators of tissue repair. This information
will ultimately provide a new understanding of the consequences of
aging on both the acute in¯ammatory and reparative responses.

Supported by NIH RO1-GM55238 (LAD) and a Dissertation Grant from the

National Institute of Aging (MES).

REFERENCES

Alvarez E, Santa Maria C: In¯uence of the age and sex on respiratory burst of human
monocytes. Mech Ageing Dev 90:157±161, 1996

Ashcroft GS, Horan MA, Ferguson MW: Aging is associated with reduced deposition
of speci®c extracellular matrix components, an upregulation of angiogenesis,
and an altered in¯ammatory response in a murine incisional wound healing
model. J Invest Dermatol 108:430±437, 1997

Ashcroft GS, Horan MA, Ferguson MW: Aging alters the in¯ammatory and
endothelial cell adhesion molecule pro®les during human cutaneous wound
healing. Lab Invest 78:47±58, 1998

Barbul A, Shawe T, Rotter SM, et al: Wound healing in nude mice: a study on the
regulatory role of lymphocytes in ®broplasia. Surgery 105:764±769, 1989

Bradley SF, Vibhagool A, Kunkel SL, Kauffman CA: Monokine secretion in aging
and protein malnutrition. J Leukoc Biol 45:510±514, 1989

Chakravarti B, Abraham GN: Aging and T-cell-mediated immunity. Mech Ageing
Dev 108:183±206, 1999

Danon D, Kowatch MA, Roth GS: Promotion of wound repair in old mice by local
injection of macrophages. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA 86:2018±2020, 1989

Davila DR, Edwards CKd, Arkins S, et al: Interferon-gamma-induced priming for
secretion of superoxide anion and tumor necrosis factor-alpha declines in
macrophages from aged rats. Faseb J 4:2906±2911, 1990

DeNouy PL: Cicatrization of wounds. J Exp Med 24:461±470, 1916
Devalaraja RM, Nanney LB, Qian Q, et al: Delayed wound healing in CXCR2

knockout mice. J Invest Dermatol 115:234±244, 2000
DiPietro LA: Wound healing: the role of the macrophage and other immune cells.

Shock 4:233±240, 1995
DiPietro LA, Polverini PJ, Rahbe SM, Kovacs EJ: Modulation of JE/MCP-1

expression in dermal wound repair. Am J Pathol 146:868±875, 1995
DiPietro LA, Burdick M, Low QE, et al: MIP-1alpha as a critical macrophage

chemoattractant in murine wound repair. J Clin Invest 101:1693±1698, 1998
DiPietro. LA, Reintjes MG, Low QEH, et al: Modulation of macrophage

recruitment into wounds by monocyte chemoattractant protein-1. Wound
Rept Regen 9:28±33, 2001

Fahey TJd, Sherry B, Tracey KJ, et al: Cytokine production in a model of wound
healing: the appearance of MIP-1, MIP-2, cachectin/TNF and IL-1. Cytokine
2:92±99, 1990

Fahey TJd, Sadaty A, Jones WGd, et al: Diabetes impairs the late in¯ammatory
response to wound healing. J Surg Res 50:308±313, 1991

Ferrandez MD, De la Fuente M: Effects of age, sex and physical exercise on the
phagocytic process of murine peritoneal macrophages. Acta Physiol Scand
166:47±53, 1999

Fivenson DP, Faria DT, Nickoloff BJ, et al: Chemokine and in¯ammatory cytokine
changes during chronic wound healing. Wound Rept Regen 5:310±322, 1997

Gilchrest BA: In vitro assessment of keratinocyte aging. J Invest Dermatol 81:184s±9s,
1983

Gillis S, Kozak R, Durante M, Weksler ME: Immunological studies of aging.
Decreased production of and response to T cell growth factor by lymphocytes
from aged humans. J Clin Invest 67:937±942, 1981

Goodrick CL: Life-span and the inheritance of longevity of inbred mice. J Gerontol
30:257±263, 1975

Hazlett LD, Kreindler FB, Berk RS, Barrett R: Aging alters the phagocytic capability
of in¯ammatory cells induced into cornea. Curr Eye Res 9:129±138, 1990

Hefton JM, Darlington GJ, Casazza BA, Weksler ME: Immunologic studies of aging.
V. Impaired proliferation of PHA responsive human lymphocytes in culture. J
Immunol 125:1007±1010, 1980

Higashimoto Y, Ohata M, Uetani K, et al: In¯uence of age on mouse pulmonary
alveolar macrophage clonal growth. Nippon Ronen Igakkai Zasshi 31:854±859,
1994

Holm-Pedersen P, Zederfeldt B: Granulation tissue formation in subcutaneously
implanted cellulose sponges in young and old rats. Scand J Plast Reconstr Surg
5:13±16, 1971

Hunt TK, Knighton DR, Thakral KK, et al: Studies on in¯ammation and wound
healing: angiogenesis and collagen synthesis stimulated in vivo by resident and
activated wound macrophages. Surgery 96:48±54, 1984

Jackman SH, Yoak MB, Keerthy S, Beaver BL: Differential expression of
chemokines in a mouse model of wound healing. Ann Clin Lab Sci 30:201±
207, 2000

Karpus WJ, Lukacs NW, McRae BL, et al: An important role for the chemokine
macrophage in¯ammatory protein-1 alpha in the pathogenesis of the T cell-
mediated autoimmune disease, experimental autoimmune encephalomyelitis. J
Immunol 155:5003±5010, 1995

Kizaki T, Ookawara T, Oh-Ishi S, et al: An increase in basal glucocorticoid
concentration with age induces suppressor macrophages with high-density Fc
gamma RII/III. Immunology 93:409±414, 1998

Leibovich SJ, Ross R: The role of the macrophage in wound repair. A study with
hydrocortisone and antimacrophage serum. Am J Pathol 78:71±100, 1975

Low QEH, Drugea I, Duffner LA, et al: Wound healing in MIP-1a-/- and MCP-
1(-/-) mice. Am J Pathol 159:457±63, 2001

Lukacs NW, Kunkel SL, Strieter RM, et al: The role of macrophage in¯ammatory
protein 1 alpha in Schistosoma mansoni egg-induced granulomatous
in¯ammation. J Exp Med 177:1551±1559, 1993

Luster AD, Cardiff RD, MacLean JA, et al: Delayed wound healing and disorganized
neovascularization in transgenic mice expressing the IP-10 chemokine. Proc
Assoc Am Physicians 110:183±196, 1998

Patel HR, Miller RA: Age-associated changes in mitogen-induced protein
phosphorylation in murine T lymphocytes. Eur J Immunol 22:253±260, 1992

1034 SWIFT ET AL THE JOURNAL OF INVESTIGATIVE DERMATOLOGY



Peterson JM, Barbul A, Breslin RJ, et al: Signi®cance of T-lymphocytes in wound
healing. Surgery 102:300±305, 1987

Polverini PJ, Cotran PS, Gimbrone MA Jr, Unanue ER: Activated macrophages
induce vascular proliferation. Nature 269:804±806, 1977

Reed MJ, Corsa A, Pendergrass W, et al: Neovascularization in aged mice: delayed
angiogenesis is coincident with decreased levels of transforming growth factor
beta1 and type I collagen. Am J Pathol 152:113±123, 1998

Rosa LF, De Almeida AF, Sa® DA, Curi R: Metabolic and functional changes in
lymphocytes and macrophages as induced by ageing. Physiol Behav 53:651±656,
1993

Ross R, Benditt EP: Wound healing and collagen formation: ®ne structure in
experimental scurvy. J Cell Biol 12:533±551, 1962

Ross R, Odland G: Human wound repair. II. In¯ammatory cells, epithelial±
mesenchymal interrelations, and ®brogenesis. J Cell Biol 39:152±168, 1968

Roubenoff R, Harris TB, Abad LW, et al: Monocyte cytokine production in an
elderly population: effect of age and in¯ammation. J Gerontol A Biol Sci Med Sci
53:M20±M26, 1998

Shi J, Miller RA: Differential tyrosine-speci®c protein phosphorylation in mouse T
lymphocyte subsets. Effect of age. J Immunol 151:730±739, 1993

Simpson DM, Ross R: The neutrophilic leukocyte in wound repair: a study with
antineutrophil serum. J Clin Invest 51:2009±2023, 1972

Sunderkotter C, Kalden H, Luger TA: Aging and the skin immune system. Arch
Dermatol 133:1256±1262, 1997

Suzuki K, Ota H, Sasagawa S, et al: Assay method for myeloperoxidase in human
polymorphonuclear leukocytes. Anal Biochem 132:345±52, 1983

Swift ME, Kleinman HK, DiPietro LA: Impaired wound repair and delayed
angiogenesis in aged mice. Lab Invest 79:1479±1487, 1999

Weeks BA, Kavas AF: Macrophage chemotaxis and phagocytosis in guinea pigs:
in¯uence of age and nutrition. J Reticuloendothel Soc 26:501±506, 1979

Wustrow TP, Denny TN, Fernandes G, Good RA: Age-dependent alterations of
peritoneal exudate macrophages in autoimmune-prone and autoimmune-
resistant mouse strains. Cell Immunol 83:321±329, 1984

VOL. 117, NO. 5 NOVEMBER 2001 WOUND HEALING IN AGED MICE 1035




