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THE CATALYTIC REMOVALOF AMMONIAAND NITROGEN

OXIDES FROMSPACECABINATMOSPHERES

By A. J. Gully, R. R. Graham, J. E. Halligan,
and P. C. Bentsen

Chemical Engineering Department
Texas Tech University

1.0 SUMMARY

Investigations were made on methods for the removal of ammonia and to
a lesser extent nitrogen oxides in low concentrations from air. The cata-
lytic oxidation of ammonia was studied over a temperature range of 250°F
to 600°F and a concentration range from 20 ppm to 500 ppm. Of the catalysts
studied, 0.5% ruthenium supported on alumina was found to be superior. This
material is active at temperatures as low as 250°F and was found to produce
much less nitrous oxide than the other two active catalysts, platinum on
alumina and Hopcalite.

A quantitative design model was developed which will permit the per-
formance of an oxidizer to be calculated. The ruthenium was found to be
relatively insensitive to low concentrations of water and to oxygen con-
centration between 21% and 100%. Hydrogen sulfide was found to be a poison
when injected in relatively large quantities. The ruthenium catalyst was
found to have a very stable activity under normal operating conditions with
one charge having been used for several weeks without a loss in activity.

The adsorption of ammonia by copper sulfate treated silica gel was in-
vestigated at temperatures of 72°F and IO0°F. Ammonia feed concentrations
investigated ranged from 80 ppm to slightly over 500 ppm. A quantitative
model was developed for predicting adsorption bed behavior. Limited investi-
gation indicated that the treated silica gel could be thermally desorbed with
little loss of capacity.



2.0 INTRODUCTION

In a closed systemsuchas a spacecabin,the volumeof free atmosphere
per inhabitant is extremely small resulting in large increases in concentra-
tion of contaminantswith the addition of very small amountsof contaminant
gases. If the contaminantis metabolically produced(as is ammonia)then
very reliable systemsfor contaminantremovalmustbe included in the con-
taminantcontrol system. Therelease of nitrogen containing compoundsinto
the atmosphereof spacecabinsis an unavoidableoccurrenceeven thoughcon-
siderable effort is madeto control these compoundsat the source of the re-
lease. Oncethe nitrogenous compoundsare released into the atmosphereof
the spacecabin,their concentration must be controlled by the trace contam-
inant removalsystemin order to maintain a life supporting environment.
Thecontaminantof particular concern in this investigation is ammonia.Am-
moniaproduction rates are estimated to be as high as 1.2 x 10-4 Ib/hr. with-
in a 2000cubic foot cabin volume.

Twodifferent control methodswere evaluated in this investigation.
Thesemethodswere the catalytic oxidation of ammoniaand the adsorption of
ammoniaon treated silica gel. Theremovalof ammoniaby catalytic oxidation
to yield nitrogen andwater is theoretically a very attractive methodof
controlling this contaminantprovided no undersirable reaction products are
produced. Currently proposedtrace contaminantcontrol systemscontain a
catalytic burner throughwhich the cabin air is circulated. Theproducts of
ammoniaoxidation within the catalytic burner could include nitrogen dioxide
(NO2),nitrous oxide (N20), and/or nitric oxide (NO). Theparticular nitro-
gen oxides producedand their rates of production undoubtedlydependon the
type of catalyst usedandon the temperatureat which the oxidation is carried
out. For this reasonthe reaction rates and product distribution for the cat-
alytic oxidation of ammoniawereexplored over a rather wide rangeof operating
conditions andcatalytic materials.

Thesecondmethodof ammoniaremoval investigated, adsorption on copper
sulfate treated silica gel, is also attractive provided the capacity of the
solid for ammoniais sufficiently high and provided regeneration of the sat-
urated bed canbe maderapidly andwithout significant loss of capacity.

Theoxides of nitrogen and ammoniaare all undesirable contaminantsin
a life supporting atmosphere. Thepresenceof nitrogen dioxide in particular
mustbeminimized. Themaximumallowable concentration levels measuredat
one atmosphereand 72°F for continuous exposureto these materials are reported
(ref. I) as follows:

NH3 ........... 5.0 ppmby volume
N20 ........... 26.0 ppmby volume
NO ........... 26.0 ppmby volume
NO2 ........... 0.5 ppmby volume

2



2.1 Objectives

The objective of the work reported here was to investigate the removal
of ammonia and its oxidation products from spacecabin or other closed system
atmospheres• In order to pursue this objective, the following research and
development program was followed:

l • Analytical techniques were perfected which would permit the con-
venient and accurate quantitative analysis of mixtures of ammonia,
the nitrogen oxides and air.

2. Several noble metal and metal oxide catalysts were screened in order
to determine their activity for ammonia decomposition.

. The three most promising catalytic materials (ruthenium supported
on alumina, platinum supported on alumina, and Hopcalite) were
investigated for ammonia decomposition activity and product distri-
bution over a wide range of conditions.

. The ammonia oxidation data from Step 3 was correlated in order to
permit prediction of reactor performance under conditions expected
within the contaminant control system of a spacecabin.

. The adsorption of ammonia on copper sulfate impregnated silica gel
was investigated• A model was developed which would permit the
prediction of adsorber performance.

2.2 Research Outline

The search for an effective ammonia removal technique was pursued along
two fundamentally different routes; these were (a) catalytic oxidation at
elevated temperature, and (b) adsorption at ambient temperature. These two
efforts were carried out simultaneously and essentially independently.

From very early in the investigation it was known that the major problem
which would have to be overcome in order to make catalytic ammonia oxidation
a viable method for ammonia removal was to determine ways of minimizing the

production of nitrogen oxides• The two major manipulatable variables available
for controlling the nitrogen oxides production were catalyst type and oxida-
tion temperature• The experimental program then was to determine the general
characteristics of several potentially active catalysts and from these try
to pick two or three for more detailed study. Historically the most active
ammonia oxidation catalysts known were supported noble metal.

The optimization of reactor temperature is a crucial item. Higher
reaction temperatures tend to produce proportionally more nitrogen oxides,
particularly nitric oxide and nitrogen dioxide. Since nitric oxide is known
to be easily oxidized to nitrogen dioxide at lower temperatures, these two
oxides can be considered together. The other undersirable product, nitrous

3



oxide, is produced in most abundance at temperatures below those which yield
nitrogen dioxide. Thus the essential problem was to determine the rates of
ammonia removal and nitrogen oxides production over the temperature range
potentially available for use in a catalytic removal device.

In the ammonia adsorption phase of the project, the experimental pro-
gram was designed to provide a series of ammonia breakthrough curves at
constant temperature and humidity level. From these curves an isotherm could
be determined. Breakthrough curves would also supply the necessary information
for development of quantitative relationships for the design of an ammonia
adsorption system.

4



3.0 SYMBOLS
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= experimental constant in Langmuir equation (ft3/Ib)
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_.. t___,_ cat)= external area of catalyst per unit mass _u,,,-z_
= experimental constant in Langmuir equation (ft3/mol)
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= concentration of adsorbate in pore (mols/ft 3)
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= catalyst particle diameter (cm)

= constant in Arrhenius equation, activation energy (Btu/mol)
= effectiveness factor

= activation energy for ammonia reaction (Btu/Ib mol/°R)

= activation energy for N20 formation (Btu/Ib mol/°R)

= inlet flow rate (g mol/hr)

= superficial velocity (mol/hr/cm2)

= Thiele modulus, dimensionless
= bulk gas phase mass transfer coefficient (ft/hr)

= reaction rate constant

= mass transfer coefficient (g mol/hr/atm/cm 2)
= true first order rate constant

= ammonia reaction rate constant
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= N20 formation rate constant (g mol N20/hr/g cat/(ppm NH3)°.62)

= experimental rate constant

= molecular weight of diffusing species
= rate of mass transfer (g mol/hr/g cat)

= Reynolds number, dimensionless

= empirically determined reaction order
= partial pressure
= total pressure (atm)

= partial pressure in bulk phase (atm)

= partial pressure at gas solid interface (atm)

= vapor pressure of adsorbate, in. Hg

= bed radius, ft

= adsorption rate (mols gas/ft3 solid - hr)
= pore radius (cm)

= universal gas constant (Btu/mol °R)

= reaction rate

= N2 formation rate (g mol/hr/g cat)

= ammonia reaction rate (g mol/hr/g cat)

= N20 formation rate (g mol/hr/g cat)

= NO2 formation rate (g mol/hr/g cat)

= reaction rate in a porous catalyst when there is no internal
diffusion resistance (g mol/hr/g cat)

= external area of a single catalyst particle (cm 2)

= time (hr)
= absolute temperature (°R)
= gas phase superficial velocity (ft/hr)
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= pore volume per unit mass of catalyst (cm3/g cat)

= catalyst weight (g)
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= equilibrium surface concentration (mols/Ib)
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4.0 PERFORMANCEOF AN AMMONIAOXIDIZER

A major objective of the present study was to develop the data and
techniques necessary to design and predict the operating performance of a
catalytic oxidizer for ammonia. It was realized early in the project that
the variables of primary concern were catalyst type and operating tempera-
ture. The activity of catalytic materials for ammonia oxidation varies
greatly from material to material. The activity and product distribution
of a catalyst are strong functions of reaction temperature. In the follow-
ing sections the experimental behavior of ammonia over several catalysts is
presented.

4.1 Literature Survey

A considerable amount of information regarding the high temperature
oxidation of ammonia (above 450°C) is available due to the commercial signi-
ficance of this reaction in the manufacture of nitric acid (ref. 2). At a
temperature of 800°C ammonia can be oxidized almost exclusively to NO using
a platinum catalyst.

Much less information is available on the oxidation of ammonia at
temperatures below 450°C. Griffiths et al. (ref. 3) performed an infrared
study of the adsorption and oxidation of ammonia on silica-supported platinum
at temperatures up to 300°C. The authors operated with a 12:1 molar ratio of
oxygen to ammonia (total pressure I0 torr) which they state is the optimum
condition for a maximum N20 yield. Up to 178°C they observed the same spec-
tra for ammonia and oxygen as they did for ammonia alone. At 178°C and 191°C
they observed a doublet corresponding to gaseous N20. The appearance of NO
or NO2 was not reported. The appearance of N2 was not reported and it is
not known whether N2 would have been detectable with their apparatus.

Amano and Taylor (ref. 4) studied the decomposition of ammonia admixed
with N2 and H2 only over ruthenium, palladium, and rhodium catalysts supported
on alumina. Their temperatures ranged from 340°C and 400°C and the maximum
ammonia decomposition observed was 10%. Hydrogen was found to inhibit the
reaction over palladium and ruthenium while N2 was found to be without influ-
ence. An observed activation energy of 30 kcal/mol was reported.

Schriber and Parravano (ref. 5) investigated the kinetics of ammonia
oxidation over a 0.5% ruthenium catalyst supported on aluminum oxide using a
fixed bed recirculation reactor. Their investigation was conducted at six
temperatures in the range of 246°C-345°C and at total pressures ranging to 4
atm. The feed composition ranged from 5.3 to 16.5 mol percent ammonia with
approximately I0 mol percent 02 , 3 mol percent H20 , and helium as the diluent.
The authors found that the oxidation products were N2, H20, and N20. The
production of NO2 was not reported and it is questionable whether it could
have been detected.



Schriber and Parravano state that the relationship between N2, N20

and ammonia can be described by the following reaction scheme:

NH3+iN20 i H20

02 k_',,_2N2 + H20

k3

Under the experimental conditions described the authors found that k3 was
much less than k2 and that the oxidation could thus be represented by two
parallel reactions occurring on the ruthenium surface. External mass trans-
fer was not found to be a controlling factor in the kinetics of the reaction,
and the authors reasoned that pore diffusion could not be important since
the ruthenium metal was deposited on the exterior of the catalyst pellet.
The following empirical rate equations were derived from the experimental
data:

0.46 - 0.40

rN2 = (ko)N2 PNH3 P02 PH20 (4.1)

1.35 0.46 - 0.40

rN20 = (ko)N20 PNH3 P02 PH20 (4.2)

where
_0 = experimental rate constant= partial pressure
r = reaction rate

The apparent activation energies for the formation of N2 and N20 were found
experimentally to be 12,600 and 35,000 cal/mol respectively. The authors
were able to reconcile their experimental k^ values with theoretical values
calculated from absolute rate theory. To Umake this calculation they
assumed that the reaction involved imide (NH) and nitroxyl (HNO) surface
intermediates. These two surface compounds had been hypothesized in earlier
work (ref. 2).

The catalytic oxidation of NH3 by air over a promoted nickel oxide
catalyst was investigated by N. Giordano, et al. (ref. 6). In the temperature
range between 300° and 450°C, the reaction was reported to proceed mainly

to N2 and N20. As more sodium or lithium promotor was added both activity
and yield of nitrous oxide increased. Doping with trivalent ions tended to
depress both activity and yield of nitrous oxide.

The minimum N20 yield reported at 352°C was approximately 12% and was
obtained using NiO doped with 2% Fe203. However the reaction rate was also



relatively low as only 4%conversionof a 0.3 gmole/hr feed streamwasob-
tained using 0.85 g of catalyst. At 441°Cthe minimumN20yield wasapproxi-
mately17%using the samecatalyst and flow conditions. Thesodiumand
lithium dopedcatalysts gave50%to 95%yields of N20.

4.2 Modelling Techniques

Generally speaking, the two most common methods of correlating catalytic
reaction rate data are the overall fractional order rate expressions and the
Langmuir-Hinshelwood rate expressions. The Langmuir-Hinshelwood method at-
tempts to describe the overall reaction in terms of the elementary processes
that occur at or near the catalyst surface. The overall rate expressions, on
the other hand, neglect the elementary steps and rely instead on a simple rate
expression which contains empirical constants having little physical signifi-
cance. An often used overall rate expression is of the form

r = kc_ (4.3)
3

where r = reaction rate

c_ = concentration of component j
k_n = empirically determined constants.

In order to reflect the influence of temperature on the reaction rate, the
Arrhenius equation is used for the forward rate constant.

k = Ae-E/RT (4.4)

Kinetic data over a relatively wide range of temperature can usually be re-
presented by the use of this relationship.

A primary advantage of a rate expression of the form

r = Ae-E/RT Cn (4.5)

is that the effect of the two most important variables is correlated with a
minimum number of experimentally determined parameters. This fact is impor-
tant since the amount of kinetic data generally available is not sufficient
to confidently fit a complicated multi-parameter model.

All fluid solid catalytic reactions can be broken down into the follow-
ing series of steps which occur either in series or in parallel near the
catalyst surface:

lO

I. Transport of reactants from the bulk fluid phase to the fluid-solid
interface



2. Transport of reactants into the catalyst pores

3. Adsorptionof reactants on the catalyst surface

4. Surface reaction

5. Desorptionof products from the catalyst surface

6. Diffusion of products out of the catalyst pores

7. Transport of products back into the bulk fluid phase.

All of the abovelisted steps except 2 and3 occur in series. Steps2 and
3 occur in parallel becauseadsorption andreaction occur continually as
the reactants pass through the catalyst pores. Steps l and2 are of special
significance to this study andwill be discussedin moredetail. Steps 3
through 5 will be correlated by use of the previously discussedfractional
order rate expression.

4.2.1 External Diffusion. - In any catalysis study it is important to
ascertain whether or not the reaction rate is strongly influenced by the
rate of reactant diffusion to the catalyst surface. When reactant diffusion

to the catalyst surface is a rate limiting step then the true nature of the
catalytic reaction, including the reaction product distribution, can be mask-
ed if the effects of mass transport are not properly accounted for.

Fluid passing over the surface of a catalyst develops a boundary layer
external to the catalyst pellet in which the fluid velocity parallel to the
surface varies from zero, at the surface, to the bulk stream velocity over
a short distance. In the bulk stream, mixing is primarily by turbulent
transport, whereas in the boundary layer region transport is by molecular
diffusion. Mathematically, the rate of mass transfer from the bulk phase
to the catalyst surface can be described by the expression

N = k_ a(Pg-Pi). (4.6)

For reactions which are occurring at steady state the rate of mass transfer
is also equal to the rate of reaction; therefore

where N

k' =
f

a =

p =
g

Pi =

r = k_ a(Pg-Pi)

rate of mass transfer
mass transfer coefficient

external area of catalyst particle per unit mass
partial pressure in bulk phase

partial pressure at gas-solid interface.

(4.7)
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Themasstransfer coefficient is a function of the physical properties of
the compoundwhich is diffusing, as well as the nature of the flow around
the catalyst surface. Hougenand Wilkie (ref. 7) developedthe following corre-
lations of these variables for packedbeds:

JD k_ PT " 2/3 -o.41
- GM (_) = 0.989 (NRe) (4.8)

and

JD k_ PT ,p ,213 -o.51
- GM _-D-) = 1.82 (NRe) (4.9)

where NRe =

dp = diameter of catalyst particle

GM = superficial molar velocity

= viscosity of mixture

Mm = mean molecular weight

p = density of reaction mixture

D = diffusivity

JD = dimensionless mass transfer number.

Equation (4.8) is valid for Reynolds nun_Dersgreater than 350, while Equation
(4.9) is valid for lower values.

Using Equations (4.8) and (4.9) it is possible to estimate the value

of k_. Once k_ is determined and experimental rate data are available it is

possible to estimate the concentration gradient external to the catalyst

surface through the use of Equation (4.7). If the value of Pg-Pi in Equation
(4.7) is a small fraction of P then the resistance of the boundary layer can

g
be neglected. However if not, then the reactant partial pressure at the gas-
solid interface must be used in Equation (4.5).

4.2.2 Internal Diffusion. - For a given concentration driving force the
rate of surface adsorption in heterogeneous catalysis may be high in compari-
son with the rate of diffusion, resulting in concentration gradients down the
catalyst pores. For this reason the interior of a catalyst pellet may be
less effective than the exterior.

12



Diffusion in catalyst pores mayoccurby ordinary diffusion, Knudsen
diffusion, or surface diffusion. Ordinarydiffusion occurs if the size
of the pore is large with respect to the meanfree path of the molecules.
If the size of the pore is small in comparisonto the meanfree path, then
collisions with the pore walls becomeimportant. Mostcatalysts of indus-
trial significance havepore sizes such that Knudsendiffusion predominates
(ref. 8). The Knudsendiffusivity can becalculated from the expression

DK = 9.7 x 103 Rj '/M (4.10)

where DK = Knudsendiffusivity
R = pore radius
P

T = absolute temperature

M = molecular weight of diffusing species.

Surface diffusion occurs as a result of the limited mobility which adsorbed
molecules have. Considerably less is known about surface diffusion than

Knudsen and ordinary diffusion. Satterfield (ref. 9) states that surface dif-
fusion cannot be important unless very weak surface adsorption bonds are
formed.

The effect of pore diffusion on the apparent activation energy can be
important, especially at high temperatures. This is because the surface pro-
cesses (adsorption and surface reaction) increase in rate exponentially with
temperature while diffusion rates are not affected as greatly. Thus rate
measurements at high temperatures reflect diffusional resistances much more
than do low temperature measurements. Satterfield (ref. 9) states that the
effect of temperature on diffusion rates is equivalent to an activation energy
of l to 3 kcal/mol, and that the apparent activation energy when pore dif-
fusion is important will be approximately one-half that of the true activa-

Designating reff as the reaction rate in a porous catalyst when there is

no internal diffusion resistance, an effectiveness factor, Ef, can be defined
as

Ef - r (4.11)
reff

It can be seen from Equation (4.11) that the effectiveness factor is the ratio
of the observed reaction rate to the reaction rate which would be observed if

all the active catalyst surface were on the periphery of the catalyst particle.
The effectiveness factor can also be related to the Thiele modulus (ref. lO)

Ef - tanh (h) (4.12)h

13



wherethe Thiele modulus, h, is defined as

= 2 Vp F

where Vp = total volume of a single catalyst particle

SX = external area of a single catalyst particle

kI = true first order reaction rate constant

Vg = pore volume per unit mass of catalyst.

Using the above equations along with experimentally determined rates, a

simple trial and error procedure can be used to obtain Ef.

I. A value of Ef is assumed, and h is calculated from Equation (4.12)

2. Knowing Vp, SX, and Dk, kI is calculated from Equation (4.13)

3. A new Ef is calculated from

(4.13)

(kZ)ob s
Ef : kl

where (kl) obs - observed first order rate constant.

4. If the Ef calculated agrees with the Ef assumed, then the correct

value of Ef has been found. If it does not, Step l is repeated.

4.2.3 Limitations on Fractional Order Models. - Fractional order rate

expressions (as with all empirical expressions) must be used with extreme
caution outside of the range of the independent variables used in determining
the activation energy and concentration dependency. At higher reagent con-
centrations the value of n in Equation (4.3) is generally less than one.
Since most reactions approach a dependency of one as reagent concentration
goes to zero, it is recommended that the value of n be made one for extra-
polations of reaction rate at concentrations much below those used in ex-

perimentally determining n. This will almost surely result in predicted
reaction rates which are slower than physically occur and thus an over de-
signed reactor. However due to the uncertainty involved this conservative
approach is warranted.

14



4.3 Preliminary Screeningof Catalyst

During the first half of the project, ammoniaoxidation data was
obtained using thirteen different catalyst materials. Shownin Table 4.1
are the catalysts whichwere included in this preliminary screen matrix.
All of the materials tested showedsomeactivity for the removalof am-
monia; however,platinum, rutheniumand Hopcalite seemedmost promising
andwere selected for further detailed study. Eachof these materials
will be separately discussed later.

Both the fixed-bed reactor and the stirred-tank reactor were used
in the preliminary catalyst screening tests. In order to makea relative-
ly easily interpretable comparisonof the low temperatureammoniaoxida-
tion activity of these catalysts, a first order reaction rate approximation
wasused andthe resulting rate constantwasplotted versus reciprocal tem-
perature.

Although this proceduremaynot fully compensatefor concentration
effects, the proceduredoes permit the ranking of catalyst in terms of
their activity. Shownin Figure 4.1 are the results of the preliminary
screen tests. Thesetests weremadeusingair with less than 500 ppm
water. A high first order rate constant at a low temperatureis of
course the mostdesirable situation. Aspreviously mentionedruthenium,
Hopcalite, andplatinum appearto be the mostactive catalyst. Thetwo
cobalt containing catalysts (CoOgOlandNi 1601)were both relatively
active, howeverthey both tend to producea relatively large fraction of
highly undesirable nitrogen dioxide product. "Gatalyst", copper oxide, and
nickel oxide all wereconsiderably less active than the better materials.
The iron oxide, silver and manganese dioxide were not effective Showing
only a small amount of reaction at the highest temperatures used.

4.4 Experimental Data - Ruthenium Catalyst

4.4.1 Ammonia Removal Kinetics. - Using the backmix reactor system
it was possible to collect data from which the overall ammonia reaction
rate, N20 formation rate, and NO2 formation rate could easily be calculated.
Table 4.2 presents the raw data for reactor inlet and outlet compositions
at five temperatures from 240°F to 442°F. The ammonia concentration in the
reactor outlet varied between 13 and 16 ppm while the ammonia removal rate

varied from 16 X lO"B to 197 X lO-B gmole NHJhr/g catalyst between 242°F
and 442°F. The N20 formation rate was found to be approximately one order
of magnitude lower than the total ammonia removal rate while the NO2 forma-
tion rate was in most cases less than half the N20 rate.

Figures 4.2 and 4.3 show the total ammonia reaction rate versus bulk
concentration at five temperature levels. The curved lines through the
data on the figures were obtained by a linear least squares fit to the
three parameter equation

ENH3

In rNH3 In ANH3 + _ In ci - R--T--
(4.14)
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TABLE 4.1

CATALYSTS INCLUDED IN SCREENINGTESTS

CATALYSTMATERIAL COMPANYDESIGNATION SURFACEAREA m2/g

2% MnO2 supported on silica

0.3% Pd supported on high
activity alumina

0.5% Pt supported on alumina

0.5% Ru supported on alumina

4% nickel oxide, 4% cobalt
oxide, 4% iron oxide
supported on activated alumina

14% nickel oxide supported on
high activity alumina

10% CuO supported on high
activity alumina

19% MnO2 supported on
activated alumina

20% Fe203 supported on
activated alumina

3.5% Ag supported on inert
alumina

5% Cobalt oxide, 5% copper
oxide supported on activated
alumina

Not reported

Mixed oxides of Manganese
and copper

Harshaw Mn-0501 258

Harshaw Pd-0501 186

Englehard 0.5% Pt
supported on alumina

Englehard 0.5% Pt
supported on alumina

93

74

Harshaw Ni-1601 78

Harshaw Ni-0707 140

Harshaw Cu-0803 137

Harshaw Mn-0201 69

Harshaw Fe-0301 41

Harshaw Ag-OlOl 1

Harshaw Co-0901 59

General American
Transportation
"Gatalyst"

Mine Safety Appliance
"Hopcalite"

Not reported

156

16
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where
rNH3

ANH3

ENH3
R

T

ci

= ammonia reaction rate

= pre-exponential term in Arrhenius expression

= activation energy for ammonia reaction

= universal gas constant

= absolute temperature

= ammonia concentration at gas-solid interface

= reaction order.

The equation form used results in curves passing through the origin (as
would be expected theoretically); however, caution should be used in extra-
polation to concentrations outside of the data set. (See also Section 4.2.2).
Although the concentration on the absicissas of Figure 4.2 and 4.3 refer to
bulk ammonia concentration, interfacial values were used in determining the

constants ANH 3, ENH3, and _. The best values of ANH3, ENH3, and _ were found
by the least squares procedure to be

ANH 3 = 2.204 X lO-3

(gmole NH3)

(hr)(g cat)(ppm NH3)°.B9

Btu
ENH3 = lO,lO0 Ib mol

= 0.69

The average deviation between the predicted and experimental points of
Figures 4.2 and 4.3 was found to be 14.5%. Inherent in using an equation
such as (4.14) is the assumption that the order of the reaction does not
change over the temperature range of interest. This is believed to be a
reasonable assumption in view of the relatively low temperatures and short
temperature range involved in this investigation.

The rate expression and experimentally determined kinetic parameters
discussed above were used to predict the ammonia removal for an integral
reactor. The fixed bed reactor was then operated to provide experimental
integral reactor data to compare with the predicted ammonia removal. In
order to make the integral reactor calculations a numerical integration
program was utilized which included the effects of external diffusion as
discussed in Section 4.2.1.
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Thecomparisonof experimentaland calculated ammoniaremoval is shown
in Figures 4.4 and4.5 for reaction temperaturesof 300°Fand 400°F. The
agreementshownin these tests indicates that the performanceof an integral
reactor using rutheniumon aluminacatalyst can be predicted with confidence
from the kinetic constants given above.

4.4.2 Nitrous Oxide Production Kinetics. - Figures 4.6 through 4.9
show the rates of formation of N20 as a function of the bulk ammonia concen-
tration at five temperatures. The curved lines shown were obtained by a
linear least squares fit to the equation

EN20

rN20 = AN20 exp (- RT ) c_ (4.15)

where rN20 = N20 formation rate

AN20 = pre-exponential term in Arrhenius expression

EN20 = activation energy for N20 formation

B = reaction order.

The best values of AN2O, EN2O, and B were found to be

AN20 = 0.126

(gmol e N20 )

(hr)(g cat)(ppm NH3)° 7o

Btu

r&N20= 20,640 Ib mol

B = .70

The average deviation between the predicted and experimental points for N20
formation was found to be 30%. The low temperature point contributed the

largest amount to the average deviation due to the very small reaction rates
involved.
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Just as with the ammonia removal data, the nitrous oxide production for
an integral reactor was predicted based on the above kinetic constants. The
fixed bed reactor was used to generate experimental nitrous oxide production
data for comparison with the prediction. Shown in Figure 4.10 are the pre-
dicted and experimental nitrous oxide production for temperatures of 300°F
and 400°F. The experimental nitrous oxide yield was less at both temperatures
than the model prediction. Thus the model may be expected to predict more
nitrous oxide than will be actually experienced.

Since the ammonia concentration dependency (or reaction order) of both
the ammonia removal and nitrous oxide production are approximately the same,

the percentage conversion to N20 would not be dependent on ammonia concen-
tration. However since the activation energy for nitrous oxide production
is approximately twice that for ammonia removal, the percentage yield of
nitrous oxide rises rapidly with increased temperature.

4.4.3 Nitrogen Dioxide Production Kinetics. - Nitrogen dioxide pro-
duction rates were found to be a strong function of reaction temperature with
an activation energy of approximately 28,000 Btu/mole. At all temperatures
below 400°F the conversion to nitrogen dioxide was very small. At 400°F less
than 2% of the reacted ammonia was converted to nitrogen dioxide and at tem-
peratures of 300°F and below less than I% conversion of ammonia to nitrogen
dioxide was found.

4.4.4 Effect of Water. - The triangular data points on the 400°F data

of Figures 4.3 and 4.8 represent runs in which the inlet air stream to the
reactor was humidified to 0.7 mol percent H20 (23% relative humidity at
72°F) and fed to the reactor. As can be seen from the positions of the data
points in Figure 4.3, the overall NH3 removal rate is not significantly de-
pressed by the presence of H20 at this concentration. Referral to Figure,
4.8 shows that H20 also exhibits no inhibitory effect on N20 formation.
These facts are not in agreement with the findings of Schriber (ref. 5) who found

H20 to be a strong inhibitor as evidenced by his proposed rate equations

rN2 = (ko)N2 PNH3 P02TM PH20-0.40

and

= i. 35 0.46 - 40

rN20 (ko)N20 PNH3 POe PN20 o.

4.4.5 Effect of Oxygen. - The square data points of Figures 4.3 and 4.8

represent data taken with pure 02 substituted for air in the reactor inlet.
As can be seen from Figure 4.3, the additional 02 does not seem to have an
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effect on the overall ammoniaremovalrate. Referral to Figure 4.8 shows
that the rate of formation of N20appearsto be slightly increaseddue to
the added02. If the rate of Neand NO2 formation are unaffected, however,
the additional N20formation wouldnot be sufficient to causea noticeable
increase in the overall ammoniaremovalrate.

4.4.6 Internal Diffusion Effects. In order to ascertain whether or
not pore diffusion was a significant resistance, an effectiveness factor
was calculated using the simplified scheme presented by Smith (ref. 8) and ex-
plained in section 4.2.2. Using an approximate first order rate constant
of 5 gmole/hr/g cat. for the 400°F data and the catalyst properties supplied
by the manufacturer (Appendix A), an effectiveness factor of 83.5% was cal-
culated meaning that no significant concentration gradients would occur
within catalyst pellets.

Examination of a catalyst pellet that had been sliced in two (see
Figure 4.11) revealed a dark thin outer crust surrounding the inner alumina
support (white). It is believed that this thin outer layer contained all of
the ruthenium metal, thus lending support to the high calculated effectiveness
factor.

4.4.7 Effect of Hydrogen Sulfide. - Noble metal catalyst for many re-
actions are notoriously susceptible to poisoning by sulfur containing materials
particularily hydrogen sulfide. The ruthenium catalyst under study in this
project was exposed to relatively large concentrations of H2S for short periods
of time and then the ammonia oxidation activity of the catalyst was deter-
mined.

In order to obtain a basis for comparison, the unpoisoned catalyst was
tested in the integral reactor at 400°F with an inlet ammonia concentration
of 271 ppm and flow rate of 10.5 gmole air/hr. Using a 6,89 g sample of
catalyst the outlet ammonia concentration was 144 ppm. This point is shown
in Figure 4.5 by the symbol C) . As can be seen from the figure, the con-
version is in good agreement with the model predicted rate at this condition.
A 50 cc sample of reagent grade H2S was then injected into the feed stream to
the reactor over a three minute time interval. Since H2S is known to be
oxidized in the presence of many metals, an unknown amount of the material
could have been oxidized to sulfur or sulfur dioxide before reaching the
catalyst. The relatively high concentration of H2S was used in order to cause
at least some unoxidized material to reach the catalyst. Based on the inlet
flow rate the average inlet H2S concentration was about 350 ppm. The reactor
exit was sampled following the injection and the ammonia conversion was found
to have fallen from 46.9% for unpoisoned catalyst to 30.2%. This point is
indicated by the symbol (_) on Figure 4.5. A second 50 cc injection further
reduced the conversion to 28.4%. This point is indicated by the symbol (_)
on Figure 4.5. The two injections together caused a reduction in reaction
rate of approximately 50%.

Although exposure to hydrogen sulfide does significantly reduce oxida-
tion activity it does not entirely deactivate the catalyst even in relatively
large concentrations.
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4.4.8 Effect of External Mass Transfer. - In any catalytic reaction

study it is important to ascertain whether or not there are significant
concentration gradients between the bulk fluid and the catalyst surface.
If mass transfer to the catalyst surface is a major resistance, the appar-
ent activation energy which is measured will be lower than the intrinsic
activation energy when surface adsorption and reaction are the controlling
resistances.

Well established techniques are available for evaluating the importance
of external mass transfer in fixed beds as was discussed previously in
section 4.2.1. These methods were used directly in calculations involving

the integral reactor.

In the case of the stirred-tank reactor, the data were obtained at a
rotor speed of 550 r.p.m. This can be converted to a catalyst basket linear
velocity of 242 cm/sec. Because the gas inside the reactor could be swirl-
ing at an unknown rate in the direction of travel of the catalyst basket,
the difference in velocity between the gas and the catalyst baskets is un-
known. It is this velocity difference, which shall be designated the slip
velocity, which is important in estimating mass transfer coefficients for
use in predicting external concentration gradients.

If a slip velocity is assumed, and it is assumed that this slip velo-
city is analogous to the true gas velocity in the interstices of a packed
bed containing 30% voids, then the packed bed correlations can be used to
estimate external concentration gradients in the backmix reactor. The
following equation was used in the calculation:

k_ PT

GM (p-_D)2/3 : 1.82 (NRe)-°.Sl
(4.16)

where

NRe - IJ
dp GM

By assuming a slip velocity, GM can be calculated thus making it possible

to calculate k' the mass transfer coefficient. Since at steady state the
f,

rate of mass transfer through the external boundary layer is equal to the
rate of reaction, the following equation can be used to calculate the con-
centration gradient:

r --k_ a(Pg-Pi) = k'f a PT(Cg-Ci) (4.17)
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where PT = total pressure

Cg = bulk concentration

ci = Concentration at gas-solid interface.

Knowing the bulk concentration enables one to calculate the interfacial con-
centration. Knowing the interfacial concentrations and the experimentally
determined reaction rates, it is possible to obtain kinetic correlations
which exclude bulk transport effects. This is what was done in the develop-
ment of Equations (4.14) and (4.15). In obtaining these equations the slip
velocity was taken to be equal to the basket velocity (242 cm/sec), thus

allowing values of ci to be calculated. Values of ci, rN2O, and rNH3 were

then fit by the least squares procedure to Equations (4.14) and (4.15),
Table 4.3 shows some typical results of the external mass transfer calcu-
lations which were made using the 242 cm/sec velocity. As can be seen from
this table the external concentration gradient is negligible at 242°F but
increases to a moderate level at 400 and 442°F. The slip factor has very
little influence on the calculated value of either the activation energy
or the reaction order. The calculated pre-exponential factor decreases
with a decreased slip factor. These observations indicate that the activa-
tion energy for the lumped ammonia adsorption and reaction step is truly
low (5610 cal/gmole), and is not seriously affected by the temperature de-
pendency of the bulk transport step should the slip factor in actuality be
less than one. If the slip factor is in actuality lower than the assumed
value of l.O, then the implication is that the proposed Equations (4.14)
and (4.15) would predict rates which are low. Thus, a reactor which was
operated with absolutely no external mass transfer resistance would show
ammonia reaction rates and N20 formation rates higher than those predicted
by Equations (4.14) and (4.15).

The equations developed using the above mentioned procedure were
verified with the results from the integral reactor. The Reynolds number
in the integral reactor were typically about 35 which results in ammonia
mass transfer coefficients of 1.15 to 1.20 gmole/hr/cm2/atm.

Low intrinsic activation energies for other oxidation reactions have
been reported in the literature. Johns (ref. ll) in an article on the oxidation

of trace amounts of CH4 at 500 to 600°F presents data from which an activa-
tion energy of 7,250 cal/gmole can be calculated. Satterfield (ref. 9) cites
research on the oxidation of benzene in which an activation energy of
2,000 cal/gmole was obtained. In view of these facts, the activation
energy reported in this work is not unreasonable.
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4.5 Experimental Data- Platinum Catalyst

During the early screening of catalyst, supported platinum was found to
be relatively active for ammonia oxidation (see Figure 4.1). The catalyst
used and some of its properties are shown in Table 4.1 and Appendix A. In
order to compare the ammonia oxidation characteristics of this 0.5% platinum
to the previously studied ruthenium catalyst, 25 experimental runs were made
using the fixed bed integral reactor. The results of these runs are shown
in Figure 4.12 along with the calculated results using the ruthenium model.
As may be seen the ammonia oxidation rate at 400°F is essentially the same
with platinum as with ruthenium. Humidifying the air to 23% relative humidi-
ty at 72°F may have resulted in some small increase in the reaction rate.

The product distribution from platinum is definitely different than
from ruthenium. Shown in Figure 4.13 is the exit nitrous oxide concentra-
tion versus inlet ammonia concentration for the integral reactor runs. For
comparison the ruthenium model predicted nitrous oxide concentration is
shown. The rate of nitrous oxide production using the platinum catalyst is
two to three times greater than for ruthenium (see Figure 4.10 for a com-
parison).

These results indicate that although platinum may be more tolerant of
humidity, its tendency to produce excessive nitrous oxide makes it a infer-
ior catalyst to ruthenium for spacecabin applications.

4.6 Experimental Data - Hopcalite Catalyst

Of the catalyst investigated Hopcalite (see Appendix A and Table 4.1)
was the only non-noble metal catalyst that showed promise. This catalyst
is reported by the manufacturer to consist of mixed oxides of maganese and
copper. Considerable oxidation data has been obtained for the Hopcalite
catalyst at temperatures between 121 and 352°C with the air flow rate vary-
ing between 6.3 and 12.6 moles/hr. A summary of the data collected is
given in Tables 4.4 and 4.5.

4.6.1 Theoretical Development. - During preliminary evaluation of the
Hopcalite catalyst isothermal plots of ammonia removal rates as a function
of average ammonia concentration appeared linear which suggested that the
reaction is first order with respect to ammonia concentration.

To determine the validity of this assumption an Arrhenius plot was
constructed from the data given in Table 4.4. The assumption of first order
kinetics leads to the rate equation

F
r = KCave = _ (cl-c2) (4.18)
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TABLE4.4

EXPERIMENTALDATAHOPCALITE

RUN# AIR FLOW TEMP PPMNH3
HOPCALITE G-MOLE/HR °F IN OUT

PPM NO2
OUT

PPM N20
OUT

12/22/70-I
12/22/70-2
12/28/70-l
12/28/70-2
12/29/70-l
9/ 1/70-3
9/ 1/70-4
9/ 2/70-I
2/26/71-1
3/ 1/71-I
3/ 8/71-I
3/I2/71-l
3/17/71-I
3/19/71-I
3/22/71-I
3/23/71-I
3/24/71-I
3/26/71-I
3/29/71-I
3/29/71-2
3/31/71-I
3/31/71-2
4/ 7/71-I
4/ 9/71-I
I0/13/70-I
12/31/70-I
I/ 4/71-I
I/ 7/71-I
I/ 7/71-2
I/ 8/71-I
I/ 8/71-2
I/ll/70-1
1/ll/70-2
9/ 2/70-2
9/ 1/70-I
9/ 1/70-2
I0/21/70-I
I0/22/70-I
10/22/70-2
9/ 3/70-I
I0/23/70-I
I0/28/70-I

12.1
7.7
7.6
12.3
12.6
7.4
7.4
6.8
I0.4
I0.5
I0.5
I0.5
I0,4
I0.4
I0.4
I0.4
I0.4
10.4
I0.5
10.5
I0.4
I0.4
I0.4
I0.4
I0.5
I0.4
I0.4
10.7
I0.7
I0.7
I0.9
9.5
9.3
6.8

10.3
I0.3
I0.7
I0.7
I0.7
6.4
I0.5
I0.7

287 62 38
292 168 77
291 184 92
290 l18 79
292 94 70
300 252 126
300 168 93
300 173 lO0
305 151 88
305 152 90
305 176 ll7
305 164 lOl
305 159 98
305 179 If2
303 189 I04
305 140 93
300 138 94
305 152 97
302 149 94
305 194 120
302 I12 70
302 91 55
304 156 98
304 151 88
310 llO 76
322 146 79
320 142 80
323 141 84
325 94 59
324 90 56
325 58 28
327 121 68
325 170 97
350 171 49
380 245 112
380 ll8 54
371 I14 49
371 61 40
371 I16 71
393 104 25
405 136 99
400 88 26

0.2
0.2
0.2
0.2
0.2
0.5
NA
NA
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.2
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
NA
NA
NA
0.0
0.4
0.5
0.2
O.l
0.0
0.2
NA
0.4
NA
NA
NA
NA
0.0
NA
NA

20.2
II.3
12.3
4.9
2.8
NA
NA
14.0
NA
9.2
NA
6.3
6.5
8.5
7.9
7.3
7.6
7.3
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
l.O
NA

NA
7.1
5.2
4.3
3.4
6.0
I0.2
27.0
NA
NA
lO.O
8.0
NA
35.0
20.0
NA
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TABLE 4.4 ..... continued

RUN # AIR FLOW
HOPCALITE G-MOL/HR

TEMP PPM NH3
OF IN OUT

PPM NO2
OUT

PPM N20
OUT

I0/28/70-2 10.7
I0/29/70-I I0.7
11/ 4/70-i 10.7
9/ 3/70-3 6.5
9/ 3/70-4 6.5
8/31/70-I 6.3
9/ 3/70-2 6.7
ll/ 7/70-I I0.5
9/ 3/70-5 6.4
11/10/70-1 10.4
ll/ll/70-1 I0.2
ll/ll/70-2 7.4
II/13/70-1 7.3
II/13/70-2 7.3
11/14/70-I 13.1
11/18/70-I 9.0
11/20/70-I 7.6
9/29/70-I 12.0
4/14/71-I* 9.4
4/19/71-I* 9.0

425 144 39
430 130 66
445 ll4 36
450 305 33
450 169 19
460 273 8
461 259 18
475 139 69
500 218 21
502 118 17
520 Ill 17
520 166 4
523 152 6
523 166 19
520 95 14
515 229 42
524 262 21
665 118 5
300 5& 50
305 137 106

NA
NA
0.0
0.0
NA
1.5
1.8
0.2
5.0
4.0
6.2

I0.0
9.6
9.6
4.8
4.3
7.8
31.2
NA
NA

NA
NA
25.0
109.0
54.0
NA
80.5
33.0
NA
34.9
33.0
49.2
51.0
51.0
NA
NA
89.9
11.0
l.O
3.0
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TABLE4.5

EXPERIMENTALDATATIME DEPENDENCY OF HOPCALITE REACTION RATE

RUN #
HOPCALITE

AIR FLOW TEMP PPM NH3 PPM NO2 PPM N20
G-MOL/HR °F IN OUT OUT OUT

2/I7/71-I
2/17/71-2
2/I9/71-I
2/20/71-I
2/22/71-I
2/24/71-l
2/26/71-I
3/ 1/71-1
3/ 8/71-I
3/I2/71-l
3/17/71-I
3/19/71-I
3/22/71-I
3/23/71-I
3/24/71-I
3/26/71-I
3/29/71-I
3/29/71-2
3/31/71-I
3/31/71-2
4/ 7/71-I
4/ 9/71-I

I0.5 303 179 6 0.0
I0.3 306 157 49 O.l
I0.5 306 135 48 0.0
I0.5 303 171 75 0.0
I0.6 303 175 88 0.4
I0.5 304 160 69 0.0
10.4 305 151 88 0.0
I0.5 305 152 90 0.0
I0.5 305 176 ll7 0.0
I0.5 305 164 lOl 0.0
I0.4 305 159 98 0.0
I0.4 305 179 ll2 0.0
I0.4 303 189 I04 0.0
I0.4 305 140 93 0.0
I0.4 300 138 94 0.0
I0.4 305 152 97 0.2
I0.5 302 149 94 0.0
I0.5 302 194 120 0.0
I0.4 302 I12 70 0.0
I0.4 302 91 55 0.0
10.4 304 156 98 0.0
I0.4 304 151 88 I_A

20.3
II.4
II.3
II.3
lO.l
NA
NA
9.2
NA
6.3
6.5
8.5
7.9
7.3
7.6
7.3
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA
NA

Catalyst Weight 6.604 grams
*NA not available
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where r = ammoniaremovalrate
Cave = averageammoniaconcentration

K = reaction rate constant

cl = ammonia inlet concentration, ppm
c2 = ammonia exit concentration, ppm
F = air flow rate moles/hr

W = catalyst weight, grams

If a material balance is made on a fixed bed plug flow reactor, the follow-
ing equation is obtained

FcI - Fc 2 = Kc (4.19)

but the exit concentration can be expressed as a function of the inlet concen-
tration

dc I

C2 : C1 + dT (4.20)

If this is substituted into Equation (4.19) and simplified, equation (4o21)
results

dc

F_-ff= Kc

This can be integrated through the bed from ci to c2 obtaining:

cl KW

In _-_2= T

This can now be equated to EquatiOn (4.18) and the average concentration
obtained as

CI-C 2

Cave - In cl/c2

Substituting Equation (4.23) for Cave in Equation (4.18) gives

(4.21)

(4.22)

(4.23)

WK _ In Cl/C"F-- 2 (4.24)
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Thereaction rate is proportional to the concentration of the reactant
at the surface of the catalyst. This arises since the reaction takes place
on the surface of the catalyst, but the surface concentration is controlled
by the rate of masstransfer of the reactant to the particle surface

r = Kact cs = kg A(c B - Cs)

where
Kact = intrinsic rate constant

kg = mass transfer coefficient

cB = bulk ammonia concentration

cS = ammonia concentration on the catalyst surface

A = catalyst surface area.

Equation (4.25)can be solved for the ammonia surface concentration

(4.25)

The design equation is

Substitute for cS

kg A cB

Cs = (Kact + kg A)
(4.26)

(4.27)

1

Rearrangement gives

d cB

kg Ac B A-1Kact+kg

act+kg _-]=_-_ _-_ In c2C--1-1
(4.28)

In m _

CI

C2

W Kact k9 A

F (Kact + kg A)
(4.29)
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Equation (4.22) provides an opportunity to calculate K or Kobs from the
kinetic data. This value can be usedto calculate the intrinsic rate constant,
Kact, if Equations(4.29) and (4.22) are equatedwhich results in

Kact kgA
Kobs= (Kact + kg A) (4.30)

Equation (4.30) maybe rearrangedto

kl--gA K°bsos___Kact = A - K_-b-'
(4.31)

By using (4.31) the intrinsic rate constant may be calculated from the mass
transfer coefficient and the observed rate constant which is calculated from

Equation (4.22). The results of these calculations are shown in Tables 4.6
and 4.7.

The Arrhenius equation relates the effect of temperature on the intrinsic
rate constant and is given by

Kact = A exp(-E/RT) (4.32)

where A = preexponential constant
E = activation energy
R = universal gas constant
T = temperature °K .

A plot of In Kact vs I/T will result in a straight line for first order

kinetic reactions. The slope of this line is equal to -E/R. The Arrehenius
plot for the data given in Table 4.4 is shown in Figure 4.14. The line in-
dicated on the plot was obtained from a least squares fit of the data and
represents an activation energy of 5900 cal/gmole. The value of the preexponen-
tial constant is 924.4. The first order rate equation can now be expressed as
a function of both temperature and ammonia concentration

r = 924.4 exp(-5900/RT) CNH 3
(4.33)
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4.6.2 The Effect of Time on Catalyst Activi_. - It was frequently ob-
served that immediately after replacement of the Hopcalite catalyst with a
new charge, the catalyst activity appeared greater than normal. In order
to investigate the phenomena a charge of 6.0039 grams of Hopcalite catalyst
was allowed to operate continuously for 1222 hours at 151°C and I0.5 gmoles
air/hr. The results of this test are given in Tables 4.5, 4.7, and 4.8. As
suspected they show a significantly higher activity during the first 200 hours
of the catalyst utilization. This fact is further depicted in Figure 4.15
where the observed rate constant is plotted as a function of time. In order
to avoid this effect all data presented in Table 4.4 were obtained after at
least 200 hours of operation.

4.6.3 Performance Data. - Hopcalite catalyst appears to be as effec-
tive as any of the ammonia oxidation catalyst tested. The rate of ammonia
oxidation is comparable with both ruthenium and platinum. Figures 4.16,
4.17, 4.18, and 4.19 show the performance of the Hopcalite catalyst at 142°C,
151°C, 162°C, and 191°C, respectively. These figures indicate the exit ammonia
concentration as a function of inlet concentration for a catalyst bed con-
taining six grams of Hopcalite. Also shown is the predicted results for am-
monia oxidation over ruthenium catalyst at identical conditions. Because of
the linearity of the Hopcalite reaction (first order kinetics) the effective-
ness of the Hopcalite catalyst is slightly better at concentrations greater
than 80 ppm in the inlet stream. Unfortunately the product distribution for
the Hopcalite is not as favorable as for the ruthenium. Figures 4.20 and
4.21 clearly indicate the greater N20 production for the Hopcalite catalyst
in comparison to the model prediction for the ruthenium catalyst operating at
identical conditions.

The distribution of the nitrogen oxides as a function of temperature is
shown in Figure 4.22. As indicated the conversion of ammonia to nitrogen
dioxide increases with temperature. Conversely the conversion of ammonia to
nitrous oxide maximizes at intermediate temperatures. This may lead to er-
roneous supposition that N20 is a precursor of NO2 in the reactors. Under the
comparable conditionsno nitrogen dioxide was formed when nitrous oxide was
substituted for ammonia in the inlet to the reactor.

4.6.4 The Effect of Water Vapor on Hopcalite Activity. - To determine
the effect of water vapor on the activity of Hopcalite catalyst, data was ob-
tained at 300°F using humidified air. The air was humidified to 23% relative
humidity at 72°F. The results of this work are presented in Figure 4.23. From
the data collected on humidified operation it is apparent that water vapor de-
pressed the ammonia removal rate by approximately 50% for Hopcalite catalyst
at 300°F.
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TABLE 4.6

REACTION RATE CONSTANTS-HOPCALITE

RUN #
HOPCALITE K°bs Kact

I/T °K X I03

12/22/70-I 0.976 1.045
12/22/70-2 0.959 1.037
12/28/70-I 0.841 0.900
12/28/70-2 0.799 0.844
12/29/70-I 0.618 0.644
9/ 1/70-3 0.847 0.907
9/ 1/70-4 0.724 0.768
9/ 2/70-I 0.621 0.654
2/26/71-I 0.945 l.Ol2
3/ 1/71-1 0.924 0.988
3/ 8/71-I 0.714 0.752
3/12/71-I 0.847 0.900
3/17/71-I 0.837 0.889
3/19/71-I 0.804 0.852
3/22/71-I 1.022 l.lOl
3/23/71-I 0.703 0.739
3/24/71-I 0.675 0.709
3/26/71-I 0.778 0.823
3/29/71-I 0.804 0.851
3/29/71-2 0.830 0.882
3/31/71-I 0.809 0.858
3/31/71-2 0.865 0.920
4/ 7/71-I 0.808 0.857
4/ 9/71-I 0.926 0.990
I0/13/70-I 0.648 0.678
12/31/70-I l.Ol5 1.072
1/ 4/71-I 0.948 l.Ol5
1/ 7/71-I 0.890 0.948
I/ 7/71-2 0.804 0.851
I/ 8/71-I 0.804 0.851
1/ 8/71-2 1.263 1.382
I/ll/70-1 0.888 0.948
I/]I/70-2 0.845 0.900
9/ 2/70-2 1.419 1.594
9/ 1/70-1 1.340 1.473
9/ 1/70-2 1.351 1.486
I0/21/70-1 1.504 1.672
I0/22/70-I 0.775 0.795
10/22/70-2 0.874 0.928
9/ 3/70-I 1.537 1.743
]0/23/70-I 0.564 0.586
10/28/70-I 2.171 2.531

2.410
2.394
2.397
2.400
2.394
2.368
2.368
2.368
2.353
2.353
2.353
2.353
2.353
2.353
2.359
2.353
2 368
2 353
2 362
2 362
2 362
2 362
2 356
2 356
2.338
2.302
2.308
2.299
2.293
2.296
2.293
2.287
2.293
2.222
2.143
2.143
2.166
2.166
2.166
2.110
2.081
2.093
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TABLE4.6 ..... continued

RUN#
HOPCALITE

Kobs Kact 1/T °K X 103

I0/28/70-2
I0/29/70-I
II/ 4/70-I
9/ 3/70-3
9/ 3/70-4
8/31/70-I
9/ 3/70-2
ll/ 7/70-I
9/ 3/70-5

11/10/70-1
II/II/70-I
II/II/70-2
II/13/70-I
II/13/70-2
ll/14/70-1
ll/18/70-1
II/20/70-I
9/29/70-I

1.925
1.207
2.063
2.410
2.349
3.764
2.985
l.210
2.514
3.333
3.237
4.652
3.878
2.619
4.227
2.563
3.227
6.296

2.200
1.308
2.377
2.933
2.843
5.222
3.816
1.310
3.072
4.215
4.060
6.855
5.298
3.198
5.587
3.079
4.140
9.701

2.034
2.022
l.989
!.978
l.978
l.957
l.954
l.925
1.875
l.871
l.837
I.837
l.831
l.831
l.837
1.846
l.829
I.600
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TABLE4.7

EXPERIMENTALDATATIMEDEPENDENCYOFHOPCALITEREACTIONRATE

RUN#
HOPCALITE

Kobs Kact I/T °K X 103

2/17/71-I
2/17/71-2
2/19/71-I
2/20/71-I
2/22/71-I
2/24/71-I
2/26/71-I
3/ 1/71-1
3/ 8/71-I
3/12/71-I
3/17/71-I
3/19/71-I
3/22/71-l
3/23/71-I
3/24/71-I
3/26/71-I
3/29/71-I
3/29/71-2
3/31/71-I
3/31/71-2
4/ 7/71-I
4/ 9/71-I

5.785
2.002
l .811
l .436
l. 221
l .462
0.945
0.924
0.714
0.847
0.837
0.804
l .022
0.703
O.675
0.778
0.804
O.830
O.809
O.865
0.808
0.926

9.707
2.32
2.072
l .595
I. 34
I. 628
l .012
0 988
0 752
0 900
0 889
0 852
l lOl
0 739
0 709
0 823
0.851
0.882
0.858
0.920
0.857
0.990

2.359
2.350
2.350
2.359
2.359
2.356
2.353
2.353
2.353
2.353
2.353
2.353
2.359
2.353
2.368
2.353
2.362
2.362
2.362
2.362
2.356
2.356
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RUN#
HOPCALITE

TABLE4.8

TIMEDEPENDENCYOFHOPCALITECATALYST
ACTIVITY

ELAPSEDTIME NH3 REMOVALRATE*
HOURS X IOs

Kobs Kact

2/17/71-I 0 30.!6 5.78
2/17/71-2 8 18.54 2.00
2/19/71-I 48 15.26 1.81
2/20/71-I 67 16.75 1.44
2/22/71-I ll9 15.45 1.22
2/24/71-I 166 15.87 1.46
2/26/71-I 214 ll.02 0.946
3/ 1/71-1 286 I0.94 0.925
3/ 8/71-I 455 I0.32 0.715
3/12/71-I 551 I0.98 0.847
3/17/71-1 672 I0.55 0.837
3/19/71-I 720 II.49 0.804
3/22/71-I 788 14.57 1.02
3/23/71-I 814 8.09 0.704
3/24/71-I 839 7.72 0.676
3/26/71-1 886 9.56 0.779
3/29/71-I 958 9.62 0.804
3/29/71-2 960 12.81 0.831
3/31/71-I I006 7.22 0.810
3/31/71-2 I008 6.20 0.865
4/ 7/71-1 I176 I0.09 0.808
4/ 9/71-I 1222 I0.08 0.926

9.71
2.33
2.07
l .60
l .33
l .63
l .Ol
0.99
0.75
0.90
O.89
0.85
l.l
0.74
0.71
0.82
0.85
0.88
0.86
0.92
0.86
0.99
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4.7 Estimated Performance of Catalytic Oxidation System

In this section information will be presented for estimating the per-
formance of a fixed bed oxidizer using ruthenium catalyst. This catalyst
has been shown to be the best one investigated with respect to low nitro-
gen oxides production.

The most critical variable in determining the performance of a given
reactor is the temperature. In order to minimize the formation of nitrous
oxide, the temperature in the reactor should be as low as is consistent with

an acceptable ammonia removal rate. This temperature will probably be less
than 300°F for normal operation.

The bed geometry does not influence the conversion so long as the
Reynolds number is kept above about 35. Thus, pressure drop and mechanical
considerations will determine the shape of the bed.

The amount of catalyst per mole of inlet air required will depend on
the inlet ammonia concentration, the desired ammonia outlet concentration,
the operating temperature, and the presence of poisons in the feed. Figure
4.24 has been prepared to show graphically the relationship between inlet
and outlet concentration at various reactor temperatures. This figure can
be used to calculate the catalyst required to treat any inlet ammonia con-
centration between about lO ppm and lO0 ppm. For example, at 250°F with
an inlet ammonia concentration of 50 ppm 2.6 g of catalyst would be required
per gmole air/hr of feed in order to reduce the outlet concentration to

lO ppm. At a temperature of 300°F 1.55 g of catalyst would be required to
reduce a 50 ppm inlet to a lO ppm exit at a flow rate of l gmole air/hr.
For a larger flow rate, the catalyst charge would be multiplied by the
flow rate in gmole per hour to get the required catalyst charge. (Note
again that the particle Reynolds number should be above 35 to keep mass
transfer resistances small).

The concentration of nitrous oxide in the reactor exit may be esti-
mated by the use of Figure 4.25. The nitrous oxide concentration at the
inlet ammonia concentration is subtracted from the nitrous oxide concen-
tration at the exit ammonia concentration and the result is the exit con-

centration of nitrous oxide. For example, at 300°F if the inlet ammonia
concentration is 50 ppm and the exit ammonia concentration is lO ppm then
the exit nitrous oxide concentration is 2.4 ppm.

In the contaminant control system it is very important that ammonia
not be subjected to temperatures above about 400°F since large amounts of
nitrous oxide and/or nitrogen dioxide can result. This means that the feed
to a catalytic oxidizer used for methane oxidation and operating at 600°F
to 650°F should be pretreated to remove the ammonia. This pretreatment
could be a reactor operating at 250°F to 350°F and packed with ruthenium.
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5.0 EXPERIMENTALSYSTEMSFOR AMMONIAOXIDATION

In order to carry out the experimental portions of the ammonia oxida-
tion studies two reaction systems were utilized. These systems, one a
backmix (or stirred-tank) reactor and the other a fixed-bed reactor, are
separately discussed below. The two different systems were selected in
order to take advantage of the complementing features of having both dif-
ferential and integral type reaction rate data available for analysis.

5.1 Backmix Reaction System

A schematic diagram of the backmix reactor system is shown in Figure
5.1. Air from a compressed air cylinder passes through a I/4 in. stain-
less steel line and into a vertical glass tube containing CaSO4 dessicant.
From this point the air flows through a Hastings model LF 3K mass flow-
meter transducer. The transducer is connected to a meter which provides
a visual display of the air flow rate to the reactor. After passing through
the Hastings meter the air passes through a I/4 in. Whitey needle valve,
mixes with a small stream of ammonia, and is fed into the reactor. Air
flow out of the reactor occurs through leaks around the reactor end plates
and around the agitator shaft.

Gaseous ammonia is fed to the reactor from a cylinder containing liquid
ammonia. Ammonia vaporized from the cylinder passes through a pressure re-
gulator and into a I/4 in. stainless steel line which contains a I/4 in.
Whitey needle valve and connects to a high resistance tube. The resistance
tube consists of a 3/8 in. O.D. glass tube packed with crushed glass to pro-
vide high resistance to flow.

A detailed schematic of the backmix reactor is shown in Figure 5.2.
The reactor consists of a 4-I/2 in. diameter cylindrical shell, 15 in. in
length with circular plates at each end. A shaft, which holds the catalyst
baskets and agitator blades, extends through the centerline of the reactor.
Thermowells and sample ports are located in both end plates. The reactor
housing, end plates, agitator shaft, and agitator blades are all constructed
of stainless steel. The outside of the reactor housing is wrapped with
electrical resistance heaters which are connected to a variable voltage
transformer. The outside of the reactor and both end plates are insulated
to minimize heat losses. The temperature within the reactor is monitored
with a bare iron-constantan thermocouple which is mounted in the end plate
thermowell and connected to a Honeywell Electronik 15 recorder. With this
arrangement the temperature can be monitored and controlled anywhere be-
tween ambient temperature and 900°F. The agitator shaft is driven by a
variable speed Minarik model SLI4 electric motor which is mounted on a
wooden support which aligns the motor shaft and the agitator shaft.

The manner in which the catalyst pellets were stacked in the catalyst
baskets was of concern. The catalyst pellets were cylindrical in shape with
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a length and diameter of 1/8 in. The first baskets which were made had the

catalyst stacked one behind the other approximately eight layers deep in the
direction of rotation. It was suspected for this arrangement that the rear
pellets were shielded from the gas bythe front pellets thereby reducing the
effectiveness of the catalyst charge. In order to have adequate exposure
of all the catalyst pellets to the gas, it was necessary to have the catalyst
spread out so that resistance to flow through the catalyst region was mini-
mized. This was accomplished using the baskets pictured in Figure 5.3. The
baskets were made from a flexible steel wire mesh.

Another area of concern was the degree of mixing within the reactor.
In order for a backmix type reactor to provide meaningful data it is essential
that there be no concentration gradients within the reactor. In order to
check this, runs were made in which samples were taken from both ends of the
reactor. Good agreement was obtained, at least within the accuracy of the
analysis, indicating that the mixing was good. As another check on mixing,
the temperature at both ends of the reactor was monitored. Here again good
agreement was obtained.

The fact that the reactor itself was not catalyzing the reaction was
established. With no catalyst in the reactor, samples were taken from the
inlet feed line sample port and reactor end plate sample ports. Good agree-
ment was obtained at temperatures as high as 450°F. At temperatures of 600°F
and higher, however, some background oxidation of ammonia to nitrogen dioxide
was noticed.

5.1.1 Operational Principle. - The backmix reactor is operated in a
steady state manner in order to take advantage of its differential nature.
The backmix (or stirred-tank) reactor has a significant experimental advant-
age over the more conventional gas-solid catalytic reactors such as the fixed
bed reactor, in that reaction rates as a function of concentration are direct-

ly calculable. This can be seen by considering the continuous feed backmix
reactor shown in Figure 5.4.

Fi _ F°CAi CAo

Figure 5.4 - Backmix Reactor Schematic
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where Fi

A steady state material balance on component A yields

_CAi - FoCAo + rA = 0

= total molar flow rate in

F° = total molar flow rate out

CAi = inlet concentration of A

CAo = outlet concentration of A

rA = reaction rate of A.

(5.1)

If the difference in inlet and outlet molar flow rates is zero or negligi-

ble, then Equation (5.1) can be rewritten

rA = Fi(CAo-CAi) • (5.2)

If a compound B is being produced by the reaction and no B is present in
the inlet to the reactor, then the following holds:

rB = _CBo (5.3)

where CBo = outlet concentration of B

rB = production rate of B.

If the mixing in the reactor is good, it is apparent that the composition

of the outlet, Fo, will be identical to that of the reactor contents. Thus

the reaction occurs at the constant outlet concentrations CAo and CBo.

Relating Equations (5.2) and (5.3) to the specific case of ammonia
oxidation and nitrogen oxides formation, the following can be written:

rNH3 = Fi(CNH3i_CNH3o) (5.4)

rN20 = _CN20 (5.5)

(5.6)
rN02 = FiCNo2

= inlet ammonia concentration

= outlet ammonia concentration

where CNH3i

CNH3o
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CN20 = outlet N20 concentration

cNOz = outlet NO2 concentration

rNH3 = ammonia disappearance rate

rN20 = N20 formation rate

rNO_ = NO2 formation rate.

5.1.2 Experimental Procedure

Prior to making each run the reactor temperature was adjusted to the
desired level by manually adjusting the setting of the variable voltage
transformer. The air flow to the reactor was set to the desired rate by
adjusting the needle valve downstream of the mass flowmeter. The ammonia

flow rate was set by adjusting the needle valve between the ammonia cylin-
der and the resistance tube and observing the pressure on the upstream side
of the resistance tube. The purpose of this observation was to get a qual-
itative idea of what the ammonia concentration at the inlet to the reactor

will be; for calculational purposes the inlet ammonia concentration was de-
termined by colorimetric analysis. The agitator was set to the desired
speed (550 r.p.m.) by adjusting the Minarik motor controller.

After the temperature and flow rates had been at their steady state
values for approximately one hour, sampling was begun. The reactor con-
tents were sampled first. The desired number of samples (usually three
each) for ammonia, N20, and NO2 analysis were taken via syringe at the

sample port in the reactor end plate, being careful that the rate of sample
withdrawal did not exceed the air flow rate into the reactor. This was

important because a rapid sample withdrawal rate could result in room air

leaking into the reactor thereby diluting its contents. After sampling of
the reactor contents was completed, the air feed stream to the reactor is
sampled for NH3 via a septum in the air feed line downstream of the air-
ammonia mixing point.
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5.2 Fixed-Bed Reaction System

A fixed-bed reactor was constructed in order to provide a system for
evaluation of ammonia oxidation catalyst. The equipment consists of an iso-
thermal oven, a feed preparation system, and the reactor proper.

The oven was constructed of 18 gauge 314 stainless steel and insulated
with one inch of glass fiber type insulating material. Oven temperature was
manually controlled by adjustment of the applied voltage to a 500 watt elec-
trical resistance. The oven temperature was monitored using three therme-
couples placed inside of the oven. A long shafted I/6 horsepower electric
motor was used to provide air circulation inside of the oven and thus insured
a uniform temperature distribution.

A schematic flow diagram of the fixed-bed apparatus is shown in Figure
5.5. The feed preparation system consisted of an ammonia supply tank connect-
ed through a high-resistance glass tube to the air feed line. This tube
provided sufficient resistance to flow to allow very small amounts of ammonia
to be continuously mixed with the air stream. The air feed was humidified
prior to the ammonia connection by bubbling through a temperature controlled
water bath. The humidified and ammonia containing stream then passed by a
sample port and into the oven. The oven contained a lO ft. by I/4 in. stain-
less steel preheater coil which brought the feed up to reaction temperature.
The stream then passed upward through the reaction section and out of the
oven. An exit sample port was located on the gas stream following the re-
actor. The stream then passed through a wet test meter and was vented.

\

The reactor detai] is shown in Figure 5.6. The reactor was constructed
of a l in. outside diameter type 347 stainless steel tube approximately 6 in.
long. The inside diameter of the tube was 0.765 in.
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6.0 PERFORMANCE OF AN A_4MONIAADSORBER

In order to investigate the performance of an ammonia adsorber it is de-
sirable to have available at least the outlines of a mathematical model of

the system. This assures that one has a reasonable grasp of the physical pro-
cesses involved and it reduces the possibility of failure to measure a crucial
parameter. In addition, these models are very useful in scaling up the system
and in estimating its performance under conditions not too different from those
used in testing the model.

6.1 Modelling Techniques

When a mathematical model is needed for an engineering system, the first
approach frequently involves the application of the equations of change. For
an isothermal ammonia adsorber this reduces to the description of the system
using an unsteady-state mass balance. In addition to the mass balance it is
essential to have available a model or relationship for the equilibrium be-
havior of the system. Since the nature of this behavior is at least as im-
portant as the differential mass balance, the form of this relationship will
be discussed first.

6.1.1 Equilibrium. - What is needed for an ammonia adsorber is an equilib-
rium relationship between concentration or partial pressure of adsorbate in the

gas phase, and the adsorbate loading on the solid surface. Such a relationship,
when measured and expressed at constant temperature, is called an isotherm and
a considerable amount of work in the past has been devoted to defining iso-
therms for various solid-gas systems. Plots of adsorbate bulk concentration
(or partial pressure) versus equilibrium surface concentration at a particular
temperature are also called isotherms.

These isotherms are particularly useful in design because they provide a
means of estimating the minimum amount of material that would be required to
adsorb a particular load. In addition, if the breakthrough occurs over a
narrow time span, they can be used to estimate the time at which the adsorbent
will break through the bed.

The Brunauer, Emmett, and Teller (or BET) equation (ref. 12) is, because
of its easy use and accuracy, probably the most widely used isotherm equation.
The BET equation can be written as:

where
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CBET

P

Po

P l (CBET-I) P
= + (6.1)

WE(Po-P) WM CBET WM CBET Po

= dimensionless experimental constant

= partial pressure of gas
= vapor pressure of gas



WE : equilibrium adsorbentloading
WM = loading, correspondingto a monomolecularcoverageof adsor-

bent by adsorbate.

Thetheory behind the BETequation hasseveral deficiencies. Themost
obvious of these is that the BETmodelallows an adsorbatemoleculeto be
adsorbedon top of an isolated adsorbedmolecule. Also, the energychange
uponadsorption is consideredto be equal to that whenthe vapor is condensed
to a liquid state in which eachmoleculehas twelve nearest neighbors. De-
spite these shortcomings,results obtained with the equation have beenquite
good.

A simplification of the BETequation to the Langmuirequation is possible
under certain conditions. If P is muchsmaller than Po (P < I0-3 atmand Po>
lO atm), as is the case for the air-ammoniasystem, then:

Po = Po " P (6.2)

so that

if

WE (6.3
P = WM CBET WE(CBET-l )

Po Po

WM CBET (6.4)
l _ --

P
O

and

B' = CBET-I (6.5)

Po

then

WE (6.6)
P = A' - B'WE
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which is identical in form to an equation proposedby Langmuir.
proportional to C, equation 6.6 can bewritten as:

WE
C = AA _ WE BB

Since P is

(6.7)

where AA and BB are experimentally determined constants.

For the copper sulfate treated sorbeads, as well as the wet and dry
Hambeads data, an isotherm of this form was used to model the equilibrium
data.

Once a suitable form has been determined for the equilibrium relationship,
it may also be used to gain additional insight into the nature of the adsorp-
tion that is occurring through the calculation of isosteres.

6.1.2 Isosteres. - A plot of the natural logarithm of adsorbate partial
pressure against inverse absolute temperature with the amount adsorbed held
constant is called an isostere. Because of the difficulty in holding sorbent
loading constant, isosteres are normally plotted from a fit of isotherm data
and not directly from experimental results. The procedure for accomplishing
thiswill be demonstrated in the results section.

Isosteric plots are generally straight lines. The slope of these straight
lines is equal to the negative of the ratio of the latent heat of adsorption
for the system to the gas constant. An isostere with a large negative slope
represents a material with a higher heat of adsorption than an isostere with
a smaller negative slope.

The Clausius-Clapeyron equation can be written:

d(In Po) 9_

d(I/T') = - R
g

(6.8)

where q = latent heat of a phase change, Btu/mol

R = gas constant, Btu/mol - °R
g

T' = absolute temperature, °R.

From equation 6.8, the slope of the natural log of vapor pressure plotted
against inverse absolute temperature is the negative ratio of the latent heat
of a phase change to the gas constant.

Therefore, from an isosteric plot, one can calculate the latent heat of
adsorption for the adsorbate under study. One can also calculate the latent
heat of condensation for the adsorbate (care should be taken here to calculate
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the latent heat of condensationfor temperaturesat which the vapor pressure
is near the partial pressuresused in the adsorption study). Oncethe latent
heat of adsorption and the latent heat of condensationare known,a comparison
of the two will showwhetherphysical adsorption or chemisorptionhas occurred.
That is, if physical adsorption has occurred, the two latent heats will be
nearly the same. If both chemicaladsorption and physical adsorption have
occurred, the latent heat of adsorption will be greater than the latent heat
of condensation.

Although the calculation of isosteres is an important use of the iso-
therm, the primary function of the adsorption isotherm in this study wasin
conjunction with the differential massbalanceand the adsorption rate ex-
pression. Since this combinationis a set of relatively intractable equations,
a numerical procedurewasusedto calculate the predicted concentration history
in the bed effluent.

6.1.3 Gas Phase Material Balance. - The conservation equation can be

developed for an adsorber by writing an unsteady state gas phase material
balance for a differential element of the adsorbent bed. For this differen-
tial element one can write a general balance in the form:

in - out + generation = accumulation

Assuming the gas velocity is constant across the cross section of the bed,
one can write for a differential element:

in :(C V _ R2)

z

out =(C V _ R2)
Z+AZ

generation = -_ _ R2 AZ

AC
accumulation = _B _ R2 Az A-T-

When these terms are substituted into the general balance:

AC
(C V _ R2) - (C V _ R2) _ _ R2 AZ = _B _ R2 AZ "_'

z z+AZ
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rearranging,

(cv) ....(cv) ....

....... B ACz z+Az =_+ c A-T
Az

If Az and AT approach zero, the first and third terms of this equation be"
come the definitions of the partial derivatives so that the material balance
becomes:

@z@VC) = _ + EB @CB_T)
T z

If the velocity is also assumed to be independent of axial position in
the bed, this leads to:

@C
-V o:@_C) = _ + EB ___) (6.9)

T z

6.1.4 Rate of Adsorption. - The term _ in equation 6.9 can be expressed

in many forms depending on the adsorption model being proposed. However, the
defining expression for the rate of adsorption is written in terms of the
adsorbate loading on the solid. The form of the expression used in this work
is:

: PB @_) (6.10)
Z

n order to be able to use the defining expression for the adsorption
rate , it is necessary to determine which of several possible resistances are
controlling. The first of these to be considered was the resistance to mass
transfer from the bulk gas phase to the surface of the adsorbate. The applic-
able form of the general mass transfer equation relative to this situation is:

--= Kg Ac (C-Cs) (6.11)PB
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Themostdifficult term to measurein this expression is the masstrans-
fer coefficient, Kg. However,several goodempirical correlations do exist
which permit reasonableestimates to bemade.

Thesecondresistance which could be controlling concernsthe transport
within the adsorbentparticles_ If the movementof the ammoniainto the pores
of the adsorbatecontrols the rate of adsorption, then it would be necessary
to consider pore diffusion.

Antonsonand Dranoff (ref. 13), using the systemethane-air-molecular
sieves, havedivided the pore diffusion step into macroporeandmicroporedif-
fusion (using approximately the samedefinitions of pore sizes as Dubinin (ref.

o o

14), i.e. intermediate pore sizes from radius 15A to 2000A and macropores with

radius over 2000A). In their work, they concluded that micropore diffusion
controlled the adsorption rate.

Descriptive equations of pore diffusion can be developed by writing a
dynamic gas phase material balance for the pore region. This balance, or
Fick's law as it is sometimes called, can be written as:

Br2 r Br BT
T r

(6.12)

Equation 6.12 is based on spherical particles and a constant pore size. While
this is normally not the case, approximations made using these assumptions are
usually acceptable. Note that here, as in the bulk diffusion case, the ad-

sorption rate is a function of diffusivity (in equation 6.11, Kg is a function
of diffusivity).

Equation 6.12 can be simplifiedby assuming a pseudo steady state, i.e.

the term @Cp/@T may be neglected. With this assumption, equation 6.12 becomes:

_r2 r @r
T

This equation, while not pursued further in this work, is another possible
expression for the rate of adsorption when pore diffusion is the primary re-
sistance.

If neither the movement from the bulk phase nor the diffusion into the
pores is controlling, the main resistance may be due to surface effects. The
rate of adsorption on the surface is generally considered in terms of the

3
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fraction of the surface coveredor in terms of adsorption spacesor sites.
In either case, there is a maximumequilibrium amountof adsorbate (or
maximumnumberof filled sites) that canbe held on the surface (as a func-
tion of temperatureand local gasphaseconcentration). It was this maximum
surface concentration that wasdiscussedby Bruauer, Emmett,andTeller (ref. 12)
in their paperon equilibrium adsorption. This numberof adsorption sites
is directly related to the sorbent loading for a given adsorbent. It is rea-
sonablethen, to say that the driving force for surface adsorption is a
function of the difference betweenequilibrium loading and instantaneous
loading. In equation form this canbewritten as:

= YK(WE - W) (6.14)

Whenthis equationwasusedin conjunction with the differential massbalance
and a Langmuirexpression for the equilibrium loading, the calculated concen-
tration at the bed exit computedusing a numerical algorithm comparedfavor-
ably with the values observedexperimentally.

6.2 NumericalAlgorithms

In order to calculate the concentration of ammoniain the bedeffluent,
a numericalalgorithm is needed.

If all three of the previously discussed resistances, (bulk phasemass
transfer, pore diffusion, andsurface adsorption), were significant in a
particular process, the descriptive equations wouldbe very complex. In order
to achievea manageableset, algorithms were developedwhich assumedthat only
oneof these resistances wassignificant. Calculations madeusing the in-
dividual algorithms werethen comparedto experimental results to determine
the value of the modelsas predictive tools.

6.2.1 Bulk Phase Mass Transfer Limitin9 Model. - If bulk phase mass
transfer limits the adsorption rate, the following equations, which were de-
veloped previously are applicable:

- v = + (01s)
T z

aw
= PB _ (6.16)

= Kg Ac PB (C - Cs) (6.17)
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Also, since it is assumedin this model that the pore diffusion and surface
adsorption resistances are negligible andtherefore, that equilibrium sur-
face loading is equal to instantaneoussurface loading, it canbe written
that:

W WE
Cs - AA_ BBW- AA_ BBWE (6.18)

An inspection of these equations showsthat they do not havea simple analy-
tic solution. However,the equations do lend themselvesreadily to machine
computation. Numericalworkof this sort requires discrete sized increments
in time and beddistance and, therefore, doublesubscripts are required for
the concentration variables.

Equation6.15 canbe written in backwardsdifference form as:

V _B
AZ (Ci,j - Ci-l,j) =_ (Ci,j - Ci,j-l) + _i,j (6.19)

Solving for Ci,j gives:

V -_B
Ci-I,j _ + _ Ci ,j-l - _

Ci'j = V _B (6.20)
+

Az AT

The defining expression for the adsorption rate can also be written in dif-
ference form:

PB
_i,j = _ (Wi,j - Wi,j-l) (6.21)

For this mass transfer limiting case, the rate of adsorption can also be
expressed as:

= _ )
_i,j Kg Ac PB (Ci,j CSi,j

But using the (Equation 6.18) isotherm equation:

Wi,j

CSi,j = AA - BBWi,j

(6.22)

(6.23)
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gives

Wi'j ) (6.24)
= KgAc (Ci,j - AA BBWi,j

solving for Ci,j gives

Wi
- Wi,j-I + KgAc 'J

AT AA - BBWi'_ (6.25)
Ci,j = Kg Ac

Wi,j

Since

PB
Ri,j = _ (Wi,j - Wi,j_l) (6.26)

equation 6.20 can be written as:

V + Ci _B PB
= Ci-l,_ AT _-l AT AT (Wi,_ - Wi,j-l) (6.27)

Ci ,j
_B_V+m

Az AT

If the assumption can be made, that Ci,j_l, Ci_l,j, and Wi,j_l are known at

some initial z and T then equations 6.25 and 6.27 can be solved for Ci,j and
Wi,j"

A gridwork can be constructed with ordinate of time and abscissa of bed
length (Figure 6.1). One can also imagine a bulk gas concentration axis per-
pendicular to the plane of the paper. That is, each point on the time-dis-
tance grid has associated with it a bulk gas concentration (and an adsorbent
surface concentration). An examination of this grid shows that at any time,
the bulk gas concentration at the front of the bed is the inlet concentration
or:

Cl,j = Cinlet for all T > 0 (6.28)
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Also, initially, for any position in the bed, the bulk gas concentration and
the surface concentration (loading) are zero or:

Ci,l = Wi,l = 0 for T = O, 0 _<z < Total bed length (6.29)

Therefore, all values of Ci,j and Wi,j on the ordinate and abscissa of the

computational grid are defined. Taking the grid position 2 - 2 (Figure 6.1),

Wi,j_l, Ci,j_l, and Ci_l,j are all known and for this 2 - 2 position, Ci,j

and Wi,j can be calculated using equations 6.25 and 6.27. Obviously if the

2 - 2 position is known, the 2 - 3 position can be solved for Wi,j and Ci,j-

Thus a march down the bed at constant time is clearly defined. Once the

end of the bed is reached, Ci,2 and Wi,2 are known and Ci,3 and Wi,3 can be

calculated. This process can be continued until the entire time-length grid
has been covered.

A Fortran IV computer program was written based on the above technique.
Inputs to the program are the experimental parameters such as inlet ammonia
concentration, gas flow rate, bed height, and run duration. Also required
as input are such constants as adsorbent particle size, apparent bulk den-
sity, surface area per gram of adsorbent and the experimentally determined
Langmuir isotherm constants. The mass transfer coefficient is calculated
within the program based on a correlation by Satterfield (ref. 9). Other im-
portant variables such as gas superficial velocity are also calculated
within the program. Program outputs include the calculated mass transfer
coefficient and bulk phase gas concentrations, adsorbent surface concen-
tration and adsorption rate, all as functions of time and distance down the
bed. Another program output is a machine plot of bulk phase gas concentra-
tion versus bed length at constant time for several fractions of the total
run time.

Of special interest is the portion of the program in which equations
6.25 and 6.27 are solved by trial and error. The Langmuir isotherm equation
is part of the solution and special care must be exercised so that one always

operates in the first quadrant of the Langmuir equation. Ci,j and Wi,j must

always be positive in a real system. Due to the asympotic nature of the
equation, it is easy for the solutions to equations 6.25 and 6.27 to be out-
side the first quadrant, particularly, since these equations are solved by
trial and error. Solutions to equations 6.25 and 6.27 outside the first
quadrant can be convergent but physically meaningless.

6.2.2 Surface Adsorption Limiting Model.- Several other expressions
relative to the adsorption rate have been proposed (ref. 15). However, the one

most applicable to this study is the one introduced previously and rewritten
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here for convenience:

YK(WE - W) (6.30)

Equation 6.30 is similar to equation 6.17 in that both contain a driving
force in terms of a concentration difference and a coefficient which is in-

versely proportional to the resistance encountered in that particular step.

However, the term (WE - W) is proportional to the number of available ad-

sorption sites on the surface and, therefore, the adsorption rate expression
for this model assumes that surface adsorption offers the only significant
resistance to adsorption. This rate expression can be used as was equation
6.22 above.

One other step is necessary when using equation 6.30 because WE is a

function of the local bulk ammonia concentration. Since in this model the

surface adsorption resistance is assumed to be much greater than the bulk
diffusion or pore diffusion resistances, it can be written that:

c = cs (6.31)

It has been previously stated that CS is functionally related to the

surface concentration by the Langmuir equation. Therefore, it follows that:

CAA

WE = l + CBB (6.32)

where AA and BB are Langmuir constants.

New expressions for Ci,j and Wi,j can now be developed based on the

above discussion but using the same computational sequence as before. The
new expressions are (in computational order):

= Ci-I,j AA

WEi,j l + Ci_l,j BB (6.33)

Wi

PB

+ _ Wi ,j-1YK WEi ,J

'J = PB (6.34)

AT + YK
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V CB PB

Ci-l,j A-{+ Ci,j-I AT A-T (Wi'j - Wi'j-l) (6.35)

Ci'J - V _B
+

Az AT

As presented, equations 6.33, 6.34, and 6.35 can be solved in a straight-
forward manner without the trial and error that was necessary with the bulk
diffusion model.

6.3 Experimental Data

In order to use the numerical algorithms it is necessary to have numeri-

cal values for the parameters contained within these models. Since the
equilibrium relationship plays a key role in both of these algorithms, the
experimental method used to evaluate the two constants contained in the
Langmuir form of this expression will be discussed first.

6.3.1 Bed Capacity CalcUlations. - A graphical integration technique
was used to calculate adsorbent capacities. If the plot of exit ammonia
concentration versus time is graphically integrated and the resulting nun_er
divided by total run time, the time averaged exit ammonia concentration is
obtained. Since the inlet ammonia concentration is held constant, the dif-

ference between the inlet and average exit concentrations is the average
ammonia concentration adsorbed. This concentration in mols per fts can be

multiplied by the total run time and the flow rate to give the moles of am-
monia removed during a run. Since the amount of material in the bed is
known, the bed capacity in grams of ammonia per gram of bed may be calculated.

Bed saturation runs were made at temperatures of 72°F and lO0°F. Air
flow rates ranged from 0.164 cfm to 0.202 cfm while ammonia inlet concen-
trations went from 90 ppm to 520 ppm and bed length ran from two to eight cm.
Fresh adsorbent was used in all runs except Run 24R.

The sorbent for Run 24R was the
material from Run 24 was regenerated
A plot of exit ammonia concentration
shown in Figure 6.2.

same sorbent used in Run 24. The
in an oven at 383 ± 5°F for five days.

against time for Run 24 and 24R is

The gravimetric capacity listed in Table 6.1 is the difference of the
bed weight after and before a run divided by bed weight before a run. From
Table 6.1, it can be seen that calculated bed capacities are uniformly higher
than the gravimetric capacities. This, coupled with an observed color inter-
face which passed through the bed during the run and the fact that no com-
pounds other than air and ammonia were detected (no attempt was made to
analyze for water) in the bed effluent, leads one to consider that some chemi-
sorption was taking place in the bed. A specific chemical reaction which
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would give such results is the replacement

CuS04 • 5H20 + 4NH3 _-CuS04 • 4NH_ + 5H20

The color change could be accounted for by the fact that the characteristic
color of CuS04 • 4NH3 is dark blue which was the color that the bed turned.

.Adsorbentfrom Run 24 was regenerated at 385°F and resaturated as Run
24R. At these rather mild conditions the adsorbent was regenerated to ap-
proximately 80 percent of the fresh adsorbent's capacity based on calculated
bed capacities. At more severe conditions, perhaps 500°F, the adsorbent
would likely be regenerated to an even higher fraction of the original capa-
city. The regeneration, color change, and gravimetric results leads one to
suspect that both chemical and physical adsorption were taking place in the
bed.

6.3.2 Determination of the Lanquir Constants. - When there is no change
in concentration of the ammonia stream as it passes through the bed then the
adsorbent within the bed is in equilibrium with that stream. Therefore, the

calculated values for the bed capacities can be used in conjunction with a
least squares analysis to find the best fit of the data to an equilibrium re-
lationship of the Langmuir form.

Figures 6.3 thr_)ugh6.5 illustrate the agreement between the fitted ad-
sorption isotherms and the experimental results. As can be seen this two
parameter model is adequate to;describe the data over the entire experimental
range. The form of the Langmuir isotherm equation is such that curves drawn
from it pass through the origin (as would be expected on theoretical grounds
for all isotherms).

6.3.3 Isostere Analysis. - Isosteres were plotted (Figure 6.6) using
the copper sulfate treated sorbeads at three adsorbent loadings. The data

for the plots were obtained from the fitted isotherm equations and not from
the experimental points. (The Ioadings used were, however, within the range
of the experimental sorbent loadings). The data for the plots were 9enerated
using equation 6.7. This equation is valid for both 72°Fand lO0°F (with the
proper temperature dependent constants). Therefore a given sorbent loading
and the appropriate constants can be substituted into the equation and the
free stream concentration at both temperatures can be calculated.

In Figure 6.7, ammonia vapor pressure is plotted against inverse abso-
lute temperature on semi-log coordinates at vapor pressure of from five to
60 mm Hg. The data for this plot is taken from thermodynamic charts for
ammonia.

Since the latent heat of adsorption is directly proportional to the
negative slope of the isosteric plot, this latent heat of adsorption can
easily be calculated from Figure 6.6. Also, since the latent heat of con-
densation is directly proportional to the negative slope of the vapor pres-
sure plot, this latent heat can be calculated from Figure 6.7. These
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calculations indicate an averagelatent heatof adsorption of about 40,000
Btu/moland a latentheat of condensationof about ll,000Btu/mol. This
meansthat, becauseof the higher beat of adsorption, chemical reaction is
probably taking place during the adsorption and is, therefore, contributing
to the adsorption. This supports the conclusionthat the sorption capacity
of the bedmaynot be determinedgravimetrically.

6.3.4 Physical Properties of the Adsorbents. - In addition to the
equilibrium relationship, the density and the void fraction of the sorbent
in the bed must be known before the algorithms can be used. When the mass

transfer rate in the gas phase is assumed to be limiting, the external area
of the adsorbent must also be measured experimentally for substitution into
the algorithm.

The void fraction of the bed was determined using benzene as the dis-
placing liquid. A sample of adsorbent was placed in a graduated cylinder
and the level volume recorded. The benzene was added (Benzene was used
because it does not adsorb on silica gel strongly enough to cause thermal
cracking of the gel.) to some level in the cylinder (above the adsorbent).
The difference in volume between the adsorbent and benzene was then sub-
tracted from the total amount of benzene added. This adjusted volume of
benzene added, divided by the volume of adsorbent in the cylinder, repre-
sented the total void fraction of the adsorbent. The experiment was re-
peated before the benzene in the adsorbent's internal pores has evaporated,
and, therefore, the void fraction calculated for the second experiment was
the external void fraction. This procedure was repeated several times and
an average void fraction was used in subsequent calculations.

Some physical data concerning the surface area of the adsorbent was
m_R,Jrpd fnr cnnmer sulfate treated silica gal (CSTS) but not for Hambeads.
The Hambeads were received at a later point in the study when preliminary
testing of the algorithms had indicated that these parameters did not need
to be measured. Table 6.2 contains a summary of this data.

6.4 Testing of the Numerical Algorithms

One of the most important components of a model for the system was
developed when the adsorption isotherms were adequately described using
an equation of the Langmuir form. Once this relationship had been modelled,
it could be used in a testing program of the nuemrical algorithms.

6.4.1 Bulk Phase Mass Transfer Model. - The first model tested was the

bulk phase mass transfer controlling model. In this model it was assumed
that pore diffusion and surface adsorption resistances to adsorption are in-
significant relative to the overall adsorption rate. This model can be re-
duced to two equations and two unknows as shown by equations 6.25 and 6.27.
Therefore, this mode] has a straightforward solution.

A plot of exit ammonia concentration versus time as predicted by the
mass transfer model is given in Figure 6.8. Superimposed on this plot is a
set of typical experimental data from Run 21. From this figure, it is seen
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TABLE6.2

ADSORBENTPROPERTIES

Total void fraction
(measured)

External void fraction
(measured

Density
(measured)

Particles per gram
(measured)

External area per gram
(calculated)

Particle "diameter"
(measured)

CSTS Hambeads
0.61 +-0.03 0.52 -+0.06

0.325 ± 0.02 0.38 ± O.Ol

51. -+0.2 Ibsm/ft3

313. ± I0

52. ± l.O Ibsm/ft3

0.0717± 0.0002 ft2/g

0.0724 ± 0.004 in
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that the masstransfer modelpredicts a muchfaster saturation of the ad-
sorbent than actually occurs. This is not surprising whenoneconsiders
the computedmagnitudeof the masstransfer coefficient. A masstransfer
coefficient of lO00 - 1200ft/hr is consideredquite large by most sources
andwould lead to an early saturation of the bed.

Since the computedmasstransfer coefficient is subject to someerror,
the modelwasalso run for values of 120percent and 80 percent of the com-
puted mass transfer _oe,,,_,ent__-_ ................Di_f:_nr_c in the three computer runs
were insignificantly small and therefore the breakthrough curves predicted
by the runs with high and low mass transfer coefficients were not shown in
the figure.

Useful information can, however, be gleaned from this model. First,
both the size of the mass transfer coefficient and the shape of the pre-
dicted breakthrough curve indicate that the resistance to bulk phase mass
transfer is small and is probably not a significant factor in the overall
adsorption process. Also, the basic modelling procedure is sound and con-
vergent. This was determined by running the program several times until
the results indicated that the model gave consistent answers which are
neither time nor length dependent. Time and length increments were varied
over a range of one half to twice the basic time and length increments with
negligible change in the final results.

The trial and error nature of the solution to the mass transfer equations
(Equations 6.25 and 6.27) necessitates using computer search techniques not
generally needed in adsorption calculations. Since this procedure was
required in only the mass transfer model, it was incorporated in a subpro-
gram in the general computer program.

6.4.2 Surface Adsorption Model. - Experimental runs were made with two
different types of adsorbent in the bed, Hambeads and copper sulfate treated
sorbeads (CSTS). The humidity level in the feed was zero for all of the
CSTS runs, but three of the Hambead runs were made with the relative humidity
of the feed at approximately 50%.

Figures 6.9 through 6.12 are plots of the calculated ammonia exit con-
centration for the surface adsorption controlling case versus time for all
of the runs made with copper sulfate treated sorbeads except Runs 24R and 36R.
Superimposed on the plots are the experimental data for those runs. The agree-
ment is quite good on all runsI except Run 25. This agreement between cal-
culated and experimental points suggests that, over the range studied, surface
adsorption, by the proposed mechanism, is the controlling resistance to ad-
sorption.

IThe constant YK of equation 6.30 was determined by trial and error. In
this trial and error, the sum of differences between calculated and experi-
mental points (at constant time) squared was minimized. The YK shown in the
figures was selected when YK's 25 percent higher and 25 percent lower gave
higher sums of squares. A five percent change in YK produced a negligible
change in the shape of the breakthrough curve.
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FromFigure 6.11, it canbe seenthat the observedadsorption rate for
Run25 is higher than the predicted rate. Aside from this, the predicted
breakthroughcurves havethe samebasis shapeas those observedexperimentally.

For all of the runs conductedat 72°F, a value of 20 Ib/ft 3 hr for the
constant YKproducedan acceptablecorrespondencebetweenthe predicted and
observedbed effluent concentration. At lO0°F, the preferred value of YK
changedto 80 Ib/ft 3 hr.

Runs29 and 31weremadeat lO0°Fwith Hambeadsin the adsorberand no
moisture in the gas streamfed to the bed. Thebest least squaresvalue for
YKin these two caseswas20 and 29, respectively, with 25 being a reasonable
value to use in both cases. A comparisonbetweenthe predicted andobserved
concentrations at the bedexit are given in Figure 6.13.

Only onerun, number35, wasmadeat 72°Fwith a dry ammoniafeed and
Hambeadsin the bed. Thereis considerablescatter in the experimentaldata
which leads to an unusually high least squaresvalue of 54 for YK. However,
as Figure 6.14 indicates a YKvalue of 25 still provides a reasonablefit of
the data.

Three runs were madeat 72°Fwhenthe relative humidity of the feed to
the bedof Hambeadswasapproximately50%. Thesedata and fitted curvesare
shownin Figures 6.13, 6.14, and 6.15. In oneof these runs, number37, there
is a considerable amountof scatter in the experimentaldata which leads to an
unusually high least squaresvalue of 81. However,for the other two runs,
the least squaresvalue of YKis the sameat 25. Evenfor Run37, a YKvalue
of 25 doesa creditable job of describing the data. This is shownin Figure
6.15 wherethe experimentaland computedprofiles are compared.

All of this data suggeststhat a YKvalue of 20 to 25wouldbe a good
design value whenconsidering adsorbentbedsof Hambeadsor coppersulfate
treated silica gel at a temperatureof 72°F. This value is probably conser-
vative whena moisture level of approximately50%relative humidity is added
to the stream.

6.5 EstimatedPerformanceof an Adsorption System

Theperformanceof anyadsorption systemwill be strongly influenced by
the nature of the adsorption isotherm for the material in the bed. In Figure
6.17 a comparisonis madebetweenthe fitted euqations for all of the iso-
thermsused in this study. As the data in the figure indicates, the copper
sulfate treated sorbeadshadthe highest capacity at inlet gas concentrations
greater than 30 parts per million. Nospeculationsare madeconcerningthe
reasonfor this difference in capacity since no information concerningthe
preparation of Hambeadswasavailable. Thepreparation of CSTSis discussed
in section 7.0.
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An estimate of the minimum amount of adsorbent that would be required
to adsorb a particular load can be obtained using these curves. As an ex-
ample, assume that a one pound per hour stream which contains lO0 parts
per million ammonia is to be passed through a bed of CSTS at 72°F. For
one days operation:

! Ib 24 hr I00 X I0-G Ib NH3 2400 X I0-6 Ib NH3

hr day lb air day

The capacity of CSTS at lO0 ppm and 72°F is O.Ol61 Ib NH3/Ib adsorbent.
Multiplying these two numbers indicates that:

2400 X I0-6 Ib NH3 Ib adsorbent 0.15 Ib adsorbent

day O.Ol61 Ib NH3 day

At lO0°F, the capacity of CSTS drops to 0.005 Ib NH3/Ib adsorbent
and therefore 0.48 pounds of adsorbent would be required as a minimum.

Using a density of 51 Ibsm/ft3 would allow the volume of these beds to be
estimated.

T;,=_Gtc cc_=t_e A ,.,_,hth_ reaeneration of CSTS indicate that, for

one run at least, 80 percent of the fresh adsorbents capaciV wo_ ,:_i_s_
upon regeneration at 383°F. This suggests the possibility of having two
beds with a swing cycle or of having one large bed which is removed from
service occasionally and regenerated. No attempt has been made to optimize
the regeneration time or temperature. However exposure to the environment
in outer space would probably result in drastic reductions in both time
and temperature.

None of the adsorbents have the ideal shape for their breakthrough

curves. If a perfect adsorbent could be ordered for this service, one
would undoubtedly specify that the ammonia concentration in the effluent
remain near zero until the entire bed was saturated. A review of the break-

through curves for CSTS and Hambeads reveals that for the small beds used
in this study, the effluent attains 50% of the influent concentration when
approximately 20-25% of the time required to reach steady-state has passed.
Neither sorbent appears to possess any significant advantage over the other
relative to this desirable feature.

The shape of the breakthrough curve can be estimated using the surface
adsorption limiting algorithm once an estimate for YK is available. As
stated previously, a value of 20-25 would be a good design value when using
Hambeads.
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Moredata is available for coppersulfate treated sorbeadsand so the
variation of YKwith temperaturecan be estimated. If this rate constant
is assumedto follow an Arrhenius form in a mannersimilar to kinetic con-
stants, anequation of the form:

-(E'/R T')
YK= H' e

wouldbe in order. Thevalues of YK= 20 at 72°FandYK= 80 at lO0°F can
be usedto obtain the two constant H' and E':

H' = 2.2 X lO13 Ib/ft3 hr

E' = 29,000 Btu/Ib mole

Since data were collected at only two temperatures, the validity of
these constants cannot be checked. However Daniels and Alberty (ref.116) have
considered similar reactions and obtained values of H' and E' of the same

order of magnitude.

Due to the reduced capacity of the bed at the higher temperatures
there is little incentive to raise the temperature above 72°F. This equa-
tion would be useful however in making estimates of minor changes around
72°F.

In summary, the isotherms provide a lower limit on the amount of
material required while the small amount of regeneration data suggests the
possibility of a significant retention of capacity upon regeneration.
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7.0 EXPERIMENTALSYSTEMFORAMMONIAADSORPTION

In order to measurethe capacities of the adsorbents it wasnecessary
to construct an experimental apparatuswith which the concentration, flow
rate, and temperatureof the feed stream to the bedcould be held constant.
Theeffluent concentration wasmeasuredusingthe techniques discussedin
section 8.0.

7.1 Description of the AdsorptionApparatus

Theapparatusused in this study wassimple in concept anddesign. The
essential elementswerea meteredair supply, an air-ammoniamixing section,
a fixed support for the adsorption bed anda thermostatic bath surrounding
the adsorber.

Specifically (Figure 7.1), compressedair at 80 psig from the university
air systemwascleaned by passing it over a four to six meshsilica gel bed
contained in a carbonsteel holder. This holder had an inside diameter of
approximately two inches andwasabout four inches long. Air saturated with
water vapor at 80 psig is relatively dry (2200ppmwater) at the atmospheric
pressure of the study so the mainfunction of the silica gel was to remove
dust, rust, andentrained oil. (Bimonthlychangesof silica gel weremade.
At no time wasmorethan the upstreamhalf of the bed soiled). Air flow was
maintainedvia a small air regulator upstreamof the silica gel bed.

Air flow (0.16 - 0.20 -+0.05 cfm) wasmeasuredby a calibrated mass
flowmeter (Hastings MassFlowmeterandMassFlowTransducerby Hastings
Raydist, Inc., Hampton,vlrgi_ia). T;,;_ _c.tc. CC"I._ _'_ _h:rk¢_rl and ad.iusted
for a zero flow easily, and the meter never required more than a ten percent
adjustment due to instrument drift.

Air and ammonia were mixed in a tee (all tubing and fittings were I/4
inch 316 stainless steel by Swagelok unless otherwise specified) approximate-

ly 13 linear feet from the adsorber. Prior to mixing, the ammonia was stored
under pressure in an aluminum tank about two feet high with an inside diameter
of nine inches. The transfer lines from this tank to the mixing tee were of

glass, Teflon, and stainless steel. A I/4 inch three way valve was provided
just downstream of the mixing tee.

The fixed support for the adsorber was made of 21.5 - 22.0 mm inside

diameter glass tubing, an aluminum adsorber support plate and Teflon packing
under the support plate. An excellent glass on steel seal was provided by
nominal one inch Teflon Swagelok ferrules at each end of the glass tube.
Given a few minutes to "set", the seal showed no leaks at the pressure en-

countered in this study.

Thermostatic conditions were maintained in the adsorber by a constant

temperature bath (Sargent Thermonitor Model ST by E. H. Sargent and Company
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Figure 7.1 - Ammonia Adsorption Apparatus
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and Heaterand Circulator for ThermostaticBathsby Sargent-WelchScientific
Company).Thebath wasusedonly for the IO0°Fadsorption runs and the tem-
perature control here wasexcellent with no noticeable variations. A coil
of tubing wasplaced in the bath andupstreamof the adsorberto insure that
the bath temperaturewasthe sameas the air-ammoniatemperatureentering
the adsorber.

Valves, pressure indicators (PI), thermometers(TI), andsampleports
were located strategically throughout the processin order to maintain steady
flows, and to monitor the temperatureand ammoniaconcentrations into andout
of the adsorber.

All materials usedin this study were tested andfound to be chemically
inert to parts per million concentrations of ammonia.This wasdetermined
by passinga knownparts per million concentration of ammoniathrough the
emptysystemandascertaining that the inlet andexit ammoniaconcentrations
were the same.

7.2 SystemFlows

Compressedair from the air headerflowed first through the regulator,
through the silica gel bed, (Figure 7.1), then through the massflowmeter,
and finally to the air-ammoniamixing tee. Fromthere the air-ammoniamix-
ture went either to vent or through the adsorberbed dependingon the position
of the three wayvalve. This procedureallowedthe Concentration of the air-
ammonia mixtures to be adjusted before starting an adsorption run.

For at least 48 hours prior to making a run, the copper sulfate impreg-
nated silica gel was preconditioned by putting it in the adsorber and flowing

process air over it. This was done so that the silica gel was properly
acclimated to the air and so that any observed changes during an adsorption
run were solely due to the presence of the ammonia. Weight changes in the
silica gel were under 0.02 grams for this preconditioning step.

Just prior to starting a run (after preconditioning) the air flow was
diverted to the vent and the ammonia holding tank was pressurized using a
lecture bottle of liquid ammonia. After the concentration of ammonia in the
air-ammonia mixture had reached steady state in the vent line, this vent was
sampled to determine the particular concentration. If the ammonia concen-
tration was not acceptable for the particular run, ammonia vapor was bled from
or added to the holding tank (thereby lowering or raising the holding tank's
pressure). If the ammonia concentration was acceptable, the flow was directed

into the adsorber, the timer was started, and a sample of the effluent from
the adsorber was taken.

Samples of adsorber exit and inlet gas flows were taken (in the ratio of
four or five to one) on a rapid basis at the start of a run. As the bed
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becamesaturated with ammonia,the rate of changeof exit concentration
with time decreasedandsampleswere taken less frequently.

Systemvariables, suchas air flow andbath temperature, were monitored
and recordedapproximatelyevery 60minutes. A given run wasconsidered
over whenthe exit concentration approachedwithin ten parts per million of
the inlet as this wasconsideredto bewithin the accuracyof the analysis.

After a run wascompleted, the adsorbentbedwas removed,weighed,and
stored. Theemptysystemwas then flushed with pure air for at least one
hour to desorbammoniafrom the systemand thereby to start the next run with
an ammoniafree system.

Samplesat the bedentrance andat the exit from the adsorberwere
analyzedfor ammoniausing Nessler's Reagent. Sampleswere removedby gas
syringe through silicone rubber septa. Thedetails of this test are given
in section 8.0.

A periodic checkof the entire gas streamwasmadeusing a Varian
Aerographgas chromatographequippedwith a columnpackedwith approximately
nine feet of PorapakQpacking. This chromatographiccheckwasmadeto de-
termine if any oxides of nitrogen werebeing formedin the adsorberbed.

7.4 Preparation of CopperSulfate Treated Silica Gel

Silica gel in the form of Mobil Oil Company'sSorbeadRwas treated with
an aqueoussolution of coppersulfate, allowed to cometo equilibrium with
the solution, andthen dried in an oven. Specifically, the procedurewasas
follows:

lO0 gramsof CuS04• 5H20(from batch 34385of J. T. Baker
Company)were dissolved in 200milliliters of distilled
water to give an unsaturatedsolution of coppersulfate in
water (someheating required). About 200milliliters of
Mobil SorbeadRwasaddedto the solution. About four
hours, with stirring, wasallowed for the systemto come
to equilibrium. TheSorbeads-coppersulfate solution was
then vacuumfiltered anddried in an ovenat 350-450°F.
Finally the beadswerecrushedto the 14 to 16 meshsize
usedin the study.

UntreatedMobil SorbeadRis the characteristic off-white of silica gel.
The treated beadstook on a light greenhue.
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8.0 CHEMICAL ANALYSIS METHODS

This study of the removal of ammonia required chemical analysis techni-
ques for the quantitative measurement of ammonia, nitrogen dioxide, and ni-
trous oxide in the range from about 5 ppm to 500 ppm in a background of
humidifed air. In order to be most useful the methods needed to be accu-
rate, simple, rapid, harmless, and inexpensive. The gas sample size avail-
able for analysis was generally not more than about I00 cc at ambient tem-
perature and pressure. After considerable investigation, the analysis
methods chosen were colorimetric in the cases of ammonia and nitrogen di-
oxide, and chromatographic for nitrous oxide.

8.1 Ammonia Analysis

A relatively extensive effort was made in the early stages in this
investigation to develop a reliable analysis for ammonia using a helium
ionization gas chromatograph (Varian model 1532-B). This work is summa-
rized in the following section. The ammonia analysis method finally
chosen was a colorimetric technique using Nessler's reagent. A descrip-
tion of the method is given in Section 8.1.2.

8.1.1 Chromat99raphic Ammonia Analysis. - Many different schemes
for the chromatographic analysis of ammonia were tried during the course
of the project. Ammonia peaks under all conditions had extremely long
retention times and tailed very badly. Summarized below are the columns
and conditions that were investigated.

Support Dimensions Temp. Range Column Const.

Porapak Q I/8" x 20' Ambient to SS
150°

Porapak Q I/8" x 10' Ambient to SS
150°

Porapak R I/8" x 15' Ambient to SS
150°

Chromo 104 1/8" x 15' Ambient to Teflon Lined
150° A1uminum

Porapak Q I/8" x 12' Ambient to Teflon Tubing
150° Encased in SS

Shield
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The shape of the ammonia peak is indicative of physical adsorption of
ammonia on the column and chromatographic hardware. This is further
strengthened by the fact that a five foot length of unpacked tubing for a
column gave identically shaped peaks. In order to minimize the adsorption
of ammonia on the chromatograph hardware approximately 50% of the tubing
and fittings which are outside the oven were wound with electrical resis-
tance wire and heated to 120°C. This also had little effect on the ammonia

peak shape.

Effort was also directed toward using a very short column. This
would allow everything but ammonia to pass through the column quickly as
well as minimize the column surface area. This effort did not signifi-
cantly improve the ammonia peak shape. Further attempts to improve the
ammonia peak shape were to inject directly into the column and to use

Teflon coated tubing. Neither of these methods have proved satisfactory.

8.1.2 Color,metric Ammonia Analysis and Calibration. - Gas samples
in this investigation were analyzed for ammonia color,metrically using
Nessler's reagept in a technique similar to that described in Standard

Methods (ref. 17). The method consists of contacting water containin_ ab-
sorbed ammonia with Nessler's reagent and reading the transmittance of
the resulting yellow-brown solution against an appropriate blank on a
color,meter. The intensity of the color change which occurs is propor-
tional to the ammonia concentration.

The step by step analytical procedure is as follows:

I. 50 cc polypropylene syringe is loaded with 2 cc of distilled
and deionized water.

o

.

The water is contacted with sample gas by drawing 48 cc of
gas into the syringe, being careful to let the gas bubble
through the water. The syringe is shaken for approximately
one minute to promote ammonia absorption.

The contents of the syringe are transferred to a cuvette and
I cc of Betz Nessler reagent No. 246 which has been diluted
5 to l with distilled water is added.

. After allowing approximately ten minutes for color development.
the sample is read on a Bausch and Lomb Spectronic 20 color,-
meter at 420 m_ against a blank containing 2 cc of distilled
water and l cc of diluted Nessler reagent. The sample cuvette
and the blank cuvette are chosen such that they yield the same
transmittance values when filled with distilled water.

Approximately midway through the experimentation it was found advanta-

geous to modify the syringe sampling technique by loading the syringe with
3 cc of water instead of two and drawing two 47 cc gas volumes instead of one
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48 cc volume. For this case the blank consisted of 1 cc of diluted Nessler
reagent and 2 cc of distilled water. Thenewprocedurehad the effect of
decreasingthe deviation in percent transmittance readings betweensamples.
With modified samplingprocedurea standarddeviation of 3.4 ppmwascal-
culated at 121 ppmversus 5.1 ppmat 135 ppmfor the original procedure.
Since there wasno interaction betweenprecision andconcentration, these
numbersseemto indicate an increased precision for the modified procedure.
Threedeterminationsweremadeof eachgasstreamsampled.

In order to havea quantitative analysis it wasnecessaryto obtain a
calibration curve which relates ammoniaconcentration to percent transmit-
tance. This wasdoneby preparing knownconcentrations of ammoniain air
and establishing the percent transmittance associatedwith eachconcentra-
tion. Knownammoniaconcentrations were preparedby passingmeasuredamounts
of air over a liquid ammoniafilled Teflon permeationtube in the apparatus
diagrammedin Figure 8.1. Thepermeationtube, whenheld at constant tem-
perature, lost weight linearly with time andthus allowed one to knowthe
exact concentration of ammoniawhenthe air flow rate wasknown. Theper-
meationtube weight loss wasdeterminedby periodic removalfrom the ap-
paratus and weighing.

Theapparatusin Figure 8.1 wasoperatedby passingair from a com-
pressedair cylinder through a coil in a constant temperaturebath, over
the ammoniafilled permeationtube and througha calibrated wet test meter.
Thepermeationtube washeld at constant temperaturein a jacketed glass
housing. Waterfrom a constant temperaturebath wascirculated through the
housingvia a positive displacementpump.

P_m _h_ _hnv_calibration procedureit waspossible to prepare the
_°

calibration curves of Figure 8.2. Ine upper _it,=u_ ,,_,c 2.2 ::zc_*:_-o_
using 2 cc of water in the syringe and one 48 cc gas draw, while the lower
line was obtained with 3 cc of water in the syringe and two 47 cc gas draws.
The linearity of both lines shows that Beer's law is obeyed in the concen-
tration range investigated.

The only interference problem encountered with the Nessler reagent
was that aldehydes cause the solution to be clouded and give false reading.
Careful attention to the purity of the water used in preparing reagents
and avoidance of aldehydes around the analysis area prevented interference.

8.2 Nitrogen Dioxide Analysis

The analysis of NO2 was performed in a manner similar to the ammonia
analysis. Sample analysis was performed colorimetrically using the modi-
fied Saltzman reagent (ref. 18) and the syringe method of Meador and Bethea
(ref. 19).

The analysis is performed by loading 5 cc of Saltzman reagent into a
50 cc polypropylene syringe and withdrawing 45 cc of gas sample. The
syringe is shaken vigorously for approximately three minutes after which
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time a magentacolor completelydeveloped. Thecontents of the syringe
are emptied into a cuvette and read on the Bauschand LombSpectronic
20colorimeter at 550m_against a blank consisting of 5 cc of undeveloped
Saltzmanreagent. Using this techniqueMeadorand Bethea(ref. 19_ report a
relative error of 0.43%at 41.3 ppm,1.03%at 26.3 ppm,2.83%at 9.8 ppm,
1.77%at 5.7 ppm,and 2.29%at 2.6 ppm.

Calibration of the Saltzmanreagent for NO2analysis wasdonein the
samemanneras for the ammoniaanalysis. Knownconcentrations of NO2in
air were preparedby passingair from a compressedair cylinder over a
Teflon permeationtube filled with liquid NO2. The apparatus diagrammed
in Figure 8.1 was used for this purpose, as it was in the ammonia cali-
bration work. A typical NO2 calibration curve is shown in Figure 8.3.

The Saltzman reagent was prepared by mixing the following chemicals
with enough distilled and deionized water to make a one liter solution:

0.050 g N (l-napthyl) ethylene-diamine dihydrochloride
0.050 g 2-napthol 3,6 disulfonic acid disodium salt
1.500 g sulfanilamide
15.0 g tartaric acid.

8.3 Nitrous Oxide Calibration and Analysis

Nitrous oxide was analyzed chromatographically using a Varian model
1532-B trace gas analyzer employing helium ionization detector. The
following is a listing of the pertinent chromatograph operating condi-
+inn_ which were used:

packing material ........Porapak Q
column length...........20 ft
column temperature......35°C
detector temperature....lO0°C
detector voltage........360 V
helium flow rate........l cc/sec

Because the sensitivity of the helium ionization detectors decayed
with time, it was necessary to calibrate the chromatograph daily. This

was easily done with two prepared sample cylinders purchased from the
Matheson Company containing 33 ppm and I03 ppm N20 in air. Approximate-
ly four each of these samples were injected daily to provide calibration
peak heights. Nitrous oxide peak heights from reactor gas samples were
then referred to these standard peak heights in order to determine N20
concentration.

A standard deviation of 0.59 ppm at 33 ppm was calculated from
typical calibration data.
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9.0 NITROGENOXIDESREDUCTION

Thereduction of nitrogen oxides in the presenceof excessoxygenhas
beenstudied to a considerable extent. WikstromandNobe(ref. 20) studied
the decompositionof NO2over CuO-aluminaand a CeO2-aluminacatalyst and
foundthat evenin the presenceof oxygena 45%conversionof 968°F(520°C)
could be obtained using the CuO-aluminacatalyst. Bachmanand Taylor (ref.
21) andSakaida, et al. (ref. 22) investigated the high temperature(above
fOOD°C)decompositTon--ofNOon platinum, nickel oxide, and platinum oxide
catalysts. Both invesgigators found the reaction to be retarded by the pre-
senceof oxygen. Fraser and Daniels (ref. 23) investigated the decomposition
of NOover various oxide catalyst at temperaturesfrom 740°Cto 1040°C. They
found the reaction waszero order on all catalysts studied andwasvery slow
at temperaturesbelow800°C. Tamakaand Ozaki (ref. 24) along with Winter
(ref. 25) haveinvestigated the decompositionof pure N20over oxide catalysts
in the temperaturerangeof 400°Cto 650°C. Both investigations found the re-
action to be first order with respect to N20and to be retarded by the pre-
senceof oxygen. Amphlett (ref. 26) studied the decompositionof N20in an
excessof oxygenandobtained a conversionof 81%at 500°Cusing a supported
copperoxide catalyst. Sterbis (ref. 27) studied the decompositionof pure
N20onnickel oxide over the temperaturerangeof 300°Cto 4OO°Cand found
the rate wasseverely reducedby the presenceof oxygen.

All of the work in the literature indicates that for the catalytic mat-
erials known,the reduction of the oxides of nitrogen (N20,NO,and NO2)in
the presenceof oxygenis extremely slow at temperaturesbelowabout 500°C-
600°C(932°F-ll12°F). At these high temperaturesthe energyrequirementsfor
a spacecabinapplication wouldbe very high.

Theset or reactions by which the removalof the nitrogen oxides might
proceedis as follows:

2NO2 _ 2NO + 02

2NO _ N20 + 3/202

2N20 _ 2N2 + 02

From a theoretical viewpoint, the oxides could be reduced to the thermody-
namic equilibrium concentration which, since all of the reactions are en-
dothermic, decreases with decreasing temperature. Using calculated equili-
brium constants and an atmosphere with an oxygen partial pressure of 0.2 atm
and a nitrogen partial pressure of 0.48 atm, equilibrium concentrations of
the oxides were calculated. In order to reduce the NO2 concentration to 0.2
ppm, the catalyst would have to be active at a temperature of 370°C (700°F)

or less. The equilibrium concentration of NO is less than that of NO2 for
temperatures below 430°C (800°F). The equilibrium concentration of N20 is
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extremely low, being less than I0-s ppmat 400°C. Fromthe thermodynamic
calculations it becomesclear that the catalytic removalof nitrogen di-
oxide downto fractional ppmlevels without a reducing reactant puts rather
severe activity requirementson the catalyst since it must promotethe re-
duction reaction at a relatively low temperature. Unfortunately no catalysts
are knownor were foundwhich are active at temperaturesbelowabout 500°C.

In order to clarify the behavior of nitrous oxide in the presenceof the
rutheniumcatalyst at the temperaturesexpectedin a catalytic oxidizer, N20
wassubstituted for ammoniaat approximatelylO0 ppmin the reactor inlet.
At temperaturesbelow650°Fno reaction wasdetected. Taking into account
the accuracyof the chromatographicanalysis, the N20disappearancerate could
not havebeenhigher than 2.6 X lO"B gmoleN20/hr/g cat. This rate is not
high enoughto accountfor either the NO2 or N2 whichwasproducedin the am-
moniaoxidation, indicating that N20is not a precursor for NO2 or N2. This
finding is in agreementwith Schriber's (ref. 5) conclusion that N20is not re-
ducedto nitrogen at the temperaturesinvestigated. Thusthe N20which is
formedat these temperaturescan be expectedto be inert with respect to the
rutheniumcatalyst.

Fromthe investigations madeit appearsthat the best policy to follow
for nitrogen oxides control is:

l • Carefully avoid the formation of these oxides from ammonia
oxidation by passing all ammonia containing streams through
an ammonia oxidizer filled with supported ruthenium catalyst.
This oxidizer should be operated at the minimum acceptable
temperature which will probably be about 250°F but definitely
_cz!_ _+ h_ nDerated above 350°F.

2. Nitrogen dioxide can be adsorbed on activated carbon with
some success.

.

4.

Nitric oxide is rather rapidly oxidized to nitrogen dioxide
at room temperature and thus should not itself be a problem.

If nitrous oxide formation cannot be avoided, then the only
known method for its removal in the presence of oxygen is
reduction at a temperature of about 500°C using either sup-
ported copper oxide or nickel oxide.
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I0.0 OXIDATION OF AMMONIA IN A STEAMBACKGROUND

A preliminary investigation was made into the feasibility of carrying
out the oxidation of small concentrations of ammonia in a stream consist-
ing mostly of steam. The reactor assembly shown in Figure I0.I was used
in this investigation. An ammonia water solution was prepared which con-
tained 12 to 20 ppm by weight of ammonia. This stream was passed through
a vaporizer coil and then mixed with air or oxygen, both were used in dif-
ferent phases of the investigation. The steam-air-ammonia stream then
passed through a second preheater coil and through the fixed bed reactor.
After passing through the reactor, the steam was condensed and cooled to
ambient temperature. During the condensation any ammonia present is ab-
sorbed back into the water stream. Several analysis of the gas stream
from the condenser failed to show any ammonia in the gas stream. (De-
tection limit about 1 ppm of gas by volume). The reactor was always
operated at atmospheric pressure.

The catalysts shown in Table I0.I were investigated for their
ammonia oxidation efficiency at temperatures up to 200°C. By far the
best catalyst of those investigated was the 0.5% platinum on alumina.
At the temperatures used (140°C to 200°C) the platinum exhibited approxi-
mately twice the activity of the next best catalyst which was a 0.5%
palladium on alumina. Both of these catalysts showed a tendency to lose
activity with use. It is not clear what the mechanism for the catalyst
deactivation was. The water used in feed preparation was distilled and
deionized and thus should contain no halogens, heavy metals, or sulfur
compounds. There is a strong possibility that the water caused a phase
change in the alumina support thus altering the surface area. Drying the
catalyst at 200°C did not appear to restore any of the lost activity.

The oxygen partial pressure did not appear to influence the reaction
rate in the range from 0.5 atm down to 0.05 atm.

An extended run was made using a 25 gm charge of 0.5% platinum on
alumina (Engelhard Industries). The feed to the reactor was a 14 ppm
solution of ammonia in distilled water and a oxygen flow of 500 standard
cc/min. The temperature was 146°C (295°F). Under this condition with a
ammonia-water flow rate of 5.8 ml/min, approximately 97% of the ammonia
was oxidized to nitrogen and water with no significant formation of nitrate.

After having processed 13 liters (520 ml solution/gm cat.) of ammonia-
water solution, the catalyst was oxidizing approximately 94% of the ammonia.
Therefore the catalyst was losing its activity at a very low rate. The
effect of impurities in the feed was not determined. The activity at higher
temperatures was not determined since when the temperature was increased
above 150°C the ammonia was essentially 100% oxidized.

Although the investigation was preliminary it does indicate that ammonia
removal from a steam background is feasible. Catalysts supported on non-alumina
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TABLE lO.l

LIST OF CATALYSTS TESTED FOR ACTIVITY IN THE OXIDATION

OF AMMONIA IN A HIGH WATER BACKGROUND

CATALYST MANUFACTURER SURFACE AREA

m2/g

I. 0.5% ruthenium on alumina

2. 0.5% platinum on alumina

3. 0.5% palladium on alumina

4. 4% nickel oxide, 4% iron
oxide, 4% cobalt oxide

supported on alumina

5. I0% vanadium pentaoxide on
alumina

6. 4% manganese dioxide on
silica

Engelhard Industries

Engelhard Industries

Engelhard Industries

Harshaw Chemical

Harshaw Chemical

Harshaw Chemical

74

93

unknown

78

ll5

258
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materials shouldbe invesitgated since it is probable that the deactivation
experiencedmayhave beendue to the support. Thedeactivation wasnot so
severe as to makethe process unusablehowever. Hiqher temperaturescould
be investigated to determineif undesirable products are produced. Also
the effect of impurities in the feed water shouldbe determined.
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II.0 CONCLUSIONS

I. Ammonia in small concentrations (less than 300 ppm) can be oxidized to
nitrogen and water with essentially no nitrogen oxide formation by
using a supported ruthenium catalyst and carefully limiting the reactor
temperature to 250°F or less. At reaction temperatures from 300°F to
400°F nitrous oxide is a product and at temperatures above 400°F nitro-
gen dioxide is also produced.

2. Other good catalysts for the reaction are platinum on alumina and
Hopcalite. Both of these materials, however, tend to produce more
oxides of nitrogen as products of the ammonia oxidation than does
ruthenium.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

I0.

128

Quantitative relationships for the ammonia oxidation rate as a function
of temperature and ammonia concentration are presented.

Ruthenium catalyst does not tend to be deactivated with use as one
charge operated for over 1400 hours without a loss of activity. The
reaction rate using ruthenium is not greatly affected by changes in
humidity level and oxygen concentration. Exposure to hydrogen sulfide
caused a loss of activity of about 50%.

No catalyst is known which will promote the reduction of nitrogen
oxides in the presence of oxygen at temperatures below 800°F. Thus
nitrogen oxide formation must be carefully avoided.

Ammonia in a background of mostly steam can be oxidized to nitrogen
and water using supported platinum and temperatures of 250°F to 400°F.
The reaction needs further investigation to determine the effect of
impurities on reaction rate and catalyst stability.

At 72°F the equilibrium sorption capacity of copper sulfate treated
sorbeads was significantly greater than that of Hambeads over the range

of 0-500 parts per million ammonia in the bulk gas phase.

The equilibrium adsorption isotherms can be adequately modelled using
an expression of the form proposed by Langmuir. These isotherms may
also be used to estimate the minimum amount of material required to
adsorb a given load.

The combination of an expression that assumed the surface adsorption
was controlling with an overall material balance resulted in a mathe-
matical model which adequately described the observed breakthrough
curves. A least squares analysis was used to determine recommended
design values of the rate constant.

One experimental run suggested the possibility of regeneration of
copper sulfate treated sorbeads. Further work is needed to deter-
mine the performance of this material under extended cycling.



APPENDIXA

CATALYSTSDATA

A.l RutheniumCatalyst Data

Catalyst Manufacturer ................... EngelhardIndustries

Lot Number.............................. 16-988

RutheniumContent ....................... 0.5%

Support Material ........................ Alumina

Catalyst Dimensions...................... I/8 in. X I/8 in.

Surface Area ............................ 74m2/g

Catalyst External Area .................. 10.7cm2/g

ApparentBulk Density ................... 60 Ib/ft 3

Total PoreVolume....................... 0_4cm3/g

A.2 Hopcalite Catalyst Data

Catalyst ManuTd_UF_,............... Min_ Safety Appliances

Content ................................. Mixed Oxides of Copper and Maganese

Catalyst Dimension ...................... Irregularly Shaped Particles

Surface Area ............................ 156 m2/g

External Area ........................... 12 cm2/g (Approximate)
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A.3 PlatinumCatalyst Data

Catalyst Manufacturer ................... EngelhardIndustr-ies

Lot Number.............................. 18,381

Plati numContent ........................ O.5%

SupportMaterial ........................ Alumina

Catalyst Dimensions..................... I/8 in. X I/8 in.

SurfaceArea ............................ 97 m2/g

Catalyst External Area .................. 10.7 cm2/g

ApparentBulk Density ................... 60 Ib/ft 3

PoreRadius............................. 25-35 angstroms
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ABSTRACT

Theadsorption of lO0 to 500 ppm ammonia from dry air is investi-

gated experimentally and mathematically. The adsorbent discussed is

a copper sulfate treated commercial silica gel. The isotherm data is

well represented by a Langmuir type equation. Using unsteady state

material balances, a lumped type rate equation, and the Langmuir iso-

therm, the breakthrough curves are well fitted by adjusting the value

of the one parameter in the model. A replacement reaction involving

ammonia substitution for the water of hydration in copper sulfate is

indicated.
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Introduction

The removal of ammonia at concentrations of 500 ppm or lower from

air is of interest for maintaining life supporting systems such as

manned space vehicles as well as for the treatment of certain industrial

vent streams. Several solid sorbents have been investigated for the

removal of ammonia. These range from silica gel (1), to acid impregnated

charcoal (2), to chemically treated glass (3). In our laboratory we in-

vestigated the removal of ammonia from essentially dry air at concentra-

tions of lO0 ppm to 520 ppm using a copper sulfate impregnated silica

gel as the sorbent. Our objective in the investigation was to sufficient-

ly correlate the experimental data for the system such that usable pre-

dictions of adsorber performance could be made. Since adsorbers are

inherently operated as unsteady state devices, the describing equations

for the system are partial differential equations in time and

position.

Describinq Equations

For a fixed bed adsorber, operating essentially isothermally,

assuming plug flow through the adsorber, negligible pressure drop, con-

stant velocity, and no radial gradients a material balance for the

adsorbed component of interest yields equation (1).

t

@C @C
-v _-Z= R + CB_

where C = gas phase adsorbate concentration mole/cm3

Z = bed position, cm

(i)
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.T =

V =

R =

_B =

time, min

superficial bed velocity cm/min

rate of adsorption, mole/cm3/min

bed external void fraction.

A material balance for the adsorbate loading on the solid yields

the defining equation for the rate of adsorption.

@W
PB _: R (2)

where PB = bulk density of the packed bed, g/cm3

W = adsorbent loading, mole/g.

In a detailed, mechanistic analysis the rate of adsorption on the

surface of the solid is no doubt an involved function of the fraction of

the surface covered. At a given temperature and gas phase composition

there is a fixed amount of adsorbate that can be held on the solid sur-

face. It is reasonable, then, to say that one measure of the driving

force for surface adsorption is the local displacement from equilibrium.

The rate of adsorption can often vary with position within an individual

adsorbent particle due to the existence of concentration gradients within

a particle. However in this study the intent was to use as manageable

a describing model as possible. The first attempt thus was to use a

lumped type equation to describe the rate of adsorption. The rate

equation used was

where

R : k (WE-W)

adsorption rate constant g/cm3/min

equilibrium loading, based on local gas phase adsorbate

concentration, mole/g.
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Several models have been proposed to relate the equilibrium solid

loading to the gas phase adsorbate concentration at constant temperature.

Freundlich and Langmuir isotherm forms were considered for use in this

work. The Langmuir form was found to yield a superior fit of the data

and was used in the further analysis of the adsorber. Thus the equili-

brium equation used was

_ aC
WE l + bC (4)

where a and b are temperature dependent constants.

For the work reported here the inlet concentration to the adsorber

bed was stepped at time equal zero from a zero ammonia in air concentra-

tion to some preset constant concentration value. The adsorbent bed

was in all cases but one an unexposed sample of copper sulfate treated

silica gel. Thus the system initial and boundary conditions were

= r (5)
v_v,., In

c(z,o): 0 (6)

w(z,o): 0 (7)

The approach in this work was then to simulate the transient behavior

of the adsorber using these seven equations which contain seven system

constants. Values for all seven constants must be chosen a priori to a

numeric solution of the equation set. A preferred approach might be to

reformulate the problem such that the variables are dimensionless and such

that a minimum number of parameters are involved in the problem solution.
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Thefo] 1owingchangesof variables accompli sh these objecti ves:

A

t = tk/pB (8)

Z = ZWFklv/Cin (9)

C = C/Cin (10)

W = W/WF (ll)

WE = WE/WF (12)

After making the above substitutions the following two parameter equation

set results:

^ ^ _B Cin ^_ _ : _ + r __ (13)
BZ @t _PB WF i Bt

A A

@__WW= [ C ^] - W (14)

@t l + bCin C

A

C(0,t) = l (IS)

A

C(Z,0) = 0 (16)

A

W(Z,0) = 0 . (17)
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For the physical system under consideration the last term in the gas

phase material balance was found to be insignificant since

CB Cin _

-- - 10.6 (18)

If the gas phase accumulation term is dropped the remaining equation set

contains only one parameter, bCin. For the special case where bCin equal

zero (a linear isotherm), the linear equation set can be Laplace trans-

formed with respect to t and integrated with respect to Z to give the

following equation in the Laplace domain:

A

LC = exp [-Z (s___T)s]/s . (19)

By using the series expansion for the exponential

X X2 X3
e = l + X +_T. +_T. + etc. (20)

the following time domain solution for the linear case can be found

C _ l _ Z_ I_l) n_'l zn'_m tm eNt(m!)2 (n-l)! (n+m) (21)

m=0 n=l
This analytic solution was utilized to help check the stability of the

numerical solution program.
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AdsorberLoadingat BedInlet

Theinlet of the adsorber is exposedto a constant gas phaseammonia

concentration. Thusthe loading as a function of time canbe obtained
A

analytically. At the inlet WE equal one (note that this result is inde-

pendent of isotherm form) thus

^ (22)= l - W
dt

A

A

W(at Z = 0) = l - e-t . (23)

For an adsorber operated as described here, the bed loading is most rapid

at the inlet, therefore any external mass transfer resistances would be

most significant at the beginning of the cycle.

Numerical Solution Technique

Because of the non-linear nature of the problem, numerical solution

techniques were used to solve the dimensionless equation set for various

values of the parameters B and Cin. The approach used was to apply a

Euler type finite difference equation to start the solution and then switch

to second order finite difference formulae for the remainder of the calcu-

lations. For the relatively short beds and low concentrations used in

this study, the gas phase accumulation term was found to be totally

insignificant and was dropped.

Comparison with Experimental Data

The experimental data collected was in the form of concentration

history (or breakthrough) curves. These curves are a plot of the bed exit
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ammoniaconcentration as a function of run time. Calculated bed capa-

cities weredeterminedfrom the integrated averageexit ammoniacon-

centration. Theisotherm data thus generatedare shownin Figure l

for the two temperatures investigated. Thedata are plotted a C vs

C/Wwhich for the Lan_muirform should result in a linear relationship

of intercept -I/b. In order to comparethe experimentaldata to the

numerical solution, the unknownsystemconstant k had to be determined.
A

Since for the particular dimensionless variables chosen both t and Z

contain k, the numerical solution was utilized as a plot of C versus

t/Z with lines of constant Z. Typical numerical solution results are

shown in Figure 2. As may be seen from this figure, the solution is

not greatly sensitive to changes in the parameter bCin in the range from

bCin equal about 2 to bCin equal about 4.

The central problem was to determine the value of k which would

best represent the entire data set at each temperature. A crude esti-

mate of k can be made using the initial breaktnrougn a_,u.;d uu,,_=,,-

tration. For the early minutes of the run, the bed loading is essential-

lengths. Thus the material balance can be integratedly zero for all

assuming W = 0.

" ,, l + bCin]
aZ l + bCinC

ZWFk l ^ ^
:-_in = 1 + bCin[bCin (i " C) - in C]

(24)

(25)
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The algorithm used to obtain the best value of k is outlined below:

(1) The value of k was crudely estimated from the initial break-

through ammonia concentration by the use of equation (25).

(2) The equation set was numerically solved for each value of the

parameter bCin and the results retained for values of k from

one-half the smallest estimate to twice the largest estimate.

(3) A trial and error least squares fitting program was used in
A

which a value of k was selected, the value of Z calculated for

each run, and the summation of deviation squared determined.

(4) Step (3) was repeated until the minimum sum of squares was

determined.

Using this least squares procedure the values of k determined were

k = 0.0053 ----q---at 72°F
cm3min

k = 0.0214 g/cm3/min at 100°F

The major experimental conditions for the adsorption runs considered are

shown in Table I. In addition the equilibrium loading and value for the

parameter bCin are shown. Figures 3 through 8 show the calculated break-

through curves with data points superimposed. Since the solution is only

weakly dependent on the value of the parameter bCin, the calculated break-

through curves for several of the runs are essentially the same, and these

are shown on a common plot. The agreement between predicted and experimental
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RunNumber

TABLE EXPERIMENTALCONDITIONS

V Z WF Cin
cm/min cm g/g ppm

P=BCin

21

22

24

25

26

27

28

3O

32

1340

1365

1395

1509

1314

1320

1269

1388

1223

3.]5 0.029 290 2.13

!.92 0.021 150 l.lO

3.91 0.027 325 2.39

1.98 0.030 520 3.82

2.19 0.016 90 0.66

1.91 0.022 215 1.58

2.04 0.009 235 .74

2.46 0.012 440 1.39

2.37 0.008 210 .66
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curves is reasonably good for all runs except number 25. The cause for

the poor fit for run 25 is not clear. This run had the highest inlet

ammonia concentration. The point for run number 25 is well fitted by

the isotherm equation which tends to rule out experimental error in the

flow measurement, solid charge weight, and average exit concentration.

For reference the breakthrough curve is given for a rate of adsorption

twice the least squares value. For the 72°F data as a whole, a five

per cent variation in k had an insignificant effect on the least squares

calculation.

A color interface (aqua to dark blue) traversed the bed early in

each run. Bed exit ammonia concentrations were less than 20 per cent of

the inlet concentration during the traverse. There was, however, no

detectable discontinuity in the breakthrough curves as the color inter-

face exited the bed. The color change was thought to be due to the

replacement reaction (4)

CuSO4 • 5H20 + 4NH3 _ CuSO4 • 4NH3 + 5H20 •

The characteristic color of CuSO4 • 4NH3 is dark blue. Another indication

that some type replacement occurred during a run was that the bed typical-

ly gained only 86% to 93% of the weight of ammonia adsorbed.

The latent heat of adsorption was determined using the two isotherms

to beapproximately 22 kcal/mole. Since the latent heat of condensation

of ammonia is only about 6.5 kcal/mole, an activated adsorption is again

indicated.
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RegenerationStudy

Only a very limited investigation was made on the regeneration of

saturated sorbent. Adsorbent from run 24 was regenerated by heating

in a cross flow oven for several hours at a temperature of 385°F. The

sorbent was then resaturated at identical conditions to run 24. The

adsorbent capacity after one regeneration was 80% of the fresh adsor-

bent's capacity. The characteristics of the breakthrough curve for

the regenerated sorbent were similar to the fresh sorbent except with

a slightly lower rate.

Conclusions

Copper sulfate impregnated silica _el compares favorably with other

ammonia adsorbents. Acid impregnated charcoal is reported to have an

ammonia capacity of 2.5% (mass) at a bulk ammonia concentration of

1nNo DPm. The treated silica gel used in this study had a capacity of

3% (mass) at 520 ppm ammonia.

The isothermal breakthrough curves for the relatively shortbeds

used can be well represented using a single parameter equation set.

The model used assumes surface adsorption is the rate controlling step

and that mass transfer resistances are minor. By putting the equation

set in dimensionless terms only a single parameter remains, thus making

the numerical solution more general.

The copper sulfate impregnated silica gel can be regenerated to 80%

of its original capacity by heating at 385°F.
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