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1. Introduction

Perturbation series is one of few explicit methods to construct new semigroups and it is widely used in many areas
of mathematics and physics. In this paper we study the perturbation series in the context of gradient perturbations of
transition densities on RY, d € N,.. A function p : R x R? x R x R? — [0, 0o) is called a transition density if for all —co <
s<t<ooand x, y € R? it satisfies the Chapman-Kolmogorov equation,

/p(s,x, u,z)p(u,z t,y)dz=p(s,x,t,y), s<u<t. (1)
Rd

The function p may describe the distribution of particles evolving in space and time. We are interested in adding a drift to
the picture. Let b = (b))?_, : R x R? — R (the drift function). The perturbation series is

ﬁ(s’x’t’J’):ZPn(ssx,LY), (2)

n=0

where po(s, x,t,y) =p(s,x,t,y) and forn=1,2,...,

t
pn(s,x,t,y) = // Pn-1(5,X,u,2)b(u, 2) - V;p(u, z,t, y)dzdu. (3)

S Rd
We will focus on the convergence and estimates of the perturbation series. The series (2) is motivated by the perturbation

theory of operator semigroups. Namely, if we denote by L the generator of the time-inhomogeneous semigroup with the
integral density p, then, heuristically, p stands for the density of the evolution generated by L + b - V. This observation and
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the series (2) were used in the study of gradient perturbations of elliptic operators (e.g. [13,11]) and the fractional Laplacian
[5,10]. In such approach the convergence of (2) is delicate and therefore suitable conditions on b need to be assumed. The
general philosophy is to state the conditions in terms of the density p in such a way that they fit the iteration procedure (3).
This lead to the relative Kato conditions for Schrodinger perturbations in [3] and [9]. We note that there exist probabilistic
methods to study Schrodinger perturbations based on multiplicative functionals and Khasminski’s lemma (strengthened in
[3]). However gradient perturbations are more delicate and probabilistic methods (e.g. Girsanov transform) are applicable in
special situations.

In the present paper we will consider natural conditions (5) and (6) analogous to those used in the case of Schrédinger
perturbations in [3] and [9].

Definition 1. Let 7 >0 and Q : R x R — [0, 0o) satisfy

Q(r,w)+Q,v)<Q(,v), r<u<v. (4)
We say that b€ N'(n, Q, p) if for all —co <s <t < oo and x,yeRd,

t
//p(s,x, u,2)|b(u, 2)||Vep(u, z,t, y)|dzdu < [n+ Q (s, 0)]p(s, X, t, ). (5)
S Rd

Definition 2. Let 7 > 0. We will say that b € P(n, p) if there exists h > 0 such that for all t —s < h and x, y € RY,

t
[/p(s,x, u,2)|b(u, 2)||V.p(u, z,t, y)|dzdu < np(s, x, t, y). (6)
S Rd

If n or Q are not specified, by writing b € N'(, Q, p) we mean that (5) is satisfied for some 7 and Q.
As a part of Definitions 1 and 2 we will always make the following assumption on the gradient of p: for all x, y € R¢
and s <u <t,

Vip(s, x, t, y) exists, and

Vip(s,x,t,y) = / Vip(s,x,u,2)p(u, z, t, y)dz, (7)
Rd
where the integral is absolutely convergent.

Remark 3. If b € P(n, p), then b € N'(n, B(t —s), p) with B = % where h is taken from Definition 2 (see [3,10]). We will
generally state our results for the larger class A/, but occasionally more specific results will be given for P.

The main results of the paper are the following two theorems.

Theorem 1. Let p be a function satisfying (1) and (7) and b € N'(n, Q, p) with n < % Then the perturbation series (2) converges

absolutely, there exists a constant C > 1 such that for all —oo <s <t < oo and x, y € RY,

QGs.0)
s, Xt ~ 1 1+ . 1
POXII) hsxty <pixty | mm) T T0<n<s, (8)
C ’ eQ(S,t)’ l_f 77 = 0!
and the Chapman-Kolmogorov equation holds for p,
pis, x, t,y) = / p(s,x,u,2)p(u,z,t,y)dz, ue(s,t). (9)

Rd

Similar results were first obtained in [10] for the density p of the isotropic «-stable process (1 < o < 2). The authors
considered drift functions b satisfying the following condition (see also [13]),

t
//(p(s,x,u,z) + P(U7Z7t’ y))‘b(u,z)|dzdu <n+Q(Svt)7 (]O)
S Rd

u—s)l/e = (t—u)l/
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where 7 > 0, and Q satisfies (4). We note that the condition (5) is more natural and general than (10), e.g. it allows the
drift |b(u, )| = p(0, 0, u, 2)@~1/4 (see [10, Remark 7, Example 5]).

In this paper we propose a new general method which may be applied to various functions p. As an example in Section 3
we consider the density p of the semigroup generated by L = A%/%2 + afAP/2 (1 < B <o <2, a>0), and prove that the
resulting P is the density of the semigroup corresponding to L + b - V. This result is stated in the following theorem (see
Section 3 for detailed definitions).

Theorem 2. Let 1 < 8 < & < 2 and p(s, x, t, y) be the density of the semigroup generated by A%/? +aP AP/ Ifb e N(n, Q. p?)
with n < 1/2, then there exists a transition density p? satisfying (8) and such that

o0
//ﬁ(s,x,u,a[am(u,zw(A?”+aﬁA§/Z)¢(u,z)+b<u,z>-vz¢<u,z>]dzdu=—¢<s, X,
S Rd

where s € R, x € R? and peCPRx Rd).

2. Proofs

Throughout this section we assume that 7 > 0 and Q is a function satisfying (4). The following lemma is taken from
[10] (see also [3]).

Lemmad4.Lethe N(n,Q,p). Foralls<u <t x,ycRlandn=0,1,2, ..., we have
n

Z /pm(sv X, U, Z)pn—m(uvzv tv Y) dz = pn(sv X, t, y)' (11)

m=0 Rd

Lemma 5 is crucial in our consideration. It will allow us to sum the series (2) regardless of the smallness of Q (s, t).

Lemma5.lets <t, ke N, 0 >0ands=tg<t; <--- <ty =t besuchthatforalli=0,1,....,k—1andx,y € RY,
lit1
/p(t,-,x,u,Z)Ib(u,2)||Vzp(u,z,tf+1,y)ldzdu <Op(ti, X, tiy1,y). (12)
ti Rd
Then for all x, y € RY,

n+k—1

}pn(svxvtvy)| g( k__l

)9”p(s,x,t,y).

Proof. For k =1 the inequality is true for every n by the definition of p, and induction in n. If k > 1 and the statement is
true for k — 1 and all n, then for every n € N, by Lemma 4 we obtain

n
IpnGs.x. )] < D /Ipm(s,x, t1.2)||pn-m(t1, 2, t, y)| dz
m=ORd

n
n-m-+k—2 _
gZ/Gmp(s,x,tl,z)< ‘o )6” Mp(ty, z,t, y)dz
m70]R

n
n—m+k—2
< n
\Z< P )Gp(s,x,t,y)
m=0
k—1
=(n1—_1 >G”p(s,x,t,y). O

We note that the function Q may be discontinuous. If lim,_ + Q (s, ) — limHta Q (s, t) > 0 for some tg > s, (12) may

not hold for any partition of the interval (s, t). We will overcome this problem by replacing Q (s, t) in (5) by limy_.q Q (S0,
t —h) — Q(sp, s+ h) for some sy < s. We will write, as usual,

F(t7)= 11%1 Fw), F(s")= liin F(u).
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Lemma 6. Let b € N'(1, Q, p) and so € R. Define F(u) = Q (sp, ut) if u > so and F(u) =0 ifu < so. Then forall s < s <t < oo and
X,y eRY,

t
//p(s,x,u,z)|b(u,z)HVzp(u,z,t,y)‘dzdu<(17+F(t’)—F(s*))p(s,x,t,y).

S Rd

Proof. For all so <s <t <oo and x, y € RY we have

t
//p(s,x,u,z)|b(u,z)|}Vzp(u,z,t,y)|dzdu
S Rd

t—h

= lim f/p(s,x,u,z)‘b(u,z)HVzp(u,z,t,y)‘dzdu

h—0*t
s+h Rd

t—h
<limsup//p(s,x,5+h,Wz) / /p(5+h,Wz,u,Z)|b(u,Z)|
—0t
07 s+h Rd

x |Vep(u, z,t —h, wy)|dzdu p(t —h, wq,t,y)dwi dw
< im [1+QG+h t=m]pGs.x.t.y)

< hlir})1+[n + F(t—h)—F(s+h)]p(s.x.t,y)

=[n+F(t")=F(sH)]pG.xt.y),
because Q (s +h,t —h) < Q(so,t —h) — Q(so,s+h). O

Lemma 7. Let F : R — [0, co) be non-decreasing. Let > 0, s < t and k € N be such that F(t™) — F(s*) < kA. Then there are
FtH) <6 fori=0,....m—1.

meN,m<ks=ty<ti<--- <ty =tsuchthatF(ti’+1) -
Proof. Let | € N, be the smallest number such that F(t™) — F(s*) <16. If =1 we take tg =s, t; =t. Otherwise, we define
ro=s, =t and r; = sup{u € (s,t): F(u) — F(s7) <if} fori=1,...,1— 1. We note that F(riip - F(st) <(i+1)0 and
F(r;") = F(sT) >i6 for i=0,...,1— 1, hence

Fia) — F7) = (F(70) — F(57)) = (F() — F(7)) < G+ 10 — 0 =0,
Now let m 4+ 1 be the number of the elements of the set R = {rg, ..., r;}. We put to =rp and ty = min{r; € R: r; > ty_1}, for
t=1,...,m. O

Now we are ready to prove Theorem 1.

Proof of Theorem 1. Let s <t and sg =s. Let F(u) = Q (sp, u) if u > sg, and F(u) =0 if u < sp.

We will prove the upper bound of (8) first.

Let £ > 0 and k € N be such that (k—1)e < F(t™) — F(s™) < ke. By Lemma 7 there are me N, m<kand s=tg <ty <
-+- <tm =t such that F(t )—F(ti*) <egfori=0,...,m—1. By Lemma 6 and Lemma 5 with 6 =7 + ¢, for all x,y eRd

i+1
we obtain
ad > m+m—1
PG 6y <Y |pals.x 6, )| <D ( _1 )(n +8)"p(s,x.t,y)
n=0 n=0
1 m 1 k
= — S, X%ty — S, X, t,
(=ois) Poren<(j=ais) Py
] 14 FOO-F6H
< (m) p(s,x,t,y).

We put ¢ =71 when 1 > 0 and we let ¢ — 0 when 1 = 0. The above calculation justifies the last inequality in the statement
in the theorem, as well as the change of the order of the integration and the use of Cauchy product in what follows. By
Lemma 4,
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/p(s x,u,2)p(u, z,t, y)dz—fZme(s X, U,Z2)pn—m(u, z,t,y)dz

Rd Rd = 0m=0

—ZZ /pm(s X,U,2)Pn-m(U, z,t, y)dz

nOmO

= an(s,x, t,y) =P, x.t,¥).

n=0
We now prove the lower bound. Let & € (0, 3 — ).
If F(t7) — F(s™) <5 —n -4, then by Lemma 6 and induction
_ 1 "
IpnGs.x. )| < (n+F(t7) = F(sT))"pGs.x.t, y) < (5 —8> p(s. X, L, y),
and we get
o0 o.¢] 1 n
B(s,X,6,Y) 2 P(s,%,6,¥) = D _|pa(s, %, £, y)| > (1 _Z<§ —8> )p(s,x, £, y)
n=1 n=1
=(1 2 =9 (5, %,t,y) = 49 (5, %L, ) (13)
= 1_%+8P,,,y—1+28p,,,3%
Now in general, we set k eN+ such that (k — 1)(1 —n—908) < F(t—) — F(st) <k(1 1n —3). By Lemma 7 there are m € N,
m<kand s=to <ty <--- <tym=t such that F(t;, ) — F(t;") <} —n— 8. By (13) and (9) for all x, y € RY,

p(s, X, t,y) > 49 m(sxt ) > 49 k(sxt)
p”’y/1+28p”’y/l—i—Z(Sp”’y

Ft™)—F(t)

14 FCD-FET)
45 I _p-s
= <1+—28> 7 ps, x, t,y).

1
The assertion is true with C = (48/(1 + 26)) I

If b € P(n, p), then the proof is simpler and the estimates are better.

Theorem 3. Let p(s, x, t, y) be a function satisfying (1) and (7) and b € P(n, p) withn < 5 Thenforall —o<s<t<oox,yeRY,
Blt=s) Bit=s)
_1-B8=s) t'l

1-7 7 ) 1 1+
<1 —2n> P, X%, t,y) <SPG, XL, y) < (—) p(s.x.t,y) (14)

Lt/
and the Chapman-Kolmogorov equation (9) holds.

Proof. We have (9) by Theorem 1 and Remark 3. For the proof of (14) we let s <t and k € N1 be such that (k — 1)h <
t —s < kh. By Lemma 5 with t; =s+ 52i and 6 =1,

3 = N n+k—1\ ,
Pl Xty <Y [t x [ <Y (7 D rpGx )

n=0 n=0
Bt—s)

1 k 1 1+ ]
= (1—) p(s. x,t,y) < <—> p(s, X, t,y),
= 1-1
where g =i

Also, if t — s < h, then

o
ﬁ(S,X,t’Y) 2P(S,Xat».V)_Z’Pn(s’x’t’}’”

n=1

( Zn)p(sxty) (

n=1

—2n
)p(s x,t,y). (15)
-1
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Now, for any s <t and k € Ny such that (k — 1)h <t —s < kh, by (15) and (9) we obtain
Bt—=s)

y 1-2p k 1-27 1+55
pGs,x,t,y) > =1 p(s,x,t,y) > =7 ps, x,t,y). O

3. The case of the mixed fractional Laplacian

As an example we consider the transition density of the Brownian motion subordinated by the sum of two independent
stable subordinators. Such processes were recently studied in [6]. Let a >0, 0 < 8 < o < 2. Denote p“(s,x,t,y) = p(t —
s,y —x), where —co <s <t <00, x, y € RY, and

= i /e_t(‘§|a+aﬂ‘5|ﬂ)e_i"'5 dg, xeR% t>0.
Rd

pe(t,x)

For t < 0 we put p%(t, x) = 0. The convolution semigroup p®(t, x) has A%/2 +af AP/2 as its infinitesimal generator [1,12,2,6].
In particular, for f € C2°(RY), and x € R? we have

1
(A% +aP APP) f(x) = lim f pU(t.y = x)(f () = f(x)dy

Rd

. R

_EILH& / (I}/I‘“"‘Jr ly|d+p [feety) = f(0]dy.
ly|>¢

where Aq, = I'((d—y)/2)/@Y 72| (y/2))). Let n?(u) be the density function of the sum of the c/2-stable subordinator
and a? times the B/2-stable subordinator. Let g;(x) = (4rt)~9/2e—IXI/4t be the d-dimensional Gaussian kernel. Then p%(t, x)
can be expressed as

oo

p”(t,X)zfgu(X)n?(u)du-
0
Differentiating we obtain

VD (t, X) = =27 XP(q.5 (¢, X), (16)

where % € R is such that |x| = |x| and P{41) stands for the function p? in dimension d + 2 (see also [5]). It is crucial
here to notice that p?(s, x, t, y) satisfies (1) and (7) for every a > 0.

In what follows we assume that 1 < 8 < o < 2. This restriction emerges naturally for gradient perturbations of stable
processes, although some of the results below (Lemma 9 and Remark 11) are true for any 0 < 8 <« < 2.

We first consider the case of a = 0. Then p?(t, x) = p°(t, x) simplifies to the transition density of the isotropic c-stable
Lévy process. Gradient, or drift, perturbations have been recently intensely studied for this process (see [5,8,7,10,4]). Theo-
rem 2 takes the following form

Proposition 8. Let b € N'(1, Q, p°). If n < 1/2, then there is a positive transition density 1;6 such that

// PO(s, X, U, 2)[duep (1, 2) + A% (u, 2) + b(u, 2) - Vo (u, 2)| dzdu = —¢ (s, %),
S Rd
wheres e R, x e R? and ¢ € C2°(R x RY).

We note that this result extends Theorem 1 in [10] to the wider class of drift functions from A/. We omit the proof as it
is similar to that of [10, Theorem 1]. We also remark that Theorem 1 in the present paper gives estimates for the gradient
perturbations pO, if b e NV.

Now let a > 0. By writing f(x) ~ g(x) we mean that there is a number 0 < C < oo such that for every x we have
C1f(x) < g(x) < Cf(x). It is known that (see [6])

B
a ~ (t—d/a B\ —d/B t a’t
plt.x) = (Y A (aPt) ) A (de g (17)

on (0, 00) x RY, and that the scaling property holds
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Bd ap B
pU(t,x) =a@F p' (a=Ft,a@7x). (18)

To simplify the notation we denote

~ _1
pa(t,x) = (t_% A(@Pt)"F)p(t,x), t>0, xeR"
Lemma 9. There exists a constant C such that for all t > 0 and x € RY,

|Vep® (£, 0)| < CpA(t, %).

Proof. By scaling we may assume that a = 1. By (16) and (17) we have

V.p! ~ _dz 42 t t 9
} xP (t’x)}'“'x' e nt A |x|d+2+a v |x|d+2+8 ) ) (19)

We claim that the right-hand side of (19) equals

s U e U DY LIV 20
|X] A /\W A A e Y xdE ) ) (20)

Indeed, the inequality

SRV PYE PO
Y ) S A0,

holds if : o B> ﬁ% Ot?—ﬁ d+a d+B
olds if and only if |[x|* > ¢, |x|F >¢t, |X]| >t and |x|" @ >t. But 8 gﬁm <o and B <ad+—a < «, so these are

equivalent to |x|* >t and |x|# > t, regardless of the dimension d. This proves the claim.
We now notice that

_2 1 _1 1
Ix|[{t7& At /\W (T AtTF),

which ends the proof. O

=/

Now we prove Theorem 2.
Proof of Theorem 2. We note that by Lemma 9 and (17) p“ satisfies

a
3X,’

o o
d
// p(s,x, 1, 2)Y (r, 2)dzdr = // ap“(s, x,1,2)y(r,z)dzdr,
S Rd S Rd !
for any ¥ : R x R? — R such that |y (s, x)| < cp?(s, X, to, Yo) for some ¢ > 0, tg € R, yo € R? and all (s, x) € R x RY. Moreover,
by (17) for any ¢ € C2°(R x RY) we can take ¥ (s, x) = (A% + af AP/2)¢ (s, x). Thus, the proof may be carried out as the
proof of Theorem 1 in [10]. O
Next we will show some properties of the function p9(t, x) useful when dealing with conditions (6) or (5).
Lemma 10 (3P). There exists a constant C such that for all 0 < u, r < oo and x, y € R? we have

pa(u, x) A pA(r, y) < Cpa(u +1,x+ y). (21)

Proof. By (18) it suffices to consider only a = 1. We first notice that

(u“%1 /\ufd%l) A (r‘%] Arid%l) <c((u —|—r)“%1 A (u +r)7d%l)
=c((u+r)‘§ A(u—i—r)*%)((u—i—r)_g A(u—l—r)f%). (22)
Since
(ul_é /\ulf%) < ((u 1'% A +r)17%),
(r“é /\rl_%) < ((u I e DN +r)1_%),
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we conclude that
1 1 1 1
<u1; AulTE N ul=a /\ul_F> R (rltlx AFITE N r=a /\rl_?>
|x|d+a |x|d+/5 |y|d+a |y|d+/3
<(W+n"F A@+n'F) LI D (R
|X|d+tx |X|d+ﬁ |y|d+0t |y|d+ﬂ

= (W% A+n)7) <u+r L u+rAu+r>
|x|d+°‘ |y|d+a |x|d+ﬂ |y|d+/3

u+r u+r
x+ yl‘”“ x+ y|d+P

<c(w+n~ FAUAT) 5 (

Finally, by (22) and (23),

1 _1 1 _1

P ) APy~ (W AT ulZe aulTr ulTe AulT
Uu,X)APIr,y)~(u o« Au

p p y |X|d+a |X|d+/3

A(r‘%]Ar*%])A reAr —|— @ AT
|y|dte ly|d+p

<c(@+n @ au+n ) ((@+n s awn A (ot _p U1
X X+ yld+e - x+ y|d+h
%ﬁ(u—i-r,x-ky). O

We note that for a =0, Lemma 10 reduces to Lemma 4 from [10].

Remark 11. By exactly the same proof the inequality (21) is true for 1 < 8 <« < 2. For that range of o and g it implies
another 3P-type inequality: for all 0 < u,r < oo and x, y € R?

p(u,x) ApU(r,y) < Cp(u+r,x+y). (24)
However, (24) holds for any 0 < 8 < o < 2 by a proof simpler than that of Lemma 10 (see [5, Theorem 4]). The details are
left to the reader.

Corollary 12. There exists a constant C such that for all 0 < u,r < co and x, y € R we have

p®(u, x)pA(r, y) < CpA(u +1, X+ y)(p%(u, x) + pi(r, ).

Proof. For any a,b > 0 we have ab = (a Ab)(aVv b) and (aV b) < (a+b). We rewrite the right-hand side, use Lemma 10 and

apply the inequality (ufl/a/l\u,l/ﬂ) (u+n"YVeAnu+r)VF <1,
B p, )< Pt X+ ) (WD + @A), O
(u—l/a /\u—l/ﬁ) ’ ’ = (u—l/ot /\u—l/ﬁ) ’ .

Remark 13. Lemma 9 and Corollary 12 give the existence of a constant C, such that for all s <t and x, y € RY,

t
// pU(s.x, t, y)|b(u, 2)||V.p*(u, z,t, y)| dzdu

S Rd

t
< C(//(ﬁl(s,x, u,z) 4+ pi(u, z, t, y))|b(u,z)|dzdu>pa(s,x,t, ¥, (25)

S Rd

where ﬁ'(s, Xt y) = E’(t —S,y—X),S<t X, y€ RY. The inequality (25) may be used for verifying that b € N'(n, Q, p%).

We complete this section with two examples.
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Example 1. Let y > 1. Recall that b(u, z) = b(z) belongs to the Kato class K;’*] if

lim sup / b(2)|1z —x¥ ~“@*D dz=0.

8—>0X€Rd
|z—x| <€

Note that Ing C K(‘;‘_l. We have

pa(t,x) = (t’% A (aﬂt)_%)p“(t, x) < c(t’épo(t, x) + (aﬂt)_%p(ﬁ) (aﬂt, X)),

where ¢ is a constant independent of t > 0 and x € RY, pp) is the density function of the isotropic B-stable Lévy process.
Thus, by Remark 13 and Example 1 in [10] we obtain that if b € Kgil, then b € P(n, p*) for any n > 0.

Next, we give an example of the function b from ICZ‘_l \Kg_l, belonging to P(n, p') for any 1 > 0. It seems that in fact
IC;"1 C P(n, p") but the proof calls for more delicate argument than the one given below.

Example 2. Let b(u, z) = b(z) be such that |b(z)| = |z|!~**¢, for some 0 <& <o — 8. Then b € IC?{‘1 and b ¢ Kgil. By
integrating (17) we get

t 1 1 1 _1

S d t27a A2 2w AtETR

u,x)du~
p ’ |x|d+a |X|d+ﬁ

0

) A (|X|a7(d+1) A |X|ﬂ*(d+1)) < |X|Ol7(d+1). (26)

Let £ >0 and 0 < § < 1. We split the integral in (25) with a =1 into two: over A ={z e R%: |z| <8} and B = R\ A. We
choose § small enough that by (26) the integral over A is less than £/2. When integrating over B, we use |z|1-%+¢ L s1—a+¢
and take h > 0 such that for t —s < h the integral does not exceed £/2. We have just shown that b € P(n, p!) for any 5 > 0.
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