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Preprocedural neutrophil count predicts outcome
in patients with advanced peripheral vascular
disease undergoing percutaneous transluminal
angioplasty
Iqbal S. Toor, MBChB, BSc, Rumi J. Jaumdally, MRCP, MD, Mark S. Moss, MRCP, FRCR, and
Suresh B. Babu, FRCP, FRCR, Birmingham, United Kingdom

Background: The neutrophil count has been associated with adverse cardiovascular events after percutaneous coronary
intervention. There are limited data on risk stratification of patients with advanced peripheral vascular disease (PVD)
using white blood cell (WBC) subtypes. This study assessed the association of total and differential WBC counts with
adverse outcome in patients with advanced PVD undergoing percutaneous transluminal angioplasty (PTA).
Methods: In a retrospective cohort study, consecutive de novo procedures were analyzed for patients with Rutherford
category 4 or 5 PVD who underwent successful nonemergency PTA. Cardiovascular risk factors, baseline total and
differential WBC counts, and angiographic data were recorded. Primary outcome was a composite of events of target
vessel revascularization (repeat PTA or vascular bypass operation) or lower limb amputation.
Results: A total of 101 patients were studied. Their mean age was 76 � 10 years, 54% had diabetes mellitus, 68% were
hypertensive, and 12% had had previous myocardial infarction. We observed 29 events during a median period of 14
months (interquartile range, 4-26). Cox regression analysis found diabetes mellitus (odds ratio [OR], 4.67; 95%
confidence interval [CI], 1.35-16.14; P � .02), Rutherford category 5 (OR, 4.18; 95% CI, 1.06-16.51; P � .04), poor
tibial runoff (OR, 4.42; 95% CI, 1.16-16.82; P � .03), and preprocedural neutrophil count in the third tertile (OR,
10.77; 95% CI, 2.19-52.91; P � .003) were independent predictors of outcome.
Conclusions: The results suggest that the preprocedural neutrophil count could be used in global risk factor assessment of
patients with advanced PVD who are being considered for PTA. The neutrophil count may reflect the burden of
atherosclerosis and tissue damage, and so could identify patients who need more aggressive intervention for advanced
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PVD. (J Vasc Surg 2008;48:1504-8.)
Several inflammatory markers have been shown to pre-
dict the development of symptomatic atherosclerosis.1-3

Prospective studies have identified the risk of developing
symptomatic peripheral vascular disease (PVD) is associ-
ated with plasma levels of C-reactive protein (CRP).4,5 Risk
stratification of patients with advanced PVD remains diffi-
cult when only traditional cardiovascular risk factors are
used.6 However, inflammatory markers such as CRP, D-
dimer, and fibrinogen have been found to predict the risk of
disease progression in patients with symptomatic PVD.7,8

White blood cell (WBC) count is a simple marker of
inflammation associated with adverse outcomes in patients
with symptomatic coronary artery disease.9 There are lim-
ited data in the literature addressing the prognostic role of
WBC count in the context of advanced PVD. The WBC
count includes several subtypes of cells that are implicated
in the development and progression of atherosclerotic
plaques. The role of monocytes, macrophages, and T-cell
lymphocytes in the formation of atherosclerotic lesions has
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been well described, but that of neutrophils is less well
known.10,11 Haumer et al12 found that PVD patients with
neutrophil counts in the upper tertile had a higher risk of
adverse outcome relative to those in the lower tertile. We
set out to identify whether the preprocedural neutrophil
count is associated with an increased risk of an adverse
peripheral vascular outcome in patients with advanced PVD
undergoing percutaneous transluminal angioplasty (PTA).

METHODS

This retrospective cohort study included consecutive
patients with PVD of Rutherford category 4 or 5 who
underwent successful nonemergency PTA within a large
district general hospital from 2002 to 2004. The diagnosis
of PVD was assigned by means of clinical evaluation or
duplex ultrasonography and confirmed by lower limb an-
giography. Patients with a history of surgical lower limb
amputation as a consequence of PVD, or previous surgical
or endovascular lower limb revascularization were excluded
from the study. Patients with a history of autoimmune
disease or on antibiotic therapy were also excluded.

Demographic, cardiovascular risk factors, comorbidi-
ties, and interventional data were recorded by systematic
review of patient hospital records. WBC counts were mea-
sured using flow cytometry by an automated system (Advia

120, Bayer Diagnostics, Tarrytown, NJ). These indices
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were obtained from histograms of two-dimensional light
scatter signals that were converted into the WBC count and
subtypes. The intra- and inter-assay coefficients of variation
were �3% and �7%. Reference ranges (all expressed as
count per 109 cells/L) were as follows: WBCs, 4.0 to 11;
neutrophils, 1.7 to 7.5; lymphocytes, 1.0 to 4.5; mono-
cytes, 0.2 to 0.8; eosinophils, 0.0 to 0.5, and basophils, 0.0
to 0.1.

A standardized protocol was used for peripheral an-
giography and PTA. Before PTA, patients received 3000
IU of intra-arterial heparin. All interventions were per-
formed by experienced operators, and the PTA technique
used was at the discretion of the treating interventional
radiologists. Primary technical success was defined as a
residual stenosis of �50% at the dilated segment.13

Lesions were categorized as involving the superficial
femoral artery, femoral artery, or popliteal artery, according
to the TransAtlantic InterSociety Consensus (TASC) cate-
gorization of arterial lesions.14 Angiographic documenta-
tion of preprocedural tibial runoff vessels was also available
for all patients. Each of the three tibial vessels was assigned
a score of 0 to 2 according to the extent of luminal disease:
0, �50% stenosis; 1, 50% to 99% stenosis; 2, occluded. The
sum of the scores formed the total runoff score of 0 to 6.15

Patients were stratified into two groups of tibial runoff
score 0 to 2 vs 3 to 6.

Patients were routinely followed up in outpatient clinic
at 6 months for clinical re-evaluation. The primary study
end point was the occurrence of a composite of adverse
peripheral vascular events, including target vessel revascu-
larization (repeat PTA or vascular bypass operation) or
surgical limb amputation.

Statistical analysis. Categoric variables are expressed
as frequencies and percentages, and continuous variables
are expressed as mean � standard deviation, unless other-
wise stated. Odds ratios (ORs) are reported with 95%
confidence intervals (CIs). For categoric variables, differ-
ences between groups were assessed using the Pearson
chi-squared test or the two-tailed Fisher exact test. Contin-

Table I. Baseline clinical characteristics according to clinic

Variable
Overall

(N � 101) No. (%)a

Age, y 76 � 10
Male gender 54 (53)
Diabetes 55 (54)
Hypertension 69 (68)
Smoker 27 (27)
Angina 27 (27)
Myocardial infarction 12 (12)
Stroke 15 (15)
Heart failure 17 (17)
Renal impairment 15 (15)
Rutherford category 5 69 (68)
Angiographic data

Tibial run-off score �2 60 (59)

aData for age are expressed as mean � standard deviation.
uous variables with a normal distribution were analyzed
using the student t test, and variables with a non-normal
distribution were analyzed using the Wilcoxon rank test.

Cox regression analysis was used to identify indepen-
dent predictors of adverse peripheral vascular outcome.
Variables were entered into the Cox regression model
based on univariate association (P � 0.1) with the depen-
dent variable. Kaplan-Meier survival analysis was used to
compare event rate differences between tertiles of neutro-
phil count with the log-rank test. Statistical analysis was
completed using SPSS 14.0 software (SPSS Inc, Chicago,
Ill). For analyses, a value of P � .05 was considered statis-
tically significant.

RESULTS

We studied 101 consecutive patients who were admit-
ted with advanced PVD (Rutherford category 4 in 32,
category 5 in 69), undergoing nonemergency PTA (Table
I). Patients included in the study had balloon angioplasty to
the superficial femoral (n � 12), femoral (n � 16), popliteal
(n �26), or tibial (n � 47) artery. The mean age of the
patients was 76 � 10 years, 53% were men, 54% had
diabetes mellitus, 68% had hypertension, and 27% were
smokers. Their preprocedural femoral popliteal lesion mor-
phology according to TASC criteria included type A in 33,
type B in 35, type C in 22, and type D in 11. The
preprocedural tibial vessels runoff scores were 0 in 10, 1 in
15, 2 in 16, 3 in 11, 4 in 29, 5 in 9, and 6 in 11.

Total and differential WBC counts were non-normally
distributed. The baseline WBC counts are presented as
median with 25th and 75th percentiles in Table II. During
the median follow-up of 14 months (interquartile range,
4-26 months), 29 adverse events occurred, with 11 repeat
PTA, 9 vascular bypass operations, and 9 below or above
knee amputations. During the study period, 13 patients
died.

Table III summarizes the adverse outcomes for the
cohort per tertile of total and differential WBC subtypes.
There was a significant association between adverse periph-
eral vascular outcome and both preprocedural total WBC

tcome

No event
� 59), No. (%)a

Adverse event
(n � 42), No. (%)a P

77 � 10 75 � 11 .41
25 (42) 29 (69) .01
25 (42) 30 (71) .01
40 (68) 29 (69) �.99
14 (24) 13 (31) .50
13 (22) 14 (33) .26
2 (3) 10 (24) .003

10 (17) 5 (12) .58
5 (8) 12 (29) .01
4 (7) 11 (26) .01

35 (59) 34 (81) .03

26 (44) 34 (81) �.001
al ou
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and neutrophil counts. The unadjusted hazard ratio for
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adverse peripheral vascular outcome, relative to the first
tertile preprocedural total WBC count, was OR � 3.50
(95% CI, 0.85-14.42; P � .08) for the second tertile and
OR � 9.33 (95% CI, 2.34-37.01; P � .001) for the third
tertile. The unadjusted hazard ratio for adverse peripheral
vascular outcome, relative to the first tertile preprocedural
neutrophil count, was OR � 1.82 (95% CI, 0.48-6.95; P �
.38) for the second tertile and OR � 7.65 (95% CI,
2.17-26.94; P � .002) for the third tertile. Figure 1 dem-
onstrates the marked increase in adverse peripheral vascular
outcome for patients with preprocedural neutrophil counts
in the third tertile (log-rank test; P � .001).

Cox regression analysis found diabetes mellitus (OR,
4.67; 95% CI, 1.35-16.14; P � .02), Rutherford category 5
(OR, 4.18; 95% CI, 1.06-16.51; P � .04), poor tibial
run-off (OR, 4.42; 95% CI, 1.16-16.82; P � .03), and a
preprocedural neutrophil count in the third tertile (OR,
10.77; 95% CI, 2.19-52.91; P � .003) were independently
associated with an adverse peripheral vascular outcome
(Table IV).

DISCUSSION

Preprocedural neutrophil count is an independent pre-
dictor of adverse outcome in the patients with Rutherford
category 4 or 5 PVD undergoing PTA. Univariate analysis
showed the preprocedural WBC count was associated with
adverse outcome. Indeed, studies of patients undergoing
coronary angioplasty have shown that the preprocedural
WBC count is independently associated with both short-
term and long-term adverse outcome.16-18 In our study,

Table II. Baseline preprocedural white blood cell
countsa

Cell type Median (25th–75th percentiles)

Total WBC count 8.3 (6.7-9.9)
Neutrophils 5.7 (4.0-7.1)
Lymphocytes 1.7 (1.2-2.2)
Monocytes 0.4 (0.3-0.6)
Eosinophils 0.2 (0.1-0.3)
Basophils 0.04 (0.02-0.06)

WBC, White blood cell.
aAll cell counts are expressed as count per 109 cells/L.

Table III. Adverse clinical events according to increasing
tertiles of total and differential white blood cells

Cell type

Adverse events for each tertile, No. (%)

P1st tertile 2nd tertile 3rd tertile

Total WBCs 4 (12) 9 (27) 16 (50) .002
Neutrophils 4 (13) 8 (23) 17 (53) .001
Lymphocytes 9 (27) 11 (33) 9 (28) .79
Monocytes 5 (15) 9 (32) 15 (41) .07
Eosinophils 6 (19) 10 (29) 13 (41) .12
Basophils 9 (30) 10 (29) 10 (31) .91

WBC, White blood cell.
the neutrophil count in the third tertile appeared to have a
greater predictive power of adverse outcome than a history
of diabetes mellitus. Given that traditional risk factors do
not provide a comprehensive prediction model for out-
come in patients with PVD,6 the preprocedural neutrophil
count may provide valuable additional information for as-
sessing outcome in patients with advanced PVD who are
being considered for PTA.

Belch et al19 reported that the baseline WBC count was
associated with a significantly increased risk of lower limb
amputation in patients with critical limb ischemia. Nearly
one-fifth of our patients needed definitive surgical treat-
ment in the form of a vascular bypass operation or surgical
amputation during the follow-up period. It appears that in
addition to established traditional cardiovascular risk, the
preprocedural WBC and neutrophil count could be helpful
in assessing whether advanced PVD can be successfully
treated with PTA. Inflammation has a central role in the
pathophysiology of atherosclerosis.2,20,21 Multiple epide-

Fig. Kaplan-Meier curves for the cumulative probability of ad-
verse outcome by preprocedural neutrophil count tertiles.

Table IV. Cox regression analysis for predictors of
adverse clinical outcomea

Candidate predictors OR (95% CI) P

Diabetes mellitus 4.67 (1.35-16.14) .02
Rutherford category 5 4.18 (1.06-16.51) .04
Tibial run-off score �2 4.42 (1.16-16.82) .03
Pre-procedural neutrophil count

(3rd vs 1st tertile)
10.77 (2.19-52.91) .003

CI, Confidence interval; OR, odds ratio.
aVariables included in the model were sex, diabetes mellitus, prior myocar-
dial infarction, heart failure, renal impairment, Rutherford category, tibial
lesion, tibial runoff score �2, preprocedural neutrophil count tertiles, pre-
procedural WBC cell count tertiles, age, hypertension, smoking status,
angina, and stroke.
miologic studies have shown associations between inflam-
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matory markers and ischemic events.22,23 It is uncertain
whether markers of inflammation are causal or merely
indicate atherosclerotic burden. Raised inflammatory
markers may occur in response to damaged tissue or vascu-
lar endothelium caused by the severity and extent of ath-
erosclerosis.

In patients with symptomatic PVD, there are conflict-
ing data on the relationship between the WBC count and
the ankle-brachial pressure index (ABPI). The Cardiovas-
cular Health Study examined patients with symptomatic
PVD and found an association between WBC and ABPI
only among women and not men.24 Haumer et al12 found
no significant association between the neutrophil count
and the ABPI or Fontaine stage in patients with intermit-
tent claudication or critical ischemia. However, they did
show that a neutrophil count in the upper tertile was an
independent predictor of major adverse cardiovascular
events. Thus, neutrophil count does not simply reflect
clinical information that can already be gained from mea-
suring ABPI, but is an independent marker for the risk
stratification of patients with advanced PVD.

Circulating neutrophils have been shown to release
reactive species and proteolytic enzymes, which are in-
volved in atherosclerotic plaque disruption.25-27 Myeloper-
oxidase released by activated neutrophils weakens the fi-
brous cap of atherosclerotic plaques through activating
metalloproteinases and leads to plaque rupture with conse-
quent vessel occlusion.28 Activated neutrophils can also
aggregate with platelets and adhere to endothelial cells,
which causes plugging of microvessels.29,30 It is through
plaque disruption and microvessel plugging that neutro-
phils could play an active role in the initiation and progres-
sion of tissue ischemia.31

This was an observational study, and as a result we were
unable to adjust for all potentially confounding variables.
Although a single baseline measurement of total and differ-
ential WBC count was used, it is plausible that serial mea-
surement with assays of cellular activation or other inflam-
matory marker such as CRP and interleukin-6 may yield a
different picture. Nevertheless, the simplicity and ready
availability of the WBC and neutrophil count remains an
attractive test for clinicians in a risk assessment model.
Smoking affects WBC count with a positive dose–response
relationship; however, our study was not powered to quan-
tify the effect of smoking.

With regards to medical therapy, statins have a proven
benefit in patients with PVD, in addition to their anti-
inflammatory effect. The use of statins in our patient pop-
ulation was not recorded. We were also not able to report
the ABPI for patients at follow-up because this was not
routinely documented in patient notes. The decision for
further intervention after the index procedure was deter-
mined by clinical symptoms.

CONCLUSIONS

The preprocedural neutrophil count was an indepen-
dent predictor of adverse outcome in patients with ad-

vanced PVD undergoing nonemergency PTA. This simple
and widely available test could be routinely used in clinical
practice to risk stratify patients with advanced PVD being
considered for PTA. Neutrophil count may reflect the
burden of atherosclerosis and tissue damage, and so could
identify patients who need more aggressive intervention for
advanced PVD.

AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS

Conception and design: IT, MM, SB
Analysis and interpretation: IT, RJ, SB
Data collection: IT, RJ, MM, SB
Writing the article: IT, RJ, MM, SB
Critical revision of the article: IT, RJ, MM, SB
Final approval of the article: IT, RJ, MM, SB
Statistical analysis: IT, RJ
Obtained funding: Not applicable
Overall responsibility: IT

REFERENCES

1. Wildman RP, Muntner P, Chen J, Sutton-Tyrrell K, He J. Relation of
inflammation to peripheral arterial disease in the national health and
nutrition examination survey, 1999-2002. Am J Cardiol 2005;96:
1579-83.

2. Libby P. Inflammation in atherosclerosis. Nature 2002;420:868-74.
3. Rosenberg RD, Aird WC. Vascular-bed–specific hemostasis and hyper-

coagulable states. N Engl J Med 1999;340:1555-64.
4. Ridker PM, Cushman M, Stampfer MJ, Tracy RP, Hennekens CH.

Plasma concentration of C-reactive protein and risk of developing
peripheral vascular disease. Circulation 1998;97:425-8.

5. Ridker PM, Stampfer MJ, Rifai N. Novel risk factors for systemic
atherosclerosis: a comparison of C-reactive protein, fibrinogen, homo-
cysteine, lipoprotein(a), and standard cholesterol screening as predic-
tors of peripheral arterial disease. JAMA 2001;285:2481-5.

6. Haugen S, Casserly IP, Regensteiner JG, Hiatt WR. Risk assessment in
the patient with established peripheral arterial disease. Vasc Med 2007;
12:343-50.

7. Tzoulaki I, Murray GD, Lee AJ, Rumley A, Lowe GD, Fowkes FG.
C-reactive protein, interleukin-6, and soluble adhesion molecules as
predictors of progressive peripheral atherosclerosis in the general pop-
ulation: Edinburgh Artery Study. Circulation 2005;112:976-83.

8. Tzoulaki I, Murray GD, Price JF, Smith FB, Lee AJ, Rumley A, et al.
Hemostatic factors, inflammatory markers, and progressive peripheral
atherosclerosis: the Edinburgh Artery Study. Am J Epidemiol 2006;
163:334-41.

9. Duffy BK, Gurm HS, Rajagopal V, Gupta R, Ellis SG, Bhatt DL.
Usefulness of an elevated neutrophil to lymphocyte ratio in predicting
long-term mortality after percutaneous coronary intervention. Am J
Cardiol 2006;97:993-6.

10. van der Wal AC, Becker AE, van der Loos CM, Das PK. Site of intimal
rupture or erosion of thrombosed coronary atherosclerotic plaques is
characterized by an inflammatory process irrespective of the dominant
plaque morphology. Circulation 94;89:36-44.

11. Fuster V. Human lesion studies. Ann N Y Acad Sci 1997;811:207-24;
discussion 224-205.

12. Haumer M, Amighi J, Exner M, Mlekusch W, Sabeti S, Schlager O, et
al. Association of neutrophils and future cardiovascular events in pa-
tients with peripheral artery disease. J Vasc Surg 2005;41:610-7.

13. Minar E, Ahmadi A, Koppensteiner R, Maca T, Stumpflen A, Ugurluo-
glu A, et al. Comparison of effects of high-dose and low-dose aspirin on
restenosis after femoropopliteal percutaneous transluminal angioplasty.
Circulation 1995;91:2167-73.

14. Dormandy JA, Rutherford RB. Management of peripheral arterial
disease (PAD). TASC Working Group. TransAtlantic Inter-Society

Censensus (TASC). J Vasc Surg 2000;31:S1-296.



JOURNAL OF VASCULAR SURGERY
December 20081508 Toor et al
15. Clark TW, Groffsky JL, Soulen MC. Predictors of long-term patency
after femoropopliteal angioplasty: results from the STAR registry. J Vasc
Interv Radiol 2001;12:923-33.

16. Gurm HS, Bhatt DL, Lincoff AM, Tcheng JE, Kereiakes DJ, Kleiman
NS, et al. Impact of preprocedural white blood cell count on long term
mortality after percutaneous coronary intervention: insights from the
EPIC, EPILOG, and EPISTENT trials. Heart 2003;89:1200-4.

17. Gurm HS, Bhatt DL, Gupta R, Ellis SG, Topol EJ, Lauer MS. Prepro-
cedural white blood cell count and death after percutaneous coronary
intervention. Am Heart J 2003;146:692-8.

18. Rajagopal V, Gurm HS, Bhatt DL, Lincoff AM, Tcheng JE, Kereiakes
DJ, et al. Relation of an elevated white blood cell count after percuta-
neous coronary intervention to long-term mortality. Am J Cardiol
2004;94:190-2.

19. Belch JJ, Sohngen M, Robb R, Voleske P, Sohngen W. Neutrophil
count and amputation in critical limb ischaemia. Int Angiol 1999;18:
140-4.

20. Shishehbor MH, Bhatt DL. Inflammation and atherosclerosis. Curr
Atheroscler Rep 2004;6:131-9.

21. Ross R. Atherosclerosis–an inflammatory disease. N Engl J Med 1999;
340:115-26.

22. Lee CD, Folsom AR, Nieto FJ, Chambless LE, Shahar E, Wolfe DA.
White blood cell count and incidence of coronary heart disease and
ischemic stroke and mortality from cardiovascular disease in African-
American and White men and women: atherosclerosis risk in commu-
nities study. Am J Epidemiol 2001;154:758-64.

23. Kannel WB, Anderson K, Wilson PW. White blood cell count and
cardiovascular disease. Insights from the Framingham Study. JAMA

1992;267:1253-6.
24. Bovill EG, Bild DE, Heiss G, Kuller LH, Lee MH, Rock R, et al. White
blood cell counts in persons aged 65 years or more from the Cardiovas-
cular Health Study. Correlations with baseline clinical and demographic
characteristics. Am J Epidemiol 1996;143:1107-15.

25. Biasucci LM, D’Onofrio G, Liuzzo G, Zini G, Monaco C, Caligiuri G,
et al. Intracellular neutrophil myeloperoxidase is reduced in unstable
angina and acute myocardial infarction, but its reduction is not related
to ischemia. J Am Coll Cardiol 1996;27:611-6.

26. Naruko T, Ueda M, Haze K, van der Wal AC, van der Loos CM, Itoh
A, et al. Neutrophil infiltration of culprit lesions in acute coronary
syndromes. Circulation 2002;106:2894-900.

27. Dinerman JL, Mehta JL, Saldeen TG, Emerson S, Wallin R, Davda R, et
al. Increased neutrophil elastase release in unstable angina pectoris and
acute myocardial infarction. J Am Coll Cardiol 1990;15:1559-63.

28. Fu X, Kassim SY, Parks WC, Heinecke JW. Hypochlorous acid oxygen-
ates the cysteine switch domain of pro-matrilysin (MMP-7). A mecha-
nism for matrix metalloproteinase activation and atherosclerotic plaque
rupture by myeloperoxidase. J Biol Chem 2001;276:41279-87.

29. Engler RL, Schmid-Schonbein GW, Pavelec RS. Leukocyte capillary
plugging in myocardial ischemia and reperfusion in the dog. Am J
Pathol 1983;111:98-111.

30. Schmid-Schonbein GW. Capillary plugging by granulocytes and the
no-reflow phenomenon in the microcirculation. Fed Proc 1987;46:
2397-401.

31. Hickman P, McCollum PT, Belch JJ. Neutrophils may contribute to the
morbidity and mortality of claudicants. Br J Surg 1994;81:790-8.
Submitted May 12, 2008; accepted Jul 22, 2008.


	Preprocedural neutrophil count predicts outcome in patients with advanced peripheral vascular disease undergoing percutaneous transluminal angioplasty
	METHODS
	Statistical analysis

	RESULTS
	DISCUSSION
	CONCLUSIONS
	AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS
	REFERENCES


