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A
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PREFATORY LETTER.

g New York, 20th January, 1836.
IR,

I have the honor to enclose the residue of the Synopsis of the Indian
Tribes of North America, classed in families according to their respec-
tive languages.

My first attempt was made in the year 1823, at the request of a
distinguished friend, Baron Alexander Humboldt. It was that essay,
communicated it scems to Mr. Balbi, and quoted by him with more
praise_than it deserved, in the Introduction to his ¢ Atlas Ethnogra-
phique,” which drew the attention of the Antiquarian Society, and
induced it to ask me for a copy. I had not kept any, but had in the
mean while collected and obtained access to many important materials.
In the winter of 1825 -6, the attendance at Washington of a numerous '
delegation of southern Indians enabled me to obtain good vocabularies
of the Muskhogee, Uchee, Natchez, Chicasa, and Cherokee; and I then
published a table of all the existing tribes in the United States, which,
in its arrangement, does not differ materiaily from that now adopted.
The War Department circuluted at the same time, at my request, print-
ed forms of a vocabulary containing six hundred words, of verbal forms,
and of selected sentences; and also a series of grammatical queries.
The only communication, received in answer to those queries, is that of
the Rev. Mr. Worcester respecting the Cherokee, which is inserted in
the Appendix. The verbal forms and select sentences in that language,
the verbal forms of the Muskhogee, Chocta, and Caddo, and the copious
supplementary vocabularies in the same tongues, and in the Mohawk
and Seneca, were also received in answer; and that of the Chippeway,
by Dr. James, (Appendix to Tanner’s account,) is partly on the same
model.

I believe that I have, in every instance, stated to whom I was indebt-
ed for every communication of which any use was made, and pointed
out the authority where recourse was had to works already published. I
received most liberal assistance from every quarter where I made appli-
cation. The libraries of the Philosophical Society of Philadelphin, and
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P PREFATORY LETTER.

of the Historical Societies of New York and of Massachusetts, were
opened to me at all times, and their books and manuscripts communi-
cated without reserve. The War Department, both formerly and lately,
communicated the materials in its possession; and I am indebted to
many individuals, but especially to Mr. Du Ponceau, who, in the most
liberal and friendly manner, put his valuable collection of manuscript
vocabularies at my disposal, and gave me every information which he
thought might be of any use to me.

The form of a comparative vocabulary was adopted as far as practica-
ble; and, in preparing it, every source of information, whether in manu-
script or in works already published, was resorted to. The selection of
the words was necessarily controlled by the materials. Those and no
others could be admitted, but such as were found in a number of the
existing vocabularies, sufficient for the purpose intended. Some words
of inferior importance were introduced, only because they were com-
mon to almost all the vocabularies; and many have been omitted, be-
cause they were to be found only for a few dialects. This will account
for the absence of abstract nouns, prepositions, &c., in the Comparative
Vocabulary. The deficiency is partly supplied for the Southern and for
the Iroquois tribes, by the Supplementary Vocabulary. Although the
number of words in the comparative vocabulary (No. I.), which embraces
fifty-three tribes, was reduced to one hundred and eighty, less than one-
half of that number could be obtained for some of the languages. A
lesser vocabulary (No. IL.) of fifty-three words includes sixteen tribes.
About the same number of words has been supplied by Umfreville,
for four tribes, (No, IIL.) The miscellaneous vocabularies (No. IV.) in-
clude seventeen, whose ecanty vocabularies could not be arranged in
the same form. Of the ninety languages or dialects of which specimens
are thus given, I think that nine (marked # and y) are duplicates, or
only varieties.

The Synopsis was originally intended to embrace all the tribes north
of the semi-civilized Mexican nations. The want of materials soon
confined the inquiry, towards the south, to the territory of the United
States. The loss of the vocabularies collected by Lewis and Clarke has
not been supplied. With the exception of the Salish, and of a few
words of the Shoshonee and of the Chinook, we have as yet no knowl-
edge of the Indian languages west of the Stony Mountains, within the
United States.

The only existing tribe in the United States, east of the Mississippi,
of which the language has not been ascertained, is that of the Aliba-
mons and Coosadas, consisting of five or six hundred souls, seated on
the waters of the river Alabama, and who make part of the Creek con-



PREFATORY LETTER. 3

federacy. West of the Mississippi, and on or south of the Red river,
fragments remain, in Louisiana, of ten or twelve tribes, amounting to-
gether to about fifteen hundred souls. The vocabularies of four of these
have been obtained. Each speaks a distinct language ; and it is proba-
ble, that this is the case with some of the others. We are unacquainted
with the languages of three tribes, (the Kaskaias, Kiawas, and Bald
Heads,) estimated at three thousand souls, who wander between the
upper waters of the Red river of the Mississippi, and those of the river
Platte of the Missouri; and we have as yet but specimens of the lan-
guages of the Black Feet, of the Fall or Rapid Indians, and of the
Crows. In other respects, the Synopsis of the Indians within the United
States, east of the Stony Mountains, is nearly as complete as could have
been expected, and embraces some tribes altogether or nearly extinct.

North of the United States, all or nearly all the families of languages
are known; but the subdivision into languages or dialects of the same
family is incomplete. The inland districts of Russian America have
not been explored; and I must acknowledge some deficiency on my
part, in not having investigated all the existing materials, respecting the
various languages of the tribes whioh inhabit the seacoast and adjacent
islands, from Nootka to Prince William’s Sound.

The eighty-one tribes (excluding the nine duplicates), embraced by
the Synopsis, have been divided into twenty-eight families.* A single
glance at the annexed Map will show, that, excluding the country west
of the Stony Mountains and south of the fifty-second degree of north
latitude, almost the whole of the territory contained in the United States
and in British and Russian America is or was occupied by only eight
great families, each speaking a distinct language, subdivided, in most
instances, into & number of languages or dialects belonging to the same
stock. These are the Eskimaux, the Athapascas (or Cheppeyans), the
Black Feet, the Sioux, the Algonkin-Lenape, the Iroquois, the Chero-
kee, and the Mobilian or Chahta-Muskhog. I believe the Muskhogee,
which is the prevailing language of the Creek confederacy, and the
Chocta or Chicasa, to belong to the same family, although, in conform-
ity with general usage, they have been arranged under two distinct
heads. This would reduce the number of families to twenty-seven. Of

* The Woccons, an extinct tribe, distinguished in the vocabulary as the
XIXth family, have, since that was prepared for the press, been ascertained
to have belonged to the Catawba family, No. VII. The eight great families
embrace sixty-one of the distinct languages. Excluding the extinct Woc-
cons, the nineteen other families have each but one ascertained language or
dialect.
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the nineteen others, ten are west of the Stony Mountains; and seven of
these inhabit, south of the sixtieth degree of north latitude, the islands
and the narrow tract of land contained between the Pacific Ocean and
the continuation of the Californtan chain of mountains, as far south as
the forty-seventh degree of north latitude. Six of the remaining nine
families, the probable remnants of ancient nations, are found amongst
the southern tribes, either annexed to the Creek confederacy, or in the
ewamps of West Louisiana. The three others are the Catawbas, the
Pawnees, and the Fall or Rapid Indians. Some new families, or totally
distinct languages, will hereafter be found in the quarters already indi-
cated: West Louisiana, the wandering tribes on the upper waters of the
Arkansas and of the Missouri, and west of the Stony Mountains, in the
territory drained by the Columbia river. Many distinct languages or
dialects of the Eskimaux, of the Athapascas, and of some of the other
great families, will be added to the present enumeration. But I believe
that the classification now submitted will, as far as it goes, be found
correct. I feel some confidence, that I have not been deceived by false
etymologies; and that the errors, which may be discovcred by further
researches, will be found to consist in having considered as distinct
families some which belong to the same stock, and not in having
arranged as belonging to the same family any radically distinct lan-
guages forming separate families. The only exceptions, in that respect,
refer to the Minetare group and the Shyennes, both stated as being
Sioux, and to the Sussees, annexed to the Athapascas, in regard to
whom the evidence is not conclusive.

It must, however, be understood, that the expression “ family,” applied
to the Indian languages, has been taken in its most extensive sense,
and as embracing all those which contained & number of similar primi-
tive words, sufficient to show that they must, at some remote epoch,
have had a common origin. It is not used in that limited sense in which
we designate the Italian, Spanish, and French as languages of the Latin
stock, or the German, Scandinavian, Netherlandish, and English as
branches of the Teutonic; but in the same way as we consider the
Slavonic, the Teutonic, the Latin and Greek, the Sunscrit, and, as I am
informed, the ancient Persian, as retaining in their vocabularies conclu-
sive proofs of their having originully sprung from the same stock.

Another important observation relates to the great difference in the
orthography of those who have collected vocabularies. Those which
proceed from the native language of the writer, may be reconciled with-
out much difficulty; and it is almost sufficient, in that respect, to note
whether he was an Englishman, a German, a Frenchman, &c. But the
guttural sounds which abound in all the Indian languages, and even
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some of their nasal vowels, have no equivalent, and cannot be expressed
with our characters, as used by the French or English. The perpetual
substitution for each other of permutable consonants, the numerous mod-
ifications of which vocal sounds are susceptible, and the various ways
in which we express them, even in our own languages, have been fruit-
ful sources of the diversified manner in which the same word is spelled
by the European hearers. It requires some practice before you learn
how to decipher those varietics. The habit is, however, acquired by
comparing together the several vocabularies of the same language, and
of two or more dialects previously ascertained to be only varieties of the
same tongue. It is proper here to add, that there are nations known by
a generic name, but spread over an extensive territory, without being
united under a common government, such as the Knistinaux and the
Chippeways; of whom it may be said that they have, properly speaking,
no general uniform language, but, as might be naturaily expected, a
number of patois, differing in some respects from each other, but still so
nearly allied, that they are mutually understood without interpreters.
Whenever this is the case, we consider them as the same dialect.

The number of families, of distinct languages, and of dialects, does
not appear to be greater in North America, than is found amongst unciv-
ilized nations in other quarters of the globe, or than might have been
expected to grow out of the necessity for nations in the hunter state to
eeparate, and gradually to form independent communities. Insulated
remnants of ancient languages are also found, not only in Asia, as in the
Caucasian mountains, but even in Europe, such as the Basque. The
difficulty of accounting for that diversity, is the same here as in the
other continent; and there is nothing that I can perceive, in the number
of the American languages and in the great differences between them,
inconsistent with the Mosaic chronology.

Amidst that great diversity of American languages, considered only
in reference to their vocabularies, the similarity of their structure and
grammatical forms has been observed and pointed out by the American
philologists. The substance of our knowledge in that respect will be
found in a condensed form in the Appendix. The result appears to
confirm the opinions already entertained on that subject by Mr. Du Pon-
ceau, Mr, Pickering, and others; and to prove that all the languages,
not only of our own Indians, but of the native inhabitants of America
from the Arctic Ocean to Cupe Horn,* have, as far as they have been

'Tbe grammar of the lunguao'e of Chili is the only one, forewn to the
immediate object of the Synopsis, with which a comparison has been intro-
duced in this essay. Want of space did not permit to extend the inquiry to
the languages of Mexico and other parts of Spanish America.
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investigated, a distinct character common to all, and apparently differing
from any of those of the other continent, with which we are most fami.
liar. It is not, however, asserted that there may not be some American
languages, differing in their structure from those already known; or that
a similarity of character may not be discovered between the grammatical
forms of the languages of America, and those of some of the languages
of the other hemisphere. The conjectures lately advanced concerning
the Othomi deserve and require further investigation ; for it seems to be
admitted, that, however different in other respects, its conjugations have
the same character as those of the other languages of Mexico.

Although the materials already collected appear sufficient to justify
the general inference of a similar character, they are as yet too scanty
to enable us to point out, with precision, those features which are com-
mon to all the American languages, and those particulars in which they
differ ; or even to deduce, in those best known to us, the rules of their
grammar from the languages, such as they are spoken. 1 have tried to
abow how far those points of similarity and differences were as yet as-
certained, and have also, for one particular branch, attempted to deduce
the rules of formation ; or, in other words, to show, that, notwithstanding
the apparent complexness and multiplicity of the inflexions of the Indian
languages, they were, as in others, always regulated by analogy and
modificd by euphony. This branch of the subject is contained in the
last section of the Introductory Essay, and in the Tables of Transitions
now transmitted. I believe, that, with more ample materials and in abler
hands, the inquiry might throw some light on the formation and philo-
sophy of languages. Though far from being a competent judge, those
of America seem to me to bear the impress of primitive languages, to
have assumed their form from natural causes, and to afford no proof of
their being derived from a nationin a more advanced state of civilization
than our Indians. Whilst the unity of structure and of grammatical
forms proves a common origin, it may be inferred from this, combined
with the great diversity and entire difference in the words of the several
languages of America, that this continent received its first inhabitants
at a very remote epoch, probably not much posterior to that of the dis-
persion of mankind.

We are, however, left to most uncertain conjectures, not only in that
respect, but in regard to every thing concerning our Indians prior to
their first and recent intercourse with the Europeans. They had no
means of preserving and transmitting the memory of past events. No
reliance can be placed on their vague and fabulous traditions. They
cannot even give an account of the ancient monuments, found in the
valley of the Mississippi and of its tributary streams. The want of
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documents elucidating the past history of tribes still in the hunter state,
cannot be a matter of much regret. That of the commencement and
progress of civilization in Mexico, and in some portions of South Amer-
ica, would, if recoverable, be highly interesting. I rather incline to
the opinion, that that civilization grew out of natural causes, and is en-
tirely of American origin. )

In the brief notices of our Indian tribes, contained in the first five
sections of the Introductory Essay, I have, for the reasons above stated,
confined myself to the events subsequent to the first arrival of the
European invaders. The authorities are always referred to. The “Re-
lations de la Nouvelle France,” often quoted, are the collection of the
original annual reports of the Jesuits in Canada, to their superiors in
Europe, from the year 1633 to 1672, when they were superseded by the
¢« Lettres Edifiantes,” They have afforded to Charlevoix the principal
materials for the corresponding portion of his valuable and faithful ac-
count of the Indians; but he had not exhausted all the information they
contain. The Map annexed to the Essay shows, on a very small scale,
the seats of the Indians at the time when first discovered; that is to say,
at the beginning of the seventeenth century for the Atlantic states, and
to the westward generally, at the end of the eighteenth.

It did not come within the scope of this Essay to delineate the habits
and characteristica which distinguish the Indian race. Ample details
will be found in the writings of the earliest English and French, and of
the latest American and English travellers. I have only adverted to
some peculiarities which appeared to deserve attention, and more espe-
cially to the means of subsistence of the Indians, to the causes of their
gradual extinction, and to the only means by which, as it seems to me,
the residue can be preserved. Notwithstanding the reckless cruelty
and ravages of the first Spanish conquerors, the descendants of the na-
tive Mexicans are at present probably as numerous as their ancestors at
the time of the conquest. For this no other cause seems assignable
than the fact, that they had then already emerged from the hunter state,
and had acquired the habits of agricultural and mechanic labor.

I submit the whole to the judgment of the Antiquarian Society, and
have the honor to be respectfully, Sir,

Your very obedient servant,

ALBERT GALLATIN.
To Georek Forsowm, Esq.,

of the Publishing Commiltee
of the American Antiquarian Society, Worcesler, Mass.

P. S. The deficiency in the enumeration of the Indian tribes border-
ing on the Pacific, between the sixtieth and forty-eighth degrees of lati-
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tude, has been alluded to. The vocabularies of Mr, Sturgis and of Mr.
Bryant were received after the others had been prepared for the press,
and the account of, the Rev. Mr. Green had escaped my notice. In
order to connect these with my general table, it must be observed
that, of the four families enumerated by those gentlemen, Capt. Bryant’s
Sitka is identic with the Koulischen (xxvii. G2); that the Skiddegat,
which was supplied by Messrs. Sturgis and Bryant, is designated in the
table as Queen Charlotte’s Island {xxix. G4); that the guttural Nass
language, mentioned by Mr. Green as spoken between King George
111.’s and Queen Charlotte’s Islands, was unknown to me,and is omitted
in the table; and that the Newittee of Capt. Bryant, appears to me to
be a dialect of the Wakash, (xxv. 60,) or language of Nootka Sound.



INTRODUCTORY ESSAY.

"THe Indian Nations, partly on account of their geographical
position, partly in reference to the materials which have been
obtained, will be arranged under the following heads, viz.

1. Those who are altogether north of the United States,
but not including those families which are partly in the British
Possessions and partly in the United States.

2. The Algonkin-Lenape and Iroquois Nations.

3. The Southern Indians east of the Mississippi, and those on
the western side of that river south of the Arkansas.

4. The tribes between the Mississippi and the Pacific Ocean.
But of those west of the Rocky Mountains an imperfect gen-
eral notice only can be given, as I have been disappointed in
the expectation of obtaining vocabularies or recent correct in-
formation from that quarter.

SECTION 1.
INDIAN TRIBES NORTH OF THE UNITED STATES.

TaEese embrace only the two great families of the Eskimaux
and of the Athapascas, and some small tribes, bordering on
the Pacific Ocean, and situated north of the 5%d degree of
north latitude.

Eskimaux.

The name of Eskimaux, given to the Indians of this family, is
derived from the Algonkin word “ Eskimantick,” ¢ Eaters of
raw fish.” They are the sole native inhabitants of the shores
of all the seas, bays, inlets, and islands of America, north of
the sixtieth degree of north latitude, from the eastern coast of
Greenland, in longitude 21°, to the Straits of Behring, in longi-
tude 167° west.

VOL, II. 2
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On the Atlantic, the eastern Eskimaux extend also along
the coast of Labrador, south of the sixtieth degree of latitude,
to the Straits of Belleisle and within the Gulf of Saint Law-
rence, almost as far south as north latitude 50°.

The western division of the nation extends without interrup-
tion, along the shores of the Pacific, from the. Straits of
Behring, as far south as the extremity of the Peninsula of
Alaska, in nporth latitude 57° ; and may be thence traced east-
wardly, under the names of Konagen and Tshugazzi (Tchou-

atches), 1ill they disappear entirely in the vicinity of Behring’s

ay and Mount St. Elias, in lat. 60°, and long. about 140°.
A tribe belonging to this division, inbabits the western shores
of the Straits of Behring, or that north eastern extremity of
Asia, which lies north of the river Anadir. It is known under
the name of “sedentary Tchuktchi,” and is as yet the only
well ascertained instance of an Asiatic tribe, belonging to the
same race as any of the nations of North America.

The identity of language, along such an extent of coast,
contrasted with the great diversity found amongst small and
adjacent tribes as we proceed farther south, is a remarkable
Ehenomenon. The distance in a straight line, either from the

skimaux seen by Captain Clavering on the eastern coast of
Greenland, or from the Straits of Belleisle, to the Straits of
Behring, or to the southwestern extremity of the Peninsula of
Alaska, exceeds three thousand six hundred miles. But as the
Eskimaux communicate with each other only by water and
along the seashore, it will be found that the distance, between
those of the Straits of Belleisle, and the Konagen who inhabit
the island of Kadjak, or Kodiak, (north latitude 58°, west longi-
tude 152°,) proceeding along the seashore, is not less than five
thousand four hundred miles, without making any allowance for
the sinuosities, bays, and inlets of the coast.

But the Eskimaux, who, though they hunt during their short
summer, draw their principal means of subsistence from the sea,
are rarely found farther from its shores than about one hundred
amiles. On Mackenzie’s River, the mouth of which is in latitude
69° 40/, the boundary between them and the Loucheux, their
next inland neighbours, is in latitude 67°, 277, but no Eski-
maux huts are found south of 68° 157 ; and their distance
from the sea is still less on the Copper Mine River. They thus
form a narrow belt surrounding the whole northem coast of
America, from the 50th degree of north latitude on the Atlan-
tic to the 60th on the Pacific.
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The dividing line between the eastern and western Eskimaux
has been ascertained with considerable precision by Captain
Franklin. It is found, on the Arctic Ocean, at the northern
termination of the Rocky or Stony Mountains, in about 140°
of west longitude, where the western resort annually, for the
purpose of bartering with the eastern Eskimaux iron tools and
other articles of Russian manufacture, for seal skins, oil, and
furs. That intercourse is of recent date, and the western
speak a dialect so different from that of the eastern, that at
first they had great difficulty in understanding each other.
The dialects of the several tribes of the western division,
though obviously belonging to the same stock, differ also more
from each-other than those of the eastern Eskimaux. The
actual identity of dialect amongst these, and between very
distant tribes which have no communication together, is aston-
ishing. Augustus, a Hudson-Bay Eskimaux, of the vicinity
of Churchill, (latitude 59°, longitude 95°,) who was the inter-
preter of Captain Franklin, could converse with all the Eski-
maux met with during his two expeditions. Of those found
west of Mackenzie’s River in 137 §© west longitude, Captain
Franklin observes, that ¢ their habits were similar in every re-
spect to those of the tribes described by Captain Parry,”
Snonh parts of Hudson’s Bay,) ¢ and their dialects differed so
little from that used by Augustus, that he had no difficulty in
understanding them.” ‘The distance, in that case was m a
straight line twelve hundred miles, and more than twenty-five
hundred around the seashore.

As now informed, we may distinguish at least three dialects or
languages amongst those eastern Eskimaux, viz. 1. that of the
inhabitants of the northern and western shores of Hudson’s Bay,
which dialect extends westwardly beyond Mackenzie’s River,
as has been just now stated ; 2. that of Greenland, respecting
which it must be observed, that the inhabitants of the western
have no intercourse with those lately discovered on the eastern
coast, and that these may have a different dialect; 3. that of
the coast of Labrador, to which itis not improbable that the
lailgua"ge of the Eskimaux of Hudson’s Straits may be nearly
allied.

Captain Parry’s vocabulary, taken at Winter Island in lati-
tude 67, is the most recent, complete, and authentic we have
of the language of the Eskimaux of Hudson’s Bay, and has
accordingly been selected in preference to those of Dobbs and

of John Long.
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Not having had access to Egede’s Grammar and Dictionary
of the Greenlandish Language, a specimen only could be given,
taken from his and from Crantz’s accounts of Greenland. There
is not, it is believed, any extant vocabulary of the dialect of
the western coast of Labrador. It differs so far from that of
Greenland, that the Moravian missionaries were obliged to
make a new translation of the Gospels for the use of the Lab-
rador Eskimaux, that previously made for those of Greenland
not being sufficiently intelligible to the other tribe. An exam-
ination of both has however enabled the learned authors of the
¢« Mithridates * to ascertain the great affinity of the two dialects,
in reference both to words and to grammatical forms.

Iceland was discovered and settled by the Norwegians in the
latter end of the ninth century. I was informed by Mr. Thor-
kelson, a learned native of Iceland, and Librarian of the Royal
Library of Copenhagen, that it appeared by ancient manu-
script Icelandic chronicles, that the island was found already
inhabited by a barbarous race, which was exterminated by the
invaders. Whether they were Eskimaux cannot be ascertained.
Had they been of Norman origin, they would have probably
been preserved. _

Greenland was discovered by the Norwegians or Icelanders,
about one hundred years later than Iceland. Fur colonies
were planted shortly after on the eastern and western coast,
with which an intercourse was continued, both from Iceland
and Norway, till the beginning of the fifieenth century, when
it ceased, from causes which have been but imperfectly explain-
ed. Unsuccessful attempts were several times made to renew
it, and the eastern coast was found inaccessible from the per-
manent and enormnous accumulation of ice on its shores. It
was only in 1721, that the Danish government sent a new
colony to West Greenland. The ruins of the ancient settle-
ment, but no traces of the descendants of the first colonists,
were found. The country was then altogether occupied by
Eskimaux, of whom, or any other native inhabitants, no very
distinct account is given in the ancient relations.* The south-
ern part of the eastern coast continues to be blocked up by
ice. But Captain Scoresby was able in 1822 to approach
its northern part from about 69° to 73° of north latitude ; and

*If the account, that the Europeans were for the first time assailed
by the nations in the year 1386, is correct, it seems to indicate, that
the progress of the Eskimaux, in that quarter, was from west to east.
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Captain Clavering, the ensuing year, met with a tribe of Eski-
maux in about 74° of north latitude. It appears almost incred-
ible that they should have reached that spot, either by a land
journey of eight hundred miles across Greenland, or the same
distance along the frozen and inaccessible shores between
Cape Farewell and the open sea in 69° of latitude. It is
much more probable that, at a former period, the southern part
of the eastern coast was free of ice, in which case we need
not resort to the hypothesis, which places the old colony of
East Greenland west of Cape Farewell.

In the year 1001, an Icelander, driven by a storm, discovered
land far southwest of Cape Farewell, where a colony was
soon after sent from Greenland. The country was called Vin-
land ; and, if we can rely on the assertion, that the sun re-
mained eight hours visible during the shortest day of the year,
must have been Newfoundland. There, positive mention is
made of Indians, who from the description and the name of
Skroellings, or dwarfs, given to them by the Normans, must
have been Eskimaux. .

No mention is made of this European colony after the year
1121, when a bishop is said to have sailed from Greenland to
Vinland. But it seems that, to a very late date, there existed
in Newfoundland another race of Indians, extremely intrac-
table, seen occasionally on the eastern seashore at the Bay
Des Exploits, but residing, as was supposed, in the interior
part of the island. These are said to be now extinct ; and it is
not known, whether any vocabulary of their language, which
might indicate their origin, has ever been obtained.

hatever may have been the origin of the Eskimaux, it
would seem probable that the small tribe of the present Seden-
tary Tchuktchi on the eastern extremity of Asia, is a colony of
the Western American Eskimaux. The language does not
extend in Asia beyond that tribe. That of their immediate
neighbours, the ¢ Reindeer” or ¢ Wandering Tchuktchi,” is
totelly different, and belongs to the Kouriak family.

The vocabulary of the western American Eskimaux which
has been selected, is that of Kotzebue’s Sound immediately
north of Behring’s Straits, taken by Captain Beechy. That
of the Tchuktchi, extracted from Krusenstern, was taken by
Koscheloff; and a specimen has been added of the language
of the island of Kadjak opposite to the Peninsula of Alaska,
extractéd from Klaproth’s ¢¢ Asia Polyglotta.”



14 A SYNOPSIS OF THE INDIAN TRIBES. [1NTROD.

There does not seem to be any solid foundation for the opin-
ion of those who would ascribe to the Eskimaux an ongin
different from that of the other Indians of North America.
The color and features are essentially the same ; and the dif-
ferences which may exist, particularly that in stature, may be
easily accounted for by the rigor of the climate, and partly per-
baps by the pature of their food. The entire similarity of the
structure and grammatical forms of their language with those
of various Indian tribes, however different in their vocabularies,
which will hereafter be adverted to, affords an almost conclusive
proof of their belonging to the same family of mankind.

Kinai, KoLuscueN, aND oTHER TRIBES ON THE PaciFic.

Two tribes are found, on the Pacific Ocean, whose kindred
languages, though exhibiting some affinities both with that of
the Wgeslem Eskimaux and with that of the Athapascas, we
shall, for the present, consider as forming a distinct family.
They are the lginai, in and near Cook’s Inlet or River, and the
Ugaljachmutzi (OQugalachmioutsy) of Prince William’s Sound.
The Tshugazzi, who inhabit the country between those two
tribes, are Eskimaux and speak a dialect nearly the same with
that of the Konagen of Kadjak Island. The vocabulary
of the Kinai was taken by Resanoff, and is extracted from
Krusenstern.

From Mount St. Elias in about 60°, to Fuca’s Straits in
about 48° north latitude, several tribes are found, both on the
main and on the numerous adjacent islands, apparently in
some respects superior to the more southern tribes along the
shores of the Pacific Ocean ; and whose languages offer some
remote analogies with that of the Mexican. Although similar
affinities have been observed even in the dialect of the Ugal-
jachmutzi already mentioned, these observations apply more
specially to the ﬁoluschen, (the same with the Tshinkitani of

aptain Marchand,) who inhabit the islands and the adjacent
coast from the sixtieth to the fifty-fifth degree of north latitude.
Those best known to the Europeans, are the natives of King
George the Third’s Islands, called “Sitka’ by the Russians.
The influence of their language has been said to extend as far
south as the southern extremity of Queen Charlotte’s Island in
52° north latitude. But it is the opinion of several intelligent
Americans, who have carried on a trade with the natives along
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that coast, that a greater diversity of languages is found amongst
them than had been presumed by earlier travellers.*

The language of the Wakash Indians, who inhabit the
island on which Nootka Sound is situated (49° north latitude),
is the one in that quarter, which, by various vocabularies, is best
known to us. The appended specimen is extracted from the
Narrative of J. R. Jewitt, who was among these Indians from
1803 to 1806. That of the Koluschen was taken by the
Russian Davidoff. =~ We have added the few words given
by Mackenzie, of the language of the Friendly Village near
the sources of Salmon River in 53° of north latitude, some
of that of the inhabitants of the Straits of Fuca, taken from
the Spanish Voyage of the ¢ Suul y Mexicana,” and a short
vocabulary of those on Queen Charlotte’s Islands, lately sup-
plied by the Hon. William Sturgis, of Boston.

These languages appear to belong to distinct families. But
those several tribes have been introduced here, principally in
reference to their geographical situation.t Bounded on the
east by a range of mountains, which may be traced southward-
ly to California, and which, running parallel to the coast, no
where recedes far from it, those seashore tribes do not extend,
so far as has been ascertained, farther inland than the sources
of the short rivers which empty in that quarter into the sea.
They, like the Eskimaux, form a belt o(} about one hundred
miles in breadth, which separates the Inland Indians from the
seashore. ~ We at least know with certainty, by Harmon’s
and Mackenzie’s accounts, that the inland Athapascas extend
westwardly within that distance of the Pacific Ocean.

Sir Alexander Mackenzie, in his voyage to the Pacific, after
having descended the Tacoutche Tesse, or Fraser’s River,
which he mistook for the Columbia, as low down as 52° 30’
of north latitude, ascending it again about one hundred miles,
and then steering his course by land westwardly, across the
chain of mountains last mentioned, arrived at the sources of
Salmon River. Descending that short stream to its mouth in
Fitzhugh’s Sound, he reached the ocean in latitude 52° 20’.
He could not collect a vocabulary of the language of the in-
habitants of the seacoast, but represents it as differing from

* See Appendix,— Note by the Publishing Committee.

t It is also proper to observe, that though placed on that account under
this head, it is without any reference to the unsettled question re-
specting the bonndary between the United States and Great Britain west
of the Rocky Monntains.
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that of the Friendly Village, situated near the source of the
river and about ninety miles from its mouth. All the other
tribes along the route of Mackenzie, from the Lake Athapasca,
or “ of the Hills,” to the sources of Salmon River, belong to the
Athapasca family. The southern point which he reached on
the 'P‘acoutche Tesse, is on the boundary line between the
Athapascas and the- Atnahs,another inland tribe which extends
thence southwardly.

The chain of mountains nearest to the Pacific is a natural
limit, which separates the inland tribes from those on the shores
of that ocean. But nature had erected no such barrier be-
tween the Eskimaux, who inhabit the seacoasts of the Arctic
seas, and their southern neighbours, the Athapascas. They
are in a perpetual state of warfare; but neither covets the
territory occupied by the other. The deeply rooted and ir-
reconcilable habits of the two nations, derived indeed from their
respective geographical positions, have rendered the boundary
between them as permanent, as if it had been marked out by
nature.

ATHAPASCAS.

If from the mouth of the Churchill or Missinipi* River,
which empties into Hudson’s Bay, in latitude 59°-60°, a line
be drawn, ascending that river to its source, where it is known
by the name of Beaver River (latitude about 54°), thence along
the ridge, which separates the north branch of the River Sas-
kachewan from those of the Athapasca, or Elk River, to the
Rocky Mountains, and thence westwardly till within about one
hundred miles of the Pacific Ocean in latitude 52° 30’ ; all the
inland tribes, north of that line, and surrounded, on all the other
sides, from Hudson’s Bay to the Pacific, by the narrow belt
inhabited by the Eskimaux and the other maritime tribes last

* Missinipi, not to be confounded with the Mississipi. Both are
Algonkin denominations, the first derived from nipt, water; the last
from sipi, river. JMissi never means “father,” but, in several dialects,
#gll, whole.” In Algonkin and Knistinaux,missi ackki and messe asks,
“the whole earth, the world,” from achki, aski, earth, (Mackenzie.} In
Abenaki, messisi, “all, whole;” French towf, (Rasle.) In Delaware,
mesitscheyen, “ wholly,” (Zeisberger), I think therefore the proper
meaning of Missinipi and JMississipi, to be respectively, ©the whole
water,” and “the whole river.” Both designations are equally appro-
priate.  Rivers united form the Mississipr. The Missinipi receives
and collects the waters of a multitude of ponds and lakes.
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described, do, so far as they are known, belong, with a single
exception, to one family and speak kindred languages. I have
designated them by the arbitrary denomination of Athapascas,
which, derived from the original name of the lake since called
“ Lake of the Hills,” is also that which was first given to the
central part of the country they inhabit. Their southern boun-
dary as above described is not in all its details precisely correct,
and is rather that which existed eighty years ago, before en-
croachments had been made on their territory by the Knisti-
naux.

The exception alluded to is that of the  Quarrellers,” or
“ Loucheux,” a small tribe near the mouth of Mackenzie’s
River, immediately above the Eskimaux, whose language they
generally understand, whilst their own appeared to Mackenzie
and to Captain Franklin to be different from that of the adja-
cent Athapasca tribes. As we have no vocabulary of it, no
definitive opinion can be formed of its character.

But a portion of the territory included within the boundaries
we have assigned to the Athapascas remains still unexplored.

The Rocky Mountains are a continuation of the Mexican
Andes. The Columbia is the only large western river, empty-
ing into the Pacific, which, as well as its numerous tributaries,
has its source in that chain. Between the 35th and 40th
degrees of north latitude, the distance from the mountains to
the sea may not be less than nine hundred miles. Their course
being west of north, they gradually approach the shores, from
which they are not farther than four hundred miles in the lati-
tude of 57°-58°. The coast thence recedes westwardly,
whilst the chain continuing its course northwardly, terminates
west of Mackenzie’s River, within a very short distance of the
Arctic Ocean. No part of the inland country west. of the
Rocky Mountains and north of the 59th-or 60th degree of lat-
itude, has as yet been explored; or at least no account of it
has ever been published ; and it is only from analogy, and be-
cause the whole of the extensive territory above described,
which has been explored, is inhabited by Indians of the Atha-
pasca family, that it is presumed, that this will also be found
to-be the case with the Indians of the portion not yet explored.

The most easterly Athapasca tribe, which extends to Hud-
son’s Bay, has received from the agents of the Company of that
name the appellation of Northern Indians, as contradistinguish-
ed from the eastern Knistinaux, who inhabit the country south

VOL. II. 3
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of the Missinipi or Churchill River. It was under the guid-
ance of those Indians, and without a single white attendant,
that Hearne reached’in July, 1771, the Arctic Ocean, at the
mouth of the Coppermine River. Having no other instrument
but an old quadrant, and having made but few observations, he
placed the mouth of that river in 120° west longitude and
almost 72° of north latitude. It has since been found, by the
correct observations of Captain Franklin, to lie in 115° 37
west longitude and in latitude 67° 48’. Notwithstanding this
enormous difference, full justice has been rendered to the cor-
rectness, in other respects, of his relation. All his distances
are indeed apparently estimated from the fatigues of the jour-
ney and must be reduced. He wintered on his return on the
Lake Athapasca, and he describes the country of the Northem
Indians, as bounded on the south by Churchill River, on the
north by the Coppermine and Dog-rib Indians, on the west by
the Athapasca country, and extending five hundred miles from
east to west. It is evident that a part of Mackenzie’s Cheppe-
yans is included within that description. Hearne regrets
(Preface) the loss of a voluminous vocabulary collected by him
of the language of the Northern Indians. But, from the words
scattered through his relation, it appears clearly to be the same
with that of the Cheppeyans ; and he states (June, 1771,) that
the Coppermine and the Northern Indians are but one people,
and that their language differs less than that of provinces of
England adjacent to each other. The Cheppeyans generally
trade at and are seen in the vicinity of the Lake Athapasca.
According to Mackenzie, they consider the country between the
parallels of latitude 60° and 65° and longitude 100° to 110° west,
as their lands or home. It consists almost entirely of barrens,
destitute of trees; and they are obliged to winter in the adja-
cent woods and in the vicinity of lakes. Though the most
numerous tribe of that family, the highest estimate of their
population is eight hundred men. They call themselves, ac-
cording to Captain Franklin, Saw-eessaw-dinneh, ¢ Rising-sun
Men”; and their hunting-grounds extend towards the south to
the Lake Athapasca and to the River Churchill. The vo-
cabulary of their language by Mackenzie is the only one we
have of any of the Indian tribes of that family east of the
Rocky Mountains. The geographical situation and the names
of the other tribes are given either by Mackenzie or by
Captain Franklin, or by both. But they are all expressly
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said to speak dialects of the same language with that of the
Cheppeyans.

The tribes thus enumerated east of the Rocky Mountains
are ; north of the Cheppeyans and east of Mackenzie’s River,
the Coppermine Indians, who call themselves Tantsawhot
dinneh, ¢ Birch-rind Men,”” living formerly on the south side of
the great Slave Lake, but now north of it on Knife River, one
hundred and ninety souls ; and west of them the Thlingeha din- -
nek, or * Dog-rib ” Indians, sometimes also called * Slaves,” a
name properly meaning ‘ strangers,” and which has been
given by the Knistinaux to several tribes which they drove
farther north, or west. Population two hundred hunters.

On Mackenzie’s River, below the great Slave Lake are found
the Strongbow, Edchawtawoot, or  Thick Wood,” hunters, sev-
enty ; the Mountain Indians, hunters, forty ; the Ambawtawoot,
or “Sheep ” lndians ; and the Kancho or ¢ Hare” Indians, ex-
tending towards the great Bear Lake, and adjacent, on the west,
to the Dog-rib Indians. Below the Hare Indians are found the
Deegothee, Loucheux, or Quarrellers, already mentioned as
speaking a different language, and being adjacent to the Eski-
maux. On the River Aux Liards, (Poplar River,) or south
braneh of Mackenzie’s River, into which it empties in latitude
62° 30’ — 63°, the Nohannies, and the Tsillaw-awdoot or
 Brushwood ” Indians, are mentioned.

On the Unjigah, Unijah, or Peace River, the Beaver and
Rocky Mountain Indians; together one hundred and fifty
hunters. '

Near the sourcesof one of the branches of the Saskachawan,
the Sussees or Sursees, stated by Sir A. Mackenzie to speak a
dialect of the Cheppeyan language. This is corroborated by
information lately received from an intelligent gentleman of the
same name, who is at the head of the establishment of the
Missouri American Fur Company at the mouth of the Yellow
Stone River. The short vocabulary of Umifreville exhibits
however but few affinities.

The Athapasca or Elk River, flowing from the south, and the
Unijah or Peace River, from the west, unite their waters at the
western extremity of the Lake Athapasca, and thence assume
the name first of Slave, and, from the outlet of the Slave Lake,
of Mackenzie’s River. The River Athapasca has its source
in the Rocky Mountains ; and-the territory lying on its waters,
though formerly inhabited by Athapasca tribes, is now in the
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possession of the Knistinaux, who have driven away the origi-
nal inhabitants.

The Unijah, which is the principal branch, has its source
west of the Rocky Mountains, through which it forces its pas-
sage. It was up that river and its southwestern branch, that
Sir A. Mackenzie proceeded on his expedition to the Pacific.
He found there, as has already been stated, several tribes
speaking dialects belonging to the same famlly as that of the
Cheppeyans. He designates them under several probably local
names, Nauscud Dennies, Slouvacus Dennies, and Nagailers,
and has left a short vocabulary of the last. From Mr. Harmon,
an American, who resided several years amongst those tribes,
we have a recent and much more comprehenswe account, as
well as a vocabulary of the prmupal tribe, the Carriers, who
call themselves * Tacullies,” or  people who go upon water.’
He describes the country, called l‘re Caledonia by the North-
west Fur Company, as extending, west of the Stony Moun-
tains, three hundred and fifty miles from east to west, and from
the 5l1st to the 58th degree of north latitude. He says that it
is very mountainous, containing several lakes ; that about one
sixth part is covered with v&ater, and that the whole popula-
tion does not exceed five thousand souls. This must include
not only all the Athapasca tribes, as far north as latitude 58°,
but also part of the Atnahs.

The Tacullies appear to be seated principally on the head-
waters of Fraser’s Igwer, and Mr. Harmon mentions two other
nations as speaking similar dialects, the Sicaunies on the upper
waters of the Unijah River, and the Nateotetams," who live
west of the Tacullies, on a considerable river of the same
name, which, according to his map, empnes into the Pacific
Ocean, in about latitude 53° 30¢r.

The similarity of language amongst all the tribes that have
been enumerated under this head (the Loucheux excepted)
is fully established. It does not appear to have any distinct
affinities with any other than that of the Kinai. Yet we may
observe that the word « men,” or ““ people,” in the Eskimaux

Janguage is - - - - - innust,
" in the Cheppeyan - - - dinnie,
in some of the Algonkm—Lenape dnalects inint ;

and that the Cheppeyan word for ¢ woman,” chequots, seems
gllied to the Lenape squaw.

* Page 379. But this is doubtful.
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SECTION I1I.

ALGONKIN-LENAPE AND IROQUOIS NATIONS.

Tue Cheppeyan and other eastern Athapasca tribes are
bounded on the south by Indians of the great family, called
Algonkin by the French, and recently Lenape in America.

The Iroquois tribes are, on all sides but the south, bounded'
by the Algonkin-Lenape ; and it is most convenient to describe,
in the first place, the limits of the territory which was in pos-
session of both together, at the time when the Europeans made
their first settlements in that part of North America.

Those limits may be generally stated to have been :

On the north ; the Missinipi River from its source to its mouth
in Hudson’s Bay, and thence, crossing that bay, a line extend-
ing westwardly, through Labrador, until it reaches the Eski-
maux. :

On the east; the Labrador Eskimaux, and, from the ex-
treme boundary of these on the northern shores of the Gulf
of St. Lawrence, the Atlantic Ocean to Cape Hatteras or its
vicinity ; the line across the Gulf of St. iawrence passing
between Cape Breton Island and Newfoundland ; although it
is possible that the Micmacs, an Algonkin tribe, may have
occupied the southwestern parts of the last mentioned island.

On the south; an irregular line, drawn westerly from Cape
Hatteras to the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi or its
vicinity ; which divided the Tuscaroras, Iroquois, and various
Lenape, from some extinct tribes, and from the respective terri-
tories of the Catawbas, of the Cherokees, and of the
Chickasaws. '

On the west; the Mississippi to its source, thence the Red Riv-
er of Lake Winnipek, formerly called Lake of the Assiniboins (a
Sioux tribe), down to that lake ; whence the original line north-
wardly to the Missinipi cannot be correctly traced. The Al-
- gonkin tribes are, along the whole of this line, bounded on the
west by the Sioux. But there are several exceptions to the
general designation of the Mississippi as forming the boundary.
This was probably formerly true, as high up as Prairie du Chien
in latitude 43°. But the united Sacs and Foxes, an Algonkin
nation, are now established on both sides of the Mississippi,
from the River Desmoines to Prairie du Chien ; whilst, above
that point, the Dahcotas, the principal Sioux nation, have long
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been in full possession of a portion of the country on the east
side of the nver, at least as high up as the 45th degree of lat-
tude. And the Winnebagoes, another distinct Sioux tribe, were,
when the French made their settlements in Canada, already
established in the vicinity of Lake Michigan.

The Iroquois nations consisted of two distinct groops, both
embraced within those boundaries, but which, when they were
first known to the Europeans, were separated from each other
by several intervening, but now extinct Lenape tribes.

The northern group or division was on all sides surrounded
by Algonkin-Lenape tribes. When Jaques Cartier entered
and ascended the river St. Lawrence in 1535, he found the
site of Montreal, then called Hochegala, occupied by an Iroquois
tribe, as evidently appears by his vocabulary, an extract from
which, taken from De Laet, is annexed. We have no further
account till the year 1608, when Champlain founded Quebec;
and the island of Montreal was then inhabited by the Algon-
kins. The boundaries of the Northern Iroquois appear, at that
time, to have been as follows:

On the north, the height of land which separates the waters
of the Ottawa River, from those which fall into Lakes Huron and
Ontario and the River St. Lawrence. But the country north
of the lakes was a debatable ground, on which the Iroquois had
no permanent establishment, and at least one Algonquin tribe,
called < Mississagues,” was settled.

On the west, Lake Huron and, south of Lake Erie, a line
not far from the Scioto, extending to the Ohio, which was the
boundary between the Wyandots, or other now extinct Iro-
quois tribes, and the Miamis and IHinois.

On the east, Lake Champlain and, farther south, the Hud-
son River as low down as the Katskill Mountains, which separ-
ated the Mohawks from the Lenape Wappingers of Esopus.

The southern boundary cannot be accurately defined. The
Five Nations were then carrying on their war of subjugation and
extermination against all the Lenape tribes west of the River
Delaware. Their war parties were already seen in 1608 at
the mouth of the Susquehannah ; and it is impossible to distin-
guish between what they held in consequence of recent con-
quests and their original limits. These did not probably ex-
tend beyond the range of mountains, which form southwest-
wardly the contiuation of the Katskill chain. West of the
Alleghany Mountains they are not known to have had any
settlement south of the Ohio; though the Wyandots have left
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their name to a southern tributary of that river, (the Guy-
andot.)

The southern division of the Iroquois, the principal nation
of which was called, in Virginia, Monzans, in North Carolina,
Tuscaroras, extended above the falls of the great rivers, at
least as far north as James River, and southwardly at least to
the river Neus. They were bounded on the east by Lenape
tribes bordering on the Chesapeake and Atlantic, on the south
by the Cheraws and the Catawbas, on the north and west
by extinct tribes, some of the Lenape stock, others of doubt-
ful or unknown origin.

ALGONKIN-LENAPE NATIONS.

The numerous nations and tribes, into which that large family
was subdivided, may geographically, but not without some re-
gard to the difference of languages, be arranged under four
heads ; Northern, Northeastern, Eastern or Atlantic, and
Western.

NORTHERN.

Under this head are included the Knistinaux, the Algonkins
and Chippeways or Ojibways, the Ottawas and the Potowota-
mies and the glississagues.

The Knistinaux, Klistinaux, Kristinaux, and, by abbreviation,
Crees, are the most northern tribe of the family. Bounded
on the north by the Athapascas, they now extend, in conse-

ence of recent conquests already alluded to, from Hudson’s

ay to the Rocky l\zountains, though they occupy the most
westerly part of that territory, on the north branch of the Sas-
kachawan in common with the Sioux Assiniboins. And they
have also spread themselves as far north as the Lake Athapas-
ca. On the south they are bounded by the Algonkins and
Chippeways ; the dividing line being generally that which
separates the rivers that fall into James’s Bay and the south-
western parts of Hudson’s Bay, from the waters of the St.
Lawrence, of the Ottawa River, of Lake Superior, and of the
River Winnipek. Near Hudson’s Bay they are generally
called Northern Men. According to Dr. Robertson, th}ag' call
themselves, as many other Indian tribes do, ¢ Men,” ¢ Eithin-
yook,” or,  Iniriwuk,”’ prefixing occasionally the name of their
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special tribes. Thus the true name of the Monsonies or
Swamp Indians, who inhabit Moose River, is Mongsoa Eithyn-
yook, or, * Moosedeer men.” The same author says, that
the name Knistinaux was originally applied to the tribe of
Lake Winnipek, called Muskegons. The name has now be-
come generic, and the variations in the first syllable are only
an instance of the frequent transmutations, amongst adjacent
tribes speaking the same language, of the letters /, r, and n.
There are, however, several varieties amongst the dialects of
the Knistinaux ; the. natural result of an unwritten language,
spoken, through a territory so extensive, by tribes indepen-
dent of each other and not united by any regular alliance.
Amongst these varieties are mentioned the Muskegons and the
Monsonies, of whose dialects we have no vocabularies. That
of Harmon is most to be relied on. His wife, as he informs us,
was a native of the Snare nation, living near the Rocky Moun-
tains. Yet, allowing for differences in orthography, it does not
differ materially from that of Mackenzie’s, which must have
been taken from the Knistinaux who traded between Lakes
Winnipek and Athapasca.

It is difficult to ascertain whether the name of Algoumekins,
or Algonkins, did belong to any particular tribe, or was used as
a generic appellation. At the first settlement of Canada, all
the St. Lawrence Indians living below and some distance above
Quebec were designated by the name of Montagnars or Mon-
tagnes. This appellation was derived from a range of hills or
mountains, which, extending northwesterly from Cape Tour-
mente (five miles below Quebec), divides the rivers that fall
above that Cape into the St. Lawrence, the Ottowa, and Lake
Superior, from those, first of the Saguenay, and afterwards of
Hudson’s Bay. The chain, or rather height of land, intersect-
ed by many small lakes, may be traced according to Macken-
zie, as far as lake Winnipek, of which it forms the eastern
shore. It turns thence westwardly, and is crossed at Por-
tage Methye, (latitude 56° 40/, longitude 109°,) between the
sources of the Missinipi and a branch of the River Athapasca,
where the elevation above the sea has been roughly estimated
at two thousand four hundred feet.

The great trading-place of the Montagnars was Tadoussac,
at the mouth of the River Saguenay, where several inland tribes
and others living lower down the St. Lawrence and speaking
the same language, met annually. In the most ancient speci-
men we have of the Algonkin tongue, which is found at
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the end of Chaimplain’s Voyages, it is called Montagnar. The
name, from the identity of language, was soon after extended
to all the St. Lawrence Indians, as high up as Montreal.
Those living on the Ottawa River were more specially distin-
guished by the name of the Algonkins; and the distinction
between those two dialects, the Algonkin and the Montagnar,
was kept up for some time, until the name of Algonkin pre-
vailed.

According to Charlevoix, the Ni]gissings were the true Al-
gonkins. They are called in the First Relations, Nipissirin-
lens, and lived on Lake Nipissing, at the head of the Foriage
between the Ottawa River and the waters of Lake Huron.
This is confirmed by Mackenzie, who states, that the inhabitants
of that lake, about the year 1790, consisted of the remainder of
a numerous tribe called Nipissings of the Algonkin nation.

The difference, however, between the two dialects must have
been very trifling. Father Le Jeune acknowledges, that it
was with great difficulty that he learut the Montagnar, and that
he never became perfect in it. But in one of his letters, he
says, “I was consoled in finding that the Nipissiriniens, the
neighbours of the Hurons, understood my broken Montagnes
(mon baragoin Montagnes). Whoever should know perfectly
the language of the Quebec Indians would, I think, be under-
stood by all the nations from Newfoundland to the Hurons.” #
And in another place he says that there is.no greater difference
between those two dialects than between those spoken in dif-
ferent provinces of France. Notwithstanding the {:“ather’s mod-
esty, it appears that he had discovered some of the principal
characteristics of the language. He observes,

First, that different verbs are used according to the subject
of the action ; for instance, that, instead of the verb nimitisson
which signifies “ I eat,” another verb must be used if you spe-
cify the thing which you eat.

Secondly, that there is a difference in the verbs, according
as the object is animated or inanimate ; though they consider
several things as animated which have no soul, such as tobacco,
apples, &c¢. Thus, says he, “1 see a man,” Niouapaman triniou ;
but if 1 say, I see a stone,” the verb is Niouabaten. More-
over, if the object is in the plural number, the verb must also
be put in the plural ; “1 see men,” Niouapamonet iriniouet.}

* Relations of New France, 1636. t Ibid. 1634.
t % I see them men.”

VOL. 1I. 4
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Thirdly, that the verbs are also altered according to the
person to whom they refer. Thus 1 use a cap,” Nitaouin agou-
niscouchon. But if 1 mean to say “ I use his cap,” I must in-
stead of nitaouin, say nitaoutouan. And all these verbs have
their moods, times, and persons ; and they have different conju-
gations, according to the difference of their terminations.

Fourthly, that the verbs again differ if the action is done by
land or by water. Thus “I am going to fetch something ;" if
it is by land, and the thing is inanimate, you must say ninaten ;
if by water ninahen; if animated, and by land, ninatan ; if
animated, and by water, ninahouau ; &c.

Fifthly, that the adjectives vary according to the substan-
tives with which they are joined ; of which he gives several
instances. And he further adds that all those adjectives may
be conjugated. Thus ¢ The stone is cold,” Tabiscau assini ; “it
was cold,” tabiscaban ; it will be cold,” catatabischan.

Sixthly, that they have an infinite number of words signify-
ing many things together, which have no apparent affinity with
the words which signify those several things. Thus ¢ The wind
drives the snow;”’ wind is routin, snow is couné; and snow
being, according to the Indians, a noble or animated thing, the
verb ¢ drives,” should be rakhineou. Now, in order to say
“The wind drives the snow,” the Indians, instead of saying
routin rakhincou couné, say, in a single word, piouan. Thus,
again, nisticatcht means “I am oold,” and nissitai means “ my
feet” ; but, in order to say that my feet are cold, I must use the
word nitatagouasisin.

Besides the abovementioned specimens of the Montagnar,
and some others interspersed in the Annual Relations of New
France by the Jesuits, we have no other ancient vocabulary of
the Algonkin but that of La Hontan. The fictitious account
of his pretended travels beyond the Mississippi has very de-
servedly destroyed his reputation for veracity. Yet it would
seem that he ventured to impose on the public, only with re-
spect to countries at that time entirely unknown, and that his
account of the Canada Indians may generally be relied upon.
There cannot be any doubt, notwithstanding the observations of
Charlevoix, of the correctness of his vocabulary, which has
been transcribed verbatim by Carver and by Jobn Long, and
appears to have been the only one used for a long time among
the Indian traders.

Among the Algonkin inhabitants of the River Ottawa were
the Ottawas themselves (called by the French Outaouais),
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who were principally settled on and in the vicinity of an island
in the river, where they exacted a tribute from all the Indians
and canoes going to, or coming from, the country of the Hurons.
It is observed by the same Father Le Jeune, that, although the
Hurons were ten times as numerous, they submitted to that
imposition ; which seems to prove that the right of sovereignty
over the river, to which the Ottawas have left their name, was
generally recognised. After the almost total destruction, in
the year 1649, of the Hurons by the Five Nations, the Algon-
kin patiops of the Ottawa River generally abandoned their
abodes and sought refuge in different quarters. A part of the
Ottawas of that river, accompanied by a portion of those who
lived on the western shores of Lake Huron, amounting to
about one thousand souls, and by five hundred Hurons, after
some wanderings, joined their kindred tribes, towards the south-
western extremity of Lake Superior.*

They were followed there in the year 1665, by the Mission-
aries. ‘Their principal missions in that quarter were at Cha-
gouamigong on that lake, and at or near Green Bay on Lake
Michigan. They enumerate all the Indian nations in that
quarter, excepting only the Chippeways and the Piankeshaws ;
and an uncertain tribe, the Mascoutens, is added. In every
other respect the enumeration corresponds with the Indians
now known to us there. The Sauks and Outagamies on the
one hand, and the Miamis and Illinois on the other, are spe-
cially mentioned as speaking Algonkin dialects, but both very
different from the pure Algonkin. This last designation is
dropped, with respect to all the Indians south of Lake Supe-
rior, except in reference to language. The nation south of
that lake, mentioned as speaking pure Algonkin, is uniformly
called Outaouais ; and the Chippeways, by whom they were sur-
rounded at Chagouamigong, are never once mentioned by that
name.} It is perfectly clear that the Missionaries considered
the Ottowas and the Chippeways, as one and the same people,

Of the Potowotamies they say, that they spoke Algonkin,
but more difficult to understand than the Ouawas. As late as
the year 1671, the Potowotamies were settled on the islands
called Noquet, near the entrance of Green Bay. But, forty
years later, they had removed to the southern extremity of
Lake Michigan, where we found them, and on the very grounds
(Chicago and River St. Joseph), which in 1670 were occupied

* Relations, F. Allouez, A. D, 1666. $ Ibid. A. D. 1666 -1671.
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by the Miamis.* They are however intimately connected by
alliance and language, not with these, but with the Chippeways
and Ottawas.

About the year 1671, the Ottawas of Lake Superior re-
moved to the vicinity of Michillimackinac, and finally returned
to their original seatson the west side of Lake Huron.t It
is well known, that this nation occupied till very lately a great
portion of the Michigan Peninsula, north and west of the Po-
towotamies, whilst the Chippeways, who are much more numer-
ous, are situated around Lake Superior, extending northwest-
wardly to Lake Winnipek, and westwardly to Red River, that
empties into that lake. They are bounded on the north by the
Knistinaux, on the west and southwest by the Sioux, on the
south and southeast by the Menomenies and the Ottawas. We
have not sufficient data to ascertain the dividing line which,
north of Lake Superior, separates them on the east from the
residue of the old Algonkin tribes. Both names, Algonkin and
Chippeway, have become generic, and are often indiscriminately
used.

When the Algonkin tribes of the River Ottawa were dis-
persed in the middle of the seventeenth century, a portion
sought refuge amongst the French, and appears to have been
incorporated with those of their nation, who still reside in sev-
eral villages of Lower Canada. The Nipissings, and some
other tribes, fled towards Michillimackinac, the Falls of St.
Mary, and the northern shores of Lake Superior. It has al-
ready been stated that the Nipissings had returned to their old
seats. What became of the others is uncertain.

John Long, an Indian trader, says that he first learnt the lan-
guage amongst the Algonkins of the two mountains above Moo-
treal, and that it was mixed and corrupt. Of this he might not
be a proper judge ; but his statemnent shows, that there was a
difference between that dialect, and that spoken by the Indians
with whom he afterwards traded. These, whom he calls Chip-
eways, reside north and northeast of Lake Superior from Lake
Musquaway, north of the Grand Portage, eastwardly to the
sources of Saguenay and to the watersjof James’s Bay. His
Chippeway vocabulary must be that ol the dialect of those In-
dians, and differs but little from those, either of the Chippeways

* They sent word to the Miamis, that they were tired of living on
fish, and must have meat.

+ Relations, A. D. 1671, and Charlevoix, A. D. 1687.
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proper, or of the old Algonkins. That which he calls the Al.
gonkin vocabulary is, with few exceptions, transcribed from La
Hontan’s or Carver’s.

Those who understand the language may judge, from the
specimens Long gives of his speeches to the Indians, whether
he was well acquainted with it. A good vocabulary of the
modern Algonkin, as spoken in the villages of that nation in
Lower Canada, is wanted.

We have but scanty specimens of the Ottawa and Potowot-
amie dialects, the last chiefly from Smith Barton, the first writ-
ten, in M. Duponceau’s presence, by M. Hamelin, an educated
half-breed Ottowa. In the appended vocabulary of the Chip-
peway or Ojibway language, the words, so far as he has given
them, are borrowed from Mr. Schoolcraft, who has lately
thrown much light en its structure and character. It is hoped
that, enjoying so much better assistance than any other Ameri-
can ever did, he will pursue his labors and favor the public
with the result. The other words are principally taken from
the copious and valuable vocabulary olP Dr. E. James. The
residue has been supplied by the vocabularies of Dr. Keating
and of Sir A. Mackenzie. That of Mackenzie is designated by
him as being of the Algonkin language. Coming from Canada,
he gives that name to those Indians, from the Grand Portage to
Lake Winnipek, whom we call Chippeways.

Although 1t must be admitted that the Algonkins, the Chip-
peways, the Ottawas, and the Potowotamies, speak different dia-
lects, these are so nearly allied, that they may be considered
rather as dialects of the same, than as distinct languages. The
same observation applies, though with less force, to the dialect
of the Knistinaux, between which and that of the Algonkins
and Chippeways, the several vocabularies, particularly those of
Mackenzie, exhibit a close affinity, The Northern Algonkin
tribes enumerated under this head, may be said to form, in ref-
erence to language, but one subdivision ; the most numerous
and probably the original stock of all the other kindred bran-
ches of the same family.*

* According to an estimate of the War Department, the Chippeways,
Ottawas, and Potowotamies would amount to near twenty-two thou-
sand. It is probable that those living in Canada are partly included.
The Chippeways and Ottowas within the United States amount, by Mr.
Schoolcraft’s official report, to fourteen thousand. Adding some Ot-
towas not included and the Potowotamies, they may together be esti-
mated at about nineteen thousand. Including the Knistinaux, and the
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Although it may be presumed, that the Mississagues did not,
in that respect, differ materially from the other northern Algon-
kins (a question which Smith Barton’s short vocabulary does
not enable us absolutely to decide), they appear to have, prob-
ably on account of their geographical position, pursued a dif-
ferent policy, and separated their cause from that of their kin-
dred tribes, They were settled south of the River Ottawa,
on the banks of Lakes Ontario and Erie, and must have been
either in alliance with the Five Nations, or permitted to remain
neutral. We are informed by Charlevoix, that, in the year
1721, they had still villages near the outlet of Lake Ontario,
near Niagara, and near Detroit, and another situated between
the two first on Lake Ontario. Twenty-five years later, their
deputies attended a treaty held at Albany, between the Gover-
nor of New York and the Six Nations. These, whether {rom
a wish to enhance their own importance, or because they be-
gan to feel the want of allies, announced to the British that
they bhad “ taken in the Mississagues for the Seventh Nation,”
of their confederacy.* That intended or pretended adoption
was not however carried into effect. The tribe still subsists in
Canada ; aud some amongst them are said to have lately wan-
dered into the Eastern States.

NORTHEASTERN.

This division embraces the Algonkins of Labrador, the
Micmacs, the Etchemins, and the Abenakis.

It is probable, though not fully ascertained, that the Algon-
kin or Montagnar language, with some varieties in the dialects,
extended nearly to the mouth of the River St. Lawrence.
No account has been published of the tribes of that family
which inbabit the interior parts of Labrador. But vocabula-
ries have been published, in the sixth volume of the Collec-
tions of the Massachusetts Historical Society, of two kindred

Chippeways and Alg:mkins within the British possessions, I should think
that the whole of this northern branch of the Algonkin-Lenape fam-
ily cannot be less than thirty-five to forty thousand souls. All the
other branches of the family do not together exceed twenty-five
thousand.

* Colden, Five Nations, Treaty of 1746. The Tuscaroras had been
previously adopted as the Sixth Nation. The Mississagues appear
notwithstanding to have taken part against the British during the
seven years' war. (1 Mass, Hist. Coll. Vol. x. page 121.)
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dialects, belonging indeed to the same stock, but quite distinct
from the Algonkin. They are called respectively Skoffies and
Sheshatapoosh or Mountainees. The origin of the last name
is not known ; but the language is not that of the Tadoussac
Montagnars. 'The vocabularies of both were taken from a na-
tive named Gabriel ; and extracts will be found in the annexed
comparative vocabularies.

The tribe of the Nova Scotia Indians, near Annapolis in the
Bay of Fundy, with which the Freach first became acquaint-
ed, was called Souriquois; and a vocabulary of their language
has been preserved by Lescarbot. They are now well known
by the name of Micmacs, and inhabited the peninsula of Nova
Scotia, Cape Breton, several other islands within the Gulf of
St. Lawrence, and all the rivers emptying from the west into
that Gulf, south of Gaspé. The words in the comparative
vocabulary are taken principally from the manuscript of Father
Maynard, Missionary at Miramichi during and at the end of the
seven years’ war. It was obtained in Canada, by the late
Enoch Lincoln, Governor of Maine, who permitted me to
take copious extracts ; and the original has been placed in my
hands by his brother. The words wanted have been chiefly
supplied from another manuscript vocabulary in M. Dupon-
ceau’s collection, taken by Mr. Walter Bromley, a resident of
Nova Scotia.

When Father Maynard made his submission to the British
in 1760, he stated the number of the Micmacs to be three
thousand souls.*

The French adopted the names given by the Souriquois to the
neighbouring Indian tribes. The Etchemins, or ¢ Canoemen,”
embraced the tribes of the St. John’s River, called Quygoudy
by Champlain, and of Passamaquoddy Bay ; and the name ex-
tended thence westwardly along the seashore as far at least as
Mount Desert Island. The Island of St. Croix, where De
Monts made a temporary settlement, has been recognised to be
that now called Boon Island, which lies near the entrance of
the Schoodick River above St. Andrew’s. The river itself is
always called River of the Etchemins by Champlain, who ac-
companied De Monts, and explored, in the year 1605, the sea-
coast from the Bay of Fundy to Martha’s Vineyard.

The Indians west of Kennebec River, beginning at Choua-
coet, and thence westwardly as far as Cape Cod, were called

* 1 Mass. Hist. Coll. Vol. x, p. 115. He is there called Manach.
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Almouchiquois by the Souriquois. Chouacoet (probably Saco)
is noticed by Champlain as being the fist place along the sea-
shore where there was any cultivation. The Indians of the mouth
of the Kennebec plantedynolhing, and informed him, that those
who cultivated maize lived far inland or up the river. These
inland cultivating Indians were the well-known Abenakis, con-
sisting of several tribes, the principal of which were the Penob-
scot, the Norridgewock, and the Ameriscoggins. And it is not
improbable that the Indians at the mouth of both rivers, though
confounded by Champlain with the Etchemins, belonged to
the same nation.

The two Etchemin tribes, viz. the Passamaquoddies in the
United States, and the St. John Indians in l&ew Brunswick,
speaking, both the same language, are not yet extinct. The
vocabulary of the Passamaquoddies by Mr. Kellogg was ob-
tained from the War Department.

The vocabulary of the Abenakis is extracted from the valua-
ble manuscript of Father Rasle, (the Norridgewock Missionary,)
lately published, at Boston, under the care of Mr. Pickering;
by the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. The
Penobscot tribe, consisting of about three hundred souls,
still exists on the river of that name. The vocabulary
of their language is extracted from two manuscripts, one
taken by General Treat and obtained from Governor E. Lin-
coln, the other in M. Duponceau’s collection, taken by Mr. R.
Gardiner of Maine. The dialects of those three eastern na-
tions, the Micmacs, the Etchemins, and the Abenakis, have
great affinities with each other, but, though evidently belonging
to the same stock, differ widely from the Algonkin language.

They were all early converted by the Jesuits, remained firmly
attached to the French, and, till the conquest of Canada, were
in an almost perpetual state of hostility with the Biritish colonists.
In the year 1754, all the Abenakis, with the exception of the
Penobscots, withdrew to Canada ; and that tribe was consider-
ed by the others as deserters from the common cause. They,
as well as the Passamaquody and St. John Indians, remained
neuter during the war of Independence.

The dividing line between the Abenakis and the New Eng-
land Indians, which is also that of language, was at some place
between the Kennebec and the River Piscataqua. Governor
Sullivan placed it at the River Saco ; and this is corroborated
by the mention made by the French writers of a tribe called
Sokokies, represented as being adjacent to New England and
to the Abenakis, originally in alliance with the Iroquois, but
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which appears to have been converted by the Jesuits, and to
have ultimately withdrawn to Canada.*

EASTERN OoR ATLANTIC.

Under this head will be included the New England Indians,
meaning thereby those between the Abenakis and Hudson
River ; the Long Island Indians ; the Delaware and Minsi of.
Pennsylvania and New Jersey ; the Naaticockes of the eastemn
shore of Maryland ; the Susquehannocks ; the Powhatans of
Virginia; and the Pamlicos of North Carolina.

é’ookin, who wrote in 1674, enumerates as the five principal
nations of New England, 1. The Pequods, who may be con-
sidered as making but one people with the Mohegans, and who
occupied the eastern part of the State of Connecticut; 2. The
Narragansets in the State of Rhode Island ; 3. The Pawkun-
nawkuts or Wampanoags, chiefly within the jurisdiction of the
Plymouth Colony ; 38The Massachusetts, in the Bay of that
name and the adjacent parts. 5. The Pawtuckets, north and
northeast of the Massachusetts. Under the designation of
Pawtuckets he includes the Penacooks of New Hampshire,
and probably all the more eastern tribes as far as the Abena-
kis, or Tarrateens, as they seem to have been called by the
New England Indians. The Nipmucks are mentioned as living
north of the Mohegans, and west of the Massachusetts, occu-
pying the central parts of that State as far west as the Connec-
ticut River, and acknowledging, to a certain extent, the suprema-
cy of the Massachusetts, of the Narrangansets, or of the
Mohegans. Those several nations appear, however, to have
been divided into a number of tribes, each having its own Sa-
chem, and in a great degree independent of each other.

The great sunilarity if not the identity of the languages from
the Connecticut River eastwardly to the Piscataqua, seems to be
admitted by all the early writers. Gookin states that the New
England Indians, especially upon the seacoasts, use the same
sort of speech and language, only with some difference in the
expressions, as they differ in several counties in England, yet
so as they can well understand each other. Roger Williams,
speaking of his Key, as he calls his vocabulary, says that ‘he
has entered into the secrets of those countries wherever

* Relations, and Charlevoix, A. D. 1646, &c.
VOL. II. 5
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English dwelt about two hundred miles between the French
and Dutch plantations ; and that though their dialects do ex-
ceedingly differ within the said two hundred miles, yet not se,
but within that compass a mwan by this help may converse with
thousands of natives all over the country.” Governor Hutch-
inson also states, that from Piscataqua to Connecticut River the
different tribes could converse tolerably together.*

The Pequods and Mohegans claimed some authority over the
Indians of the Connecticut River. But those, extending thence
westwardly to the Hudson River, appear to have been divided
into small and independent tribes, united, since they were
known to the Europeans by no common government. Those
within Connecticut were sometimes called *“ the Seven Tribes.”
With respect to those along the Hudson and within the juris-
diction of New York, De Laet, who in Dutch affairs is an origi-
nal authority, places the Manhattans and the Pachamins on the
eastern bank of the river and below the Highlands; the War-
oanekins on the eastern, and the Waranancongyns on the west-
ern bank, both in the vicinity of Isopus, which he mentions
by that name ; and above these, extending to Albany, the
Manhikans on the eastern bank, and opposite to them the
Mackwaes, their mortal enemies. ¢ Maquas,” was the name
given by the Atlantic-Lenape nations to the Mohawks. In
the Manhikans we recognise the Mohicans, Mohikanders, or
River Indians. The Waroanekins and Waranancongyns are
clearly the people since known to us by the name of
Wappings or Wappingers, who have left their name to a
river in Dutchess County, and who extended across the Hud-
son, not only to Esopus, but also some distance below the
Highlands, where they were bounded on the south by the Min-
sit But they are at a later date embraced under the generic
appellation of Mohikanders,} which seems to indicate a commu-
nity of language. And the identity of name, between the
Mohikans of the Hudson and the Mohe ans of East Connec-
ticut, induces the belief that all those tribes belonged to the same
stock. We have however no ancient vocabularies of their re-
spective languages, and nust recur to those of the Stockbridge
dialect. '

* Hist. of Mass. Vol. I, p. 479.

t See treaty of Easton, of 1758, in which the Wappings of Esopus
are mentioned, and those south of the Highlands jointly with the
Minsi, execute a deed of release for lands in New Jersey.

1 See treaty of Albany of 1746, abovementioned.
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The Stockbridge Indians, were originally a part of the Hou-
satannuck Tribe, to whom the Legislature of Massachusetts
granted or secured a township in the year 1736.* Their num-
ber was increased by Wappingers and Mohikanders, and per-
haps also by Indians belonging to several other tribes, both of
New England and New York. Since their removal to New
Stockbridge and Brotherton, in the western parts of New York,
they have been joined by Mohegans and other Indians from
East Connecticut and even from Rhode Island and Long Is-
land ; and the residue of the Seven Tribes of Connecticut is also
mentioned, as being settled in the year 1791 at Brotherton.t
They are called Mohicans, or Mohekanoks and appear to speak
but one dialect. Al our information respecting that language
is derived from Old or New Stockbridge, or from Canada,
where some Indians of that family have also migrated.

Jonathan Edwards, a divine and a scholar, was brought up at
Old Stockbridge, and, whilst a child, acquired the knowledge of
the language of the Indians of that place. “It had become
more familiar to him than his mother tongue, and he had in a
great measure retained his skill,” in that respect, when he
published, in 1788, his valuable observations on the language of
the ¢ Muhhekanew Indians.” )

He states that ¢ the language which is the subject of
his observations is that of the Muhhekanew or Stockbridgze
Indians. They, as well as the tribe in New London (the* an-
cient Pequods or Mohegans), are by the Anglo-Americans
called Mohegans, which is a corruption of Mubhhekanew.

¢ This language is spoken by all the Indians throughout New
England. Every tribe, as that of Stockbridze, that of Far-
mington, that of New London, has a different dialect ; but
the language is radically the same. Mr. Eliot’s translation of
the Bible is in a particular dialect of this language. The dia-
lect followed in these observations is that of Stockbridge.”

Mr. Edwards’s vocabulary is unfortunately very short. The
defect is partly supplied by two others ; one obtained in 1804,
by the Rev. William Jenks, from John Konkaput, a New
Stockbridge Indian ; the other in M. Duponceau’s collection
taken by Mr. Heckewelder in Canada from a Mohican chief.
The appended vocabulary of that language has been extracted

* Holmes’s Annals.
+ 1 Mass, Hist. Coll. Vol. IX. p. 90, and Vol. V. pp. 12-32
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from those three sources, with the addition of some words
supplied by the mutilated remnant of a comparative vocabula-
ry compiled by Mr. Jefferson, in the library of the Philosophi-
cal Society of Philadelphia. The vocabulary of the Massa~
chusetts Indians is taken from Eliot’s Grammar, (including the
words extracted by M. Duponceau from Elliot’s translation of
the Bible,) and from Josiah Cotton’s valuable vocabulary. A
specimen from Wood’s ¢ Prospect of New England” has been
added. The words not found in Roger Williams’s Key of the
Narraganset Language, have been supplied from a recent vo-
cabulary, taken by General Treat, and communicated by the
late Enoch- Lincoln. There is no doubt respecting the great
similarity of those three dialects; and that the Indians from
Saco River to the Hudson, spoke, though with many varieties,
what may be considered as the same language, and one of the
most extensively spoken amongst those of the Algonkin-
Lenape Family.

There may have been some exaggeration in the accounts of
the Indian population of New England. In proportion as they
are separated from us by time or distance, the Indians are uni-
formly represented as more numerous than they appear whea
better known. Gookin, who wrote in 1674, states that the
Pequods were said to have been able in former times to raise four
thousand warriors, reduced in his time to three hundred men.
These bad indeed been conquered and partly destroyed or dis-
persed in the war of 1637. But, according to the accounts of that
war, the number of their warriors could not at that time have
amounted to one thousand.* The Narragansets, who were
reckoned in former tynes, as ancient Indians satd, to amount to
five thousand wartiors, did not in his time amount to one
thousand.  As the only wars in which they had been engaged:
before the year 1674, from the first European settlement in
New England, were the usual ones with other Indians, such a,
great diminution within that period appears highly improbable.
With respect to the other three great nations, to wit, the Wam-
panoags, the Massachusetts, and the Pawtuckets, Gookin esti-
mates their former number to have been in the aggregate nine
thousand warriors. He states the population of the two last
in his own time, at five hundred and fifty men, besides women

* Seven hundred, on the arrival of the British. Holmes’s Memoir,
1 Mass, Hist. Coll. Vol. IX. pp. 75-99.
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and children. This great diminution, he and all the other
ancient writers ascribed to a most fiutal epidemical sickoess,
which, a few years before the first arrival of the English, had
made dreadful ravages amongst those two nations and the
Wampanoags.

But, after making every reasonable allowance for exaggera-
tions derived from Indian reports, there can be no doubt, from
the concurrent accounts of contemporary writers, that the Indian
population, principally along the seacoast between the Old
Plymouth Colony and the Hudson River, was much greater in
proportion to the extent of territory than was found anywhere
else on the shores of the Atlantic, or, with the exception per-
baps of the Hurons, in the interior parts of the United States.
This opinion is corroborated by the enumerations subsequent to
Philip’s War, afier the greater part of the hostile Indians had
removed to Canada or its vicinity. In an account laid before
the Assembly of Conbpecticut in 1680, the warriors of the sev-
eral tribes in the State are reckoned at five hundred.* In 1698,
the converted Indians in Massachusetts were computed to
amount to nearly three thousand souls.t In 1774,by an actual
census there were still thirteen hundred and sixty-three Indians
in Connecticut, and fourteen hundred and eighty-two in Rhode
Island.] ‘Those several numbers greatly exceed those found
elsewhere, under similar circumstances, so long after the date
of the first European settlements. I think that the Indian

pulation, within the present boundaries of the States of New
mmpshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut,
must have been from thirty to forty thousand souls, before the
epidemic disease which preceded the landing of the Pilgrims.

For this greater accumulated population, two causes may be
assigned. A greater and more uniform supply of food is af-
forded by fisheries than by bhunting ; and we find accordiogly,
that the Narragansets of Rhode Island were, in proportion to
their territory, the most populous tribe of New England. It
appears also probable, that the Indians along the seacoast had
been driven away from the interior and compelled to concen-
trate themselves, in order to be able to resist the attacks of the
more warlike Indians of the Five Nations. KEven near the
seashore, from the Piscataqua to the vicinity of the Hudson,

#* Holmes’s Report. + 1 Mass. Hist. Coll. Vol. X. p. 129.
1 Ibid. Vol. X, pp. 117-119.
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the New England Indians were perpetually harassed by the at-
tacks of the Maquas. They were, Gookin says, in time of
war, so great a terror to all the ludians before nuned, that the
appearance of four or five Maquas in the woods would frighten
them from their habitations and induce many of them to get
together in forts.  Wood and other contemporary writers con-
firm this account; and the Moliawks were wont, in Con-
necticut, to pursue the native Indians and kill them even in the
houses of the Enehish settlers.®

We find accordingly the population to have been chiefly con-
centrated along the seashore and the banks of the Connecti-
cut River below its falls. "I'bat of the Nipmuck and generally
of the mland country, north of the State of Connecticut, was
much less in proportion to the territory ; and there do not ap-
pear to have been any wribes of any consequence in the nor-
thern parts of New Hampshire, orin the State of Vermont.

The Indians east of the Connecticut River never were, how-
ever, actually subjucated by the Five Nations. In the year
1669, the Indians of Massachusetts carried on even offensive op-
erations against the Maquas, marched with about six hundred
men into the Mohawk country, and auvacked one of their forts.
They were repulsed with considerable loss ; but, in 1671, peace
was made between them, through the interference of the Eng-
lish and Datch at Albany ; and the subsequent alliance be-
tween the Five Nations and the British, after they had become
permanently possessed of New York, appears to have pre-
served the New England Indians from further attacks.

The first emigrants to New England were kindly received
by the Indians; and their progress was facilitated by the ca-
lamitous disease which had recently swept off great nunibers of
the natives, in the quarter where the first settlements were
made. The peace was disturbed by the colonization of Con-
necticut River. The native chiefs had been driven away by
Sassacus, Sachem of the Pequods.  From them the Massachu-
setts emigrants purchased the lands, and commenced the settle-
ment in the year 1635. Sassacus immediately committed hos-
tilities. 'The Pequod war, as it is called, terminated (1637) in
the total subjugation of the Pequods, and was followed by for-
ty years of comparative peace. The principal event during
that period was a war between Uncas, Suchem of the Mole-

* Trumbull, passim.
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gans and of the conquered Pequods, who appears to have been
a constant though subordinate ally of the British, and Mian-
tonimo,  Sachem of the Narragansets, who had indeed assisted
them against the Pequods, but seems to have afterwards enter-
tained hostile designs against them. He brought nine hundred
warriors into the field against Uncas, who could oppose him
with only five hundred. Miantonimo was nevertheless defeated,
made prisoner and delivered by Uncas to the English. Afier
due deliberation, the Commissioners of the United Colonies
" of New England determined, that he might be justly, and ought
to be, put to death, but that this should be done out of the
English jurisdiction, ’and without any act of cruelty. He was
accordingly delivered again to Uncas and killed. The act at
this day appears un_)usuﬁable. The English had not taken an
active part in the contest. 'They might Thave refused to receive
him from Uncas. But, this having Deen done, he was under
their protection, and, however dangerous 10 tl)em, ought to
have been either released altogether, or kept a prisoner.

The Narragansets from that time kept the colonies in a state
of perpetual uneasiness. Yet the war which broke out in 1675,
commonly called King Philip’s war, can bardly be ascribed to
this or to any other particular circumstance, and appears to
have been the unavoidable result of the relative situation in
which the Indians and the whites were placed. Collisions had
during the preceding period often occurred ; but no actual hos-
tilities of any importance had taken place; and Massachusetts
particularly, though exposed to obloquy on that account, always
mterposed to prevent a war. If the Indians were not always
kindly, at least it cannot be said that they were in general un-
* Justly, treated. With the exception of the conquered Pequods,
no lands were ever forcibly taken from them. They were all
gradually purchased from those Sachems respectively in whose
possession they were. But there, as everywhere else, the In-
dians, after a certain length of time, found that, in selling their
Jands they had lost their usual means of suhsnstence, that they
were daily diminishing, that the gradual progress of the whites
was irresistible ; and, as a last eﬁbrl though too late, they at-
tempted to get rid of the intruders. The history of the Indians
in the other British colonies is everywhere substantially the
same. 'The massacre of the whites in Virginia, in the years
1622 and 1644, the Tuscarora war of North Carolina in 1712,
that with the Yemassees of South Carolina in 1715, were
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natural results flowing from the same cause. And in the year
1755, afier a peace of seventy years, notwithstanding all the
efforts made to avert it, the storm burst even in Pennsylvania.

Metacom, or King Philip, as he is generally called, was Sa-
chem of the Wampanoags, and son of Massassoit, the first and
faithful friend of the first settlers of the New Plymouth Colony.
His most powerful and active ally was Conanchet, son of Mian-
tonimo, and principal Sachem of the Narragansets. A portion
of the Indians of that nation, under another chief, named
Ninigret, the Mohegans and the Pequods, fought on the Eng-
lish side. The other tribes of Connecticut, with the exception
of some in the northern parts of the colony, appear 10 have
remained neutral. The converted Indians of Massachusetts
were friendly. All the other New England Indians, assisted
by the Abenaki tribes, joined in the war. Its events are well
known, and that, after a most bloody contest of two years,
during which the two colonies of Massachusetts and Plymouth
experienced great losses, it terminated in the complete de-
struction or dispersion of the hostile Indians. Philip, after the
most desperate efforts, was killed in the field of battle. Canon-
chet shared the fate of his father, having been, like him, taken
prisoner in an engagement, and afterwards shot. A small number
only of the Indians who had taken arms, accepted terms of sub-
mission. The greater part of the survivors joined the eastern
tribes or those of Canada. Some took refuge amongst the Mo-
hicans of Hudson River. Amongst those, who did not at that time
join the Indians in the French interest, were those afterwards
known by the name of Shotacooks, from the place of their new
residence on the Hudson, some distance above Albany. They,
however, at a subsequent epoch, became hostile, and removed
to Canada at the commencement of the seven years’ war.

- From the termination of Philip’s war, till the conquest of
Canada, the eastern and northern frontiers of New %)ngland
continued exposed to the predatory and desolating attacks of the
Eastern and Canada Indians. But they had no longer any in-
ternal enemies to combat. It appears, from the statements
already made, that from eight to ten thousand must, about the year
1680, have remained within the settled parts of those colonies.
They have ever since been perfectly peaceable, have had lands
reserved for them, and have been treated kindly and protected by
the Colonial and State Governments. They are said to amount
now to only a few hundred in all the four States. The language,
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with the exception of the Narraganset, is nearly extinct.
Many had, it is true, removed from time to time to the west-
ward. But the great diminution and approaching extinction
are due to the same causes, which have operated everywhere
else, and to which we may hereafter advert. '

It is probable that the Manhattans and the other tribes,
which may have been seated below the Highlands, on the east-
tern baok of the Hudson, within the jurisdiction of New York,
were of the same stock with their eastern neighbours on the
main along the Long Island Sound, and may also be included
under the general appellation of Mohicans. Of this, however,
we have no direct proof, as no vestige of their Janguage remains.
The Dutch purchased from them the Manhattan Island, where
they erected a fort about the year 1620, and laid the founda-
tion of New Amsterdam, now New York.* But they appear
to have been in a state of perpetual hostility with those
Indians.

De Laet, who wrote in 1624, and mentions the purchase, says
that the eastern bank of the river was, from its mouth, inhabited
by ¢ the Manathanes, a cruel nation at war with us.” He also
mentions the Delawares or Minsi, living on the opposite shore,
under the names of Sanhikans and Mahkentiwomi, as a more
homane and friendly pation. It was there accordingly that
they made their first settlement in that quarter, about the year
1610.+

About the year 1643, the Dutch appear to have been re-
duced to great distress by the Manhattans and the Long Island
Indians. They applied in vain for assistance to the Colony of
New Haven; but they engaged in their service Captain Un-
derhill, a celebrated partisan officer, with whose assistance and,
it is said, that of the Mohawks, they carried on the war for
several years. Underhill had a mixed corps of English and
Dutch, with whom he is said to have killed four hundred In-
dians on Long Island. And in the year 1646, a severe batile
took place at Horseneck on the main, where the Indians were
finally defeated. ¥ :

* Smith’s History of New York, p. 38, where is given Governor
Stuyvesant’s statement of the Dutch claim in 1644.

t The Delaware tradition (Heckewelder's Account, chap. ii.) that
they first received the Dutch, 18 correct.

t Trumbull’s History of Connecticut, passim.

VOL. I 6
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It appears, from the researches of the Hon. Silas Wood,
that there were not less than thirteen distinct tribes on Long
Island, over which the Montauks, who inbabited the eastern-
most part of the island, exercised some }\'ind of authority,
though they had been themselves tributaries of the Pequods
before the subjugation of these by the English. The two ex-
tremities of the island were settled about the same time, the
eastern by the English, and the western by the Dutch.

The original records of the towns examined by Mr. Wood
show, that the lands were in both districts always purchased
from the Indians in possession. It was only in 1665, after the
British had taken possession of New York and the whole of
the island had been annexed to that government, that it was
ordained, that no purchase from the Indians without the Gover-
nor’s license, e¢xecuted in his presence, should be valid.* The
Indians appear to have been at times, or at least with a single
exception, on friendly terms with the English ; and although
there is some discrepancy in the accounts, it is probable that
the hostilities, which had previously existed between those In-
dians and the Dutch, had ceased prior to the year 1655.%

The several tribes of Long Island spoke kindred dialects, of
which we have two specimens; Mr. Wood’s short vocabulary
of the Montauks, from a manuscript in the possession of the
late John Lyon Gardner ; and that of a tribe called Unchagogs
(by Mr. Wood), taken in 1792, by Mr. Jefferson, and in the
possession of the American Philosophical Society. Mr. Jef-
ferson states that the dialect differs a little from those of the
Shinicooks of South Hampton, or of the Montauks ; and that
these three tribes barely understood each other. 'The language
appears to me to differ farther in its vocabulary from those of
New England, than any of these from cach other. Although
a reservation of land was made for those Indians, there remain
only some Montauks; and the language is said to be extinct.

In the absence of the Dutch records, during the filty years
of their dominion, (1610-1664,) we have been obliged to
resort to the transient notices of the English or American wri-
ters. A certain fact asserted by all of them, confirmed by eye-
witnesses, and acknowledged by the Indians, is that the Mohicans
or River Indians including the Wappings, had been subjugated

* Smith's History of New York, p. 54.
1 Wood’s Account of the Settlement of Long Island.
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by the Five Nations, and paid to them some kind of tribute.
According to Governor Trumbull, the Indians as far east as the
Connecticut River had shared the same fate.* It may be
doubted whether this could properly be asserted of all of them.
But it is certain that the Long Island Indians did also generally
pay tribute; and we have the irrefragable evidence of an eye-
witness, the late Samuel Jones, that, as late as the middle of
the seventeenth century, it was collected by Mohawk deputies
in Queen’s County.

Judge Smith, in his “ History of New York,” published in
1756, says, that, “ when the Dutch began the settlement of this
country, all the Indians on Long Island and the northern shore of
the Sound, on the banks of Connecticut, Hudson’s, Delaware,
and Susquehanna Rivers, were in subjection to the Five Na-
tions, and, within the memory of persons now living, acknowl-
edged it by the payment of an annual tribute.”’{ He gives no
authority for the early date he assigns to that event. The
subsequent protracted wars of the Dutch with the Manhattans
and the Long Island Indians, and the continued warfare of the
Mohawks against the Connecticut Indians, are inconsistent with
that account, which is clearly incorrect with respect to the
Mohikander River Indians, or Manhicans. These are men-
tioned by De Laet as the mortal enemies of the Maquas. It was
undoubtedly the interest of the Dutch to promote any arrange-
ment, which, by compelling the Mohicans to remain at peace,
would secure their own and increase their trade. If they suc-
ceeded at any time, the peace was but temporary. We learn
from the Relations of the French Missionaries, that war exist-
ed in 1656, between the Mahingans and the Mohawks, and
that these experienced a severe check in 1663, in an attack
upon a Mahingan fortified village. " And Colden states that the
contest was not at an end till 1673. ¢ The trade of New
York,” he says, ‘““was hindered by the war which the Five
Nations had at that time with the River Indians ;” and he adds
that the Governor of New York  obtained a peace between
the Five Nations and the Mahikanders or River Indians.”

It is also certain that those Mohikander or River Indians,
were not reduced to the same state in which the Delawares

* Vol. L. p. 56.
t Page 216. He quotes the instance of a small tribe in Orange County

which still made ltyearléi payment of about £20 to the Mohawks,
1 Colden, chap. i1. p. 35.
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were placed. It is proved by the concurring accounts of the
French and English writers, that, subsequently to the peace
of 1674, they were repeatedly, indeed uniformly, employed
as auxiliaries in the wars of the Five Nations and the British
against the French. At the treaty of Albany of 1746, which
has already been quoted, they were positively invited and
requested to join heartily with both for that purpose; and they
acted accordingly. It may be that the Dutch or English had
obtained from the Five Nations a general release of any claim
they might have on the lands of the subdued tribes. But if
the right was reserved, it is proved by the records of Long
Island, that it was not rigidly enforced; and there is reason to
believe that the same observation applies cqually to the ancient
settlements in other parts of the State. The whole western
district has of course been purchased from the Five, or as
since called, the Six Nationps.

The Delawares call themselves Lenno-Lenape, which means
“Original, or Unmixed Men” ; perhaps originally ¢ manly
men,” if Lenape is derived from Lcnno, * man, homo,” and
nape, “male.” They say that they at first consisted of three
tribes, the Unamz, or < Turtle ” tribe, which claimed precedence
over the others, the Minst, or “Wolf” tribe, who, though still
intimately connected, separated themselves from the Delawares
proper, and speak a different dialect, and the Unalachtgo, or
“Turkey ” tribe, who remain mixed with the Unami. They were
called Loups (wolves) by the French. But it was because
they confounded them with the Mohicans and New England
Indians, whom they designated by the general appellation of
Mahingan, which means < Woll ” in the Algonkin and Chip-
peway dialects.

DELAWARE AND MINSI,

The Delaware and Minsi occupied the country bounded
eastwardly and southwardly by Hudson River and the Atlantic.
On the west they appear to have been divided from the Nanti-
cokes and the Susquehannocks, by the height of land which
separates the waters falling into the Delaware from those that
empty into the Susquehanna and Chesapeake. They proba-
bly extended southwardly along the Delaware as far as Sandy
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Hook, which seems to have belonged to another tribe.* On
the north they were in possession of the country watered by
the Schuylkill, to its sources. The line thence to the Hudson
is more uncertain. They may originally have extended to the
sources of the Delaware ; and it was perhaps owing to the
conquests of a comparatively recent date, that, at the treaty of
Easton, of 1758, the Delaware chief, Tedyuscung, who had
at first asserted the claim of his nation to that extent, restricted
it to one of the intervening ranges of hills, and acknowledged
that the lands higher up the river belonged to his uncles of the
Five Nations. East of the Delaware, the Lenape tribes were
separated by the Catskill Mountains from the Mohawks. But
it has already been stated that the Wappings intervened and
extended even below the Highlands. The division line be-
tween those Wappings and the Minsi, is not known with cer-
tainty.

T{at between the Delawares proper, and the Minsi in New
Jersey, is ascertained by an authentic document. Almost all
the lands in that colony had been gradually purchased from
those Indians respectively who had actual possession. Some
tracts remained, which both tribes stated not to have been in-
cluded within those sales. And at the same treaty of Easton
they both made distinct releases of all their claims to that resi-
due; the Delawares, for the lands lying south, and the Minsi
for those lying north of aline drawn from Sandy Hook up the
Raritan to its forks, then up its north fork to the falls of Alama-
tung, and thence in a straight line to the Pasequalin Mountain
on the River Delaware. The line in Pennsylvania between the
tribes is not so clearly ascertained. It is however known that
the tract, on which Nazareth stands, was purchased by the
Moravians from the Minsi.

Various tribes are mentioned by the Swedes and by De Laet,
on both shores of the Delaware, from its mouth to Trenton Falls;
and the same observation applies to the western shore of the
Hudson below the Highlands. But these are clearly local des-
ignations; and they are all included under the name of Rena-
pi by the Swedish writers. The Delawares proper call them-
selves Lenno-Lenape ; and the permutations of the letters r,/,
and 7, are common everywhere amongst Indian tribes speaking
the same language.

* Quere, whether the Conois ? See Alrick’s Commission.
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We have two ancient vocabularies of the Delaware, one in
the description of New Sweden by Thomas Campanius,
lately translated by M. Duponceau, and the other of the Sank-
hicans, so called, by De Laet. They are almost identical and
both are clearly Delaware. The settlements of the Swedes, on
the river of that name, do not appear to have extended far above
the present site of Philadelphia. The Sankhicans are placed
by Campanius at the Falls of the Delaware. They are men-
tioned by De Laet as occupying the western side of the Hud-
son, as living along the bays and in the interior of the country,
and, finally, as the upper nation on the Delaware known to the
Dutch, and living eighteen leagues from the mouth of that river.
The Delawares were subdivided into numerous small tribes,
distinguished by local names ; and it is clear that one of those
tribes named Sankhican by the Swedes and Dutch writers,
lived up the Delaware where both place it; and that when
De Laet speaks of them in the first passage, as inhabiting the
western side of the Hudson, he extends the appellation of
Sankhican to the Delawares generally.*

At the same time when William Penn landed in Pennsyl-
vania, the Delawares had been subjugated and made women by
the Five Nations. It is well known, that, according to that
Indian mode of expression, the Delawares were hencelorth pro-
hibited from making war, and placed under the sovereignty of the
conquerors, who did not even allow sales of land, in the actual
possession of the Delawares, to be valid without their a‘Pproba-
tion. William Penn, his descendants, and the State of Penn-
sylvania accordingly always purchased the right of possession
from the Delawares, and that of sovereignty from the Five
Nations. The tale suggested by the vanity of the Delawares,
and in which the venerable Heckewelder placed implicit faith,
that this treaty was a voluntary act on the part of the Dela-
wares, is too incredible to require a serious discussion. It cannot
be admitted that they were guilty of such an egregious act of

* We learn however, from Mr. Heckewelder, that the Delawares
called the Mohawks by that very name “Sankhicani.” It is therefore
probable that the Maquas, in the course of the war, had a fort or a settle-
ment near the Falls of Trenton, as they afterwards had one twelve
miles from Fort Christina, and that, the place being accordingly called
by the Delawares Sankhican, the Dutch and Swedes mistook it for the
name of a Delaware tribe. De Laet’s Sankhican vocabulary is at all
events Delaware.



SECT. 1I.] ALGONKEIN-LENAPE AND IROQUOIS NATIONS. 47

folly as to assent voluntarily to an agreement, which left their
deadly enemies at liberty to destroy their own kindred, friends,
and allies, with no other remedy but the empty title of Media-
tors, a character in which they never once appeared. And it
is really absurd to suppose, that any Indian tribe, victorious
too as the Delawares are stated to have been at that time,
should have voluntarily submitted to that which, according to
their universal and most deeply rooted habits and opinions, is
the utmost degradation and ignominy. But itis difficult to as-
certain when that event took place ; and it seems probable, as
asserted by the Indians, that it was subsequent to the arrival of
the Europeans. '

De Laet, in 1624, writes that the Sankhicans were mortal
enemies of the Manhattans ; which proves that the Sankhicans,
or Delawares, were not yet prohibited from going to war. We
find also in- Campanius, that the Minquas had a fort on a
high hill about twelve miles from Christina ; and he says
that as late as 1646, the Indians L}viz. the Delawares) had
taken and burnt alive one of those Minquas. He adds, indeed,
“that the Minquas forced the other Indians, who were not so
warlike as themselves, to be afraid of them, and made them
subject and tributary to them, so that they dare not stir, much
less go to war against them.” Still, taking all these remarks
together, it would appear that the war between the two na-
tions had not yet terminated in complete subjugation. This
is corroboratedy by what Evans says in the analysis of his Map ;
to wit, that the Iroquois had conquered the Lenno-Lenape;
but that these had previously sold the lands, from the Falls of
. Trenton down to the sea, to Peter Menevit, commander under
Christina, Queen of Sweden.

The first settlement of the Swedes was commenced in the
year 1631.* Peter Menevit, or Minuit, was commander or
governor, in 1638.+ Their principal establishment was in the
vicinity of Fort Christina, near the mouth of the river of
that name. In the year 1651, the Dutch built Fort Casimir,
now called Newcastle, a few miles below.I The Swedes
soon after took possession of it. But they were expelled in
1655, by the Dutch, from all their possessions on the Delaware.
The country was then governed by a director appointed by the

* Holmes’s Annals, 1 Smith’s History of New York, p. 21.
1 Ibid. p. 24.
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Dutch commander of New York, till the year 1664, when,
together with New York, it was taken by the British. Smith
has preserved, in his « History of New York,” an extract from
the Commission of Alrick, one of the first Dutch Directors,
dated April, 1657. He was appointed “ Director General of
the Colony of the South River of the Netherlands, and the
fortress of Casimir, now called Niewer Amstel, with all the
lands depending thereon, according to the first purchase and
deed of release of the natives, dated July 19th, 1651, begin-
ning at the west side of the Minquaa or Christina Kill, in the
Indian language named Suspeungh, to the mouth of the bay
or river called Bompt Hook, in the Indian language Cannaresse,
and so far inland as the bounds and limits of the Minquaas’
land, with all the streams, and appurtenances, and dependen-
cies.”’ *

This appears to be the first purchase made from the Minquas ;
and it may be inferred from all that precedes, that the final
subjugation of the Delawares took place about the year 1750.
The Europeans were then too weak to have had much, if any,
agency in that event.

At a preparatory conference held at Burlington, in August,
1758, prior to the ensuing treaty of Easton, John Hudson,
the Cayuga chief, who attended in behalf of the Six Nations,
in his speech to the Governor of New Jersey, said, ¢ the Mun-
seys are women and cannot hold treaties for themselves; but
the invitation you gave them is agreeable to us, and we will
attend, but not here ; the council-fire must be held, as hereto-
fore, in Pennsylvania.” + ‘The treaty was accordingly held at
Easton in October following, and was most numerously attended
by deputies from the Six Nations, the Chihokies or Dela-
wares, the Minsis, Wappings, Mohicans, Nanticokes, &c. The
result has already been stated. The deeds of release to New
Jersey by the Delawares and the Minsis were approved by the
Six Nations, through three of their chiefs, who signed them.
But, in the course of the conferences, they declared, through
their speaker, Thomas King, that they had no claim to the
lands of the Minsis or of their other nephews (the Delawares)
on the east side of Delaware River. Nor is there any

* Smith’s History of New York, p. 25. Chalmers (p. 632) mentions
the purchase, and that it was effected by Hudde, a Dutch officer.
1 Smith’s History of New Jersey.
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evidence in Smith’s ¢ History of New Jersey,” that the proprie-
taries of that province had ever before obtained deeds of
confirmation from tfe Six Nations, for the lands purchased from
the Delaware and Minsi tribes, which were in the actual posses-
sion of the same. It would seem, then, that the right to the
Lenape lands was not more rigidly enforced by the Five
Nations in New Jersey than in New York. The same course
might perhaps have taken place in Pennsylvania, had not Mr.
Penn applied to them for cessions which they never hesitated
to make. It may be also that, as he introduced the laudable
custom of public purchases made by solemn treaties, the Five
Nations would not permit such national councils to be held
by the Delawares without their approbation.

The use of arms, though from very different causes, was
equally prohibited to the Delawares and to the Quakers. Thus
the colonization of Pennsylvania and of West New Jersey
by the British, commenced under the most favorable auspices.
Peace and the utmost harmony prevailed for more than sixty
years between the whites and the Indians; for these were for
the first time treated, not only justly, but kindly by the colon-
ists. But, however gradually and peaceably their lands might
have been purchased, the Delawares found themselves at last
in the same situation as all the other Indians, without lands of
their own, and therefore without means of subsistence. They
were compelled to seek refuge on the waters of the Susque-
banna, as tenants at will, on lands belonging to their hated
conquerors, the Five Nations. Even there and on the Juniat-
ta, they were encroached upon by white settlers less scrupulous
than the Quakers had been. Nor can it be denied that the agents
of the Proprietaries were occasionally too urgent in asking for
further concessions of land, and in obtaining extensive and
alarming grants from the Fiive Nations. Under those circum-
stances, many of the Delawares determined to remove west of
the Alleghany Mountains, and, about the year 1740-50, ob-
tained, from their ancient allies and uncles the Wyandots, the
grant of a derelict tract of land lying principally on the Mus-
kingum. The great body of the nation was still attached to
Pennsylvania. But the grounds of complaint increased. The
Delawares were encouraged by the western tribes, and by the
French, to shake off the yoke of the Six Nations, and to join
in the war against their allies the British. The frontier settle-
ments of Pennsylvania were accordingly attacked both by the

VOL. II. T
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- Delawares and the Shawnoes. And, although peace was made
with them at Easton in 1758, and the conquest of Canada put
an end to the general war, both the Shawnoes and Delawares
removed altogether in 1768, beyond the Alleghany Mountains.
This resolution had not been taken without much reluctance.
At a preparatory conference held at Easton, in 1757, the
Delaware Chief Tedyuscung said, “ We intend to settle at
Wyoming ; we want to have certain boundaries fixed between
you and us, and a certain tract of land fixed, which it shall not
be lawful for us or our children to sell, nor for you or any of
your children ever to buy; that we may be not pushed on
every side, but have a certain country fixed for our own use and
that of our children for ever.” And, at the treaty of Easton
in 1758, he accordingly applied to the Six Nations for a per-
manent grant of land at Shamokin and Wyoming on the Sus-
quebanna. The Maqua chiefs answered that they were not
authorized to sell any lands ; that they would refer the demand to
their great council at Onondago, which alone had a right to make
sales. “In the mean while,” they added, “ you may make
use of those lands'in conjunction with our own people and all
the rest of our relations, the Indians of the different nations
in our alliance.” It is proper to add that the Delawares
did not lay any claim to the lands on the Susquehanna, which
they acknowledged to belong altogether to the Six Nations.

The removal of the Delawares, Minsi, and Shawnoes to the
Ohio, at once extricated them from the yoke of the Six Nations,
and cut off the intercourse between these and the Miamis and
other western Indians who had been inclined to enter into their
alliance. The years 1765-1795 are the true period of the
power and importance of the Delawares. United with the
Shawnoes, who were settled on the Scioto, they sustained
during the seven years’ war the declining power of %'rance, and
arrested for some years the progress of the British and Ameri-
can arms. Although a portion of the nation adhered to the
Americans during the war of Independence, the main body
together with all the western nations made common cause
with the British. And, after the short truce which followed
the treaty of 1783, they were again at the head of the western
confederacy in their last struggle for independence. Placed
by their geographical situation in the front of battle, they were
during those three wars, the aggressors, and, to the last moment,
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the most active and formidable enemies of America.* The
decisive victory of General Wayne (1794) dissolved the con-
federacy ; and the Delawares were the greatest sufferers by the
treaty of Greenville of 1795.

The greater part of the lands allotted them by the Wyan-
dots was ceded by that treaty, and they then obtained from the
Miamis a tract of land on the White l{iver of Wabash, which,
by the treaty of Vincennes of 1804, was guarantied to them
by the United States. But the Miamis having contended the
ensuing year, at the treaty of Grouseland, that they had only
permitted them to occupy the territory, but had not conveyed the
soil to them, the Delawares released the United States from
that guarantee. They did not take part with the Biritish in the
last war, and, together with some Mohicans and Nanticokes,
remained on White River till the year 1819, when they finally
ceded their claim to the United States. Those residing there
were then reduced to about eight hundred souls. A number,
including the Moravian converted Indians, had previously
removed to Canada; and it is difficult to ascertain the situation
or numbers of the residue at this time. Those who have
lately removed west of the Mississippi are, in an estimate of
the War Department, computed at four hundred souls. Former
emigrations to that quarter had however taken place, and sev-
eral small dispersed bands are, it is believed, united with the
Senecas and some other tribes.

The appended vocabularies of the Delaware and Minsi are
extracted from those in manuscript received from Mr. Hecke-
" welder, and which make part of Mr. Duponceau’s valuable
collection.

Captain Smith, the founder of the first permanent British
Colony in Virginia, has given us the names of six tribes on
the eastern shore of Virginia and Maryland. The two most
southern, the Acomack and Acohanock, spoke the Powhat-
tan language. Thence to the mouth of the Susquehanna,

* We have, in the tenth Volume of the Collections of the Massachusetts
Historical Society 1\blst series), two accounts of the Indians engaged in
the battle on the Miami, where they were defeated by General Wayne.
According to one, there were five hundred Delawares out of fifteen

hundred Indians who were in the action ; according to the other, three
out of seven hundred.
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he designates the Wighcomocos, the Kuskarawaock, the Ozimies,
and the Tockwoghs, amounting together to four hundred and sixty
warriors. He makes no mention of the Nanticokes, but, on his
map, a village of that name is placed on the Choctanck River ;
and we are informed by Mr. l-ﬁackewelder that the Nanticokes
were called by the Delawares Tawachguano, in which name that
of Tockwoghs is easily recognised. Inmore recent times, all the
Indians of the eastern shore of Maryland have been embraced
under the general designation df Nanticokes. We learn from
Charles Thompson,* that they were forced by the Five Na-
tions to enter into an alliance with them ; a fact easily account-
ed for, by the erection of the Maqua fort twelve miles from
Newcastle, by their geographical situation, and by their weak-
ness. During the first part of the eighteenth century they
began to migrate up the Susquehanna, where they had lands
allotted to them by the Six ?Vations, and were after a while
admitted as a seventh nation into that confederacy. At the
treaty of 1758, Tokaaio, a Cayuga chief, spoke in behalf of
the five younger nations, to wit, the Cayugas, the Oneidas, the
Tuscaroras, the Nanticokes and Conoys, and the Tuteloes.
The Conoys were either a tribe of the Nanticokes or intimate-
ly connected with them. Charles Thompson calls the nation
Nanticokes or Conoys, but confounds them with the Tuteloes.
Mr. Heckewelder thinks the Conoys to be the same