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Abstraet

Treating politicel efficacy es the dependent veriable the
thesis enguires into the relationship between this-dispoéition
and 8 number of categoric and attitudinal varisbles.

| Tﬁsﬁanalysis prﬁceeds through the following

. geven stagesa:
1) The creation of a2 composite efficemcy iﬁdex and a straightfo:wafd
bifariate anslysis employing sn additive efficacy measure as
the dependpnt verieble;
2) The imposition of a control for region with the netional
sample population divided into five regionzl pooulations:
viz. Atlentic Canasda, Quebec, Onterio, the Prairies, and B.C.;
3) The imposition of & control for edpcation;
4) An examinestion of the bi-dimensionality of volitical efficecy
involving an anélysis of the perception of the resvonsiveness
of government and subjective political comvetence comoonents-of
political efficacys;
5) A discussion of the logical plausibility of a relstionship
existing between political efficacy end one's exverience with
suthority in the workplace, including a review of some of the
literature pertaining to this matter;
6) An empirical test of the relstionshio between politicel
efficacy and the workplace structure of esuthoritys; end
7) K regression analysis and model positing the determinents
of efficacy in the Cénadian context.

The paper finds that the independent meesures which

i



correlate most highly with politicel efficacy are education
(gamma; .39) end the trust in men/optimism in the future index
(r= .25). Other notewofthy findings include = tendency for
thosé who came of mge politieslly du;}ng‘the Devression years
to be somewhat less efficacious than- eny other geﬁération of
respondents, the tendency for males {0 be more efficacious than
femeles iB considerably grester in Quebec than élsewhere, and
the negative correlation betﬁeen membershig in 2 union and
political efficacy is smaller in B.,C. than in the rest of the
country. -

Moreover, the present analysis repdrts only & slight
correlétion between the strucfure of authority in the -

workplace meesures and political efficacy, therefore feiling to

corroboraste the findings of Alménd and Verbe in The-Givie Culture.

Wifﬂ a8 four;item additive index as the indevendent measure
the Pearson's r is e mere .16 .

Finally, empirical support is lent to the distinction
between a subjective citizen competence and a perception of the
regononsiveness 6f government components of vpolitical efficeacy.
The two dimensions are closelylinter—related but e2re not

co—extensive.
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Political Efficacy Preliminarx Considerstions

Underetood as a value, politicel efficacy is the
cornerstone of democratic theory. EESton end Dennis write:
\. - A8 a norm (efficacy) refers to the timeless
theme of democratic theory that members of a democratic
regime ought to regerd those who occupy positions of
politicel authority =28 responsive egents and that
the members themselves ought to be disposed to participate
in the honors and offices of the system. The norm
of politicsl efficacy therefore embodies the
- expectation in democracies that members will feel
able to act effectively in polities.l
However, politicel efficesey may be understood ss
a state of mind, consieting a8 it does of @n individual's
- expectations regarding his ability to influence the political
' system. These expectations teke two forms, the first
involving a belief about the responsiveness of government (dQES
government care sbout what one thinks?; do representatives soon
lose touch with electors?), and the second teking oneself eas
the primary point of reference (nolitics_and government sre
too complicated for & person like me to understand; people
like me don't have any say about what the government does).
These dimensions are referred to by the Center for Politicsl
Studies of the University of Michigen sg externel and internal
efficecy, respectively. These gelf-directed and suthorities/
inetitution directed expectatlons combine to form politicsel
efficacy, defined simply es "the degree to which the eitigen
feels that his pub11c efforts gre fruitful and w111 be responded

"to by elected offlcials. n2 This is the conceptusligation of



_from one anotheﬁaﬁ‘

: politféal efficacy which informs the subsequent discussion.

It seems remmonable to supvose that the concept of
political efficacy éonsists of two components which, although
they mey often vary directly with qngfahother, ere not idemticsl.

And while it seems nlausible that the verson who hag confidence

in hisg ability to inflnence his enviyonment, the political sphere

included, is likely to consider that government is both accessible

‘and responsive, previous work suggests that these dimensions

 of -the concept ofﬁﬁdlitical efficacy 4o possess some independence

In 2 paper by E. Litt entitled, "Political Cynicism
and Political Futility", the suthor reports thet a lerge
vroportion pf_his sample poﬁulation register e sense of subjective
politica; cgmpetence at the seme time ss they consider the
politicgl system to be corrupt and political suthorities as
generally untrustworthy. ILitt observes:

...feelings of politicel cynicism may have different.

origins and effécts than the belief that an

individusl may not meke his voice heard in the

determination of public affairs.3
So while Litt found the ususl relationshin between political
efficecy and one;s gense that people generslly are trustworthy,
no such direct amssocietion was found between politicel efficacy
and one's belief in the trustworthiness of political authorities.

In the end Iitt suggests that political cynicism may become

institutionalized, viz. that it "mey be acquired as a community
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norm, & pert of the political acculturstion process in the

city's daily,routine."4 In other words, the sense that nolifical
authorities are nnresponsive (what Iitt refers to as politieal
cynlclsm) may be rooted in one's environment rather than in

one 's personality traits. And when de TocqneVille observes

thet "as the rulers of democretic netions a2re almost alweys
suspected of dishonorable conduct, they in some messure lend

the suthority of governmeﬁt to the base prectises of which they
are accused“,5 he is saying that men may have doﬁbts regarding

the integrity of the persons who constitute their government‘

while still having faith thet the political system works well

~end is responsive to the ¢itizenry.

Politieal efficacy hes frequently been discussed in
connection with one or more other dispositionsl stetes.
Horton and Thompson writes "(Political) efficescy mey result
in political alienation which involves not. only apethy or
indifference &s & response to awareness of powerlessness, but
also’ diffuse displeasure at being vowerless and mistrust of
those who do wield power.“'6 Also commenting upon the
relationship between political efficacy end slienstion, MCDill
and Ridley suggest that, "This voliticel alienation would
aopesr to be & reflection of a genersl feeling of social

glienation or anomia, o Weltanschauung of being megtered by
T

threstening forces beyond one's versonsl control."” And
ag Melvin Seeman observes, the sociologicel concept of =lien=tion

bears & clear resemblance to the psychological construct of
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internal .versus external control of reinforcements, i.e. "the
) individugl's sense of personal control over the reinforcement
situation, es cpntraated with his view that the occurrence

of reinforcements is devendent: uvon externel conditions, such
a8 chence, ;uck, or the manipulatibn of others."8

Politicel trust, cynicism and efficacy generzlly are

‘included under the rubric of politicel elienetion.” In

The Civic Culture one finds an implicit division of the lstter
Eoncept into input alienation (efficacy) and output slienstion
(politiesl trust). Politicel truét and cynicism involve en
evaelustion of the behavior of those who occupy positions of
political authority. Trust is nlaced in volitical suthority
as a coﬁsequence of perceived congruence between the behavior
of those in'ﬁositions of authority end the expectations which
people have with resvect to their conduct. in&ademocratic
political system which is grdunded upon theiliberal vremise
that all just rule derives from the will of the governed, the
expectation is that the incumbents of political office will
act on behalf of the public interest and not out of self-interest.
Pursuing this argument we would expect to find thet e&s the
goep between the public's output exnectations end its perceontion
of actual government outvuts widens, politieal trust will fall
and cynicism will increase. Support is lent to this hyvothesis by
Miller in his article, "Political Issues and Trust in Government:
1964-1970":

This study demonstirates that the widespread

discontent prevalent in the U.S. today arises, in
vart, out of dissatisfaction with the policy



alternetives thet heve been offered a2s solutions
to contemporary problems.l0 '

And in 2 more precise encepsulzstion of his firndings miller

statess

evaluates the policies of the-parties with resvect
to his own preference, and if dissatigfied ‘
with those poliecies it is more likely thet he will
feel rlienzted from the nolit gystem. There
is, however, nothing inherent his own policy
preference that would result in his being less
trusting of the government,ll

es.the data annlysis suggesr%\‘that the individuel

Jack Citrin, resvonding to Miller's srguments, warns
thet other interpretations of increased levels of cynicism
afe“possible. Decreasing trust mey, he suggests, reflect
increasiﬁg gsophistication on the vart of the public and,
consequently, greater congruence betweeg.whet is perceived
and objective reality; Second, Citrin argues thet:

...the burgeoning renks of the politically

cynicel may include many who are verbelizing =

casual =2nd rituslistic negstivism rather then an

enduring sense of estrangement that influences

their beliefs and actions.1l2 '

Citrin contends that "declining trust is just a2 reflection
of dissetisfrction with the incumbent"'3 and does not undermine
public trust in the regime.

Aberbach has noted thet politicel distrust may heve
qualitative consegquences for politicel behavior-whereas
inefficaciousness aopears to have only ocusntitetive conseouences.
Seys Aberbach:

The evidence is thet political distrust. elone Bpuréxn

negative voting in-national elections, especially
under certain favourasble conditions which heighten



the relevance of distrust to the voting choice.
* Peelings of powerlessmess influence turnout, but

not the voters' choices.l4
Logicelly, this is understendable given thst politica1 distrust
would seem to carry with it = resentment deriving from unfulfilled
expectations and a sensé that the public trust hes been betrayed.
This disaffection is givpn an opportunity to be directed toward
public objects during an election or referendum. Horton snd
Thomvson observe that "referendums mey serve =g institutionai
outlefs for protest...on the vart of the powerless and ordinaerily
apathetic members of the commmity."'® On the other. hsnd, a
feeling oprolitical ipefficaciousness, involving "the expectancy
or probability held by the individusl thet his own behavior
cannot determine the occurrence of the outcomes, or reinforcements,
he seeks"ls, seems likely to result in lower political perticipation
inasmuch as one of the root motivations of participation, vie.
influencing political outcomes, is undermined.

There aprears to be e separstion between the personal
and institutional factors which may act uﬁon cne's seﬁse of -
political efficacy. ILooking =t the correletion bhetween
politiecal particivation and sense of political efficecy,

M.W. Watts found theat personal politicel efficecy correl=ates
more highly with perticivetion than one's percevtions regarding
the respdnsiveness of governmental institutions. The author
observesrs

This suggests thaet the individual's beliefs abotut

his own subjective poteney in the proximel contacts

with the "system" mey be of more importence in engen-

dering hostility of support thsn diffuse notions of
institutionsl resvonsiveness to an amorphous referent



such g8 "the peOplé". The subjective component mey
come closer to reaching the individuel's motiveting
interests than the system component, particulerly
since the latter hase 2 greater likelihood of eliciting
simplistie or "socially accentable”resvonses.l?7
Watts is saying substantislly the same thing as Litt, viz. that
percevtions of the resvonsiveness of government may be vart
of the cultursl baggage one mccumuletes snd so mpy posséss
an independence from personel feelings of political comvetence.
And es Watts says, one must explain the "personasl meaning of
politieel activity for the asctor and remove some of the
cultural biae of an efficaecy measure which incorporates both
personal end systemic comnonents."l8

Frime faeie, the significence of voliticel efficacy

for an understanding of political behevior seems great. Efficacy
might reasansbly be cherscteriged ss an intervening verisble
deriving form the expnerience of sociel cless and providing =
dispositional impetus for subsequent participation.

Socimlization experience.......Politicael Effiesey.......Politicsel

{class being the crucisal . (or indeed snother Behrvior
differentieting factor) intervéning factor

like interest in

volitics)

Thig casusgel model follows that advenced by Thomvson and Horton

when they suggest the followings
In fact, it may be that politioai alienstion

- is & mediating factor between SES and politicel

particinetion which provides an rlternstive to
r"aubecultursl orientation" or self-interest explana-
tions of volitieel behsvior of the lower SES categories.lg
The relationshin between social class snd such a

dispositional verieble ss political efficrecy, though unclouded,



warrants further bonsiaeratiqn.

...(Rouseau) turns our minds...to considering -

how the socisl order affects the structure of
humen personality.220

Thet political dispositions and, more generally, personality

(%

traits often are pessed on from one generation to the next
is a proposition which incites little argumeni. Moreover, no one

will dispute that the effect which, fzctors mssociated with e

-

varticular developmental background may heve upon a person

is frequently cumuletive. Carole Patemen describes the phenomenon
thuslys
It is middle-cless children who are most likely to
score high on the efficsey scale and we know that
middle-cless femilies are most likely to provide
their children with a *participetory™ family asuthority
structure, working-class families tending to be more
wouthoriterian™ or to exhibit no consistent pattern
of authority. Since middle-cless children are also
more likely to go on to higher education, we begin

to see the apvearance of g cumuletive pattern of
participation opvortunities.pl

E-pattern is apparent. The sons and daughters of
middle class parents are more likely than those of working
class end lower cless parents t; continue their formel edunecstion
end, eventuslly, occuny an occupational role which allows A
considerable freedom for individual task definition. 1In adddition,
the - former children sre more likely than the latter to be exposged
to infomation relevant to the ongoing overation of the politicel
system. Hence, they are more likely to develop hoth a sense

that polities is sbmething which is not unrelated to their life

concerns and that they figure within the scheme of things



ovolitical. And so the experience of being born into snd reised

-in a particuler socisl cless environment hes clesr imolicetions

for the development of personslity dispomitions eand, more
varticulerly, oriéntations toward the politieesl system. Tt mey
tynically hanpen that the middle class ehild is reared by parents
who allow him or her to particlpate in the making of femily
decisions, is likely to be in continuous conteet with s streem

of politically relevent informafiqn, is dgilyrexposed to models

- whose values mey become incornoreted into his or her versonality

end belief étructures, is likely to acquire post-secondary

education and finslly achieve e work vnosition thet sllows for the

exercise of individual discretion snd the nerticipation of the
position holder in job-releted decisions. On the other hand, the
c¢hild who is reored in & working clnss household cuite litereslly
inhabits e different world from'thet of his middle cless
counterpart. His psrents mey be authoriterien with regard to
their child-rearing practices, the child mey only sporedicelly
come into-contact with information asbout things volitieal znd

80 never acguire 2 sense thet politiecs is imvortsnt to his

life concerns, he is daily exnosed to models whose velues he

may incorporate into his own personality and belief systems,

he is less likely than the middle clesss child to ecquire
post-secondaery education and, finslly, is likely to occuny )

a work role that does not sllow for his varticipetion in

22

job-releted decision making. Almond and Verbes demonstrste
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that, '

++.civic competence grows out of experiences”whidh™
foster individuel indevendence and co-operation,
.for exsmple, participation in femily decigions, the
right to complein in home and school, snd other.
similar exveriences which raimse the individusls's -
confidence that he has some contrel over his omn
life and his environment.23

With respect to the significance of politiesl efficacy

. and, more particularly, the way in which it is distributed

within a society, the contemvorary widsom seems %o be that
2 population can be too efficaciousr a curtous inversion
of democratic theory! Carole Patemen describes the modern
day restetement of democratic theory (lgi-vén suceinet

expression by, inter alia, Almond and Verbe), which holds

widespread apethy to be a sine gue nom of & heplthy democratic

system:_

«+.8 modern theory of democracy must be deseriptive
in form and focus on the on-going politicel

system. From this standpoint we can see thst high
levels of participation and interest are required
from a minority of ecitizens only and, moreover,

the apathy and disinterest of the majority

play a valuable role in msintaining the
stability of the system as a whole.24

It hes been sugrested thet, given the relationship
between = sense of efficacy and political particinetion and,
moreover, the significantly grester likelihood that peovole of
higher social standing will feel thet thg political gystem is
open to them and will tend to participste at compmratively

’

high levels, the political system may be dispronortionstely

1
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responsive to the demands of the higher'éobial stratun.
Bxpressed differently, the needs and hopes of the lower

social stratum emy not be given sufficient whight in relation
to the size of this class.2>

“The subsequent anelysis draws exclusively uponlthe
Quality of Lifelsurvey conduncted in 1977 by'thé Survey Research
Centre Ipstitute for Behavioral Research of York Uni#ersity.
The survey was carried out with £ national samnle population
of 3288 respondents. Included in the survey sre five s$aﬁdard
questions used to ﬁeasure political efficecy. They appear
below accompanied by the nrbportion of respondents who agree
(inefficacious) and the proportion who disegree (efficecious).

0.21a) Generally, those elected to Parlisment soon lose
touch with the people.

AEree..ceeeeenn. T5%
Disagree........25%

0.21b) I don't think that the government cares much what
people like me think.

AETee.cunuana...60%

Disegree...... .. 40%

0.21c) Sometimes: politics and government seem so complicated
that a person like me can't really understand what's
going on.
Agl‘ee......-....s?%
Disagree...... ...33%

0.214d) People like me don't have any say asbout what the
. government does,

Disagree........46%
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0.21e) So many other people vote in feﬁeral elections that
it doesn't matter very much whether I vote or not.

Agree........13%
 Disegree.....87% _

We have not used the final measure (0.21e) in the
subsequent snalysis due to our belief that it is lessan indicator
of politicel efficﬁcy than a meesure of one's sense of civie
obligation or, indeed, belief in a norm which is fundameﬁtal
to any democratiec politicel systpm. For_ whereas a clear
majorityfof respondents are inefficacious as measured by the
other f;;r items, onlﬁ 13% of the sample vopulation considers
that thelr vote makes no dlfference. We suénect that rGSpons%é
to this latter measure is heaV11y 1nfluenced by the pervasive
belief in a citizen's obligation to vote, the bellot box being
undefstood as the cornerstone of representative democraey.
However, we’have retained this resoonse item for use s an
independent measure to be cross-tabulated with the political
efficacy measures we create subsequently. |

During much of the subsequent analysis an
unweightéd pdditive efficacy index is used. The fact that
Q.21le represepts a much lesgé @¢ifficult test than the other
four resvonse items, sssuming that they all meagure oolitical
efficacy, teken together with the equal weight agsigned to
each iteﬁ compoeing the index caused us to omit 0Q.2le.

Qur, approachkto the exvlanstion of voliticel efficacy

in Canads resembles that used in analyses of voting behavior

or politicel particivation. Paking political efficeecy as the

Cmmwem e = s =t s —mama e
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phenomenon to be explaine&-we will look into the relat}ogship
between this disposition and fhose éategoric variables which
are most often used ss independent féfiablea in the study of
participation-or pblitical choice. Moreover, we imvose controls
for educaﬁ}on end region for the simple reason that(%gg;33 \
fariables often are found to be confounding factors, the relationship
between efficacy and another variablé not being constant acros§ -
- gducation cohorts or regions. |

Secondly, the present studyffollows Aimoud and Verba
in pu;éuing fﬁe relationship between polifical efficaﬁy and
the structure of suthority in the workplace. Howeve#, we are
unable to perform a_striét replication of this feature of the
esrlier study due to the fact that identical measures heve not
been‘useé in the two works, 'Hence; our anslysis will occur
within the bounds orescribed by our measures.

Finally, our motivetion for pursuing the question

of the bi-dimensionality of political efficacy lies largely

in the prims facie plausibility thet e meaningful distinction

cen be drawn between efficacy measures which have the self ss

the orimery voint of reference (whet we have designated ss
subjective citizen competence measures) and those geasures

which have as thei; priméry referent politicsal suthorities or
institutions(perception of the respnonsiveness of government
jtemsY. The following adaptation of data reported by R. Inglehart

in his book entitled The Silent Revolution adds fuel to our

speculation in this regard.

e et b Ak ot e et



_Table 1.1 _ |
1952 1956 1960 1964 1966 1968 1970-1972 1974

Public officials care 63% 704 7T1% 61% 59 566 504 49% 46%
what people like me -
think, ' - :
Politics and gov't  29% 364 404 314 274 29% 26% 264 274
are not too compli- -
cated for a person
~like me to under-
stand,

L
~

Noter The above figures indicate the percentage giving the
"efficacious" response. The above table is an adaptetion
of Table 11-1 (Changing Levels of Polities¥ Efficacy, .
195231974%, from Inglehart, The Silent Revolution (Princeton,
1977 , 304. ' ) . ’

-
-

=

The above data is, of course, American.‘ Notwithstanding
this the volatility over time in the case of the former measure,
as contrasted to thé-comparative stability of the latter is
éuggestive of indépeﬁdegge between these items which generslly
are g;ouped togethér ungar the rubric of politieal efficacy.
Hence, we have chosen to engage in s more rigorous testing
of this bi-dimensionality hynothesis in order to determine
whether the division we have posited is empirically supqutabie and,
furthermore, whether our independent variebles differ in their
influence upon the respective comvonents of efficacy.

With respect to the format of the paper, the analysis
proceeds as follows. ‘
i) The creation of & compogite efficecy index - This

gection involves a straightforward bivariate

analysis emvloying sn sdditive efficacy measure es

the dependent verisble.
ii) The imposition of e control for region - The nstional
semple vnepulation is divided into five regionsl

populations: viz, Atlentic Canedaz, Quebec, Ontario;
the Prairies, and B.C..
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iv)

vi)

vii)

viii)

education is the control variable.
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The imposition of = control for educetion — Formal

-

On the bi-dimensionality of political efficaecy - Thie
gection involves sn analysis of the perception of the
responsiveness of government and subjective politfiicel
competence components of politicel efficacy.

Theoretical and logical considerstions -~ This involves
a discussion of the logicel plausibility of a ;
relationship between polifical efficacy and one's
experience with authoritx)in the workplece. .This
section inecludes a review of some of the writings

upon this relationship.

An empiricel test of the relstionship between political
efficacy and the workvlace structure of authority - This
entsils an exeminstion of the indevnendent effect which
one's exveriehce. with suthority in an important
non-political setting, the workplace, has upon political
efficacy.

| A regression snalysis and model positing the determinehts

of political efficacy in the Canedisn context - Here

we probe the extent to which the verietion in political-
efficecy is accounted for by our several cetegoric.and
attitudinal independent variables.

Concluding remarks — At this point we summariee our
findings and address ourselves to the cuestions
vosed at the ourset of the psper regerding the
determinants snd dimensionelity of politicel in
Canada.,

As e finsl note regerding the oresentastion of the

following snalysis, each chapter will close with o brief summary

in which we attemot to draw together the central threads of

the discuspgion. Hopefully this will enable the resder to

retain histearings amidst a sea of dats.
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A Composite Efficacy-Index

In the following section we use @ coméosite efficacy
index as our dependent measure. What we have done is build a
gimple additive index so that a respondent who fmils to give an
efficacious resnonse to any of the four efficacy ifems is given
_a score of 0, = respondant-whd gives an efficacious-response
to one ﬁuestion is given 2 score of 1, = respondent who giﬁes
efficacious responses to two of the four items is accorded a
- score_of 2, snd so forth. We heve not sttempted to differentislly
weight the verious items, giving greater weight to those items
which ré@resent s more severe test of = respondent's efficsacy.
However, we do assign weights to the reepecti;e items &8s & later
stage when we create two rather more sophistiqated indices of
efficacy, one for perception of the responsiveness of government
and the other for subjective political competence. Methodological
deteils will be forthcoming when we are resdy to employ these
indices.
Before proceeding to the bivariste analysis the distribution
of responses across categories of the composite efficacy meassure

warrants notice,

# of Efficecious Proportion of Cumilative
Besponsen -Respondents ‘Freguency
0 31.5 31.5
1 26.3 57.8
2 19.1 . T76.9
3 15.2 92.1
4 7.9 100.0

Whet ig striking sbout the above distribution is the Teletive



paucity of respondents who fall into the gigher efficaey categories.
Pully 57.8% of the respondents give one or no efficecious responses.
And less than a querter of the respondents give three or more
efficacious responses. One may fairly say thet in absolute

terms the level of efficacy in Canada; g8 has ﬁeen documented
in previous studies, is 1ow.1

i) Categoric Independent Varisbles

The first cross-tebulation involves voliticel efficsey

by region. Andone‘fin&s that whi'ie there is some inter-regionsl

variation in the distribution of responses it is not terribly

&
great.
‘ Table 2.1
# of Eff. Atl, Que. Ont, Preiries. B.C. Canada
Regponses : : S o :
0 38.2 35.1 27.8 31.5 28.9 31.5
1 26.8 23.4 26.7 29.6 27.3 26,3
2 13.7 17.4 20.3 21.0 21.2 19.1
3 14.4 14.7 17.3 13.4 12.8 -1k.2
4 6.9 9.4 7.9 4.6 9.7 7.9
Mean sScoTe 1.3 1-4 105 1.3 \ 105 1-4 F=3I7*
N=28l N=785 N=1075 N=492 N=320 N-2952

x°=41.86 af=16  Px<.001 T~ V=.06
*significent at .01 level

Looking at the lesst efficecious resnondenté, those
who give no efficacious responses, one findsthdt the proportion ~
of extremely unefficacious people is greatest in Atlantic Ceaneda
(38.2) and Quebec {35.1), and least in Ontario (27.8) and
British Columbis (28.9). But one must be ceutiouswbécauée the

above table can be read otherwise. For instence, if one takes

only those respondents who fall into the 3 snd 4 efficecious
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reaponses categoriesthe following pattern obtains..

Atl. Oue. ' - Ont. Prairies B.C.
21.3 24.1 . 95,2 18.0 22.5

Clearly, the inter-regional veriation, the Prairies excluded,
is very smell., A similar conclusion is drawn from = reading
of the mean scores which renge from 2 low of 1.3 to & high of
1.5 . |

Now/glthough éaution is sdvised in the resding of
table 2.1, our initial interpretztion, i.e, thet the greastest
proportion of very inefficecious respondents is to be found in
eastern Canadsa, moét'particularly in Atlentic Cansda (where
65% of the population gives one or fewer efficecious rGSpoﬁses
as compared to the‘natiqnal provortion of 57.8%), seems plsusible
given the objective reality of Atlantic Canadiasn politicel
impotence. Having but & small percentage of the seats in the
national legislature, perceiving that the politieel dielogue
in Canada focuses most often upon versonalities, events and
issues germaine to the Toronto/Quebec City exis, although
more Trecently the West has come to figure more largely in the
ongoing political orocess, Atlantic Censdiens are more prone

then other Canadians to feel that the volitical system is

" insccessible and remote from any influence which they can bring

N\
to bear. In a word, the condition of Atlentic Can=ds vis-a-vis

? and this sense of

the Cansdien politieal system is perivheresl
being at the fringe of things is reflected in the attitudes of

the pooulace.
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Of course British Columbia is slso far from the
fulerum upon which the Cenadien political system teeters, and
yet the 1éve1 of éfficacy amongst the B.C., sample nOpulatipn is
comparativai§ high, We would suggest that, notwithstanding that
thig region of Canade is. resentful of the near monopoly which
Onterio snd Quebec seem =t times to possess with respect to .
national polities, this monopoly being reflectedlinrmedia coverage
of things politicai in Canada and in the obsequiousness which
national pnrty leaders feel obliged to pey to centrel Canada
a2t election_time, the comperatively high level of education
in B.C:, the reiative abundence of the provincé, and a2 political
culture which inecludes a considersble sense of unity snd power
amongst the working-class through their trade unions, 11 combine
to comvensate for wnatever sense of being outside of the political
meingtream is engendered by geographic location.

Turning now to efficacy by the sex of = respondent

we observe the following pattern.

Table 2.2
# of Eff. Male Pemzale
Responses : :
0 29.4 33.6
1 26.0 26.7
2 1805 19.8
3 16.8 13.5
4 9.3 6.4
Mean score 1.5 1.3 F=14.6*

N=1498 N=1454
x°-17.82  df=4  Px.0l1  V=.08
*gignificent at .001 level



Males are marginally more likely thaﬁ femsles to be efficacious.
Horeover, while thg diffefence between the sexes is quite =mell
we suspect thet it has growm emaller over time snd will continme
to dissibate s more and more women arrive st a political
self-conception which is independent of their husbend's. Perhaps
the most interesting resding of the above tazble is obtained

' when the two highest effiéacy cétegories'are collepsed.

NMale Femele
26,1 19,9

One remarks that even in 1977, efter = decaderand a half of
struggling to win acceutaﬁce for the ideglthat women c¢sn occcupy
roleé other than those traditionally designated as women's preserve,
roughly-30% more males than females fall into the 3 snd 4
efficacious responses categories of our composite measure,

The third cross-tabulation is efficaéy by age. The
age variable is divided into six cohortss 18-29, 30-39, 40-49,
50-59, 60-69, snd 70 =nd above. The findings sre rather

interesting.
Table 2.3

Ceme of Age Politically 68-77 59-68 49-58 39-48 ©29-38 28 and
before

# of Eff. 18-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-f9 70 +

Responses , L

0 27.9 25.7 33.2 33.1 44,2 41.0

1 25.0 26.4 27.5 27.7 27.1 25.5

2 23.1 20.6 18.2 15.8 13.2 13.7

3 18.1 19.1 11.5 12.9 9.4 11.2

4 5.9 i 8.3 9.5 10.5 6.1 8.7

Mean score 1.5 1.6 l.4 0 1.4 1.1 1.2 F=8.2=*

x°-88.68  af=20  P<.001 Gammae —.11
*gignificant at .00l level



Eboye each age cohort we have indicated@ the years during which
each generation of respondents came of age politicelly. In as
much as the asccordance of full politiesl rights at the age of
18 years is a relatively recent situastion(i.e. 1970V, we hﬁve.
considered'2lrjears of age to be the comihg of age poiitically /f
fof all éohorts other then our youngest. The reason for identlfying
this. time factor for each class of respondents is to allow us

to relate the pattern of efficacy within a particular age cohort
%o the génerational experiences it underwent. )

| Looking first at those who are least efficaeious

one finds that thelrange in the proportion of respondents who
fail to give a single efficacious response extends from 25.7% in
the case of the 30-39 coﬁort (the 60°'s géneration) to 44.2%

in the case of .the 60-69 age cohort (the 30's generation). This
mey be read ags a function of two factors. ThHe first is
generational experience. Those who came of age volitically in
the decade of the 1930's entered into a2 socio-political system
which was in the throes of the Great Depression. And so it

is not to be wondered a2t if =2 greater tendency towards
subjective politicel impotence and percention of system
unresponsiveness characterizes the attitudes of this generation}
On the other hand, those who came of age politiecelly during

the 1960's did so—at g2 time when = ogueationing of virtuslly

21l traditional authority and a push towards democratisation

in the spheres of school, polity and, generslly, society were

underway. So we would expect that the attitudés of members of



25

e

- this generation will tend to be fmbue& with the comparativeiy
activigt/democratic sense which cheracterised the decade.

The second factor st work in causing varlation in
politlcal efficacy scross categories of the age varlable is
education., The mean education level rises as we descend from
the highest to the 1owést ege cohort. And educstion is =a.
significent determinent of politicel efficacy for ressons which
will be explicated when we cross-tabulate it with our composite
efficacy measure. _When we look at the lowest efficeey categories
we find a cleer pattern with the younger more~educatedl |
cohorts displaying higher levels of politicg{ efficacy then the
older cohorts. The following sdsptation of table 2.3 has
combined the 0 2nd 1 efficacious résponse categories,

18-29 - 30-39--  40-49 - -50-59 - -60-69- -  TO+
52.9 52.1 60.7 - 60.8 71.3 66.5 e

However, one must be cautious in reading the efficecy by age
cross~tabuletion because & collapsing of the two most efficacioué
rows results in the following more ambiguous situation.

18-29  30-39 4049 50-59 6069 - 704
24.0  27.4 21.0 23.4 /15.5 .  19.9

At the highest levels of political efficacy there is little
variation between eny of the young adult to middle age coharts
whereas st the lowest efficacy levels the former tended to be

more efficacious than the latter. But of course it is the cese
that in ell age cohorts the greatest number of resnondents cluster
at the lowest efficecy levels. This being so we have laid

greatest stress upon the lowest rows of the cross-tabulstion
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in interpreiing the imoact of age uvon political efficacy.

Political efficmcy by country of birth is the next

eross-tabuletion, The independent variable hes been dichotomised

s0 that we have those respondsnts who were born in Canada,énd,tho§e

who were born elsewhere. And the sole remsrksble feature of

table 2.4 is the lack of significent veriation in levels of

politiesl efficacy between the Cansdian-born snd the foreign-bvomrm.

Table - 2.4
of EfTf. Canadian-born Foreign-born
egponses : - : :

i
R
0
il
2
3
4

Mean scbre‘

"x%-8.34  af=4

32.2
25.5
19.5
14.7

8.0

1.4
N=2382
>.05

- 57-7

- 24-7 :

*not significent at .05 level

'-170 3

28.6
29.8 ©

58.4 \1

17.1 =
7.5 = 24.3

1.4 P=, 4%

~
™~

‘N=5T0

Apparently, not being a native of Cansde does not

ceuse one to feel less a2 pert of the politicel system then those

who are native to the country.

otherwige,

A priori, one might have expected

For on the face of it the argument that a person

who has immigreted to the country and hes had to make s greater

or lesser zdjustment to a new society and its component norms

end institutions, political/governmental included, is more

likely than 2 native Canadian to consider thet the politiecsl

gystem is unfemiliar and somehow foreign to him seems pleusible.

And it is not the case that 2 sense of unfemilierity with the
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political process is compensated for by a2 tendency for non-native
&anadians to be more highly educatéd. The balance between
Canadien-born =nd foreign-born respvondents is virtuelly constant.'
"across educationael cohorts at about 80% to'20%.

An interesting cross-tabulation from the standpoint

of varietion to be explained is politicel efficescy by etbhicity.

‘ Table 2.5

# of BEff.,. Northern British Prench Southern Eastern  Other .
Regoonses - REurepesn :-Isles- = - . - Buropean European -(Non-Eux
0 30.0 27.2 35.7 33.6 28.9. 42,8

1 26.5~ 965 25.5-53:T53.4=61.15578-60.4 5475-58.8 557 5=T1.
2 2%.2 19.8 16.7 19.7 20.1 13.6

3 ‘ 16, 17.7 14.2 11.4 .- 12.3 T

2 - 3.4 20-0 "8 g26.57911-23.3755-13.9 "5 7-21.0 3 7-12.

. N=313 N=1256 N=797 N=107 * N=231 - N=249

x?<64,25  4£=20  P<.001  V=.07
*gignificant at .00l level
While thome respondents who trace their ancestry to

the British Isles tend to be more efficemcious then any other
ethnic group, the margin of superioritj is8 not very great. Indeed,
while there is some veristion berween our classes of Europeen .
regpondents the most striking difference is between any one of
these groups and the residusl category of respondents., For
exsmple, if one compsres British resvondents to the resvondents

in the non-BEuropesn cetegory it can beobservéathat-whereps

53.7% of the former give one or fewer efficacious resoonées,

71% of the latter fall into this very low efficacy ;%gge.

Focusing upon the highest efficacy categories we find that 26.5%

of those of British ancestry give either 3 or 4 efficacious
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responses as compared to anly 12,4% of non-Euronesn responaents.
Interestingly, féspondents who sre the descendents

of European cultures not partiecularly renowned for possessiﬂg

‘2 heritage of democratic politicel institutions are not

significantly less efficacious then those with either British

or Northern EurOpean’ancestry. We might heve expected that
either southern or easstern EurOpeans'or; indeed, the French,
glven the history of their position in Cenedisn socéﬁipolitical
life vissh-vis the dominent British plurality, would,he less
likely to consider themselves influential sectors in‘tﬁé.political

process or feel that politicel suthorities are responsive to

their demands. However, the data does not corroborate the

=t .
-

expectation. Whet is shown is that the psychologicel
integretion of non-Eronéansvinto the Censdian political system
has ﬁeen far less successful then thet of any grouv of Europeans.
A possible explanation is that non-Europeens have had the
greatest adjustment to make Canadian socio—political norms and
institﬁtiona which have their roots in & European tredition.

The next cross-tabuletion is political efficscy by
religion. Again, we find thet the varistion across cetegories

of the independent vardable is not very large.

-



Table 2.6 -

# of Bff, " Protestant Catholic  Other No Religion

Responses- . : . Religion

0 31.5 34.6 o 4 27.6 18.5

2 ~19.6 17.1 21.7 24,8

: 12-3 22,2 M-8 2505 12:2 22,7 13-T_ 257 ‘

‘Mean score 1.4 1.4 - 1.5 1.6 FP=2.8*
"N=1096 N-1295 N=357 N=204

x?232.56  @f=12  P¢.01  V=.06
sgignificant at .05 level

The mpst noteworthy feature of the above cross-tabulation
is the similpfizy in the level of political efficacy scross the
religion cetegories. TLooking at_the two lowest levels of nolitiéél
efficacy one sees thet 58.2% of Protestent resﬁondents give
1.or fewer efficacious resnﬁnées,.as comoared to 59.4% of the
 catholie respondents and 55.6% of respon&ents belonging to enother
religious denominstion. Our most efficacious group is thet
consisting of those who profess to heve no religion. But the
difference between respondents with no religion snd those who
admit to a ‘denominationsl designation is guite smell.
A final point to be masde before moving on is that
fhe lack of variastion in politicel efficascy between religious
dénominations'refiects the fact thet no religious group is
particularly alienated from the politicai system. HReligious
cleavages do not have the repurcussions for political attitudes

that they would have if the power relstionship between denominations

was grossly asymmetric and publie policy was informed fo some
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considerable extent by reiigious considerations. And ﬁhile
religion in the Canedisn context is of some significance with
respect to politiecal partisanship? its importance as a determinant
of such a dispositional trait as politicel efficacy is strictly

iimited.
Q"'

‘FPhe next variable to be cross-tsbulated with the

composite efficacy measure is size of the community of

regidence.
Table 2.7
# of EBff. Large city Smell city Town Village & Rural

Responses - 100,000+ 10 - 100,000 1 - 1,000 - Under 1,000 --

0 29-3 27-7 35-1’ 37-6
l 27.5 - 5-6'8 24.5 - 52'2 20.4 - 55-526.4 - 64‘.0
g 19.5 23.4 18.9 15.8
o2 "14.0 21.7 11.3
a 7.5 = 23:T 30,4 = 244 "3]g - 25.67g]5 - 20.1
Mean score 1.4 1.5 1.4 1.3 P=4.6¥
N=1675 N=370 N=229 N=679

x2-48.44  df=12 T<.001  Gemma= -.0T
¥gignificant at .01 level

One observes thet the level of efficacy is feirly
congistent aecross the large city, smsll city eand town categorieé
of the independent varisble. However, respondents who reside
in a village’or'rural setting tend to be somewhat less efficescious
then thdse who reside elsewhere. There exist seversl reasons
for the comparative inefficaciousness of rural populations, =2
few of which we will e¢ite. On the one hand, level of formsl
education tends to be lower in rural arees then in more densely

populated aress., And educetion, for reesons to be explained
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subsegquently, is 8 significant correlste of'political—effiéécy.
Second, the rural resident is subject to a less continuous and

less iﬁtense flood of informastion, political included, through

the various media. Now becoming_éonfused, disoriented end
paralygzed with respect to politiesl aection is & possible consequence
of increased exvosure to politieal—information. Yet the converse
is also possible, Greater exvosure to and, to some unevoidable
minimam extent at least, absorption of politicel ;nformation
increases the likelihood that one will find_the political precess
comprehensible end that one will feel within the mainstream of

the system. And this question of considering oneself & pert

of the mainstfgam_of the politidal system brings us to our third
voint, nasmely, that rursl-.dwellers will tend more often to be
outside of the socio-political mainstresam in a sense that is

more then psychological. The objective reality of being peripher=al
may even ;ngender g psychological hostility towarﬁ the centre

and those symbols associated with it. It is therefpre not
implausible that rural-awellers in an increasingly urban society
mey come to feel that they are ignored by the political esuthorities.

ii) Three Independent Measures with Socisl Clsss Implicetions

Table 2.8 involves a cross-tabulation of politicel
efficacy by occupation. The occupetion varisble hes been
trichotomised into upper white-collar, lower white-collar,
end blue-collar workers, The respective cstegories include

4

the following Statistics Ceneda’ designations:
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a) Upper white coller...,.Manager, sdministrator, ete,
Natursl science, math, engineering, etc.
Social sciences, ete. |
Religion :
Teaching, etc.
Medicine, heslth

: Art, literature, recreastion, etc.
b) Lower white collsr.,...Clerical : .
les
¢) Blue collar............Service
: hing, hunting, trapping
Forestry, logging
Mining, guarrying
Processing oecupgstions
HMachining
Product repair, sssembly
Construction tredes
Transport egquipment operstor
Materials handling
Other craft, eguipment operator
Cccupation not elsewhere elasgsified

Job classificatioﬁ has precedence over industry/service sector.
Hence, an executive who is emvloyed by a mining or construetion
enterprise falls within the upver white coller désgignation.

Farmers were exciuded from the anelysis due to en inability to

reliably distinguish those who own end work their own farm from

thbse who ere simply farm labourers. fs
Table 2,8

# of Eff. Uoper White Lower White Blue Collar

Responses Collmer ‘ Collar

0 11.9 30-2 35'5

1 25,2 = 3T-1 5477 - 54.3 5.3 - 63.8

2 20.9 22.6 17.5

3 29.3 16.5 11.3

4 12.7 - 42.0 6.7 - 23-2 7.3 18.6

Mgan gscore 2.1 1.5 1.3 F=53.6+%

5 . N=403 - N=416 N=784
x"=120.79 df=8 P<.001 V=.19 .
#gignificant at .001 level

One observes that the likelihood of = respondent being

volitically efficacious'rises ag we move from tthraﬁKq of

J )



blue collar workers through lower white collar‘workers to upper
white collar workers, Moreover, tﬁe variation in response
rattern is considerasbly greater between the two white collar
categories than between the lower white collar respondents end
the blue eollar group. ILooking dnly at the two highest efficaecy
levels, either 3 or 4 éfficacious responses, we find fully
429 of upper white collar workers in this cztegory aé compared
to'23.2% of the lower white collar ﬁbrkers end 18.6% of blue -
collar workers. | )

A plausible e;planation_for this pattern is two-fold.
On the one hand occuvation, elong with gualifying one for

professional occupational roles, will tend to contribute

to the developmeﬁt of a2 sense of self-esteem and, relastedly,

. subjective competence.5 The more educated man, as compafed to

his less educated counterpart, is likely to have & greater
sense of self-worth and Believe in his own potence vis-a-vis
the sub-system of society of which he is 2 member. Second,
vrofessional job roles, 28 egainst sales, service and e lerge
number of blue collsr job roles, tend more often to allow for
the participation of the individusl in workplaece decisgionh-fmaking.
In consequence participatory exvectations are either instilled
or reinforced; expectetions which may be generslised to one's
relationship with the politicel system. We pursue this latter
thesis more thoroughly when we look at the relationshiv between
the structure of ruthority in the workplace varisebles and

politicel efficacy.
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The following two independent measures sre family

incpme and years of formal education. We will present the

crogs-tabulations together. This is argued for bj the inter—

_reletedness of these memgures. Income hes been trichotomised.

Education is also trichotomous with the lowest category

consisting of those with grade school grzdustion or less, the

graduation or less, and the highest category being formed of

those with at least some post=§§55£ﬁary education.

- Table-2:9

Political Efficacy by Income

# of Eff. TLowest 1/3 of Middle 1/3 of Highest 1/3 of

Responses- -Respondents - Respondents: - Respondents:- -

0 41,6 _ 32.8 : 20.7

1 06.0 — 67-6 34,8 - 57-6 g7 - 47.8

2 17.3 21.9 19.6

3 9. 12.4 22.2

4 5.6 - 15-4 8.1 - 20-5 10 5 - 32 7

Mean score 1.1 1.4 1.7 F=57.1%
N=901 N=852 N=920

x2-135.38 df=8  Pc.001 Gamma=. 25
#*gignificant at .00l level

Table 2,10

Political Efficacy by Education
# of Eff. Grade School Secondary Sch. At least some

Responses or-less or less Post-Secondery Sch.

Q 48.8 33.7 13

2 12 4 19. g 2% .6

3 6.7 12, 27.2 _

A a.g — 11.6 6.5 = 19.3 1375 - 40.4

Mean score .9 1.3 2.0 - - ®=101,.2+*
N=569 N=1648 N=732

x2=308. 80 af=12  P¢.001 Gamma=. 39
*gignificant at .00) level

———

- middle category being constituted of those with secondary school



The relationship between political efficecy and
each of the above two measures is substantial. Collapsing
the two highest efficacy levels in table 2.9 one finds that
100% more of those regpondents in the highest income category
than of those in the ldwest incomé category give either
3 or 4 efficaciouslresponées (32.7% versus 15.4%). And when
education is the independent measure thé relationship is even
greater. The proportion of respondents giving 3 or 4 efficacious
regponses is 11,6% in the case of those with grade school or
less, 19.3% in the case of those with secondary school or less,
and fully 40.4% in the case of those with at least some post-
secondary education. We notice slso thet when education is.
used to-measure‘a ﬂimensipn_of social class the Ygreat lesp forwardn
in efficaciousness occurs with the trensition from the seconéary
school cohort to the post-secondary school cohort. We would
argue that the explanetion is two-fold. On the one hend the veople
who are most likely to attend a nost-secondary institution
have been socislised within a psychological/materisl eﬁbienbe
which is different from that of respondents who end their formsl
educetion at the primary or secondary school 1eve1.6 The
‘former are more likely than the latter to have learned
efficacious dispositions and expectations with respect to such
a non-political suthority system 79 the family. However, it
is not simply a matter of one growing accustomed to being
listened to and being able to influence decisions mede within

g system of inter-related persons, but it is also the case

~
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that one may well adopt the dispositions of significent others
with whom one interacts (eg. one's father). Second, it seems
iikely that educetion hssg a determining influence of its own,
independent of relationship to socisl class baekground and
familial socialisation. Education, potentially a2t least and for
meny in fact, meens greater informetion, enalytic/informetion
processing ability and, generslly, familiarify with a greater
or lesser segmeht of fhe world, of which the polity is a parf.
Self-confidence in dealing with a larger system of which one
is & member and, more generally, self-esteem tend to be engendered
by higher education, '

‘ While it is true that income end education zre
inter-related, education being in large measure resnonsible
for one's eventual income end, indeed, the income of one's
femily being pertiélly responsible Yor the educstion one receives,
the nature of the relationship of eech of these sociel class
variables to political efficacy is not identical. We have said
already that the positive contributign which education tends to
make to political efficacy derives largely from the self-esteem and
confidence which are consequences of the egperience of higher
learning. But in the case of income the d{}ect relstionship
whiéh exists, while largely having the same roots as thet
between both occupaetion and educetion with political efficacy
(given the inter-relatedness of education, occupation and income),
results also from those with better material circumstsnces

being more likely than those with lesser material circumstences
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to be satisfied with tie output side of the politicel system;

S0 in this case the phenomenon at work is psychic well-being :
(i.e. & sense of being part of a larger system rether then

the system being an insccessible enigma), s wss said of the
conseqﬁences for pblitical efficacy of higher education. To
spe&ulate for a moment, it may be that psychic well-being derives’
from being comperatively well off in a material sense, the

sense of being capable of impacting upon a larger system
resultiﬁg from the Teductions in aniiety‘thef’comes of material
success.

iii) Attitudinel  Independent Measures -

* The next énalysis involves the following
independent variable:

So meny other pecnle vote in federal elections that
it doesn't matter very much whether I.vote or not.

The item involves a positive assertion}about the meaningfulness
of universal suffrage. In other worés, it apovears that wheat

is being measured is supvort for thet institution which is the
cornerstone of any.western political systém; the democratic
election. Support is lent to this interpretetion of the messure
under consideration by the fact thet just under nine of teﬁ
respondents disagree with the proposition that so meny people
vote in federal elections that it doesn't matter very much
whether or not I vote. Such concensﬁs is charscteristically
found in the case of a2 system norm. However, it is the case
that spproximstely 13% of our sample pooulation considers that

the voting mct is meaningless. For this reason we have chosen
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to examine the relationship between this messure and political
efficaqy, our suspicion being that those who do not sunport this
norm ﬁillltend to be less efficecious thén those who believe
that it matters whether or not_one votes.

The resvonse, pattern is as follows.

Tgble-2,11

 # of Eff. Positive orienfation toward Negative orientation toward

Responses the Norm of Individual Part- the Norm of Individusl Part-
: - - - ieipation in Fed. Elections ‘icipation in Ped. Elections

0 27.5 56.5

% gg.g - 53-7 23.3 - 84.0

3 16.7 x4 5.9 )

2 g.7 ~ 254 2.0 - 81

Mean score 1.5 ' ) .6 F-148,.2%
N=2546 N=387

x22163.74  af=4  P<.001  r=.24 g .
*gignificant at .001 level ‘

L

Computing a simple Pearson correlastion coefficient for this

relationship one obtains & velue of r=.22 . Not unexpectedly,

" we find 2 very clear relationship between being of the belief

that it matters whethbr one votes notwithstending thet so _

many otiers do likewise (a positive sense of civic obligation)

and politicel efficacy. And elthough the orovortion of W
respondents falling into the negative sense of civiec obligation
category is relatively smell (13% of the entire sample/fopulation),
emongst this class of people the level of efficmcy is extremely
;ow.\\?ﬁiiy“84% of these resnondents give one or fewer efficacious
responses (as compared to 53.7% of those resvondents who have

g positive sense of civic obligation) and only 8.1% give either

3 or 4 efficacious responses.
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Rather than diséﬁssing whet & vositive sense of civie
obligatioq means for an indivi&uﬁl (for the présgnt measure
seems almogt to elicit a rituaslistie poéitiva respoqse)
it is mhre useful to examine the meaning of a negative .response
to thils measure. A person who considers that the central
institution of representative democracy,rthe ballot box; is
without meaning for him is most probably ofjone of two ovinions,
Either this person has engaged in an ultra-raggonal,ealculat{on
of the actual weight of any one person's vofa in the total
electoral scheme or, much more likely, he harbours s mgnjifest
disaffection with respeét to the p&litical system, This
disaffaction may take the form of attitudes towerd the party
system (i.e. the helief that there is ne real difference between
the politicai parties) or = more genersl dissatisfaction with
the output side of the political prbcéss. In eny case, the
likelihood of a person who is more or less disaffected with respect
to such a2 fundamental democratic iﬁstitution as voting, the
act having symbolic significance relating to the ultimate
accountability of political suthorities to the people, feeling
either that representative insitutions sre responsive or that =a
person like.himselfﬂis capable of being an efféctive politieal
is quite low. Suchia person would seem to fell below & minimel
threshold of political self-esteem which must be attained if one
is to feel a part of the politicel system. Mercifully from
the standpoint of system stability in Ceneda the proportion

of respondents who feel negatively about such a veychological
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foundatibn stone of democracy as the utility of the-ballot box
is small,” For, as 3¢ clear from table 2.11, the likelihood of
this negativism being accompenied by cynicism regarding the *
accéssibility and responsiveness of political authorities, ss
. well as a low level of subjective’political comne%enca, is
-very-high. . '

Satisfaction with 1life in Canade is the next independent
measure, The item resds thuslys

All things considered, how satisfied or digsetisfied.
are you with life in Cansda toddy?

Bach respondent was.asked to place himself on an eleven-rung

scalé ranging from l(completely dissétisfied), through 6(nautrai),

to 11l(completely setisfied). We have trichotomised the measure

g0 that subjects who give = response of i éhrough 4 are grouved

into the low satisfaction category, resnondents who score 5

through 7 form the middle—rénge satisfaction category, and

regpondents who pléce themselves at 8 through 11 constitute

the upper satisfaction cohort. Although approximately two-thirds

of the sample population falls into the highest satisfaction

category, proportionaily there are enough respondents in the

lower satisfaction cohorts to make an aﬁalysis of the relationship

between life satisfaction and political efficascy worthwhile,
Because the gr&ﬁping together of resvnondents scts

to weeh out some of the varisnce a simple correlation coéfficient

hsg been computed. The Pearson's r is a rather weask .12 .
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Table 2.12

, Low gatisfection...cevecee...High satisfaction
# of Bff, - = Rungs 1;4 Rungs 5-7 Rungs 8-11
0 ) 36.8 34.3 30.0
1 37.3 = 4.1 3505 - 64.8 4.1 ~ 241
g 13.% : 19.0 12.6 .
. . 11.5 16.9
4 3.0 - 12.9 4.7 - 1602 9.4 - 26-3
Mean score 1.0 0 1.2 1.5 F=21,7*
N=148 N=T762 N=2035

x%=57.,53  af=8  P<.001  Camma=.17 ~ .
*gignifieant at .00l level - |

rBecausetrelatively few people fall ihto the lowest
satisfaction range we will compare those who have & comme ci, comme gg
attitude with respect to their satisfaction with life in Canada
(rungs 5 through 7) to those who place themselves close to the
top of the satisfaction ladder {(rungs 8 through 11). Vsariation -
between the two groups is pronounceds .whereas 64.8% of the
mediocre satisfaction respondents give 1 or fewer efficacious
reéponses, 54.1% of the high sstisfection people fa2ll into
this lowest efficacy category. And collapsing the two highest
efficacy categories shows that 16.2% of the medioere satisfection
people versus 26.3% of the uoper sstisfaction people give 3 or
4 efficacious responses. The results are hardly surovrising
given one's strong suspicion‘that satisfection with life is
largely a function of such things as materiasl circumstances (income)
and gelf-esteem (deri?ing in large mersure from the social class
envirpnment in which one was end continues to be nurtured),

this latter tending to rise with years of formal educstion.
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Theme closely inter-related factors combine to creste a sense

'of psychological wallébeing. The consequence for politicsal

efficacy is that one who feels “in contFol® with respect to his
life.in genera; is more\}ikely than a persén who is dissatisfied
with the course of eventgxiﬁ\hiéxlife to i) feel that he
pgasesseé the competence to be ani;;;;;¥i?é\acigz in the

- .
political syste, and ii)consider that political authorities

\\ gill listen to people like himself end teke their demands into

account.

The next snalysis involves the relationship between

federal perty jidentification and volitical efficacy. We

' have divided the independent variable into the following cetegories:

Liberal, Conservative, N.D.P., Independent, and Other partisanship.

Table 2,13
# of Bff. TIiberal P.C.. N.D.P.  Other. .  Independent
Responses - s : Ce . - . Partisan- -
0 '28.0 27.9 37.8 39.5 31.5
1 B . 25.5"' 53-528.3- 5602 27.2— 65-021.8— 6103 25.5" 57.0
2 18.4 20.3 20.2 19.1 . 21.0
3 ig:g- 28.112:2_ 23.6 19-2- 14.812:%- 19,5 12:$- 22.1
Mean score 1.6 1.5 1.2 1.3 . 1.4 F=6.7*_
N=1049 N-586 N=297 N-94 N-486

' x2239.86  af=16 - P<.001L - V-.06

*gjignificent at .00l level

The most efficacious respondents tend to be Liberal -
and PC iéentifiers and people who resvond thet they have no
partisanship. And of these three groups Liberal partisans
are the most efficacious with 28.1% of these respondents giving‘

3 or more efficacious regponses. That Liberal identifiers
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shounld be?ost efficacious éomes a8 no surprise given the fact
thet this party hes formed the national government for the 14
years preceaing the 1977 survey, snd for 37 of the 42 years
srior to this date, TLiberal partisans have good reason to
consider that political autho;ities are responsive, |

Whet is rsther surprising is the showing of NDP
partigsans, They tend clearly to be lowest in politic;i efficacy.
Pershaps this is owing to the fact that, more than in the cese
of the ﬁiberal Q?fié parties, NDP support tends to be drawn
from the ranﬁé.of blue collarhworkers. And, as demonstrested
previously, members of this broad occupationai classification
tend to be less politically efficacious then either upper or
lower white collar workers. .Notwit;standing this faector, it
is surprisiﬁg that. NDP identifiers tend to be less efficacious
than those in our residual "Other Partisan" ca£egory. We suspected
that the fact of identifying with an established national party
which, if distant from power at least is not about to disavpear
from the scene (end indeed is or has been in power in certain
provinces), would militate in favour of efficaciousness on the
pert of these respondents relative to those who profess to be
the adherents of merginal politicel parties. However, we find
no comfort in the data.

The tfust in man/Optimism in the future index is -
the final attitudinel indepepdent variable. The items which

. 8
have gone together to form this index are the following:
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a) Generslly speaking, would you say thet most people

can be trusted or that you esn't be too careful
, in deasling with people? :

b) Would you say that most of the time people try to
be helpful or that they are mostliy just looking

. _.out for themselves?

c) Do you feel that most people would try to teke
adventiage of you if they haﬂ the chance or would
they try to be fair?

~d4) Do you think its better to plen your life a good
way aheed, or would you say life is too much =
matter of luck to vlan shead very far? _

e) When you do make plans shead, do you usually get
to carry out things the way you exvected, or do
things usually come up to meske you change your plans?

f) Have you usually felt pretty sure your life would
work out the way you want it {to, or have there heen
times when you haven't been sure sbout it?

g) Jome people feel they can run their lives pretty
much the way they want to, others feel the problems .
of life are sometimes too big for them. Which
are you most like?

Eech item.is dichotomised with a trusting or optimistie response
counting for 1 and a mistrusting or unoptimistic resmponse counting
as 2. A respondent who has a combined score of 9 or less hes

been placed in our trusting/opitimistic category anﬁ a resﬁondent
with a total score of greater than 9 falls into our
mistrusting/unoptimistic category (recognising that the category

labels are to be construed in = comparative sense).

Table 2.14

# of Eff. . Trusting/Optlmlstic Mistrusting/Unoptimistic
Regponses. .. e e e e e . . . . .. - . .
: 189 - e 37 5.3
2 22.9 p 17.3
3' 23-4 R 11-4
1 12,0 ~ 3°-4 5.9 ~ 17-3

N=939 N=2013

x2-184.65  af=4  P<.001  T= -.25
*gignificant at ,001 level : '
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The difference is striking. 35.4% of the
*trusting/optimistic™ f£21l into the two highest efficzey cafegories
as againgf only 17.3% of those classified as “mist?usting/unOptimiétic".
The trust in man/optimism sbout the.-future mesgure relates both
to a sense of being in ‘control rather them at the mercy of rﬁndom
happenstance and, second, that the larger system of which one
is a part is benevolent or at any rete not something whiéh_stands
apart from and is hostile to one, Such dispositions, viz. self-esteenm,
g sense of being able to manipulate the environment, and confidence
in the orderliness of one's world, would apoear to be the antecedents

of political effiecacy.

iv) Political Efficscy and Politicel Perticipeation

The following three cross~tabu1ati§ns involve politiecal
efficecy and political behsvior. The beheviors which we have
chosen fo anslyze are ones which, viséé-vis such phenomensa ‘ss
voting and discussing politics are feirly "costly™. That is they
would seem to require social/peychological resources beyond those
needed for more widely engaged in volitical activities. Based
upon +he findings of previous studiesg of the reletionship between
efficacy end political particioationone expecisto find = direct
correlation between political efficacy and thesq costly modes
of'politicalfcommunity participgtion. For it seems fazir to assume
that persons who possess the wherewithal-(competengg) to engage
in political behavior, and who believe that political authorities
gre responsive, will be & good deal more likely to perform

one of our selected behaviors than those who feel otherwise.



Question: We would like to lmow how involved you have Dbeen.
: in politics and in your community. Could you tell
me how often you have done each of the following
things in the past five years? Would you sey
often, once or iwice, or never?

Table 2.15 ‘

Been a volunteer worker during & politiecal camveign.....

# of Efficacious Resvonses .

o 1 ? 3 4 Nesn score
0ften 2.5 2.5 7 3.3 8.6 1.9
Once or twice 7.5 14,0 14.1 17.4 13.¢9 1.7
Never 90.0 83.5 82.1 79.3 177.4 1.3 F=19.4=

N=924 N=T72 N=559 N=447 N=225 ~
. x°259.32  df=8  PF.001  Gamma= -.22
*gignificant at .001 level

Table 2.16

"Worked with others in your community to try to solve some community
problem..... '

# of Efficacious Responses

0 1 2 3 4 Mean score
Often 5.9 9.7 11.9 12.2 18.9 1.8
Once or twice 13.7 23.3 24.5 26.7 26.1 1.7
Never 80.4 67.1 63.6 61.1 55.0 1.3 F=45.,9*

N=925 N=T773 N=559 N=448 N=225
x°=105.88  df=8 .00l  Gemma= -.26
*gignificant at .001 level

Table 2,17

Spoken or written to an elected representative of yours.....
# of Efficacious Responses
0 1 2 3 4 Mean score

Often 4.2 8.8 10.1 12.3 13.°2 1.9
Once or twice 17.3 23.0 24.6 33.8 31.8 1.7
Never 78.5 68.2 65.2 53.9 55.0 1.2 P=52.8+%
N=923 N=773 N=559 N=448 N=225
2

x"=111,.21 df—_-B P( .001 Gamma= -, 27
*gignificant at .001 level

Consgigtent with expectations the provortion of
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respondents who are extremely inefficacious (giving no efficacious
responses) and who often perform_dpe of our selected behaviors |
is very small (%able 2,15, 2.5%; table 2.16, 5.9%: tﬁble 2.17,
4,24). Moreover, there is = monotonic‘pattern with each of the
cross—tabulafions in. that there is in each case a smooth gradation
with political participation increesing as efficacidus increases.
Now it is true that efficacy is least efféctive as
a predictor of political participétion when volunteer work during
a politicél camnaign is the participetion messure. This is
accounted for'by the faect that many campnaign workers are motivated
not by interest in politics, partisasn belief, or a sense thet
their efforts can meke a difference, but by the stivend which
accompanies some election work. And of course it is often the
case thet some partisan work (cenvassing, stuffing or addressing

envelopes, etc) is the guid pro quo for appointment to such
i

patronage positions as enumerator, districf returning officer

or poll clerk., It is possible that these individuals, often

lower or middle class housewives, constitute the greater part

of those respondents who are quite inefficacious (giving 1 or

fewer efficacious responses) and Yet have done camoaign volunteer

work on a frequent or episodic bagis. In the cese of the other

two participation measures efficecy differentietes more effectively

between respondents with respect to the likelihood of participation.
Looking at the relationship of political efficaey

and political involvement in community problems -one finds & range
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from 80.4% of those who' fall into the lowest efficeecy category
gnd never pariicipate to 55% of those in the highest efficacy
category who never participaté. .When-épeaking or writing to

gan elected representative is the measure of pa;tidipation we
obsefve thet the range is from 78.5% (lowest efficacy end never

. participating) to 55% (highest efficacy and never participating).

That there is a clear reletionship between politiesl
efficgcy and political narticioationAcomeB 88 no surprise, Our
findings corroborate Almond and Verba's asgsertion thetf, "The
more subjectively compétent an individusl considers himself,

the more likely he is to be politicelly active."lo

They found
thet the subjectively comvetent citizen is more likely to expose>
himself %o politicel communicstions, convey political
communications and engage in vartisan activity than is the less

s@lf-confident citizen;11

v) Summary

In this chapter we have examined the relationship
between political efficecy apd g2 number of categoric and
gttitudinel measures. GCenerally, demogranhic verisbles are the
poorest predictors of politicel efficscy while certein categaric
-measures with socigl cless implicetions and sttitudinal measures
are more highly inter-related with +the unweighted additive
efficacy index. Among the cetegoTric measures =age is particularly
interesting in that there apvears to be some evidence that

generational experience bears upon political efficacy.
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While each of the measures with soc alrclass implicétions
is sigﬁificantly co;reiated with political efficaecy, education
proves to be the best predictor with s gamma value of .39 .

The'only other measure which is equally strong ss = predictor

of political efficacy is tﬁe.trust in men/optimiem in the future
index with an r value of .25. ., Finelly, in eccounting for the
coﬁparative gtrength of social cless memsures and the sbove-mentioned
attitudinel index as prediefors of political efficacy we

. discussed the significance of self-esteem and ité relationshin

to the socialization process. - N
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Compéring Canada with the United States one f{nds thet the
level of efficecy of Cansdians tends to be lower. The following
table is adapted from Schwartz's Politics and Territory. -

The Cenadisn survey was condusted iIn 1965 and the Americen

in 1964,

Percent Agreeing with Statements Measuring Politicel Efficecy

A Ganade . end the United States

' Voting is the only way that people .
like me cen have a say sbout how the

gov't runs things.

Sometimes polities and gov't seem so
complicated that a2 person like me -
can't really understand what's going
on, :
People like me don't have any say
about what the gov't does. _

I don't think the gov't cares much
what people like me think.

Cenads Unitedvstates

15% 13% -
69%  66%

49% 29%

46% 36%

|

Adapted from M. Schwartz, Politics and Territery (McGill-Oueen's

Press, Montreal, 1974}, Table 9-4, 277.

With respect to the periphersl stetus of Atlentic Cenada
within- the Canadian economic and politicel system see
Hugh Innis, Regional Disparities tMcGraw—Hill/Ryerson,

Toronto, 1972).

See for exemole, Meisel, "Religious Affilistion end Electorel
Behavior:r A Cese Study", CJEPS, Nov., 19563 Meisel, "Some
Aspects of National Party Support in Caneda", CJEPS,

Feb., 1963, 2nd Clarke, et al., Politicel Choice in Canadse

(Toronto, 1979), 100-103.

For s detailed brezkdown of the Statistics Cenade occupational
codes see, The Census of Canada (1971), vol.3, Pert 3 (Labour

Force: Occupations) teble 1, 1-22,

Useful works on status attainment include, Sewell, Heller

g Porter, "The Educationsl and Eerly Occupetionel Atteinment
Process", ASR, 34,(Februery, 19A9), 82-92; Sewell, Haller

and Ohlendorf, "The Educationsl =nd Early Occupetionsl
Attainment Process: Replications snd Revisions®, ASR, 35,
(December, 1970), 1014-1027; Sevell and Heuser, "Causes snd
Consecuences of Higher Education: Models of the Stetus
Atfainment Process™, American Journel of Agricultural Eeconomics

54(December, 1972), 651-AFI; Haller =nd Portes, "Status
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Attainment Processes™, Sociology of Education 46(Winter, 1973),
51-91; and.Rerkhoff, "The Status Attainment Process:
Socialization or Allocation?", Socisl Forces 55(Dec., 1976),
368-381. With respect to the infer-relestedness of educstion
and occupation see Sewell, Educetion, Occuvpation, =nd Earnings
(Acedemic Press, New York, , and Porter, The Vvertical
Mosaie (University of Toronto Press, Toronto, 1965), chapter vi,

For a discussion of inter—generstional status inheritance
see Kornberg, et el., Citizen Politicisns:r Csnada (Ceroline
Academic Press, Durhsm, N.C.,1979); especially 31-53.,

Hovever, in an analysis of politicel support in Cenade, Kornberg
et al. find: - i .
__ (There is) a substantiel reservoir of supnort for the
idea of = Canedian political community. There is
eporeciably less support for the netionel politicel
regime, for national party leaders end their perlismentery
cendidates, and for the seversl provinces end provineisl
regimes., There ig 2lso less support for the ides of =
Canadian political community in Cuebec, partisanshiyp
emong French Canadians, who comprise epproximetely 80
per cent of the populetion of this province.
From Kornberg, Clarke and Stewart, "Federslism and Fregmentetion:
Political Supvort in Canada", Journsl of -Politics (August,

1979), 903. 4

Performing a factor enalysis with these seven response items
the following result is obtained,
Fector 1 Factor 2

0.820 0.062

0194 _ 0.775 0.060

0195
0196
0197

0.036 0.556 - ¢
0.209 0.569
-0.107 0.676

0198 0.093 0.689

10.

11.

Clearly, the first three messures groun together on factor

1 while the final four items load highly on the second frctor.
The justification for grouping sll seven response items
together to form = single index is two-fold: A) en inderx,
unlike a scele, does not assume unidimensionrlity; and

B) the two dimensions are correlasted.

See for exsmple, ¥. Mishler, Political Participation in Canads
(Maemillan, Toronto, 1979), 74-77; snd R. Ven Loon, "Political
Participation in Cenada: The 1965 Election", CJPS, no.3
(September, 1970), 393-394. -

Almond snd Verbe, The Civic Culture (Princeton, 1963), 236.

Ibid., 236-239.
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Regionel - -Variation

TN

-

In this section of the paper a control for region
is utilised ;? order fo ascertein whatever veriahce between regions
mey exist with respect to the relationships between the
compogite efficacy measuré snd the range of independent varisbles.
‘Phe sample has been divided into five regions rathzg then elong
' provincial lines after the fashion of Simeon and E}kinsl(due to
the problem of shrinking cell gizes). Hence, the analysis proceeds
using thé following five regionsl clessifications: :Atlantiq -
Canada, Quebec, Ontario, the Prairies, and British Columﬁiaf
) Not evéry regionally;controileﬂ cross-tebuletion will
be_reported. Rather we will discuss only those which represent -
some noteworthy variastion from the unpontrolled instance where
the entire national samole population was used. Moreover, in
gsome ceses, due to the small number of respondents who faﬁ?
into one or more categories of an independent variable within
g region, we will collapse categories so thet the table which
we present is not identical in format to its counterpert in the
bivariate anelysis chapter. '

A finel ceveat:r In many of the subsequent cross-tabulation
the probability that the results are due to chance ig grester

then five times in one hundred. We have chosen to report

these findings in order to esllow for very cautious sveculation.
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x;) Atlentic Cenadas -

Table 3.1s- Efficecy by Ethnicity

# of Eff, British Isles Other Ancestry*
Regponses: - -Ancestry - - - - - - - - - - - <
0 ' 34.7T 46.0
1 . 2149 B2:6 24,0~ 70-0
2 15.1 11.0
3 14.3 15.0
4 8.0~ ?4:3 "5l g- 20.0
Mean score 1.3 1.2 O P=1.5%%
~TT N=194 N=88 7

x2=15.12  af=16  P>.05
*¥not significant at .05 level. .
*summed percentages do not equal 100.0 due %o rounding errors.

Due to the very small number of respondents falling
into eech of our Buropesn znd non-European ancestry categories
we-have chosen to collapse these gfoups and so dichotomise the
indepéndént-variable into British Isles ancestry and othér
ancestry. And we observe that those‘of other ancestr& tend
to be somewhat less efficacioﬁs than those who are descended
from British progenitors. We might note that the composition
of the ‘other™ category is as follows: 18 northern Europeans,

33 of Prench ancestry, 3 of eastern or southern Buropean
background, and 34 non-Europeans.

If we combine the French respondents with the
non-European respondents on. the grounds that, in the former instance,
members of this sociological group have occupied a vposition inferior
to the¢ dominent British mejority in the sociel and political
gystem of Atlantic Canada and, in the lestter case, thet nationally

non-Europeans are found to be less efficacious then European
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regpondents, we find the fbllowing. ] ’

s | Table 3.2 Efficacy by Bthniecity

# of Eff.. British Isles French end

Responses ___Mncestry- Non-Furopesn Ancestry

0 34-7 . 51.0 ‘ : ’ ;

1 27.9 ~ 52-6 24.0 = 1°:0

2 15.1 ' 7.0

3 14.3 . 12.0 :

a 8.0 = 24:3 6.0 = 18:0

Mean score 1.3 ' ‘ «9 ’
N=194 N=67

P>,05 -

Clearly; the lesser tendency for'non-Britiah-résidenté of the
Atlantie provinées to be efficacious fs caused primarily by -
the domparatively low efficébiousness.of the Prench and .
non-Europeang-in the regibn. ‘

The naxé crqss—tabulation_Lgxolvesmnolitical efficacy
by religion.. Again, the independent variable has-been altered
so thet respondenté who profess to have no religioﬁ are gréuped
together with those who are of  faith other then either
ﬁomancﬁxhoricimnor Prdtestantism.

Table 3.3 Efficaey by Religion

# of Eff. Protestants Catholics Other or

Responses T - No Religion

0 37.6  40.8 35.0

1 32.1 - 69°7 9.0 - 60:8 25,0 ~ 63.0

2 11.9 16.0 13.0

3 15.0 14.3 13.0

4 3.4 - 18.4 8-8 - 25-1 10.0 - 23.0

Meen score - Ll 1.3 1.4 F=.T*
N=114 . N=107 N=60

x°=10.47  df=12 : P>.05 —

*not significant at .05 level.
Whereas in the case of the nationel sample population

'S
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there wag no significant veriation in politieal efficacy between
_ religious groups, emeptlng the finding thet those with no
professed religlon tended to be somewhat more efflcaclous than
H}%ther respondents,-lp Etlantie Canada there is an avident albeit
'#ery_weak tendancy-for Catholic -respondents to be more efficacious
than Protestant respondents. Thie finding is not consistent
with that observed in the case of of ¢y by ethniecity. In
‘thaﬁ.lattpr.inatance'we observed tha ‘fhoqg of ‘non-British
ancestry (N=67) were rathefﬁless 1ike1yﬁt;,be efficacious than
‘*'/;hoéé of British ancestrj. ind French respondents made_up one
half (N=33F) of this non-British group. So we see that,'evenA
- if we asgume that a very high proportion of the non-British
group is Cetholic, & good number of those who re?oft British Isles
descent remain yit must also be Catholiec. The greater number
of people felling into this clessification-sre of Irish origin.
kol}owiﬁg this argument to its conclusion weJexpect that the
comparatively greater efficaciousﬁess of Catholics vis-a-vis
Protestants is caused by the relatively highef efficaciousness ’
of tﬁose of Iriz?-origin (we believe this to be the case because
efficacy among Atlantic Canadisns of French descent is
compgrativhiy low):w Unfortunately, the data set does not-
allow us to Eeperate‘Irish resoondents from others of British
Isles origin. Notwithstanding this, ell the evidjﬁbe points
in the direction of Irish Catholics. being responsible for the
/ slight tendency of Catholics to be more efficacioﬁékthén

- ®
Protestants.

-

E‘ ’



Table-3.4:r -Bfficecy by Federal Politiecal Identification

# of Eff; Liberals PC's . Independents

Respoﬁses . e - . - . .

0 45.5 : 34.5 33.1

1 22.8 = 68:3 3970 - 63.5 35,7 - 63.8

2 9.3 11.6 15.7

; -3 220, 180 049 13-0_ 2.6

Meen score 1.2 1.3 1.3 +  PF=.3*
- N=97 . ° N=77 N=44

x°=13.35  daf=16  P>.05
*not significant at .05 level.

Crossitabulating political efficacy by federal
political identificationone findslittle difference between
identifiers of the t%b contending political parties (the
number of NDP identifiers was too small to warrsnt iqpldéion).
We vould argue that th@s situstion is reflective of compefiVéness
in Atlentic Censda of these tﬁo national ﬁolitical'parties.
Neither party occupies 2 dominant vosition after the fashion
of the national iiberal party in Qugbgée or the nationsl PC
party in Alberta, hence, one does nof find e group of ps:tiséns
whose frustration with being relegated to the iﬁnotent backwaters

of electoral oblivien is reflected in a lesser level of political -

efficacy than those who identify with the "™government"™ party.

Table 3.5r Efficecy by Provinciasl Political Identification

#.of Eff. Liberals PC's Independents

Resnonses . e e e e A . .. . .

0 42.6 36.3 35.9

1 21.6™ P4+2 3307~ T0:0  59.4-.65.3

2 g.g 1%.3 . 18.4

3 16.8 16.4 10.3_

a 9.1~ 259 Tpi4- 18.8 6.0 163

Mean score 1.3 1.1 1.2 P=,4%
N=94 N=78 N=43

5

x°=13.14  daf=16 P05  *not significent at .05 level.

u
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When we substitute provinciel for federal perty -

dentification the pettern is rather different from thet found.
in table 3.4 . fhoae who identify provineielly with the Liberal
" party tend to be more efficacious than those who identify
provineislly with the PC party. And while the difference is.
not great it is large enough to provide us with grounds for.
referring to the cross-tabulation of religion by political efflcacy
where we found Fhat Catholies tend to be more efflCBCIOuB than
Protestantsa, Giinn that, proportioneslly, far more Catholics

are Liberal than PC supportbrs, it seems thet we haﬁe discovered
a llkely explanation of the tendency of nrov1nc181 Liberal
1dent1f1ers to be more efficacious then provincisl PC 1dent1f1ere.
However, thlghdlfference in efficacy did not obtain federelly

and so the implausibility of this exp;anation ig immediately
pointeé up.. Rather thé cause likely lies in differences
between the federal and provinciel party systems in the region,'

an explanation which will be pursued more thoroughly when we

direct our attention to regions which better illustrzte this

situatioh. )
ii) Quebee . i
Table 3,6: Efficacy-by Sex
# of Eff. Male Fenmale
Responsges: Co : é
0 3.0 39.
1 22,97 73:9 33,97 63.5
2 . 17.% l7.g ]
3 17. 11. C
4 11.6— 29.1 7.1"" 18.9
Mean score 1.6 t 1,2 F=11,8%
: N=410 N=375

x2-12.75 df=4  P<.05  V=.13

*gignificant et ,001 level.
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Recalllng that in the cese of the nationsl sample
populatlon there is = marglnal tendency for mgles to be more
efficécious then females, we find that within Quebec this
tendency is more pronounced.
the modernization which Quebet has undergone duiing.the'last
gwo decades?(manifested in such phenomens as the increase in
the mean level of educstional attaiﬁment within the province,
urbsnization, and chenging elass and occupetionel structures);
this overwhelmingly Cafholic province yet maintainé traditional
va}ues to & greater degree than any other region of Cansd=a.

The date is evidence of =2 more widespread tendency within Quebec
then within other parts of Canada for women to feel more remdte
from the political system. Over 50% more men than woméﬁ'fall

into the two Higheet efficacy categories, attesting to the fact
thet the traditional dichotomy between active meles and pessive
fémales regarding things political yet obteins in la belle province.

-

Table 3:7= Efficacy by Ethnieity

" # of EfT. British Isles French Other
Resvonses: - -Origin-: - - -Origin -Origin*
0 30.1 - 35-2 38-0
1 12.4 = 42:3 24.3 — 29-5 54.0 - 62.0
2 13.2 17.1 21,0
3 31.4 13.7 11.0
4 12.9 - 44-3 9.6 - 23-3 .- 6.0 - 17.0
Mean score 1.8 1.4 1.3 F=1.8»
- N=61 N=619 N=106

x°=27,12  df=20  F>05 .
*not significant at .05 level,

Cross-tabulating political efficacy by ethnicity (table

3.7) one finds that those of British descent are far gnd away

- This would suggest that, notwithstanding
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- the most efficacious-respondents; Moreover, those of French

origin ere not even significantly more Iikeiy to be efficacious
than respondents who belong to nelther of the founding groups.

This 31tuatlon of British-ancestry persons W1thin Quebec being

a good deal more likely to be politically efficacious then |

French—ancestry people w1thin the prOV1nce is quite different

from the national pattern. In the latter instence those of British

Isles stock were only marginally more llkely to be efficecious
than those of PFrench descent.

In accounting for the greater efficaciousness of the

 British within Quebec we refer to the historicsl experience of

thet province, Historicelly it has been the cese that
English-Cansdians, who have tended to be better educeted then

French-Canadlans, have been dominant in the soclo-economic system

-0f the prowvince, waever, it is =also indisputable that

French-Canadiens have held their otm in resvect of the proportion

of positions they have held within the governmental system of
Quebec, ?his being said we would argue that French Quebeckers
have developed a sense of frust:ation arising from s situation
of having de facto restrictions placed upoﬁ their soc¢io-economic
mobility notwithstanding that in terms of numbers they have been
fairly represented provincially =and, over the lest two decades,
federally. In other?words, if the reslity of the relationship
between the French and the Ehglish has changed over the letter
two decades, a legacy of frustration and psychological impotence

remains,
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Table 3.8: -Bfficacy by Religion

Protestant  Catholic Other and

Responsssg-- - . - . . . .- - - -No-Religion

4] 25.9 36,8 18,0

1 14.3 - 40.2 23.9 - 50.7 24.0 - 42:0

2 22,8 16.4 T 26.0

; 236 -3m0 3:7-22.0 20300

Mesn score 1.8 1,3 1.8 F=3;9*
N=41 N=694 N=49

x°=17.03  af=12 P05

*significant at .01 level

Little comment is needed in respect of the above

table. It is a situation parsllel to that of efficacy by ethmicity.

Briefly, there appears to be a2 tendency for Catholic respondents

to be less efficacious then Protestant respondents. While the

number of non-Catholic¢s in our Quebec sample population

is small'enough to make us wary of meking unquelified statements,

in seems that, in Quebec, Catholics are considerably less likely

to be efficacious than non-Catholics.

And, due to the

inter-relatedness of ethnicity and religion within the provinece,

the explanation is the same as that put forward to account for

the greaster tendency of those of British Isles descent to be

more efficacious than those of Prench ancestry.

The next snalysis involves the relationship between

political efficacy and federal political identificat%on.
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Table 3.9= Efficacy by:Federal Politicel Identificetien

# of Eff. Tiberal - PC s Independerit
Raaponses e . .. ... . ) e - . . -
0 ~ 30.5 29.3. 49.0 36.7 '
1 25.0" 927 17,2~ 18,7~ 877 23,1~ 58.8
§ ' %g.g 15.2 2%.2 19.0 )
- y 21. L - 15'5
4 11.9- 28.0 15.5 3701 2.9- 11.5 6.7- 22-2
Mean ‘score 1.5 1.8 . 1.0 1.3 F=3.0*
| N=367 N=45 N=51 = W=177

- x%=20.2  af=16  P>.05
*gignificant at .05 leveli

| ' Given the wealkness of the COnservat%ie perty in Quebec
and the previous suggestion of a relationship bekween thelpartyﬁ
gsystem of s region snd the distribution of efficacy within thdfh
region, we might have expected to find that PC partisans tend
to be less'efficacious than the éupporters of the pefennially
successful Liberel party. Whétone in fect"finds is that PC
identifiers in Quebec are more efficacious then any other
grbup of pertisans. And while this is a clear departure from
the model which posits that thefe will tend to be a~direct
relationship between political efficecy end the electorsl success
in tpe region of the party which one identifies wiih., However,
Quebec is an aberrant case due to the fasct that the overwhelming
proportion of PC supporters in Quebec are Protestants of
British descent aﬁd as such members of & social stratum which,‘
historically, has been the most privileged within the province.

On the other hand we have the Socisl Credit perty,

a ‘party whose support is almost entirely from Quebeckers of

r
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French descent {(end, we might'add,‘the most traditional strata
of French-Cangdian society);3rﬂere one findsg that the level of.
efficaey is considerably‘lowef then in the case with eny other
group of partisens or, for thétc%atter, respondents who profess
to have no federallpolitica} identification. '

_ - Finelly we consider-Liberai party supporters in
Qaebec. Supporters of this pérty ere drawn from both French-
end English-spesking Quebec. And the operstion of factors
related to the stetus of the French-Canadisn vis-a-vis ‘
the English-Canadian in Québec, teken in combiﬁation with the
lerge proportion of French-Canadiens within the ranks of Libersl
‘party supvorters, has resulted in Liberal pgrtisans tending tb
be less efficacious then PU:partisans, notwithstanding the success

federally of the former party in Ouebec.

Table-3,10:  Effiecacy by Provineial Political Tdentifiecation

# of Eff, Liberal PO Union Nationale Independent

Regponsges - - - ce and Other F@rties- :

0 33.0 30.0 45.6 34.8

1 55.8 = 58+8 54lg= 54.97., - 62.8 21.9™ 26T

2 16.6 22.5 8.5 : lg.%

3 13.1 16.0 14.5 17.

4 11.5 - 24-6 6.6- 22.614-2 — 2807 8.3— 25-4

Mean score 1.4 o 1.4 1.3 1.4 P=.6*%
N=231 N=222 N=107 N=105

x°=27.31  af=16  P<.05  V=.10
*not significant at .05 level

The most that cen be said regerding the relationship
between polifical efficecy and provincial political identification

us that there is no clear pattern to be discerned. This is
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.\ V.
curious because the "Union Rationsle and Other Parties" category

. consgists of individusls whose favoured political party is éxtremeiy'
‘remote from anything resembling politieal power. One might

expect that this remoteness would cause party supporters to

experience frustration and e conseouent sense of being outside

of the meinstream of the political system (i.e. politicel impotence).
, Finelly, there is no significent difference in

efficaciousness bétween suppvorters of the two major'pfovincial

parties.

iii) Onterie

" Reeall that nationelly there is no clear relstionship

.- between polifical efficecy and religion., In Ontario,

howevef, the situastion is rather different.

Teble-3,11r Efficacy by -Religion

# of Eff. Protegtant Catholic Other No

Responses - - - - - - -+~ - --Religion Religion .

o 30.8 27.9 23.4 14.3

1 . 27.0 = 97-8 56,9 = 4:85179 — 45.335.7 - 47.0

2 19.0 17.7 27.3 28.6

2 e - ese M- o5yl - enaigi] - 2as

Mean sacore l.4 1.5 1.7 1.7 P=2,5%
N=514 ' N=351 N=143 N-..S'T

x2=19.62  df=12  P>.05
#fnot significant at .05 level.

Proportionally, fewer members of non-Protestant non-Catholic
deno@inatioﬁs, as well as people professing to be a part of no
religious feith, fell into fhe lower efficacy streta than do

members of major denominations. And whilg nationally there is

. a slight tendency for respondents with no professed religion
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to be- more efficacious than ahy group of the feithful, the
comparative efficaciousness of the "Other Religion®

fespondents is not to be found netionelly. While the

—differences in efficaciousness batween_religious groups in

Ontario are not great they seem wofth_ﬁoting.

Teble 3,12z Bfficacy by Federal Political Identification

# of Eff. Iiberal = PO NP Independent
ReBponses .......... . . . . . . - - .
‘0 2503 25'7 34.8 27.0
1 . 26,0 71+3 59.8= 55.5 3575~ 64.8 5,co- 51.7
: 87 s L e Fh 1y fod
* L] * .2
Mean score 1.6 1.5 . l.2 1.5  F=2.7*
' N N=382 N=241 N=142 N=164

x?223.42  df=16  P>.05
*gsignificant at .05 level.

Cross-tabulating poli%ical efficaey by federsl political
identificetion one finds that, in Ontario, there is no significant
difference between Libefal.and PC partisans. This is not unexpected
giyen thet the beses of support upon which the respective parties
draw do not differ drastically in a socio-economic sense.

Moreover, Ontario ig the privste preserve of neither of the mejor
political parties, rather it tilts Liberal on éccassion and
PC at others.

- In the case of NPP identifiers the comparative
inefficatiousness of these respondents derives from the fact

that the support profile of this party is rather different
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froﬁ thst of‘the othér two parties. X compargtively greater
propqr?ion_of NDP bupport is accounted for by working class ﬁaople.
In other words, the party draws its greatest’ support from-

blue coller strata4 end it is this to which one must attriﬁéte

: 1the tendency for NDP supporters.to be lower in efficacy than
supporters of the other two parties. ‘

Toble 3.13: Efficecy by Provincisl Political Identification

# of Eff. Iiberal PC NDP R Independent
Responsés ........ . . . . . PR [N . . L. -

0 19.2 26.7 « 30.4 23.5 |
1 26,97 961 .57 53-2 31.9= 6.4 55 4 49-2

2 19.6 20.3 18.5 29.1

3 15.3 - 20.5 13.2 13.9

4 9.0— 24'3 6.0" 26.5 6.9- 2001 7.8- 21.7
Meen score 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.6 P=1,2%

LU N=283 N=339 " K=175 N=133

x?=21.77  df=16  P>05
*not significent at .05 level.

One observes from the above table that there is but
a slight difference between srovincial PC partissnse and provincial
Liberal identifiers in terms of effics¢iousness. However, the
difference is in a direction contrary to thet which waé found
‘when efficacy was crogs-tabulated with federal political
jdentification. In the latter case there wag found a slight
tendency for Liberal partisans to be more efficecious then PC
partisans, but when provincial political identification is the
independent verisble the PC identifiers temnd to be salightly
more efficacious. The margin is guite small and is noteworthy
only inasmuch 28 it stands in contradistinetion to the direction

of the relationship when federal political party support is the
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independent varisble. The explanation for this difference mey
lie in the prov1nc1a1 party system of Ontario. Because
the provincial Conservative party has formed the government in
Ontarib gince the 1940's‘this provides suppo;ters of thﬁt
party with'a'psycholagical edge, albeit sm=11l, over thoée?who
identify provincially-with.an oprosition party. Tﬁis factor
is sufficient to change.the balence of-efficaciousﬁess from
ihat which ie found when federal partisanship is the independent
veriable (viz. Libersl identifiers being slightly more
efficaclous then PC identifiers). 2

The situation of NDP partlsans is similar to that
observed‘in the previous cross—tabulation. There is ;f:Endency
toward comparatively low efficeciousness caused by the support
profile of thaflparty.

iv) The Prairies

Table-3.14:+ Efficacy by Ethnieity

# of Eff. British Northern Rastern French, S. Buropean
Responses Isles - - EBuropesan EBuropeen - - end Non-European -
0 33.6 21.9 - 35.2 35.0_
1 57,5~ 61.1 33.0" 54.9 27.3" 62.5 33.0 68.0
2 17.5 26.2 25.3 19.0
3 15.4 14.7 9. 9.0
A 6.0- 21:4 T4- 189 S'g-12.3  glp- 140
Mean score 1.3 1.5 l.2 1.2 Fal,.5%
N=226 N=106 N=85 N=T75

x°=26.57  af=20  P>.05
ot significant at .05 level.

Crogs~tabuleting political efficacy by ethnicity

for prairie respondents, and focusing upon the lowest efficacy

categories where the greatect proportion of respondents is found,
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one finds thet the extent of variation is noteworthy. -54.9% |
of the northern European fall into the lowest two efficaey
categories end, at the other extreme, fully 68% of the the French,
southern European and non-European respondents fall inté this -
lowest efficacy range. What is most.noteworthy is the finding
thet prairie respondents of northern European descent, ;ainly
‘Scendinevians snd Germens, tend to be more efficecious than
eny other group of respondents. %nd while=the'differeﬁce between
those of northern EBuropean ancesfry and those of British Isles
descent is not terribly significant (we must look et the proportion
of'réspondents falling in%o the highest efficacy categories
s well es the lowest), it is worth recalling‘fhat, in the
) ngtional samplé population there is a cleer if not 1grge tendency
for British respéndents to be more efficecious than northern
European regpondents. A

We suspect that the explanation for fhe‘comparative
efficaciousness of northern Furopeen respondents lies in the
relationship between socisal clags snd ethnicity on the prairies.
Many prairie residénts of Scendinavian origin are descended
from immigrants who came tolcénéda around the turn of the century
during the perioﬁ of free land grants in western Cagada. A
disproportionate number of people of northern Eurovesn origin
on the prairies remain engaged in agricﬁlture (the proportion
of the praiéie labour force engaged }n %g;icuiture is approximately
three times the nationel figﬁre),_prairie farming operations

p.



i

of the country.

68

tending to be larger in scale than is the case in other regions

So, generally, the socio-economic status of

northern Europeana tends to be comparatively high, > - _ '

The level of erflcacyamongdteastern Europeans,

southern Europeans, French end non-Europeans is, v1s—a-vis

those of northern European and British Isles origin, comparativley

low,

Again, the Intervening factor is social c¢less with members

of these former ethnic groups being less likely to echieve e

high level of formal education and consequently less likely to

occupy a comparatlvely hlgh occupation/lncome nlche.' A' "

disproportionate number of these respondents are working cless

people within the prairie urban population.,

[

Pable 3.15: Efficeey-by Labour Union Membership

# of EBff. Member of =a Not a Member of a
Resgponses Union Union

0 34.0 ‘ 27.9

2 13.4 23.0

; 3:2 - 10.4 2.7 23,

Mean score 1.0 1.5 P=8. 3%
' N=72 N=193

x?12.76  daf=4  P<.05  V=.92

*significant at .01 level.

Whereas in the mational sample population therd is

a small if clear relafionship between politicesl efficacy and

union membership, with union members tending to be less efficacious

(the ceuse being the correlation between sociel clesss =38 measured

by occupation and likelihood of being pdart of 2 unionized

work group), amongsprairie.respondents this relationship is
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considéfabiy more pronounced. This is understaﬁdable if we keep '

~in mlnd that whereas approximately 35%, of the nationsl labour

_- force is unlonlzod the proportlon in the case of the oA airie

qorkforce is roughly 25%. Moreover, the pralr1e econoqw being -
skewed towarad agfioulture aod the developmont of primory Tesources,
"What manufaoturing there is tends to be concentrated in

: orocessing raw materlals or 1n serv1ng the rurel snd service

population with the klnds of goods that are produced in small

) \p"l_’san'l:s.“'6 Hence, those workers who are unionized will be less

likely to be & part of industries characterized b} tle presence
of large powerful unions. The question .of the impact which

-4empioyment with a marginsel iﬂ!hstrial enterprise cen heve

upon po%i);cal efflcacy #ill be pursued further when we exmmine
the union membership/polltlcal efficacy Telatioenship, controllxng
for social class. 8 ' - fffj
The next enelysis involves the relptionshlp between
political efficescy and federsl polltlcal 1dent1f1pat10n. One
observes o pattern which, in general, obtains across the country,
viz. Liberal jdentifiers ténd 40 be most efficeecious, followed
by gsnservative partisens and finally NDP’ supporters. In most
regions self-designated independents tend to be less efficecious

than supporters of either the ILiberal or Progressive Conservative

pdrties but more efficacious then NDP partisens.

-
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Table-3.16=. Efficacy by Pederal Political Tdentification

# of Ef?P, Liberal PFCc NDP Independent

Responses - S o -

9 2913~ 48.2 25e- s8. Sa0"a- 74.4 P o-65.0 7

2 25.7 - 24,5 14.6 14.9

3 19 5 56.1 11, 2_ 17.1 7. 6_ 10.9 19,2 51.1

4 6.6 5.9 3.3 : 0.97

Mean score '1.6 1.4 .9 1.2 F=3,0%
N=118 . 'N=164 N—:47’ N=65 -

x°227.99  af-16 & .05  V=.13
*significant at .01 lexel

What is p01nted up is thet the hypothesis which holds
that identification with s political party whieh is electorazlly

successful in nationel elections within & region will be a

, positive force in nourishing a sense of subJective political

competence does not stand up to the test. Perhaps 1t is the
case that identification with a federal party which, does well
regionally but is unsueccessful nationally gives rise to 8 sense

of frustration which outweighs any satisfaction that may arlse

'from the success of onet's party loocally. The vrairies would

appear to be a case in point as the diffdrence in efficaciousness
between Liberal and Conservative partisans is not inconsiderable
and yet the national Conservative perty is the dominant party

in the region. And it is not the case that the variation in
efficacy between identifiers of the respective parties is

product of differences in the socio-economic profiles of the

_ parties support bases.

Although the number of federsl NDP nartisans identified
in this prairie sample population ie rather small (H-47), the

-
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pattern is consisitent:with that found in other regions of the
country, NDP identifiers, for reasons of the greater tendency |
fér sﬁpnorters of this party to 5e drawn from blue collar strﬁta,-
tend to be lower in efficaciousness than any other group of&pa;tiséis
or, for thst matter, those who exprass no partisenship.

Before proceedlng to the relestionshp between polltical
efficacy end provinciel politicel identification we must peuse
- to aqknowledgé.a problem. The grouping together of the Atiantic
. provinces, on the one hsnd, and the Prairie provinces on the
other has dbvious drawbacks. For einmple, the Sesketchewan
perty system is clearly different from the Alberta party system.
End by combining such disparate regions into 2 single regionsal .
category we may be obscuring reletionships between efficscy and
partisenship within each pYrovince and finding instead an overall
relationship which is a'substantial distortion of thsf which
_obtains within one or more of the provinced within the Tegional
érouping. Our only excuse for employing the'somewhét gross
categories of "Prairie region™ and "At%;ntic region™ is thet .
to take each of these provinces individuslly, given divisions
of the respective independent variables, would result in a serious
problem of insufficient sample sizes. Hence, rather.than make
heavily qualified generzlizations with respect to the relationahip'
between partisenship snd efficacy within each Atlentic ghd Prairie
province we have chosen to ensure that ée have & sample sige
which allows for feirly safe generalizatibn while at the same

timé_pointing out that inter-provincial variation'may be maskeq
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by such combination. Happily, no such problems arise in

the case of the B.L., Ontario and Quebec saﬁple populations.

fable 3.17= Bfficaey by Pfovincial.?blitical Jdentificaetion

# of Eff. Liberal TC NDP Independents
Res_ponses C e . . . . ‘ .
0 23.8 27.6. - 39.1 254
1 27.6~ 91-4 59 9= 57-5 3579 67-0 5574~ 51.1
‘ g 32.2 -26.3 .~ 14.4 16.3
2, 9. .+ 14.9 29.0
: 4~ 26.0 glp- 16:1 “3To- 18.6 “31o- 32.7
Mean scors 1.5 1.4 = 1.2 1.6 FP=2.0%
N=75 N=204 N=74 N=44

x°=24.77  af=16  P>.05.

*not significant at .05 level.

Once sgein Libersl party identifiers, this time
provincially, tend to be more efficacious then any other group
of partisans., This is the case notwithstanding the electoral
bankruptey of provincisl Liberal parties on the prairies.

' Regarding prairie respondents who express no provinciasl
partisanship one_finds a comparatively high level of efficacy.
However,  in fhat this is inconsistent with other findings
with respect to the efficaciousness of independente-vis-;—vis

the partisans of either the Liberal of PC party, our first

‘inelination is to treat the finding with csution due to the

smell semple size (N=44).

Pinally, the gep in efficaciousness between NDP

partisang and identifiers of either of the other major political
parties is not as large in the case of provinciel identification
as in that of federsl identificetion. And while one cannot

discount the possibility that the sample size is insdequate it
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'may be that the proviﬁ%ial viability of the NDP in both
Sagkatchewen and Manitobea compensateé gomewhet for the fact that

NDP partisans tend more often than supporters of the other two
parties to be drawn'frdm lower socio-economic strata. However,

‘one carnot overlook the posgibility that the greater efficeciousness
of provincial NDP partisans, as compgred to federal NPP ﬁartisans,
is accounted for by differences in the support‘profiles of the
nationel and provincial NDP parties on the preiries (We are
alerte;%::\txfgﬁgossibility by the fact that 14% of prairie

" respondents who‘express a2 federsl partisenship sre NDP identifiers

versus 20% of those who express a provinciel partisanship.).

v) British Coelumbi=z

Table 3.18: Efficacy by Ethnicity

# of Eff. British Northern Other European
Responges - -Isles European -and Non-European

0 22.1 25.9 46.0 -

1 3.4~ 93:5 5503~ 48.2 20.0~ 060 ,
2 - 22.7T 33.2 11.0

3 14'0 - lo 14-0—

4 9.8_ 23!8 8.6- ?—6.6 9.0 23-0

Mean score- 1.6 1.5 1.3 F=3,.4%

N-188 -  N=48 N=85
x°=56.93  af=20 P<.05  V=.21 '
*gignificent at .01 level.

The- relationship between political efficacy and
ethnicity is reported for reasons of its rather curious neture.
No% surprisingly, résbbndents of British Ieles ancesgtry tend
to be highest in efficacy. What is rather more surorising is

the skewed distribution in the cese -of respondents who are qf
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neither British Isles nor northern Européan descenf. We observe

- thaet Jjust under half of these respondents gife no efficacious

responses, yef'a guarter of the respondents fall into the highest

two efficacy categories, 2 proportion virfuelly identical to

thet in the case of the British Isles respondents, Unfortunately{‘

the categories that have gone together to form the "Other® ethmicity

classification (French, 11: southern Euroneen, 1l: eastern

Furovean, 29; non-European, 34) are in esch czge insufficient

to allow us to know which group -or groups is or are responsible

for the concentration at the 1o end of our composite efficaecy

measure and, moreover, whether the firding thet = qﬁarter of

‘respondents of other than British or northern Eurovean descent

fall into the highest two efficacy categories is true across the

ethnie classificaetions whicﬁ have been combined into this

fesidual éategory.

Table '3 * 19 by

Efficecy by Union Membership

# of Eff. Belongs to a Does not belong
Resnonses- Union . to 2 Union -
0 20.4 16.6
l .17.8 - 48.2 34.0 — ?9-6
2 24.9 17.1 -
D HToma 3o
Mean score 1.5 1.8 FP=2.,0*
N=72 N=82
x°=14.68  af=4  P¢.05  V=.31 .

*not significant at .05 level.

Recelling that nationelly there is 2 clear correlation

between political efficacy and membership in & union, those

who do not belong tending to be more efficescious than those

A ¥

-+
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who do, in British Golumbis the relastionship is unclear,
48,24 of the B €. union members fall into the lowest two efficacy
categories versus 50. 6% of non-union B. C. respondents. Natlonally;.
the proportlons are 60.2%¢ and 50.9%, respectivply. However,
at the upper end of the efficzcy continuum the B.C., pattern
is consistent with the national situstion, union members being
1e§sglikelyrto fall into these categories.‘

, British Columbis is the proyince in which the
proportion of the workforce which is ugionized is the highest -
in Cansdacs roughly_45%‘versus 35% for the netional labour force.7
Moreover, the British Columbia working class population hag =
political party,.the NDP, which is viable in the region in both
national and proviﬁcial elections and which faithfully represents
the interests of B.C. ﬁnions, the key clientele of the party.
In qther words it mey be that B.C. typifies a case in which
the regional political cultpre aﬁd the perty system deriving
therefrom has acted to mifigate the normally clear invefse

relationship between membership in a labour union snd politicel

efficacy.s
Table 3,20z  -Efficmcy by Religion
# of Bff.  Protestant . Catholiec Other No Religion
Responses - - : -~ Religion - : -
0 24.3 42.6 44.0 .q 19.4_

1 25,3~ 49-6 51 q= 64.3 3579 769 3576- 52.0

o 24.3 22,6 13.0 . 18.5

2 13 g- 26.1 g:g- 13.2 g.g- 10:1 i8:§~ 29.5
Mean score 1.6 ) 1.1 0.9 1.7 P=5.8%

N=160 N=49 N=46 * N=66

x2223.50  afel?  X.05  V=.16
*gignificant at .01l level.



>

76

Although the number of respondents falling into the

ﬂCatholic, Other Religion and No Religion categories is in each

case smﬁ;}er than we would wish it is nonetheless evident that

Protestant respondents and those who profess to adhere to no

religious orgenizetion tend to be more‘éfficacioﬁs than Catholic

‘respondents and those who belong to other denominations. Clesarly

then, in B,C. groups other than the dominant British/Protestent

mejority feel less a part of the mainstream of the political system.

Table 3.21: Efficacy by Federsl -Political Identification

£ of BFf.

*gignificant at .01 level.

Iiberal BC NDP
Responges - - -
.0 : 20.6 ' 25.7 - 42.5 .
1 —  25.6 ~ 462 5374 - 50.1 oty - 66.6
2 22,2 24.3 21.9
e 3-me Afoma Tion
Mean score 1.8 1.5 1.1 P=4.,0%
' N-85 N=58 N=68
x2225.84  @£=16  B=.05  V=.15

British Columbie is e province in which, over the

last few federgzl elections, each of three major political parties

hBS“beeﬁ competitive.

This being the case one might find it

somewhat surprising that the level of efficacy of those who identify

with the federal NI}P is so low,

For vhile recognising that

the socio-economic profile of NDP support is in lerge measure

respbnsible for the comparatively low level of efficecy which

is observed, one might have suspected that the fact thet

regionally one's.political .party is viable would compensate

to some degree for the low sense of subjective competence

L]
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engendered by the experience of gsocial cless. ‘In as much as

the data prov1des us with no support for this hypothesis we

‘must abandon it and coneclude that the regional party system,

itself a function of the regional and national politicel cultures,
is not e significant determinent of politiecsl efficecy.
Table 3,22 Efficacy- by Provineigl -Politiecal - Identif1cetion

# of Eff. NDP Sbcial Credit Iibersl and

Resnonses s R : - PG Perties -

0 gg:g 62.3 éé g - 40.3 32:0 _ 50.0

2 19.7 25,2 : 30.0 _

3 10.0 24. 9 12.0

Mesn score 1.2 1.9 . 1.5 F=3.5=
N=104 N=81 . N=66

x°=34.34  4£=16 .05  V=.18

*significant at .01 level. _

Looking at the reletionehip between politicel efficacy
end proviqsial poletical identification one finds that Sbciel Credit
partisans tend clearly to be our most efficacious respondents.

And as in previous instances where we have cross-tebulated
political efficacy with partisenship the crucial factor is the
gsocial class profile of any group of pertisans. Partisanship
ought to be viewed as an intervening variable coming between
social cless and subjective politicel competence. This being

the case it comes as no surprise thet those who identify with

the provincial NDP in British Columbia are considerably

_less likely to be efficacious than Social Credit party identifiers

end somewhat less likely‘to\pe’efficacious then those who
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ident1fy with either the proV1ncia1 Liberal or Conservative
partles. .
It is however true that members of labour unions iﬁ
B.C. tend to be only marginally less llkely than non-union members
to be efflcaclous. In order to accomodate this with the fact
that NDP partisans in B.C. ere congiderably less likely to be
efficacious than partlsans of either the Libersl- or Conservative
perties, federally, and the Social Credit party provineially

one might srgue that the discrepency arises from the fect that

a large prééortion of thg unionized labour force in B.C.

is either white-collar or employe# in skilled tredes which

pey well apd allow for.comparative latitude in worker #aék_
definition. '

vi) Region and Political Efficacy

The two-central works on the relationship between
political efficacy and region in Cenada are Simeon and Elkin's

article entitled, "Regional Political Cultures in Canada",s

and Schwartz's book, Folitics and‘Territorylo. Rether than

revlicating the approaches taken by Simeon snd Elkins and Schwartz,
respectively, we have chosen to continue with our four-item
additive efficecy index in order to determine whether we cen
add snything new to the findings of regionel varietion reported
by the previous works.

With a four-item efficacy scale as the devendent
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variableli simeon and Elkin find that the level of efficszcy is

lowest amongst Atlantic Canediéns, French-spesking Quebeckers
and francOphonés living outside of Quebec (roﬁgh;y 3 0of 5
resyon@ents raning low on the efficacy scale), higher smong prairie.
regpondents and English-speaking Quebeckefs-(approximately
4 -of 10 respondents renking low on the scele), and highest smong
British Columbisns and Ontario respondents (1 of 4 and 1 of 3
regpondents renking low on: the efficacy scale in the respective ajr
: e ) >
provinces). Controlling for subjective cless identification
the impact of region persists. For exemple, esmonfgst working
clasgs identifierg the proportion ranking low on the efficacy
4
scale is 26% in B.C., marglnally more then 40% in Ontarlo end
Man1toba, 50% to 60% amongst Alberta, Saskatchewan end
~ English-speaking Quebec réSpondents, end over 60% in Atlentic
Cenads and among French-speazking Quebeckers., Moreover, Simeon
and Elkinsg report that:
...cless differences varied considerably Pfrom province
to province. In B.C., only four percentage points
seperate the proportion of working- end middle-
clasg individuals low on efficecy. By contrast, in
Alberts the gap is 26 points, in Ontario, 12, in
Nova Scotie, 24, among the Quebec French, 12, and
80 on,.12
£ control for educetion mitigates but does not eliminate
the influence of regions
In every educational category, and most especially
in the middle ones, provinciel differences persist.
At the lower end upper ends of the scale theré seems
to be somewhat of = convergence, but regionsl dlfferenees
are still noticeable even there.l3

TLike Simeon and Elkins, Schwartz found that .
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‘education does not wipe out the effect which region has upon

_political effieascy. 4Xs furfhef evidence-of the gignificance L

of region Schwartz offers her findings of "fegiopal differences
in the ways in which educational groups igre polariged,: and in
the 1tems producing the greatest amount of polar}zation. nl4
Schwartz finds that polarization between eﬂucetlon cohorts is.
grestest in Ouebec, followed by, in descendlng order, - -
British Columbis, Atlantlc Canade, Ontario end the Prairles.

And in respect of the response items on which there ds. greptest

-polarization in. the geveral reglons! in British coldhbla "Woting

is the only wey that people like me can have eny say about how

the government runs things™ and "People like me don't have

eny say about what the government does" produced the greatest

polarlzat;on, with the latier response 1tem ceusing the greatest

division in Ontario and ﬁ%laﬁtic Cansda. In Quebec, the

measure resding, "Sbmetimes'politics and governmeni{ seem S0

complicated that'ﬁ person like me can't really understend what's

going on%, produced the greateét polarizétion between education

groups.15 oo )
' ' FPinelly, the suthors of Politiesl Choice in Caneds

report a breakﬂown for each efficacy messure by province. Their

table is here adapted in order to show clearly how the

jnter-regionel variation in efficacy differs from measure



to measure,

Teble 3.23s Percent of Respondents Dis eeing with Five
"low Efficacy" Statements anuf—PoIi%Ics-anH Covernment - o
. ' - Least eff. Moat eff. The low proportion
province . prov1nce es a percentage of
See - -the-high propoxrtion

So many other people vote 77 (Que-). 93 (B.C.} .83
in elections that it

doesn't matter very much ’ .

vhether I vote or not.

I don't think that the gov't 41 (Nfld ) 65 (sask.) .63 2
cares much what people like - S
me think,.

People like me don't have 29 (Nfld.) 60 (B.C.) .48 _
eny say about what the gov't :

does. L
Genergl¥ly, those elected to 20 (Nfid.) 44 (N,S.) .45
Parl., soon lose touch with / -

the- people,

Sometimes politics and gov't 12 (Nfid.) 43 (B.C.) .28
seem so complicated thaif =a ' '
person like me can't really
understand what's going on,

=~ /

Adapted from Clai-ke3 et-al., Political Choice in Canéda, 32, .

Whereas the variation between regions is not great
in the case of perception of whether or not it mekes a difference
whether one votes, the intef-fegional differences are
consider;ble.in the case of each of the other measures, being
greatest in the cese of the "Politics is too comnlicdte&f

-

measure.

The present anaiysis-seres t0 corroborate these
previous findings of regional variation in politicel eﬁficacy.
0f the regionslly-controlled rﬁgg/ ;ﬁéns which have been
exsmined in this chapter three are espegki}ly interesting.

The first is the relatlonahlp betwéen sex and pol1tical efficacy

A »
)
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_in the province of Quebec. We found thet the differsnce

Yetween the sexes is considerably largor then is the cese with

the nationel sample population or any other region of the country.
Soeond, while unlon mombership is negatively correlated with

political efficacy in. the case of the national #ample population,

" the strength of this relationship is greater amongst prairie

respondents. Third, the difference in efficaeiousness between
union memboro and respondents who do not belong to a union is
con31derab1y smaller in B, C than 1n the country as a whole.

Finelly, we looked at the relatlonship between both

.federal and provincial political 1dent1ficatlon and polltlcal

efficacy withiﬁ each region, And we found that;-genérally,

the ‘electoral viability of the perty with which one idehtifies
adds little if anything to our ability to predict efficacj.
Rather, the sooial cless bases of support upon which & party
draws is the importent factor. |
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Footnotes

'i-GhaEbEr 3 | .

Simeon end Elkins, "Regionsl Politicel Cultures .in Censden",
cJPs, 1974. '

Useful treatments of modernization in Ouebec inelude,
G. Gagnon et L. Martin (eds.), Guébec 1960-1980: -Ls erise du
developpement (Editons Huritubise, Wontréal, 1073): end .

" G, Tebel, Horizon 1980: Une &tude sur 1l'evolution de

1'économie du Quebec de 1946 & 1068 et Sur ses versnectives
evenir (Ministere de l'industie e¥ du commerce, Cuebec, 1970).
e Tormer has primerily a sociological focus while the lstter

involves an economic perspective. See also G. Rocher, ILe

Quebec en mutation (Edittons Hurtubise, Montrégl, 1973)

For a discussion of Socigsl Credit perty suoport in the province
of Quebec see M. Pinard, "One-Party Dominance and Third Partiesn,
CJEPS 33(August, 1967); and M. Stein, "Le Crédit sociel dens 1ls
prby%nce du Quebec: sommaire et developpements", CJPS 6(December,
1973). .

In an article by N.H, Chi entitled "Class Voting in Canedien
Politics"™, the author demonstrates that while "Cenadien voters .
do not vote along class lines, the Caenadian party system has

g2 definite clags-differentiated structure." Using data from the
1965 National election study Chi finds the following breskdown
of intra-party support for each of the nationel vpoliticel
varties.

Party Professional Owner/ Salew Clerical Skilled Unskilled Farmer

Manager & other worker worker
_ wh-collar:
o T 7 5 o 29 oy 0
Iib T 12 3 10 34 17 16
NDP 4 8 1 10 52 15 10
sSC 2 10 4 10 32 23 19

P<,001 Table zdepted from teble 1, p.229 in Kruhlak, et =al.,
The Canadian Political Process.

Combining the skilled and unskilled worker categories one
finde that, in 1965,  43% of PC support, 51% of Liberel support
and 67% of NDP support was accounted for by blue collar workers.

In his book entitled Agrarian Socialism (Oxford University
Press, Toronto, 1950), S.l. Lipset observes thmat Scendinaviens,
who constitute spproximately 10 per cent of the prairie
population, historically have been the socirl eauels of

those of British descent. He documents the over-representation
of those of Scendinavian descent - within the leadership of

-
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12.

13.
14.

15.

the CCF, the only other ethnic group to be over-represented
being the British. See Agrarian Socislism, 184-185.

Phillips, Regional Disparities (Toronto, 1978}, 102

" Statistics Caenada does not report = reglonal breakdovn for

the proportion of the labour force which is unionized.
However, one czn compare the figure for Canads as a whole
with that reported by the BC Department of ILabour. Though

- the data is not s recent as one would wish it substentistes

the point we have mede,

Organised - 1dvour as a- vercentage of totsl peid workers

1971 1972
Canzadsa 26.8 27.9
BC 42,0 41.8

For a treatment of the relationship between politice
and the party system in British Columbia see M., Robi
"British Columbiasr - The Politics of Class Conflig®®, in

M. Robin(ed.), Canadien Provineial Polities: Th 'Darty Systéms
of the Ten Provinces (Prentice-Hall, loronto, 19(&)}s

Simeon and Elkins, "Regional Political Cultures in Cenada",
CJdPs, 1974+ .
Schwertz, Politics and Territory (NeGill-Queen's University
Press, lMontreal, 1974), especialily pages 225-732,

The items that go together to form. their scale are:

e) What do you think you could do if the federel government
were considering & law which you felt to be unfair or
wrong?(Dichotomized between those who said "nothing® or
*don't know" and the rest.

b) Peovle like me don't have many say sbout wh-t the government
does. Agree/disagree.

c) Sometimes government and opolitics seem so comnlicated that
g person like me cen't reelly understsnd whet's going on.
Agree/disagree.

d) How much do you feel that heving elections mekes the
government pry attention to whrt the vpeovle think? A good
derl, some, or not very much? Dichotomised betveen '"not very
much" and the two other responses.

Simeon and Llkins, "Regional Politicel Cultures in Cenada”,
cJdps, 1974, 417.

I‘Did‘ ¥ 417.

Schwartz, Politics and Territory, ?31.

Ibid., 231.
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Controlling for Riuéatien

Although we nowisé ¢laim the eéuivelence of education
with social elass we would argue thst the former has clear
implications for the letter. Socisl classes dre distinguished
_from one snother by charecteristic modes of thought. Obviously
we are not arguing thatrpronounced discontinuities in cognition A
ané dispoéition must be present if we are to spe=k of clesses.
Rather, the existence"of classes within a modern libersl society
orimerily hes lifestyle and sttitudinsl implications which are
matters of degree.1 For example, the greatef prevalence of
authoritarien/intolerant dispositions among those of low educationsal
sttainment vis-a-vis their more educated ﬁrethren is an instence
of the relationship between attitudes and class exnerience.2'

This does not imply a disregaerd of the intef-connection between
the domponants of the social class experience. It is indisputable
that the likelihood that onme will heve the wherewithal end the
inclination to undergo higher education‘ﬁill be lergely dependent
upon one's family income, the role models to wich one is exposed
end, generally, the materiasl/psychologicel ambience within which
one grows up. However, given our concern'with sﬁbjective politieal
competence, a concept inter-twined with self-esteem and a more
general sense of being able to influence one's environment, we

feel that education, because of its clear cognitive armd dispositionel
implications and because it is e prime causal agent in the

determination of occupetion snd income (other measures with social

class implications) is for our purposes a useful control mpasure.3
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The subsequent-anslysis will focus upon four controlled

relationships: Political efficacy by sex, union membership,

federal politicel identification and sigze of the community in

which one resides, respectively.

These are the only instances

where we find noteworthy varietions from the wuncontrolled

relationships.-

3 ' Toble-4.1:r Effieacy by-Sex

Grade School Gradustion or ILess - QU

o HO

# of EfT. Male Female
Responses - ‘
0 9.1 48.3
1 26.4 ~ 72:5 8.3 ~ 76.5
2 12.1 12.g
3 5.9 7.
2 6.5 ~ 12.4 3.0 = 10.8
Mean score .9 "9 F=14,.5%
_ N=306 N=264
x%=4.52  df=4  B>.05
Secondary School Grazduation or lLess
# of Eff, Male Female
Responses
0 31.8 35.5
1 28.0 = 99-8 3715 - 62.9
2 18.8 19.3 :
3 13.9 11.
4 7.6 - 21-5 5.5 - 17.3
Mean score 1.4 1.2 F=14.5*
. N=TT?2 N=876
x°26.02  df=4  B>.05
At Least Some Post-~Secondary Education
# of Eff. Male Pemale
Responses :
11.0 15.9
22.2 — 33.2 23.7 - 39-6
22.1 25.6 :
30.3 23.1
14.4 - 4407 11.7 - 34.8
Mean score 2.2 1.9 P=14,5%
N=417 N=315 ,
x°=8.9  df=4  P>.05 | *significant at .01 level:



-, T\"’.”Mw,}m ‘

87

L

Recall that-in the case of the uncontrolled
relationship males'tenQed to be somewhat more efficacious then
females. However, when one controls for education the
difference in political efficacy bétween males and females is
inconsiderable in the case of those with secondary school
gradustion or less, but is qulte evident amonst those w1th
at least some post-seconfary educstion. -

In as much =as différnnces,betwaen males and femmles
in political participation become progressively smaller as
the educstion ledder is ascended, and given the positive correlation
between subjective politipal competence and participetion,
one might have anticipatéd that a similar narrowing of the gap
in efficacy sepersting males from femeles would oceur as '
one moves from the lowest to the highest educetion cohort.

However, it must be kept in mind that comvaratively "low cost®
election-oriented scts generslly constitute the politieel participafion
meesure in surveys which document the reduction of = difference

in perticipation between males and femeles as education incresses.
And it is clearly the case that if "high cost" participatory

measures are employed (what Milbrath designntes as gladiatorial
behavior) the differénce between males and females in political
participation does not evaporate amongst those at the highest
education level, i.e. at the level of having at least some
post-secondary education. This being the case a plsusible

argument cen be mede thet the explanmtion ?or the difference o

between mele and female efficaciousness et the highest education



level, and the asbsence of such a difference at lower education’

levels, is thet highly-educated females experience gre=zter

frustration deriving from & fuller awareness of their de facte

inferiority vis-a-vis men with respect to their relationship

to the politicall system.

An awareness of distance between

one's resources (knowledge, communication skills, insight, ete.)

and the opportunities available to femeles, this pessimism regarding '

woman's place in the political system deriving in lerge measure

from the indisputsble feet that at the upper reaches of the

system (among elected officials at sny level) males are clearly

~ over-represented.

Table-4,2¢ Effidacy-by Union Membership

Grade School Gradustion or Less : -

# of ETf. Union Not a Union -

Responses NMember Member

D Sagm T32 5g.3 The2

2 13.9 14.2

3 8:3-12.8  ¢'3- 14.6

Mban'score 1.0 1.0 F-=11, 8%
N=04 N=134

%°=,33  df=4  P».05

Secondary School Graduation or Less

# of Eff. Union Not & Union

Responses Member Member

0 3373~ 65.5 5273~ 55.6

2 14.9 22.6

2‘ 12:%- 19.6 1%:2- 21.8

Mean score 1.3 1.4 F=11., 8%
N=348 N=567

x°=10.56  af=4  Pc,05  V=.1l1
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At lesst Jome Posi-Secondery Schooling

# of Eff. Union Not a Union

Responses Member Member:

0 17.3 11.0

1 3.8~ 4L-1 53 - 34.1

2 25.7 21.9-

3 24.3 29,2

3 8.9 89 13l9- 441

Mesn score . 1.8 : 2.1 P-11,8#
N=157 N=315

%x°=7.69 df=4  P>.05
*gignificent at .01 level.

The application of a2 control for educetion eliminates
/ the relationship between effjcacy and union membership only
\\\amongét those with the lowest educationsl atteinment,
méderéting the relationship in the cése of the middle education
thort. One is left to conclude that the difference in efficacy
between union members and people who do not belong to = unidﬂ,
education held constant} is a product of differences in occupation
which are masked by our gross classificagions. In other words,
the fact that there remeins z clear relationship between efficacy
end membership in =& unioﬁ within the highest educstion cohort is
syptometic of the fact thet there are differences between
- those occupations which tend to be unionized and those which
tend not to be. The difficulty with any mensgesble rendering
of education or occupstion as =z control variasble 1s that
intra-division variation is obscured. PFor it is probable
thet individuals with bachelor, professionsl or graduate

degrees are disoroportionately respresented in that group

~
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within the highest education cohort which is not unicnigzed. Most
professionals will fall into this group while the unioniged
section of the highest edﬁcation level population will be
diSpropdrtionately constituted of community college gradﬁates

and persons who fsiled to complete their university educstion.

In brief, the range of class variation within an education

cqhort becomes larger as we move from the lowest to the highest
lével of education, with evidenf implications for the relationship
between subjective politicel competence and union membership.

In fhis next controlled cross—tabqlation, politicel
efficacy by federal political identification by educetion, only
the *some secondary séhool to secondary school graduation", and
*at least some post-secondary school" categories. are included.
This is due to the fact that the number of NDP partisans is, in
the case of the "grade school graduation or less"™ cohort, too
small to allow for confident generélizatiqn.

Teble 4.3: Efficacy by Federal Politicel Identification

Some Secondary School or Secondary School Graduation

# of Eff. Liberal BC NDP Independent

Regponges : ‘ : : - : ‘

0 28.4 29.9 44,2 34.4

1 28.1~ 96+5 30.9~ 60.85873= 72.5 55.¢- 60.0

2 18.8 23.2 18.4 19.4

3 15.7 12, 4.9 14.5

3 9.0~ 24:T "3l6= 16.2 475- 9.1 “glg- 20.5

Mean score 1.5 1.3 1.0 1.3 F=6.7% o
N=550 N=355 N-=184 N-=256

x2-47.85 af-16 P<.001  V=.09

Lttt Aa g f-.‘.{‘r.-- =t -!{.u,, LR R Tty —--:,--v-.—m—lf R Dtieds o T REL LT -'-) R R
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At Leest Some Post-Secondary- Jehooling
£ of REF. Libersl ~ TC NDP . Independent
Responses ‘ T, :
0 13.6_ 11.6 10.4 - 15.9
1 - oi.1- 34.7 1904~ 31.0 55~ 36.6 3379- 39.0,
2 “ 22,3 . 19.7 28.2 28.1 -
: T oa B o B 28 s
Mean score 2.1 2.2 . 2.0 1.9 F=6.T%
N=299 N=130 N=68 N=140

x%=19.14  af=16  B5.05
*significent at .0l level.

Perhaps the most interesting fin@ing to emerge from
the sbove controlled enelysis is)| thet even with educetion
- held constant NDP partisans tend/ to be less efficacious than
—those who identify with either the Liberai or Conservative parties.
This would seem to indicste thet, notwithstanding s similarity
in education to identifiers of other political perties, NDP |
respondents tend to differ in some way which bears upon values'
and, consequently, upon dlspos1t10ns toward polltical authority.
However, we do obse:ve thet the gap betiween NDP identifiers and
supporters of the other two politicel parties narrows es education
increeses. And so among those with at lesst some -post-secondary
educetion NDP identifiers, while still tending to be soﬁewh;t
less efficacious then other partisans, are much closer to the
efficacy level of Liberel and Conservative party supporters than
ig the camse in either the uncontrolled situestion or where the
level of education is lower.

The final anslysis involves the relationship between

efficacy and the size of one's community of'residence, with
N .
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education conirolled for. .

Table-4.4r Efficscy by Size of Comminity of Residence

Some Secondary Sthool or Secondary School - Grzdueation

. # of Eff. Iarge City Small City Town. . Village and
Responses 100,000 + _ 10,000-100,000 1,000-10,000 Rural 1,000 -

0 33.7_ g1 ¢ 30.0_ oy 41.3 - 33.9
g. %g.% %4.? 17.9 3.7
. ' 2- . : 1107 13'5
2 5.37 18.0  179- 21.6 © “5'o- 16.9 “'7- 20.6
Mean score 1.3 1.5 . 1.2 ' 1.3 P=4.6%
" N=946 ' N=234 N=111 N=357
_28 66 ) df—lz .05 V=.08 )
At Least Some FPost-Secondary-Schooling
- # of Bff,  Large City Smsll City Town Village and
Regponses 100,000 + 10,000-100,000 1,000-10,000 Rural 1,000 -
0 14.4° 14.8 3.5 11.9
1 24,0~ 38:4 543 39.1 12,3~ 15.8 5575 34.5
2 2%.9 _ 21.; _ 29.0 30.4.
3 26.4 24, 52.3 16.1
4 13.3- 39-7 14.4- 39-2 3.0—_5503 19 0 35 1
Mean score . 2.0 2.0 2.4 2.1 F=4.6%
N=487 ) N-82 N=66 N=97

x%=40.44  af=12  P<.001  V=.14
*significant at .0l level.

Noter We heve not included the cross-tabulation for those with
only grade school gredustion or less due to the small
number of respondents felling into the small city and
town categories. -

Recall thet in the absence of a control for education
there is no relationship between politicael efficacy and size

of commumity of residence, save for a tendency for the inhabitents

-of villages and rural areas 1o be slightly legs efficecious then

other resvondents., Controlling for educetion one unearths a

rather intriguing finding.

Among respondents with at least some post-secondary

) N
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education there is & clear tendency for those who reside in .
towns to be more efficacious thqn'ény other group of spondents.
It may be thet this is due to the fact that this group is
largely éonsituted of locel worthies, i.e. citiZens who, because

of their role in the community (eg. doctor, 1awyér, businessman,

~ teacher, etc.) and the fact that the size of the community is

such ‘that enonymity is avoided are part of an influentiel

stratum within the town. Towns are.of a size fevourable to

'conditions supportive of the self-esteem of an educated person

who-holds a regponsible pabition in the community. " For the
enonymity of the more populous community is avoided while et

the seme time the community is lerge enough to provide one with
a sense.of being within the mainstream_of gociety. In contrest
to towm residence, it is conceivable thet rural residence may
contribute to a sense of being peripheral, this being sccompenied
by resentment %owardkwhat are perceived\as the power centres

of the socio-politicel system. However, this is but speculation.4

Summary
| Using education as the control measure one findé

thaet most of the relestionships reported in the bivariate
snalysis chapter remain fairly constant across educestion cohorts.
There are four exceptions to this general rule, certain of
which must be approached with csution due to a failure to meet
the test of significence (P<.05).

Briefly, and keeping in mind the above caveat, we

found the following:

TR ey T AT I IR e R e B T S A BT S
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i) The positive reiatiénship_between beiné male and political
efficgciousness appears to exi?t only amongst the mast highly : _
educated stratum of the population. ' ' ///h\\\\
1i). The negative Telationship between membership in a union and
politlcal efficacy increases in strength es educatlon is inq/ﬁased.
1ii) Those who federally identify with the NDP tend to be

less efficacious than those who identify with elther of the :
two major politieel parties. 30wever; this tendency becomes

weaker amongat.the most highly‘educated. _
.iv) Amongst the most highly educated stratum of the §0pulation
tomn-dwellers tend, by a considerable margin, to be more efflcacioua

than any other group of respondents.
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_ Footnotes
Chapter 4. .-

1.. T. Bottomore's, Classes in -Medern Society (Pnntheon, New York,
1966), provides & general discussion ol 800191 cless
in Western democracies. See slso P, Blumberg (ed.), The
Impact of Scoial Class (Thomes Y. Crowell Comvany, New York,
'1972), for severel esgsays deallng with the sttitudinel dimension
of social class, and chepter iv entitled "Cultural Perspectives
. _of Scoial Class", in T, Lasswell, Class-and-Stratum :
‘(Hough%on-mlfflln, ‘Boston, 1965).

2. See S.MN. Lipset, Politicel Man (Doubleday, Gerden Clty,
N.Y., 1960), 97—130 Tor a discussion of working-class
authoritarianism. See elso H. NMcCloskey, "Conservatism and
Personality", APSR 52(Merch, 1958), 27-45,

3. For an excellent treatment of the relationship between
education, occupetion, income. and attitudes see J.A. Brittein,
The Inheritance of Economlc Status (Weshington, 1977)

4, 1In hlS dlscu581on of the rqlatlonshln between politicel
- participetion and size of community in Canasds, Nishler observes
that there exist two competing theories in respect of the
psychological and behavioral consequences of the latter fzetor,
.He summarizes the respecitive schools of thought thusly:
One theory, the urbanization thesis, describes cities
as the cultural, commeréial, snd politicel centres of
society, providing their re51dents greester ounortunltles
and stronger motivation for action than are charscteristic
of rural areas., Urban environments, it is ergued,
facilitate mass communicetion, provide e wider range
_of educational opportunities, increase ethnic and
“religious integration, and enhence both the scope
X and sophistication of individual attitudes. Rursl
environments, asccording to this view, are largely
peripheral _the political system. They are devoid
of cultural stimulation and volitical opportunity
and cheracterized by parochial politicel values.
...An opposing view celebrrtes the virtues of rural
1ife (eg. "fhe greater sense of community shared by
resgidents of rurel areas") and indicts the cities for
- destroying the human spirit and promotlng alienation.
See Mishler, Politieal Participation in Canada, (WMeemillan,
Toronto, 1979), 104-105.
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On the Bi-Dimensionality of Politieal Efficeey

Intuitively, one suspects thet two distinct if inter-
related dimensions sre tapped by the four stenderd efficaey
messures which we heve combined to form anadditive index.

On the one hand,-the following two items anvear to probe =

respondeht's perceptipn of the reSponsiveness of govqggmentt

Q21a. Generslly, those elected to Pprllament soon

loge touch with the vneople.

021b. I don't think that the government cares much

what people like me think,

On the other hand these next two messures seem to relate

more closely to a respondent's subjective politicel competence,

i.pr, confidence regarding his ability te influeﬁce.the politicel

systems . k‘

Q2lc. Sometlmes politics and govermment seem S0
compllc?ted that a person like me can't really
understsnd whet's going on.

021d. People like me don't have any say about whet

- the government does. '

0f course intuition and seeming plausibility do not

orovide a sufficient justificetion for the crestion of, two

geperate efficacy indices, one measuring neréention of the

regponsiveness of government snd the other subjective voliticel

competence., Consequently we heve carried out = ﬁrincinal components
factor snslysis in order to determine -whether there is empiricel
gupoort for our hypothesis regsrding the bi-dimension=1lity of

* political efficacy.

So es not to sacrifice vrecision we heve reteined the

original response categories, strongly agree, agree, disegree,

and disagree, for each of the four politicel efficscy measures.
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The varimax rotated factor metrix which we obtein is es followss

Foctor 1 Factor 2
T 021la « 828 -.006
021b; « 767 . 261
021lc . 005 « 907
Q214 .458 <593 )
We observe tﬁat the factor loadings are such that. f)

02le and 021b, the 1tems which we previously descrlbed as.
perception of the responsiveness of government mezsures, both
load highly on the first factor, and Q2lc and Q21ld, which we
deSignated.as subjective politicel competence measures, both
lozd highly on the second fector. Additionelly, we find thet
the factor losdings of 021d, in the cese of the first<factor,
and 021b, in the case of the.seconﬁ fector, sre sufficiently
gresdt tﬁn% we are alerted ;%“thehexistence of some degree of
overlap between the two dimensions of efficacy. Hence, we
Reve chosen to incorporate the rezlity of the inter-relstedness
of the four efficacy items into both our index of percention
of the responsiveness of government snd thet of subjective
political competence by te2king into considerstion the factor

score coefficients: These sre as follows:

Faetor 1 Factbr 2
Q21la .636 —.246
021b .512 .016
021lc -.260 . 829
0214 .179 . 409

Utilising the coefficient values in the case of factor 1 we
errive at our comovosite measure of the verception of the responsive-

ness of government., Similarly, the values obtained in the case
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of the second_féctor are used in the creation of our index of
subjective politiesl competence. |

After obtaining a freéuéncy distribution for each
of the above measure certsin contiguoﬁa categories were combined

in order to obtain the following distributions. An explanation

" of how the cutting pbints were arrived at is found in Appendix ‘&°'.

Perception of the Responsiveness of Government

Designation _Absolute - Freguency ‘Relative Freguency* Cumuliative Freq
0 1327 40.3 40.3
1 591 18.0 583
2 545 16,6 T4.9
3 827 25.1 100.0

Subjective -Citizen Competence

L 117 S 33.9 33.9
690 . 21.0 54.9
568 17.3 T2.2
915 27.8 | 100.0

 #Identicel to the adjusted frequency.

The subsequent enalysis includes only those cases
in which the impact of the independent wariable upon the
two efficacy measures is dissimilar in some noteworthy respect.

Table-5.1:- Pereception: of - the Responsiveness of Gov't by Region

Perception of Atlantic Quebec Ontario Prairies BEC
Government

Responsivemess - -~ - - - o SRR

0 43.0 44.3 35.8 42.4 40.4
1 18.0 18.5 17.3 16.4 21.0
2 16.0 13.0 19.9 17.6 - 13.1
3 23.1 24,2 27.0 23.5 25.5

) N=315 N-879  FN=1198 N-540 N=357
x“=34. 64 df=12 Px.001 V=.06
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Teble 5.2; -Subjective Political Competence by-Region

Subjective Atlentic OQuebec  Onterio Prairies BC

Citigen

Competanee

0 | 40.0 36.4 30.6 35.6 31.4

1 20.2 17.3 22.3 23.2 23.0
2 18.6 - 14,0 18.8 20.1 14.6

3 2l.3 32.4 28.3 21.0 31.0
2 §=315 N=879 N-1198 K=540 N=357

X '7-'520 39 ﬂf=12 P(oOOl V=.07 d

One observes thet region is related differently to
the two efficacy measures. In the case of perception of the
responsivenss of government there is very 1ittlé variation
-in effiescy between regions, aside from the slight tendencﬁ for
Ontario residents to be more efficacious.- However, whén
subjective citizen competence is the dependent veriasble the
pattern of inter;regipnal variation is rether different, In
this latter instance one observes that Atlaentic Canadians are
the least efficacious of our reeﬁondents, with residents of
British Columbiz and Ontario being the most efficacious.

Klthough the inter-regionsl varistion is in neither
the case of perceived responsivenegs nor subjectiveocompetence
very large, the data is suggestive in two important resvects.
Pirst, notwithstanding the inter-relatedness Qf the four
efficacy measures which we heve used in the c¢reation of our
two indices (a fact taken into mccount in the building of the
two measures) there are differences between subjective competence
and percepetion of government responsiveness with respect to both
caugse and implicaetion. The fact that the pattern of inter-

regional variation differs depemding upon which efficacy measure
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is employed slerts us to the existenée of these_differehces.
Second and corollary to this first tentative conclusion is ouf
belief that the determiniqg inflnence_of botk broad norms of the
political culture as well =as short-tefm)forces is grester upon

perception of government responsiveness than upon subjective

political competence, while this latter is influenced to a

. grester degree by more individusl-smpecifiec gsocializing experience

(more generally, the particular socisl elass ambience in which
one has been nurtured). This'latfep hypothesis will be developed
more fuliy throughout the remainde¥ of the analyg?s.

The next independent verishle is sex. Anéd here we
observe a most interesting difference bgtwéen—our two dependent
measures in the pattern of efficacy found to obtain.

Table-Stjr-'Pefcéntion-of-Governmant Responsiveness- by Sex

Perception of Male - Female

Government

Responsiveness
41,8 38.9
20.0 16.0
15.2 17.9
23.1 27.2
N=1639 N=1650.

x°-18.44  af=3  P<.00L  V=.0T
 Table 5.45 Subjective Citizen Competence by Sex

Subjective Male Female

Citigen :

Competence S : :

0 32.4 35.4

1 18.0 23.9

2 19.5 15.0

3 30.0 25.6
N=1639 N=1650

x?=31.6 ° df=3  P<.001  V=.10

]
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What is intriguing sbout the comparikon between the
above two tables is less a difference in the strength of the
relationships found, the strength of the correlation being in
neither case very great, than the difference in the direction

of the relationships. When perception of goverﬁment regponsiveness
is the dependent variasble one'observes thet females ére gomewhat
more likely to have a2 high opinion of the resvonsiveness of
g&fernmgnt than are méiesﬂ However, when subjective citizen
competence is the ﬂependent‘factor the direction "of the
relaetionship is revérsed, with meles being slightly more liKely

then females to consider that éhey cen make an impect upon the

political system.

- Perheps whet we are observing is a somewhat greater
proclivity for males to be éynical ebout those who occuvny
governmental office, while similtaneously being more likely
than females to believe thet they possess an understanding of
end, potentielly, the capacity to play én effective part in fhe
political process. One is tempted to éscribe the greater tendency
for meles to be subjectively .competent to the higher educstional
attainment of males. However, we eerlier reported that among
males and femzsles with at least some post-secondary education
the greater efficaciousness of males persists. Hence, we are
inclined to think tﬁat differences in mele versus femsle role
socializafion, even in this age of progressively greater equality
between the sexes, account for the wveriation in efficaciousness.

The next snelysis involves occupation as the independent



102.

variasble,

-*.

Table 5.5 -Perception of  Government Responsiveness by Oecupation

Perception of Upper - Lower . - Blue
Government ' White Collar White Collar Collar
Responsiveness Ce : -

0 28.0 39.5 . 44.4

2 13.5 19.4 16.6 '
3 27.2 : 22.3 22.6° ®

x2=60.74 df=6 P<.05 Gamma= —~.11

Table 5.6:  Subjective Citizen Competence by Oceupation

Subjective «~ Upper Lower Blue .
Citizen " White Collar White Collar Collar =
Competence - - - . . : S e
¢) 15.1 32.7 : 37.1
1 19.6 19.2 : 20.8
2 23.4 19.9 17.5
3 41.9 28.3 24.6
N=440 N=466 N-=867

x?=82.99  af=6  P<.05  Gamme= -.25

. In both cases the level of efficacy of lower
white collar workers is much closer to that of blue coller
worders then Upver white coller respondents. Moreover, the
relationship between occupation and both subjective political
competence and perception of government responsiveness is
apparent, upper white collar workers being clearly more likely
to be efficacious than other respondents and lower white collar
workers being merginally more efficscious than blue, collar workers.
More important to the present enalysis is the finding thet the
relationship between efficecy and occupstion is consideradbly
more pronounced in the case of subjective politicel competence

than in thet of perception of the responsiveness of government.
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'~ The gamma values sre ;;25 and .11, respectively.

That occupation more effectively differantiateé between
respondents with respect to their subjective political competence )
is clear, It may be that this is sccounted for by the considerable.
influénca which'the experience of sociml elsss heg upon one's '
sense of being able to impact upon the enviroﬁment. Arguably,
the intervening factor is self—esteem;l Expefience within the .
famiiy, school and other soeial cirﬁumstances contributes more
or less to the development of = sense that one is important in
& larger scheme of things, and that what one thinks snd does
can-make a d;fference upon the course of events. We are arguing
that the effiéacy measures which have as tﬁeir primery point

-~

of reference the individual, rather then some aspect of the -

-environment-(eg. government), are.more,likély to be determined

by:individual-specific socializing experiences rather then -
experiences and norms of the politicai culture which are of wider
currency. Conversely, measures which heve as their fundamental °
ﬁoinf of reference such a feature of the polifical system as the
euthorities (whether presented in the guise of "government",
npublic officials", MP's, etc.) are more likely to elicit =
responge which is inbrmed by broad cultural norms which the
individual respondent shares with most others. |

When either income or education is substituted for :
occupation as the independent variable one again finds that the

correlation with subjective citigen competence is considerably
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‘higher than_is the case where percaﬁtion of government responsiveness
is the dependent measure. .The comments appertainiﬁg to the

case of occupation by the two efficecy measures liknfise obtain

in these following 1pstan¢es. .

Table 5.7: -Perception of Gevernment Responsiveness by-family-lneome'
Perception of Lowest Thitd  Middle Third  Highest Third

wWwnNHO

Government of Reapondents of Respondents of Respondents
Responsiveneas- --- - --- - . e . S
47.6 41,2 33.1 ‘
14.2 15.6 25.6
14.6 - 18.8 16.0
23.6 . 24.5 25.3
o - R=1020 N=939 N=989
x°=73.18  af=6  P<.001  Gemma=.10 -

Table 5.8 Subjective Citizen Competence‘by Femily Income

Subjective Lowest Third ¥Middle Third Highest Third
Citizen of Regpondents of Respondents of Respondents
COmpetence .. .. . - . .. . . - .. .. e
0 44,2 34.9 23.8
1 19.4 20.0 23.7
2 11.8 19.8 ‘ 20.6 -
3 24,6 25.2 31.9
N=1020 N=939 , N=989

x2=1oéEgza df=6  P¢.001  Gamme=.19
Table 5.9:

Ferception of Government Resgbnsiveness by Education

Perception of Grade School Secondary Sch. At Least Some

Government Gred, or Less Grad. or less Post-Sec. Schooling
Responsiveness : : -
0 48.3 41.8 30.5
1 9.3 17.5 26.3
2 ‘15.3 17.8 15.0
3 27.1 23.0 28.3
N=681 N=1807 N=T797

%2=107.03 af=9 B.001  Gamme=.10
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.Table 5.10: Subjective CitiZen Competence by Education

Subjective @ Grade School Secondary Sch. At Ledst Some K
Citizen Grad. or Less Grad. or Less Post-Sec. Schooling
0 - 51.0 36,2 14.6.
1 15.7 23.7 19.4
2 9.7 17.4 23.3
3 23.6 o 22.8 42.8
N=681 N=1 807 : N=797

x2=295.51 - a@f=9  PX.001  Gemme-.33

The final independent variable which impacts differently -
upon perception of government responsiveness than upon subjective
politicel competence ié federsl political effilistion. This
_1ast comparison is reported only becsuse of the intriguiﬁg
-difference between the 1evei of perceived government s
responsiieness, on the one. hand, and thet of subjective political '
competence, on the other, smong self-designated independents

and non-partisans.,

Table 5.11= -Perception of the Responsiveness of Government
by Federal Party ldentification

Perception of Independent Liberal BC NDF Other
Government
Responsiveness -
0 45.1 34.8 37.4 . 48.5 N 51,3
1 16.4 19.9 21.1 13,3 4805
2 13.6 : 18.6 19.2 17.9 11.6
3 24.9 26.7 22.3 20.4 18.9
N=550 N=1161 N=62? N=321 N=97

x°=46.28 af=12 P<.001 V=.07

Table 5.,12: Subjective Citizen Competence by Federzl
Party ldentiiication

Subjective Independent Liberal BC NDP Other

Citizen

Competence -

0 32,8 30.5 33.1 43.2 4%.9

1 17.4 23.0 25.3 16.7 20,2

2 17.9 18.5 16.7 19.8 13.9

3 31.9 28.0 24.9 20.3 24.0
N=550 N-=1161 N=622 N=321 N=97

x°=41.51  4f=12  P<.001  V=.07

P e v e e e e
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With_respgct to perception of governmenf résponsiﬁpness -
there is\a clear tendency for indepéndenté to be less efficacious .
then Liberal partisens, and a somewhat 1ess pronounced
tendency for-them to be less confident of the reénonsiveness.
of govérnment than are PC identifiers. However, the case of
subjective citizen competence is rather different. Here -one
findse that independent respondents are no less efficacious than
Iiveral party supporters and, indeed, tend to be more efficecious
than pertisans of the PC party. This sugg;sts that independents
tend more. often than partisens to possess a low opinion of theé
responsiveness of the political system and the autﬁorities who
constitute the humen embodiment of that system, while simaltaneously
feeling that they are competent to efféct_(perhaps singly, perhaps
in céﬁbinatioﬁ with others) political chaﬁge. In other words,
.1t is among independents that we are most likely tq encounter ?
individuals within whom are combined system-directed cyniciém
‘and self-directed confidence.
Summary

What the foregoing enalysis mskes ﬁlain is that
political efficacy in Caneda is indeed bi-dimensional, consisting of
a perception of government responsivenss dimension and a -
subjective citizen competence dimension. And while these
dimenaione are inter-related, a fact taken into account in the
congtruction of our two efficacy measures, they are not
- co—extengive., This is primerily = functidn of a difference

-~

in raference. Whereas the perception of government reéﬁ:ﬁsiveness

oy



meesures allude primarily to m feature of the world outside

of the reapandent i.e. the politieal authorities, the aubjeetive-
-political compatence items heve as their primery focus the

individual himsalf, and 80 are inflnenoed to & greater degree

by the reapondent'a self-esteem.2
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, Foeotnotes

Chapter:5

1. AlmoiS.and Verbe, The: 01v1c Culture (Prlnceton, 1963),

360-361.

2. Of course, in the absence of an 1ndenendent meesure of
self—esteem the commentary is, strictly sveaking, speculative.
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Political Efficecy and the Workplece Structuré of Authority:
EEQZEEEEEEEAEGmarEs-ang-an-gggiricalfTeat
| : o
(It) stends to resson that if any aspect of socisl
life can directly affect government it is the exverience
with authority thet men have in other spheres of life,

especially those that mould their personalities and

those to which they normally devote-most of their
"lives.l '

Why study the reletionship between the struc%ure of
guthority in the work environment, the ésychological disvpositions
of a person and, ultimetely, notions regerding oneself as zn
actor in the political system? The ans)éer lies in the marriage
of two distinct cdrpi of research litersture, thé first dersling
with industrial democrscy end the second with politicel efficecy.-
Spezking genéraliy, the workvlace perticipation litersture is
" concerned with the interconmections between the structure of
suthority in the workvlsce gné i) oroductivity, ii) setisfection
with the job, iii) the tenor of one's relestions with co-workers
end .superiors, and iv) the worker's self-conceotion. The second
corpus, that of political efficecy research, is concerned with
the inter-reletionshio between the sense of being »ble to
influence the political system and such ceﬁegoricel fzetors es
social class, education end region, and attitudinal factors
such =s political trust end support.2

Few explicit 2ttemnts have been merde to bridge the
gap between these two 1iteratures.3 And yet, intuitively, |
the hyvpothesis thest & linkage exists betveen the structure

of z2uthority one exneriences in the workplace »nd notions

= e
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as to one's relationship to politicel esuthorities, medisted

by the psychologicel dispositions which sre reiﬁfofced or

created by the former exverience, seems plsusible. Now it

maey be that the leck of ettention peaid ?o this essociestion
" derives from a suspicion thet such = reletionshiv mey be svurious:

thet both factors esre tracesble to some third phenomenon

such as formal educa#ion or other class-related phenomeénz,

ind it is doubtless the case thet such fectors s formel education,

the socisl class in which one wss reered, occupation, the strucfure

of authority in the workplacé, sense of personal effectiveness,

and poiitical efficacy are interconnected in én intimate

way. However, it seems ressonable to suppose that the structure

of authority in the workplace‘is intimetely associsted with

the personelity of the person who is subject to it. Whether the

workplace exverience can merely act to reinforce =zlreedy existing

disvositions and whether the relsationshio between self and

authority which obtains in this environment csn be generalized

to one's menner of orientation to the politicel realm are

guestions which will be =ddressed subseguently. ”

But before esssying answers 1o these questions

some observations regarding the significence of the study

of the structure of asuthority in the worknlace and political

efficacy, respectively, are in order. On the autocreey

which often charascterises the work milieu, Andre Gorg
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observes:

\_,,,~/5£ the mergin of civil society, with its formal
liverties, there...persists hehind the getes of
- factories, = despotic, suthoriterien society with
. 2 militery discipline end hiersrchy which demands
of the workers both unconditional obedience and
active participetion in their own oppression.4

Gorz is meking the point thet, for meny men snd women, a key
segment of life with ramifications for one's entire existence,
is spent in = servitude which would be considered vholly inaporonrizte

to other rezlms of sociszl interszction.

[,

Returning to the linkage which hes been vpositied bifiiggxf’\\

. the structure of authority which is eiperienbed in the workvlace
and the sense of being sble to ect effectively in the noliticel -
system, as medirted by the personelity dispositions which =re
reinforced ér instilled by the former expérience, the comments

of Blumberg ere germrine. He dbserves:

Even todasy, with the shortest work dery snd work
week in modern history, the worker's dazily job
still extends neerly from one end of his weking
hours to the other, especially if transworistion
is included plus sn essential allowence for recuper-
-2tion from the ment=l znd vhysicel fatigue of
work, And 2s work dominates the d=y, so it
dominates the week, Work stsnds like en
enormous, dominating gient astride our wsking
hours, malkking 1ts constant, unrelenting demends
upon our minds and bodies. One cennot merely
"forget™ work 1T 1t is unviersant: 1% 1s simply
too much wifth us.b

And lster Blumberg svesks of,

...the interaction between life and work,

and the imonossibility of isoleting malaise in
one svhere from other spheres of life. As
Ferdynard Zweig hes said, 'A man is not one
person at home and a different person at his
work, he is one and the ssme man. He vprojects
his personsl worries, frustrstions, and fesrs



on to his workplace, and vice versa from workplace
to home'.6

Earlier, the point was mede that the éssocietion
between the structure of authority in the workpléce end .
2 sense of being able to influence the politicel sjstem
is not direct. It is medizted by 2 vsychologicel factor,
viz. self-esteem. TFor it has been shown that particivetion
in workplace decision meking contributes to i) the nurturing
of committment to the system, ii) setisfection with the
system and one's role within it; and most importently,
iii) the creation of 2 sense of competence end, relatedly,
self-esteem, This letter factor, a belief in one's
competence, is neces%ary if the self is to-handle the
risks involved in comparatively active (inter-versonal)
modes of volitical participatidn. Quoting Blumberg once more:
+..p2Tticipation, power, =nd responsibility on
the job tend to satisfy basic ego needs. Heving
the power of vparticinetion implies to workers
that they are egual pertners, collaborators in
en enterorise, rather than pescive, coerced, and
unwilling subordinates., Particivation strengthens
the belief, or crestes it, th=t they, the vorkers

ere vorthy of being consulted, that they =re
“1ntelligent and comvetent.,7

Now the pfoposition being examined is that men
can learn, as a result of the workolace experience, patterns
of submissiveness to authority. Conversely, their work
exnerience may iﬁstill in them e sense of self-esteem ~nd
comnetence to participate which may be generslised to the

reslm of the politicel. And while it is conceded that the
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encounter with s workplace authority structure mey do no
more then reinforce slready existing disvositions, one's job
experience is of such crucial importence thet it cen be responsible
for the creztion of psychological disbositions.8 By way of
illustration, A.S. Tannenbaum found thet lengthy exvosure (one
year) to an environmeﬁt which afforded the individuel opportunities
to partiéipate tended to reduce some of the attitudes of
dependency émong workers., Conversély, those exvosed to &
hierarchical structure of authority for = similer period
of time tended to suffer = reduction in some =ttitudes of
1ndenendence.9 Moreover, the classic studles cerried out by
Kurt Lew1nlo demonstrated that the structure of authority cen
i
effect changes in the disnositions of the individusl.
Blumberg is cogents
In other words, zlthough it is true th=st
particivation does heve different effects upon
. d@ifferent individuals - depending uoon their
values, zttitudes, expectstions, personality needs,
and the like - it is 2lso jrue that = structure
of particivation crestes aporooriete vplues,
attitudes, and expectetions, and thus in the long
run becomes more effective becmuse of the
eventual commatibility~of personality with structure.
In other words, the orgenisetion thst vermits
particivetion ultimately produces individusls
who are resvonsible to participstion.ll
It would follow from the above thet sutocratic structures »~
of a2uthority will tend to nroduce individusls who =re
spathetic and incompetent with respect to particioetion.

They will have acquired neither the confidence and skills

necessary for participation, nor the expectation that they
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ought to be able to participate. i
The notion of a web of mutuasl influence existing
between one's workplace experience and adjustment to the norms

of participatory democrﬁcy can be summarised thusly: i} perticipation

[ Y

. in workplace decision making mey lead to the creation of expectations

that one hes the oppq;tunity to participete in other public
_spheres, the poiity included; ii) a sense of competence (self;esteem)
may be engendered by workplace participetion, fesulting in the
individual possessing the requisite confidence to engage in
political perticipation; end iii) the individual will benefit
through th; *goining of familiarity with democratic procedures
aﬁd the laérning of political (democratic) ekills, 1?2

,~While the foregoing suggests that the direction of
causality is as below,

Participation in workplece . Expectations of politicel
decision meking ~ 3 participetion

one must recognise the likelihood that the ceussl flow is
not unidirectional. As Almond and Verba observer
Demands to participate in job decisions are
often justified by the politieal norms of
democratic participation. And the individual
whose political expe;ience includes chances to
participate in decisions will be less likely
to accept unquestioningly the authority
relationshipe at his place of work.l3l
However, for purposes of the subsequent anslysis we choose,
ag do Almond and Verba, to consider the workplace structure
of authority as the independent verisble, However, the
investigation of the relationship between political efficacy

and perceptions of the workplace structure of authority'is
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informed by the strong passiblity that the causal relationship
is reciprocél. |

The follqwing enalysis amp}oys four independent
variables which relate to the strucfﬁre of authority in the
workpIace. They ares | |

Caniyou determine the pace at whichayou do moat of
your work? Yes or no? b

-

And the following three measuress

Question: I am'gding to read you some statements sbout jobs.
: Please tell me how true each one is of your job
using one of these answers.

Very true...Somewhat true...Not very true...Not at al true

i} There is the recognition you deserve for your work,

ii) You can influence important decisions that are
mede by your supervisor.

iii) There is:a great deal of freedom to decide
how to do your work.

In the subseduent analysis we have collapsed the "Not very true®

and_ "Not at all true" categories of the letter three

meagures into a single category designated "Not truer,

This is done due to the small number of respondents falling

into the latter category of the respective independent messures.
Eﬂucathg_has been controlled for in order to

eliminate whatever qonfoundlng effects this factor may have.

And in the subsegquent analysis the focus will most often be -

ﬁpon the middle and upper educetion cohortgs for the simple reeson

that, given divisions of both the dependént efficacy measure

end each of the independent variebles, the problem of smell N's is-

encountered. Nonetheless, all of the controlled cross—tebulations
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are-ﬂocumented in order that the reader may decide for himgelf

- What interpretstion the data will safely bear.

The fifst independent veriable is a respondent's
perceptién of whether he is able to determine the pace at which
he works,

Table-6,1

Level of education = Grade school graduetion or less

# of ETSf. Can determine Cannot determine

Responses: pace of work - - pace of work

0 | 47.2 52.1

1 25.9 = 73.1 7.7 - 69.8

2 15.1 9.2

3 5.5 14.5

2 6.3 ~ 11.8 6.2 20.9

Mean score Y+ 1.1 F=.6*
R=1 83 N—::49

x°=6.4  df=4  P>.05
*not significent at .05 level.
: Table 6.2

Level of edﬁcation = Secondery school graduetion or less.”

# of Eff. Can determine Cannot determine

Responses * - pace of work--- - - -pace of work -

0 31.6 29.0

1 27.6 - 59-5 31.5 - 60.5

2 18.3 23.7

3 14. : 10.2 _ .

2 7.4 = 32:2 4 5.5 = 13.7

Mean score 1.4 : - 1.3 P=.6%
N=T06 N=203

12=6.4 df:=4 ' P).05
*not significant at .05 level.



L T nr T gy ey U

117

-

Table-s;z

Level of education = At least ‘some post-secondery schooling

# of Eff. o Canfhetermine ~ Cannot determine ' )
Responses- - pace-of work-------. pace - of ‘work-

0 11.5 18.4

1 23.9 - 3504 20.9 - 3903 e
2 23.% 22.6 )
3 27' 27.1

2 13,4 ~ 42 11.0 - 381

Mean score 2.1 1.9° P=.6%

2 N=356 N=112

xX"=3.T ‘§£=4 _ ?).05 *not significent a2t .05 level.

.{" '

.

Igﬁéfing-tahle 6.1 on account of the smell number
of resﬁondents who consider that they are uneble to determine
the pace at which they work, one observes a relationship
befwéen efficacy and the exfent of sutonomy allowed in workplace
decision making which, while very slight, is in the expécted
direction. There is s marginel tendency for those who feel
‘thet they cen determine the pace’at whilll they work”to be more
efficacious than fhose who feel that they a}e unrble to do so.

On the face of it, the merginelity of the correlation
between tﬁis gtructure af authority in the workplace varieble
and political efficacy seems to argue ageinst the thesis that
the experience of being able to participate in decisions made
in a'non-political setting such as one's place of work (one's
work experience being especizlly important due to the relationship
of & man's job to his self-esteem and, second, the fact of
the sheer proportion of waking hours which are devoted to one's

work) will contribute to the develooment. of self/authority
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dispositions which may be generalised to the political system.
However, it mey only be that this partiéular independent |
measure has questionable validity. One possible problem.which
is immediately apparent is the fact that each respondent- was
presented only two response categories: yes I can determine
the pace at which I work or no I cannot. Iﬁ consequence fully
T77.4% of the respondents say thet they can determine their
vece of work versug/oﬁly 22.6% who submit thet they camnot. In
brief, because the measure is of the =21l or nothing, black or
white variety, it may be thet the extent of variation is masked
and that one ﬁou;d observe z greater relationship-between sutonomy
on the job'qnd politicel efficacy if the /autonomy measure was
of a more or legs formet (i.e. at least trichotomous).

‘The difficulties created by dichotomous response
categories are absent from the following three structure
of authority in the workplace veriobles. The firat measure
reads:r There is the recognitionlyou deserve for your work.
Note that in tables 6.4 through 6.12 the "Not very true"®
and "Not at all true" categories have been collepsed into
e single "Not true% cohort for the reason given previously,
i.e. the small number of respondents falling into the

"Not at all true™ category of each independent meesure.
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| Table 6.4 - . . . '

Level of Education = Grade school graduation or less .
# of BfE. Very true Somewhat true Not trwe =~
Responses: - - : SRR
o 49.4 52,4 33.5 _
1 18.0 ~ 67-4 235 — 75.9 35.5 ~ 69.0
2 20.2 9.6 12.7 )
3 7. 9.3 4.5
4 4—.2 —— 12.0 5.1 - 14-4 13.8 - 1803 °
Mean score "9 N 1.3 P=8.4*

N=T75 N=99 N=46

%2-15.28  df=8  P=.05 Gamma=.09
*gignificant at .01 level. _ _
Takble -6.5

Level of education = Secondary school gradustion or less

# of Eff. | Very true Somewhet true Not true

Responses R - : : -

0 35‘3 2401 . 34.6

1 23.9 ~ 992 371 - 55-2  3p; ~ 67.0

2 18.% 20.g 2%.%

3 12, 17. : .

4 10.0 - 22-8 ) 6.7 — 24.5 3.3 -— 12.1

Mean score "1l.4 " 1.5 1.1 F=8,4%
N=291 N=411 - N=199

x2=29,31 df=8  P<.05  Gamma= -.05
*gignificant et .01l level. =
. Table 6.6 ) .

Level 6f education = At least some post-secondary schooling

# of Eff. Very true . Somewhat true Not true
Reaponses . e e . PP e e e .. .

0 l12.1 9.2 24.4

2 19.5 -25.% §3.g

2 382 _4s.9 28:8 _4es 1100 - 263
Mean score 2.1 " 2.2 1.6 F=8.4%

5 N=152 N=229 N=87
x"=25.25 df=8 P< .05 Gamma= —-.12 *gignificant at .01 level.

As with +t previous controlled anelysis the focus

will be upon the middle and upper education cohorts. But first
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'
a word'about the iﬁdepeﬁdent variable. .Arguably, a Bense_df
being accorded recognitlon for work done bears dlrectly upon
e man's melf-conception and belief in his own va%ue. Por recognltion

. " entails the extension from one to another of an evaluation of
wortk, And such recognition serves to .instill or reinforce
‘confidence in one's competence to fulfill = partlcular role
(in this case " an occupational role). Now it maey seem & bit of
g2 jump from pqgséssing a-sensé of self-worth with respect
%o the structures snd significent others encountered in the work .’
world to & feeling of self—worth with respett to things politiesl.,
waever, our argument is this- While it may be the case thaf
the experience of personal autonomy‘or democratic partieipation
in the wor;place mey only‘reinforce already existing (1f inchoate)
dispositions toward political efflcacy, the exnerience of an ~
undemocratic workplace and, generally, conditions which undermine
self-esteem may militate aga;?st the devel0pment of po}itical
efficaciousness, ; ' ‘

This being said it is most useful to compare those

respondents who say either that it is-véry tTue or somewhat
true that their job affords recognition to those who respond
that thls ig not at all true of thelr job. The former demohstrate
a marked tendency to “be more efficacious then the latter. Given
that the respohse'pattérns'of those who say that the statement
is very true and“those‘who gay it is somewhat {irue are auite
similar we will cbmpare only the less emphatic group to

¥

respondents'wﬁo ¢laim that there is no truth to the statement

e oA et i

et ey 47



% : . ' 121

that their job‘affords the recognition they deserve. What one
observes is thet amongst those with gecondary schobligiaﬂugtiOn
or 1gss the proportion of;"somewhat true; resvondents who fall
into the two highest efficaey categorieg is 24,54 and smongst
‘the ™not truen respondents the proporfion is 12,14. When the
lowest two efficacy categories are collapsed the percentages
are 55.2% and 67.0%, respectively. The same‘pattérn obtains
in the case of respondents with at least some post-secoﬁﬁéry
educeation. ‘
| Clearlf, respondents who expefience workplace

conditions which feil entirely to reinforce their sense of

__self—worth are less Iikeiy}t'o feel pqlifjt'ically efficacious then
those whose occupétional conditions are a2t least somewhet supportive
of self-esteem. And as a final point the impact of workplace
condition§ supporting or undermining self-esteem through fhe
extent to which recognition is aécorded is greatest smong the

. most highly educated respondents (see table 6.6). This is

not éurprising in that we would expect that those who have
undergone the experiencé of higher education, an experience
which tends to promote self-esteem, and who come to occupy
wrk conditions where recognition is withheld will be most
likely to be disillusioned.due to the dissonance hetween the

" expectation and the experience. And at & time when an
increesingly 1arge-nuﬁber‘of highly educated Qgpple (most

often young adults) find themselves "underemployed", performing
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jobs in which recognition-éf their gbilities énd gqualifications
is not forthecoming, the incidence ofrthis disappointment with,
potentislily, spill-over effects for political dispositions will
most probablj igcreése.l4
| Thé third iﬁdependent measure reads:r You can
influence important decisiohs thet ere made by your supervisor.
| —————re———

Table 6.7
i

Level of education = Grade school grsduation or less

# of EBff. Very true Somewhet true Not true
. Responses) - : T
0 ' 46.3 59.6 41.2 -
1 23.1 ~ 69-4 3507 — 65.3 34,1 = 1243
2 10.3 . 13.2 12.4
3 ’ 9-1 7-4 -5
3 11,2 = 0.3 4.~ 1.4 6.9 - 11-4
Mean score "1.2 .8 1.0 F=6,2%
5 N=45 N=T0 N=65
x“=10.36 af-8 Py.05
*gignificent at .01 level.
Table 6.8
Level of education = Secondary school or less
# of Eff. Very true Somewhat true Not true
Responges - - - S ol
0 33.1 28.2 31.2 f
1 1.8 ~ 949 5.1 — 573 35.0 ~ 062
2 22.0 22.6 lg.ﬁ
3 12.4 16.2 _ 4
2 , 10,7 = 231 T5ig - 221 g1 - 14.5
Meen score 1.5 1.4 1.2 F=6,2%
N=223 N=2g6 N=249

x°=20.01  df=8  P<.05  Gamme= —.07
*gignificant at .01 level.

s
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Level of education - At least some post-seCOndary schooling

# of Eff, Very true - Somewhat true .Not true

Resgponges - - : :

0 9.3 11.5 19,3

1 22.4 ~®L.7T 1352 - 30.1 26,8 — 46.1

2 18,2 2T.6 2§.g

3 43.9 23.1 18.

2 4.2 ~ 20-1 13°5 - 42.3 11.4 ~ 30.2

Mean score 2.2 2.2 * 1.8 P=6,2%
o - N=135 N=148 N=132

x"=37.11" af-8 .05 Gamme- -,15 *significant at -0 level,

making, NMoreover, the megnitude of the relationship is

substantial, For example,collﬂpsingtme two highest efficacy

Tespondents 50.1% of the "very truen tespondents, 42,3% of tpe
"somewhat true"‘respondents, and only 30.2% of thosge who.answer
"not truev fe1j into this ctategory. Thig pattern ig consistent
¥ith our argument that confidence in one'g ability to participete
in job-releted decisions can reinforce g pré-existing belief

in ‘onétg politicgl Competence and the accessiblity of the

politicel authority system and, conversely, that the eXperience
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Confidence in the soundness of the above interpretation
is bolstered by the results of cross-tabulations using the
final-authority in the workplace wvariable. This.measure reads:
There is a grest deal of freedom to decide how to do your worﬁ.

We would suggest that this measure invo%ves both the reinforcement

‘or inhibition of & senge of self-worth (in that being sble to

define one's tasgk contributes to subjecfive competence) as well

as relating directly to one's status vis-a-vig the systen

authorities (i.e. do they or do they not allow for freedom?).
Table 6.10 -

Level of education = Grade school gradustion or less

# of Eff. Very true . Somewhat true Not true
Responsges — R o : -
0 52.5 _ 44,6 49.6 _
2 10 7 lg.g 15.g
3 10.1 . 0.
i ) gy — 18.2 o4 — 10.5 8.9 ~ 8.9
Mean score 1.0 . <9 .9 F=8,3*

o N—113 N=T71 N=42
x“=10.72 df=8 P>.05
*gignificant at .01 level,

' _Table-6;11

Level of educa{ion = Secomdary school gradustion or less

# of Eff. | ery true Somewhat true Not true

Responges - - - - ... - - .- -

0 30.4 29.0 33.0 _

2 20.7 19.3 18.6

2 17-3 - 26.0 13'2 18.4 2:2 - 11.3

Mean score 1.5. 1,3 1.1, F=8.3#
N=444 N=303 N=159

x :27.84 df=8 P<.05 Gamme= —-.13
*gignificant at .01 level.
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Teble 6.12

Level of educetion = At least some post-secondary schooling

# of Eff. Very .true Somewhat true Not true
Reaponses. . . e e e e e . - . ..

0 13.0 9.4 ' 22.3.

1 3.5, 363 3.0 = 33.4 17.8 — 39-9

2 19.0 30.3 24.2

3. 33-7 20. 170 .

4 16.8 - Y45 15, - 36.0 17.5 ~ 393
Mean score 2,1 2.1 i 1.9 P-8, 3%

x°=21.59  df=8  P<.05  Gamma= -.03
*gignificant at .01 level.

The relstionship between efficeecy end perception
* of the degree of freedom one has in deciding how to do one's-
wérk decrecses as we move from the cohort whieh includes those
with secondary school gradustion or less to those with at least
some post-secondary education. Among: the middle education
" respondents and, to a considerably lesser degree, smong th@se
in the other two education cotorts there is a pattern similer
to that observed when one's ability to influeﬂ%% importent decisions
of workplsace supefvisors was the %Pdependeht verisble, viz. the
greater is a respondent's perception of freedom to define for
himself his work “asks the greater is the likelihood that he
will feel podlitically efficacious. However, the strength of
the relationship is wesak.

The finel stage of this enelysis of the relstionehip
between political efficecy and perceptions of the workplace gtructure
of suthority involves a simple four-item unweighted edditive

index at the independent variable. It has been constructed
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by dichotomising each of the four independent varisbles and

assigning & value of 1 for a response which indicates an

ability to influence workplace decision making and a velue of

0 for a contrary response. The 0 and 1 categories of the

independent variable have been combined due to the small

N's which obtein when the categories are trested singly..

Level of edueastion = Grade schdol gradustion or less

Table 6,13

# of ETT. - # of Responses Indicating an Ability to
Hesponses Influence Workplace -Decision Meking. -

Qoerl 2 = 3 4
0 A4.4 40.1 - 49.0 54.9
1 27.8 35.0 24.2 18.7
2 11.1 8.8 11.9 15.5 .
3 5.6 3.2 11.5 5.6 «
4 1101 12.9 3.4 5-3

N=18 N=36 N=51 . N=T0
x°=19.54  df=16  P».05

Table 6.14

Level of education

= Secondary school gresdustion or less

# of Eff. # of Responses Indicating an Ability to
Responses Influence Workplace Decision Masking
0 27.3 41,1~ 27.1 29.9
2 20.5 14.3 26.4 18.9
3 6.8 6.2 13,4 16.0
4 3.4 T.0 4.5 10.6
N=88 N=109 N=222 N=339
x°=42.96  @f=16  P<.001  r=.13
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Table 6,15
Level of education - At least some post-seeondary schooling
# of EYfP, # of Responges Indicatlng Bn Ability o
Responges - Influence-Workplace-Becision~Making -
‘ Qor1 2- 3 4

0 32,2 26.0 8.2 9.3
1 25.0 18.8 29,8 1.4
2 17.9 24,2 24,5 23,0
3 14.3 19.1 25.5 35.3
4 10.7 11.9 12.0 13.0

N=28 R=70 N=116 N=1g98
x°=46. 34 =16 P00l  p..q6

Varieble Name » r_Squared r? Change
Education ) .097 © . 097
Workplace participation .105 «007
Interaction of Education and

workplace participation .109 004

In brief one finds that the interaction effect ig

not significant. As for the main effects, with education

for by educetion (.105 - «014) equalg .091 (P<.001}. The gum

of the‘unique Variance accounted for by each of thege measuresg
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equals .099 . The joint verience of workplace ‘participation
and education (.105 - .099) equals .006 . Hence, expressed

in percentage terms one finds the'folloﬁingr

Uﬁique variance sccounted for by workplace participetion..... .84
Unique \Taria.nce accomtea fOI‘ by educationo s v etenconrssvranea 9.1%
Joint varisnce of workplace participetion end education...... « 6%
Total of explained variance - : 10.5%

Summazx

' In summery of the preceding anmlysis of politicel
efficacy correlate& with each of the four independent wvarisbles
and the additive index (with educstion controlled for) the
following may be said. While there does appear to be a
relationshigfbetﬁeenrpoliticél.efficacy and the structure of
authority in the workplace, with a réspondent who experiences

workplace circumstances which are democratic and perticipatory

~—bveing more likely to be politicelly efficacious then one

', whose work situstion does not sllow for participation end

the development snd/or reinforcement of self-esteem which is

& consequence of such an encounter with a participetory

system of inter-related roles, the relstionship is very weak,
This leads one to speculate that pre-edulthood socislising forces
have a greater bearing upon such psychologicel dispositions

as self-esteem, subjective competence, and perception of

the responsiveness of authority, than do later learning

experiences. We recognige that this runs counter to the

e
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arguments of both Almond and Verba and Etkstein with réspect

. to the relative significance of pre-zdult{ end edult socislizing

experiencas in the determination of politiecal dispositions.

~ Baged upon observation of the pettern of relationships in the

five nations included im their study, Almond snd Verba conclude s
There appeers to be = rank order in the strength
of the connection between non-political types of
rarticipation and politiecal competence: | the
connection becomes stronger os one moves from
family to school to job vartieipation.l6
And in explaining this they draw upon Ecksteins
Eckstein has suggested (that) the closert!
a sociel structure is to the politiesanl
‘system, the more likely there is to be =a v
strain toward congruence between the two
authority pastterns.18
Now it may be that the difference between the
findings of the present' study end those reported in previous
works derive from differen¢ces between the measures employed in
the respective studies. We leave open the possiblity thet
the measures of the workplace structure of suthority used in
the present study leave something to be desired. And so caution
is counselled in the interpretion of the present findings. -

At the seme time we would argue that, besed upon the findings

of this analysis, Carole Pateman's thesis in Participastery: Pemecraey,

viz. thet the workplace setting is 2 key determinent of a worker's
dispositions toward authority, so thet he who is part of a
democratically~run work enterprise "learns"™ expectastions and
practites which are generalised to the political system, is not

unguestionable,



130

>

“Footnotes
Chepter-6
1. Eckstein, A Theory of Stable:Democracy (Princeton, 1961},
225- - " '

2. Much of the writing on political efficacy involves not a
direct inquiry into the concept and its attitudinal/behavioral
characteristics, but rather an expioration of politicel
participation., Hence, efficecy is most often treated as
an independent wvariable.

3. Both Almond and.Verba's,‘The~Givic-Gultﬁre, and Cerole Pateman's
Pertieipation and Pemocratiec Theory explore the linkage
between political eificacy and workplace participation.

4, Gorz,}Strategy-for Lebor:: a Radicel Proposesl (Boston, .1967),
30.

5. Blumberg, Industrisl Demoeracy: The Sociologyof Participastion
(London, 13968), 47-40.

6. Ibid., 51.
7. Ibid., 130.

8. See for exemple Blesuner, Freedom and Alienetion (Chicego,

=

9., Tannenbeum, "Personelity Change =s 2 Result of an Experimental
Change of Environmentsl Conditions", Journal of Abnormal
and Social Psychology, 1957, 404-406. ¢

10. See "Frontiers in Grouvp Dynamics®, in Humen Relations (June,
1947), 5=-37; "Studies in Group Decision®™, 1in Group bynamicss
and "Group Decision snd Sociel Change™, in Resdings in
Social Psychology (1947).

11, Blumberg, Op.Cit., 109.

12. Patemen, Participation and -Democratic Theory (Cembridge,
1970), 7A.

13. Almond and Verba, Op.Cit., 366.

14. We are sperking here of & general vsychologicel malAaise /

charecterised by a sense of worthlessness and impoteénce.

15. The interaction effect variable was constructed by
multiplying & respondent‘'s score on the workplece
participation index (which renges from O through 4) by
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the education value (renging| from 1 through 8)%
16. Almond =nd Verba, QOp.-Cit., 371.
17. By "closer" Eckstein means more piroximate in terms of
. -time and/or similarity "in the degree of formality of
suthority patterns" to the politicel system. .
18. Almond and Verba, Op. Cit., 372.
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The Determinants of Efficaey in Canada

At this point in the study regression enslysis is
useful in order to ascertain whai prOporfion of the wveriance

in each of'the measures of political efficacy is accounted for

- by the gseveral independent variables whicﬁ have been selected.

The first anelysis has the four-item unweighted additive index
a8 the dependent varisble, and the subsequent snelyses use

subjective citizen competence and perception of the responsiveness

© of govermment indices,‘in that order. Bfiefly, one finds that

. certain cstegoric measures such as region, fsligion'and ethnicity

tend to be extremely wéak_predictors qf politicel efficacy, however
the latter is operationalized, while tpa truat in men/optimism ‘
in the future attitudinal measure‘snd categoric varisbles with'
gsocial class %mplications tend to be the best predictors.

i) The- Independent Variables: Why they were Seleeted snd How
They Heve Been Operationalised

} .
In the selection of independent veriables two criterie
were epplied. The first is prior knowledge of the Canadian
political culture end the second is the assumption that the

experiénce of socializastion within & particular class ambience

‘(and the impact which this hes upon one's self-esteem) is of

crucial importance for an understanding of both politicel
behavior and attitudes, political efficacy inecluded.

With respect to 4he first criterion one knows that
factors such as region and ethnicity loom large in Cenzdien

: .. . 1
politics. Inter-regional variation in politicel participation,

7N\
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) . : »
both in extent and modes, as well as varistion in the patterﬁ

of;partiaandhip-anﬂ'party systems across province zlerts us to
the apparent ;mpbrtande of region for an understanding of Canadien
polities. Of course the prominence of ethnicity, meaning in
“the Canadien context the cleavage between French snd
; English\géna&ians, is clear from the most easusl obser&atidn of
the Canadian socio-political scene, both contemporary and
'histgrié. Moreofer, there exists in Canada a considerable
f | correlat{pn between ethniecity, feligion-anq region, accounted
for by the singular position of éhe province of Quebec, an
- overwhelmingly French Catholic sgciety set in the midst of a
predominantly Ehglf%h—speaking Caneda in.which‘CatEolics are -
. in the minority. For these Teasons we chose to include within |
each of our rggression analyses meagures of region and ethnicity,
fgspectively.2- ! ‘ ' B
Second, the hypothesis that socialization, both
explicitly politicai and_more‘generalt to the_norﬁs of 2 particular
class bears upon the political behajiqr and expectations_of
& person is obviously not originsl #o the present papér. The
relationship ﬁay be direct with en individual.adopting, more
or less imperfectly, the politically relevant velues of one.or
more role model with whom he comes into contact, orYi% maey b9
throuéh the intermediary offices of self-esteem. In either
case <;ne can justifiaebly say thet the_re is a clear tendency for
expectations to be ixlcdnsiﬂérablhlneasure g consequence of the

significant otherﬁ, meterial circumstances end information which
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have combined -together to'constitﬂzzx%hi experience of socialization.
The independent variables usSed in the following
analyses can be grouped into the following categories.

a) Categoric measures with _
gocial class implicetions.......Occupation
Years of formal education
Family income

b) Other categoric‘measure;........Ethnicity

Religion
Region
Sex

c) Attitudinal MEBSUIeSecevsecesass.Trust in man/Optimlam regerding

the future
Federal political 1dent1fication

Federal political identification which, in its origlnal
form, is 2 nominal measure has been dichotomised into a
prertisan end & non-partisan category, with Liberal party identification

ag the suppressed category. It has been operationslized thusly

based upon the assumption, prime faeié;jlaﬁéible, that those
who do not identify with an esteblished political party will
tend to lack a psychologiceal linkage with the polifical system
inch will be possessed by those who are party identifiers.

.. With respect to the four categoric verisbles
which do not necessarily heve social class implications, viz.
ethnicity, religion, sex and region, all of which sre nominal,
required changes have been made., Of course the operationalisation
of sex of respondent poses no problems, being neturally dichotomous.
However; in the case of ethnicity respondents have been divided
into those of French descent and those of non-French descent,

with British Isles ancestry being our suppressed category.

’
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Operatiorelizing religion the Protestant denominational category |
_has been suppressed and the sample pépulation divided inmto |
'Catholica and non-Catholiecs. Moreover; we wished to ascertsin

the independent effect which an absence of religious belief has
- upon the politicel diaposition.being‘examined. . Hence a second
dummy variable has been created, with respondents divided into.
‘believers end non-~believers., Rlso, based upon the seemingly
pleusible assumption that those who are of a faith other than
Protestantism or Catholicism are likely to be less well integrated
into Cansdian society, oné further religion measure has been
constrﬁcted with ﬁ;ggonﬁents divided into two cetegories,
non-Catholic/non-Protestant believers aﬁd other believers, Iastly,
four dichotomous region variables are used with Onfarib as

the guppziesse&.category. |

ii) With the Four-Item-Efficacy Index-as the Dependent Varijable

Variable Name : - r Squmred r2 Change
Trust in man/Optimism in the future .094 .094
Educsation .142 .048
Family income .153 .011
Occupation .159 . 006
Begioné@ue/non—Oue) .162 .003
Region(Prairies/non-Prairies) .168 .00F
Sex of respondent .169 .001
Region(BC /non-EC ) .170 .001
. Partisanship 171 .001
Region(Atlantic/Non~Atlantic) LA71 .001
Religionznon-believer/believer} 172 .001
Religion{Catholic /non-Catholic) 173 .001
Religion(non-Cath,non-Prot.believer/
Other) ' 173 .000
Ethnicity 173 .000

Disappointingly, one finds that ell of the independent

measures, teken together, account for only 17% of the variation
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in the'addifive efficacy.measure. Mbreovef, fully 16%

of ‘the veriation in politieal efficecy is sccounted for by the
trust in men/optimism sbout the future index and the three

measures of sociel class. Indeed one finds that the only variebles

~ which maké a2 significant independent contribution to the prediction

of this meassure of political efficacy sre.the trust in men/optimism

régarding the future attitudinel measure snd educetion, together
accounting for marginally more then 14% of the veristion in the
. dependent measure,

Thé socio-demographic varisbles are found to edd
little %o our ability to acpount for variation in politiéal_
efficacy. Region; etmicity, religion and sex, regerdless of
how the former three are operationalized, together fieke but
" a miniscule contribution to the understanding of e ficacyi
wvhen attitudinal and social class measures are in luded in the
equation. )

iii) With the Subjective Citizen Competence Index as the
Dependent - Measure

-Variable Name r Squared r? Change
Education .083 .083
Trust in mam/Optimism in the future .117 .034
Family income .133 .016
Sex of Respondent . 144 012
Ethnicity ‘ .149 .004
Qccupation .152 .004
Region(Prairies/fhon-~Prairies) .154 .002
Region(BC/non-BC ) ] .157 .004
RegioniAtlantic/non—ﬁtlantic) .158 .001
Region{Oue/non-Que) . .160 .002
ReligionéNon-believer/Believer) .161 ' .001
Religion(Non-Cath,Non-Prot.believer/

Other) .166 .005
Religion(Catholic /non-Catholic) .168 .002

Partisanship .169 . 001

WL AL e



137

With subjective citizen competence as the dependeﬁt
measure one again finds that trust in man/optimism about the future,
education and family income are the %hree vaeriebles which maké
the greatest indépendent contribution to an explanstion of‘the
variation in political efficacy. However, there is e chenge in
the relative predictive strength of these varisbles., When the
four-item unweighted index was the dependent measure
trust in man/optimism rederding the future was the best predictor,
followed by education. With subjective citizen competence
dependent‘the order of these two independent variables is
" reversed, Moreover, wherees the independent contribution of
sex of respondent was.extremelj slight in the previous regression
analyeis, in this instance it fanks ag the fourth best predic%or
of the variation in: political efficacy. Together, education,
trust in man/optimism in the future,'famiiy income and sex of
respondent account for 14.5% of the 17% of the variation in
subjective citizen competence which we are able to account for.

Agein, the socio-demographic variables have extremely
weak independent effects upon the efficacy meesure.

Additionelly, partisenship (operationalized as partisans vs,
non-partisans with Liberal identifiers suppressed) has only

the slightest independent effect when other factors are controlled.

-
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iv) With-the Perception of Government Responsiveness Index-as
The Dependent Measure

Variabhle Name ' T Squared r2 Change
Trugt in man/Optimism in the future .044 .044
Occupation .050 .006 (
Region(Que /non-Que) .056 .006 \\“//,
Jex of Respondent .059 .003
Partisanship . .059 .001
Religion(Non-Cath,Non-Prot.believer/

Other) .060 .001
Religion(Non-believers/believers) .061 .001
Education .062 .001
Religion(Catholic/non-Catholic) .063 .001
Ethnicity .063 .000
Reglon%Pralrles/non-Prairles) .064 .001
Region(BC/non-BC ) 064 . .000
Family income » .064 .000

Whereas there wﬁs considerable similarity between \
the previous two regression analyses, both in terms of the total
proportion of varisnce accounted for snd the faetors which have

the greatest independent effect upoﬁ political efficacy, 2

markedly different situstion emerges with perception of governmeént
responsiveness as the d ependent measure. In this latter case .

2 meager 6.4% of the varistion in the efficacy measure is accounted
for by the independent verisbles. Indeed, the trust in man/optimism
about the future attitudinsel messure proves to be the only

fector which has & significent independent effect upon

perception of government reépons;veness;’accounting for

4.4%.of the variation. Educetion, a comperstively good predictor

of the other two dependent measures, contributes as little to

the explanation of perc;ption of government responsiveness as

most of the socio-demographic variasbles,

In summary of the three snslyses, in no case does
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the totel emount of variance accounted for by the selected
independent varisbles exceed 17%. Indeed, with the weighted
perception of the rgsponsiveness‘of_government measurelas the
erendent measure one is able to account for only 6.4% of the
variance in political efficsaey. . -

' Also, the soclo-demographlc measures, viz. region,
relig1on, ethnicity, and sex, tend to be the poorest predictors
of politlcal efficacy, while the trust in men/optimism in the
future attitudinel index end catégori¢ measures with social’
eclass implications (eséecially education) tend to have the
greatest independent effects, PFinally, there are differences
between the efficacy measures with respect to the relative
predictive strength of the indeﬁendent variables. Por example,
with the additive efficacy index as the dependent messure the
trust in menfoptimism in the future veriable is the best predictor
followed by education, wheress with the weighted subjective
political competence mezsure dependent the order of these
independent varisbles is reversed.

v) Goncluding Remarks

Though individuals' perceptions of their own
politicel ability may not mirror the objective
situation, it cannot be unrelated to thet

situation. - If an individusl believes he hes influence,
he is more likely to attempt to use it. a2 subjec-
tively competent citizen, therefore, is more likely
to be an active citizen. And if government officiels
do not necesgsarily respond to active influence
attempts, they are more likely to respond to them
then to 2 passive citizenry that mekes no demands.

If the ordinery cltlzen, on the other hend, perceives
thet government policy is far outside his sphere of
influence, he is unlikely to attemnt to influence
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that policy, and government officisls are unlikely °
to worry about the potentisl pressure that can be
brought to bear on them., Thus the extent to: -which
citizens-in a natien percéive: themmselves -as
competent-to inlluence Lhe - government afrects their
"politieal behavior, (Emphasis mine)s

-~

We_héve quoted et length from Almond ané Verba's

The Civic Culture because their justification for the study

of political efficacﬁ is particular}y cogent. Those who : ////;,»’””_
have an interést in the health of democrsfic political's§s¥;ﬁs '
‘must not ettend only to the institutions snd patierns of behavior '
charactefiestic of such systems, but slso to the dispositions
held by citizens. For as J.R. Lucas observes, democracy is
both a noun, referring to a set of governmentsl institutions
end processes, and an adjective,’ implying es it does broad-baseé
participation (either diréctly or through representative
institutions which are responsible to the genersl public) in
political decision—maki’ng.4 S
At this point in the paper we will review briefly
the determinents of politicel efficdcy in Cenada, making
reference to certain findings which we consider worthy of
mention. i
Politicel efficacy in Canede is most strongly
influenced by social class and attitudinal factors which, to
g considerable degree, are the dispositional fruit of the experience
of socielization to the norms of a particuler social class.
The independent mezsures which correlate most highly with

political efficacy ere educetion (gamme=.39) and the trust in men/
fr

optimism in the future index (r=.25T.5
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In as much as response to the latter measure is fbund to be
directly to categoric measures with social cless implicetions
(eg. 2 person with high educgtional atteinment ia.mofe likely
i //fg/g;press trust in ofher men and optimism about the future than
i/////%/ is & person with a lower educetional attainment)e‘qne-ean -
confidently argue that efficacy is in lerge part a product of
'the experience of sécial class. While tﬁe experience‘of:socialization .
to the norma-of a particular social cléss is of considerable i
91gn1f1cance in the determinstion of polltlcal efficeey, there
is some suggestion that tﬁg d18p051t10ns of a2 generstion can
be influenced in the same girection ‘by one or more phenomensa
common to that generation. For example, there is a tendency,
albeit slight, for those who came of age politieally during
the Depression years to be soﬂewhat less efficacioug then any
ofher genergtioﬁ of respondents. This finding is not simply
due to the fact that the mean level of formel education rises
. as age of respondent decreases.
Cultural factors may slso operate to influence the
relationship between political efficaey and certain independent
" varisbles., K case in point is the relationship between efficacy
and sex in the province of Quebec, es contrasted to the
relationship in any other region of the country. The tendency
for males to be more efficacious than females is considerably
greater in Quebec than elsewhere (P<.05). 4nd in British Columbia,
a province with, vis-a-vis other regions of Canada, = tradition

of cléss polarization and in which there exists a competitive
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perty with clome ties to unionized labour,! one finds that .the
negetive correlation between membership in e union and politieal
efficacy is smaller than in the rest of the country. .

When education is controlied for one finds that most
Telationships remain constant across cohorts. However, we
are cautious in drawing conclusion because often the application |
of a control for educati&n results in our findings not being
statistically significant at or beyond the conventional .05 level.
Keeping mind of this caveat the following was found: &) that
the tendency for NDP identifiers to be less efficacioms than
supporters of the other two major parties becbmes weeker among
the most highly educated stratum of the population; b) that
the negative rélationship between membershin in a2 union and
political efficacy increases‘stfength asg education incressgss
"e) the positive relatidnship between being_male and politiecel
efficacy appears to exist only among the most highly educsateds
and df among the highly-educeted stratum of the population
town-dwellers tend to be more éfficacious then any other group
of respondents.

After exemining relationships between political
efficacy and several independent variabies, 2ll of which,
with the exception of the trust in men/optimism in the future
attitudinal index, are freéuently used in conventionel studies
of vdtiné behavior and political pé}ticipation, we considered
the significance which the structure of asuthority in the

workplace has for an understesnding of efficacy. Stimalated
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by the finﬂings of, inter alia, Almond and Ver‘ba8 anﬁ Patemans
we speculated that perceived ability to influence decisions in
such a personslly importent non-political setting as the workplace
might contribute to the crdation of both expectations that one
ought %o be able to_participate in the process of political
| ﬂecisién-making and confidence in one's competence to play
& participatory role, as well as contributing to a familierity
with participatory nofms end procedures., However, these expectations
were ﬁot'confirmed} There was only =2 slight correlation between
the structure of éuthority in the workplace messures and .
political efficacy. With a2 four-itemeadditive index as the independent
veriable the -Pearsén's r was 2 mere .16 . ) T

It may be fhat the failure %o corroborate Almond ___ . .. .
end Verba's findings in respect of the reletionship between
efficacy and participation in the workplace sfems from shortcomings
with the- workplace participation measures. Alternstively, it
may be that the absence in the Canadian context of a significent
relationship tells us smething about this society's ‘
socio-political value system, Perhgps it is the case that
Canediens are more ept to c0mpartmenfalize gsociel sphergs, thereby
failing to transfer the expectations and dispositions appropriate

for one system of interactions (eg. the workolece) to another

(eg. the political system). If one considers that the : N
direction of ceausality is more likely to be thus, -

Expectations regerding the _Expeé%ations-regarding
political system drelationships in the workplace

then it may be thati the weakness of the relationship in the
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Canadisn context, as compared for example to that found to obtain
in the United States, is evidence of the lower salience of
participatory democracy norms in this society. 0

In sddition to ingquiring into the determinants of

politieal efficacy.the dimensionality of the conoept was considered.

Morris Rosenberg was among the first'to-suggest that efficacy
is bi—dimensional,;l and the present work suggests that there
is empifical éupport for the distinction hetween a subjective
citizen competsnce-aﬁﬁ a perception of the reéponaivenass of
government component of politicel efficecy., The two dimensions
are‘closely inter-related but ere not co-extensivé.

As we remarked in opening this paper, efficecy is
one of the crucizl components of = democratic galue‘system.
This'heing the case one is disappoihted to fiﬁa that in ebsolute
terms the level of political efficacy in Canada is not high.
Moreover, the fact that the present study was able to account
for onl§‘17%‘of the verience politicael efficacy alerts us
to the possibility that bettein;ld, pgrhaps, different measures
are required in ord?r to more fully explein the concept. |
Hopefully th; present study has provided some indication of
votentially fruitful lines of inguiry for further research.
Indeed, the comparative strength of the trust in men/optimism
in the future measure suggests that attitudinael factors might

be one such srea for future inquiry.
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Footnotes
Chapter -7 | o - e
1, On the matter of inter-regional vsriation in political
participation see Burke, Clarke and Leduc, "Federal and
Provincial Political Participation in Censds: Some
Methodological and Substantive Considerations™,_-Cansdian
Review of Sociology (Fall, 1978), 61-75.
o, On the inter-relatedness of region, religion and ethnicity
gee Kelbach and McVey, The Demographie Bases of -Canadisn
Soeiety (MecGraw-Hill, Toronto, TY, especielly pages 156-162
and I7§L180, and tables 6:5 and 7:4. -
3., Almond and Verba, Op.Cit., 182-183. C ‘ &
Tucas, Democracy and Participation (Hearmondsworth, Englend,
'1976), 9-10.
5. These correlations are obtained with the unweighted four-item
: additive efficscy index as the independent varizble. -
6. The relationship between the trust in men/optimism in the
. future measure and education is. as follows: ' '
Grade Sch. Sec. Sch. At lezst some
y grad. or less grad. or-less post-sec. schooling
Trusting -
Optimi.sticg/ 19.3 30.3 437
Mistrustin ) '
Unovtimistic - 80.8 63,7 56.3
| o N=681 N-1807 N=797
x2=103.85  df=2  X.001  Gamma=.33
7. WMzrtin Robin hes written extensively on the history, ooliticel
) culture and party system of BC. See, inter =2lis, Redicsl
Politiecs and Canadian Labgg;,~1880*1936 [1968Y; "The Social
Basis of Party Politics in British Columbia"™, fueenlts Ouerterl
21965 : The Rush for Spoils: The Compan Province - L8 1Ll-1033 ‘
1972) s PIIIars-of-PTo?I?:--TEe-Uompsny-Prov1nce T934=1972
(1973). .
8., Almond end Verba, Op.Cit.
9, P=ateman, QOp.Cit.
10. One who argues the thesis thet the norms of participetory

democracy have lower salience in Caneda then in, for example,

Americarr society is Robert Presthus. He vrites®n "...ambivalence
about personal efficacy snd merginal- degree of p litical interest

ig in pert = residue of both Empire Loyslist and] early

\/\
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Opinion Quarterly, (1954). -
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French-Canadian preferences for hiererchy ehd restricted
participation in political affairs.™ - Presthus goes on to
argue that this s2lleged deferential quality in the Canadian °
socio-political culture is one of the pre-conditions to

the successful operation of a system of elite accomodation
in Caneda. See Elite-Accomodation in Canadian-Pelitiecs
(Macmillan; Toronto, y €speclally chaptér en ed,
"The Canadian Political Culture", pp,.20-63. :

Rosenberg, "Some Determinents of Political Apathy", Public

L]
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i Appendix- A
The frequency distributions of the respective
efficacy measﬁreg are as follows. |
Perception of -the -Responsiveness of Government
Code. . Absolute Relative Adjusted Cumilative
- -freggency--freuuency-'freauencx frequeney .
-0.26 208 = 6.3% 6.9% 6.9%.
- =0.08 184 : 5.6 6.1 12.9
0.0 935 28.4 30.9 43.8
 0.18 295 9.0 9.8 53,6
" 0.25 64 2.0 2.1 55.7 . ‘
0.38 ’ 33 1-0 1-1 56.8 G
0.43. 199 6.0 - 6.6 63.3  N\_ -
0.51 174 . 5.3 5.7 69.1 - \
0.56 . - 18 . 1.2 1.3 T0.4 \\\
0-64 104 : 3.2 3-4 a1 73.8 ‘-\
0.69 228 6.9 7.5 81.3 .
e ] . .
0.82 42 1.3 1.4 82.7
0.89 34 1.0 1.1 83.9
1.07 - 232 7.1 TT - 91.5
1.15 17 2.4 2.6 94.1
1.33 179 ) 5.4 5.9 100.0
Missing e
cases 262 8.0. — 100.0
Total 3290 .. 100.0 100.0
™
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Subjective Citizen Competence )
Code Absolutq:Q Relative Adjusted Cumuletive
. " frequeney- frequency- - frequency-  frequeney
-0.25 104 ' 3.2% 3.4% - o 3.44
-0.23 ' T7 2.4 - 2.6 6.0
0.0 * 935 28.4 30.9 36.9
0.02 174 5.3 5.7 42.6
0.16 ' 42 1.3 1.4 44,0
0.18 179 5«4 5.9 49,9
0.41 - 295 9.0 9.8 59.7
. * 0-43 228 609 7-5 6:702
0.58 - 33 1.0 1.1 68.3
) 0.60 34 1.0 1.1 69.4
A 0.83 208 6.3 6.9 76.3
0.99 38 1.2 1.3 79.7
1.26 199 6.0 6.6 100.0
MiSSing
ceses/ 262 - 8.0 —_— 100.0
Total 3290 100.0 100.0

We wished to collapse categories of each of the respective
measures in order to obtain four categories of réughly'equai gize.
However, due to the distribution of resﬁonses the first difision
comes‘gf-a point causing the lowest efficaqy category to(iiqoﬁpass
36.9% and 43.8% of the sample respondents in the cese of subjective
citizen compefence end perception of the respons?veness'of
government,'reSpectively. The remzining velues were collepsed
in an effég%‘to achieve & rough equivalegze iﬁ N's geross the

other three categories of each of the efficacy measures.

\ .. ®
1
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