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Abstract

In this paper we establish a stability result and an error estimate of weak solutions for the initial-boundary
value problem of a generalized thin film equation and also obtain some higher regularity results for weak
solutions.
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1. Introduction

Suppose that £2 is a bounded open domain of RY with smooth boundary 3£2. Let p be a
positive number with p > 1. Assume ¢ > 1 and let ¢’ be its conjugate Holder exponent which
satisfies 1/¢g +1/¢' = 1.
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In this paper we consider the following fourth-order parabolic initial-boundary value problem

u, +div(|VAu[P~2VAu) =0, in Q,
u=0, Au=0, on I, (1.1)
u(x,0) =up(x), on £2,

where the cylinder Q = §2 x (0, T'), the lateral surface I = 952 x (0, T). In particular, we may
take T = oo.

The fourth-order parabolic partial differential equations have drawn great interest of the peo-
ple in the fields such as materials science, engineering, biological mathematics, image analysis,
etc. For the background of problem (1.1), we refer to [1-3,7,8,10,12] for details. The thin film
equation

hy +div(h"V AR) =0

models thin viscous flows on solid surfaces. When N = 1, Eq. (1.1) is a generalized thin film

equation in [7], which has been extensively studied recently. For example, Bernoff and Witelski

in [1] investigated the stability of compactly-supported source-type self-similar solutions.
When p =2, Eq. (1.1) is known as a modified version of the Cahn—Hilliard equation (see [2])

u; + diV|:M(u)V<KAu — %>i| =0,
ou

which originally describes the evolution of a conserved concentration field during phase separa-
tion. The Cahn—Hilliard equation has become a pillar of materials science and engineering. The
Cahn-Hilliard equation is also used to improve the sharpness of vague images in image analysis.
Myers in [11] used a general thin film equation

u; + diV(f(u)VAu) =0

to model the surface tension dominated motion of thin viscous film and spreading droplets.

Liu [9] studied the finite speed of propagation of perturbations and regularity of weak solu-
tions for problem (1.1) in one space dimension with p > 2. In [12] we established the global
existence and uniqueness of weak solutions for problem (1.1) and obtained some higher regular-
ity with respect to the spatial variable for weak solutions of problem (1.1).

In this paper we will establish the stability and regularity of problem (1.1) by proving a sta-
bility theorem, an error estimate, and a higher regularity result with respect to the time variable
for weak solutions of problem (1.1). In the following sections C will represent a generic constant
that may change from line to line even if in the same inequality.

2. Main results

In this paper we assume that
uo € H} (2). 2.1

For the convenience of the readers, let us first recall the definition of weak solutions for problem
(1.1) and the main results in [12].

Definition 2.1. A function « : £2 x [0, T] — R is a weak solution of problem (1.1) if the following
conditions are satisfied:
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(1) u € C([0, TT; L2(2)) N L®(0, T; HL(2)) N LP(0, T; Wy’ (2) N W2P(2)) with Au €
LP(0,T; Wy (2));
(2) Forany ¢ € C'(Q)NLP(0, T; Wol'p(.Q)) with (-, T) = 0, we have

—/MO(X)(D(X,O)CIX—//[wpt+|VAu|p_2VAu~V(p]dxdr=O. 2.2)
2

Theorem 2.2. (See [12, Theorem 2.4].) Under the assumption (2.1), the initial-boundary value
problem (1.1) admits a unique weak solution.

Remark 2.3. Since T is arbitrary, we obtain a unique global weak solution u € C ([0, 00); LZ(Q))
N L%®(0, 00; HL (2)) N LP(0, 00; Wy P (2) N W2P(2)) with Au € LP(0, 00; Wy P (2)) for
problem (1.1). By choosing a test function Au in Definition 2.1 (indeed we may use the Steklov
averages

t+h

[Ip(x, 1) = % / v(x,7)dt
t

of the function v(x, ) to replace the corresponding function, and then pass to the limits z — 0),
we obtain an energy type equality

/|Vu(t)| dx+//|VAu|dedr_ /|Vu0| dx, fort>0. (2.3)
02
Furthermore, we conclude from (2.1) and (2.3) that

2/p
”u”LOO(O T; H ) X ”MO”H (2)’ ”AMHLP(() T: W] P2y S C””OHH L(2) 2.4)

Now we state our main results as follows.
The first theorem is about the stability of the problem.

Theorem 2.4. Let u be a weak solution of problem (1.1).

(1) If max{l, N T 4} p < 2, then there exist two positive numbers C and Ty with

2—
< Clluol e,
such that
u(x,t)=0, forxef2,t>Ty. 2.5)

(2) If p =2, then there exists a positive constant C such that
lu| i@ < e—Cf||u0||H01 @) Jort>0. (2.6)

) If p > 2, then there exists a positive constant C such that

”u(t)HH 1oy < [Cr + lluol] fort > 0. (2.7)

1
HI(Q)] =r )
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Therefore, when p > max{l, 3777}, we have
tlggonu(z) ||H0.(9) =0. (2.8)
The second theorem is an error estimate.

Theorem 2.5. Let the functions u and v be respectively weak solutions of problem (1.1) corre-
sponding to the initial data ug and vy. Then we have

llw — UHLOO((),T;HOI (£2)) < lup — UOHHOI(_Q) (2.9
and
e =Vl Ly o, 7 wir @ynwan iy T 1A% = AVl o 1wl gy,
2
Clluo = vollyf - forp =2,
< 0 ) (2.10)
P

C(””OHHOI(_Q) + ”vO”H(}(_Q)) llup — U0||H01(_Q)» forl<p<2,

where C depends only on p, N and §2.

The third theorem is about the higher regularity of the weak solution with respect to the time
variable.

Theorem 2.6. Let the function u be a weak solution of problem (1.1) with the initial data ug. In
addition, if ug satisfies

VAug e (LP ()", 2.11)
then we have

DVue (LXQ)Y,  VAue(L®(0,T; L72)))", (2.12)

where D; = %.

3. Proof of Theorem 2.4

Before proving Theorem 2.4, we first prove a lemma which claims the W2'7-norm of a func-
tion in W7 N WOl P can be controlled by the L”-norm of its Laplacian.

Lemma 3.1. Suppose that p > 1. Then there exists a positive constant C depending only on
p, N, 2 such that, for every v e W2P(2) N WP (),

lvllwar @) < CllAVIILP(2)- (3.1
Proof. It follows from the standard W2 ?-estimate that there exists a positive constant C such
that

Ivllwar ) < C(I1AVILr @) + IV]Lr(@2))- (3.2)
(See [6, Chapter 2] or [4, Chapter 3].)
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In order to prove (3.1), we only need to show that
lvllwire) < CllAVIILr (). (3.3)
If (3.3) is violated, then there exists a sequence {v,};° | C wW2r(2)N W "P(£2) such that

lvnllwie @)y > nll AvallLr(2)- 34

Without loss of generality, we assume that

||Un||W1,p(_Q) =1. 3.5)
Then it follows from (3.2) and (3.4) that
1
||Un||w2,p(_o) <C, lAvy, ||LI’(Q) ;

We draw a subsequence (we still denote it by {v,}7° ;) and a function v € W2P(£2)N Wl P (£2)
such that

vy, = v weakly in W2P(Q),
which implies that

v, = v strongly in Wol’p(Q).
Therefore, we deduce from (3.5) that

lvllwir) = 1. (3.6)
On the other hand, by the weak convergence of D?v,, we know that

Av]Lr(2) < lilrgicgf”Avn”Ll’(Q) =0,

which implies that Av = 0. As we know that v € Wol’p(.Q), we conclude that v =0 a.e. in £2.
This is a contradiction to (3.6). Thus (3.3) holds and then (3.1) is true. O

Proof of Theorem 2.4. It follows from (2.3) that ||Vu(t)||L2(Q)

with respect to ¢. Therefore, its derivative with respect to ¢ exists almost everywhere on (0, 00).
After differentiating (2.3) with respect to ¢, we have

is a non-increasing function

1%/|Vu(x,t)|2dx+/|VA”(XJ)|pdx:0’ ae. 1€ (0,00).

Denote v = Vu. It follows that

1d
5E/|v(x,t)|2alx+/|Av(x,t)|ljdx=o, a.e.t € (0,00). (3.7)
2

Recalling Au € L?(0, oo; W(}’p(.Q)), we obtain Au € LP(0, 0o; LP” (£2)), where p* is the
Sobolev embedding exponent with respect to p. By Lemma 3.1 we have

”u”WZp o) C”A””Lp )X C”VA””LI’(Q)
Using Sobolev embedding theorem, we have

vl L2(2) < Cllvlipr () < CliVullyi o) < CllAvIILr(2)
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for p > max{1, ;—_’L}, where p** is the Sobolev embedding exponent with respect to p*.

Therefore we obtain from (3.7) that
P
d 2 2 2
o f|v(x,t)| dx + C</|v(x, ] dx> <0, ae.fe(0,00).
Q 2

Denote

G(t):/|v(x,t)|2dx.
2

Then we get from (3.8) that
G'(t) +CGZ(t) <0, ae.te(0,00).

Case I: max{1, N+4} p<2.
Denote

To = sup{r € (0, 00) | G(r) > 0}.
Then it follows from (3.9) that
[Gl"] +C<0, ae.re(0,Tp).
Integrating (3.10) over (0, t) with ¢ € (0, Tp), we have
[6n]'"2 <[6m]' % —cr,
as long as the right-hand side is nonnegative. Therefore, we conclude that

< Cluol it

and
G@)=0, t=>Typ,

which implies that

/u dx < /|Vu| dx=0, t>=Tp.

That is,
ulx,t)=0, forxe$2, t>Tp.

CaseIl: p =2.
It follows from (3.9) that

G't)+CG(@) <0, ae.te(0,00).
This implies that
[G1e] <0, ae.te(0,00).
Integrating the above inequality over (0, ¢) with ¢ € [0, c0), we have

G(t) <e “'G(0),

(3.8)

(3.9)

(3.10)
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which implies that
”u(t)”H(}(m < e—C’||u0||H01(_Q), fort > 0.
Case III: p > 2.
It follows from (3.9) that
2—
[G‘"] +TC>O ae. € (0,00). (3.11)
Integrating (3.11) over (0, ¢) with ¢ € [0, 00), we have

(6]t >cr+ 0] ",
which implies that

1
V@] 120, < [Ct+IVuol?37, |77, fort>0.

L2(£2)

Therefore, we obtain

1

-P fort > 0.

””(t)“H ) S <[Cr+ ||'40||H (_Q)] ’

Thus we complete the proof of the theorem. O
4. Proof of Theorem 2.5
Now, we begin to prove Theorem 2.5.

Proof of Theorem 2.5. We choose A(u — v) as a test function for problem (1.1) corresponding
to the data ug and vg respectively (see Remark 2.3), subtract the equations, and obtain

1 2
2 |Vu — Vu|=(t)dx

+//[|VAM|P*ZVAM — |VAVP"2VAV] - (VAu — VAv) dx dt
02

1
=§/|Vu0—Vvo|2dx. 4.1)

It is obvious that (4.1) implies (2.9). Now we will divide the proof into two cases.
Casel: p > 2.
Recalling an elementary inequality

& —nl? <C(IEIP72E — 9P ~n) - (¢ —n), for&,neRY,
we obtain from (4.1) that

IV AU = VA7) < Cllug —

2
Q) = UOHH(} Q)"

Noting that u#, v = 0 on the boundary 952, we conclude that

llu =]l < Clluo —

2
v 9
LPO,T; WP (2)NW2 P (2)) O”HO‘ )

which implies that (2.10) is true in this case.
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Casell: 1 < p <2.
It follows from (2.4) that
2/p 2/p
IVAullLrgy < C||M0||H0|(Q), IVAv|Lrg) < C||UO||H0|(_Q)~ 4.2)

Using an elementary inequality

p=2
(EP+1n?) T 1& —nl* < C(IEIP26 — nIP~2n) - (¢ — ), for&,neRY,
we obtain from (4.1) and (4.2) that

t
/f IVAu — VAv|P dxdz
02

t n
ve-n [ |VAu—VAv? 1%
= (IVAul+|VAv|) 72 dxdt
02

(IVAu| +|VAv)*~P

t 2-p t )4
» : IVAu — VAv|? :
< (IVAu| + |VAv|)"dxdt dxdr
(IVAu| + |VAv|)2-r
02 02

-p

2
< C(””O”H(%(_Q) + ”00”1-[({(9))

(SIS

t
x |://(|VAM|1’2VAM — |VAV|PT2VAV) - (VAu — VAv) dx dr:|
02

Making use of (4.1), we conclude that (2.10) is true in this case by the same method.
Therefore we complete the proof of the theorem. O

Indeed, we can obtain an error estimate for the following general problem

Uy +div(|VAu|P_2VAu) = f—divg, in Q,
u=0, Au=0, on I, (4.3)
u(x,0) =up(x), on £2,

where the data (ug, f, g) satisfy
we HY(R),  feLl”(0,T;L%V(@), ge(L”@)". 4.4)

Remark 4.1. For problem (4.3), we can obtain a similar error estimate. Specifically, if the
functions u and v, respectively, are weak solutions of problem (4.3) corresponding to the data

(uo, f, g) and (vo, f, g), then we have

(1) For p >2,
71 P'/2
”M - v”L”o(O,T;H& (£2)) < ”u0 - UO”[-[O'(_Q) + C”f - f”LP/(O,T;L(I’*),(.Q))
~up'/2
+Cllg = &l{, o (45)

and
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e =l oo, 7 wir @ynwany T 1A% = AVl o 1wl (@),
2/ r % 11
— P _ pP— _anr-
<o = vollyh )+ CUF = FI7 00 ey + C18 =810 g0 46)
2)Forl1l <p<?2,
flu — v||L°°(0,T;H01(Q)) < lup — UOHH(;(_Q)
N1/2 7 1/2 = 1/2
+CA+D (1 = 0 o ooy T 18 = &l ) 4.7
and
e =2l o 7wl e @ynw2 iy T 1A% = AV, 6 7owir o))
~2p
S CA+A) 2 luo = voll ) (@)
~ 3P znl1/2 ~1/2
+CA+ N2 (I = F o nomr @y T 18 =& o) 4.8)
where
_ 2/p 1/(p—1) 1/(p—1)
A= ol o) + CUANG 2 Loy + CIE N e
T— 2/p F1/(p—=1) = 1/(p—1
A= ”UO”H()I (£2) + C”f”Lp,(O,T;L(p*)/(Q)) + C”g”(L”/(Q))N

Here C depends only on p, N and £2.

Remark 4.2. The existence and uniqueness of weak solutions of problem (4.3) under (4.4) is
presented in Theorem 2.4 in [12]. The uniqueness is a direct consequence of Remark 4.1. It
follows from Remark 4.1 that the weak solution is small if the given data are small. This is
a stability result, too. The proof of Remark 4.1 is the same as that of Theorem 2.5. Since the
procedure is long and tedious, we omit the standard proof.

5. Proof of Theorem 2.6

In this section a general result (Theorem 5.1) for problem (4.3) will be proved. Theorem 2.6
for problem (1.1) is only a particular case.
For g, r > 1, denote

W (0, T5 L9(82)) = {v(x, 1) [v e L™(0, T; L9(82)), Dyv e L™ (0, T; L9(52)) }
(see [5, Chapter 5]). From Sobolev embedding theorem, we know that
W (0, T5 L9(82)) = L™®(0, T; LY(£2)). (5.1
The general result is the following:

Theorem 5.1. Let the function u be a weak solution of problem (4.3) under (4.4) corresponding
to the data (ug, f, g).

(1) If (uo, f, g) also satisfy
VAug e (L))",  V(f—dive) e (LX(@)",
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then we have

DVue (LX), Vaue (L*(0,T; L7@))"
Moreover, we obtain

”DIVM||§2(Q) + ”VAM ”ioc((),T;Ll’(.Q))

p . 2
< CIVAUQl7 o)+ CVf =dive)| g
2) If (o, f, g) also satisfy

Vauge (LP@)Y,  fewh?(0,1; L7V (),

ge(Wh (0,7, L7 (2)))"
then we have

DVue (LX), Vaue(L*(0,T; L7 @))"
Moreover, we obtain

||DtVM||Lz(Q) +[IVAu ”LOO(O TLP(2) X C”VAMOHLD(_Q) + C”VMO”LZ(_Q)

+CIfIP) +Cligl”,

WP 0,7;L%™ (2)) (WL, T;LP (@))N”

Proof of Theorem 5.1. (1) Denote

f=f—dvg.

Choosing D; Au as a test function (see Remark 2.3) for problem (4.3), we have

//|D,Vu| dxdt + — /|VAu|p(x t)dx

02
/|VAuo|pdx—//fD,Audxdt

0 £

_‘ //Vf D;Vudxdt

02
t

1
Z//|D,Vu| dxdr—l—//|Vf| dxdr,

Since

t
/fD,Audxdt
2

we obtain (5.3).

(5.2)

(5.3)

5.4)

(5.5)

(5.6)

(5.7)
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(2) We choose the same test function D; Au as (1) to obtain

t

1
//|D,Vu|2dxdr+—/|VAu|P(x,t)dx
p
2

02
| t
:—/|VAuo|pdx—//[fD,Au—{—g-D,VAu]dxdr. (5.8)
p
2 02

We first estimate the last term on the right-hand side. For the first term involving f, we have

t t
//fD,Audxdr =‘/fAu(x,t)dx—/f(O)Auodx—ffD,fAudxdr
E?; Q Q 082

t
// D;fAudxdrt
0 £

=L+ L+ 1 (5.9)

+

< ‘/fAu(x,t)dx + ‘/f(O)Auodx
2 2

Using Holder’s, Sobolev’s and Young’s inequalities, we estimate /7 to have

L 1
* p* *y/ »*)
I < </|Au(x,t)|p dx)’ </|f|(” ) dx) ’
2

2

1 1
< C<[|VAu(x, r)|de)p (/ 1" dx) "

2 2

< 6/|VAu(x, D" dx + C(e)||f(z)||§'(,,*),(9),
2

where a small positive number € is to be determined later. Using Holder’s, Young’s and Sobolev’s
inequalities, we estimate I, to get

L <1 Auoll} o) + [ £ O] o)

< CIVAull ) + [ £0) ”i/w“/(rz)'

Similarly, we estimate I3 to obtain

t
L < C//|VAu(x,z)|pdx+C||D,f||’L’p,(0 L™ (2))
0 2

2 P 4
< CIIVMOIILz(Q) + CIIfIILp,(O’T;L(p*)/(Q)) + Cllgll(Lp/(Q))N

p/
+ CllDtf”Lp,(O,T;L(p*)/(.Q))’

where we use the energy type estimate in [12]. Thus, plugging the above three inequalities into
(5.9), we have
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t

// fD;Audxdt <6/|VAu(x,t)|pdx+C||Vu0||iz(9)
0 £ 2

p P i
+ ClIVAuoly o)+ C||f||Wl‘p/(O)T;L(,,*)/(Q)) + C”g”(WLP’(O,T;LI’/(Q)))N' (5.10)

For the second term involving g on the right-hand side in (5.8), we have

1
//g-D,VAudxdr
0 £

1
= /g'VAu(x,t)dx—/g(O)-VAuodx—//Dtg-VAudxdr
Q 0 2

2
< e/|VAu(x, D]’ dx + CIVAuol] ) + CllVuolya
2
+CIfIY +Cligll” .11

WL (0,T; L") (2)) (WP (0,T;LP (2)))V°

By (5.8), (5.10) and (5.11), we obtain the desired result (5.6).
Thus, we complete the proof of Theorem 5.1. O
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