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Pharmaceuticals and personal care products (PPCPs) are emerging environmental contaminants, whose
potential risk for the ecological environment has caused wide attention in recent years. In China, quite a
large amount of PPCPs were annually emitted into the environment. Their existence in different matrix
has been reported frequently, including river water, sediment and soil. However, the contribution from
different sources was seldom reported and still unclear in China. Wastewater treatment plant (WWTP)
was usually considered to be the main source to the urban river, but livestock and aquaculture farms
were also reported as significant pollution sources of PPCPs due to poor environmental management in
China. This study summarized environmental discharges of different PPCPs from various sources and
obtained the discharge data through different environment media in Beijing, the statistical source of
PPCPs was analyzed in detail. The sources comprised WWTPs, excess sludge, hospital wastewater,
municipal untreated wastewater, aquaculture wastewater and landfill leachate. This article helps un-
derstand the general situation and the potential risk of PPCPs in Beijing.
Copyright © 2016, KeAi Communications Co., Ltd. Production and hosting by Elsevier B.V. on behalf of
KeAi Communications Co., Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license (http://

creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
1. Introduction

Pharmaceuticals and personal care products (PPCPs) are used to
treat or prevent human and animal disease and improve the quality
of daily life [1,2]. Human-use PPCPs are mainly emitted into
WWTPs and finally enter the surface water, as the effluent is used
for irrigation and sludge is applied in agriculture as fertilizer [3,4].
Veterinary pharmaceuticals tend to be released to aquaculture
directly and after usage in livestock, it may indirectly pollute
groundwater during the land application of manure and slurry in
livestock [5]. PPCPs may also be released to the aquatic environ-
ment from manufacturing sites.
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China produces and consumes a large amount of PPCPs every
year and a substantial amount of work has been done by the sci-
entists as it has been reported frequently in different media with
significant concentration and potential effect on human and envi-
ronment [2,6e9]. They may also cause persistent contamination
due to continuous discharge [4,10].

As emerging contaminants, PPCPs has currently become one of
hotspots in environmental research [11e14]. However, the contri-
bution, transport and fate of PPCPs in different environmental
media and sources is unclear, which leads to an absence of
comprehensive information to grasp the overall pollution situation
[8,15e17]. Previous studies indicated thatWWTPwas the dominant
PPCPs source to aquatic environment [18e21]. But other sources
may contribute more in some cases [22]. Usually, the effluents from
wastewater enhance the levels of pollutants, but it was shown in a
research that the surface water concentration was significantly
diluted by WWTPs effluent [23], the high concentration suggested
there may be other point or non-point PPCPs sources existed.
lsevier B.V. on behalf of KeAi Communications Co., Ltd. This is an open access article
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As the Chinese political and culture communication center,
Beijing has developed rapidly in recent decades. With the increase
of population and urbanization under speedy economic growth,
many public problems such as ‘City disease’ as well as environ-
mental pollution in megacity was prevalent [24]. The municipal
utilities and public service facilities constructed previously could
not meet the cities' requirement yet. The drainage pipeline system
was mainly built in eighties and ninties of the 20th century, which
does not cover the municipal network completely [25,26].
Currently, the water treatment capacity is 1.37 billion tons, far less
than the total wastewater volume discharged in Beijing, which
implies quite a proportion of untreated wastewater. It was re-
ported, seven discharge outlets along the Liangshui River dis-
charged 60,000 tons of untreated wastewater per day into the river
(http://green.sohu.com/20130822/n384773793.shtml). The pollu-
tion was frequently reported, as high concentration in surface
water and sewage was significantly related with livestock where
PPCPs was polluted seriously (from ng/L to ug/L) [9,18,27]. Caffeine
concentration in Beijing surface water was up to 4200 ng/L and the
popular bug repellent DEET (N,N-Diethyl-3-methyl benzoyl amide)
was 546 ng/L in summer [28,29].

For the issue above, we identified key PPCPs sources and sur-
veyed their pollution status and contribution through literature
research and statistical analysis. The sources include influent,
effluent and sludge in WWTPs, untreated municipal wastewater,
hospital wastewater, aquaculture wastewater, livestock excretion
(dung and urine) and leachate in municipal landfill. The article
established a comprehensive PPCPs' discharge inventory from
multiple pollution sources and provided a scientific basis for
environmental management of such PPCPs in Beijing.
2. Materials and methods

The investigation method of PPCPs contamination is shown in
Fig. 1. The research launched the investigation through official
statistics from official website database and statistics in literature.
Original statistics mainly comprise PPCPs concentration data in
different sources, parameter statistics include discharge coefficient
and emission quantity from all the sources.

Recently, researchers mainly focused on the PPCPs contamina-
tion related to wastewater in WWTPs. PPCPs discharge was clas-
sified into two categories: liquid sewage poured into aquatic
environment including resident sewage, factory wastewater, hos-
pital wastewater and aquaculture wastewater; and solid waste
dumped on soil, and then leached into groundwater or washed into
surface water via surface water runoff, comprising sludge from
WWTPs, excretion from livestock and waste solid from landfill. We
assumed the influent concentration of PPCPs in WWTPs as the
concentration in urban raw untreated wastewater [30,31]. In the
investigation, we adopted the PPCPs concentration in influent and
effluent, excess sludge, hospital wastewater and livestock
Fig. 1. Investigation method of discharge loads of PPCPs in Beijing.
wastewater as the local pollution data in Beijing, while concen-
tration in aquaculture wastewater, landfill leachate and livestock
excretion was estimated by the average concentration data at na-
tional level due to lack of local data. Meanwhile, we summed up the
sample numbers of inflow and outflow and PPCPs concentration in
hospital wastewater in the supporting information. Here, the PPCPs
discharge from drug industries was not included due to the poor
related data reported. The PPCPs pollution load in untreated
wastewater was obtained via concentration of PPCPs in inflow to
WWTPs. The volume of wastewater was acquired from the Beijing
Statistical Yearbook[31]. In the estimate process, if the concentra-
tion data was given in scope in literature, we calculated the sta-
tistics with the mean in the estimation, we calculated using ‘ 1=2
LOQ (limit of quantitation)’, or ‘ 1=2 LOD (limit of detection)’ if the
concentration was ‘ND’. The statistics was listed in Tables S1,S3,S4.
The calculation method was shown in Table S2.

On the whole, we have searched articles involving 119 PPCPs
substances. The dominant group was antibiotics, followed by psy-
chiatric drugs, anti-inflammatory drugs and personal care prod-
ucts. Some official statistics was calculated from China Statistics
Yearbook 2013 [32], China Animal Husbandry Yearbook 2013 [33],
The Chinese Fishery Yearbook 2013 [34], Chinese Medicine Statis-
tical Yearbook 2011 [7] etc. Other statistics were sought through
literature retrieval tools including Web of Science, Elsevier,
Springer and Google, China National Knowledge Infrastructure
(CNKI) and Wan Fang DATA etc.

Gap of discharge data related to all the pollution media was the
main source of the uncertainty of the research. Besides, the
detection method for different substances in different media as
well as the difference of statistics method provided in the internet
or reports also lead to the uncertainty. In the data processing, we
had try our best to obtain a comprehensive information and reduce
the miss distance between the statistics status and the actual
status.

3. Results and discussion

3.1. The sources of PPCPs

The statistics results are involving 119 PPCPs pertaining to 11
categories (Table S1) in various pollution sources. The reported data
related to hospital wastewater mainly focused on psychiatric drugs.
Its emission quantity was classified into municipal wastewater,
along with factory sewage [35]. For livestock and aquaculture
farms, the statistics were mainly antibiotics [5,36,37]. Statistics
concerning WWTPs comprised all kind of PPCPs categories
[38e41].

3.1.1. Municipal wastewater
Generally, municipal wastewater treatment facilities collected

the water via municipal pipeline from residential area, hospitals
and manufacturers, when public utilities were complete [17]. In
WWTPs, the municipal wastewater was processed mainly in some
methods such as activated sludge method connected with oxida-
tion ditch, biological membrane technology. In Beijing, more than
70% of sewage was treated by activated sludge method [42].
Traditional sewage treatment process including activated sludge
method, oxidation ditch (OD) and biological membrane (BMR)
method showed high efficiency in removing macromolecular par-
ticles in sewage, such as inorganic particles and macromolecular
organic matters [1,28,43]. However, removal efficiency of PPCPs
was low due to their special physicochemical characteristics of
PPCPs (molecular conformation, Kow (octanol-water partition co-
efficient)) andWWTPs' operation condition (BOD, HRT, SRT, pH and
temperature etc.) [2,44]. Actually, adsorption and biodegradation
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are dominant processes in WWTPs where the molecules tend to
transfer between differentmatrix and structures, but are difficult to
be mineralized completely [9,45].

The PPCPs' discharge quantity fromWWTPswas shown in Fig. 2.
On the whole, seventy-three substances comprised of sixty-five
drugs and eight personal care products were studied. Drugs mainly
comprise antibiotics, anti-inflammatories pharmaceuticals, anti-
hyperlipidemias pharmaceuticals, anti-hypertension pharmaceu-
ticals and psychiatric pharmaceuticals etc. The antibiotic categories
contain quinolones, sulfanilamides, macrolides and tetracyclines.
For sulfathiazole, sulfamethoxazole and sulfanilamide had large
discharge quantities (381.89 kg, 352.89 kg and 277.96 kg respec-
tively), and sulfamethoxazole's consumption (1331.85tons) was the
highest in sulfonamide category during 2011 [7]. As a new gener-
ation macrolide antibiotic, erythromycin was frequently used in
upper respiratory tract bacterial disease treatment and the
discharge amount (196.05 kg) was the most. The high discharge
quantity of erythromycin was mainly due to its large consumption
and low Kd coefficient [46]. For tetracycline category, oxytetracy-
cline had large quantity both in discharge (174.65 kg) and con-
sumption (5193tons in 2011). Roman et al. found that most
tetracycline molecules were excreted out of body after reacting
with target organs, the excretion ratio was up to 90% [47]. It was
reported that tetracycline tend to be wiped out soon after
Fig. 2. Annual discharge loads of PPCPs from WWTPs in Beijing (unit: kg/yr).
combined with cation and anion through their local electric charge
under suitable pH [48,49]. For central nervous system drugs, sul-
piride and carbamazepine had large emission quantity. Carba-
mazepine was efficient in epilepsy and schizophrenia treatment
and was also frequently detected in environment [50]. A study on
the fate of 22 central nervous system drugs in five WWTPs in
Beijing showed that the fate of pharmaceuticals were closely
related with the consumption pattern of the local residents [51].

It can be seen, the removal efficiency was varying among
different PPCPs. Caffeine showed the highest removal rate (99%),
while sulpiride (<50%) and carbamazepine (<10%) removal rates
were rather low [38,52]. Sulfonamides' main removal process is
biodegradation in activated sludge in treatment units and their Kd
coefficient (32.6e352 L/kg) was low, leading to a low removal rate.
However, quinolones have high removal efficiency and the domi-
nant removal process was adsorption. It holds high Kd coefficient
(642e8116L/kg) in WWTPs and was mainly absorbed and stored in
sludge [53]. Quinolones were easily adsorbed to suspended par-
ticulates after urban wastewater entered WWTPs and their distri-
bution ratios in sludge were higher than others (NOR, OFL and CIP
was 91.6%, 84.4% and 90.8% respectively) [54]. The process of
contaminant removal in different sewage types should be varied
since the pollution contents are changing correspondingly. Besides,
related wastewater treatment technology should be updated to
deal with the new pollution patterns.

3.1.2. Untreated wastewater
The untreated wastewater significantly contributed to PPCPs

pollution in Beijing, ranging from 53% (carbamazepine) to 99%
(caffeine)(Fig. 3). Caffeine is used in drinks and psychoactive dis-
ease treatment and is easily biodegraded inwastewater (>85%) and
other environmental matrices [50,52,55]. In the research, caffeine
level in influent was nearly 50 times higher than that in effluent,
the high removal efficiency in WWTPs and high concentration in
aquatic environment indicated a large amount of raw untreated
wastewater poured into the urban river. In contrast, carbamazepine
fromWWTPs contributionwas owing to its degradation resistance.
It was pointed out WWTPs just played a dilution role to the river
from non-point sources in upstream in London [56]. Dai et al. had
performed PPCPs source apportionment in a seriously polluted
River (Beiyun river) in Beijing, using principal component analysis
with multiple linear regression (PCA-MLR) method. The result
showed that raw wastewater from discharge outlet contributed
over 60% of PPCPs [17], suggesting some significant point or
nonpoint sources may exist along the river [29,30,43].

3.1.3. Sludge
Along with the increasing of the quantity of municipal waste-

water, the amount of concentrated sludge (moisture content 80%)
in WWTPs has increased to 1.14 million tons in 2012 from 1.035
million tons in 2008 [52,57]. Correspondingly, the PPCPs' total
emission quantity was nearly 1.59 tons in Beijing (Table S1). The
collected data was mainly about antibiotics and perfume, such as
HHCB (Galaxolide) and AHTN (1-(5,6,7,8-tetrahydro-3,5,5,6,8,8-
hexamethyl-2-naphthyl)ethan-1-one), whose emissions were
(2112.80 kg and 1322.40 kg) 1 or 2 orders of magnitude higher than
others (Fig. 4). For antibiotics, quinolones' emission quantity was
themaximum, amongwhich ofloxacin (1170.75 kg) and norfloxacin
(675.40 kg) were 1e2 orders of magnitude higher than others.
Quinolones were the dominant antibiotic in excess sludge since
their special adsorption properties were strong than other cate-
gories [58,59].

Presently, WWTPs in China have not been equipped effective
facility to remove PPCPs thoroughly yet and quite a portation of the
excess sludge was just piled up and poured away directly without



Fig. 4. Annual discharge loads of PPCPs in WWTPs' sludge in Beijing (unit: kg/yr).

Fig. 5. Annual discharge loads of PPCPs in hospital wastewater in Beijing, China (unit:
kg/yr).

Fig. 3. Annual discharge loads of PPCPs in untreated wastewater (unit: kg/yr).
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advanced treatment or packed and utilised as fertilizers into
farmland nearby. However, the discharge amount of sewage and
sludge has been increasing during the urban development. It was
reported that 10 out of 15 planned sludge treatment facilities in
WWTPs was laied aside in Beijing (http://epaper.jinghua.cn/html/
2015-11/30/content_256932.htm). Annually, an emitted sludge
quantity of 480,000 tons in Beijing accounted for 42% of the total
amount, which would bring secondary pollution if inappropriately
disposed [59].

3.1.4. Hospital sewage
In hospital wastewater, the PPCPs was lower and most sub-

stances were central nervous system drugs (Fig. 5). In result, sul-
piride had the highest discharge quantity (82.83 kg), followed with
clozapine (62.34 kg). Sulpiride was widely used in clinic or hospi-
tals as it shows efficient property to treat diseases of hallucinations,
delusions and insanity [2,15]. Pollution situation of pharmaceuti-
cals in hospital effluent has close correlation with the population
density, consumption pattern and local economy development
[60].

Hospital wastewater was mainly released into WWTPs if the
pipeline was constructed completely and the pollution substances
would be removed along with the municipal wastewater. Hospital
has been considered as an important PPCPs pollution source to
urban aquatic environment because in some cases it was likely to
be poured to the urban river directly after mixed with the raw
wastewater [29]. Moreover, it was pointed out that most psychiatric
drug concentration in hospital sewage were higher than those in
WWTPs' effluent [61]. Although the total emission load of PPCPs
was less (Table S1), the annual injection with high pollution
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concentration would also lead to a risk of drug resistance.
Fig. 7. Annual discharge loads of PPCPs in livestock in Beijing (unit: kg/yr).
3.1.5. Aquaculture
The increase of production and consumption of aquiculture

products in China promoted economic development in a certain
extent [62]. It also brought a series of problems such as bacterial
resistance and aquatic ecosystem deterioration [63,64]. In Beijing,
the actual aquaculture area had increased to 8088.2 ha, among
which the inland aquiculture area accounted for over 70% [65]. As a
PPCPs pollution source [66], aquaculture area in Beijing had
increased to 23 thousand hectares, it included industrial aquacul-
ture farms, entertainment aquaculture farms, leisure fishing ponds,
fishing places and fry fish hatcheries which need antibiotics in
long-term to maintain its production status [34].

PPCPs substances were less reported in aquaculture, but their
discharge quantities were great (Fig. 6). The PPCPs with discharge
quantity over 100 kg were ciprofloxacin (925.35 kg), enrofloxacin
(399.47 kg), oxytetracycline (244.59 kg), ofloxacin (181.61 kg) and
sulfamethoxazole (166.50 kg), respectively. As a quinolone drug,
ciprofloxacin has been abandoned by the Chinese Ministry of
Agriculture, but its high concentration level (ug/L) was frequently
detected in wastewater [67]. Quinolones show remarkable anti-
bacterial ability owing to their wide antimicrobial spectrum prop-
erty, but long-term usage in the prevention of bacterial diseases
also tend to bring risk of bacterial resistance [16]. Normally, farmers
always concern more with the increasing of aquatic product
quantity, less on problems related to human health and ecological
issues. Campbell et al. found that oxytetracycline could be detected
after 70 days in sea-urchin's tissue and in the meantime the un-
toward reaction still affected their organism [68]. Bruun et al. had
showed that the percentage of oxytetracycline resistant bacteria
was over 50%, which decreased its target efficiency [69]. In short,
the environmental PPCPs exposure to aquatic organism and human
has become a new issue [1,2], attention should be paid on the
transport and transform, as well as the bacterial resistance through
scientific research.
3.1.6. Livestock
As showed in Fig. 7, the available PPCPs were all antibiotics, for

livestock industry. The discharges of seven substances in two cat-
egories (tetracyclines and sulfonamides) were over 1 ton. In poultry
and cattle farms, quinolones, tetracyclines and sulfonamides were
dominant, while tetracyclines, sulfonamides and macrolides were
the main contaminants in swine farms. Tetracyclines and sulfon-
amides were seriously polluted in livestock, it was frequently
detected in environmental media and animal derived food
[22,70,71]. Compared with other pollution, the situation in live-
stock was the most serious, suggesting a poor environmental
management [16,72].

With the transformation of agriculture and the increase of
Fig. 6. Annual discharge loads of PPCPs in aquaculture wastewater (unit: kg/yr).
human demand for animal products, the scale and production
quantity of livestock had expanded rapidly. Livestock density and
contaminant concentration in Beijing suburbs (Shunyi, Fangshan,
Tongzhou, Daxing, Changping district) was much higher than those
in eco-conserving districts (Pinggu, Huairou, Miyun, Yanqing,
Mentougou district) [33,73e76] and same phanomenon also
appeared in Shanghai where clear layers in different livestock
density were distributed [77]. Besides, most livestock facilities were
built without seriously considering the surround environment
pollution. After application in livestock, most pharmaceuticals were
excreted [3,78] and entered the environment. To reduce antibiotics
pollution in livestock, the government had taken relevantmeasures
in aspects including production, usage, business and export of
veterinary pharmaceuticals [79]. But the pollution situation was
still serious. It was reported that 40% large-scaled farms were
constructed near the residential area in China and 70% swine farms
eliminated excretion and feed residue throughwater-wash directly,
few livestock farms installed facility to removal contaminants
[16,80e82].

3.1.7. Landfill
Discharge quantities of PPCPs in landfill leachate were all under

10 kg (Fig. 8). Erythromycin had a great discharge amount which
Fig. 8. Annual discharge loads of PPCPs in landfill leachate (unit: kg/yr).
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was significantly related with its consumption (379.6 tons in 2011)
[7]. Chloramphenicol was once frequently used in typhoid and
paratyphoid treatment. It was prohibited at present due to its
adverse effect in human hematopoietic system [83e85]. However,
the presence of chloramphenicol still was observed in livestock
excrement and aquaculture water, as well as the leachate in landfill
[86]. After disposed, active substances in unused drugs from resi-
dent houses and hospitals are very likely concentrated in landfill
leachate at high concentration level (1e3 magnitude orders higher
than WWTPs effluent) [87].

3.2. The pollution and discharge of different PPCPs

3.2.1. The discharge quantity of different PPCPs
Fig. 9 shows the discharge quantities of PPCPs from all the

pollution sources. The compounds with discharge quantities over
10 tons were all antibiotics. For quinolones, discharge quantity of
norfloxacin was the highest mainly because most quinolones sub-
stance were massively used, they were frequently detected both as
ingredients and metabolites [15,88,89]. Discharges of caffeine,
HHCB, AHTN and triclocarban were between 1 and 10 tons. Among
Fig. 9. Total discharge quantities of PPCPs in Beijing (unit: kg/yr).
central nervous system drugs, sulpiride discharge was the largest.
All in all, large emission quantity indicated that raw wastewater
source and inefficiency of process in WWTPs [15,90]. Regulatory
environmental risk assessment approaches should be taken into
consideration about the pollutants discharged to surface waters
from wastewater treatment systems, aquaculture facilities, and
runoff from soil after manure application [2,91]. A comprehensive
understand of the discharge mechanisms and exposure pathways
for PPCPs is therefore needed.
3.2.2. The pollution and discharge in different media
Fig. 10 compared the concentrations of four frequently used

antibiotics in liquid phase including urban sewage, aquaculture
wastewater, leachate in landfill, hospital wastewater and urine and
manure from swine livestock. Concentration detected in liquid
excrement was 1e2 orders of magnitude higher than WWTPs
influent and effluent. Concentration in swine livestock was the
highest while the concentration inWWTPs effluent was the lowest.
Four antibiotics, including ofloxacin, enrofloxacin, sulfamethoxa-
zole and oxytetracyline, almost occurred in all the six sources.
Sulfamethoxazole and oxytetracycline appeared in all the dis-
charged liquid phase related to both human and animal used
pharmaceuticals. Ofloxacin and enrofloxacinwere seldom reported
in excrement in livestock, but occurred in aquaculture wastewater
in high concentration. In aquatic circulation, most discharged
contaminants in multiple media eventually end up in surface water
and was likely to occur in tap water. Risk assessment of antibiotics
and their metabolites, especially veterinary antibiotics, as well as
the exposure pathways, should be taken attention as it has been a
critical challenge.

Fig. 11 compared the concentration of six pharmaceuticals in
Fig. 10. Comparison of concentrations of PPCPs in liquid phase (unit: ng/L).

Fig. 11. Comparison of concentrations of PPCPs in solid phase (unit: mg/kg).



Fig. 12. Comparison of emission loads in soil and liquid (unit: kg/yr).
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solid source media, includingWWTP sludge and dry dung in swine,
chicken and cow livestock. As can be seen, the concentration in
chicken dung were quite higher than that in other pollution media.
Oxytetracycline occurred in great concentration in all discharge
media, its proportion in livestock was nearly 90%. Norfloxacin and
ciprofloxacin has huge discharge quantity in sludge, chicken and
cow dung. Actually, the six pharmaceuticals (enrofloxacin, sulfa-
methoxazole,oxytetracycline, norfloxacin,ciprofloxacin and doxy-
cycline) were also frequently detected in other environmental
sources including municipal wastewater, hospital wastewater and
landfill leachate [29,92,93]. If consumed and applied together,
many pharmaceuticals may cause adverse effect to organisms [94].
Long-term usage combined toxicity of chemical mixtures also
should be taken into account for environmental risk assessment.
Regulation related to pharmaceuticals in animal diseases treatment
has been recently established in China, but the actual imple-
mentation is unsatisfactory. For example, people must get veteri-
nary drug prescription when they want to buy drugs in particular
cases [95],but unregulated usage and discharge of human and
veterinary drugs frequently occurred [96,97].

Fig. 12 compared the discharge quantity of PPCPs into soil and
water phases. Fate of all the pharmaceuticals was different along
with the different substance characteristic. The substances shown
in Fig. 12 were mainly antibiotics except for galaxolide and carba-
mazepine. The central nervous system drug carbamazepine
occurred in higher quantity in liquid phase, while enrofloxacin
mainly appeared in solid phase. Antibiotics, including enrofloxacin,
norfloxacin and ciprofloxacin, might be prone to accumulate in
solid, which should cause attention.

Aiming at the issue of the human and biological effect of anti-
biotics, especially the antimicrobial resistance, measures has been
taken all over theworld. TheWorld Health Organization (WHO) has
considered it as a threaten across the world (http://www.who.int/
mediacentre/factsheets/antibiotic-resistance/zh/). The European
Union had prohibited the usage of four antibiotics (monensin, sal-
inomycin, avilamycin, flavomycin) in animal and human disease
treatment in 2006. The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of
United Nations had forbad adding antibiotics into feed as supple-
ment in livestock. In Japan, antibiotics must be undetected in
animal-derived food when they are imported. Up to 2003, the
consumption of antibiotics in China has reached up to 6000 tons
[98,99], nearly half was used in animal disease prevention and
treatment. Antimicrobial resistance had turned to a high risk, and it
has brought a challenge to the production and usage of pharma-
ceuticals [100e102].

4. Conclusion

Based on the survey of various categories of PPCPs in multiple
sources, we present a primary discharge inventory of environ-
mental PPCPs loads in Beijing. Most of the investigated PPCPs were
discharged in large quantity, mainly due to the huge usage amount
and their difficulties in degradation. The discharge quantity in
untreated wastewater was nearly 2 times higher than that in
WWTPs. The distribution and removal efficiency in water and
sludge in WWTPs were also different owing to their different
molecule property. In general, the dominant removal mechanism in
WWTPs were biodegradation and sorption. For personal care
products, HHCB and AHTN had a great emission quantity in
WWTPs. The PPCPs discharges from different sources had great
relationship with the consumption patterns, especially antibiotics.
Livestock farm was the most serious polluted source of antibiotics.
In poultry and cattle farms, quinolones, tetracyclines and sulfon-
amides were the dominant, while tetracyclines, sulfonamides and
macrolides were the main contaminants in swine farms. For waste
solid leachate in urban landfill, abandoned drugs was frequently
detected, and their contribution should not be neglected. Regula-
tory program for prospective environmental risk assessment of
PPCPs should be taken into account combined with their toxicity in
complex mixtures, especially for the antibiotics used in livestock.
Scientific technologies should also be developed for the estimation
of degradable PPCPs in food chains since some active compounds
may pose a potential risk to related human and animal
environment.
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