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Is Beauty in the Face of the Beholder?

Bruno Laeng'®, Oddrun Vermeer®, Unni Sulutvedt"
1Deparument of Paychology, Universt of Ok, Oso, Noway, 2 Deparmer of Pycholagy, Univessty of Tromso,Tromss, Norway

Abstract

Opposing forces influence assortative mating so that one seeks a similar mate while at the same time wo\dhg inbreeding
with close relatives. Thus, mate choice may be a balancing of phenatypic similarity and dissimilarity between partners. In
the present study, we assessed the role of resemblance to Selfs facial traits in judgments of physical attractiveness.
Panticipants chose the most attractive face image of their ramantic partner among several variants, where the faces were

morphed so as to indude only 22% of another face. Participants distinctly preferred a “Self-based morph” (ie. their
Parther'sface with a small amouet of Saf face lended o 1 o ather mmpmn mages The Self-based murph was also
preferred to the morph blended with the part rototype”, ter face was
Fobjectivel”)judged more atractive by other individuals. When ranking e dﬂemg in level of amalgmnnn lie,
119% vs. 22% vs. 33%) of anather face, the 22% was chosen consistently as the preferred morph and, in particular, when Seif
was blended in the partner's face. A forced-choice signal-detection paradigm showed that the effect of selfresemblance

Operted 3 an Unconscious s, ance the same pamidpants were nable to detect th presenceofthell on faces nthe
above morphs. We concluded that individuals, if given the opportunity, seek to pramote "positive assortment” for Seif
phenotype, especially when the level of similarity approaches an optimal point that is similar to Self without causing I
conscious acknowledgment of the similarity.
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There is no pigmentation in the iris. The iris pigment is brownish ¥
(melanin) and blue eyes have very low concentrations of it.
Longer wavelengths of light get absorbed underneath the iris, while shorter §
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Abstract The human eye color blue reflects a simple,  second study, a group of young adults (V=443) of both
predictable, and relisble genctic mechanism of inheritance,  sexes and different cye colors (bluc, brown, and grecn) R
Blue-eyed individuals represent a unique condition, as in  were asked to report the eye and hair color of their romantic BA(—RIDIXEOEEENESELIEHERESLS
their case there is always direct concordance between the  partners. Their responses indicated the presence of assorta- '
genotype and phenotype. On the other hand, heterozygous tive mating by eye color as well as, to a less degree, for hair

- color. Most i ly, blue-cyed male de el
en oo group i th lrgst peoportion of partes of s BLROBETFVROLEEZIFLEEALNS,
s eye color. These findings 1) indicate that blue-cyed men do
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Q Distribution of male participants [i.e., Self (M)] with blue,

brown, and green cyes and their female parters [i.c.. Partner (F)] with

Distribution of female participants [i.c., self (F)] with blue,
brown, and green eyes and their male parters [i.e., partner (M)] with
blue, brown, and green eyes

blue, brown, and green eyes

Observed frequencies for self (F), partner (M)
Observed frequencies for self (M), parter (F)

Blue (M) Brown (M)  Green (M)  Totals

Blue (F) Brown (F) Green (Fy Totals Blue (F) 82 28 12 122
Blue (M) -5 23 13 114
Brown (F) 31 25 s 61
Brown (M) 19 23 12 54
o Green (F) 33 12 i 6
Green (M) n 9 16 36
Totals 146 65 % 239
Totals 108 55 41 204 E ed val f If (F) M)
Expected values for self (M), partner (F) xpected yalues foeiscl(F); paduen (
Blue (F)  Brown (F)  Green(F)  Totals BlalM) Do) Gre() Yol

Bluc (M) 60353 30735 2912 114.000 Blue (F) 74.527 33.180 14.293 122.000
Brown (M)  28.588 14.559 10.853 54.000 Brown (F)  37.264 16.590 7.146 61.000
Breen (M) 19.059 9.706 7.235 36.000 Green (F) 34209 15.230 6.561 56.000
Totals 108.000 55000 41.000 204.000 Totals 146000  65.000 28.000 239.000
Post hoc cell contributions for self (M), partner (F) Post hoc cell contributions for self (F), partner (M)

F)  Brown (F)  Green (F) B Brown (M)  Green (M)
Blue M) € ) 2458 ~3.488 Ble (F) -1.506 -0923
Brown (M)  —3.049 3.019 0.454 Brown (F) 9 2.804 —0.9%
Green (M) -2.965 -0.292 4.017 Green (F) =079 ~1.109 2.108

From top to bottom: observed frequencies, expected values, and post
hoc cell contributions

From top to bottom: observed frequencies. expected values. and post
hoc cell contributions @
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