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the concentration is measured 

and in human circulation suggests that coronary hyperemia 
in man is paralleled by an increase in intramyocardial blood 
content, which masks the expected decrease in the area under 
contrast echo curves. 

can be used to assess 
viability following AMI and to determine which patients 
at-e most likely to knefit from revascularization. 
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~nive~~ty of Texas Southwestern and VA Centers, Dallas, Tx 
ave slnviouslv demonstrated abnormalities of coronary artery en- 

nction >nd histology in patients who abuse cdcaine-The 
dy examines the hypoth 
thelial prostaglandin p 

(PG12). 12 New Zealand White rabbits w 
et and 6 were treated with 2mg/kg cocain 5 days per week for 8 

weeks. The rabbits were then sacrificed an abdominal aorta was 
removed and examined for histologic changes. Additional sli 
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*pcO.O5, tpc0.02 VS. controls. The groups did not differ in choles- 
terol levels at the time of sacrifice. Additionally, 3 of the 6 cocaine fed 
rabbit aortas showed minimal hisroiogical evidence of non-atheroscle- 
rotic intimal changes while none of the control aortas had evidence of 
any endothelial ab:onaiities. 

onclusions- Cocaine decreases prostacyclin production in rabbit 
cndothelium. Such alterations in prostacyclin production ?t the 
endothelial surface may predispose cocaine abusers ?p vasoconsmcaon 
and thrombosis. This may be one important factor in cocaine induced 
myocardial infarction in chronic cocaine abusers. 
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