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ABSTRACT: An orthogonal basis of the Hilbert space for the quantum spin chain associated
with the su(3) algebra is introduced. Such kind of basis could be treated as a nested gen-
eralization of separation of variables (SoV) basis for high-rank quantum integrable models.
It is found that all the monodromy-matrix elements acting on a basis vector take simple
forms. With the help of the basis, we construct eigenstates of the su(3) inhomogeneous
spin torus (the trigonometric su(3) spin chain with antiperiodic boundary condition) from
its spectrum obtained via the off-diagonal Bethe Ansatz (ODBA). Based on small sites
(i.e. N = 2) check, it is conjectured that the homogeneous limit of the eigenstates exists,
which gives rise to the corresponding eigenstates of the homogenous model.
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1 Introduction

Quantum integrable system has played an important role in understanding the physical
contents of the planar N/ = 4 super-symmetric Yang-Mills (SYM) theory and the planar
AdS/CFT [1, 2] (see also references therein). Moreover, it has also provided valuable
insight into important universality class in condensed matter physics [3] and cold atom
systems [4]. In the past several decades, the integrable quantum spin chains with U(1)-
symmetry (with periodic boundary or with diagonal open boundaries [5]) and with some
constrained open boundaries [6-21] have been extensively studied by various Bethe ansatz
methods for a finite lattice and by the vertex operator method [22] in an infinite or a
half-infinite lattice [23-28].

Very recently, an important progress has been achieved in solving the eigenvalue prob-
lem of integrable models without U(1)-symmetry [29] (i.e., the off-diagonal Bethe Ansatz
(ODBA), for comprehensive introduction we refer the reader to [30]). Several long-standing
models [29, 31-36] have since been solved. It should be noted that besides ODBA [37, 38]
some other methods such as the q-Onsager algebra method [39-42], the separation of vari-
ables (SoV) method [43-49] and the modified algebraic Bethe ansatz method [50-53] were
also used to obtain the eigenstates of the XXZ spin chains with generic boundary conditions.
Remarkably, ODBA allows us to obtain eigenvalues of the U(1)-broken models associated
with higher-rank algebras such as the su(n) spin chain with generic integrable boundary



fields [35], the Izergin-Korepin model' with generic boundary conditions [36], the Hubbard
model [34] and the supersymmetric ¢ — J model [54] with unparallel boundary fields, and
the open chain related to AdS/CFT [55]. However, the corresponding eigenstates for these
models are still missing.

According to Liouville’s theorem, a key feature of integrable models is that their vari-
ables are completely separable. This concept was generalized to quantum integrable models
by Sklyanin [56-58] and provided a promising approach to construct eigenstates of quan-
tum integrable models without U(1)-symmetry. Nevertheless, Sklyanin’s SoV procedure
has only succeeded for some rank-one quantum integrable models and a proper SoV scheme
for the high-rank quantum integrable models is still absent. The main task of the present
paper is to propose a nested SoV basis for the su(n) spin chain model. As an example of
application, we construct exact eigenstates of the su(3) spin torus (i.e., the trigonometric
su(3) spin chain with anti-periodic boundary condition), an archetype high-rank quantum
integrable model without highest weight reference state, based on its spectrum recently
obtained in [59] via ODBA.

The paper is organized as follows. Section 2 serves as an introduction to our notations
for the inhomogeneous su(n) spin torus and its spectrum. In section 3, we introduce a
nested SoV basis of the Hilbert space of the su(3) spin chain. It is found that the actions of
the monodromy matrix elements on a basis vector have no compensating exchange terms
on the level of the local operators (i.e., polarization free) and therefore become drastically
simple. In section 4, with the help of the basis, as an example, we construct eigenstates
of the transfer matrix for the su(3) spin torus from its spectrum obtained via ODBA [59].
Concluding remarks are given in section 5. Some detailed technical proofs are given in
appendices A-D.

2 su(n) spin torus and its spectrum

Let V denote an n-dimensional linear space with an orthonormal basis {|i)|i = 1,--- ,n}.
We introduce the Hamiltonian H as follows:

N
H=7 hjj, (2.1)
j=1

where N is the number of sites and h; ;11 is the local Hamiltonian given by

0
hjj+1 = %{PMH Rjjii(u)}],_,- (2.2)

Here Pj ;i1 is the permutation operator on the tensor space and the R-matrix R(u) €
End(V ® V) is the trigonometric R-matrix associated with the quantum group [60]

Tt is a model beyond A type.
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Uy (su(n)), which was first proposed by Perk and Shultz [61] and further studied in [62-66]

n n
R(u) = sinh(u+ 1) 3 BV @ EPF 4+ sinha 3 BFF @ B

k=1 kL
n n—2(l—k) n n—2(k—1)
—l—sinhn(Zen“ —i—Ze_n“) EM @ EVF, (2.3)
k<l k>l
where the n? fundamental matrices { E*!|k,1 = 1,--- ,n} are all n x n matrices with matrix

entries (EM)% = 52 5lﬁ and 7 is the crossing parameter. The R-matrix satisfies the quantum
Yang-Baxter equation (QYBE)

Ria(u1 — ug)Riz(u1 — ug)Rasz(ug — u3) = Roz(ug — uz)Riz(u1 — ug)Ria(ur —u2), (2.4)
and possesses the properties:

Initial condition: R15(0) = sinhnPy o, (2.5)
Unitarity: Ris(u)Rar(—u) = p1(u) xid, p1(u) = —sinh(u+n) sinh(u—n),

2
Crossing-unitarity: R'%(u) RS, (—u—nn) = pa(u)xid,  pa(u) = —sinhusinh(ut+nn), (2.
Fusion conditions: Ry3(—n) = —2sinh 77P1(,;) . (2

Here Ryi(u) = Py 2Ri2(u) P 2; Pl(;) is the g-deformed anti-symmetric project operator [59]
in the tensor product space V ® V; and t; denotes the transposition in the i-th space.
Here and below we adopt the standard notation: for any matrix A € End(V), A; is an
embedding operator in the tensor space V® V & ---, which acts as A on the j-th space
and as an identity on the other factor spaces; R;;j(u) is an embedding operator of R-matrix
in the tensor space, which acts as an identity on the factor spaces except for the i-th and
j-th ones. For the su(3) case the R-matrix reads

a(u)
b(u) c(u)
b(u) d(u)
d(u) b(u)
R(u) = a(u) : (2.9)
b(u) c(u)
c(u) b(u)
d(u)|  b(u)
au)
where the matrix elements are
a(u) = sinh(u +7), b(u) = sinhu,
é(u) = es sinh1n, d(u) = "5 sinh 7. (2.10)

2The R-matrix given by (2.3) corresponds to the so-called principal gradation, which is related to the
R-matrix in homogeneous gradation by some gauge transformation [67].



Let us introduce the n x n twist matrix g

1
1

g= ] , and g"=1. (2.11)

1

For the su(3) case, it reads

001
g=1100], andg®>=1. (2.12)

010

It is found that the R-matrix (2.3) is invariant with g,

90 9o Roor (1) g5 * 99" = Roor (1) - (2.13)

This property enables us to construct the integrable su(n) spin torus model [59].

Similar to the su(2) spin torus (or the XXZ spin chain with anti-periodic boundary
condition) [68], the su(n) spin torus is described by the Hamiltonian H given by (2.1) with
anti-periodic boundary conditions

EN =g BV gt k=1, n. (2.14)

Let us introduce the “row-to-row” monodromy matrix 7'(u), an n X n matrix with operator-
valued elements acting on VOV

To(u) = Ron(u — On)RoN—1(u —On—1) - -+ Ro1(u — 61) . (2.15)

Here {6;|j = 1,---, N} are generic free complex parameters usually called as inhomogene-
ity parameters. The transfer matrix ¢(u) of the associated spin chain with antiperiodic
boundary condition (2.14) can be constructed similarly as [68]

t(u) = tro{go To(u)} . (2.16)

The QYBE and the relation (2.13) lead to the fact that the transfer matrices t(u) given
by (2.16) with different spectral parameters are mutually commuting: [t(u),¢(v)] = 0. The
Hamiltonian (2.1) with the anti-periodic boundary condition (2.14) can be obtained from
the transfer matrix as

Jlnt(u)
“ou ‘u=o,{9j}=o :
The eigenvalues A(u) of the transfer matrix ¢(u) in case of su(3) are given in terms of

H = sinhn (2.17)

an inhomogeneous T' — @ relation [59]

wf g QW= e QP (w4 7)QP) (u— 1)
A(u) = es {e¢ e a(u)W +e Pwe 5 d(u) O () Q@ (u)
Q@AM | )iy Q= M)
QB (u) QW (w)Q® (u)
Q) (u+ 1) fo(u) }
QP (@WQI(w) |

+we T d(u)——=

+ a(u)d(u) (2.18)



where

N N
a(u) = Hsinh(u —6,+n), d(u) = Hsinh(u —0)=alu—n), (2.19)
1=1 =1
. N N
QY (u) = Hsinh(u — )\l(z)) , 1=1,2,3,4,
=1

w=e5 and the functions fi(u) and fa(u) are given by
filw) = e+ fi7e falu) = g5 e

The 4N + 4 parameters {)\l(i)|l =1,---,N;i=1,23,4}, fl(i), f2(7) and e?' satisfy the
associated BAEs:

@\W A
&
we—P1e=N ?W a )\5.1))]0(12(](1)) =0, j=1,---,N,
QW) QBT
(2.20)
B2 _ AP
@)
QP gy 4 an ) ST AT gy
QUO®)
(2.21)
@ (\G) (3)
@) + A
wQe_)‘jB _%Q(Zl)()\;'g) + 77) + a(/\§3))Q ( ’ n(?’))fg( : ) = 07 j:1, T 7N7
QW)
(2.22)
A@_2 QOY — ) w, POS)
we e 77#4-@()\]- 37j(4) =0, j=1---,N,
QD) QO(Y)
(2.23)
1O XWHXD | —204x Dy (@ f1(+) —0, (2.24)
we— 1o FHO—X DX 4x B —x @) +w e~ T+ X +xW-Ny
+€2@_Nn{e_x(l)_x<2)+x(3)+N77f1(_) + e+X<2) —X(3)—X(4)—N77f2(_)} = 07 (225)
we_@_x(3)+x(4) +w26¢1e_%_@_x(l)+X(2)+X(3)_X(4)+N77
+e_2®+N77{w2e_2'7n+x(1)+x(2)_x(4) f1(+)+ €¢16%_X(1)+x(3)+x(4>+an2(*)} —0, (2.26)
=1 BHO—XV4x P Ny | w2€_%’]+2®_x(1)_X(2)+X(4)_an1(_) =0, (2.27)
where
N ' N
0=>"06, xXP=3"A", i=1,234. (2.28)
=1 =1

In homogeneous limit: {#; — 0}, the resulting 7' — @ relation (2.18) and the associated
BAEs (2.20)—(2.27) give rise to the eigenvalue and BAEs of the corresponding homogeneous
spin chain (i.e., the su(3) spin torus).



3 Nested SoV basis

In this section, we propose a convenient basis of the Hilbert space parameterized by the
N generic inhomogeneity parameters {6;[j = 1,--- , N}. It is found that actions of all the
monodromy matrix elements on a basis vector take drastically simple forms like those in
the so-called F-basis® [69-73]. All these ingredients allow us to construct exact eigenstates
of the su(n) spin torus model.

For convenience, let us introduce the notations

Alu) =T} (w), Bi(u) =THu), CYu)=Ti(u), fori=2,...,n, (3.1)
Di(u) = Tk (u), fori,j=2,...,n. (3.2)

The exchange relations among the above operators are listed in appendix A. Let us intro-
duce further the left quasi-vacuum state (0| and the right quasi-vacuum state |0)

o] =(1,---,1], |0y =|1,1,---,1). (3.3)

The operators (3.1)—(3.2) acting on the states give rise to

(O] A(u) = a(u) (0], (0] D(u) = d(u) & (0], hl=2,--,n, (3.4)
(0| Bi(u) =0, (0] C*(u) #0, i=2,--,m, (3.5)
A(u) [0) = a(u)[0), Dj(u) |0) = d(u) 4} |0), bl =2, n, (3.6)
C'(u)]0) =0, Bi(u)[0) #0, i=2,---,m, (3.7)

where the functions a(u) and d(u) are given by (2.19).

In the following part of this section, taking the su(3) spin chain as an example, we
construct a nested SoV basis of the Hilbert space. The generalization to the su(n) case is
given in appendix B. For two non-negative integers mo and m such that ms < m < N, let
us introduce m positive integers P = {p1,--- , pm} such that

1<pi<p2<--<pmy <N, 1<Pmpt1 < <pm <N, and p;#p. (3.8)

For each P satisfies the above condition, let us introduce left and right states parameterized
by the N inhomogeneity parameters {6;} as follows:

<0p17 T 79pm2 ) Hpm2+17 T 70pm‘ = <O|C2(0p1) e CQ(eme) CS<0pm2+1) e Cg(epm) ) (39)
|0p17 T 79pm2 ) Hpm2+17 T ﬂepm> = B3(0pm) e B3(0pm2+1) B2(9pm2) T B2(0p1)’0> ) (3‘10)

where my (resp. m — my) is the number of the operators C?(u) or Ba(u) (resp. C3(u) or

Bs(u)).

31t is interesting to study the relation between this basis and the F-basis [71, 73].



It is easy to check that the states (3.9) and the states (3.10) are eigenstates of the
operator D3(u), namely,

Op,.| Di(w) = d(w) [] sinh(u — 6, +1)

<9 ’”'79m;9m S -
P1 Pyt VPma+1 it sinh(u — 6,,)
X <9p17"' 79pm2;9pm2+17"' 76pm’7 (3‘11)
" sinh(u — 6, + 1)
Dg(u) |0P17 T 70pm2;0pm2+1’ e 79pm> = d(u) H sinh(u _ple )
l=mao+1 P
X Op1s s Opys Opmy 157+ 5 Opyn) - (3.12)

Noting the fact that d(6;) = 0,1 =1,---, N and using the exchange relations (A.1)—(A.10),
we can derive some useful relations

<9p1,---,apm;apmzﬂ,.--,apmyD;l(apl):o, l=m+1, N, and i,j =2,3, (3.13)
(Opys Oppyi Opysrs +O0p| Bi(0p) =0, l=m+1,--- N, and i =23, (3.14)
D;l(epl)\epl,---,ame;apmw,---,epm>:o, l=m+1, N, andi=2,3, (3.15)
C Op)Oprs - 2 Oppyi Oppyirs s+ 5 0p,) =0, I=m+1,--- N, andi=23. (3.16)

The above relations and the exchange relations (A.1)—(A.10) allow us to derive the orthog-
onal relations between the left states and the right states

Oprs Oprsi Opirs+ Op gy vequ259qu2+1"" 0, ,) =

Smant Omy i, || Opisare GomnOprs= -+ Opy 10p s+ 0p,) (3.17)

where the factor G, (6py, -+ Op,, 10p,y 15+ s 0p,,) 18 given by

Gm(0p17 T pmg |9p7n2+17 T Hpm) =
sinh(8, — 60, +n)
hnd yzi
IHSIH i O) H smh9 . — Op,)
m m . h 0 o 0
" H Sinhndpk(ka)a(ka){ H sm.( i — Op + 1)
k=ma+1 I=mat1,l#k sinh(0p, — Op,)
% sinh(6,, — 0, —n) }
X - . 3.18
11;11 sinh(6,, — 6p,) (3:.18)
Here the functions {d;(u)} are given by
N
di(uw)= ][] sinh(u—6;), I=1,---,N. (3.19)
k=1 k£l

On the other hand, we know that the total number of the linear-independent left (right)
states given in (3.9) ((3.10)) is

N N N
2 =3V, 3.20
= (N —m)Im! z_: (m —ma) 'mg mzz:o N —m) 'm' (3:20)



Thus these right (left) states form an orthogonal right (left) basis of the Hilbert space,

namely,

79pm)

N m 1
=3 > > g
P m p17

Ma=0 7‘9pm2 mez_‘_l, e

o

m
X |‘9p17" pmg’epm2+17"'

7‘9pm> <9p1"" veme;epm2+17"' ;

where the notation ), indicates the sum over all P satisfying the condition (3.8). Hence
any right (left) state can be decomposed as a unique linear combination of these basis.
Moreover, direct calculation shows that actions of the monodromy matrix elements on
this basis become drastically simple (see below (3.22)-(3.26)). Here we list some of them
relevant for us to construct eigenstates of the transfer matrix in the next section,

<0p17"'7

<0p17'”7

<0p17"’7

O3 Opmy i1+ O] D3 (1) =
"+ sinh(u — 6, +n)

d(u) lgﬂ sinh(u —pl@pl)
X (Opy, - Oy Opigars Opr
Opimy Opimg 1> +Opin | D%(U) =

i sinhn e% d(u)
= sinh(u — 0,)
" ﬁ sinb(u — 0, +1) Sinb(@m —Op, — M)

b Pt sinh(u — 6,) sinh(6,, — 0p,.)
X (Op,, - - Oy i Opimg s+ 3 Opi 1 Opyyys Ol s
O3 Opmy i1+ O] Do) =
<X sinh 7 67$ d(u)
; sinh(u — 0,,)
y { ﬁ sin%l(ﬁpl —Op, + 1) ﬁ sinh(u —Op, + 77)}

Lkt sinh(6,, — 0,,) Pt sinh(u — 0,,)

X (Oprs=er s Op 15Oy s Oy i Oppg s+ s Op,l

(3.22)

(3.23)

(3.24)



<6p1""79 .epm2+l""’6pm|B3(u):

Pmg>

mo v

sinhne™ "3 d(u) 0

Z sinh(u — 6,,) a(0)
l=ma+1 !
y ﬁ sinh(u — 0, +n) sinh(0,, — 0, —n)

k=ma+1,k#l sinh(u —0p,)  sinh(fy — Op)

= sinh(6,, — 6, —n)
XH U Oprs Oy Opirs 3 Oy Oy O |

sinh(6,, — 0p,.)
u—0
N Z sinhne” 5t d(u) ﬁ sinh(u — 0y, + 1) sinh(0,, — 0,, — 1)
sinh(u — 6,,) sinh(u — 6),) sinh(6,, — 0p,.)

l=mao+1 k=mao+1,k#l

9pa —Op; ma

<X sinhne " 3 sinh(6,, — 0p, —n)
X i CL(H a) i Pa Pk
; sinh(fp, — 0p,) " H sinh(6,, — 0p,)

k=1,k#«
x <9P17 e 79Pa717‘9p170pa+17 T ’Hpm250pm2+17 T ’epzfuepuu T aepm| ) (3-25)
3
<6p17 T 7‘9pm23‘9pm2+17 e ﬂepm‘ C (u) -
N u—Opl

Z e s d(u
—m+1 Sinh(u - 9171) dpl (9171)

" ﬁ sinh(u — 6, +n) sinh(0,, —0,,)
sinh(u — 6, ) sinh(0,, — 6,, + 1)

k=mo+1
X <9P17 e Hpm2;0pm2+17 e 0pm7 9pz|
u—0p,
+ Z Z p ﬁ Sinh(u — epk + 77) Sinh(apl — ka)
=L smh (u—6p,) et sinh(u — 6,,) sinh(6,, — 6,, + 1)
Op; —Opa ma

sinhnd(u)e™ 3 H sinh(6,, — 6,,) sinh(0,, — Op, + 1)
)

dp, (0p,) sinh(6p,, — Op, — 7 ke kit sinh(0p, — Oy, +n)  sinh(6y, — 0p,)

X Oprs 3 Opa 15 0p1y Opains 5 Oponys Opr a5+ 5 Oppns Opa | - (3.26)
The sketch proof of the above operator decompositions is given in appendix C. Similarly,
one may derive operator decompositions on the right basis which also have simple forms
as (3.22)-(3.26).

Some remarks are in order. In the rational limit,* the resulting basis serves as the
SoV basis for the associated rational spin chain model.> We have checked that each basis
vector given by (3.9) and (3.10) for the su(3) case (the generalizations to the su(n) case
are given in appendix B, see (B.1) and (B.2) below ) is an off-shell Bethe state obtained
via the nested algebraic Bethe Ansatz [75, 76] by replacing the Bethe roots with some sets

*Redefine: u — eu, 6; — €f; and 1 — en, then take the limit ¢ — 0.
®The resulting SoV basis for the rational spin chain model is different from that in [74]. It is interesting
to study the relation between them.



of the inhomogeneity parameters.® This observation provides an efficient way to construct
similar nested SoV basis for general high-rank quantum integrable models. From explicit
expressions (3.22)—(3.26), one can see that in the basis (3.9) the operators have no compen-
sating exchange terms on the level of the local operators (i.e. polarization free), which have
similar simple forms as those in the F-basis [70-73] and allow us to compute correlation
functions [77] for quantum spin chains associated with higher-rank algebras [78-81].

4 Eigenstates of the transfer matrix

In this section, we adopt the method developed in [37, 38] (see also [30]) to construct
eigenstates of the su(3) spin torus based on the inhomogeneous 7' — @ relations given
by (2.18) [59] and the basis introduced in the previous section. For the su(3) case, the
monodromy matrix is expressed in terms of the operators (3.1)—(3.2) as

By
T(w) = | C2(u) D3(u) D3(uw) |- (4.1)
C%(u) D3(u) Di(u)
The corresponding transfer matrix (2.16) reads
t(u) = Ba(u) + D3(u) + C3(u). (4.2)

The commutativity of the transfer matrices t(u) with different spectral parameters implies
that they have common eigenstates. Let |¥) be a common eigenstate of ¢(u), which does
not depend upon u, with an eigenvalue A(u), i.e.,

tHu)| W) = A(u)|¥),

where the eigenvalue A(u) of the transfer matrix ¢(u) is given by the inhomogeneous T —
Q relation (2.18). Due to the fact that the left states {(0p,  ,0p,,30pmyiis s Opuls
mg =0,---,m;m=0,---,N} given by (3.9) form a basis of the dual Hilbert space, the
eigenstate |¥) is completely determined (up to an overall scalar factor) by the following

scalar products [29, 37, 38|

sz,m—mz(epu'" aepm250pm2+1>"' 79pm) = <9P1a"' agpm2§9pm2+17"' 7‘9pm‘qj>7
1§p1<<pm2> 1§pm2+1<<pm§N, p]#pk, OSmQS’n’LSN (43)

SA general off-shell Bethe state is |A1,- - ,)\m;Agl), e ,Agilm2> = Bi, (M) -+ Bi,, (\m) F00im|0),
where {F™'m|j; = 23} are the vector components of a nested off-shell Bethe state
BMAM). .. B(1>()\£,1L),m2)|0)(1) = Zf’l =2 Fiveimgy i) Cand the operator BY (w) and [0) ™)
are the corresponding creation operator and the reference state associated with the nested su(2) spin chain
with m sites and the corresponding inhomogeneous parameters being {\1, -+, A\, } [75, 76]. For general
values of Ap, -+, Am and AL, -+ ,AS[WW the Bethe sate [A1, -, Am; A, -+ ,AE}LLM) is a linear combi-
nation of the vectors (3.10) [80, 81]. However, if the parameters {\;|l = 1,--- ,m} are particularly chosen
as {\ = 0|l = 1,---,m} and then the nested parameters {)\511>|n = 1,---,m — ma} have to take the
values in the chosen set of {N\|l = 1,---,m} (e.g, {)\511) = 0p,|n = ma+1,--- ;m}), the corresponding

linear combination becomes drastically simple such that only one term such as (3.10) does remain.

,10,



Following [37, 38], let us consider the quantities (0, , 0p,, 5 Oppy 15+ Oppn [E(Op,, 1) [P).

Acting t(6p,,,,) to the right gives rise to the relation

A(epm-u) FmQ,m*mQ (0p17 T ’eme ; 0pm2+1’ T ’Hpm) =
<9p1’ e ’9 ) epm2+1’ T 79pm|t(9pm+1)|\11> : (4'4)

Pmog

With the help of the expression (4.2) of the transfer matrix and the relations (3.13)—(3.14),
by acting t(6),,,,) to the left we readily obtain

Fmg,m—mz (0p17 T 70p7n2 ) Hpm2+17 e pm - { H A pi } (Hpu e 70p7n2) ’ (45)

l=mao+1
where the scalar products Fp,(0y,,- - ,0p,,) are given by
Fin(Bpy, -+ 0p,,) = (01C%(Gp,) - C%(0,)|¥),  m=0,---,N. (4.6)

It follows that in order to obtain all the scalar products (4.3) it is sufficient to compute
the scalar products (4.6). After a tedious calculation, we have

Fm<91717"'79pm): Z gm(eplv"'76pm‘9p’17"'79p§n)

1<p) < <plp <N

m N m
AT T sinb0y, 4y D200 TLmae) gy

a ... , N
a=1k=m+1 fm(epll ’ ’ Hpm) Hk:m—l—l A(apk)
(4.7)
where the state (0| = (3,---, 3] and the functions gy, (vi, -+, vm|u1, -+, Uy) and fn, (6,
,0p,,) are given by
[ TTie sinh(uq —vg+n) sinh(ug —vy)
R S — = =1 ' det M, 4.8
gm(v1 Um|thy tm) 15 sinh(u; —uy) sinh (v, —v;) ¢ (4.8)
m m .
) sinh(6,, —6, +n)
FnOpys -+, 0p,) = [ [ sinhndy (0,) a(6p) [] —= h”é Pg , (4.9)
_ _ sin ( P Pk)
I=1 k=1,k+#l
and M is an m X m matrix with matrix elements
sinhne™ 5t
Mo = a,k=1,--- ,m. (4.10)

sinh(uq — v + 1) sinh(ug — vg)
The proof of (4.7) is given in appendix D.

The identity decomposition (3.21) allows us to retrieve the eigenstate |¥) of the transfer
matrix corresponding to an eigenvalue A(u) as

3 Sy e e G )
m=0mo=0 P Op1 me P13 » Upim,
X |0P17'” 0pm23‘9pm2+17"' ’epm>
DD I I
m=0mo=0 P Pl’ > YDmo 1VPmg+1 » Upm
X |0y - ,gme;gpmﬁ“... 0, (4.11)
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where the factors Fy, (Op,, -+, 0p,,,) and Gu(Op,, -, 0p,, [0p,, 015 5 Op,) are given re-
spectively by (4.7) and (3.18). It should be emphasized that the factor Fy,,(0p,, -, 0p,,,)
does depend upon the corresponding eigenvalue A(u) associated with the eigenstate |¥),
while Gy (0py 3 Oy [Oppy i1 5 Op,) does not.

Some remarks are in order. In the homogeneous limit, the resulting eigenstate (4.11

spin torus) due to the fact the T'— @ relation (2.18) and the associated BAEs (2.20)—(2.27

)
(if it exists) becomes the eigenstate of the homogeneous quantum spin chain (i.e. the su(3)
)
have well-defined homogeneous limits. We have checked that such a limit of the state (4.11)

does exist for some small N. For an example, here we present the limit of the N = 2 case

1 A2

li 0 N By + A By — 2cothn A B3]|0) + ——<—DB3 B
91,é£g0| ) o< [0) + 3 [ 3+ 3 cothn 3]” smh 5 B3|0)
ANV N 1
AN N8
thn— — -+ — - | B3 B
sm 4n[<co TA T3 9> .
A 1 , )
+ K—cothn—g (B} By — B3 B))
2
+ By By 010, 4.12
sinh®n 2By 10) (4.12)
where
B; = Bi(0) B! = QB-(U) i=923
v ’ i u ! u:()a = 4,9,
A = A(0) s A(u)
B ’ - Ou u—0

It is conjectured that the eigenstate (4.11) for generic N has a well-defined homogeneous
limit. However, the direct proof remains an important open problem.

5 Conclusions

In this paper, we introduced a convenient basis of the Hilbert space, which could be treated
as the SoV basis for the trigonometric spin chain model associated with the su(3) algebra.
We have demonstrated that the monodromy matrix elements acting on a generic basis
vector take simple forms such as (3.22)—(3.26) without compensating exchange terms on
the level of the local operators (i.e. polarization free). With the help of this basis, the
corresponding eigenstates of the transfer matrix can be constructed by (4.11) via its ODBA
solution [59]. In the rational limit, the resulting basis serves as the SoV basis for the
associated rational spin chain model. Moreover, as each basis vector is an off-shell Bethe
state with the Bethe roots replaced by the inhomogeneous parameters, this procedure
provides an efficient way to construct nested SoV basis for generic high-rank quantum
integrable models such as the one-dimensional Hubbard model [82] with algebraic Bethe
Ansatz.
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A Exchange relations

The QYBE implies the following exchange relations among the monodromy matrix elements

~ Ryl(u—v) Ri{(u—v)
{(v) DF(u) = 5 “(y) CP(v) — =L L) CF(u .
C'(v) Di (u) a%;smh(u_v) D) €)= G =) Di0) O (), (A1)
sinh(u — v — kliy —u
CF(v) Alu) = Sifh = v)”) A(u)C*(v) + SMA(U)(J%) : (A.2)
(€' (). Bi(v)] = ey (A4} = ) A(0) Di(w) - i} (u = v)A(w) Di(v))
~ ey (AR = 0Di) Aw) — R0 = w)Di) Aw) . (A3)
sinh(u —v — ity —
A(u) Bi(v) = S]i“n(h(u v U)TD Bi(v) A(u) + M&(u) A(v), (A.4)
; " RYP(u—w . RiYu—w .
Dl B = 35 L Bate) DA - U BwDw, ()
& R u-v)
Bi(u) Bj(v) = aﬁzzz b o 1 ) 280 Bal). (A.6)
) o) n szﬁ(u—v) () OBl
Cf(v)C()—a%:QSmh(u_Hn)C()C()’ (A7)
[Tg(u),Tg(v)]:O, a,B=1,---,n, (A.8)
(T2 (u), T3 (v)] = Smmi_v){Rﬁ?‘f(“ — )T (W) T8 () — Ry (u — )T (w) TE ()}
a3, and o, f=1,--- n, (A.9)
a B )] — Rgg(“_”) s a g o
[TB (w), Ty (v)] = m{Tg (v) Tq (u) — Tg (u) Ty (’U)} )
a3, and o, pf=1,--- n. (A.10)
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B su(n) case

For the su(n) spin chain, let us introduce n — 1 non-negative integers ms, ms, - - - , m, such
that ;" o m; < N and

<9p17 T 79pm2; o ;epm2+~»mn_1+17 e 76pm2+-<-mn‘ =
O1C*(0p,) - C*(0p,) - C" Opoion 1) C" O o) s (B1)

’01717 e 70pm2; T ;9Pm2+mmn_1+1? e 79]77n2+~-7nn> =
Bn(epm2+~~+mn) T Bn(apm2+m+mn,l+1) T BQ(eme) T BQ(Qpl) 0), (B.2)
where 1 < p; < - < ppmy <N, -, 1 < Dot 141 < = < Pmgtedmn, < N and

pj # pr. Note that the number of the operators C7(u) (or Bj(u)) in the above expression is
m;. Due to the fact that d(6;) = 0, with the help of the exchange relations (A.1) and (A.5),
we can show that these states are in fact eigenstates of the operator D] (u)

<9p1’ o 79pm2; - ;gpmﬁmmn_lﬂj L. ,gpmﬁmmn’ 77"{(“) _
d(u) m2hmn sinh(u — 0, + 1)
g1 sinh(u — 6,,)
X Opis 3 Opmys 1 Opmgs o1 3 Opgt o |5
(B.3)
Do) 10py- 5 Oppys 3 Oy 15 3 O} =
d(u) m2hmn sinh(u — 0, + 1)
141 sinh(u — 6,,)
K 0pys Op i O irs 3 Op )
(B.4)

For generic values of {6;}, these right (left) states form an orthogonal right (left) basis of the
Hilbert space, and any right (left) state can be decomposed as a unique linear combination
of these basis.

Using the similar method in appendix C, we can obtain the explicit expressions for the
operators {D™(u), D! (u)|i = 2,--- ,n}, By(u) and C™(u) in the basis (B.1). Like (3.22)-
(3.26), the operators take some simple forms without compensating exchange terms on
the level of the local operators (i.e. polarization free) and hence have similar simple forms
as those in the F-basis [70, 71, 73|. These resulting simple forms allow one to construct
eigenstates of the transfer matrix of the su(n) spin torus via its ODBA solution [59].

C Proof of the operator decomposition

Keeping the relations (3.11) and (3.13)—(3.14) in mind and using the exchange rela-
tions (A.1)—(A.10), one can easily check the actions (3.22)—(3.25) straightforwardly. In
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order to prove (3.26), we apply the identity decomposition (3.21) to the Lh.s. of (3.26),
giving rise to

Bpys-- Opny i Opgs1s ,Gpm\03(u) =
Z| Pm27010m +1"”’0Pin+1>
) (S a9pm2§9pm2+17“' 79pm|03( )| pmg’gp L 79p;n+1>
Gm+1(9p’17 79134”2‘ pin2+17'” ’HPmH) ,
(C.1)
where the sum is over P' = {p/,--- ,p}, }suchthat 1 <pj <--- <p),, <N, 1<p <

+ < Ppyy1 < N and pj # py. Since that the factor Gpp1(0y, -+, 0y 2\6p/ oy +1)
m mo m
is already known (3.18), it is sufficient to compute the scalar products

<9p17...,gme;gmeH,...’gpm‘C?)( Ny, pm279p, S ..79p,m+1):
<0p17 e ’epm230pm2+1v e 70pm| C3(“) BS(epinH)' (Qp;n2+1)
X Bg(eplmz) s B2(9p/1)|0> . (02)

The relations (3.12), (3.15)-(3.16) and the exchange relations (A.1)-(A.10) allow us to
arrive at the operator decomposition (3.26) by direct calculation. Similarly, we can work
out the explicit decomposition expressions for the operators D3(u), Ba(u), C?(u) and A(u).

D Proof of (4.7)

Let us introduce a subspace H,, for a fixed non-negative integer m spanned by the states
(O1C2(Opy) -+ C*(Op,,,) C*(pyyy) - C2(Bpy) 4 (D.1)

where 1 <p; < - <Py <N, 1 <ppg1 <---<pny < N and p; # pi. It is easy to check
that the dimension of the subspace is % and that the subspace can also be spanned
by another set of states

<6’D§(9p1) o 'D?%(epm)’ <6| = <37' o 73|v (D'2)

where 1 <p; < -+ < pp, < N. Similar to the procedure for deriving (3.17), we have

<6|D§(0p1)D§(9p7rz>Dg(0q1) D2( Am/ )‘O mm,H(skak fm p17”. 70pm)7 (D3)

k=1
where the state [0) = |3, - - ,3) and the normalized factor f,,(0p,, - ,0,,,) is given by (4.9).
The relations (3.13)—(3 14) and the operator decomposition (3.24) enable us to derive that
(O1C%(Bp,) -+ C*(Op) C*Opgs) - C*(Opy) D3 (1) - - D3 () [0)
m N
I T sinhCua = 6+ ) guaOprs- Oy ) OIC(01) - G0 [0
a=1k=m+1
m N N
= H H sinh(uag — Op, + 1) gm(Opys -+, Op Jut, -+, wm) H a(0y), (D.4)
a=1k=m+1 k=1
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where the function g, (v1,- -+ , Um|ui, -+, up) is given by (4.8) and we have used the iden-
tity: (0|C3(01) - C3(On)[0) = [Toy a(Br).

The corresponding matrix g given by (2.12) allows us to introduce an operator U(g)
acting on the Hilbert space as

Ulg)=9192--- 9N, {U(g)}® =id. (D.5)

The invariant property (2.13) of the R-matrix and the definition (2.15) of the monodromy
matrix Tp(u) give rise to the relation

g0 To(u) gg " =U"(9) To(w) U(g), (D.6)
which implies that
U g) C2(w) U(g) = D3(u), U (g)t(u) Ulg) = t(u). (D.7)

Direct calculation shows that
(0|U(g) = (0]. (D.8)

The invariance (D.7) of the transfer matrix leads to that the state U(g)|¥) is also an
eigenstate of the transfer matrix with the same eigenvalue, namely,

tu)U(g) |¥) = Au) U(g) |9) . (D.9)
Hence we can simultaneously diagonalize the transfer matrix and the operator U(g), i.e.,
Ulg)|0) =219 ), Z(9) =0,1,2. (D.10)

Moreover, with the help of the relations (2.5) and (2.6) we can show that

N N
[T6) = { [Tat6)} < Uto), (D.11)
j=1 j=1

which gives rise to the identity

N
M _ 20
Hj:l a(0;)

The above identity allows one to compute the eigenvalue of the operator U(g) for an

(D.12)

eigenstate |¥) from the associated Bethe ansatz solution given by (2.18)—(2.27).
The relations (D.7)—(D.9) allow us to derive that

OD2(0,,) - D20, )W) = (O[C3(0y,) - C¥(6,,) Ulg) |¥)
W T A0, 01U () w)
=1
(D.10) .

= N) x [ AG,)(01%). (D.13)



Now we are in position to prove (4.7). The relation (4.5) implies that

Fm(0p17 T 70pm) = <O’CQ(01)1) T C2(9pm)|\1’>
(0]C*(0p,) - - C* (O, ) C* (Opnis) - - C*(0p) | ¥)

| J AP
(0|D3(8,,) - - D3 (0, )| )

- ¥

N
1<p) < <ply <N fm(epllv to aep;n) Hk:m+1 A(epk)

X <0|02(0p1) T C2(epm) 03(9Pm+1) e Cg(epN) Dg(ep ) o D%(HP )‘6> .

/ /
1 m

(D.14)

Substituting the equations (D.4) and (D.13) into the above equation, we finally have the
relation (4.7).

Open Access. This article is distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution License (CC-BY 4.0), which permits any use, distribution and reproduction in
any medium, provided the original author(s) and source are credited.
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