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6.1. The Taboos    
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6.1.1 The Taboo words and topics 

Indians may feel insulted by the word pariah. (Mohammad, male, Malay, middle-level academic) 

pariah keeling

babi
lembu 

Let say, with Chinese, I would not say directly in front of them the words ‘babi’; this to avoid any hard 
feelings. Even though some of them may not consume pork, we know that some of them do eat pork, so it is 
their way. The same goes to Hindu’s. If I meet them, I will be careful not to mention ‘lembu’ because I know 
the cow is sacred to them.   
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babi
lembu

lembu

anjing 

babi khinzir kerbau pendek

babi
babi anjing

mati 

6.1.2 Object or animal  

lembu

Figurines may not be appropriate in some places, such as you putting figurines on the roadside, this is not 
proper… I tried to learn others’ culture…I love this… if we do not understand others culture, it is difficult to 
communicate. (Steven, male, Chinese, middle-level academic).  
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I can say a cat. For Chinese community, the funeral can be 5 to 7 days, the shortest is about 3 days, the 
problem will be when the neighbour has lots of cats, and nearby is a Chinese funeral, and they may feel 
offended because the cat is seen as the bad omen to their funeral process. (Steven, male, Chinese, middle-
level academic) 

Even me myself, I’m not keeping a dog at my home, because I understand that Muslims may not like this. 
Dog droppings are considered taboo for them.  

6.1.3 Dietary 

tempe
budu

babi

6.1.4 Religion  
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6.1.5 Summary 
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A.1. Listed below is a table of taboo words and topic that are sensitive to every ethnic group.  

sial

anjing

babi 

pariah 

Anak haram 

Anak sial 

lembu

bodoh 

biadap 

keling

syaitan

Mati


