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SPECTRAL PARAMETERIZATION FOR POWER SUMS OF A
QUANTUM SUPERMATRIX

© D. I. Gurevich,*! P. N. Pyatov,** and P. A. Saponov?®

We obtain a parameterization for power sums of a GL(m|n)-type quantum (super)matrix in terms of its

spectral values.
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1. Introduction

This paper adds to our previous works [1]-[3] devoted to quantum matrix algebras (QMAs) of the
GL(m|n) type. Here we continue to investigate the commutative characteristic subalgebra of the QMA.
More precisely, we find a parameterization for the set of “quantum” traces of “powers” of a quantum
(super)matrix in terms of spectral values, which are quantum analogues of the set of (super)matrix eigen-
values. We note that this set of quantum traces generates the characteristic subalgebra. To illustrate our
statements, we briefly recall the corresponding facts from the classical matrix algebra.

As is well known, any complex N x N matrix M € Maty (C) satisfies the polynomial Cayley—Hamilton
(or characteristic) identity, which can be represented in the factored form

N
i=1
where [ is the unit matrix and u;, ¢ = 1,..., N, are the eigenvalues of M. Opening the brackets, we can

rewrite this identity as

N
D (=D)Fer(uMNF =0,
k=0

where eg(p), k = 0,1,..., N, are elementary symmetric polynomials’ in the variables {4;}1<;<n. The
elementary symmetric polynomials generate the whole algebra of symmetric polynomials in the eigenvalues
;. Another well-known generating set for symmetric polynomials is given by the power sums

N
pr(p) =Y puf = Tr M*,
=1
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A relation between the two sets of generators is provided by Newton’s recursion
k
key + Z(—l)rprek_r =0, k>1.
r=1

In [1], [2], we found analogues of the above classical results for a family of Hecke-type QMAs, which
includes g-generalizations of GL(m|n)-type supermatrices for all integers m > 0 and n > 0 (see the def-
initions in the next section). In particular, we derived the Cayley—Hamilton identities for these algebras,
which clarified the way to introduce the spectral values for quantum matrices. We note that the coefficients
of the Cayley—Hamilton polynomials mutually commute. They generate a commutative characteristic sub-
algebra in the QMA, which is an analogue of the algebra of symmetric polynomials in the eigenvalues of the
matrix M. The Cayley-Hamilton identity allows representing the elements of the characteristic subalgebra
as (super)symmetric polynomials in the spectral values of the quantum matrix.

As in the classical case, quantum analogues of the power sums can be defined as some specific traces of
“powers” of the quantum matrix. By construction, the power sums belong to the characteristic subalgebra,
but an explicit expression for them in terms of the spectral values was not yet known. Our main goal here
is to derive such an expression.

Our presentation is strongly based on the previous works cited above. In the next section, we give
the notation and list the definitions and main results used in what follows (see [1], [2] for a more detailed

exposition, proofs, and a short overview).
2. Some basic results and definitions

Let V be a finite-dimensional linear space over the field of complex numbers C, dim V' = N. Let I denote
the identity matrix (its dimension is clear from the context if not explicitly specified) and P € Aut(V®?)
be the permutation automorphism P(u ® v) = v ® u.

With any element X € End(V®P), p = 1,2,..., we associate a sequence of endomorphisms X; €
End(V®*), k>p,i=1,...,k —p+ 1, according to the rule

X, =12 Vgxer" ™™ 1<i<k-pti,

where [ is the identity automorphism of V.
We consider a pair of invertible operators R, F' € Aut(V ®2) subject to the following conditions:

1. The operators R and F' satisfy the Yang—Baxter equations
Ri1RoRy = RoR1 R, I\ F = FoFy Fo. (2.1)

Such operators are called R-matrices.

2. The pair of R-matrices {R, F'} is compatible, i.e.,

RiFFy = FyFi Ry,  FIFyRy = RyF\F. (2.2)

3. The matrices of both the operators R and I are strictly skew invertible. With the operator R as an
example, this requirement means that
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a. R is skew invertible if there exists an operator ¥ € End(V®?) such that
Tr(2) R12V5; = Pis,

where the subscript on the trace symbol indicates the number of the space V' where the trace
is evaluated (the component spaces in the tensor product are enumerated as V¥ := V; @ Vo ®
-+ ®Vg), and

b. the strictness condition additionally implies that the operator Df := Tr(2) Ul is invertible.

With the matrix D, we define the R-trace operation? as Trr: Maty (W) — W,
N
TrpX = Y DX, X € Maty(W),
ij=1
where W is an arbitrary linear space.
For a compatible pair {R, F'} of strictly skew-invertible R-matrices, the QMA M(R, F) is a unital
associative algebra generated by N2 components of the matrix || M ;Hf;l satisfying the relations

RiM1M; = M1 M5 Ry, (2.3)
where we introduce the notation

M =M, M

— -1
pp1 = FeMpEy

for the copies My, of the matrix M. Definition (2.3) then implies relations of the same type for consecutive
pairs of the copies of M (see [5])
Ry M; M,

41 = MM, | Ry.

Specific subfamilies in a variety of QMAs are extracted by imposing additional conditions on the R-matrix
R in definition (2.3). We now describe these conditions.
We suppose that R has a quadratic minimal polynomial that can be suitably normalized® as

(R—qI)(R+q'I)=0, ¢q€C\O0. (2.4)

In this context, this relation is called the Hecke condition, and the R-matrices satisfying it are called the
Hecke R-matrices. We further assume that the parameter ¢ in (2.4) is generic, i.e., it does not coincide
with the roots of the equation

¢ —q*

k, =
T g—qt

=0 (2.5)

for any k=2.3,....

Given any Hecke R-matrix R, we can construct a series of R-matrix representations pr of the A-type
Hecke algebras Hy(q) LR, End(V®F) k = 2,3,.... The characteristic properties of these representations
are used to classify the Hecke R-matrices.* Without going into the construction details, we only mention
that under conditions (2.5), the Hecke algebra Hy(g) is isomorphic to the group algebra C[Sk] of the
symmetric group, that its irreducible representations are labeled by a set of partitions A F k, and that the
corresponding central idempotents in Hy(q) are denoted by e* in what follows. We fix some decomposition
of e* into a sum of primitive idempotents e} € Hy(q): e* = Eiil e}, where d, is the dimension of the
representation with the label . It is also suitable to introduce the following notation:

2In the literature on quantum groups, the R-trace is usually called the quantum trace or, briefly, the g-trace. Giving a
different name to this operation, we hope to avoid a misleading association with the parameter g of the Hecke algebra (see
below).

3We note that conditions (2.1) and (2.2) are independent of the normalization of R.

4A brief description of the Hecke algebras and their R-matrix representations can be found in [1]. See [6], [7] and the
references therein for a more detailed exposition of the subject.
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For two arbitrary integers m > 0 and n > 0, an infinite set of partitions A = (A1, A2, ...) satisfying
the restriction \,,+1 < n is denoted by H(m,n).

The partition ((n + 1)) & (m + 1)(n + 1) is briefly denoted by Ap . The corresponding Young
diagram is a rectangle with m+1 rows of length n + 1. We note that A, is a minimal partition not
belonging to the set H(m,n).

We are now ready to formulate the classification of the Hecke R-matrices.

Proposition 1 [8], [3]. For a generic value of q, the set of Hecke R-matrices is partitioned into subsets
labeled by an ordered pair of nonnegative integers {m,n}. The R-matrices belonging to the subset with the
label {m,n} are called GL(m|n)-type matrices (or, in other words, they have the bi-rank (m|n)). The R-

matrix representations pr generated by a GL(m|n)-type R-matrix R have the property that for all integers
k > 2 and for any partition v \ k, the images of the idempotents ¢” € Hy(q) satisfy the relations

pr(e”) =0 iff v¢H(m,n)
or, equivalently, iff A, ,, C v, where the inclusion p = (p1, p2,...) C v = (v1,v,...) means that p; < v;

for all 1.

An algebra M (R, F') defined by a Hecke (GL(m|n)-type) R-matrix R is called a Hecke (GL(m|n)-type)
QMA.
For the Hecke QMA M(R, F'), we consider a set of its elements s (M) called the Schur functions,

so(M) =1, sx(M) :=Trpa...x (Mi . --MﬁpR(ei‘)), Abp, p=1,2,...,

where the definition of s5 (M) is independent of the particular choice of the primitive idempotent e (indeed,
it can be replaced with dy 'e*). As shown in [9], the linear span of the Schur functions s (M) is an Abelian
subalgebra in M(R, F). In what follows, we call it the characteristic subalgebra of M(R, F). It follows
that the characteristic subalgebra of the GL(m|n)-type QMA is spanned by the Schur functions sy(M),
A € H(m,n). The multiplication table for the elements s)(M) € M(R, F') coincides with that for the basis
of Schur functions in the ring of symmetric functions (see [4]), thus justifying the notation. We have [2]

sx(M)s, (M) =" C%,,5,(M), (2.6)

where C;\’M are the Littlewood—Richardson coefficients. Later, we need information about the generating
sets of the characteristic subalgebra.

Proposition 2 [9], [5]. For generic values of q, the characteristic subalgebra of the Hecke QMA
M(R, F) is generated by any one of the three sets

L. the single-column Schur functions ay(M) := sy (M), k =0,1,2,...,
2. the single-row Schur functions sy, (M) := s,y (M), k =0,1,2,..., and
3. the set of power sums
po(M) == (Trgp D)1,  pr(M) = Trpa.s(Mi-- MRj_1---R1), k> 1. (2.7)
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These sets are connected by a series of Newton and Wronski recurrence relations for k > 1,

k—1
(—1)*kqar (M) + D (=q)"ar(M)pr—r(M) = 0, (2.8)
r=0
k—1
kgsk(M) = q s (M)pi—r(M) = 0, (2.9)
r=0
k
> (=1 an(M)sg_ (M) = 0. (2.10)

Introducing the generating functions for these sets of generators

A(t) = Zak(M)tk, S(t) = Zsk(M)tk,

k>0 k>0

(2.11)
P(t)=1+(g—q ")) _pe(M)t",
k>1

we can rewrite relations (2.8)—(2.10) in the compact form [4], [10]°

P(—t)A(gt) = A(g™ "), P(OS(a"'t) = S(at),  A@)S(—t) = 1. (2.12)
For the GL(m|n)-type QMA, the zeroth-power sum is [3]

po(M) =q" "™ (m — n),l. (2.13)

One of the remarkable properties of the Hecke QMA M (R, F') is the existence of the characteristic
identity for the matrix M of its generators. To formulate the result, we introduce the notion of the matrix
x-product of quantum matrices (see Sec. 4.4 in [12] for a detailed exposition). Namely, starting with the
quantum matrix of generators M and the scalar quantum matrices sy(M)I for all A - k, k > 0, we construct
the whole set of quantum matrices by the following recursive procedure: given any quantum matrix N, its
s-multiplication by s (M)I and left »-multiplication by M are also quantum matrices defined as

M x (sx(M)I) = (s\(M)I) x M := M - s5(M),
M*N :=M-$(N), where ¢(N); := Trpe NayRia

and the dot product is the usual multiplication of a matrix by a scalar (matrix). The x-product of quantum
matrices is required to be associative; it is commutative by construction. The x-powers of a quantum matrix
M are

MY =1,  M':=M,
MF = M * * M =Trge.w (M MgRy—1 - Ri), k> 1.
k matrices
We note that for the family of the so-called reflection equation algebras, the QMAs of the form M(R, R),
the *-product coincides with the usual matrix product.
The characteristic identity depends essentially on the type of the QMA. For the GL(m|n)-type QMA, it

is an (m+n)th-order polynomial identity in x-powers of the matrix M with coefficients in the characteristic
subalgebra. The following g-analogue of the classical Cayley—Hamilton theorem holds.

5The first of these relations was also derived in the limit case M(R, R) pmds U(gl,,) in [11].
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Theorem 1 [1], [2]. The characteristic identity for the matrix of generators of the GL(m|n)-type
QMA M(R, F) is given by

(i(—q)ka—ks[mln]k ) (Zq "M Sy, (M )> =0, (2.14)

k=0

where we use the brief notation for the partitions
)t = ((n+ D50 %), fmlnl, = (7).

Remarkably, for a generic-type QMA (i.e., if mn > 0), the characteristic polynomial in the left-hand
side of identity (2.14) factors into the product of two factors of degrees m and n. Therefore, in setting the
factorization problem for the characteristic polynomial, we must separate all the m+n roots into two parts
of sizes m and n.

Let C[u, v] be the algebra of polynomials in two sets of mutually commuting and algebraically inde-
pendent variables p := {1t;}1<i<m and v := {vj}1<j<,. We consider the map of the coefficients of the
characteristic polynomial into Clu, v

Stmin)k (M) = Spminps (1 V) i= S[mjn) (14, Ver(g tp), 1<k<m, (2.15)
Stmlnl, (M) = Spmjn], (V) 1= Spnjn) (1, V)er(—qv), 1 <71 <mn, (2.16)
where e(-) are elementary symmetric polynomials in their arguments (e.g., ex(i) = er(p1, ..., fm) =

> <y <oy <m Min " - iy, ). For the moment, we do not specify an explicit expression for the polynomial
S[m|n] (11, V). We now define a central extension of the x-product algebra of the quantum matrices by scalar
matrices of the form p(u,v)I, p(u,v) € Clu,v], such that sx(M)I = sy(u,v)I. In the extended algebra,
characteristic identity (2.14) has the completely factored form

n

TIO = i)« TTOL = v31) - (i (2,))” = 0.
i=1

Jj=1

Assuming that sp,n(i, ) # 0, we can interpret the variables yu;, i = 1,...,m, and v;, j = 1,...,n, as
eigenvalues of the quantum matrix M, respectively called the even and odd spectral values of M.

Map (2.15), (2.16) admits a unique extension to a homomorphic map of the characteristic subalgebra
into the algebra C[u,v] of polynomials in the spectral values p; and v;. Using Littlewood-Richardson
multiplication rule (2.6), we obtain (see [2])

k
ar(M) = spy(M) = ae(p,v) =Y er(q whi—r(—qv), (2.17)
r=0
k
sp(M) = sp (M) — (p,v) - Z (—qv)hi—r (g 1), (2.18)
r=0

where hy(-) denotes the complete symmetric polynomial in its variables, hg(u) = hg(p1,. .., m) =

Zlgilg...gikgm Hiy © My, -
Because each of the sets {ar(M)}r>0 and {sx(M)}r>0 generates the characteristic subalgebra, the

homomorphism is completely defined by (2.17) or by (2.18). In particular, formulas (2.17) and (2.18) imply
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an explicit expression for the unspecified polynomial sy, (1, ) in (2.15) and (2.16), which is the image of

S[m|n]

HES

H (g~ s = qvy).-

This homomorphic map induced by (2.17) or (2.18) is called the spectral parameterization of the charac-
teristic subalgebra. In the next section, we derive the spectral parameterization for the third generating set
of the characteristic subalgebra, i.e., the set of power sums {py(M)}r>0.

3. Spectral parameterization of power sums

In this section, we work with the GL(m|n)-type QMA M(R, F') defined by relations (2.3) with an R-
matrix R satisfying the criterion in Proposition 1. During our consideration, we assume that the parameter
q is generic (see (2.5)), although this restriction can subsequently be waived: unlike the Schur functions
ai(M) and si (M), the power sums pi (M) are consistently defined for all ¢ € C\ 0.

The spectral parameterization of the power sums was found in [13] in the particular case of the
GL(m):=GL(m|0)-type reflection equation algebra M(R, R). Taking into account that the quantum matrix
has only “even” eigenvalues {f; }1<i<m in the GL(m) case, we write the result as

_ —q
pr(M Zdlul, where d; := ¢ 11_[uZ
=1

,UJ
i T H

Our goal is to extend this formula to the general case. For this, we introduce an auxiliary set of polynomials
{me (e, V) }e>1 C Clp, V] defined by the relations

(e, v) = Z (g i)k Z (quj)*, > 1. (3.1)
i=1 j=1

In what follows, we use the following property of these polynomials.

Lemma 1. The sets of polynomials {ay(p,v)} k>0, {sk(pt,v)} k>0 (see Egs. (2.17) and (2.18)), and
{mk(w, V) }k>1 satisfy the Newton recurrence relations

( kak lu“v + Z aT ,LL, 7Tk T(lu“v ) - 07 (32)

ksk(p,v ZST (uy V)Th—p (b, v) =0, k> 1. (3.3)

Proof. First, we recall the relations between the generating functions for the power sums and the
elementary symmetric and complete symmetric polynomials in a finite set of variables = := {z; }1<i<p (see
Sec. 1.2 in [4])

p p

E(zft) =Y en(a)th = JJ(1 +ait),
k=0 i=1
H(x|t) := th(a})tk = H(l —xt) 7 (3.4)
k>0 i=1
P(xl|t) : Zpk =t = d logE(x|—t) = d log H(x|t).
Cdt dt
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We consider three functions depending on the two sets of variables z := {z; }1<i<m and y := {y; h1<i<n:
Az, y|t) == E(x[t)H(—ylt),
S(z,ylt) == H(x[t)E(—ylt), (3.5)
U(z,y|t) := P(x|t) — P(y|t).

These functions are supermatrix analogues of the respective generating functions of the elementary and

complete symmetric polynomials and the power sums (see Exercise 27 in Sec. 1.5 in [4] and the references
therein). Indeed, using (3.4), we can easily verify that these functions satisfy relations similar to (3.4),

d d

The assertion in the lemma now follows because A(q~'p, qu|t), S(q¢~tu, qu|t), and II(g~ u, qu|t) are the

H($7y|t) ==

respective generating functions for the sets of polynomials {ax(u, V) } k>0, {sk (1, V) }e>0, and {mg(u, v) i>1.
Relations (3.2) and (3.3) are just expansions of (3.6) in powers of .

We can now formulate our main result regarding the power sums.

Proposition 3. Spectral parameterization (2.17) (or (2.18)) for the power sums py(M) in (2.7) in the
GL(m|n)-type QMA is given by the formulas

pre(M) = pi(p,v) =Y dipf + Y d;vf, k>0, (3.7)

where the “weight” coefficients d; and JJ— have the explicit forms

a H SRR | L (35)
“He S BT
p#l
TV = q e v — 4,
dj:=—q / ! / r. (3.9)
J 11;[1 Vi — g pl;!) vy —Vp
P#J

Because the spectral values {j;} and {v;} are assumed to be algebraically independent, all the coefficients
d; and d}- are nonzero and well defined.

Proof. For the proof, we need yet another set of recurrence relations for the power sums {py (1, v) }x>1
in (3.7) and the polynomials {7 (u, )} r>1 in (3.1).

Lemma 2. The relations

k—1
kpi(p,v) = kgmi(p,v) + (0 — ¢ 1) Y rame (s V)prr (1, v), k> 1, (3.10)
r=1
hold. In terms of the generating functions
P(uvlt) =1+ (g —q )Y pe(p)t*, (g pqult) == me(p,v)tF 7,
k>1 k>1

where P(u,v|t) is the spectral parameterization of P(t) (see (2.11)) and I(u,v|t) is defined in (3.5), rela-
tions (3.10) have the brief form

- L - d
P(p,v|t) (qll(q™ 'y, qvlqt) — ¢ ' T(q ™, qulg™'t)) = g Pl vIt). (3.11)
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Proof of the lemma. We introduce the meromorphic function f: Clu,v] — C(u,v) by the formula

Because the spectral values are algebraically independent, this function has a first-order pole at each point
u; and v;. Moreover, as can be easily seen, f(0) = @*™=™) and lim, .. f(z) = 1. Taking this limit at
infinity into account, we expand the function f(z) into the sum of simple fractions

Z):1+Zz— Res f(z Z u,+z Resf )|z:yj’ (3.12)
i=1

where the residues at the poles are

Res f(2)],_,, = (a—a pdi,  Resf(z)],_, = (a—q v;d;.

Evaluating the right-hand side of (3.12) at z = 0, we obtain

m

FO) =™ =1—(g—q ") (Z di + ZCL‘) =1—(q—q polp,v),

i=1 j=1

and therefore
po(p,v) =q" " (m —n)yl.

We have thus verified the consistency of (3.7) with our previous result (2.13) for po(M).

To prove relations (3.10), we expand the functions z* f(2), k > 1, into the sum of simple fractions. In
addition to the simple poles at p; and v;, the function 2% f(2) has the kth order pole at z = co or, in terms
of the new variable y = 27!, at the point y = 0. Taking into account that

Res zkf(z)|

Z=i

= (15)* Res f(z)|Z:M, Res zkf(z)|Z:Vj = (vj)" Res f(z)|Z:Vj,

we obtain the corresponding expansion

k m d: lukJrl nq V]»H_l
K =37 F (q—q‘l)(z Py ) (3.13)
£ Z— g : Z—V;
=0 i=1 7j=1
where the coefficients f, are the derivatives
d" f(y
fr = d (r ) .
Y y=0
Evaluating (3.13) at 2 = 0 and taking (3.7) into account, we obtain the relation
pep,v) = f’“l . k>1. (3.14)
(¢ —q k!
We now calculate fj. Recalling that y = 2=, we write the first-order derivative f’(y) in the form
df (y _
) == ) (3.15)
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where the function wu(y) is given by

N q - avi
u(y)—z( )(1_q wiy) Z (1 —vy)(1 - ?rjy)’

i=1 L= Hiy j=1
By simple induction on k, we can verify that
dk m_ k g~ 1-2(k—a) 1
. — k! i _
ur(y) = = k! {ZZ 1 — ) 1+a (1 — g 2py)t+h—a
i=1 a=0
S R
pr et (1 — vjy)+a(l — g2uy)i+h—a

This relation leads immediately to

uk(0) = k! (k + 1)q{i s i ’”1} =

i=1 j=1
= k! (k + 1)gmpg (1, v), k> 0. (3.16)

Differentiating relation (3.15) at y = 0 now yields

k—1

fe=la=a Y (0 JuOhor 21

r=0
where we use the obvious condition fo = 1. Taking relations (3.14) and (3.16) into account, we can easily

prove the assertion in the lemma. Indeed,

f —
Rpe(pv) = ( ) 0)fomrr =
' (¢ Hk—1! —1'§% e
k—1 k

_ (’f’+ 1)q fkfr o

_;(/@—r 1) 7Tr+1(Ma )fk r— 1_;rqﬂ—r M, )(k—T)' =
k—1

= kgmi(m ) + (@ — ¢ ) D rame (1, V)pr—r (1, ).
r=1

Finally, the equivalence of (3.10) and (3.11) is verified by a direct calculation.

We are now ready to prove the proposition. We verify that relations (2.8) and (2.9) become identities if
we replace a,. (M), s, (M), and pg_,. (M) with their spectral parameterizations (2.17), (2.18), and (3.7)—(3.9)
and use equalities (3.2) and (3.3) together with (3.10). For definiteness, we verify relation (2.8).

To simplify the calculation, we work with the generating functions A(q~'p, qu|t) for {ag(u,v)}r>o0,
(g, qult) for {m(u,v}x>1, and P(u,v|t) for {pg(p,v)}r>1. Substituting the expression for II(-) in
terms of A(-) (see (3.6)) in equality (3.11) and combining like terms, we obtain

d _ d _ _
g 0Pl v Alg v — b)) = ) log(Alg™ pqv| — g7 't)).
Integrating this equation leads to

P(u,v|t)A(qg~ i, qv| — qt) = CA(q ', qv| — ¢ '1).

The obvious boundary condition P(u,v|0) = A(q~tu,qr|0) = 1 fixes the integration constant C' = 1, and
we obtain the sought relation: the first relation in (2.12).
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