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Abstract

Component-based systems are increasingly used in software development. The lack of informa-
tion about internals at different development stages and the need for optimizing verification and
validation require new approaches to test and analysis.

TACoS 2003 provided a forum for discussing techniques, tools, and experiences on testing,
analysis and design for testability of components, component based systems, and configurable
products. This year, the focus of TACoS was on heterogeneous, modular and configurable embed-
ded systems that share hardware and software resources and are available in several versions.

We received contributions from Australia, Brazil, China, Germany, Greece, Italy, Japan,
Poland, Spain, Sweden, the United Kingdom, and the United States, witnessing a strong in-
ternational interest in the topic. Thanks to the high quality of the submissions, the Program
Committee was able to select 19 papers representing the state-of-art in the area.

The workshop was organized as discussion sessions around four major topics: Testing Compo-
nent Based Systems, Configurability, Analysis and Test of Component Based Real-Time Systems,
Specification and Design for Testability. Each topic has been introduced by a brief presentation
of related papers followed by a discussion among participants.

The workshop was promoted and organized by the Quack (A Platform for the Quality of New
Generation Integrated Embedded Systems) project, an Italian project sponsored by the Ministry
of University, Research and Education.

The success of the workshop stimulated the organization of new events. TACoS 2004 will be
held in Barcelona as a satellite event of ETAPS 2004. We hope that the core community that met in
Warsaw will grow in Barcelona. The official TACoS web site (www.lta.disco.unimib.it/tacos/)will
keep updated information about the upcoming events.
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