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Abstract 

As recent buildings become more air tight, the natural ventilation rate is significantly reduced and it leads to difficulty in 
removing accumulated moisture in buildings. Hot and humid weather in summer and the large amount of moisture caused by 
indoor activity are the major factors of moisture problem in Korea. The hygrothermal performance of building environment has 
to be considered carefully to reduce condensation risk and mold growth potential, and comfortable indoor environment. In this 
study, heat and moisture performance of two different wall structures mainly used in Korea were investigated using WUFI 
simulation program. The water content of the various building materials, hygrothermal behavior of the wall structure, 
condensation risk and mould growth potential were identified to design comfort building environment. 
© 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
Peer-review under responsibility of the CENTRO CONGRESSI INTERNAZIONALE SRL. 
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1. Background 

Moisture control has become a worldwide issue because building operations and construction practices have been 
changing [1]. Controlling the water exchange is also relevant to determine the level of the hygienic conditions of the 
environment. Indoor humidity environment is closely related to health problems and it also affects the construction 
durability and energy consumption [2]. High moisture levels can make house smell stuffy and create a breeding 
ground for mould, mildew, dust mites and bacteria [3-5]. Some thermal bridges have occurred and the relative 
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humidity level in the environment can be too high. Dry air makes furniture shrink, warp and crack. In addition, it 
causes skin irritation and respiratory problems [2]. In these cases the indoor air quality becomes poor the health of 
the occupants and some respiratory problems can appear [4, 5]. Therefore, it is important to keep indoor humidity at 
the correct level for ensure comfort and sustainability of healthy buildings. In order to preserve a good air quality in 
a domestic environment, when fixing the ventilation and air pollution such as formaldehyde, the temperature and the 
relative humidity should be kept at constant level during the day and the year. Generally, there is a variety of indoor 
humidity control approaches available for choice depending on their functioning, facilities, energy consumption and 
costs [6]. Indoor humidity control has long been practiced by air-conditioning; however, this approach suffers from 
energy intensive problem [6].  

Therefore, the purpose of this research is to investigate the effect of moisture transport on overall building 
performance based on thermal and hygric simulation. It is expected that hygrothermal simulation will lead to a more 
correct understanding of hygrothermal behavior and to more accurate predictions of overall performance in 
buildings. This study investigates the hygrothermal performance of building components which are wood and 
concrete wall structures used mainly in Korea. The study also verifies humidity level in the various building layers, 
condensation risk, and mould growth risk. 

2. Hygrothermal simulation model 

2.1. WUFI 

For the purpose of this study, the moisture performance simulation model WUFI PRO 5.3, which is a windows-
based program for the hygrothermal analysis of building envelope constructions, is selected. The WUFI simulation 
model is a transient heat and mass transfer model which can be used to assess the heat and moisture distributions for 
a wide range of building material classes and climatic conditions.  

 

Table 1. Thermal and moisture characteristics of the components of wood frame structure 

Material Thickness 

(mm) 

Thermal 
conductivity 

(W/mK) 

Heat 
capacity 

(J/kgK) 

Diffusion 
Resistance 
Factor (-) 

Plywood board 16.0 0.100 1500.0 700.0 

Wood Frame 38.0    

Air layer 38.0 0.230 1000.0 0.4 

Vapour retarder 0.1 2.300 2300.0 100.0 

OSB 11.1 0.130 1500.0 650.0 

Wood frame 184.0    

Fibergalss 184.0 0.035 840.0 1.3 

Gypsum board 19.0 0.200 850.0 8.3 

Table 2. Thermal and moisture characteristics of the components of concrete structure 

Material Thickness 

(mm) 

Thermal 
conductivity 

(W/mK) 

Heat 
capacity 

(J/kgK) 

Diffusion 
Resistance 
Factor (-) 

Mineral plaster 19.0 0.800 850.0 25.0 

Concrete 200.0 1.700 850.0 192.0 

Fiberglass 200.0 0.035 840.0 1.3 

Gypsum board 13.0 0.200 850.0 8.3 
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2.2. Wall structure 

Moisture performance of wall construction systems under given climatic conditions is dependent on the system 
composition and thermal and moisture characteristics of comprising elements. In this study, moisture performance of 
wood frame and concrete wall structures are investigated under Korea climate conditions represented by Seoul, 
Korea. Two of wall structures such as wood-frame and concrete were selected from residential construction standard 
established by Korea Rural Community Corporation and existing paper [8].  

The first wall, which will be referred to as Wall-A, is wood frame wall structure which is composed of a 16 mm 
plywood board for exterior finish, a 38 mm air layer for ventilation, a 0.1 mm vapour retarder, a 11.1 mm OSB, a 
184 mm fiberglass and a 19 mm gypsum board. The corresponding thermal and moisture characteristics are given in 
Table 1. The results of the calculations showed that the Wall-A had the U-value of 0.171 W/m2K or an R-value of 
5.67 m2K/W.  

The second wall, which will be referred to as Wall-B, is composed of a 19 mm mineral plaster, a 200 mm 
concrete, a 200 mm fiberglass and a 13 mm gypsum board. The corresponding thermal and moisture characteristics 
are given in Table 2. The Wall-B had a U-factor of 0.165 W/m2K or an R-value of 5.87 m2K/W. The difference in 
heat resistance between the Wall-A and Wall-B structures was considerably small with similar thickness of 
insulation layer. 

Wood is one of the most preferred building materials because it is renewable and has excellent properties such as 
good aesthetic appearance, high strength relative to its weight, easy workability, and good heat insulation capacity. 
In addition, wooden residential buildings result in less carbon dioxide emission during manufacture, operation, and 
disposal [9, 10]. It is expected that utilization of wood as a building material will increase [11, 12] 

2.3. Weather condition and Description of modelling parameters 

The WUFI simulation software requires hourly weather data for a full year including hourly dry-bulb 
temperature, solar radiation, humidity, and wind speed and direction. The weather data of Seoul (Alt. 20 m, Lat. 37◦ 
N) in Korea is used as representative of typical weather variations in the central province of Korea. Seoul’s climate 
is characterized by hot and humid summers, and cold and dry winter. Air temperature of Seoul rises to more than 
35.9 ◦C in July and falls below -13.5 ◦C in January. 

The indoor climatic conditions were based on EN 13788 which is possible to include high moisture load profile in 
buildings. The indoor temperatures were set to 21 ◦C. The exterior surface heat resistance was set to 17.0 W/m2K 
and the interior surface heat resistance was 8.0 W/m2K in consideration of exterior wall exposed to the outside. The 
surface radiation properties were set according to the material specification listed in the WUFI database. Based on 
the radiation parameters, the finite element model calculated infrared heat loss under the clear sky and heat gain 
under the sunshine. The simulations were run for three years for evaluating long-term hygrothermal performance of 
wall structures.  

3. Evaluation of hygrothermal performance 

3.1. Effect of boundary and exposure conditions 

Moisture accumulation within the various wall system components depends to a great extent on the temperature 
profile across the different components as it is a major determinant of local relative humidity and hence the 
conditions necessary for the occurrence of interstitial condensation within the wall system. Changing the indoor 
temperature will result in different temperature profiles and the level of impact is highly variable depending on type 
and characteristics of construction elements composing the wall system.  

Fig. 1 illustrates the impact of indoor temperature on moisture accumulation in the insulation layer for both 
modeled walls. Day 0 corresponds to 0:00 am of December 1 and day 360 correspond to 12:00 midnight of 
November 30.   



 Seong Jin Chang and Sumin Kim  /  Energy Procedia   78  ( 2015 )  3434 – 3439 3437

Fig. 1. Total water content at three different indoor temperatures (a) wall-A, (b) wall-B 
 

In Fig. 1 (a), it is apparent that lower indoor temperature results in higher moisture accumulation. Reducing the 
indoor air temperature results in lowering the temperature profile and consequently is expected to lead to increased 
moisture accumulation potential. It can be seen that in spite of some noticeable increase in moisture accumulation at 
the lower temperature particularly during the summer months, the change in moisture accumulation due to indoor 
temperature is generally limited. This can be explained by the fact that for the construction type of Wall-A, 
conditions are not suitable to introduce condensation within the insulation layer even at an indoor temperature of 21 

. However, there has been a noticeable increase of total water content of temperature of 18  during about 180  
240 days which is hot and humid outdoor climate. It can leads a condensation of insulation layer in summer due to 
hot and humid outdoor weather and lower indoor temperature caused by air-conditioning. Generally, condensation 
risk is high in winter season as the surface temperature is relatively low. However, adverse-condensation happens a 
lot in summer in Korea. As they have four seasons; hot and humid summer, and dry and cold winter, it makes 
controlling indoor comfort more difficult. Therefore, such climate region should consider indoor humidity level 
more carefully. On the other hand, in Wall-B as depicted in Fig. 1 (b), it can be seen that in spite of lower indoor 
temperature, water content in wall structure has been decreased except for about 190-230 days in summer. It also has 
condensation risk in summer in similar to the wood frame wall. Wall-B exhibits major change in moisture behavior 
during a year. The increase in moisture accumulation is indicative of the higher potential for the occurrence and 
frequency of interstitial condensation.  

3.2. Moisture content 

The result shows the hourly total water content values for the different wall constructions for year 3 of the 
simulation. The peaks occur during rainy days. The total water content values of the wall structures were 
significantly higher in the concrete walls than in the wood frame wall. The average total water content was about 
2.85 kg/m3 with a peak of 4.47 kg/m3 in wood frame wall and in the concrete structure, the average total water 
content was 13.8 kg/m3 with a peak of 15.7 kg/m3. The total water content difference between the wood and 
concrete wall structures is due to the differences in the hygroscopicities of the materials that made up the different 
wall layers. The wood frame wall structures contain more wood elements in the plywood board, OSB and gypsum 
board than the concrete wall structure. In the European structure, mineral plaster, concrete and gypsum board were 
used in the layers where the wood based materials in the wood frame wall structure were located. The use of OSB 
typically used in the wood frame wall had an effect on the hourly variation in the relative humidity. There was a 
reduction in the relative humidity range for the wood frame wall compared to the concrete wall. This is mainly 
because of the high water storage capacity of OSB which tends to modulate wild swings in the wall cavity relative 
humidity. At a temperature of 20 ◦C and relative humidity of 60%, the moisture storage function in WUFI generated 
equilibrium water contents of 65.0 kg/m3 for OSB. 

 



3438   Seong Jin Chang and Sumin Kim  /  Energy Procedia   78  ( 2015 )  3434 – 3439 

Fig. 2. Relative humidity of different building layers (a) wall-A, (b) wall-B 

3.3. Relative humidity 

The relative humidity at all monitor locations was shown in Fig. 2. Day 0 corresponds to 0:00 am of December 1 
and day 360 correspond to 12:00 midnight of November 30. Fig. 2 (a) shows the relative humidity of wall-A and 
monitoring positions represent distance from the outdoor; 0.000 m of exterior side of plywood board, 0.055 m of 
between air layer and weather resistive barrier, 0.066 m of between OSB and fiber glass, 0.250 m of between fiber 
glass and gypsum board, and 0.268 m of interior side of the gypsum board. Monitoring position 2 which is 0.055 m 
of between air layer and weather resistive barrier is a buffer zone between outside and inside of the structure due to 
their high vapour flow resistance performance. Monitoring position 3 which is 0.066 m of between OSB and fiber 
glass showed high relative humidity level in winter and relatively low in summer due to high water storage capacity 
of OSB. Generally, if the humidity of the biodegradable material is more than 80%, there is a risk of condensation. 
There are some condensation risk in summer at the u gypsum board commonly found in wood frame house because 
moisture is accumulated in the insulation layer. Fig. 2 (b) shows the relative humidity of wall-B and monitoring 
positions represent distance from the outdoor; 0.000 m of exterior side of mineral plaster, 0.020 m of between 
mineral plaster and concrete, 0.220 m of between concrete and fiber glass, 0.420 m of between fiber glass and 
gypsum board, and 0.432 m of interior side of the gypsum board. It also has the condensation risk in summer due to 
moisture accumulation caused by high relative humidity level.  

3.4. Condensation and Mould risk 

Condensation occurs when the temperature of the building material in contact with the air is lower than the dew 
point temperature. If the temperature is lowered below 0  degrees, it is frozen. The surface condensation occurs on 
the surface of the building material, which is easily noticeable. However, internal condensation occurred in the inner 
wall structure is a major problem of degradation of the durability. The indoor temperature is usually higher than the 
outside temperature of the building. Also, many source indoors and lack of ventilation lead to moisture 
accumulation. Both of two walls have condensation risk in winter season which has low temperature level. The 
wood frame structure has a bigger fluctuation and higher condensation risk than the concrete structure. Basically, 
higher ambient air temperature is needed to avoid surface condensation. However, control of the internal 
condensation is more complicated. The most effective way is to design external insulation system in order to 
increase the internal temperature above the dew point temperature.  

The Lowest Isopleth for Mold growth (LIM) system is used for evaluation of the mold growth risk using. Below 
this LIM, none of the considered species can germinate; above the LIM, germination is possible for one or several of 
these species. LIM B  represents bio-utilizable substrates, such as wallpaper, plasterboard and LIM B  represents 
less bio-utilizable substrates with porous structures, such as plasters, mineral building materials, certain woods, and 
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insulating materials. It can be concluded that there is a mould growth risk when the relative humidity is about 78% 
or more in the wood frame wall structure. In case of concrete wall structure, mould growth risk is appeared more 
than relative humidity of 89%. This is because wood frame structure has many bio-utilizable materials and it leads to 
build mould growth environment. 

4. Conclusions 

The effect of moisture transport on hygrothermal performance of two selected wall structures based on thermal 
and hygric simulation was investigated. The effect of boundary and exposure conditions, long-term moisture 
performance, humidity level in wood and concrete wall structures, condensation risk and mould growth potential 
were investigated.  

The impact of indoor temperature on moisture accumulation in the insulation layer for both two walls were 
evaluated and it is apparent that lower indoor temperature results in higher moisture accumulation especially in 
wood frame structure. There has been a noticeable increase of total water content of during about 180  240 days 
which is hot and humid outdoor climate. In the results of long-term moisture performance, the total water content 
values of the wall structures were significantly higher in the concrete walls than in the wood frame wall. The average 
total water content was about 2.85 kg/m3 and in the concrete structure, the average total water content was 13.8 
kg/m3. There are some condensation risk in summer at the underneath gypsum board caused by high relative 
humidity level. Both of two walls have condensation risk in winter season which has low temperature level. The 
wood frame structure has a bigger fluctuation and higher condensation risk than the concrete structure. There is a 
mould growth risk of wood frame and concrete structure when the relative humidity is about 78% and 89% 
respectively. 
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