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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Extremely rare cause of obstructive jaundice: ®e
Non-neoplastic, noninfectious lymphadenitis

To the Editor, ampulla of vater. Obstructive cholangitis caused by
lymphadenopathy is relatively rare. Malignant lymphaden-
pathy, including metastatic lymphadenopathy or lym-
phoma, is more frequent than benign lymphadenopathy
[2,3]. Infectious lymphadenitis, such as tuberculosis or cat
scratch disease, is a rare cause of obutructive cholangitis
[4]. Here, we present a unique case with obstructive

The most common cause of biliary obstruction is chol-
edocholithiasis. Intrinsic narrowing of bile ducts by
inflammation, infection, and neoplasmic biliary disease are
also common [1]. Obstructive cholangitis is frequently the
first presentation of cholangiocarcinoma or pancreatic
cancer, especially if the tumor is in the pancreatic head and

Figure 1. Axial T2-weighted turbo spin-echo (2,000/100) MR images show (A,B). One well defined high signal intensity mass
(white arrow in A) above the pancreatic head (white arrow in B) with adjacent upstream common bile duct dilatation (white arrow-
head in A). Coronal T2-weighted turbo spin-echo (2,000/80) MR image shows (C). The well defined high signal intensity mass (white
arrow) compressed the adjacent common bile duct (arrow) with upstream biliary ducts dilatation (white arrowhead).
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cholangitis with jaundice caused by non-neoplasmic,
noninfectious lymphadenopathy.

A 20-year-old woman visited our out-patient department
with presentation of nausea, poor appetite and mild epi-
gastralgia occasionally for several months. A esophagogas-
troduodenal scopic examination was performed and the
result revealed duodenal ulcer with gastritis and reflux
esophagitis. Although symptoms and signs improved under
antiulcer management, elevated transaminase was found
at routine check up: aspartate aminotransferase, 172 IU/L
and alanine transaminase, 334 IU/L; bilirubin level,
2.23 mg/dL; cancer antigen 19-9, < 15 U/mL; a-fetopro-
tein, < 3.0 ng/mL; anti-hepatitis C virus, negative; and
hepatitis B virus surface antigen, negative.

Abdominal ultrasound revealed a pancreatic nodule with
compression dilatation of the common bile duct. Abdominal
magnetic resonance imaging (Fig. 1) further documented
the lesion near the pancreatic head with a dilatation of the
common bile duct and intrahepatic bile duct. Endoscopic
retrograde cholangiopancreatography demonstrated focal
bile duct narrowing, which was suspected to be due to
external compression.

After discussion with the patient and her family, lap-
arotomy was done for operation biopsy and removal of the
tumor. The frozen pathology in the operation did not find
any malignant cells, so partial removal of lymphadenop-
athy was performed. The final pathological report
demonstrated chronic lymphadenitis without malignancy,
signs of tuberculosis, virus, or other pathogen. After the
operation, the liver function returned to normal range
(aspartate aminotransferase, 20 IU/L; alanine trans-
aminase, 29 IU/L; and bilirubin, 0.7 mg/dL) at following
laboratory examination. Abdominal ultrasound had the
same bile duct dilatation, and the transaminases and
bilirubin were all within normal range during the following
14 years.

In conclusion, lymphadenopathy is an uncommon cause
for obstructive cholangitis with jaundice. Although there
are too few cases for prevalence and incidence to be
determined, malignancy was the most frequent etiology,
followed by infection. Other causes are extremely rare. In a
patient with obstructive cholangitis and jaundice, surgical

intervention is necessary for histology and for relief of
obstructive cholangitis.
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