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The Effects of Tutorial Education using PBL
— Focusing on its relation to Communication Skills—

Akemi Abe, Yayoi Kurihara, Yumiko Matsui, Naoki Takahashi

Abstract

The objective of this study is to ascertain the effects of PBL tutorial education program
with respect to the relation between heuristic learning ability and communication skill
(social skill). The research subjects are university nursing students, 88 freshmen and 87
sophomores. These subjects answered a questionnaire, comprised of 30 items from study-
evaluation scales developed by MG. Laduceur, et al, and 18 items from social skill measures
KiSS-18 developed by Kikuchi. The result was that, among the three sub-scales of the study-
evaluation scales, “group-study skill” was the highest for both the freshmen and the
sophomores. With respect to the relation between study-evaluation scales and social skill, it
was revealed that students with higher communication skills tended to have higher
heuristic study ability. The results suggested, therefore, that acquisition of communication
skills contributed to the development of heuristic study ability.
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