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Objective/Background: Bovine tuberculosis is one of the zoonotic diseases and important in

terms of both public health and its impact on the decrease in animal products and heavy

economic losses. Consequently, its control is warranted. The key in controlling bovine

tuberculosis is to test and slaughter the infected cows. In this method, animals >3 months

of age undergo a comparative tuberculin test, and the positive cases are sent to a slaugh-

terhouse. This study reviews the trend of coverage process of testing and slaughtering of

infected cows in Iran during 2000–2014 to evaluate the bovine tuberculosis control in this

period.

Methods: In the current study, the data related to the control program of bovine tuberculo-

sis and domestic animal population in Iran were taken from the Agriculture Ministry. Next,

the yearly percentage of the tested cows and the proportion of positive cows to tested cows

were calculated, and the process was drawn.

Results: The results show that the coverage of a tuberculin testing process has been con-

stant. The lowest percentage of test coverage was in 2005 with 11.8%, and the highest per-

centage of test coverage was in 2008 with 19.2%. On average, 15.7% of cows underwent the

program of tuberculin test over this period. The results showed that the proportion of pos-

itive cases to tested cows increased in 2008 and 2009, and subsequently decreased in the

following years. In addition, 0.13% of tested cases in this period were positive.

Conclusion: The results of this study show that the coverage of a tuberculin testing process

has been constant during this period. If more animals were covered by the program, more

positive cases would have been detected and removed; this will have better effect in con-

trolling the tuberculosis. The proportion of positive tests showed that it had been increas-

ing in 2008 and 2009, and subsequently decreasing, which indicates decreased prevalence

and efficacy of the bovine tuberculosis control program in the cattle herd that underwent

the tuberculin test in these years.
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