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In-situ boron isotopic analyses of tourmalines by LA-MC-ICPMS and its application to
provenance analyses: A case study for the Ailaoshan Belt
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Abstract: Boron isotope compositions of nature materials generally show large variations which can be used to
study nebula formation, crust and mantle interaction of the Earth, slab subduction process, sedimentary
environment discrimination, genesis of ore deposit, water environmental geochemistry and paleo-environmental
reconstruction of ocean. Tourmaline is the most important boron-bearing mineral, and ideal for boron isotope
analyses. In this study we utilized a Neptune Plus multi-collector ICPMS coupled with a RESOlution M-50
excimer laser ablation system to analyse boron isotope of tourmalines. The IAEA B4 standard tourmaline was used
as an external standard to calibrate instrument isotope fractionation. An in-house standard IMR RB1 was used as
an unknown sample to test the reliability of the method. Twenty-five spot analytical data obtained for IMR RBI1
yield a weighted mean of (-13.34+£0.20)%o (1o), which is well consistent with the previous result ((-12.96 +
0.49)%o0, 1o). The method was applied to the detrital tourmalines separated from the Silurian to Devonian
sedimentary samples collected from the Ailaoshan Belt. Our results show a remarkable difference in 6''B values

between samples collected from different sides of Paleo-Tethys suture. Detrital tourmalines from the Simao side

Y75 B 83 (Received): 2015-01-08; 2 [@ H #(Revised): 2015-03-12; %3 H #(Accepted): 2015-03-25

E&mB: (41173007); 135 (GIGCAS-135-Y234151001)

1EZ B (1989-), R E-mail: niexiaosong011087@163.com
* @£ & (Corresponding author): XIA Xiao-ping, E-mail: xpxia@gig.ac.cn; Tel: +86-20-85292137

Geochimica | Vol. 44 | No.5 | pp. 438449 | Sept., 2015



E5H FNRE: BERSAN LA-MC-ICPMS MiEMIRRMABX S REREXRER: URFLAEF G 439

are originated from a complicated source, whose ''B has peak values of —13%o ~ —18%., indicating affection of
nonmarine evaporates and metamorphic fluid or highly evolved magma. Meanwhile, detrital tourmalines from the
Yangtze side has ¢''B peak values of —13%o ~ —11%o, implying a relatively simple source and affection of fluid
from subduction slabs. These results indicate different provenances for the two sides of Paleo-Tethys suture in the
Silurian-Devonian, which are consistent with our previous detrital zircon U-Pb data.

Key words: LA-MC-ICPMS; boron isotope; detrital tourmaline; Ailaoshan Belt; Paleotethys
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Table 1  Analytical results of the tourmaline standard IMR RB1
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( 3
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BSE
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Table 2 LA-MC-ICPMS in-situ boron isotopic analyses of detrital tourmalines

3'"B (%o0) lo 3" B(%o) lo 3""B(%o) lo
CLX04-01 -13.12 0.53 CLX04-51 -13.89 0.54 CLX05-41 -4.13 0.65
CLX04-02 -17.41 0.54 CLX04-52 -12.02 0.55 CLX05-42 -8.08 0.55
CLX04-03 14.65 0.53 CLX04-53 -10.73 0.53 CLX05-43 —14.65 0.57
CLX04-04 -11.22 0.56 CLX04-54 -15.57 0.55 CLX05-44 -8.97 0.54
CLX04-05 -11.13 0.56 CLX04-55 -5.86 0.54 CLXO05-45 -3.73 0.55
CLX04-06 -12.63 0.53 CLX04-56 291 0.54 CLX05-46 -13.77 0.55
CLX04-07 -9.54 0.52 CLX04-57 -5.85 0.52 CLX05-47 -16.41 0.55
CLX04-08 -4.29 0.53 CLX04-58 -9.46 0.52 CLX05-48 -12.24 0.54
CLX04-09 -10.54 0.53 CLX04-59 —-11.41 0.53 CLXO05-49 -7.99 0.55
CLX04-10 -11.22 0.53 CLX04-60 -13.72 0.53 CLX05-50 —11.82 0.57
CLX04-11 -3.78 0.53 CLX05-01 -7.73 0.53 CLX05-51 -10.53 0.55
CLX04-12 -11.59 0.53 CLX05-02 -11.37 0.53 CLX05-52 -12.09 0.53
CLX04-13 —11.42 0.54 CLX05-03 -14.37 0.53 CLX05-53 -15.22 0.53
CLX04-14 -11.89 0.62 CLXO05-04 0.91 0.53 CLX05-54 -11.14 0.53
CLXO04-15 -9.30 0.55 CLX05-05 -12.28 0.53 CLXO05-55 -12.14 0.55
CLX04-16 -11.29 0.55 CLX05-06 —7.84 0.55 CLX05-56 -14.21 0.54
CLX04-17 -10.12 0.54 CLX05-07 -7.75 0.53 CLX19-01 -13.20 0.53
CLX04-18 -16.49 0.53 CLX05-08 -10.93 0.53 CLX19-02 —12.11 0.53
CLX04-19 -8.41 0.55 CLX05-09 -8.73 0.55 CLX19-03 —-12.43 0.53
CLX04-20 -6.94 0.56 CLX05-10 —4.75 0.53 CLX19-04 -10.63 0.54
CLX04-21 —-11.11 0.56 CLXO05-11 -13.10 0.54 CLX19-05 -13.30 0.53
CLX04-22 -11.13 0.56 CLXO05-12 -12.41 0.53 CLX19-06 -12.91 0.58
CLX04-23 -8.00 0.53 CLXO05-13 —1.45 0.54 CLX19-07 -13.70 0.57
CLX04-24 —6.60 0.54 CLXO05-14 -11.63 0.55 CLX19-08 —12.12 0.56
CLX04-25 -9.73 0.56 CLX05-15 -17.20 0.52 CLX19-09 —12.51 0.56
CLX04-26 -5.72 0.53 CLXO05-16 -8.04 0.53 CLX19-10 —11.87 0.54
CLX04-27 -15.20 0.55 CLX05-17 0.08 0.53 CLX19-11 -11.99 0.54
CLX04-28 -6.29 0.53 CLX05-18 —6.18 0.53 CLX19-12 -11.32 0.54
CLX04-29 -13.75 0.53 CLXO05-19 0.68 0.53 CLX19-13 -16.53 0.53
CLX04-30 -3.91 0.54 CLX05-20 —6.24 0.54 CLX19-14 -13.02 0.53
CLX04-31 —-8.80 0.54 CLX05-21 -10.42 0.55 CLX19-15 -16.27 0.53
CLX04-32 -8.19 0.53 CLX05-22 -10.62 0.55 CLX19-16 -12.86 0.54
CLX04-33 -11.66 0.56 CLX05-23 -10.52 0.58 CLX19-17 —12.84 0.54
CLX04-34 -7.18 0.53 CLX05-24 —6.94 0.57 CLX19-18 -4.01 0.55
CLX04-35 -11.92 0.56 CLX05-25 -3.79 0.54 CLX19-19 -12.95 0.55
CLX04-36 -12.08 0.57 CLX05-26 —4.72 0.56 CLX19-20 -12.03 0.54
CLX04-37 -11.20 0.54 CLX05-27 -11.47 0.54 CLX19-21 -8.75 0.56
CLX04-38 -15.70 0.53 CLX05-28 —-11.08 0.53 CLX19-22 -12.81 0.53
CLX04-39 -9.42 0.53 CLX05-29 -11.66 0.54 CLX19-23 —-13.56 0.53
CLX04-40 -9.91 0.55 CLX05-30 -11.63 0.55 CLX19-24 -11.70 0.55
CLX04-41 -9.30 0.54 CLX05-31 -12.78 0.60 CLX19-25 —10.64 0.56
CLX04-42 -9.08 0.53 CLX05-32 -2.74 0.55 CLX19-26 -12.20 0.55
CLX04-43 -12.69 0.52 CLX05-33 -12.66 0.59 CLX19-27 -13.46 0.56
CLX04-44 —-10.80 0.55 CLX05-34 -15.85 0.53 CLX19-28 -9.23 0.57
CLX04-45 -10.68 0.53 CLX05-35 -10.79 0.57 CLX19-29 -13.68 0.54
CLX04-46 -11.78 0.58 CLX05-36 -11.47 0.62 CLX19-30 -13.82 0.54
CLX04-47 -13.54 0.54 CLX05-37 -11.98 0.56 CLX19-31 —-14.06 0.54
CLX04-48 —13.44 0.53 CLX05-38 -0.36 0.55 CLX19-32 —13.18 0.56
CLX04-49 -11.63 0.55 CLX05-39 -9.19 0.54 CLX19-33 —11.44 0.53
CLX04-50 -14.01 0.58 CLX05-40 -11.08 0.53 CLX19-34 -12.70 0.53
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(#*k2)
5"'B (%o) lo 6''B(%o) lo 5'"B(%o) lo
CLX19-35 ~11.88 0.53 CLX55-28 ~17.63 0.58 CLX61-21 ~17.54 0.58
CLX19-36 ~12.99 0.54 CLX55-29 ~14.08 0.61 CLX61-22 ~17.87 0.53
CLX19-37 ~13.15 0.54 CLX55-30 ~14.29 0.58 CLX61-23 -8.33 0.54
CLX19-38 ~12.16 0.54 CLX55-31 ~14.77 0.57 CLX61-24 ~14.97 0.53
CLX19-39 -12.38 0.53 CLX55-32 -13.98 0.59 CLX61-25 -4.57 0.54
CLX19-40 -11.75 0.54 CLX55-33 ~19.64 2.83 CLX61-26 -11.08 0.54
CLX19-41 ~18.55 0.54 CLX55-34 —9.45 0.54 CLX61-27 ~11.29 0.54
CLX19-42 ~13.32 0.55 CLX55-35 ~16.88 0.74 CLX61-28 -12.51 0.53
CLX19-43 ~11.52 0.54 CLX55-36 ~19.32 0.60 CLX61-29 ~16.37 0.57
CLX19-44 ~11.91 0.55 CLX55-37 ~12.64 0.58 CLX61-30 -8.76 0.54
CLX19-45 ~12.79 0.55 CLX55-38 —9.84 0.64 CLX61-31 ~14.60 0.56
CLX19-46 ~11.11 0.58 CLX55-39 ~15.29 0.58 CLX61-32 -10.95 0.54
CLX19-47 -13.27 0.54 CLX55-40 -10.33 0.60 CLX61-33 -15.33 0.54
CLX19-48 -10.39 0.55 CLX55-41 —2.23 0.67 CLX61-34 -11.70 0.52
CLX19-49 -12.21 0.55 CLX55-42 ~18.67 0.57 CLX61-35 -15.21 0.53
CLX19-50 ~14.46 0.55 CLX55-43 ~11.09 0.69 CLX61-36 -16.25 0.54
CLX19-51 ~14.08 0.57 CLX55-44 4.16 0.59 CLX61-37 ~11.14 0.55
CLX19-52 ~12.51 0.55 CLX55-45 ~15.69 0.62 CLX61-38 ~12.35 0.55
CLX19-53 ~13.14 0.54 CLX55-46 237 0.81 CLX61-39 ~12.10 0.54
CLX19-54 ~14.20 0.55 CLX55-47 -6.52 0.55 CLX61-40 -15.12 0.53
CLX19-55 ~14.31 0.58 CLX55-48 -7.85 0.82 CLX61-41 -10.95 0.55
CLX19-56 -13.18 0.54 CLX55-49 -12.92 0.73 CLX61-42 —2.94 0.54
CLX19-57 ~12.30 0.55 CLX55-50 ~12.50 0.56 CLX61-43 ~14.82 0.56
CLX19-58 ~13.89 0.56 CLX55-51 —9.44 0.57 CLX61-44 -15.10 0.60
CLX19-59 ~12.05 0.55 CLX55-52 ~14.59 0.59 CLX61-45 ~15.30 0.54
CLX19-60 ~10.75 0.58 CLX55-53 ~7.90 0.61 CLX61-46 ~15.94 0.54
CLX55-01 -10.73 0.54 CLX55-54 -5.78 0.63 CLX61-47 1.20 0.57
CLX55-02 -9.62 0.54 CLX55-55 -6.98 0.58 CLX61-48 ~14.58 0.54
CLX55-03 —6.64 0.55 CLX55-56 -11.72 0.54 CLX61-49 -10.84 0.56
CLX55-04 -11.61 0.56 CLX55-57 -8.77 0.60 CLX61-50 -13.15 0.55
CLX55-05 ~18.05 0.56 CLX55-58 ~13.48 0.60 CLX61-51 ~13.02 0.54
CLX55-06 ~13.62 0.61 CLX55-59 —9.84 0.57 CLX61-52 ~12.99 0.55
CLX55-07 ~18.37 0.56 CLX55-60 -8.03 0.58 CLX61-53 ~17.55 0.52
CLX55-08 -11.77 0.60 CLX61-01 ~10.18 0.52 CLX61-54 ~11.56 0.54
CLX55-09 -8.95 0.56 CLX61-02 -12.45 0.53 CLX61-55 ~20.04 0.52
CLX55-10 ~11.54 0.59 CLX61-03 ~12.84 0.51 CLX61-56 ~12.54 0.52
CLX55-11 ~13.38 0.62 CLX61-04 -10.35 0.52 CLX61-57 ~12.55 0.53
CLX55-12 -10.33 0.58 CLX61-05 ~16.89 0.53 CLX61-58 ~14.26 0.54
CLX55-13 -13.56 0.57 CLX61-06 -14.13 0.55 CLX61-59 ~13.25 0.52
CLX55-14 -17.77 0.57 CLX61-07 -12.36 0.53 CLX61-60 ~10.40 0.53
CLX55-15 -1.28 0.56 CLX61-08 -16.62 0.54 CLX63-01 -16.09 0.53
CLX55-16 ~12.42 0.61 CLX61-09 ~19.30 0.55 CLX63-02 -13.71 0.53
CLX55-17 -3.55 0.56 CLX61-10 -10.97 0.52 CLX63-03 -16.35 0.53
CLX55-18 ~13.67 0.56 CLX61-11 ~7.66 0.54 CLX63-04 8.73 0.54
CLX55-19 2.50 0.56 CLX61-12 -18.78 0.54 CLX63-05 -10.46 0.53
CLX55-20 -17.26 0.55 CLX61-13 -16.67 0.53 CLX63-06 -12.93 0.54
CLX55-21 ~15.56 0.58 CLX61-14 ~16.88 0.53 CLX63-07 ~14.90 0.55
CLX55-22 ~12.61 0.58 CLX61-15 ~10.07 0.55 CLX63-08 -8.95 0.53
CLX55-23 -16.96 0.57 CLX61-16 9.09 0.55 CLX63-09 -12.91 0.65
CLX55-24 -11.05 0.56 CLX61-17 -9.58 0.57 CLX63-10 0.30 0.54
CLX55-25 —14.54 0.56 CLX61-18 ~14.34 0.53 CLX63-11 ~14.09 0.53
CLX55-26 1.85 0.56 CLX61-19 -14.15 0.53 CLX63-12 -16.99 0.53
CLX55-27 -11.16 0.58 CLX61-20 -8.74 0.55 CLX63-13 -13.32 0.52
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(8% 2)
"B (%o) lo 5'"B(%o) lo 5""B(%o0) lo
CLX63-14 -12.15 0.53 CLX63-30 -19.72 0.54 CLX63-46 -21.08 0.53
CLX63-15 “17.71 0.54 CLX63-31 ~16.46 0.54 CLX63-47 ~14.68  0.53
CLX63-16 “11.13 0.57 CLX63-32 ~14.66 0.55 CLX63-48 248 0.56
CLX63-17 -13.89 0.54 CLX63-33 —-13.34 0.54 CLX63-49 -7.49 0.53
CLX63-18 -16.41 0.53 CLX63-34 —14.47 0.57 CLX63-50 -13.61 0.53
CLX63-19 ~11.89 0.54 CLX63-35 ~13.35 0.52 CLX63-51 Z18.03  0.54
CLX63-20 -9.37 0.54 CLX63-36 —-11.00 0.54 CLX63-52 -14.10 0.52
CLX63-21 2491 0.55 CLX63-37 —-17.18 0.52 CLX63-53 —14.00 0.53
CLX63-22 “13.13 0.53 CLX63-38 ~12.77 0.52 CLX63-54 “1931  0.53
CLX63-23 ~11.84 0.53 CLX63-39 ~13.28 0.52 CLX63-55 1654 0.53
CLX63-24 —14.55 0.55 CLX63-40 -8.44 0.55 CLX63-56 -15.78 0.52
CLX63-25 -8.01 0.53 CLX63-41 -13.93 0.54 CLX63-57 -12.60 0.53
CLX63-26 -8.74 0.59 CLX63-42 ~6.62 0.53 CLX63-58 885  0.52
CLX63-27 -17.30 0.58 CLX63-43 -12.71 0.55 CLX63-59 —14.84 0.53
CLX63-28 -9.29 0.54 CLX63-44 —-13.52 0.52 CLX63-60 -12.02 0.53
CLX63-29 “12.22 0.53 CLX63-45 ~9.49 0.52
20 (a) B/IT-H%F CLX63 D, 200 (g 113s Kk cLX04 D,
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