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Abstract 

In order to improve the power and reduce the emission of a naturally aspirated gasoline engine at the same time, the 
effect of different intake structure parameters on the engine performance is investigated in details based on harmonic 
analysis and an optimization is carried out. First a full-scale gasoline engine model is set up using GT-power, which 
is calibrated by comparing the experimental data. Then the harmonic effect of the intake system is studied through 
spectrum analysis of pressure wave. The effects of different intake parameters on engine performance are 
investigated. At last the intake pipe is optimized using response surface model. The study shows that harmonic effect 
has big impact on the gasoline engine. The dynamic performance of the engine can be improved at all speeds by 
optimization the intake system parameters, and an increase of the maximum torque up to 7% is indicated. 
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1. Introduction 

Energy saving and emission reduction are two world wild problems. In order to meet the increasing 
demand on the performance of internal combustion engine and satisfy the more and more restricted 
emission regulations, the power, reliability, life cycle, emissions and fuel economy of IC engine need to 
be further improved. Thus a more in-depth research on the engine is necessary. It is well known that the 
intake system is vital for the performance of an IC engine. A good designed and optimized intake system 
can increase the intake volume efficiency, and thus improve the engine power, increase the torque, reduce 
harmful emissions and fuel consumption rate at a certain speed range[1]. The newly designed engine uses 
many new technologies to meet these requirements, such as variable intake manifold, variable intake 
valve timing, turbocharging etc., which ensure the dynamic performance of the engine and satisfy the 
emission requirements at the same time[2-5]. But for some old engines, full new design is money and time 
cost. Optimizing the intake and exhaust system using the dynamic harmonic effect is a simple and 
practical way[6,7]. In this paper, first the harmonic effect of the intake system is investigated through 
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spectrum analysis of pressure wave. Then the effect of different intake structural parameters on the engine 
performance is studied. Based on study above, an optimization of the intake system is carried out using 
response surface model. The optimal results show that the performance of the engine improves obviously. 

2. Simulation modeling and verification 

This study is conducted on a domestic four cylinder, four-stroke SI engine, which was released in late 
1990s. The bore diameter is 65 mm, the piston stroke is 75 mm, the length of connecting rod is 113 mm, 
the compression ratio is 10.75 and the working volume of the engine is 1L. The engine has a maximum 
power output of 45 kW at 6600 rpm and 71 Nm of torque at 5000 rpm. Its performance can be improved 
by optimizing the intake, exhaust and combustion system etc to meet the requirement today. But in this 
paper only the effect and optimization of intake system is discussed.  

The full engine system simulation model is set up using GT-Power software tool[8,9]. The main 
components of the engine system are air cleaner, throttle, intake and exhaust manifolds, and cylinders etc, 
which are illustrated in Fig. 1.  

 

Fig. 1. simulation modeling of original engine 

This simulation model is calibrated by experiment data. The comparison of torque and power under 
full load condition are shown in Fig. 2. As we can see, the simulation results match the experiment data 
quite well. The difference of the torque and power distributions is less than 3%. There are also other 
verifications, such as comparison of volume efficiency, BSFC, heat release rate, etc. All the calibrations 
prove this GT model is reliable and can be used in following studies. 
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Fig. 2. The comparison between simulation and experimental results 
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3. Harmonics analysis 

Corresponding to the engine speed, the pressure wave in the intake pipe varies dynamically. The 
pressure wave just before intake valve at the speed of 3000r/min is shown in Fig. 3(a). It actually is the 
superposition of all kinds of reflecting waves. In order to find out the most important wave frequency, a 
spectrum analysis is necessary. The spectrum characteristics can be obtained easily by a fast Fourier 
transform, which is shown in Fig. 3(b). By analyzing the spectrum of each pressure wave, it will help to 
understand the pulsation and resonance effects of the intake system. 
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Fig. 3. (a) The dynamic pressure wave at the inlet valve; (b) spectral characteristics of intake valve pressure wave 

From Fig. 3, it clearly shows that the pressure wave can be decomposed into two parts. One is main (or 
average) pressure corresponding to the standard atmospheric pressure. The other is the vibration pressure, 
which is the result of the periodical opening and closing of intake valve. Although the amplitude of the 
fluctuations part is small, it plays a key role in the intake process of gas because its dynamics affects the 
effective intake volume greatly. It is also found from Fig. 3 that there are 4 main four major frequencies 
by the spectrum analysis. As mentioned above the pressure wave is actually the superposition of all kinds 
of reflecting and bouncing waves which are determined by the structure and flow parameters. The intake 
pressure waves at other engine speeds are also analyzed. Same conclusions as above can be obtained. If 
the phase of those main frequencies can be adjusted to adapt to the intake valve open time, it will benefit 
the gas inflow rate into the cylinder[7]. The phases of the four frequencies are shown in Table 1 at 
different engine speeds. 

Table 1. the comparison of wave phase at three different engine speed 

1st mode 2nd mode 3rd mode 4th mode 

2000r/min -1.91302 3.08062 2.68532 1.94546 

3000r/min 0.04732 0.01848 0.01755 0.01081 

5500r/min 2.99648 1.71929 -2.86046 -2.50778 

From table 1, it is found out that the intake system of the original engine has a poor intake resonance at 
the speed of 2000r/min, because of a big difference of phase for all 4 modes. At the speed of 3000r/min, it 
has a best intake resonator because of a small difference of intake frequency phase.  

4. The effects of intake structure parameters on engine performance 

From above analysis, it is found that the intake process is affected greatly by the pressures wave. And 
it has been shown that the dynamics of such pressure wave is determined by the structure 
parameters[7,10]. But their relationship is not direct and complicated. Usually people put more attention 
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to the power, torque and fuel consumption of an engine. So in the following we look directly into these 
parameters instead of spectral analysis.  
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Fig. 4. Torque for different manifold diameters (the original=40mm) 

First the influence of different intake manifold diameters is studied, which is shown in Fig. 4. As we 
can see, the effect of diameter on engine performance is small. Even the pipe diameter decreases 20%, the 
change of torque is still small. Only at 4500-6000 rpm, there is a little increment in torque, which is no 
more than 1%.  It basically has no effect on other speeds. The same results happen to the change of the 
primary pipe diameter. So either increasing or decreasing intake diameters, they have a small impact on 
the engine performance.  
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Fig. 5. Torque for different primary pipe lengths (the original=450mm) 

Fig. 6. Torque comparison of different intake manifold lengths (the original=180 mm) 

On the contrary, the influence of intake pipe length is obvious for the gasoline engine we studied. In 
Fig. 5, the effects of different primary pipe lengths on the engine torque is shown and the results of intake 
manifold pipe are shown in Fig. 6. When other structural parameters of the engine keep unchanged, only 
the length of the primary pipe varies. It has a small effect on the high speed engine range, namely 
4500r/min above in our case as shown in Fig. 5. From low speed range (2000-3000rpm) to middle speed 
(3500-4500), the effect of primary pipe length is totally different. Basically with the increase of primary 
pipe length, the torque of low speed increases while the middle range decreases. For low speed range, the 
torque can increase up to 7% when the primary pipe length increases 30% at engine speed 2500r/min. 
Similarly change can be obtained for middle range speed with decreasing the length. Since there is no 
way to improve the torque for all engine speeds at the same time, it depends on the designer to choose the 
best length. For an example, if the performance of middle speed range is important, one should decrease 
the primary pipe length, or vice versa. 
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As for intake manifold length, it can be seen from Fig 6. that it has effect on all engine speed range. 
And it seems the direct of change is one way for this engine. When the manifold length decreases, the 
torque of the engine increases. Even though there are some range that the increase is not obvious but the 
overall trend is increase. For example, at 3500 rpm, when the manifold length decreases from 240mm to 
120mm, an increase of torque from 67Nm to 73Nm can be observed. Briefly if do not consider other 
factors, reducing the engine manifold length seems a good choice for this special engine. 

5. Optimization of the intake system and results 

IC engine is a complex system. Various parameters have different effects on the engine performance. 
It is hard to find out the best results by a single-variable optimization results. It requires considering all 
the factors together. There are many optimization algorithms. For this study, it is found out that the effect 
of diameter is small. So here only the lengths of intake primary and manifold pipe are considered together. 
Since it is only a two-factor optimization problem, the simple response surface model is adopted. Fig 7 
shows torque and fuel consumption response surface map at 3000r/min. 
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Fig. 7. torque and fuel consumption response surface map at 3000r/min 

Similarly, the corresponding surface function at other engine speed can be created. According to the 
torque and fuel consumption response map at different speeds, the maximum torque region and the 
minimum fuel consumption region at fixed engine speed can be obtained. But as we know, for each 
engine speed there is an optimal length. One needs to combine all the optimal zones together to find out 
the best value for all speed. The final optimization values are shown in Table 2. In order to compare, two 
set of optimal lengths are selected.  

Table 2. The optimization value of engine structure parameters 
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 Original optimization 1 optimization 2 

primary pipe length (mm) 450 450 400 

manifold length (mm) 180 120 120 
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Fig. 8. (a) Engine torque before and after optimization;  (b) ngine fuel consumption before and after optimization 

The torque and fuel consumption for the engine with optimized lengths are shown in Fig. 8. As we can 
see, the engine performance is improved greatly for both optimization schemes. For optimization 1 listed 
in table 2, the torque is improved at all speeds. The maximum happens at 3500r/min, and the engine 
torque is increased almost 5%. For the second scheme, only at small range of engine speed (around 
3000rpm) the torque is decreased. But the maximum torque is the biggest among theses three. At 
3500r/min, the increment of torque reaches a maximum of 7%. On the other hand, as shown in Fig. 8(b), 
the BSFC for the optimized engine has also decreased a little.  

6. Conclusion 

A series studies is conducted for the intake system of an old 1L domestic naturally aspirated gasoline 
engine using GT-power. The goal is to optimize the engine performance without changing the whole 
system. In this paper local optimization of the intake system is carried out. First, pressures wave before 
the intake valve is analyzed using spectral method at different engine speed. It helps to find out the 
primary wave frequency quickly and analysis the factor affecting the resonance. The fluctuation pressure 
plays a key role in the intake process. And the analysis shows that at 3000 rpm, the phase difference 
between the various frequency waves is little and good resonance result can be obtained. The structure 
parameters determine the pressure wave and thus affect the engine performance. So second, the effects of 
different parameters of intake system on the engine performance are studied. For our study case, the 
effect of diameter (including primary pine and manifold pipe) is small. The length of primary pipe only 
affects low and middle engine speed range, and the influence is in an opposite way. It can not improve the 
whole speed range performance by changing the primary pipe length alone. While the length of intake 
manifold pipe has influence on all engine speed. And shorter pipe has more advantages. At last, 
optimizing the length of primary pipe and manifold pipe length is carried out using response surface 
model. Two set of optimal lengths are selected. The optimal results show that the engine performance is 
improved obvious and a maximum increment of 7% for torque is observed. The further work will keep 
look into the relationship between the structure parameters and the intake pressure wave. Maybe 
combining with exhaust system will increase the engine performance further. 

Acknowledgements 



762  Xiaolong Yang et al.\ / Energy Procedia 14 (2012) 756 – 762 X Yang, C Liao, J Liu / Energy Procedia 00 (2011) 000–000 7

This research is supported by the Fundamental Research Funds for the Central Universities of Hunan 
University, Science Fund of State Key Laboratory of Advanced Design and Manufacturing for Vehicle 
Body No. 31075013 and Hunan University 985 Fund. 

References  

[1] Longbao Zhou.Internal combustion engine.Beijing: China Machine Press,2003.

[2] Ray T. Ko,Mark P. Blodgettc,Shamachary Sathish et al.Application of Resonant Frequency Eddy Current Technique on a 

Shot-Peened Nickel-Based Engine-Grade Material[C].//Review of progress in quantitative nondestructive evaluation :.2007:1608-

1615.  

[3] Feifei Liu,Shuisheng Jiang,Guangjun Jiang et al. Study on Variable Intake Pipe Length of Vehicle Engine [J]. Journal of 

Nanchang University(Engineering & Technology Edition),2007,29(3):256-259.  

[4] Jinhui Su,Li Zhang,Wei Su et al. Design and Optimization of VVT System Parameters for Motorcycle Engine [J]. Journal of 

Chongqing University(Engineering & Technology Edition),2005,28(4):19-22.  

[5]Avner Engel,Miryam Barad.A Methodology for Modeling VVT Risks and Costs[J].Systems Engineering,2003,6(3):135-151. 

[6] YU Guo-he, YAN Xiang-an, FENG Shu-jie, LIU Shu-liang. The Influence of Resonance in Inlet Pipe on Dynamic 

Performance of Single -cylinder Engine [J]. Journal of Sichuan University(Engineering & Technology Edition), 2007,39(3):166-169.

[7]M. Harrison, P. Stanev. Measuring wave dynamics in IC engine intake systems. Journal of Sound and Vibration, 269 (2004) 

389–408. 

[8]Sasa Trajkovic,Per Tunestal,Bengt Johansson et al.Simulation of a Pneumatic Hybrid Powertrain with VVT in GT-Power and 

Comparison with Experimental Data[C].//SAE 2009 World Congress.2009:11630-11643. 

[9] Rosli Abu Bakar,Semin,Abdul Rahim Ismail et al.Computational Simulation of Fuel Nozzle Multi Holes Geometries Effect 

on Direct Injection Diesel Engine Performance Using GT-POWER[J].American Journal of Applied Sciences,2008,5(2). 

[10]A. Ohata, Y. Ishida, Dynamic inlet pressure and volumetric efficiency of four cycle four cylinder engine, SAE Paper No. 

820407, 1982. 


