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A Discussion of the Introduction of Social Systems Theories to Social Welfare
Research in Japan

Kimiyo Terada
Abstract

In the social welfare domain, systems theories have been actively introduced into the
core of social work research, also helping to accomplish theoretical developments in social
welfare research in Japan. However, such systems theories often refer to general system
theories, and domestic research reliant on social systems theories has been extremely
limited. Although it must be said that social systems theories have not penetrated the
field much compared with general systems theories to date, the significance of their
introduction has been advocated for over 30 years in Japanese social welfare research,
with its importance continuing to be pointed out by several commentators to present.

To this end, this manuscript aims to synthesize the ways that social systems theories
have been injected into research on Japanese social welfare, and to organize the
accumulation of research that incorporates knowledge related to them. Social systems
theories adopted by preceding studies can be broadly divided into the social systems
theory of Parsons and new systems theories (represented by the social systems theory of
Luhmann), and they possess individual, unique genealogies: we differentiate then sort
them accordingly in this manuscript. Our results make it clear that social systems theories
include much knowledge that can be plentifully referenced when applied to the context of
social welfare in Japan, and evaluate their validity and potential for use as high. However,
theoretical limitations are also identified; when considering such introductions, we note
that it is necessary to make use of social welfare research when considering such
introductions, sufficiently and carefully scrutinize them by consulting the wide body of
knowledge accumulated to present, which includes neighboring fields, and to make use of
this knowledge in social welfare research.
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