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Abstract

Consider a continuous analogue of the simulated annealing algorithm in RY, namely the solution of the
SDE dX; = /o (t)dB; — VV (X;)dt, where V is a function called the potential. We prove a convergence
result, similar to the one in [L. Miclo, These de doctorat, Ph.D. Thesis, Université Paris VI, 1991], under
weaker hypotheses on the potential function. In particular, we cover cases where the gradient of the
potential goes to zero at infinity. The main idea is to replace the Poincaré and log-Sobolev inequalities
used in [L. Miclo, Theése de doctorat, Ph.D. Thesis, Université Paris VI, 1991; C.-R. Hwang, T.-S. Chiang,
S.-J. Sheu, Diffusion for global optimization in Rn, SIAM J. Control Optim. 25 (1987) 737-753.] by the
weak Poincaré inequalities (introduced in [M. Rockner, F.-Y. Wang, Weak Poincaré inequalities and L?
convergence rates of Markov semigroups, J. Funct. Anal. 185 (2001) 564-603]), and to estimate constants
with measure—capacity criteria. We show that the convergence still holds for the ‘classical’ schedule
o(t) = ¢/ In(t), where c is bigger than a constant related to V (namely the height of the largest potential
barrier).
© 2007 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

MSC: 90C59; 60J60; 60F99

Keywords: Simulated annealing; Weak Poincaré inequality; Measure—capacity criterion

0. Introduction

The goal of this article is to study a continuous analogue of a discrete optimization algorithm
called simulated annealing. This algorithm was introduced in 1983 by Kirkpatrick, Gelatt and
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Vecchi, and aims at finding “good” (if not perfect) solutions to complex problems. The crucial
idea is to perturb the standard gradient descent by a random noise; hopefully this noise will
get the process out of traps (local minimas), and help it reach the global minimum. The noise
is taken to be relatively large at the beginning, so that the process explores the space, and is
gradually reduced thereafter.

The standard case is the discrete case (in time and space); here we consider a process on
R? in continuous time. Note that more complicated state spaces have been studied, see for
example [17,19,18]; here we will stick to R?. This “annealing diffusion” process has already
been studied by several authors. Hwang, Chiang and Shen [15] proved its convergence under
quite strong assumptions, using comparisons with the associated (ordinary) differential equation
and results on the trajectories (estimates of exit times from domains, etc.). The result was
enhanced by Royer [26]. The approach we follow was developed by Miclo in [22] (and in his
doctoral dissertation [21]), and reduces the problem to the convergence of a single quantity, the
free energy. Since then, other questions have been asked: speed of convergence, choice of a
better algorithm etc. (see e.g. the survey [20]). Let us also note that the “functional inequalities”
approach, which may be dated back to the works of Holley, Kusuoka and Stroock [13,12] has also
been used extensively for other (possibly discrete) models, and other closely related algorithms
(see e.g. [9] for the study of a generalized simulated annealing process).

A common feature of these works on global optimization on R¢ is that they require quite
strong assumptions on the growth of the potential. In particular, the norm of the gradient is
supposed to go to infinity at infinity. These hypotheses are technically useful: they guarantee
that, at any fixed temperature, the generator has a spectral gap, which in turn gives estimates on
the rate of convergence. Let us note that the “cooling schedule” (i.e. the choice of the temperature
as a function of time) for which the process converges is linked with the speed of explosion of
the spectral gap, but that it can be read directly on the potential (see below the remarks on the
constant d*).

A natural question arises: what happens when the gradient of the potential does not go to
infinity, and when there is no spectral gap? Do we need to change the cooling schedule to reflect
the slow-down of the diffusions at fixed temperature, or does the local structure of the potential
dictate the optimal schedule?

Before we answer this question, let us be more precise and state our hypotheses.

We study the following optimization problem: how to find the minimum of a function V on
the space R?. To solve this problem, we introduce the following stochastic differential equation:

{dX, = Jo()dB, — %VV(Xt)dt,

Xo ~ my.

The function o will be called temperature, and will be a (deterministic) function of time,
decreasing to zero.

Intuitively, this process is similar to simulated annealing: we perturb a gradient descent by a
stochastic term whose intensity decreases over time.

We would like to know if the process finds a point where the global minimum is reached; we
will show that it does, in a weak sense.

Definition 1. The annealing process starting from a law m is said to converge if its law m, at
time ¢ converges weakly to a measure supported by argminV'. In particular, if the global minimum
of V is reached in a single point xg, the process converges if m; goes to a Dirac mass at xo.
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We need a few more definitions before we state our result. For any subset A and any
(x,y) € A2, define the paths in A from x to y by:

F)fy = {y : [0, 1] = R?|y is continuous, y (0) = x, y (1) = y, ¥ ([0, 1]) C A}.

The height of a path y will be denoted by V(y) = supp ) V(y(?)), and the energy of
communication between x and y in A will be:

da(x,y)= inf V(y)—V(x)—V(y)+infV. (1)
yel'A A

X,y

We will drop the reference to A when A = R¢.
If there exists a y that achieves the infimum bound, it will be called a good path from x to y
in A. Finally, we define the constant d* in A = R? by:

d*= sup d(x,y). 2)
x,yeRd

In particular, any point x can reach a global minimum by a path y such that V(y) < V (x)+d*+e.

Let us now recall the result we would like to generalize: this is the main result of [15,26,22],
as it appears in [22].

Theorem 2 (L. Miclo). If V satisfies some regularity assumptions, and the following conditions:

oV — 00,
X—>0Q

e |[VV| — o0,
X—>00
e |VV |2 — AV is bounded from below,

then for any ¢ > d*, and for o (t) = ¢/ In(t), the annealing process converges.

The value d* is known to be optimal, at least in the discrete space and the compact continuous
case (if the global minimum is unique): if the process is cooled faster, then its limiting law
charges local minima (cf. [23] and references therein).

To understand the direction in which we generalize this result, let us note that this theorem
applies for any potential V which is equal to |x|* outside a compact set, whenever « is strictly
bigger than 1. It is then a quite natural question to ask whether this still holds when « is strictly
less than 1. Our hypotheses, which we now state, allow us to treat this case.

Hypothesis 1 (Global Minimum). The potential has a unique global minimum, located at the
origin and V (0) = 0. Moreover, this minimum is non-degenerate: HessV (0) is positive definite.

Hypothesis 2 (Growth at Infinity). The potential V goes to infinity at infinity faster than a
logarithm:

Imy > 1,3C, V(x)>In(x)™ —C.
Hypothesis 3 (Bounded Gradient). The potential V is continuously differentiable, and its

gradient is bounded:

IVV]oo < 00.
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Hypothesis 4 (Concavity). The Laplacian of V is negative at infinity: there exists a compact set
K such that

Vx ¢ K, AV(x)<0.

Hypothesis S (Well-behaved Wells). The potential barriers have a bounded height:
d* < oo.

Moreover, each point can reach 0 by a “relatively short” good path. More precisely, there exists
a function R (a maximal radius), from R to R, which satisfies the following conditions:

e For all x, the ball centered in zero and of radius R(|x|) contains a good path for x:

y(0,11)  C Bgrx)

Vx, 3y € Lo : {y is good.

e The function R grows as a power of the distance to the origin:
R(Ix]) < cglx|*®.

These hypotheses call for a few remarks.

The first one simplifies the problem at hand: there is only one goal to go after. If the weak
limit of the equilibrium measures (i, (cf. infra) is known (some results in this direction may be
found in [22,14]), the arguments given here should work in the same way. The non-degeneracy
hypothesis may be weakened too (see e.g. Section 2 for a slight generalization in d = 1).
However, this restriction allows for two simplifications: it gives an estimate of the partition
function Z,, and avoids more intricate reasonings in the computation of the weak inequalities
Section 3.

The growth hypothesis is not very restrictive. In particular, V may grow like |x|* witha < 1
(or even slower). These cases were not covered in the literature. Let us note that we do not know
what happens in the limit case (when my = 1, i.e. the tails of the equilibrium measures are
polynomial).

In the light of previously known results, the bounded gradient assumption seems less stringent:
in some sense, we already know what happens when the gradient is big. The hypothesis could
probably be lifted if we allowed a polynomial growth, or a control by V, but we keep it for the
sake of clarity.

Finally, the condition on AV seems more restrictive. It will only be used in the proof of the
moment bound (Appendix B). It could probably be replaced by a condition like AV < C|VV %
However, in the “natural example” where V(x) = |x|* at infinity, the Laplacian is indeed
negative if @ < 1, and this example was one motivation for investigating the problem. Moreover,
even this weakened hypothesis would not allow the existence of traps at infinity, however shallow
they might be. It would be interesting to learn what could happen if there were such traps: either
they have no effect (in the sense that the same cooling schedule may be chosen), or they slow
down the process too much and destroy the convergence.

Our principal result is the following.

Theorem 3. Assume that V satisfies the hypotheses above, and that o (t) is given by:

o(t)

_ C
" In@)’

Then the annealing process converges if ¢ > d*, and diverges if ¢ < d*.
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This result generalizes Theorem 2 by allowing more general choices for the potential function.
In particular, as we will see in the sequel, the equilibrium measures need not satisfy a Poincaré
inequality. Nonetheless, the critical cooling schedule is the same, which contradicts the intuition
that the speed is given by the Poincaré constants. In fact, what seems to prevail is the behavior
of V in a compact set, and from a certain point of of view, that is precisely what the weak
inequalities capture.

Let us remark here that proving divergence (for small c) is far easier than showing convergence
(for large c), because the former follows almost directly from the compact case; this will be
explained in Section 1.4.

The remainder of the paper is organized in the following way. First, we explain the analytic
approach of L. Miclo and give the main line of the proof.

This proof, under our weakened hypotheses, uses the weak Poincaré inequalities. We will
need controls over their dependence on temperature: these are established in Sections 2 and 3,
respectively in the one- and multi-dimensional cases. These three sections are the core of the
proof of the convergence result.

The quite technical fourth section gathers definitions and results about Orlicz norms and weak
inequalities. Finally, we postpone to the annexes a comparison between functions centered by
their mean or by their median, a moment bound for the annealing process, and a brief proof of
the estimation of the partition function.

1. The convergence of the process (the main line of the proof)
1.1. A differential inequality for the free energy

Before we describe the main idea, we introduce some notation. Consider the SDE defining the
annealing diffusion, but with a constant temperature o. The process is then a classical diffusion
with a gradient drift. The corresponding generator is given by:

I
Lo:fr %Af—EVVVf.

The measure u, defined by

1 1%
duy = —exp | —— ) da,
Zs o
is reversible for this process (Z, is a normalization constant). We will call u, the instantaneous
equilibrium measure.
It’s easy to see that, as o goes to zero, the measures u, concentrate around the global
minimum of the potential (which is found at the origin by hypothesis). In fact, we even have
the following convergence:

Proposition 4. The measures |1y converge weakly:

Hoe —> 8.
o—0

Moreover, the normalization constant Z, behaves like o9/,

The asymptotic behavior of Z,; is proved in Appendix C.1.
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In order to prove that the process converges, we follow the approach of Miclo [22] and show
that the relative entropy of the law of the process with respect to its instantaneous equilibrium
measure goes to Zero.

More precisely, let f; be the density of m; = L£(X;) with respect to the equilibrium measure
w: (we slightly abuse our notations and define (1, = Lo (1)). The relative entropy (also called the

free energy) is I; = [ f; log fidji,, which can be rewritten as /, = Ent,,, (ﬁz). The finiteness
of I; is established in Appendix C.2. We would like to study the evolution of /;; the natural idea
is to differentiate it. One can justify the following formal computation:

Proposition 5 (Differentiation of the Free Energy). The derivative of I is given by:

df 1
1

Remark 6. By &, (f) we denote [ |V f |?du,. This is somewhat improper — strictly speaking,
this is the energy associated with A — (1/0;)VV'V (so we should multiply our energy by (o;/2)
to get the “real” one). However, the classical criteria for functional inequalities are written for
this form of the energy.

The first term is set aside for the time being; we shall bound it later directly with a function of 7.

Following the classical path leading from functional inequalities to semigroup estimates, we
now try to control the energy term on the right-hand side.

If the measures u, satisfied logarithmic Sobolev inequalities, everything would be fine: the
energy of </f; could be controlled by its entropy with respect to y;, and we would get I; back
on the right-hand side of the inequality. We would still have to know how the constants in the
logarithmic Sobolev inequality depend on the small parameter o, and get an upper bound for the
first term, but we could get the convergence of I, to zero.

Unfortunately, the scaling behavior of the constants in the logarithmic Sobolev inequality
(i.e. the way they behave when o goes to zero) is not clear. Moreover, this inequality need not
hold, and in fact it won’t under our hypotheses.

In Miclo’s paper, the first difficulty is overcome thanks to a Poincaré inequality, one which
is weaker than the logarithmic Sobolev inequality, but for which the constants are well known.
However, even this inequality won’t be satisfied in our case, and we have to find another way.

Our idea is to consider a still weaker functional inequality, namely a weak Poincaré inequality,
written with an Orlicz norm. Weak Poincaré inequalities were introduced by Réckner and Wang
in [28], originally with an L® norm and the mean of f instead of a median on the right-hand
side. We will give a brief account of weak inequalities and Orlicz norms in Section 4, and explain
the link between the original inequality and the one we use.

For now, let us just state this inequality. It reads, for a measure u,

V£V, Var,(f) < a(r)Eu(f) +rllf —mylly, 3)

where m ¢ is a median of f under , || - || is the Orlicz norm associated with a function ¢ (to be
made precise later), and «, a decreasing function of r, is the compensating function. The Orlicz
norm is not easily tractable, but we will see (cf. Lemma 38) that it can be bounded by the entropy:
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there exists a C such that, for all positive f,
If = msly < Cu(f*) + Ent(f?)).

At this point, the energy is bounded above by three terms: 1 (f2), the entropy of f and its
variance. To get rid of the variance term, we would like to bound it by entropy-like quantities. To
this end, we introduce the following definition.

Definition 7. For any probability measure  and any positive f, we will call pseudo-entropy the
quantity:

Ps-Ent, (f) = f flog? <e+ S >du.
If 1,

Remark 8. As was pointed out by a referee, it would be more natural to try to use directly a
weakened form of the logarithmic Sobolev inequality (WLSI, in the spirit of [6]), rather than
introduce a variance term and compare it to an entropy. This could therefore simplify the main
line of the proof. However, the study of WLSI with Orlicz norms (rather than L° norms) seems
to be a bit more involved than the weak Poincaré case. We hope to address this question in future
work.

With this definition in hand, we can state ([22], Lemma 4):

Lemma 9. There exists a §y such that, for all probability measures | and all positive f with

nw(fH =1,
Vs < 8o, éVarM( f) +48Ps-Ent, (f?) > Ent, (f?).

Let us glue all these inequalities together: we get that for all probability measures u, if u satisfies
the weak Poincaré inequality (3), then for all positive f with | f 2dp =1,

SEnt,, (f?) — 48*Ps-Ent, (f%) < Var,(f) < a(r)&,(f) + CrEnt, (f*) + Cr.

This entails a lower bound on the energy:

Eu(f) = —%321)5-13%( - + —(5 Cr)Ent, (f%).

(r) a(r)

Let us get back into our special case, and take u = 1, f = +/f;, and @ = «,. The entropy
Ent( f?) just becomes I;, and we can plug the inequality back in the differential equation for /;:

dl
o 0(020 (l‘)/ V x (1= fdu, +88° (())PS -Ent,, (f7)
U(t)
2C L as—cr
e o (r) ¢ ) z()

Since o is non-increasing in time, we may omit the 1 in (1 — f;) in the first term, and since
f‘tdl’(’t = dmt7

%<E<L>/Vd +862 2D po Ent,, (£,)
dt ~ dr \o(r) i o (r) S
()

Olt(”)

Cr)

“
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Our goal is to obtain a differential inequality involving only /; and explicit functions of ¢, so that
we may deduce information on the evolution of I;. Since ¢ is known, this leaves us with three
questions. First, we have to obtain controls on [ Vdm; and on the pseudo-entropy — we will
get explicit bounds in ¢. Once this is done, we have to estimate the compensating function o .
Finally we must choose r and § depending on ¢ in a suitable way, so that the inequality on I, is
good enough to prove the convergence to zero.

We now deal with the first problem.

1.2. Moment bounds and pseudo-entropy

The first inequality is a moment bound on the value of the potential at time . The proof is
postponed to the appendices.

Lemma 10. Suppose that Hypotheses 3 and 4 hold, and that the initial law m satisfies:
/ VPmo(dx) < oo,

for some p > 1. Then there exists an M such that:
‘/Vpuymau)5nhmnﬁmawanmnﬁ%

The last result will be used directly, but it also helps us prove the following bound.

Lemma 11. Suppose that | V2dmy is finite, and that the cooling schedule has the form: o (t) =
¢/ In(¢), for a positive constant c. Then there exists an A such that, for all big enough t,

Ps-Ent,, (f,) < Aln(t)*(Inln(r))S.
Proof. Let us differentiate the quantity under scrutiny, J; = Ps-Ent,,, (f;). The following formal
computation can be justified (cf. [22]):

dJ, t
d_f = —Gé_) F'(fOIV fi*du,

4 (1 1 I (y V(x)du, ) d
+ E(m)/ Og(€+fz)e+fl< —f () Mz) my,

where F(x) = % log(x +¢e) + log2 (x +e). Since F is non-decreasing (in x), and o is positive,
the first term is bounded above by 0. Moreover, since V is positive and 1/o increases, we may

also forget the f V(x)du, in the second term. We get:

dJl d 1 f[
I < 25 <m> / Py log(e + f;)Vdm;

o /log(e—f—f[)Vdm,
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1
After dividing by 2J,?, the left-hand side becomes the derivative of /J;. The right-hand side
may then be bounded (cf. previous lemma):

d'J’<£(_] )(/Vzdm>é

dt ~ dr \o() !

< — d < >\/ Mo (1) In(t)(InIn(1))>.
o(t)

The explicit value of ¢ allows us to simplify (the multiplicative constant ¢ cancels out):

dv/ J; 1
A <M= (nln(®))>.
dr t
An easy computation shows that the right-hand side may be bounded by:
d
ML (ln(t)(lnln(t))3> .
To conclude the proof, we integrate this inequality between a (fixed and big enough) 7y and the

current time ¢. The constant A naturally depends on the initial law mq (through the value of M
and through the pseudo-entropy at time #p). [

1.3. From the differential inequality to the convergence of the entropy

It is now time to get back to our differential inequality and apply the bounds we just derived.
We fix a logarithmic cooling schedule:

o(t) = o

Recall that we have shown (inequality (4)):

dr. _ E<L)/Vd + 882 ()Ps-Ent (f)
ar — &t \o@) i o (r) ot
o(t)

2C s -cr
+2Co (1) ) (8 )t()

We use the moment bound (Lemma 10) to deal with the first term, and Lemma 11 to bound the
second one.

% < ad ( zt)) M Inln(r)? + 8M§> t(( )) (In(1))*>(Inn(¢))®
o(t)
2C —2(6—Cr
+2Ca W) =20 = Cr) B
‘We number our four terms and define:
_d/1 3 _
@ = < (t)) M Inln(?) ® = ZCU(I)% B
@ =sms2 2 o () (n()%>(nln(t))® @ =25 —Cr) o (1) )
a(r) o (r)
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The inequality becomes:

d,
d_tt§®+®+©_@lt‘ 5)

This last inequality will allow us to prove that the free energy goes to zero. To this end, we use
the same lemma as L. Miclo:

Lemma 12. Let I be a positive function, and suppose:
U < awy - b1 0
=< a) — ,
dr —

where a, b are positive functions and satisfy:

() [T b(1) = 0,
1—
) 8 =30,
Then I goes to zero when t goes to infinity.

Our goal is now to use the inequality (5) to check the hypotheses of this lemma. We choose §
and r as follows.

1
= ————
In(2)2(InIn(z))?
{ (6)
" Cn)2(nn()8’
where the factor C in r; appears only for cosmetic reasons. This choice ensures:

® Crt C
—_ = ~ —> 0,
@ &8 —Cr; Inln(r)
@  4Ms?
— = — ' 1n’(1)(Inln())® ~ 4M$; In* (1) (InIn(1))® — 0.
@ 8[ — Cr[

Two things remain to check:

@ o

— — 0 and @ = oo.

® /
This is where we need bounds on the weak Poincaré inequalities: we have to know how «;
behaves for our particular choice of . This is the aim of the following sections, in one or many

dimensions.
In both cases, we will get:

Lemma 13. There exists a constant d* such that, for all D* > d*,

D*
ACy oy (ry) < Cyexp <o(t)) .

For the cooling schedule o (t) = c/In(t), we get:

a;(r;) < CatP"/.
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In the one-dimensional case, this follows from Theorem 18 below, and the choice of r;. The
multi-dimensional case is proved in Theorem 23 and the discussion that follows it.

Remark 14. The approach in the one- and multi-dimensional case will differ slightly. In the
former, we prove a (full) weak Poincaré inequality, i.e. we estimate the whole function ¢, and
then use this estimate at the point r;. In the latter, we will only prove a bound on «; at r; and
disregard the other points.

We may now get back to our proof. Recall that we have assumed:

o(t) c>d*,

¢
T In()’
so that we may always pick a D* strictly less than c.

Let us check the two remaining points. First we must prove that ©/@® converges to zero. Since
o (t) is explicit and we know a bound on «(r), we see that:

o_d <L> M(nlIn(r))* x

a; (ry)

@ dr \o(®) 2(8; — Crp)o (1)

1
M/; In(®) InIn(®) o (rr).

A

where M, M’ are constants.
Using the bound on « we just recalled (Lemma 13), we get:
@ tD*/c
—<M'— ( Int)*(Inln¢ 10).
@ = p (In1)”( )
Since ¢ > D*, ®/@® goes to zero, as was claimed.
Just in the same way, we have, for 7 big enough:

® = 265, — Cry) 2
a(ry)
" -3 -7 1
~ M (InH) " (Inlns)~" —.

fc
Once more, the condition ¢ > D* guarantees that the integral of this quantity diverges, which
was expected.

This allows us to apply Lemma 12, and prove that /; converges to 0. Thanks to Pinsker’s
inequality, the total variation between m; (law of the process) and u, (the instantaneous
equilibrium) converges too. Since we already know that u, converges weakly to the Dirac mass
30, this concludes the proof.

1.4. Absence of convergence for fast cooling schedules

In this short section, we prove the second part of Theorem 3, i.e. the fact that the process does
not necessarily converge if ¢ < d*. This will be seen as a consequence of similar results that are
known to hold in the compact case (see [12,23]).

The main idea is to find a set V' such that 0 ¢ V and that, with positive probability, the process
starting in V stays inside it forever.
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Define, for a connected open set A, the following quantities:

h(A) =inf V —inf V, (7N
dA A

c(A) = sup da(x,y). (3
x,yeA?

The first is the height of A (and measures how hard it is to escape from A), the second quantity
tells how easy it is to go from one point to another in A.

Recall that ¢ < d*, and let a, b be such that ¢ < a < b < d*. By definition of d*, there exists
an x| such that d(x, 0) > b. Let V be the connected component of {x, V(x) < V(x1) + a} that
contains x7. It is easy to see that 0 ¢ V. Moreover, the height () satisfies:

h(V)>a > c.

Our claim will be proved once we admit:

Proposition 15. Let A be a open connected set, such that h(A) > c. Then for any x € A, the
annealing process with schedule o (t) = c/In(t) starting from x has a positive probability of
staying in A forever.

This result may seem obvious to someone familiar with the behaviour of trajectories of annealing
processes. However, since we could not find an explicit statement in our case, we briefly describe
how it may be proved.

Let us first remark that this is essentially a “compact” result. Indeed, the bounded, open set V
may be embedded in a compact Riemannian manifold M, and V may be extended smoothly on
M \ V. Since the processes in M and in R? obviously have the same law until they exit V, we
need only prove the proposition in the compact setting.

This compact case is almost treated by Holley, Kusuoka and Stroock in their paper.

Proposition 16 ([12], Lemma 3.5). Let M be a Riemannian manifold, V a potential on M,
d*(M) be defined as above. Let V be a connected open set of M that contains the global minima
of V, and suppose:

d*(M) < ¢ < h(V).
Then the process starting in V) remains inside it forever with strictly positive probability.

As we can see, the only problem is that ¢ is supposed to be bigger than d*(M). We may choose
V on M\ V so that d*(M) = c(V), the “communication cost” defined in (8). Therefore, all is
wellif ¢ > c¢(V).

This does not necessarily hold for the whole set V. However, we can find an open connected
subset V' of V, such that 2()’) > ¢, and ¢(V’) < ¢, which is enough to show that the process may
get stuck in V' (and therefore in V) — this follows from several remarks of [23]. In the discrete
case, the argument is developed in the remarks that follow Propositions 4 and 8 (of [23]). In the
compact continuous case, note that, similarly to what happens in Proposition 4 of [23], the proof
of Proposition 11 still holds without the assumption that the heights are bigger than c; therefore
the same reasoning applies.

Finally, the process has a chance of staying inside V, and since 0 ¢ V, the weak convergence
to 8¢ cannot hold.
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1.5. Some remarks

Our theorem immediately raises a few questions. Some of these have already been asked when
we discussed the hypotheses — equilibrium measures with polynomial tails are not covered, and
we do not know what happens when there are traps at infinity.

In the discrete or compact setting, if V has several global minima, another critical constant
d < d* appears, and if d < ¢ < d*, the process may approach some, but not all, global
minima, depending on its starting point (see [23]). The fact that local properties seem to dictate
the behaviour of the process leads us to expect similar results on R,

2. The one-dimensional case

In this section we treat the case of a one-dimensional potential, for which we derive a weak
Poincaré inequality (more precisely we prove Lemma 13).

The major advantage of this case is that, in one dimension, explicit (Hardy-like) criteria are
known for weak inequalities. Thus we are able to prove a quite general result (the de-coupling
of the parameters s and o in the weak inequality). This has a small price: we restrict ourselves
to potentials that grow like a power of x, and do not cover the case V (x) = log(|x|)* at infinity
(for some o > 1). It should be noted that the multidimensional argument (cf. next section) may
still be used in this logarithmic case.

Let us write down a few notations. The potential V is a real C? function, which satisfies the
Hypothesis 2. For any (small) o, we denote by V,; the function éV, andby Z, = [ e Vo ™dyx
the partition function. We normalize V,, by defining &,: &, = V,; + log Z,. The equilibrium
measure i, reads:

1
dus = 7 exp(—Vy)dA = exp(— P4 )dA.
o
We now state our hypotheses on V. We suppose there exists a compact set [K1, K»] such that
the following holds.

Hypothesis Ul (Behavior Near the Minimum). In [K{, K»], the potential V is bounded below
by 0 and above V(K1) = V(K3). It reaches its minimum only once, at x;. Near this point, V
behaves like:

V() ~ (x —x)?,

with b > 1. Finally, there exists § such that V is bijective from [x, x| 4+ 8] onto its image, and
from [x; — &, x1] onto its image.

This generalizes a little the overall assumptions on the minimum: if HessV is positive definite at
X1, it satisfies this hypothesis with b = 2.

Hypothesis U2 (Behavior Outside the Compact). Outside the compact, V’ and |V”|/(V'?) are
bounded:

V"

vz =Cv. ®

Moreover, V(K1) # 0and V'(K3) # 0.
In particular, V' has no zero, V decreases before K1, and increases after K.

ACyVx € [K1, K2],
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Fig. 1. The potential V and the associated functions i and s. Here, x; = 0, K1 = —10, K, = 10.

Hypothesis U3 (The Function ). There exists a function 8 such that, for all x outside the
compact,

5 (exp(—V(x))) . 1 . (10)
V'(x) V/(x)?

To apply the result to the annealing diffusion, we need an additional growth condition on . Since

V satisfies Hpotheses 2 (Section 0) and U2, it is easily seen that exp(—V)/V’ must go to zero at

infinity (just integrate V" /(V')? between K and x, use (9) to see that 1/ V’(x) is bounded above

by cst. + Cyx, and then use the growth hypothesis on V'), so we need bounds on 8 near 0.

Hypothesis U4 (Behavior of B Near the Origin). There exist constants A, C such that, near 0,
the following holds:

1 A
B(s) < C (log (;)) .

Remark 17. We shall note here that the last two hypotheses hold if V(x) = |x|* outside a
compact, with o € (0, 1], if we choose 8 = C (log(l/s))a;_2 fors € (0, 1) (cf. [28,3] cor. 4). If
V grows like | log(x)|™, this is not true (B behaves like exp (c log(l/s)l/m) for m > 1, and like

a power of s if m = 1). This explains the small loss of generality we spoke about above.

We define, for all x > x1,i(x) = inf{V(y), y > x}and s(x) = sup{V (y), y € [x1, x]}. In the
same way, i (x) = inf{V(y), y < x} and s(x) = sup{V(y), y € [x, x1]} for x less than x; (see
Fig. 1 for an example).

Outside [K1, K»], we havei = V = s, 50 s — i is continuous with compact support. It is easy
to see that its maximum is in fact the constant d*.

The main result of this section may now be stated as follows (see Definition 30, Section 4 for
a rigorous definition of a weak Poincaré inequality and a compensating function).

Theorem 18. The measure |, satisfies a weak Poincaré inequality with the L* norm, with a
compensating function B, defined by:

d*
Bo(s) = Cexp (;) B(s),

where B is given by the hypothesis. Similarly, |1, satisfies a weak inequality with an Orlicz norm
and the modified function a, given by:

l 4 d* , 4
ag(r) =CBs <C exp <—;>) = Cexp <;> B <C exp <_;>> )
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Finally, there exists a constant A such that the following bound holds:
'\ 1
oy (r) <Cexp| — —
o)r

To prove this, we will use a result from Barthe, Cattiaux and Roberto ([3], Theorem 3),
which gives estimates on the compensating functions for the L°° norm. We will then use
capacity—measure criteria to derive the result with the Orlicz norm. To state the result we need,
we first give some additional notation.

Let m, be a median of ., and for all x,

B (x) _ frzg edsa(y)dy X fxoo e_éady
- =

B ([ e P Wdy) (1)
Bs = sup Bs(x).

X=>Mg

By symmetry, we also define b, (x) and b, for x < m,.
The result from [3] reads:

Theorem 19. Let 8 : (0, 1) — R be non-increasing, and By, b, be defined by (11).
Then . satisfies the following weak Poincaré inequality:

Var,,, (f) < Co(s) / IV £ Pduo +5 osc(£)2,

where C, < 12max(b,, By).

Note that their result is actually stronger, since it also gives a lower bound on the optimal constant
C in terms of some quantities very similar to B .

To use this result, we have to bound B, (x), and this has to be done uniformly in x. We will
split R into two domains, and show that, in some sense, our choice of 8 already deals with B,
for large x, so that the crucial region is near the minimum x;.
2.0.0.1. What happens for large x. We study the case where x > K5 by following the proof of
Corollary 4 in [3].

Lemma 20. For all o, there exists a ¢, such that:

2e= %o ) Co
Vx ¢ [Ki. K2l B\ —5 o Z 7 5k (12)

One may choose c; = 0—12

Proof. Recall that the same bound holds for V (cf. Hypothesis U3); we try to carry it over to @,.
The behavior of V near its minimum allows us to get an equivalent for Z, using Laplace’s
method (cf. for example [10]); if V ~ (x — x1)b, we get

Zy ~ Coll?, (13)
where C depends only on V. Let us bound the argument in the function j:

1} X V/o)

<Clo
\%

2exp(—(ﬁg) _ 20 exp(—V/o)
P T Zs \Z

1—1exp(=V) _ exp(=V)

< Clo
- 4 \%4
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for o small enough, because b is strictly greater than 1, so that o!~1/?

decreases, we get, outside [K1, K3]:

p (2225 7) = -y v) =

goes to zero. Since S
1

V2T g2

v’ 0% P

Lemma 21. For all x > K>, we have the following inequalities:

X K> eq'>a
/ e §f eé"(y)dy—kz(p/

Mg me o

e D, (x)

e < 3o ([x, 00)).

Mo ([x, 00)) =2
Proof. For all x > K> and o small enough (less than 1/(2Cy)), the hypothesis on V gives us:
/! "
2 _ W
P! (x)? v’z 2
Therefore:
exp(@U) ' -~ le@J‘
P! -2

This gives the first result by integration. In a similar way, we may integrate the bounds

—exp(_éa) / € 16_45" Ee_éa
ol 27 2

between x > K, and oo, and use the fact that exp(— @, )/ DL, goes to zero (in the same way as for
exp(—V)/(V’), see the discussion following Hypothesis U3), to prove the second claim. [

We are now in a position to bound B, (x). We suppose that o is small enough to guarantee that
my liesin [Kq, K»2].

X
Dy (x)

ok [ e
Bt (6,000 I,

—Ps (x) 1 K> Do (x)
< P X X e(p"(”dy—i—Ze (by Lemma 21)
¢/ — by P/
g’('x) /3(26@/ ) My g(x)

Bs(x) = s ([x, 00))

b (x) Co @/ (x)

o

— b5 (x) Qi/ 2 K3 Dy (x)
< 2e X o () X (/ ePr Mgy + 26 ) (by Lemma 20)
m

IA

K
34‘5/ (x)/ : eVa(y)*Va(Kz)dy 4 i,
Co i my Co

where we used V(x) > V(K3) in the last line. The hypotheses imply that V(y) < V(K>),
whenever K| < y < Kj. On the other hand, sﬁé is bounded above by C /o (since V' is supposed
to be bounded). Finally, assuming that o < 1,

/

C
Vx > K3, Bs(x) < )
CoO

where C’ is independent of 0.
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2.0.0.2. What happens in the well. The general strategy here is to bound B, (x) by studying
only the numerator. The denominator can be (very) roughly bounded by §(1/2) (which does not
depend on o). The partition function disappears, and we get:

X oo
B;(x) < C/ eV"O/ody x / e VO/ogy,
My X

We need a bound on V near the median: under our hypotheses, since w1, converges weakly to
8y, the continuity of V in x; yields (for o small enough):

Vx € [(x1,mg)], V(x) <d*/4.
Now we can bound the first integral in the following way:
AR 1
/ eV < (Ky — K)exp (— max(s(x), d*/4)> ,
My o

where d* /4 takes care of the case when m is less than xj.
We cut the second integral into two parts:

00 K> 00
f Ve dy < f Ve Oy + / e Vo )y
X X K>

Since V is strictly increasing after K», we may apply Laplace’s method to the second term. In
the first one, we use a rough bound on V:

/Oo e—Va(y)dy < (K; — K1) exp (—%) + Cexp (— V(52)> .

Since i(x) is less than V(K»), the second term is less than the first one (up to a constant), and
there exists a C’ such that:

o :
/ e VWdy < C'exp (—@) )
; o

Coming back to B, we get:

B,(x) < C"exp (% (max(s(x), d*/4) — i(x)))

d*
C" exp (—) )
o

2.0.0.3. Conclusion: An upper bound on B. Let us now gather the bounds on B, (x) that we
derived in the preceding paragraphs.

IA

Lemma 22. There exists a C (independent of o ) such that, for all o,

Bs = sup Bs(x) < Cexp (d—) .
X=mg g
With this result in hand, we may apply Barthe, Cattiaux and Roberto’s result (Theorem 19): this
proves the first claim of Theorem 18.
The modified function o is deduced from B, with the help of Theorem 37 (see below, in
Section 4).
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Finally, the growth hypothesis on 8 (U4) guarantees that, near 0, 8 is bounded by a power of
In(1/s); this immediately implies the last result, and concludes the proof.

3. The weak inequality in any dimension

We now turn to the proof of the weak inequality (the bound in Lemma 13) in any dimension.
We proceed in several steps. First we recall our aim and explain the main lines of the proof.
During this proof, a certain “path” (in fact, an open set of R?) will appear. It will be used to
derive a “capacity—measure” inequality. Eventually, we will go from this inequality to the one
we seek, using a result from next section.

Though our point of view is slightly different and our hypotheses are weaker, the appearance
of an “almost critical” path and the discretization of the space into many small cubes is
reminiscent of the original proof of Holley, Kusuoka and Stroock, who studied in [12] the scaling
behaviour of the Poincaré constant in the compact case (see also [16] for the case of RY).

3.1. The one-point weak inequality

As was said before, we will not prove in this section a full weak Poincaré inequality,
i.e. we will not get (3) for all r. Instead, we just prove it for a specific value of r, namely for
r=r;, = (nt)"2(Inlnr)~8 (cf. Eq. (6)). Since o (1) = c¢/(In1), we note that, for any m > 2,

2
o

> (C—
= o)®

> C'o™,

for some C, C' and o small enough. Therefore, and since a; decreases, it suffices to prove an
inequality with " instead of r;.
More precisely, we will get:

Theorem 23. Let m be such that 2 < m < 1 4+ my, and let D* be a constant, D* > d*. Then
there exists a Cy, such that, for all o, the measure |, satisfies the following one-point weak
Poincaré inequality

*

vVf, Var, (f) <Cy, exp(D

o

) / \Vel*duo + o™ f —msl}
where m g is a median of f under ji.
As was noted before, this entails

a1 (1) < &1 (0™) < Cexp (D*/0),

which is the result of Lemma 13.

The remainder of the section is devoted to the proof of the theorem. It can be sketched as
follows.

The idea is to use a capacity—measure criterion restricted to certain sets (large enough sets).
Intuitively, if a set A has a large u, mass, it must contain points near the origin; these points
are the important ones, for measuring capacity as well as mass. For these sets, located near the
origin, everything should behave as in the compact case, and the inequality should depend on o
in the same way as when a Poincaré inequality holds.
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Let us fix D* to be strictly bigger than d*. As was just said, we would like to compare the
capacity and measure of large enough sets: let « > 0 be the minimum mass we will consider
(« will depend on o). Let A be a Borel set such that:

Mo (A) = 2k (0).

Restricting ourselves to these large sets localizes the problem in some sense. To be more precise,
we introduce two radii. The first one, r, is such that:

o (By) =1 — k.

The second one is deduced from it: it is a radius big enough to include good paths
(cf. Hypothesis 5) starting from any point in the small ball 5, .

Rs = R(ry).

These two quantities depend on o and «; we will see that, for our choice of «, r, and R, will not
grow too fast as o goes to zero.

Let A= A"UA", where A’ = ANB,, and A” is the complement set. Since (1o (A) > 2k and
o (A" < k (by definition of r,), us(A’) > «, and:

to (A) = po(A) + pe (A") < 216 (A").

Intuitively, we need only consider the subset A, because it concentrates enough mass.

At this point, our set A’ may still be very complicated. In particular, it could be scattered all
over the ball 5, . To avoid this, we will once again restrict ourselves to a subset, trying to keep
enough mass in the process.

This is done by cutting 3, into small cubes. The bound on the gradient of V (Hypothesis 3)
helps us choose a good mesh, so that V does not vary too much inside a little cube.

Proposition 24. For all n, there exists € (depending only on V and n), such that, on each cube
B with radius €,
supV —infV < n.
B B
The parameter n will be chosen later.

So we cut B, into many little cubes of radius €. This requires a certain number of cubes,
which we call n,. We then have:

By, =Bi1UBy...B,,. (14)

In the same way, N, will be the number of cubes necessary to cover Br, . We denote by A; the
intersection of A and B;. We apply the pigeonhole principle to say that one of the A;’s must be
large enough:

. 1
Jig, o (Aiy) = — e (A).
neg

To sum up our considerations on sets, for each A, we have found a subset A;, such that:

e Aj, is a subset of a cube of radius €,
e A, is not too far from the origin (4;, C B, ),
e A;, is big enough compared to A : 1y (A;) > ﬁug (A).
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In some sense, we need only consider the case when A looks like a ball and is not too far from
the origin. We are going to see how this can be used to build a certain path between A;; and 0,
and from this path, deduce a capacity—measure inequality.

3.2. Building a path and straightening it out

Recall that our goal is to compare the capacity and the measure of sets, and more precisely to
bound the capacity from below and the measure from above.
The capacity is defined by an infimum bound:

Cap,, (A) = inf{f IV £Pdu, s < f < 1, ulsuppf) < %} , (15)

where supp f is the support of f. Note that we only define capacities for sets whose measure is
less than 1/2. This restriction explains why we use functions recentered by their median when
we deduce functional inequalities from capacity—measure criteria.

Since we seek a bound from below, we consider a function satisfying the conditions, and we
try to bound:

/|Vf|2du.

The key idea is to find a region of R? which should contribute a lot to this integral. Since the
function f equals 1 near A, and 0 near O (the measure of its support being less than 1/2), there
must be a transition between A and O: this is where the gradient of f comes in. Still on the
intuitive level, if the integral is to be small, we had better make this transition in a region where
w has less mass, i.e. in a zone where V is large. This is the reason we introduced the good paths:
to go from A to zero, a large contribution to the energy should appear along these good paths.

To put these ideas on firmer ground, we will build, starting from A (or more precisely from
A;), an open set C4 with good regularity properties, and then bound the capacity by integrals
over this open set. This construction is depicted in Fig. 2.

Once this set is built, we proceed in two steps. First, for all functions f satisfying the
conditions of (15),

[ 1vrPane = [ 195P1c,due.

On the path, we know by design that V is bounded above by V (x}) + 7. Indeed, V is less than
V(x}) along y, and the size € of the cubes has been chosen so that on each cube, the oscillation
of V is less than n. Therefore, we may compare our integral with an integral with respect to the
Lebesgue measure:

[ 195 = e (—M) [ 1vsP1c, 0. (16)

o

The next step is to bound the latter integral on C4. Our only hypotheses is that f must be 1 on
A, and 0 near zero. The idea is then to apply a Poincaré inequality to compare the energy to a
variance. Unfortunately, though we know that a Poincaré inequality effectively holds under quite
general assumptions for a bounded domain in R (this is proved in many textbooks on partial
differential equations, see e.g. [11], p. 275-276), the explicit constants and their behaviour when
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Fig. 2. Building the path £ 4. (For interpretation of the references to colour in this figure legend, the reader is referred
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0

1. We consider a good path start-
ing from the center z4 of the cube
B;,, and going to the origin. On this
path, V reaches its maximum at some
2%, and on the colored region, V' is

bounded above by V(z%) + 7.

Ty Ty Ty

£a

C(l 01

2.  We pick a “path of cubes” from 0
to Bj, which stays entirely within the
colored region.

3. Within this path, we draw a
smooth tube C4. The intersection of
Ca and a given little cube may only
take a finite number of shapes (up to
a rigid motion); in this 2-dimensional
drawing for example, we have either
a straight tube (71) or a bended one
(T3). For technical reasons, we con-
sider two more shapes at the end
of the tube so that Bj, lies entirely
within C4.

C

Ty Ti T3

4. Finally, the tube C4 is sent onto £ 4, a convex set for which we have an explicit

Poincaré inequality.

to the web version of this article.)

the domain changes is not well known. However, there is a case for which we have such explicit

estimates, namely the case of convex domains.

Theorem 25 (Poincaré Inequality in Convex Domains). Let L be a convex bounded domain in
RY. Then Ay, the normalized Lebesgue measure on L, satisfies a Poincaré inequality, and the

constant can be bounded above using only the diameter dy, of the domain:

2 d2
VarAL(f)zf(f_/fd)‘L> dip < H—szlvﬂzdh-



P-A. Zitt / Stochastic Processes and their Applications 118 (2008) 76—119 97

The bended tube on the left may be straightened as shown. We consider a diffeo-
morphism which sends the regions between dotted lines on one another, and ask
that it should be a rigid motion on the dark regions. Defining the transformation
on a set (the region between dotted lines) larger than the tube (the region between
plain lines) gives compacity bounds on the Jacobian.

Fig. 3. Straightening of elementary cubes.

This theorem is proved e.g. by Payne and Weinberger, and Bebendorf in [24,4]. Note that other
bounds in more complicated cases have been derived (see [8] for star-shaped domains, or [7] for
bounds depending on the geometry of the boundary).

In order to use this result, we try to “straighten out” the set C4.

We will build a function ¢ sending C4 to a tube £ 4. This function will be defined piecewise,
on each of the little cubes that C4 crosses. Let us denote these cubes as Cy, ... Cy,. It is easy to
see that the intersection of C4 and one of these cubes can only take a finite number of shapes (up
to a rotation and/or translation). In d = 2 for example, only two different shapes are possible
(either a straight tube or a bent one, see Fig. 2). Each of these shapes may be “straightened out”
into a tube by a diffeomorphism. We have to be a bit careful in choosing these diffeomorphisms
¢; (one for each shape). We will ask two things: they should behave like a rigid motion in the
neighborhood of the edges (so we may “glue” two transformations together), and their Jacobian
matrix should be sufficiently “nice” (the “niceness” needed will be made precise later). Such a
choice is possible; see Fig. 3 for an explanation of one possible way to find such good functions.

Once this is done, we only have to glue our pieces together. Let us denote the pieces C4 N C;
by T;. We leave Ty where it stands, and look at 77. We have seen that it may be straightened
into a tube, 7: define ¢ on Tj to be precisely this transformation. Now consider 7>: we can
straighten it by one of our ¢;, and then use a rotation and/or a translation to put it next to 7.
Since we have asked that the ¢; should be rigid motions near the edges, the two pieces of ¢
define a diffeomorphism from 77 U 7> to the straight tube 7| U 7,. We may iterate the process
and eventually we get a diffeomorphism ¢ from C4 to £4. One can see on the figure that a little
extra care is needed to deal with the end of the path C4 — however, adding just one ¢; to our set
of transformations settles the question.

Remember that our goal is to use the Poincaré inequality on the convex set L£4. For this to
work, we need to control some quantities related to the map ¢.

Proposition 26. There exists a constant Cy, which may depend on € but not on o, such that, at
every point, the Jacobian matrix Jy satisfies

1
— < |det(Jy)| < Cy,
o

MU' Ty = Cyl,
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where L1 (M) is the smallest eigenvalue of the symmetric matrix M.

Proof. This holds by the design of the map ¢. At each point, ¢ is the composition of a rigid
motion (which has no effect on the eigenvalues or the determinant of the Jacobian matrix), and
of one of the ¢;. For a given ¢;, the properties hold: we have designed the ¢; as restrictions
of diffeomorphisms on larger sets, so the bounds hold by compactness. Since there are a finite
number of ¢;, we may choose bounds that do not depend on j. This proves that the bounds hold
forgp. O

We may now give our “straightening” its rigorous form, namely a change of variables.

Proposition 27. Let U and V be open sets, and let ¢ be a diffeomorphism from U onto V.
If the inequalities in the preceding lemma hold with a constant Cy, then for all continuously
differentiable function f onU, we have:

[ 1vrrazc? [ v
u 1%
where g = f o ¢~ L.

Proof. Let us define F by F(x) = |V f|>(x). Then, by a change of variables, and thanks to the
upper bound on | det(Jy)|,

/|Vf|2dx=/ F(x)dx
u 1z

/ Fo¢!|det(Jyop™ ") |dy
.

1
— Fo¢71dy.
Cs Jv

v

Since f = g o ¢, the gradients are given by:
(VHx =T x(Vp)-

Taking norms, and using the lower bound on the first eigenvalue, we get:
(VP ="V gls' T4 Ve = Col(IVePp)-

Rewriting this in y variables,
Foo™ () = (VP41 = Cpl(IV81)y.

Finally,

1
[ vtz [ver. ©
u C¢ %

Putting the last two propositions together, we can show:

Proposition 28. There exists a C, depending only on €, such that if f satisfies the following
conditions:

(1) f is continuously differentiable from Cy4 into [0, 1],
) r{f =0} = lo,
B3 rdf=1h =11,
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then
c .
/ |V £1?dx > — min(lo. 1))
NO'

We recall that N,; is the number of balls of radius € needed to cover the big ball Bg, .

Proof. Suppose f satisfies the hypotheses. Define g = f o ¢!, as in the preceding proposition.
The various bounds needed on the Jacobian matrix of ¢ are provided by Proposition 26. The
lower bound on det(Jy) implies that g must vanish at least on a set of Lebesgue measure C;llo,
the same being true for the set where g = 1. The change of variables has shown:

/|Vf|2d,\ > cf/Wngx.

On the right-hand side, we can now use the Poincaré inequality:

2 )\(ﬁA)
fIVgI di > CP(EA)VarALA(g),

where Az, is the normalized Lebesgue measure on L£4. The very purpose of our change of
variables was to make the domain convex, so that we could make use of Theorem 25. The
constant may therefore be bounded by a square of the diameter of L4. Since L4 results from
gluing together at most N, little cubes of radius €, the square of the diameter may be bounded
by €2N2.

We now turn to the variance, and use the information on the sets where g is O or 1. We
denote by I, [ i the respective (non-normalized) measures of these sets, and by m the mean of g
(m = [ gdir.z, € [0, 1]). Then:

A(L4) x Var(g) = /(g —m)?dx = m?ly + (1 —m)*l;.

The right-hand side is easily shown to be greater than [(/{/(l; + [}). The latter is bounded
below by half the minimum of /j; and /] (because the numerator is less than 2 max(/;, [{)). Since

l(’) > qullo, and a similar result holds for /;,

f|Vf|2d,\ > %minao,ll). g
We may now prove the measure—capacity inequality we are looking for. Indeed, recall that our
aim is to bound the capacity of a set A from below by a function of its measure. The previous
inequality is almost what we want: on the left-hand side is (up to a factor, see (16) above) the
quantity whose infimum gives the capacity (Eq. (15)); and on the right-hand side, lp and [/; are
measures of some sets. It remains to show that these measures may be compared to the measure
of A.

3.3. The measure—capacity inequality

Let us put together the results from the previous section (Eq. (16) and Proposition 28)

/ IV Py = o exp (—W) / IV fPdA

c Vet —
2016\12 exp (—%) min(lo. 1), (17)

o

\

v
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where /o, /1 are the Lebesgue measures of the following sets:

b=x{f=0tNnCs) L =21({f=11NCa.

To bound /y, we use the fact that f vanishes on a sufficiently large set (as measured by py ).
Since u, concentrates around 0, f should vanish near the origin. More precisely, for a fixed €,
we know that for o small enough, the cube centered on 0 and of radius € concentrates 3/4 of the
measure. If this cube is labelled B, we have:

1
o ({f =0} N Bo) = vh

Since V is non negative, i, and A are easily compared.

1 1
o(lf =01N Bo) = 7= / 17—olg, exp (—;) d

EN

1
< — | 1r—olp,dAr.
= ZO-/ f=01By

The integral on the right-hand side is less than /g, and therefore:

Z
loZmozTg.

Let us derive a similar bound, m, for /;. On the cube B;,, V > V(x4) — n (recall x4 is the
center of B;), so:

o (Ajy) = —/IA CXP( )d)»

%
< —/1A ex ( (“)+ﬁ>dx
o o
1 V(xa) +1
< Z exp (f A(Aiy).
Therefore:
V(xa)
I =2 MAj) 2my = Zs eXP< GA - g) Mo (Ajy). (18)

Since we would like to control min(/y, /1), we now have to compare the two bounds mg and
m1. This is possible thanks to the following inequality:

1 —V(xa)+n
Mo (Ajy) < ——exp (— €’
Zs o

If we gather almost all terms on the left-hand side, we recognize m:

mi fed.

Since my = Zs /4, it holds that mo > ng1e_d, and since Z, goes to zero, it also holds that
my > Zymie~4, so that both Iy and [; may be bounded below by this quantity:

. z2 V(xa) n
min(lo, /1) > —7 exp (—A - —> Mo (Aip).
€ o o
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Going back to (17), we conclude:

Vix*) —
/'Vflzdﬂa > Ce exp (—M> min(ly, 1)

ZyN2 o
C.Z Vxa) — V(x}) —2n
> ;vga exXp ( s ) Mo (Ai0)~

By the definition of x%, V(x4) — V(x}) — 2n > —d* — 2 > —D*. On the other hand, A;, was
chosen precisely because it contained enough of A’s mass: ps(A;)) > (2n4) "' 1y (A). Finally,
every function f we can choose in the definition of capacity must satisfy:

CZ D*
/ V7 Pdo = 50 exp (—7) o (A).
o

Taking the infimum over all possible f finally yields the following result.

Proposition 29. Let k(o) be a positive number; less than 1/2. Let ny, Ny be defined as in the
discussion near Eq. (14). Then the following bound holds:

N2n, D*
VA, uo(A) = k(0) = uo(A) < exp | — | Cap,, (A). (19)
C/Za o Mo

€

3.4. Conclusion

The bigger part of the proof has now been done; the last thing we need to check is that the
number of balls n, and N, do not grow too fast as o decreases. Then we will apply Theorem 35
to deduce the one-point inequality of Theorem 23 from our measure—capacity inequality.

Recall that we are given a real number m, which is strictly smaller than 1 4+ my. Define

k(o) = exp (—Uim) We want to find an 7, such that the mass of B, is greater than 1 — . For
any set A, we may write:

1 v
Ho(A) = — | laexp| ——
Zs o
_ Za y 1 fl o Vv VvV
=7 7w ) AP\ T2 T 2s

Z \%
= ZL: X /IA exp <_%) duoe .

If V takes large values on A, we can get a good bound:

2o infaV
A << — J—
Ho(4) = Zs exp( 20

) M20 (A).

We get rid of the o, (A) by roughly bounding it by 1. Then we use the growth hypothesis on V
(Hypothesis 2), with A = By, : we getinfs V > In(rs)™" — C, so that, for any mly, < my

infV > In(ry )™V
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whenever r, is big enough. We fix anm’ € Im, 1 + m/V[, and choose:

1 (m'=1)/m},
pmen((D)),
o
which ensures, for o small enough:
1 (m’'—1)
A o

2oy 1
c
Mo (Br(,) = Z_U exp <_ 2O_m/> .

The asymptotic behavior of Z, (cf. Appendix C.1) implies that Z,,/Z, converges, and since
m' > m,

. 1
/’LG(BrU) = exp <_(T_m>

for o small enough. This shows that r, satisfies the condition we wanted.

We may now end the proof of the theorem. Coming back to the measure—capacity inequality
(19), we note that Ry, ny, and N, all behave like r, to a certain power (for R, we use
Hypothesis 5, and n,, N, are just a number of cubes of fixed radius in the big cubes of side
length 7, and R, ). Therefore, there exists a C such that

C *
VA, o(A) 2 k(0) = s (A) < - exp (D—) Cap,,, (A). (20)
Zs o i

The value of r,, and the fact that m’ — 1 is strictly less than my’, make exp(D*/o) the biggest
term (recall that Z, ~ Co/?), so that, up to a slight increase of D*,

*

VA, 1e(A) Zk(0) = po(A) <exp (%

> Cap, (A).

This inequality, thanks to Theorem 35 below, implies precisely the one-point weak Poincaré
inequality we claimed in Theorem 23.

4. A measure—capacity criterion for one-point weak Poincaré inequalities
4.1. Definitions

In this section, we study the interplay between weak Poincaré inequalities and
measure—capacity inequalities. Let us start by recalling exactly what a weak Poincaré inequality
is.

Definition 30 (Rockner and Wang, [28]). Let u be a measure, and let \ be a norm stronger than
the L?(u) norm. The measure y is said to satisfy a weak Poincaré inequality for the norm A if
there exists a decreasing positive function «, defined on IR* such that:

VfeL*(n), fsuchthatuf =0, Vr>0, w(f>) <a@Ef)+rN()>.

If this holds, o will be called a compensating function.
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Remark 31. Weak Poincaré inequalities were originally written with functions recentred by their
mean value p(f), and an L* norm. However, the approach using measure—capacity inequalities
developed in [3,2] works with functions recentred by their median m . When the norm is the
sup norm, it is easy to go from one to the other: the three quantities osc(f), || f — m r|lc and
Il f — n(f)]leo are within (universal) bounds of each other.

Since we need to work with another norm, we will show that we can still go from N'(f —m f)
to N'(f — uf) (cf. (A.2) in Appendix A).

This is equivalent to the slightly modified definition:
Proposition 32. A weak Poincaré inequality holds if and only if:
Vr>0,3c, Vf € L*(w),  u(f) =0=> u(f?) < e:Eu(f) +rN(f). @1

If the inequality holds for a given couple (r, c;), we will say that u satisfies a one-point weak
Poincaré inequality.

Therefore the weak Poincaré inequality holds if and only if a one-point inequality holds for each
point r.

Proof. The only thing to check is that we can deduce the inequality of the definition from (21).
To each r, we associate ¢, according to (21). Then we just define a(r) = inf{cs; s < r}. The
function « is decreasing. Now let f be a function in L> and > 0. For any €, we may find an
s < r such that:

cs <a(r) +e.
If we apply (21) with this s, we get (since s < r):

w(f?) < e€() +sN()?
< a(MES) +rN () +€E(f).
Since this is true for any €, we may let it go to zero, and we have found our function «.

We will be specifically interested in these inequalities for one special norm. We now define
this norm and recall some of its properties, without proofs. For a short introduction (with the
results we need here), see e.g. [1]; for an extensive treatment refer to [25].

Let ¢, ¢ be defined on Ry by ¥/(x) = xlog(1 + x), ¢(x) = w(xz). For any measurable f,
define the Orlicz norm (usually called the Luxembourg norm; there is another natural norm on
the Orlicz space, which will not be needed here) of f to be:

171l =inf{x,/¢ (%) < 1}.

Note that, with this definition, ||1]|4 need not be equal to 1. The set of functions f for which
this norm is finite is denoted Ly, it is a vector space, and it is complete for the Orlicz norm. In
the same way, if ¥*, ¢* are the convex dual functions of ¥, ¢, we may define the corresponding
Orlicz spaces. It is easily seen that for every positive f, || f 2|I¢ =|f ||é. The dual functions
allow us to state the following Holder-like property.

Proposition 33 (Holder—Orlicz). If f, g are two measurable functions, respectively in Ly and
Ly, then fgisin L', and

o

=201 f ly llglhy=-
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The constant 2 is necessary because we will work with Luxembourg norms. To conclude this
account on the Orlicz norm, we recall here the norm of an indicator function:

Proposition 34. Let A be a measurable set. Then 14 is in the Orlicz space Ly, and:
Lallys = ¥ (u(A)),

where V() = Gty
we have the following bound:

Moreover, for all x sufficiently small, and for ¥ (x) = xlog(1 + x),

2
VO = i log(1/x)"

Proof. Once again we refer to [1,25] for the first result. The explicit bound on 1@ follows easily
from the bound ¥* < xe* and the definition of yv. [

4.2. Measure—capacity inequalities for large sets and one-point inequalities

Here we show the result which was used in the preceding section: if we can compare the
measure and the capacity of large sets, we can deduce a one-point weak inequality.

Theorem 35. Suppose that there exists a k < 1/2, and a real constant C,. such that, for every
set A whose measure is larger than k, we have:

Cap, (A) = Ccn(A). (22)

Then u satisfies the one-point weak Poincaré inequality:

Var,,(g) < Ci f IVg|2du + rosc?(g),
K

where ¢ is universal. We may replace the L norm by an Orlicz norm, in which case the
inequality reads:

c ~
Var, (g) < C—f|Vg|2du+4w<x>||g—mg||;.
K

Remark 36. Note that if (22) holds for all sets, regardless of their measure, then u satisfies a
(strong) Poincaré inequality (since we may take ¥ = 0). This is well-known, cf. [2] and the
references therein. This characterization of a functional inequality in terms of a relation between
measures and capacities of sets is in fact more general, and provides a way to compare many
functional inequalities. For a detailed account on these questions, and links with isoperimetric
properties, we refer to [2] (especially Section 5).

Proof. We follow the proof of Theorem 2 in [3] (which deals with the (full) weak inequality).
Let f be a function and m a median for f. We cut the space in half, according to whether f
is greater than m or not; we denote by (24, {2_ the two sets. The integral may be written as:

Var, (f) < f (f —m)*du = /Q (f —m)*du + /Q (f —m)*dpu.

We will show how to deal with the leftmost integral, the other one being similar.
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Let us write g = f — m, and define c by:
¢ =inf{t > 0, ,u(g2 >1) <Kk}
If ¢ is zero, then u(g > 0) is less than «, and:
2 ksupg? inthe L™ case,
/+ grdu = {l/}(x)uf —ml%  in the Orlicz case,

so the inequalities we are looking for hold in the half-space (2, .

Thus we need only consider the case where c is strictly positive. By a continuity argument (u
will always have a density), we can find a set 2y such that 1 (£2)) = « and {g%> > ¢} C 2 C
{g2 > c}. We fix a p > 1, and introduce the level sets {2 = {g2 > ﬁ}. We decompose the

integral over these sets:

2 2 2
g=/ du + / gd
j;+ 22; Ny

< / i+ Y~ (42 = ()

k>1

Put pu; = w(f2%), and apply the Abel transform to the sum:

Z%(Mk_ﬂk—l) Z%—ZM—,’;

k>1 k>1 o k>0 ’0
1

SOV (L
k=1 P

This is where we do not follow [3]: since we simply suppose an inequality between capacity and
measure, we can get rid of the o and write

1 Mk
> — ) < (=1 =
p p
k>1 k>1

The rest of the proof follows the same line as in [3] — at this point, we use the measure—capacity
inequality on each set (2. They are designed to have their measure bigger than «, so that we may
apply our hypothesis:

1
< —Cap(f2).
Mk_CK ap({%)

Now, to bound the capacity from above, we apply the definition with well-chosen functions g:

wemn((252) )

This entails:

1 2
< — [ |Vgl*d
Mk_CK/|8k|.U~

k+1
okt

< |Vgl*dpu.
CKC(\/E_ 1)2 S\ p—y
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Summing over k, we get:

2 2 pp — 2
gdus/gdwr /Igldu
/m 2 Ce( /P — 1)2

We may now choose p; the (non optimal) choice p = 4 gives:

2 2 12 2
gdu=< [ gdpn+ [Vgl~du.
2, 2 Ci

The only thing left to do is to take care of the integral on (2. This is done with a Holder-like
inequality. In the Orlicz norm case, for example, we write:

/ g < 2118 ly g, lly-
2

< 20(f = m)y P k) < 2961 f — mll3,

thanks to the Holder—Orlicz inequality and the relation between ¢ and ¥ (see the beginning of
this section). This concludes the proof (the extra factor 2 comes from the bound on {2_, and we
can set the universal constant ¢ = 24). [

4.3. Weak inequalities for different norms

To conclude this section, let us state a corollary to the previous result, and prove that
weak Poincaré inequalities for many different norms are in fact equivalent. Moreover, if a
compensating function is known for one norm, we can immediately deduce a function for another
norm; this result was used in the one dimensional case (Section 2) where the explicit Hardy-like
criteria were known for the L° norm.

Theorem 37. Let ¢, be two Young functions, with ¢ (x) = ¥ (x2). A measure | satisfies a
weak Poincaré inequality with the L°° norm if and only if it satisfies one with the Orlicz norm

I llg-
Moreover, if B is a compensating function for the L> norm, then the following function may
be chosen for the Orlicz norm:

w=2p(20()
as)=-81(- —

47 \4 2/ )’
where c is universal (¢ = 24 works).

Proof. Let us begin with some notations. We will denote by M-C(k, C(x)) the following
comparison between measure and capacity:

VA, w(A) >k = Cap(A) > C(k)u(A).

Similarly, PWP(r, C(r), N) will denote the one-point weak Poincaré inequality for a norm N
with constants r, C(r), and WP(a, ') will be the (full) weak inequality, with a norm A and a
compensating function «. In the previous section, we showed:

M-C(x, C(x)) => PWP (K, Ci I ||oo> ,

M-C(k, C(k)) = PWP (21/?(/0, Ci Il II¢) .
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Going the other way round is easy. Indeed, suppose that PWP(r, C(r), || - ||co) holds. Let A be a
set whose measure is less than 1/2, but greater then 4r. Let g be any function which may appear
in the definition of the capacity of A (cf. (15)), and let m, be a median of g. Then:

Var, ¢ < C; / IVel*du + rllg — mglloo.

Without loss of generality, we suppose that 0 < g < 1, so that the L norm is bounded by
1. Moreover, r is less than (t(A)/4, and the variance on the left-hand side is bounded below by
(1/2) min((A), 1/2) > (u(A)/2) (by the same argument used previously, during the proof of
Proposition 28). This entails:

A A
"D cr/|Vg|2du+ ma.

This immediately implies the measure capacity inequality M-C(4r, 4/C,).
If we now try to derive an inequality with an Orlicz norm starting from one with an L norm,
we just translate them in terms of measure and capacity:

PWP(, Cr. || - o) = M-C(4r,4/C))
A cC,
= PWP | 2y (4r). — = lls | -
If we are looking for a full weak Poincaré inequality, we fix an s, and define r = (1/ 4)1&‘1 (s/2).
We may then apply PWP(r, 8(r), || - ||co) to obtain:
PWP(s, cB(r) /4.1l - llg)-

Since s is arbitrary, this concludes the proof. [
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Appendix A. Orlicz norms, entropy and centering

The proof of weak Poincaré inequalities starting from measure—capacity comparisons for an
Orlicz norm leads us to consider norms of functions recentered by their median. In fact, what
one obtains when applying these criteria is of the form:

Var, (f) < BOES) +sllf —myll3.

where m ¢ is a median for f. The aim of this section is to bound this term by more tractable
quantities (we will use an entropy and a moment).
More precisely we prove the following result:

Lemma 38. Let ¢ be the Young function x + x*log(1 + x2). There exists a C such that, for any
positive [ and any probability measure pu, the following holds:

1 =mply = € (Bntu(£) +3Eu().
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The proof is given in several steps, and borrows several arguments from [5]. First of all, we
get rid of the median and replace it by a mean value.

If=mpllp < IIf —mfllg +llf —mpllg
< If = nfllg + lf —mgl. (A.D)

Let us consider the last term.
wt=my = [ f@an=ms = [ =mpreau= [ =mp-au.

where the integrals are both positive. The absolute value of the left-hand side may then be
bounded above:

|uf —m | < max (/(f —mp)sdu, f(f —mf>_du).
Each of the arguments in the max can be controlled by Holder’s inequality.

/(f —myg)ydu = /(f —mp)lyom,du

If=mgl2llLfsm,l2

1

< —|f—m (since u(f >myg) < 1/2)
ﬁllf £l u(f f /

IA

1 V5
E?”f_mf”d’

IA

(cf. [5], Lemma 4.3).

Coming back to (A.1), we get:

5
If=mpllg <IIf —ppllg +1nf —myg| < ||f—Mf||¢+\/;||f—mf||¢-
Since\/g < 1, we may put it on the other side to get:

If=mpllg < Clf —ifllg (A2)

where C = (1 — \/é)_l is universal.
The next step is to bound the Orlicz norm by an entropy. Once again, we use a result from
Bobkov and Gotze [5]:

3
If = 1l < 5 sup Enty ((f +a)*).

aeR

Since we would like to deal only with the entropy of f2, we try to compare the entropies of
translated functions. Rothaus’ lemma tells us:

Ent, ((f +a)®) < Ent,(f?) + 2Var,(f),

where f is the centered function f — pf. The only thing left to do is to bound the entropy of the
square of this centered function. This is done in the following lemma.
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Lemma 39. Let f be a positive function, and f = f — uf. Then the following holds:
2 2 2
Ent, (f°) <Ent,(f*) + / fodu.

Proof. Both sides of the equation are homogeneous (of order two), so we may as well suppose
[ f2dp = 1. We rewrite the left-hand side.

Ent, (/%) = f P log(P)du — E (/) log(E ()
= f f*log(f3)du — Var, (f) log(Var,(f)).

The second term is easily dealt with. Indeed, since f f 21, Var,, f must be between 0 and 1.
Since x — |x log(x)| is bounded by 1/e on this interval, one can write:

72 72 r7) 1
Ent, (f%) =< | f7log(f)dp+ ~.
We decompose the integral into two parts, according to whether f is less than 1 or not.
F2 72 2 72 2 1
Ent, (/%) = | fTlog(fO)1 sdn+ | f7log(f)1 7 dp + -
[f1=1 [f1>1 e
< | FZlog(fH1,7_.,d +l
= g |fl>19H Py
since the first term is less than 0. Now, on the set where | f | exceeds one, f must be above its

mean: f is indeed positive, and since | f2du = 1, uf must be in [0, 1]. So | f — uf| may be
greater than 1 only when f itself is greater than 1. This shows that, on {| f | > 1},

l<f=f-uf=r

Since x — x log(x) increases on [1, 00), we have:
. - ~ 1
Bt (%) = [ Flog(7L 7y d +
Zlog(f)1 !
= | flog(f) |f>1‘d:u+ o
At this point, note that on { f > 1}, f2 log(fz) is positive, and since 1|f\>1 <1s.1,
72 2 2 1
Entu(f ) < Sflog(f )1f>ldﬂ + ;
2y 2 2 l
< Ent(f°) folog(f)lp<idp + ;
2 2
< Ent(f“) + —.
e

Since % < 1, the proof is complete. [
Gathering our results, we have shown that:

If —mslz < Cllf —psly (inequality (A.2))
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3C
- sup Ent((f + a)z) (Bobkov and Gétze’s lemma)

=<
aeR
3C ) ,
< N <Ent( f9) +2Var, (f )) (Rothaus’s lemma)
< 37C (Ent(fz) + 3EM(f2)) (Lemma 39).

The last line is precisely the result we claimed in Lemma 38.
Appendix B. A moment bound

In this appendix, we prove Lemma 10. The proof mainly follows the one in Miclo’s doctoral
dissertation, with a few changes to accomodate our hypotheses.

B.1. Outline of the proof

We need to introduce some notation.
For € > 0, we denote by L. the generator of the diffusion at a fixed temperature €:

€ 1
Le=-A—=-VVV..
A) 2

We will need a smooth version of a step function; we call it f and suppose that it satisfies:

0 ifx <0,

f(x) = {exp <— exp (%)) on [0, 1],

1 on|[2, o0l.
We recall the hypotheses on V:
e it goes to infinity at infinity,

e its gradient V'V is bounded, and
e its Laplacian AV is negative for large x.

Note that, since V is continuous, there must be an R such that AV is negative whenever
V(x) > R.

Finally, let g be an increasing function, going to zero at zero.

The idea of the proof is that, as time goes by, the value of V at X, has a typical scale, namely
g((r—l(t)), for a function g to be made precise later, so that when we try to estimate E(V? (X)), we
only have to take into account the small values of V.

More precisely, let pc(-) = f(g(e)V(-) — (R + 1)). This is a smooth approximation of

1, 2 We may bound the expectation of V7 (X;):
E[VP(X)] = EIV? p5 ) (X)] + E[VP (1 = ps (1)) (X0)]
R+3)P
gla@®)/)

To bound the first term, we use the explicit expression of the generator. Intuitively, we write, for
hy =V?P Po (1)

< E[V?psr)(X)] + ( (B.1)

d d
E(Pthl) = P Lypyh: + Py (ah) ,
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and integrate between two times ¢ and ¢’. To ensure that everything exists, we use the stopping
time T = inf{z, V(X;) > k}. We get:

tATy
Elh a1, (Xia1 )] = Elhy a1, (Xp AT )] +E |:/ ; ‘CG'(S) (hs)(Xs)dSi|
[N
tATx
+E [/ . o'(5)g' (0 () f (ga(s)V(Xs) — (R+ 1)) Vp+1(Xs)dS] . (B.2)
t' ATy

Since V is positive, f and g are increasing and o decreases, the whole last term is negative. We
try to estimate the second one, and study Lo ()5 (Xs).

Lemma 40. Let us define ¢ : x — x log2 (x). There exists an M and a time t' (which may depend
on p and on the initial law) such that:

Vvt >1t',Vx, Leu(h)(X;) <ex <_L>
= Lo E) = exp = o) )

We postpone the proof and finish the argument. The inequality dictates the choice of g: g =
In(1/-)~3 guarantees

o(t)g(o (1) = IO nn@)3’
In? (1/In()(InIn())?)  n® (In(r)(In In(2))?)
PODEO) = Sy @ ninm)
Indeed, the upper bound on the generator then becomes
Low(h)(Xp) < ex (—L)
o(r)(Ng)(Xy) = €Xp oo (gl ()

IA

3
exp (—Mln(t) X 2 (nln(®)) ) .

(In()(In In(1))3)

Since the ratio (InIn(¢))3/ (In?(In(z) InIn(1)*)) goes to infinity, it eventually exceeds 2/ M, so that
for ¢ big enough,

Loy (hi)(X1) < exp (=21n(1)) .
Going back to the bound on the expected value we were looking for, the two previous

arguments imply:

Elhin1 (Xint)] < Elhy a1y (Xp a1i0)] +/ exp (—21n(7)) .
¢

Everything was done in order to make the last integral finite. We can then let k go to infinity, and
since ¢’ is fixed, we get the existence of a constant M, (which depends on p and on the initial
law) such that:

E[h(X)] <= M.
Plugging this back into inequality (B.1) yields:
R+3\”
glo(t ))) ‘

E[VP(X)l <M+ <
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The expression of g shows that, for a new constant M:
E[V?(X,)] < M(o (1) In(t)(InIn(1))*)?,

and the result is proved.
B.2. An estimate on the generator

We now turn to the proof of Lemma 40. We have to bound L, (p V?)(x), and our first step
will be to give a more explicit expression for this quantity. We will need the derivatives of p¢ (x).
To simplify notations, we will write y = y(x,€) = g(e)V(x) — (R + 1).

pe(x) = f(gOVx) —(R+ D)= f(y),
Vpe(x) = g€) f' (MVV (x),
Ape(x) = g2 (MIVVE +g(e) f'(NAV.
The quantity we would like to estimate is
Le(peVP)(x) = peLeVP(x) + €(Vpe, VVP)(x) + VP Lepe(x)

We consider three cases, according to the value of V (x)g(€).
B.2.0.1. V is small: V(x)g(e) € [0, R 4 1]. On this interval, p. vanishes, so L¢(p¢) is zero.

B.2.0.2. V is large. Let A be a strictly positive real, to be fixed later on. We consider the case
where V(x)g(e) € [R + 1 4+ X, 00), which may be rewritten as: y € [A, 00). We develop the
expression of L¢(pV7P).

L(pVPY(x) = peLeVP(x) +eg(e) f/(y) x pVPTHVV]

V”lA —lv vV
+ S €A 2(pe, )] -

We compute the derivatives of p. and put together the terms involving |V V|2,

Le(peVP)(x) = peLe VP (x)

/ -1 1 2 1 1 1 2
+ <6g(6)f »MpVP— 4+ VP (568(6) - zg(e)f (y)>> IVV]

1 /
tsesE@f (Mvrav
=A+B+C.

Since V x g(€) > R, V > R. We already noted that R may be chosen so that, if V is bigger than
R, AV is less than zero, and this makes the third term C negative. The term B can be rewritten
as:

1 1
B = (eg(e)f%y)pv”—l + VP <§eg(6)2f”(y) - Eg(e)f/(y))) VV?
= VP p_e — l / l " 2
= VPg(e) (( % 2) F'0+ e f (y)) IVV[. (B.3)

We add another condition on f: it should be concave when y is near 2 (e.g. on [%, 2]). On
[A,3/2], f”/f is bounded — let M be a bound (A will be chosen so that other useful bounds
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hold on f on [0, A], cf. infra). This entails:

Vy=2x, () < Mf(y).
Coming back to B, we deduce:

pe  Meg(e) 1
(V + 2 2

B <

) FMgEVPIVV]2

The term between brackets is negative, uniformly in x as soon as € is small enough.
Finally, the first term A = L. V7 is also negative:

_ £ L p
A= 2A(V ) 2<VV, V(VF))

- % (p(p — VP2 vV + pvl’—‘AV) _ gvl’_l|VV|2

IA

P _
E|VV|2V1’ Z((p=De—-V).

Once more, the term between brackets is negative when € is small (because V > R). To conclude,
for any A, there exists an €p such that:

Ve < €, Vx, V(x)g(e) = R+ 14+ 1= Lc(pVP) <0.

B.2.0.3. V is of the order of R/g(€). Finally, let us treat the case where g(e)V(x) € [R+ 1, R+
1 + A]. Let us reuse the decomposition L¢(peV?) = A + B + C from the previous paragraph.
The same reasoning applies for A and C, and they are both negative, so it suffices to get a bound
on B. From (B.3):

pe 1

1
B= ((7 - 5) £+ Eeg(e)f”(y)) g VPIVV 2,

If we choose R sufficiently big and € small enough, the quantity between brackets in front of
f'(y) is less than (—1/4).

1 1
B < (-Zf/(y) + Eeg(e)f”(y)) gEVPIVV|Z,
Recall that f = exp(—1), where 7(y) = exp(1/y), for any y € (0, 1]. This implies:
1 1
B = (Zf’f + Eég(é)(—f”f + (r’)zf)) gEVPIVV|?
1 /1 / / 2 p 2
=557 fHeg@O@ ) f) ) g@VFIVVIT
Define h = %r/f + €g(e)t'? f. We study it by differentiating:
/ 1 " 1 2 [ 3
h, = ET - Et +2eg(e)T't" —€eg(e)T™ ) f.

The explicit expression of T ensures:

" 1 22
vy e[0,A] 0=<17(y) < i ).
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This A does not depend on €. This can be used to bound 4, from below:

/ 1 2 1 / 3 / 3
he(y) = (—Er ) + §€g(e)r ) —egle)T () )f(y)

> 1 1 / / 2
> (—5 - Eeg(e)r (y)) T ).

Let y;  be the solution of the equation: —1 — €g(€)7’(y) = 0. When € is small, y; ¢ will be
less than A, and the monotonicity of 7/ will give:

Yy < yie, hl(y)>0.

Similarly, A, can be bounded above:
1 1
he < <§r’2(y) - 570 - eg(E)fB(y)) £
3 1 / 2
=\-g~ egE T )T M7 fH).
Now, let y; ¢ be the root of —% — €g(€)T'(y) = 0. Once more, when ¢ is small, y; ¢ falls within

[0, A]. We deduce:

Vy € [y2e: A, he(y) <0.

‘We now know that & increases on [0, y; ], and decreases on [y2 ¢, A], so that its maximum must
be reached somewhere between these two points. More precisely, whenever € is less than some
€0, the following holds:

dye € V1,6, Y2, Vy € [0, A], he(y) < he(ye).

The bounds on ye, the fact that T decreases, and the equations defining yj ¢, y2.¢ allow us to
conclude:

1
Yy <A, he(y) < <§r/(ye) +6g(e)t’(ye)2) fe)

1
< <§r/<y2,e> + eg(e)r/(yl,e)z) FOe)

3 1
= <_16eg<e) * eg(e)) 02e)

1
ca(e) F(2e).

It remains to estimate f(y2.¢) = exp(—1(¥2.¢)). Since y2 ¢ is defined as a solution of an equation
involving t/, we would like to compare 7 and t’. The explicit expression for T easily implies:

In(I7’ () = In(y™%) +

therefore:

IT’' W

o) =Y 1T > ———.
e )
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Applying this for y = y; ¢, for which |t/(y)| = 3/(8¢g(¢€)), entails:
3

8eg(€) In*(8eg(€)/3)
3

~ Beg(e) In*(eg(e))

Turning back to f, and defining ¢ : x — x In?(x), and M = 3/8, we have:

T(yZ,e) =

M
J(2.e) = exp(—=7(y2e)) < exp (——) :
p(eg(e))

We now come back to the upper bound on B, and plug it into the last equation.

B<lx ! exp(— M >g(e)V”|VV|2.
27 egle) @(eg(e))

Since we suppose that V (x)g(¢€) belongs to [R+1, R+2], we may bound V? by (R+2)g(e)~P.
We also supposed that V'V is bounded, so that there exists an M’ such that:

M < M )
<——exp|l— ).
€gle)? p(eg(e))
Up to a slight change of the constant M in the exponential, we may neglect the pre-exponential
term and write:

B<M' <_L)
=7 TP T gegen )

This concludes the proof.
Appendix C. Regularity results and estimates on the process
C.1. An equivalent of the partition function

We recall here Laplace’s method, which enables us to study the asymptotic behaviour of the
partition function, i.e. the constant Z, = [ exp(—V /o )dx.

Theorem 41. Let V be a function from R? to R, satisfying Hypotheses 1 and 2 (V has a unique,
well behaved, global minimum, and V goes to infinity at infinity rapidly enough). Then Z, exists,
and the following holds:

(2710)“!/2
7 60 \/det HessV |

To prove this classical result, we cut the integral into two parts, the main one (near the origin)
and a remainder. Before we proceed, let us remark that, up to a change of coordinates, we may
as well suppose that Hess(V) is a diagonal matrix, and we have Taylor’s formula:

1
JOES D hixt+e) D 17
i i

where €(x) goes to zero at 0. We choose an r such that, on B = [—r, re, €(x) < %(inf)»,-).



116 P-A. Zitt / Stochastic Processes and their Applications 118 (2008) 76—119

Let us begin with the negligible part, outside of B. Since V goes to infinity, and 0 is the unique
global minimum, there exists an n > 0 such that V (x) > n outside B. We introduce an exp(—V')
in the integral (the growth hypothesis makes it integrable), and use this bound:

/ exp(—V/o)dx = / exp(—V)exp(—(1/o — 1)V (x))dx
x¢B x¢B

IA

/ exp(=V)dx exp (—(1/o — D))
x¢B

Zyexp(=(1/o = Dn).

Let us turn to the main term. We divide it by 0%/? (so that we only have to find a limit). We
change variables and use x = ¢ (y) defined by x; = y;/0/A;.

IA

a*dﬂ/ exp(—V/o)dxg ---dx,
B

1 Ai €(x
—o [ripe (<3 s e
i

i
=;/1 ex —12 -2+e(¢())zy—f2 d
N ¢s(y)eB €XP 3 Vi o (Y o Y.

The function inside the integral converges pointwise to exp(— Y. yl.z) when o goes to zero
(because ¢, (y) goes to zero for a fixed y). It is bounded from above by the integrable function

exp (—}‘ > y?) (because ¢, (y) € B), and we may apply Lebesgue’s dominated convergence:

2 dj2
O’_d/2/ exp(=V/o)dxy - --dx, — L
B 00 /A1 Ay

With the bound on the remainder, this gives the equivalent of Z.
C.2. Finiteness of the entropy and regularity

We begin by proving that the relative entropy I; is finite. To do this, we study directly the
explicit density, which we know thanks to a Girsanov transform. We follow a proof from [27],
with a few minor changes to deal with the non-homogeneity in time.

Recall that the process X is defined by the following SDE:

1
dX; = Vo (1)dB; — ZVV(X)dr.

If we define a new reference martingale M, = fot /o (s)dBs, we may define X as the solution to
the SDE:

1

Note that M; is just a Brownian motion under a (deterministic) change of time — if we define
() = fot o(s)ds, M, -1 o is a Brownian motion. To find the density of the law of X; with respect
to its equilibrium measure p;, we decompose it into three terms:
dL(X;) dC(X;) dLM; da
= X X —.
dpy dL(M;) da dp
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To compute the first term, we use the (trajectorial) density of X ,; with respect to M|g ], which
is given by Girsanov’s theorem:

1 1 [1|VV]?
exp <_5/VV(MS)dMS - 5/0 1 (Ms)d<M>s)

t
= exp (—%/VV(MS)dMS — %f |VV|2(Ms)o(s)ds>.
0

F

To get rid of the martingale term in the exponential, we apply It6’s formula to V and the
martingale M:

t 1 t
V(M) =V(x) +/ VV(My)dM; + Ef AV (Ms)d(M);.
0 0
The functional F may thus be rewritten:
1 1 71 1 2
F=exp|=Vx)— V(M) + —AV(Mg) — -|VV|*(Ms) |o(s)ds ) .
2 2 o \4 8

The three densities we are looking for are:
dL(X;)
dL(M;)
dE(Mz)

— o~ (M) = f(My) = E[F|F]

d/2 ( —)’)2
—— () =exp(—2v(y)) = Q)" ““exp| ————

27 (1)
_ 6))
d—m()’) = Zo () €Xp <_a(t) ) ,

where x is the starting point Xo. We take the product of these terms; the last two quantities may
be put into the conditional expectation, so that the density we are looking for (say G) may be
written as:

V(M;)
o(t)

Let us now define y : x — x log(x), and start to study /;. By definition, I, = f y(G(y)dus(y).
Since G is best expressed as a conditional expectation, we rewrite /;:

G(Mt) = Zg'(t)E |:F eXp( - ZUI(MI)) |f{t}i| .

I; =E [V(G(M[))dE(M)}
t

V(M,
=E |:)/(G(M,))— exp (—M + 2U,(M,)>i| . (C.1)
Za(l) o(1)

Since y is convex, we may apply Jensen’s conditional inequality to y (G (M;)), and develop y:

\%
v(G(M;)) < E |:)/ < ZeyF eXP( o Ur>> I]-'{,}]

Vv Vv
<E |:Z(,Fexp (m — 2v,> <10g Zo) +log F + m — 2v,> |.7-'{,}:| .
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Multiply both sides by (Z;(lt) exp(—V /o (t) + 2v;)), and take the expected value; the left-hand
side becomes I; (thanks to (C.1)), the conditioning disappears and we get:

V(M)
I; <E|F|logZst) +1og F + T —2v,(My) ) |.
o
Recall that F is a density, so that E[F] = 1, and we may take the constant Z, ) out of the
expectation. We add and substract (2/0 (¢)) log(F) inside the integral — this will help us get rid
of the term V (M;) /o (t):

o(t)
+E |:F (i log F + VM) _ 2v,(Mt)>j| .
o(t) o

Since x log x is bounded below, and we may suppose that 2/o () — 1 > 0, the second term is
bounded from above (for any finite time ¢). The same is true for the first term. The only thing to
check is that the last term is finite; let us call this term A. Since F is given by an exponential, A
is given by:

2
I, <log(Zs)) — <— — 1) E [Flog F]

t

A=E |:F (LV(x) + (2aV = IVV ) (M) (5)ds — 2v,(Mt)>] .
o(1) 4o (1) Jo

Let us consider the quantity between brackets. The first term is finite and does not depend on M;.

The integral is bounded above by something also independant of M; (indeed, 2AV — |VV|? is

uniformly bounded from above, because AV is negative outside a compact set). The only thing

left to check is that:

E[F(—2v;(M;))] < oo.
We have already seen the explicit value of v;:
Y]
exp (<20, () = Qre(e) 2 exp (— L)
27(t)
Taking logarithms, we see that:

(v —x)?

d
—20,(y) = — log(2mz (1)) — 0

d
< 3 log(2mt(2)).
Since this bound does not depend on y, E[—F x (2v;(M;))] is finite. This concludes the proof.

References

[11 J.  Alexopoulos, A  brief introduction to  n-functions and  Orlicz function  spaces.
http://www.personal.kent.edu/"jalexopo/Lectures.pdf 2004.

[2] F. Barthe, P. Cattiaux, C. Roberto, Interpolated inequalities between exponential and Gaussian, Orlicz
hypercontractivity and application to isoperimetry, Rev. Mat. Iberoamericana (ISSN: 0213-2230) 22 (3) (2006)
993-1067.

[3] E Barthe, P. Cattiaux, C. Roberto, Concentration for independent random variables with heavy tails, AMRX Appl.
Math. Res. Express (2) (2005) 39-60.


http://www.personal.kent.edu/~jalexopo/Lectures.pdf

[4]
[5]

[6]

[7]

[8]
[9]

[10]
(11]

(12]
[13]
[14]
[15]
[16]

[17]
[18]

[19]
[20]

[21]
[22]

[23]
[24]
[25]
[26]

[27]
(28]

P-A. Zitt / Stochastic Processes and their Applications 118 (2008) 76119 119

M. Bebendorf, A note on the Poincaré inequality for convex domains, Z. Anal. Thre Anwendungen 22 (2003)
751-756.

S.G. Bobkov, F. Gotze, Exponential integrability and transportation cost related to logarithmic Sobolev inequalities,
J. Funct. Anal. (163) (1999) 1-28.

P. Cattiaux, I. Gentil, A. Guillin, Weak logarithmic Sobolev inequalities and entropic convergence, Probab.
Theory Related Fields 2007, in press (doi:10.1007/s00440-007-0054-5), Preprint version available online:
http://hal.ccsd.cnrs.fr/ccsd-00013700.

R. Chen, Neumann eigenvalue estimate on a compact Riemannian manifold, Proc. Amer. Math. Soc. 108 (4) (1990)
961-970.

R. Chen, P. Li, On Poincaré type inequalities, Trans. Amer. Math. Soc. 349 (4) (1997) 1561-1585.

P. Del Moral, L. Miclo, On the convergence and applications of generalized simulated annealing, SIAM J. Control
Optim. 37 (4) (1999) 1222-1250. Electronic.

J. Dieudonné, Calcul Infinitésimal, Hermann, Paris, 1968.

L.C. Evans, Partial Differential Equations, in: Graduate Studies in Mathematics, vol 19, American Mathematical
Society, Providence, RI, 1998.

R.A. Holley, S. Kusuoka, D.W. Stroock, Asymptotics of the spectral gap with applications to the theory of simulated
annealing, J. Funct. Anal. 83 (2) (1989) 333-347.

R.A. Holley, D.W. Stroock, Simulated annealing via Sobolev inequalities, Comm. Math. Phys. 115 (4) (1988)
553-569.

C.-R. Hwang, Laplace’s method revisited: Weak convergence of probability measures, Ann. Probab. 8 (1980)
1177-1182.

C.-R. Hwang, T.-S. Chiang, S.-J. Sheu, Diffusion for global optimization in R”, SIAM J. Control Optim. 25 (1987)
737-753.

S. Jacquot, Comportement asymptotique de la seconde valeur propre des processus de Kolmogorov, J. Multivariate
Anal. 40 (2) (1992) 335-347.

S. Jacquot, Simulated annealing on Wiener space, Stoch. Stoch. Rep. 51 (3-4) (1994) 159-194.

S. Jacquot, Simulated annealing for stochastic semilinear equations on Hilbert spaces, Stochastic Process. Appl. 64
(1) (1996) 73-91.

S. Jacquot, G. Royer, Ergodicity of stochastic plates, Probab. Theory Related Fields 102 (1) (1995) 19-44.

M. Locatelli, Simulated annealing algorithms for continuous global optimization: Convergence conditions, J.
Optim. Theory Appl. 104 (2000) 121-133. URL: http://citeseer.csail.mit.edu/locatelli0Osimulated.html.

L. Miclo, Thése de doctorat, Ph.D. Thesis, Université Paris VI, 1991.

L. Miclo, Recuit simulé sur R”. Etude de I’évolution de I’énergie libre, Ann. Inst. H. Poincaré 28 (2) (1992)
235-266.

L. Miclo, Une étude des algorithmes de recuit simulé sous-admissibles, Ann. Fac. Sci. Toulouse Math. (6) 4 (4)
(1995) 819-877.

L.E. Payne, H.F. Weinberger, An optimal Poincaré inequality for convex domains, Arch. Ration. Mech. Anal. 5
(1960) 286-292.

M.M. Rao, Z.D. Ren, Theory of Orlicz Spaces, in: Monographs and Textbooks in Pure and Applied Mathematics,
vol. 146, Marcel Dekker Inc., New York, 1991.

G. Royer, A remark on simulated annealing of diffusion processes, SIAM J. Control Optim. 27 (6) (1989)
1403-1408.

G. Royer, Une initiation aux inégalités de Sobolev logarithmiques, Cours Spéc. (5) (1999).

M. Rockner, F.-Y. Wang, Weak Poincaré inequalities and L? convergence rates of Markov semigroups, J. Funct.
Anal. 185 (2001) 564-603.


http://dx.doi.org/http://dx.doi.org/doi:10.1007/s00440-007-0054-5
http://http://hal.ccsd.cnrs.fr/ccsd-00013700
http://citeseer.csail.mit.edu/locatelli00simulated.html

	Annealing diffusions in a potential function with a slow growth
	Introduction
	The convergence of the process (the main line of the proof)
	A differential inequality for the free energy
	Moment bounds and pseudo-entropy
	From the differential inequality to the convergence of the entropy
	Absence of convergence for fast cooling schedules
	Some remarks

	The one-dimensional case
	The weak inequality in any dimension
	The one-point weak inequality
	Building a path and straightening it out
	The measure--capacity inequality
	Conclusion

	A measure--capacity criterion for one-point weak Poincaré inequalities
	Definitions
	Measure--capacity inequalities for large sets and one-point inequalities
	Weak inequalities for different norms

	Acknowledgements
	Orlicz norms, entropy and centering
	A moment bound
	Outline of the proof
	An estimate on the generator

	Regularity results and estimates on the process
	An equivalent of the partition function
	Finiteness of the entropy and regularity

	References


