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The inhibitor methyl viologen (MV) has been widely used in photosynthesis to study oxidative stress. Its effects
on electron transfer kinetics in Synechocystis sp. PCC6803 cellswere studied to characterize its electron-accepting
properties. For thefirst hundreds offlashes followingMVaddition at submillimolar concentrations, the kinetics of
NADPH formationwere hardlymodified (less than 15% decrease in signal amplitude)with a significant signal de-
crease only observed after more flashes or continuous illumination. The dependence of the P700 photooxidation
kinetics on the MV concentration exhibited a saturation effect at 0.3 mMMV, a concentration which inhibits the
recombination reactions in photosystem I. The kinetics of NADPH formation and decay under continuous light
with MV at 0.3 mM showed that MV induces the oxidation of the NADP pool in darkness and that the yield of
linear electron transfer decreased by only 50% after 1.5–2 photosystem-I turnovers. The unexpectedly poor effi-
ciency of MV in inhibiting NADPH formation was corroborated by in vitro flash-induced absorption experiments
with purifiedphotosystem-I, ferredoxin and ferredoxin-NADP+-oxidoreductase. These experiments showed that
the second-order rate constants of MV reduction are 20 to 40-fold smaller than the competing rate constants
involved in reduction of ferredoxin and ferredoxin-NADP+-oxidoreductase. The present study shows that MV,
which accepts electrons in vivo both at the level of photosystem-I and ferredoxin, can be used at submillimolar
concentrations to inhibit recombination reactions in photosystem-I with only a moderate decrease in the
efficiency of fast reactions involved in linear electron transfer and possibly cyclic electron transfer.

© 2014 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
1. Introduction

Inhibitors of electron flow have been widely used for the character-
ization of electron/proton transfer reactions in photosynthesis [1].
The herbicide methyl viologen (MV; also named paraquat) is thought
to inhibit photosynthetic electronflowby accepting electrons frompho-
tosystem I (PSI) [2]. It is highly water-soluble and exhibits a low mid-
point potential of −446 mV vs NHE [3]. After single reduction from
the divalent to the monovalent cation state, MV is rapidly reoxidized
by oxygen [4], a reaction that leads to superoxide production, with sub-
sequent formationof other deleterious ROS species [5]. The ability ofMV
to induce oxidative stress has been extensively used to study the phys-
iological adaptation of photosynthetic organisms and to study/select
mutants resistant or sensitive to this stress (cyanobacteria: [6–15];
ctrontransfer;DCMU,thephoto-
ea;ET, electron transfer; (FA, FB),
I acceptor; Fd, ferredoxin; Fdred,
ase; FNRox, oxidized FNR; FNRsq,
R isoform; FNRS, small FNR iso-
Pc,oxidativepentosephosphate
plants: [16–19]). Despite this, the MV reduction process is very poorly
characterized in vivo, regarding both its exact site(s) of action and its
kinetic properties.

During linear electron transfer (LET), NADP+ is reduced into NADPH.
This involves light-induced charge separationwithin PSI which, besides
the oxidation of the primary donor P700, eventually leads to the fast
(sub)microsecond reduction of the terminal electron acceptor (FA, FB)
[20,21], a pair of closely spaced [4Fe–4S] clusters [22,23]. The different
steps following PSI charge separation and leading to NADP+ reduction
have been studied in vitro [24–27] whereas only NADPH formation
has been observed in vivo up to now [28,29] (see however [30]).
These steps involve the fastmicrosecond reduction of the soluble accep-
tor ferredoxin (Fd) by PSI followed by NADPH formation by ferredoxin-
NADP+-oxidoreductase (FNR). This enzyme catalyzes the two electron
reduction of NADP+ using two reduced ferredoxins (Fdred). In the cyano-
bacterium Synechocystis sp. PCC 6803 (hereafter named Synechocystis)
as in many cyanobacteria, two FNR isoforms are present [31]. Under
phototrophic conditions, the large isoform FNRL, which is bound to the
phycobilisome, constitutes the most part of FNR [32]. The short isoform
FNRS is similar to plastidial FNR and is expressedunder growth conditions
involving respiratory electron transfer [32]. Purified FNRS and FNRL

(bound to a phycobilisome subcomplex) have been previously found to
exhibit rather similar catalytic properties [33]. Apart from LET, PSI is
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also involved both in cyclic electron transfer (CET) and recombination re-
actions. The contribution of these two processes is expected to increase
relatively to LET when the pool of stromal reductants (PSI acceptors, Fd,
NADP) is highly reduced.

Themain goal of the present work was to show that MV can be used
as a relatively specific inhibitor of PSI recombination reactions in
cyanobacterial cells of Synechocystis. For this purpose we studied
in vivo both NADPH formation and decay and P700+ kinetics. We also
studied by flash-absorption spectroscopy the effect of MV addition in
reconstituted systems comprising PSI, PS/Fd and PSI/Fd/FNR to tenta-
tively correlate the in vitro electron transfer (ET) kinetics to the in vivo
observations. This led us to identify the sites of MV reduction and to
quantify the rates of this process both in vivo and in vitro.

2. Materials and methods

2.1. Biological materials

In vitro experiments were performed with PSI monomers from
Synechocystis [34] and recombinant forms of Fd [35] and FNRS [27]
from the same organism. The PSI, Fd and FNRS concentrations were esti-
mated by assuming absorption coefficients of 7.7mM−1 cm−1 for P700+

at 800 nm [27], 9.7 mM−1 cm−1 at 422 nm [36] and 9.0 mM−1 cm−1 at
461 nm [33], respectively. Wild type cells of Synechocystis were grown
photoautotrophically as described in [29]. In cell suspensions, the chloro-
phyll a concentrations were measured after methanol extraction using
the absorption coefficient given in [37] and the PSI concentrations were
calculated by assuming an in vivo chlorophyll to P700 ratio of 105, in
accordance with an estimated PSI/PSII ratio larger than 4 [29].

2.2. In vitro flash-absorption spectroscopy

Measurements were made at 22 °C under aerobic conditions (open
cuvettes) as described previously [25,27] in the presence or absence of
MV with PSI alone, with PSI + Fd and with PSI + Fd + FNRS. A short
laser flash was used for saturating PSI photochemistry. The laser excita-
tion (wavelength, 695nm; duration, 6 ns; energy, 30mJ; oneflash every
10 s for data averaging) was provided by a dye laser (Continuum, Excel
Technology France) pumped by a Nd:YAG laser that was frequency-
doubled (Quantel, France). Measurements were made either in 1-cm
square cuvettes or in 1-mm cuvettes (1.2 mm pathlength) in 20 mM
Tricine, pH 8.0, in the presence of 30 mM NaCl, 5 mM MgCl2, 0.03%
β-dodecyl maltoside, 2 mM sodium ascorbate and 25 μM 2,6-
dichlorophenolindophenol. Measurements were made at 3 different
wavelengths, 480, 580 and 800 nm. The PSI concentrations were calcu-
lated from P700+ measurements at 800 nm (data not shown). Fd re-
duction by PSI was observed at 480 and 580 nm, two wavelengths at
which this process was already studied [25,26], and where chlorophyll
absorption is not too large, thus making relatively easy to avoid the
actinic effects of the measuring light. The reoxidation of (FA, FB)− by
MV was measured at 480 nm and the signals were compared to those
measured in the presence of Fd. Absorption changes in the presence of
FNRS were studied at 580 nm, a wavelength at which formation of the
FNR semiquinone gives a strong contribution [24].

2.3. In vivo P700+ photooxidation kinetics

P700+ photooxidation kinetics were measured at 32 °C in the infra-
red region with a PAM spectrophotometer (Walz, Effeltrich, Germany)
[38] which was modified for synchronization of data acquisition and
shutter-controlled actinic light. The infra-redmeasuring lightwasmod-
ulated at 100 kHz. Samples were illuminated for 5 s with actinic far-red
light from a halogen lampwhichwas filtered by 2 RG-695 long-pass fil-
ters (Schott, Germany) and heat-absorbing filters eliminating infra-red
light. The sample was continuously stirred in an opened 1-cm cuvette
except during the measurements. Cells were incubated in darkness at
32 °C for 8 min before addition of 20 μM DCMU. For all samples, two
measurements (Δt = 2 min) with DCMU were averaged after 3 min
of dark incubation before the first addition of MV.

For the study of P700+ kinetics as a function of MV concentration,
MV was added sequentially and the sample was incubated for 15 min
after each addition before the measurement. Two control experiments
were made to check that the increase in the rate of P700+ formation
with [MV] (Fig. 4A/B) cannot be attributed to an increasing incubation
time at 32 °C: firstly, a sample with a single addition of 15 μM MV was
initially studied after 15 min of dark incubation and this measurement
was repeated after 30, 45 and 60 min of incubation, giving identical
kinetics for all times; secondly, a sample with a single addition of
0.5 mM MV was studied after 15 min of dark incubation and gave the
same kinetics as those of Fig. 4 with the sameMV concentration (cumu-
lative time of incubation of 75 min after the initial addition of 7.5 μM
MV). For the study of P700+ kinetics as a function of incubation time
following the addition of 0.25 mM MV (Fig. 4C), a control experiment
was made to check that the increase in the rate of P700+ formation
with the incubation time was not dependent upon the number of illu-
minations given to the sample before the measurement: in the control
sample, a single measurement was made after 12 min of incubation
following the addition of 0.25mMMVwith kinetics identical to those ob-
served for a sample which had been measured 3 more times (after 3, 6
and 9 min of incubation).

2.4. In vivo NADPH measurements

Light-induced measurements were performed on Synechocystis cell
suspensions at 32 °C as described in [29] using theNADPH/9-AAmodule
[39] of a DUAL-PAM spectrophotometer (Walz, Effeltrich, Germany) in
square 1 × 1 cm opened cuvettes. As described in [29], the fluorescence
levels could be converted into NADPH concentrations bymeasuring the
fluorescence signal of a known concentration of exogenous NADPH
that was added to the cell suspension at the end of the experiment. It
was also previously found that the light-inducedNADPH concentrations
thus calculated are 2- to 4-fold overestimated due presumably to
enhancement of in vivo fluorescence compared to that of exogenous
NADPH. Therefore these light-induced concentrations are qualified as
“apparent concentrations” whereas the real light-induced concentra-
tions are 2- to 4-fold smaller than the apparent ones. All baselines
before illumination were set arbitrarily to 0.

3. Results

3.1. In vitro MV reduction by the reduced PSI terminal acceptor and by
reduced Fd

Fig. 1 compares the reduction of 50 μMMV by PSI (trace b) and PSI/
Fd (trace d) at 480nmmeasuredbyflash-absorption spectroscopy. Con-
trol measurements were made in the absence of MV with identical PSI
concentrations either in the absence (trace a) or presence (trace c) of
Fd. The fast absorbance increases (not time-resolved) observed
at time 0 in traces a and b reflect both the photooxidation of the PSI pri-
mary donor P700 and the single reduction of the PSI terminal acceptor
(FA, FB). At 480 nm, P700 oxidation leads to an absorbance increase
whereas (FA, FB) reduction corresponds to an absorbance decrease.
The resulting signal is positive as the contribution of P700 is larger
than that of (FA, FB) [25]. In the sample containing only PSI (trace a),
only a small decay is observable on a 10 ms timescale, which is at-
tributed to the slow recombination reaction between P700+ and
(FA, FB)− (t1/2 ≈ 80 ms in PSI from Synechocystis, [40]). In trace b,
the absorbance increase is attributed to the oxidation of (FA, FB)−

by MV [25,41].
When Fd is added to PSI (trace c), the initial rise is followed by an

absorbance decrease due to reduction of Fd by (FA, FB)−, as previously
observed [25] and in line with the observation that reduction of the
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Fig. 1. In vitroMV reduction by the PSI terminal acceptor and by ferredoxin. Flash-induced
absorption changes were measured at 480 nm in four different 1-cm cuvettes containing
the same amount of PSI (0.19 μM), without (a and b) or with 1.0 μM Fd (c and d), and
without (a and c) or with 50 μM MV (b and d). Traces with MV were fitted by equa-
tion: y = y0 + y1 × exp(−kt) from 0.2 to 10 ms and from 0.5 to 10 ms for b and d,
respectively. The fitting curves are shown in black. b: y0 = 1.24 × 10−3, y1 = −0.44 ×
10−3, k = 433 s−1. d: y0 = 1.26 × 10−3, y1 = −0.77 × 10−3; k = 532 s−1. The fits
were extrapolated to time 0 (in cyan). Experimental conditions: Tricine 20 mM pH 8,
30 mM NaCl, 5 mMMgCl2. Each trace is an average of 16 measurements (Dt = 5 s).

0 1 2 3 4 5 6

0.00

0.10

0.20

0.30

0.40

0.50

d

c
b

a

3 )

Time /ms

0 100 200 300 400
0

1

2

3

4

k ob
s /m

s-1

[MV] /µM

A

B

ΔA
 4

80
 n

m
 (×

 1
0

Fig. 2. In vitroMVreduction by the PSI terminal acceptor. Experiments in the absence of Fd
were made under similar conditions as those of Fig. 1 (1-cm cuvettes, [PSI] = 0.18 μM) by
plotting the signal difference between the signal recorded in the presence of MV (sequen-
tial additions) and that in its absence (such as (b–a) of Fig. 1). A. The cuvette with MV
contained 52, 103, 205 and 406 μM mV (traces a to d). Difference kinetics were fitted
with a monoexponential rising function y = y0 + y1 × exp(−kobs t) (black lines).
B. The rates kobs obtained from the fits were plotted as a function of MV concentration.
The data points were linearly fitted by regression through the origin, giving a slope of
8.8 × 106 M−1 s−1.
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[2Fe–2S] cluster of Fd gives a larger bleaching at wavelengths above
460 nm than reduction of the [4Fe–4S] PSI electron acceptor [26]. The
concentration of Fd is well above the dissociation constant Kd of the
PSI/Fd complex (measured to be 0.25 μM with the PSI preparation
used in the present work [35]) so that≈80% of Fd reduction occurs by
first-order ET kinetics within a complex that is preformed before flash
excitation. These kinetics have been already studied in detail and were
found to be multiphasic with the presence of 3 first-order phases in
the 0.5, 10 and 100 μs range [26]. Moreover it was shown in this study
that the slowest phase is dominating at 480 nm, as observed here. A
slower and minor phase of Fd reduction by a diffusion-limited second
order process is also present at longer times.

When MV is added in the presence of Fd in a 50-fold excess, the
kinetics are not modified up to 80 μs after the flash and an absorption
increase appears only after this delay. This increases ends up at the
same final signal level as that observed in the absence of Fd (b and d),
in line with the expectation that the same final state is present in both
cases (no reduced species left, only P700+ is present at 10 ms). One
can note that MV should not significantly contribute to the absorbance
changes, as its reoxidation by oxygen (k = 7.7 × 108 M−1 s−1 giving a
t1/2 of c. 4 μs with 250 μM of dissolved oxygen [4]), is much faster than
its reduction.

Both absorbance rises withMVwere fittedwith a single exponential
(smooth black traces). When extrapolated to time zero (cyan), the
rising exponential with Fd/MV starts from the same signal level as
that observed after full reduction of Fd (horizontal blue dotted line).
This indicates that the most part of the rise can be ascribed to reoxida-
tion of Fdred by MV, although a minor part of it may be due to direct
ET from (FA, FB)− to MV in PSI with no bound Fd. The interpretation
that most of the rise is due to Fdred reoxidation is corroborated by the
observation that the rising rate is faster by c. 20% in the presence of Fd
(see rates in Figure legend), which also indicates that Fdred reacts with
MV somewhat faster than (FA, FB)−. It can be also noted that the disso-
ciation rate of Fdred from PSI was previously estimated to be between
800 and 3200 s−1 [27,36,42]. The fact that trace d deviates from c
after 80 μs after the flash can be explained by this fast dissociation
process. The present experiment was made with a 50-fold excess of
MV over Fd. A control experiment was made with [MV] = [Fd]
(=1 μM). In this case, the kinetics with both acceptors present are
superimposable to those with Fd alone (trace c) up to 5 ms (data not
shown). In the following paragraph, reoxidation of (FA, FB)− by MV
will be studied at different MV concentrations.

3.2. Rate constant of in vitro MV reduction by (FA, FB)
−

Measurements similar to those above were performed in the ab-
sence of Fd at different MV concentrations and are shown in Fig. 2A
after subtraction of the control measurement without MV (≈ b–a of
Fig. 1). This allows the large initial signal due to (P700+− (FA, FB)−) for-
mation to be eliminated. Moreover the slow drift due to P700+ decay
without MV was also subtracted from the signal so that the absorbance
increases reflect only (FA, FB)− oxidation byMV. The rates of the absorp-
tion changes increase with the MV concentration (50 to 400 μM) and
these changes can be well fitted by monoexponential rises (black
curves). When plotted as a function of [MV], the fitted rates kobs ex-
hibit a linear dependence (Fig. 2B), from which a second-order rate
of 8.8 × 106 M−1 s−1 is obtained. This rate is c. 40 times smaller than
the second-order rate of Fd reduction by PSI measured under similar
conditions [43] (c. 3.5 ± 1.5 × 108 M−1 s−1, Table 1).



Table 1
Second-order ET rate constants measured in vitro involving reduced stromal proteins and
either MV or protein partners. The rate constants are given in μM−1 s−1. Experimental
conditions: Tricine 20 mM pH 8, 10 mM NaCl, 5 mM MgCl2. Note that the rate constants
given here for FNR were measured in the absence of NADP+. Values may be 20% smaller
for rate constants involving FNR–NADP+ complexes as found in the case of FNRSox [27].

PSI with (FA, FB)− Fdred FNRSsq

Rate constant with MV 8.8 11.8 0.53
Protein partner Fdox FNRSox Fdred a

Rate constant with partner 350 b 417 c 400 d

FNRLox-PCe

238 f

Ratio of rate constants:
protein partner/MV

40 20–36 g 750

a In contrast to the 2 other columns, the partner of FNRSsq is a reduced protein, in line
with FNRSsq being an intermediate specieswhich is reduced a second time duringNADPH
formation.

b From [43].
c The value given in [27] was reevaluated according to a better estimation of the FNR

absorption coefficient [33].
d Thiswas notmeasured precisely but estimated in [27] to be close to the valuemeasured

for FNRSox reduction by Fdred.
e FNRL-phycocyanin hexamer complex purified from Synechocystis. This complex is

mimicking the in vivo situation where FNRL is bound to the phycobilisome [33].
f The ratewas previouslymeasured under high salt conditions necessary for complex

stabilization [33]. The present rate constant was calculated from the value measured
with FNRSox under the present salt conditions (=417 μM−1 s−1) and the ratio of rate
constants measured in [33] in high salt for FNRLox-PC and FNRSox (=0.57).

g Values of 20 and 36 for FNRLox-PC and FNRSox, respectively.
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Fig. 3. In vitroMV reduction by ferredoxin and singly reduced FNR. Flash-induced absorp-
tion changes were measured at 580 nm in three different 1-mm cuvettes containing
the same amount of PSI (5.12 μM) under similar pH and salt conditions as those of
Fig. 1. Cuvette 1 contained only PSI (trace a), cuvette 2 contained also 7.0 μM Fd (traces
b and d–g), and cuvette 3 contained 7.0 μM Fd and 20 μM FNRS (traces c and e′–h′). MV
was sequentially added to cuvettes 2 and 3. A. no MV; a, b and c were measured with
PSI, PSI/Fd and PSI/Fd/FNR, respectively. B. PSI + Fd; b, d, e, f and g correspond to MV
concentrations of 0, 10, 20, 50 and 100 μM, respectively. C. PSI + Fd + FNR; c, e′, f′, g′ and
h′ correspond to MV concentrations of 0, 20, 50, 100 and 200 μM, respectively. Note that
the time scales are different for the three parts of the Figure and that, in B and C, the same
color and the same letter (primed or not) are used for identical MV concentrations.
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3.3. In vitro MV reduction by Fdred and singly reduced FNRS

Data of Figs. 1 and 2 were obtained in 1 cm cuvettes, for which only
submicromolar concentrations of PSI can be used because of its strong
absorbance. In these experiments, we were also using a c. 5-fold excess
of Fd over PSI. By contrast, data in Fig. 3 were obtained at 580 nm in
1-mm cuvettes with a 25-fold larger PSI concentration (≈5 μM) and
with only a small excess of Fd over PSI (7 μM), in parallel with the
relative stoichiometries observed in cyanobacterial cells ([Fd]/[PSI] ≈
1.1 ± 0.25, [44]). FNR reduction was also studied by adding a 4-fold ex-
cess of FNRS over PSI (20 μM vs 5 μM), and therefore over flash-induced
Fdred, in order to favor single reduction of FNR to its semiquinone
form FNRsq [27]. This species can be easily observed by its absorption
at 580 nm [24], hence the choice of this wavelength for these mea-
surements. In part A, kinetic traces are shown in the absence of MV
either with PSI alone (trace a), PSI and Fd (trace b), PSI, Fd and FNRS

(trace c). Contrary to the positive signal at 480 nm (Fig. 1), the initial
fast signal due to charge separation with PSI alone (trace a) is negative
at 580 nm. This change in sign is due to the dominant contribution
of the (P700+–P700) which is positive at 480 nm and negative at
580 nm. With Fd (trace b), the relative contributions of the three first-
order phases of Fd reduction are different at the 2 wavelengths, with
the 100 μs phase being of minor amplitude at 580 nm [26] (see trace
b in part B). With Fd and FNR (trace c), the signal increase is attributed
to FNRsq formation resulting from reduction of FNRox by Fdred, a process
that has been previously studied by flash-absorption spectroscopy
through the same electron transfer cascade PSI/Fd/FNR [27]. The rate
of FNRsq formation (half of the final [FNRsq] formed at 600 μs after the
flash) is in line with previous observations [27] and may be attributed
to a rate-limiting step such as PSI:Fdred complex dissociation and/or
reorganization of an ET-unproductive Fdred:FNRox precomplex.

Part B shows the effect of increasing MV concentrations in the sam-
ple containing PSI and Fd (traces b to g; [MV] = 0/10/20/50/100 μM).
Comparison of traces b and d shows that when MV is only in slight
excess over Fd (10 vs 7 μM), the absorbance decrease due to Fd reduc-
tion is almost not modified but is followed by a slow absorbance in-
crease which is attributed to Fdred oxidation by MV. The rate of Fdred

reoxidation increaseswith theMV concentration and the corresponding
kobs resulting from fits with monoexponential rise functions (black
curves) depend linearly upon it (Fig. SI1A in Supporting information).
From this linear dependence, a second-order rate constant of 1.18 ±
0.04 × 107 M−1 s−1 was calculated. This value is somewhat smaller
than what was measured for spinach Fd (4 × 107 M−1 s−1, [45]),
a ferredoxin with a midpoint potential slightly lower than that of
Synechocystis Fd (−426 mV vs −412 mV; [45] and [46], respectively).
The presently observed rate of MV reduction by Fdred is 30% larger
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than the rate constant of MV reduction by (FA, FB)−. It is also 28–36
times smaller than the second-order rate constant of FNRSox reduction
(in the presence or absence of NADP+) by Fdred that was previously
measured [27] (Table 1) so that it can be expected that MV competes
poorly with FNRox for the reoxidation of Fdred. This can be checked
by adding FNRS in the absence or presence of MV, as described in
the next paragraph. It can be noted that for traces f and g (50 and
100 mM MV), the kinetics deviate significantly from those in the
absence of MV as soon as 15 μs after the flash, contrary to what was
observed at 480 nm (Fig. 1). However extrapolation of the rising kinet-
ics to time zero gives a level of Fd reduction close to that in the absence
ofMV.Wehave no explanation for differences between 480 and 580nm
for MV effects in the presence of Fd.

Part C shows the effect of increasing MV concentrations in the sam-
ple containing PSI, Fd and FNRS (c, e′ to h′; [MV] = 0/20/50/100/
200 μM). In the absence of MV, FNRsq is relatively long-lived as it can
be inferred from the absence of decay up to 70ms (trace c). In the pres-
ence of MV, the signal decay at t N4 ms is attributed to FNRsq oxidation
(e′–h′). Several features of this decay are noteworthy: firstly, for
[MV] = [FNR] (=20 μM, trace e′), the decay is sufficiently slow
that the maximum amount of FNRsq is identical to its value without
MV (c and e′ at 4 ms after the flash); secondly, for the highest MV con-
centrations (traces g′ and h′), the signal level after decay completion is
identical to the final level measuredwithMV in part B (traces e–g). This
remaining signal (ΔA≈−0.95 × 10−3) is attributed to P700+ formation
(vs P700 for the baseline), in line with all acceptors being eventually
reoxidized after ET to MV; thirdly, the 3 fastest decays (traces f′–h′)
could be well fitted by a monoexponential decay (black curves), and
the deduced kobs depend linearly on the MV concentration (see
Fig. SI1B in Supporting information). From this linear dependence, an ap-
parent second-order rate constant k2app of 0.53 ± 0.03 × 106 M−1 s−1

was calculated. This rate constant is qualified as apparent as FNRsq oxida-
tion may be a complex process involving, at least partially, Fdred forma-
tion from FNRsq followed by MV reduction by Fdred. The rate constant
k2app is several orders of magnitude smaller than the second-order rate
constant of FNRSsq reduction by Fdred, which was found to be close
to that of FNRox reduction by Fdred [27] (Table 1). We may therefore
anticipate that under similar concentrations of MV and FNR, the FNR-
dependent NADPH photoproduction will not be much affected in vivo
by the presence of MV. Such a prediction will be tested below by in vivo
measurements of NADPH photoreduction (Section 3.5).

3.4. MV titration of the in vivo kinetics of PSI photooxidation

The kinetics of P700 photooxidation by continuous light were mea-
sured in suspensions of Synechocystis cells with a PAM spectrophotom-
eter [38]. To ensure that PSII activity does not contribute to the kinetics,
far-red light was used for photoexcitation and moreover the experi-
ments were done in the presence of the PSII inhibitor DCMU. P700 pho-
tooxidation was recorded at different MV concentrations up to 2 mM
(Fig. 4A). After an initial lag which is attributed to the presence of
lumenal fast electron donors (plastocyanin/cytochrome c6), the infra-
red signal rise due to P700+ formation gets faster with the MV concen-
tration. These measurements were made using sequential additions of
MV with 15 min dark incubation after each addition. Control experi-
ments were done in order to check that the changes in kinetics were
not resulting from different dark incubation times (see Materials and
methods). Due to the sigmoidal character of the kinetics, the data
could not be simply fitted and the different kinetics were characterized
by the time t50% necessary for getting 50% of P700+ formation. Fig. 4C
describes the results of a control experiment where t50% was measured
upon the dark incubation time following a single addition of 0.25 mM
MV. This shows that the MV effect is fully developed after 12 min,
hence the dark incubation time that was used for measuring the [MV]
dependence. This [MV] dependence is shown in Fig. 4B, from which
one can deduce that the MV effect on P700 photooxidation saturates
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Fig. 5. In vivo flash-induced NADPH formation in the presence of methyl viologen.
Fluorescence signals due to NADPH formation were measured in Synechocystis cells
at 2.7 μg chl/ml ([PSI] = 29 nM). Signals were averaged both before (reference signal of
100) and after MV addition. After MV addition, the samples were incubated for 15 min
in darkness before data acquisition. A. Fluorescence kinetics following 10 μs flashes. a:
without MV; b to e, in the presence of 0.3 mMMV. After dark incubation in the presence
of MV, kinetics from b to d were recorded sequentially. The sample was illuminated for
45 s before trace e was recorded. Experimental conditions: each trace corresponds to an
average of 300measurements,Δt = 4 s between two flashes. A signal of 100 corresponds
to an apparent NADPH concentration of 20 nM (seeMaterials andmethods). B. The size of
the fluorescence signal of 4 different samples is plotted as a function of the flash number
following MV addition (black: 0.3 mM, signals corresponding to data of part A; red and
blue: 1 mM; green: 5 mM) and is normalized to the signal measured before MV addition
(value of 100, at least 300 flashes were measured for each sample). For all signals left to
the black vertical line, sampleswere illuminated only by 10 μs flashes afterMV incubation
whereas signals right to the linewere recorded after one period of 45 s continuous illumi-
nation (averages of 100 to 400flashes). For the left signals, the extent of signal averaging is
indicated by the horizontal line. The signal levels were measured by fitting the fluores-
cence signal with a constant between 30 and 60ms after the flash. The Y-error bars corre-
spond to the noise level (standard deviation around the mean) and not to the standard
error of themean, which is 6 to 12 times smaller. All experiments weremade once except
for data in red which correspond to the average of 4 different samples.
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at a concentration of 0.25–0.35mM. The effect observed here is attribut-
ed to the inhibition of recombination reactions between P700+ and
reduced acceptors ((FA, FB)− as well as Fdred populating (FA, FB)− by
uphill ET). It led us to study NADPH formation in vivo at submillimolar
MV concentrations, and more particularly at 0.3 mM.

3.5. Flash-induced NADPH formation in Synechocystis cells is weakly
inhibited by MV below 1 mM

NADPH formation was recorded by fluorescence emission in a
Dual-PAM spectrophotometer [39]. As previously reported, saturating
10 μs flashes elicit fast NADPH formation with half of signal rise ob-
served at c. 8 ms after the flash [29]. This is shown in Fig. 5A before
(trace a) and after (traces b to e) addition of 0.3mMMV.Measurements
with MV were recorded after 15 min of dark incubation following MV
addition and were recorded sequentially as averages of 300 flashes.
Whereas the first average gave a signal which is very similar to that in
the absence of MV (b vs a), the final signal amplitude progressively de-
creased in the two next series (c and d). The last series (e)was recorded
after continuous illumination of the cells for 45 s. The final signal ampli-
tudes of these different traces are plotted in Fig. 5B (measured at 40–
60 ms; black), in which results from similar experiments at larger MV
concentrations are also shown (red and blue for 2 different experiments
at [MV] = 1 mM, green for [MV] = 5 mM). The kinetics recorded at
these MV concentrations are also shown in Supporting information
(Fig. SI2). As extensive averaging is required for getting a sufficient-to-
noise ratio, the plots in Fig. 5B are shown as horizontal bars figuring
the extent of averaging. The levels plotted at the right of the vertical
line correspond to signals measured after a single period of 45 s contin-
uous illumination. From these data, it appears that the first series of
kinetics after MV addition were almost not modified by the addition of
0.3 or 1 mMMV, whereas a 30% decrease in signal size was observed at
5 mM MV. The signal size decreased in the subsequent series of flashes
with a much more rapid decrease with 5 mM MV, a concentration at
which the signal almost disappeared after continuous illumination.

For MV concentrations ≤1 mM, these data are consistent with little
or even no (for [MV] = 0.3 mM) reduction of MV that would compete
after a flash for low potential electron carriers involved in NADPH for-
mation ((FA, FB)−, Fdred or FNRsq), in accordancewith the in vitro results
described above and with in vivo protein concentrations being in the
submillimolar range (see Discussion). This statement is inferred from
the first series of signals recorded after MV addition. For the next series,
the signal decrease may be due to the effect of superoxide production
mediated by little-efficient MV reduction. At higher MV concentration
(5mM), a competition byMV appeared to be significant from the begin-
ning as seen from the first average after addition, although one cannot
exclude that the first few flashes (not reliably observable due to a high
noise level) might give a signal significantly larger than the average
signal of the first 50 flashes.

3.6. MV oxidizes the NADP pool of Synechocystis cells in darkness

The effect of MV addition at low concentration (0.3 mM) was also
studied by measuring NADPH formation under continuous illumina-
tions of 2 s or 45 s durations (Fig. 6; same vertical scales for all parts; a
level of 100 was arbitrarily set for the light-induced signal of trace b).
Signals before MV addition (traces a and b) were first recorded as
control experiments. Following the initial rise, a very small decrease (al-
most a plateau) is observed during the first few seconds of illumination.
This is followed by a significant increase, which appears to be biphasic
during a 45 s illumination (A). Such kinetic features (decrease/increase
pattern in light) have been observed previously [28,29,39] and were
tentatively interpreted as different steps limiting or activating the
Calvin–Benson cycle (CBc) [28]. During the dark decay following a 2 s
illumination, the signal decreases to a transient level below the baseline
(trace b in B). This undershoot signal has been previously observed and
was attributed to the activation of a NADPH-consumption process
under light, presumably the CBc [28,29]. After addition ofMV, the kinet-
ics induced by a 2 s illumination (trace c) exhibit several features which
are different from those without MV: firstly, the rising kinetics are ini-
tially slower in the presence of MV (during the first 150ms of illumina-
tion) but the 2 kinetics cross at about 150 ms (C) with the final light
signal with MV being larger than without it (B and C). Secondly, the
decay with MV is faster than without it and moreover does not exhibit
any undershoot (B and D).

The differences in signal levels observed for traces b and c under and
after light can be easily understood if one assumes that theNADP pool is
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Fig. 6. In vivo light-induced NADPH formation in the presence of 0.3 mMMV. Fluorescence signals attributed to NADPH formation and decay were measured in Synechocystis cells
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preilluminations of 45 s (Δt = 4 min.), the signal induced by a 45 s illumination was recorded (a). 20 signals with 2 s illumination (Δt = 40 s) were averaged (b). A signal induced by
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the light-induced signal of trace b. This value of 100 corresponds to an apparent NADPH concentration of 121 nM (see Materials and methods).
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completely oxidized in darkness in the presence of MV, whereas it is
partly reduced in its absence. With this assumption, it becomes trivial
that there is no undershoot with MV. It also easily explains why the
light-induced signal is larger with MV, despite the fact that the rising
kinetics are slower. In the absence of MV, it has been precedingly pro-
posed that the undershoot level after CBc activation corresponds to
full oxidation of the NADP pool [29]. This proposal was based on the ob-
servation that the signal decay after cessation of illumination is much
faster than the signal increase following the undershoot. Although the
duration of illumination is only 2 s in the present experiment (and
therefore the light-activated decay is not yet at its maximum rate [29]
), the minimum level may closely correspond to a fully oxidized pool
as the decay is c. 4 times faster than the subsequent signal increase.

The idea that the NADP pool is fully oxidized on the one hand in
darknesswithMV and on the other handonly transiently after illumina-
tionwithoutMV is supported by comparing the extent of signal changes
under both conditions, as shown in part D: in this plot, trace b (no MV)
was shifted upward so that theminimum level during the undershoot is
set to zero whereas the fitted decay of the light signal with MV (trace
c) was extrapolated to time 0 (green curve in D, see Figure legend).
With such data treatment, the two maximum levels under light
(green curve withMV at t = 0, plateau level without MV) are very sim-
ilar (=128–132 a.u.). This suggests that the same NADP (sub)pool
(named rapid pool in the following) is observed±MV, which is rapidly
photo-reduced and rapidly reoxidized at cessation of illumination, with
a level of dark-adapted reduction being different ±MV. That the NADP
pool should bemuchmore oxidized in darkness in the presence ofMV is
also supported by the 3-fold faster kinetics of after-light decay (from
monoexponential fits of decay: t1/2 = 0.94 and 0.29 s for traces b
and c, respectively).

From trace a, it appears that, although a rise/decay pattern is present
after the initial fast dark decay, there is no observable undershoot below
the baseline. It should be also noted that the same kinetics as a were
measured after recordingb (data not shown),which allows decay kinet-
ics of a and b to be reliably compared. The absence of undershoot may
appear quite unexpected if it is interpreted as an incomplete reoxidation
of the rapid pool (there is no reason why it should be incomplete after
45 s of illumination whereas it is complete after 2 s). However this can
be easily explained if the signal is shifted upward because of another
positive-going signal (e.g. secondary signal rise at t = 5–15 s in trace
a) relaxing relatively slowly in darkness. In this interpretation, trace a
exhibits an undershoot-like signal at t = 50–70 s corresponding to
the rapid pool whereas the slowNAD(P)H decay at t N 70 s corresponds
to that formed under light at t N 5 s.

3.7. MV at 0.3 mM partially inhibits NADPH formation during in vivo con-
tinuous illumination

Besides its effect on signal decay, MV influences the rising kinetics
that are slower in its presence (c vs b in Fig. 6C). This cannot be
explained by the sole increase in the decay rate (vdecay_dark) which is
described in the above paragraph: if one assumes that, in the presence
of MV, the rate of light-induced formation (vformation_light) is not modi-
fied whereas vdecay_dark increases, the stationary NADPH level under
light should be reached faster with MV, contrary to what is observed.
One can therefore conclude that vformation_light decreases in the presence
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ofMVwhich can intercept electrons between PSI andNADP+. This is op-
posite to the results of flash experiments, where no effect of addition at
0.3 mMMV was observed, at least for the first 300 flashes. In this con-
text, it is worth mentioning the following control measurements: the
average of the first 5 kinetics of 2 s illumination after MV addition
gave the same kinetics, albeit with a larger noise, as those of trace c
(which is an average of 50 measurements corresponding to 25 mea-
surements per sample as data from 2 samples were averaged). More-
over, it was checked that the flash kinetics measured on the one hand
beforeMV addition and on the other handafter a series of 10 continuous
2 s illuminations following addition of 0.3 mM MV were superimpos-
able. These control measurements show that the difference inMV effect
observed between flash and continuous light measurements is not a
consequence of the accumulation of ROS species during continuous
light.

It is also observed that the kinetics are similar ± MV up to c. 17 ms
after the onset of illumination with an MV effect only visible at later
times (Fig. SI3). At 17 ms, the signal amplitude of c. 27 a.u. (=33 nM
of apparent NADPH in Fig. SI3, where the fluorescence signal is convert-
ed into apparent NADPH concentrations) corresponds to 1.65 times the
signal measured after a flash (20 nM of apparent NADPH, see legends
of Figs. 5 and 6), as if MV was becoming efficient after c. 1.5 to 2 PSI
turnovers. It was also checked that increasing two-fold the actinic
light intensity had no effect on the rising kinetics, both in the presence
and absence of MV, as already reported in its absence [29].

The rate of MV reduction by stromal reductants can be crudely esti-
mated from the difference in the kinetics ± MV that is clearly visible
after 17 ms of illumination (Fig. SI3). At this time, the slope with MV
is about half of its value without MV, which means that the instanta-
neous yield of NADPH formation is decreased two-fold by MV. From
the slope decrease with MV, one can derive the “escape” rate of ET to
MV per PSI from the knowledge of the concentrations of both light-
induced NADPH and PSI (the possibility that this escape may occur via
Fdred is unimportant for this calculation). An approximate escape rate
of 18 electrons per PSI per s was thus calculated, as detailed in Fig. SI3.

3.8. In vitro NADPH oxidation

We studied the oxidation of NADPH by MV in aerobic conditions in
the presence of FNRand Fd (Fig. SI4). Although these resultsmay appear
somewhat trivial, they are reported to illustrate the different pathways
which may be involved in NADPH oxidation by MV in cyanobacterial
cells in darkness. These measurements show that neither MV nor Fd
can react directly with NADPH, and that FNR is required for NADPH
oxidation. A control measurement without MV also shows that FNR
alone can slowly oxidize NADPH in the presence of oxygen. This oxida-
tion is accelerated in the presence of MV and is further accelerated
by the subsequent addition of Fd. Despite the large and unfavorable dif-
ference in midpoint potentials of the NADP+/NADPH and MV+2/MV+

couples (−350mVand−446mVat pH8, respectively; [3]), the contin-
uous and prolonged oxidation of NADPH by MV observed in these
experiments can be easily explained by the fact that MV+ does not
accumulate due to its fast reoxidation by oxygen.

4. Discussion

4.1. MV at submillimolar concentration is poorly efficient in intercepting
electrons from PSI to NADP+

From flash-induced kinetics of NADPH fluorescence, it appears
that the yield of NADPH formation is only little decreased atMV concen-
trations of 0.3 and 1 mM, particularly when considering the first few
hundreds of flashes following MV addition (Fig. 5). At 0.3 mM MV,
there is even no observable signal change for the first 300 flashes. This
somewhat unexpected behavior may be understood by considering on
the one hand the in vivo concentrations of the protein partners involved
in NADP+ photoreduction and on the other hand the characteristics of
MV reduction observed in vitro with purified cyanobacterial proteins:
firstly, the approximate concentrations of Fd and FNR in the stromal
space have been recently estimated in Synechocystis cells to be in the
100's μMrange (600±250 μMfor Fd, 125±40 for FNR; [44]). Secondly,
from the flash-absorption data described in the present study, the inhi-
bition of LET from PSI to NADP+ by MV should be relatively inefficient,
inasmuch as MV is not in large excess over the different proteins
involved in NADP+ photoreduction. This conclusion is made from the
observation that the second-order rate constants of MV reduction (by
the reduced PSI terminal acceptor, by Fdred and by FNRsq) are much
smaller than the corresponding rate constants of the second-order
processes involving the respective protein partners (Table 1): ratios
between rate constants are thus found between 20 and 750.

Moreover the presence of PSI–Fd protein complexes, which can un-
dergo submillisecond intracomplex ET [25,26], reduces the probability
that MV can be reduced directly by PSI (Figs. 1 and 3). A situation
where most of PSI is complexed with Fd may prevail in vivo in darkness
for the following reasons: firstly, Fd has been found to be in (slight) ex-
cess over PSI [44]; secondly, the Kd of the PSI-Fdox complex (0.2–0.5 μM,
[35,43]) is much larger than the Fd concentration in vivo; thirdly, Fdox
has a much larger affinity for PSI than for all soluble partners where
this affinity has been studied (Kd ≈ 6–8 μM μM for FNRS, nitrate reduc-
tase and nitrite reductase [27,36,47]). After a flash, one can therefore
expect that MV will compete with LET mostly at the level of Fdred,
after its dissociation from PSI. That the yield of NADPH formation after
a flash is hardly affected shows that this competition is inefficient
with Fdred reacting with FNRLox/FNRLsq much faster than with MV.

4.2.MV is reduced by both Fdred and (FA, FB)
−when these species accumulate

to significant stationary levels under continuous illumination

The situation under conditions of continuous illumination is differ-
ent from that in flash experiments: the effect of MV addition at
0.3mMbecomes visible at 15–20ms following the onset of illumination
(Figs. 6C and SI3). This cannot be attributed to the blocking of LET by
lack of terminal substrate, as a large part of NADP is still oxidized at
this time. It must be due to PSI multiple turnover which allows accumu-
lation of stromal reductants, namely (FA, FB)− and Fdred, which are not
consumed rapidly enough by FNR/NADP. This interpretation is in accor-
dancewith a previous experiment showing a significant decrease in the
efficiency of NADPH formation (vs the amount of PSI charge separa-
tions) during a doubleflash experiment,when the two flashes are close-
ly spaced so that they presumably lead to some transient accumulation
of stromal reductants [29].

The present in vitro experiments show that Fdred and (FA, FB)−

reduce MV with similar rates, with Fdred being slightly more reactive.
Extrapolation to the in vivo situation can be reasonably made. This con-
trasts with the largely admitted view that MV accepts electrons from
PSI, and not from Fdred. It should be noted that this view is considered
either as supported by the low midpoint potential of MV [2], or as
self-evident (amongmany references, see [5,48]), or based on a misun-
derstood (and seemingly unread) publication of Fujii and coworkers
[49] (among many references, see [7,11,14,50]). These authors [49]
were studying the effect of HgCl2, which destroys specifically FB (vs
FA), both on the MV dependence of oxygen evolution by whole chloro-
plasts and on the MV inhibition of PSI recombination in PSI prepara-
tions. As indicated by the paper title, the authors were studying “the
sites of electron donation of PSI to methyl viologen” and identified this
site as being FB. However by no means this paper can be taken as evi-
dence that MV accepts electrons only from PSI in vivo, at the exclusion
of Fdred, and such a conclusion was indeed not derived by the authors.

The midpoint potential of (FA, FB) (−540 mV [51]) is much lower
than that of MV (−446 mV [3]), contrary to that of Fd (−412 mV
[46]), therefore favoring Trebst' hypothesis that MV accepts electrons
from PSI [2]. The fact that the in vitro MV reduction by Fdred is slightly
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faster thanMV reduction by (FA, FB)−means that the large difference in
midpoint potentials is compensated by the interaction properties of MV
with its protein partners. Electrostatic interactions are likely to be in-
volved in this effect with MV being positively charged (+2 in the oxi-
dized state) whereas Fd and the acceptor side of PSI (Fd docking
region) are negatively [52] and positively charged [53], respectively.
This could lead to longer-lived transient complexes of MV with Fdred

than with (PSI-(FA, FB)−) leading to more efficient MV reduction.
With regard toMV reduction by PSI, another difference between sin-

gle flash experiments and continuous illumination should also be no-
ticed: single turnover flashes will lead to a majority of PSI with FA− FB,
according to the generally accepted view that the midpoint potential
of FA is higher than that of FB [51]. As FB, which is the most accessible
iron–sulfur cluster [22], is involved inMV reduction [49], this will affect
the rate of MV reduction: FAFB− being in fast redox equilibrium with FA−

FB [20,21], the rate of MV reduction by PSI (as measured in vitro after a
flash) will be the rate of MV reduction by FAFB− times the proportion
of PSI with FAFB−. The rate of MV reduction will therefore increase
when both FA and FB are reduced, as it should occur in part of PSI
under continuous illumination.

As an alternative explanation to the difference between MV reduc-
tion under continuous light and after a single turnover flash, a regulato-
ry processmay be triggered after a few photochemical turnovers and/or
above a given level of NADP reduction (as seen in Figs. 6C and SI3 from
the seemingly threshold effect in the MV inhibiting efficiency) which
would increase the accessibility of the stromal reductants to MV by
structural modifications. Such regulations involving disulfide reduction
processes arewell documented [54,55], but how they could operate and
whether they could be fast enough to explain the present observations
is not known.

4.3. Effect of MV addition in darkness

From the comparison of the dark NADPHdecays following a short 2 s
illumination ±0.3 mM MV (Fig. 6D), we proposed that most of the
light-dependent NADP pool is oxidized in darkness in the presence of
MV. This proposal is consistent with the observation that the after-
light decay with MV (trace c in Fig. 6) is much faster than the NADPH
formation which follows the signal undershoot (without MV) and
which can be attributed to the oxidative pentose phosphate cycle
(OPPc; see signal increase at 50–65 s in trace a of Fig. 6; see also
Fig. 2B in [29]). Competition between dark formation by the OPPc and
consumption by MV (+ other slower processes) would then lead to
an almost fully oxidized NADP pool. In vitro consumption of NADPH
in the absence of PSI (Fig. SI4) indicates that reduction of Fd by FNR
coupled to oxidation of Fdred byMV (reaction (5) in Fig. SI4B) may con-
stitute the preferred pathway of NADPH consumption in Synechocystis
cells in darkness although a NADPH-MV diaphorase activity of FNR
can also contribute to this effect [56].

Oxidation of the NADPH pool by MV has been observed previously
in animal cells (reviewed in [57]). Depletion of NADPHmay contribute,
together with the deleterious consequences of ROS production, to the
high MV toxicity [57]. However MV-induced dark oxidation of NADPH
in photosynthetic organisms has been previously observed only once,
to our knowledge [58]. In this paper, no depletion of NADH was
observed. These observations are consistent with the idea that dark
NADPH depletion occurs mostly in chloroplasts with Fd being primarily
involved in this process.

4.4. MV as a tool to inhibit PSI recombination reactions

Shortly after the onset of continuous illumination, the yield of MV
reduction is close to that of NADPH formation, corresponding to a rate
of c. 18 s−1 (Figs. 6C and SI3 for [MV] = 0.3 mM). In other words,
in the presence of 0.3 mM MV, a concentration similar to those of the
LET components, the yield of LET is c. 50% of its value in its absence
(Fig. SI3, yield at 17 ms). The decrease in LET yield may be larger
when theNADP pool becomesmore reduced at later times, as suggested
by the continuous decrease in the fluorescence level (Fig. 6D, t N 0.5 s,
trace c). Is this level decreasing to zero during longer illumination (as
being due to a large decrease in the LET yield) cannot be answered
from the present data.

A rate of MV reduction of 18 s−1 is significantly faster than the
recombination rate of 8 s−1 between P700+ and (FA, FB)− that was
measured in vitro [40]. As the intra-PSI recombination rate is not expect-
ed to be much different in vivo, one can conclude that MV at 0.3 mM
efficiently suppresses PSI recombination reactions and a fortiori, the
recombination reaction between P700+ and Fdred via uphill ET from
Fdred to (FA, FB). This statement is correct provided the light-induced
formation of (FA, FB)− and Fdred does not exceed MV reduction by
these reductants. One can calculate an upper rate of the light-induced
formation of stromal reductants from the rates of oxygen evolution:
with a measured rate of 250 μmol O2 mg−1 chl h−1 [29] consistent
with previously measured values of 150–400 μmol O2 mg−1 chl h−1

[59–62] and taking an in vivo ratio of 105 chlorophylls per PSI [29],
the rate of formation of stromal reductants will correspond to
26 e− per PSI per s. This suggests that under high light, recombination
reactions will be greatly inhibited by 0.3 mM MV, even though larger
MV concentrations may be necessary for full inhibition.

Efficient suppression of PSI recombination by MV is also consistent
with the in vivo measurements of P700 photooxidation (Fig. 4), which
also reveals that MV effects can be directly observed at concentrations
less than 10 μM, in accordance with the numerous reports of MV sensi-
tivity in the micromolar range (in cyanobacteria: [11,13,15,63,64]). It
has been often argued that MV can fully inhibit CET [8,65–69]. This is
probably the case if CET is measured as a slow (typically in the
subsecond or second timerange) P700+ reduction following continuous
illumination. In the presence of MV, most stromal reductants will have
been exhausted at the end of the illumination period and NADPH-
dependent respiratory electron transfer will be slow. However, under
experimental conditions where CET is relatively fast, as reported up to
now only in the case of chloroplasts with rates in 10's of s−1 [66,70,
71], CETmay be only partially inhibited byMV at submillimolar concen-
trations, as is also the case for LET.
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