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Abstract 

The modern information and communication technique made possible the big changes in education during the last years. A 
considerable number of new pieces of information makes higher demands on the level of education at the same time. And that is 
why new forms, methods and means are searched in the ways how to hand over as much information as possible. eLearning as a 
new form of education is used in the whole learning process in many secondary schools and universities in these days. It is used 
very often in combined forms of learning process: in the attendance process as so called blended learning, in a combination of 
eLearning and contact learning process. The eLearning form of teaching supposes good computer equipment with an access to 
the internet. Further education plays a very important role, because the lifelong education concerns the more numerous group of 
participants than the education of school children and young people does. Nevertheless the education of adults still remains on 
the periphery of educational policy in the Czech Republic in spite of the fact that the official conceptions of lifelong education  is 
generally acknowledged. 
© 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
Peer-review under responsibility of Academic World Education and Research Center. 
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1. Introduction 

The development of education became one of the main political priorities of the European Union during the last 
decades. The modern information and communication technique made possible the big changes in education during 
the last years. A considerable number of new pieces of information makes higher demands on the level of education 
at the same time. And that is why new forms, methods and means are searched in the ways how to hand over as 
much information as possible. 

Information society in its nature demands and supports operative permanent education which in its greater part 
does not have an organised form and is based on activity of an individual and his ability to find, understand and use 
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the new knowledge. The internet gives huge space just to this shape of education. We must realize that certain 
problems here are carried out by immense range and different quality of the text sought after.  

eLearning as a new form of education is used in the whole learning process in many secondary schools and 
universities in these days. It is used very often in combined forms of learning process: in the attendance process as 
so called blended learning, in a combination of eLearning and contact learning process.  

The eLearning form of teaching supposes good computer equipment with an access to the internet. 
The use of internet in a learning process is supported by arguments as follows: 
- The internet is an ideal storage of teaching materials available whenever and wherever. 
- The internet makes possible to join a teacher with distant students and to join students between each other. 
- It makes possible to create teams with the same learning interests, to create communication between then not 

depending on time and place. 
- It makes possible a continuous improvement of forms of teaching materials and ways of communication 

between the participants of learning process. 
On-line education makes also possible to carry out the teaching projects hardly feasible by other means.  

2. ICT in lifelong education and teaching foreign languages 

Further education plays a very important role, because the lifelong education concerns the more numerous group 
of participants than the education of school children and young people does. Nevertheless the education of adults 
still remains on the periphery of educational policy in the Czech Republic in spite of the fact that the official 
conceptions of lifelong education  is generally acknowledged. 

The contemporary speedy development of science and technique calls for some changes of methods of teaching 
and learning as well. The mastery of modern information technologies becomes the basis for further education. In 
the connection with the swift development of science and technique and with the growing quality of information the 
distance education extends more and more.  

Distance education is a form of controlled self-study where participants study independently on their own by 
means of multimedia presentation of the learning materials and the trainee trainer contact is mediated via technical 
communication means.  Among the basic advantages of the distance education belongs the fact that every 
participant can choose his or her time and place of study according to their personal need. Thanks to this fact the 
forms of distance education can be used also by those interested, who are not permitted to take part in common 
education courses on grounds of their temporary occupation or family reasons. 

But the foreign language teaching through e-learning often gains ground more slowly than the teaching of 
technical and natural science subjects. In the foreign language teaching it seems the most advantageous method  that 
of blended learning. It means the combination of the attendance education and the on-line one, because the role of a 
teacher is especially important in studying any foreign language. 

Surmounting the beginning embarrassment and distrust, we made a considerable number of on-line courses of 
German and English at the Faculty of Informatics and Management, University of  Hradec Kralove. We have used 
all the courses in attendance or in combined teaching process. The courses almost always meet with a good 
response. After the semester had been finished, an anonymous evaluation of courses was always carried out. 
Students appreciated the courses and considered learning with on-line support as satisfactory. In the same way they 
appreciated the content and extent of the courses. They highly regarded  free choice of time and place of study given 
by the on-line courses. They are not bound to a fix lesson, at the same time they still have the possibility of 
communication and consulting the teacher during the regular learning process. We constantly complete the current 
materials from the foreign web pages. We have prepared the language on-line courses for beginners or advanced 
students of German and English. We can offer the courses of ordinary, business, and banking languages. On the 
basis of our praxis we consider the form of combined education as a very suitable one and we count on its further 
extension to other fields. 

Today we prepare new on-line courses of German language for further education. These courses should help with 
education of civil officers and towards getting international certificate.  
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Figure 2. Lesson example 
 

 

 
Figure 3. Test example 
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3. Conclusion  

Our existing experience so far has proved that on-line courses are an excellent motivating tool supporting the 
educational process also in foreign languages. We consider the combined way of teaching as suitable and plan 
development in other areas as well. We also plan to enhance the existing courses by new technical means. 

eLearning will probably never entirely replace the face-to-face form of education, especially in areas, where a 
personal contact between teacher and student is essential. In spite of this fact it became a very important part of 
education process. There are particularly various ways of using eLearning in the scope of further education. 
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