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Abstract: Tao Yuan-ming (c.365-427), a Chinese poet and regarded by modern
critics as themost important of his period, in his own time, was said to be and
has generally been believed ever since to be a recluse or hermit far from the
“madding crowd”. In his actual life, however, he was most likely an ordinary
man, who yearned fora beautiful woman at around age thirty, after his first wife
died (The Song of a Graceful Love), loved home-life and liquor (My Sons; Autumn
in the Countryside), and grumbled in his old age about unachieved ambitions and
the frustrations he once felt in his youth (Twelve Miscellaneous Poems; Nine
poems in the Old Style: No 8). He candidly expressed all those human feelings in
his poems. By taking him for an ordinary man, rather than just a poet lacking

such mundane interests one can get a better appreciation of some of his poems.
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Twelve Miscellaneous Poems: No.5 Tao Yuan-ming

I recall the days of my youth,
I lived contentedly without any particular enjoyment.
My passion extended to the four seas,
[ aspired to soar far on my wings.
The years went by and then,
My will slowly faded away.
In mirthful sprees I found no pleasure,
Encumbered by a heavy heart day by day.
My strength of will declined,
Day by day I realized it was not the same,
Time shot like a boat through a narrow gorge

pulling me unrelentingly toward decrepitude.
I do not know how my years are numbered,
Nor the harbor for my anchorage.
The ancients never slighted even a minute,

Thinking of this makes one tremble.

Nine Poems in the Old Style: No.8
Strict and vigorous I was in my youth,
A sword I held, travelling alone about the country.
It was not an excursion but rather an expedition
from the western to the eastern end of the world.
Satiating my hunger with the roots and barks of wild plants,
Appeasing my thirst with river-water.
I saw no like-minded people,
Except the ancient hillocks.
Two burial mounds I saw by the roadside,
Where great men lay buried, faithful to their late friends.
For such noble spirits so rare, then,

What did I pursue on this long journey ?
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SRFFIE RN R ER A Grumbling with Age
KEW HE Heaven is the infinite existence, being hard to difine,
SRHTERR AR And the Spirits impalpable and misty, too.
Wwe43EE 1 cherished doing good deeds from my youth,
B E For fifty odd years I have endeavored to do so.
g HRE Evil days broke out in my twenties,
HEFEHIE  And I was bereaved of my better falf at thirty.
P KB The long drought scorched the ground again and again,
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IEgZME  Vermin swarmed in the fields.

FEFIHIME  Sometimes, the wind blew hard and it rained heavily,
IX@AE&E  The harvest failed.

EHES.  On summer days I suffered from hunger,

IR On winter nights I slept without coverlets.

%4 MBI In my blind hunger, I awaited the cockcrow in the evening,

REME2ZE  And the sunset in the morning.

TECATEER For all these retributions I curse not Heaven but myself,
BEEHE]  For such evil days I am disgusted with myself.

Wt 5 % Ah! Not for me, is fame after death,

RIS to me like floating smoke in the sky.
B IEIC 1 recite alone the grievous elegy,

SEEIE AT Only you share these feelings of mine.
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'Y My Sons
HS2 4 T 52 White hair hangs over my temples,
UB AREE My skin is wrinkled.
WETHEIE Though I have five sons,
TGRS None have taken to paper and pen.
f&y LA A-Shu is sixteen,
T i T He is conspicuously lazy.
P EATE A-Xuan is close to fifteen,
AN E SCAT And he, too, dislikes composing.
EmET= Yong and Duan are. thirteen,
- AN They can’t tell six from seven.
L%ﬁﬁﬁ“‘ Little Tong (Dong) is nearing nine,
B AL L o He always clamours for pears and nuts.
RER U ~ If this be my destined lot,
HIEW PR I might as well take a drink of wine.
* BT (Tong—zi) : & (Dong, Wade £tk T'ong) O, &b o IE—~FT, BEEOAR,
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B 2 B 2 Autumn in the Countryside

EmEANA Living remote from others, few come.

B U Sometimes I am not aware of the round of seasons.

WELHRE Finding withered, fallen leaves in the village,

BERE AL I realize the advance of autumn.

FrEEBILR The sun-flowers packed with seeds cast shadows on the north windows,
FEARE R And ripe ears of rice nod in the south fields.
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AR If T miss this best of seasons,

A REA Who knows about the next or not ?
REEER My wife, get the little children,

B H B Let’s stroll around the hills this sunny day.
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The Song of a Graceful Love Tao Yuan-ming
Once Zhang Heng wrote “The Song of the Achievement of Love” and Cai Yong fol-
lowed with “Quiet Love”. Both of them retained their indecent diction and made
candour a principle of their styles. They opened with a display of unfettered and

extravagant passions but finally attained neat and refined lines. Eventually it seems
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to be that they tried to curb wicked desires and fast living and tried to be helpful

by admonishing in a roundabout way.

The following writers successively referred to this subject. Since I had a lot of leisure

hours in my country life, I composed this sort of lyric poetry. I am not capable of

such rhetorical flourishes and hope that I may not be misled about the intentions of

the former writers.

TR 2 4% How beautiful you are
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with no equal in the world!
Your glance captures a king’s city.
To the whole kingdom I will applaud your virtue.
Your purity is like jade
And more aromatic than the orchids of the valley.
Your feelings are weak toward mundane affairs,

Your elegance rises above the clouds.

It is only too true,

The morning light does soon fade to the twilight,
And how long the torments of our lives go on !
Since our days are numbered within a hundred years,

Why are joys so few and agonies so heavy ?

Drawing the vermilion curtains, you sit upright,
Playing the harp, you amuse yourself.

Your slender fingers make a sweet melody rare to the ear,
Your bright sleeves flutter like falling flowers.
You glance askance with your enchanting eyes,
You inscrutably smile.

When the tune is just half done,

The evening sun sinks below the western eaves.
Autumn winds strikes the grove,

White clouds snuggle up to the mountains.
Gazing for a while at the empty sky, then,

Your eyes fall to your harp and you play on.
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PEHETR How bewitching you are,

Ok FEE How elegant!

BiEELUKS  The sweet tones of your harp move me,

FEEELAE 1 long to talk with you,

HEFELUEZ  To step forward and swear my love,

Bk A% But wait for fear of offending.

FEE\BLI3EE.  As the ancients, I should find a phoenix, a herald,

B N2 F  Worried that others might propose to you.

ElEKmEE My thoughts about you, the tumult within me makes me uneasy.

YEHRMIE My soul trembles swiftly at the moment.

BATEA T A58 I wish I were the lapel of your robe.

REY 2 E I would smell the fragrance of your hair.

ARERAE Y T But when you retire, you disrobe yourself of sheer silk.
ikt 2 A9 I resent a long autumn night.

BRAE M Ay I wish I were the sash of your skirt,

S K a2 I would clasp your slender waist in my tight embrace.
BEEFEZESA  Too bad clothing depends on the season!

BRI AREE  You change without a second thought.

FETESZ T A I wish [ were the shine on your hair.

W% AEE 1 would comb your raven locks over your shoulders.
JEfE AZEBIK  But beauties wash themselves so often,
#HAKLAERT  The shine on their hair would be washed away.

FEfEIET A% 1 wish I were a paint brush to shape your eyebrows,
WEBEE LIRS With your eyes I would gently rise and fall.
Efem st You take delight in always being lovely,

AR AER  Removing the color, you reapply your makeup.

FRAEZEM AR I wish I were a cattail mat on your bed.
L59TEN =4  So you could lie down calmly on me through the hot season.
BXHEZAM  Getting cooler, the mat of tiger skin would take my place,
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I have to wait for a year to serve you.

I wish I were silk thread to make your shoes.
I would cover your bare feet and walk with you,
But your daily movement is limited,

I would be useless beneath your bed.

I wish I were your shadow.
I would accompany you anywhere in the sunlight.
The tall trees cast a deep shade;

I can not go with you everywhere.

1 wish 1 were a candle to light your way.
I could light your face in a big room.
The moment. the brilliant sun rises,

My light vanishes,

I wish I were a bamboo handle of a fan.
You would hold me pliantly to cool yourself.
When the autumn dew falls in the morning,

I have to leave you turning back to your clothes.

I wish I were a lute of Paulownia wood.

I would sit cozily upon your knee, playing a melody.

But heights of joy turn to deepest lament,

My music brought to a halt in time and the lute pushed aside.

None of my wishes are fulfilled,

And sorrow pierces my heart.

Always worrying about it, I can not find anyone to listen.
I wander aimlessly in the southern groves.

The dew on the petals of magnolia relieves my anguish,

I tuck myself away in the shade of the pines.

Supposing in my wandering, 1 could meet you again,
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Joy and awe of you contend in my heart.

My love is not returned, having no chance to see you.
Seeking you with impatient thought, I am alone.
Holding my robe up slighty, I turn my steps homeward,
And draw a deep breath at watching the setting sun.

I plod along without caring where I go,

My face stained with tears.

The leaves fall one after another,
The air turns cold.
The sun sinks with its light and the shadows mixed.

The moon casts a beam of light into the clouds.

A solitary bird calls sorrowfully, mournfully on its way home

The beasts do not want to return.

While youthful I lament the twilight of my life,

And bewalil its short span.

I would follow you just in my dreams.
But my spirit is not quiet;
I am floating in an oarless boat,

Or climbing a cliff with no footholds.

Through the window, the stars glitter in clusters;
The north wind rises.

I toss in bed all night with eyes wide open,

And fanciful thoughts crowd my mind.

Sash in hand, I rise early;

The stone steps are covered with frost.

The sleeping cocks do not crow.

I hear a flute in the distance.
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B LIBEF] It begins legato, tenderly and gently,

M E ST M Followed by staccato, loud and resonant.

BERAZEZ  You might be calling me with such a tune,

FEATELIXIE And you might send me a message on the clouds.
TEHMMESE  But the clouds pass without any word;

B HMt®  Time flies swiftly.

#EEELIE4E 1 am so unhappy.

#EHILT @A There are mountains and rivers between us!

HiERLIESR The breeze may blow my regrets away,

FIIER I I shall wash away my passions with the waves returning East.
LTEEZAEE I reject ancient poems of secret meetings,

SRELRE 2 BR T Preferring to sing the polite ballads of ancient Zhao-nan.
HERELEHK  Admitting my foolish dreams,

HLZIER VR

I let my ambition vanish like the mist.
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An Introduction to the Poem of Farewell at my Departure for Home

My family was poor and the farm crops did not allow for self-sufficiency. There
were many children in my home, and the grain was scarcely enough. I was unable to
find any means to make a living. My friends and relatives advised me to become a
public official. Resolutely, I ventured to find such a post but it was very hard to
find assistance.

Then, turmoil reigned in the country and the magistrates of the provineces opened
the offices to new talents. Through the influence of my uncle who felt sympathy for
my hardships of poverty, | was appointed as a county-magistrate of a small district.
Those days things were still in confusion, and I hesitated to take a position far away.
The district of Pengze was about 50km from my home. The crops from my stippend
field seemed to yield enough for brewing my wine. Therefore, I accepted this post.

But very soon after my arrival [ thought of giving up my office and going home.
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Why? My inherent character was natural and candid, and I never had the will to
falsify and forge against the facts. Although at that time hunger and cold urgently
pressed upon me, the actions against my own better judgement aggravated my
distress bodily and mentally. My previous official position involved duties only for
my own keep. Thereupon, having felt disappointment and displeasure,] was deeply
ashamed of myself for going against my normal tendency. Yet, I would wait for one
year until the first harvest and then equip myself in a hurry to return home under
the cover of darkness.

Since my sister suddenly died, I could not but rush to her burial. Without delay I
resigned my office. I had already stayed in the county-office for eighty odd days from
the middle of autumn to winter. The circumstances accorded with my hopes. I wrote

the following poem entitled,“Farewell at my Departure for Home.”

ke On, my return home!
FH B 1 28 A A B My field will be desolate,
Why not go back home?

BB LLLABTEH I have enslaved my heart to my body,

EXEL IR Why should I languish and grieve alone?

TBEEHEZAER Regret of things in the past can not mend matters now,
HREZ VB The future depends on what one does now.

EHEH R I have gone astray on the path of life but not so very far,
B A RMEIE Now, I realize [ am right but I was wrong.

FladiE LU My boat tosses up and down,

il el The wind whistles and blows my clothes about.

RHAE SR LART I I inquire of a boatman how far it is to my hometown;
‘lﬁh%ﬁ'fzz,%?ﬁi Regretfully, the dawning light is too hazy to see with.

il i1 e It is not long before I see the roofs of my gate and my house,
Bk ER A Overjoyed, I jump down off the boat.

fEREHT The servants joyfully welcome me,

i My children wait at the gate.

=R Glancing over the garden, I see the paths are desolate,

DAL SF L e The pines and chrysanthemums are as they were.

WA E Taking my young children along into my room,
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I find the urn full of wine.
With a bottle and goblet [ pour and drink some by myself;
Looking at the shapely trees in the garden,

my face broadens to a smile,
I lean on the southern windowsill and get comfortable,
Keenly realizing my home gives me contentment

even though it is very small.
The garden becomes more venerable and stately day by day,
Though the gate always stands closed for lack of visitors.
I wander with a cane and pause at my pleasure,
Looking up on occasion, I sweep the distance.
The clouds come out undesignedly

from behind the mountain peaks,
As birds are tired on the wing and fly home to roost.
While the sun is getting low and it becomes rather dark,

[ gently rub the lonely, lanky pine as I stop to loiter.

Oh, my return home!

I renounce social conventions.

Since 1 can not get along with the general public

Why should I seek public service again?

I can delight in the heartwarming talks with my kinsmen,
And luxuriate in playing the lute and reading books.

A farmer drops in to tell me spring is just around the corner,
In the western fields it is about the season for farm work.
At times I order a carriage ready,

And at others punt to the paddyfields.

I enter far and deep gorges,

Or go beyoud the craggy hills.

The trees are fresh and vivid and about to bloom,

And fountains bubble up and- brooks begin to flow.

All objects under the sun delight in their good season,

While 1T feel my life coming to its rest.
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CRT Ah! It cannot be helped!
B FE R How long can life last?
BAEMEEY Why not leave the heart to take its own natural course?

HAETEEEMZ  Why be in such a hurry to get somewhere?

BHIERH [ do not wish to rise to wealth and honour,
TR A Nor aspire to the immortal world.

1% B R DI When it is bright, I walk around alone,

BB MR Or cultivate a field, with my cane aside.
BRI ETE Or climb an eastern hillock, whistling leisurely,
B T B A Or compose a verse by a clear stream;

Wi sk LA G & Thus [ leave the heart to take its natural course

and wait for the end of life.
#ER B If T accept what providence decrees,

I will not worry about my fate.
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WCHR L 720 HEOWEIF &1 [PE] R T2L00EELORRTH 5720 THA )

FHLEFIET—ANE, BE—YWOCEME % - EHILEXEZ, 11EOR, BEFEE0
HECHFERL, BREZ 2, hodFWrEEliE, BoBvHoAMILInE SR
Th, MOVFEHOHBEOLBEIEARFILL THEILELESOBRCALEEAHIT 2O T
BHB e FEWLTHF— AL, BTFELEEBL, REETL, HOTIRBRAR
BARICBEERY, b FHAZ YL, FHOEDLY BICE, TOEPLKELHE-
TE)Y. Zof, KIFCHZ, £ BE A, SROTHM T2 L0 )80 EL OEFERE
EEBLEC, RICLoToEE (78] oMEE, MEHEOER L ZRETH S, HITHD
MBELECEEP AN RV, HERLES (LIS, HhEE T4£] OFSEEITVWED
ThHrAI e [BHVTHERDLLENNEOZIENT], [BEKROITELRDL5B20%K
Fl, [BANEdHsTLABRRATETLL] .

MR THEPOIIERNEDLEDTLNE L) THAN, HEED) X162 +5108
BEHRAEANLZTIFSVEHITETHA ), ARTHE, EFHFIFE0L) 2Ho) XAtz
ABBRVELTY, E—RICARLL I, EECTRLZEVEITAFRE L TOREIZL
LEEEORT, WHOLAOEENP LETWETH 720 TEHEVHEE R D, KO
H & 1E 720,
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E S

EEEFERIZ L ) HEREY, IBMECOWT, FROMUYE, HEHEHEC 2, hEAOHE
18, [REFICOWT, E#EREL2LCICFERAL VEEERICED C, ARRLHBEETEN 2, L

PHLEHETBRL LTS,
X ®
1) EMER - IEHRF  MHAL%. a) k%, b) T& BEENE, 1990,
2) B MIMEA(E, l-a), ppl226 ,
3)  HIIERER - MURPAE, A, 1989,
4) B, KK, Alexander : LT : HFFERORA, ANEE, 3, 59-68, 1989,
5) M3, XK, Alexander, B4 1 [ERFOF] KL  EiFOIER, R, 4, 25748, 1990,
6) FRZE, BBOEE - MERER  WRH, SEEE, 1966,
7) AR EFEOT T, 1-a) , pp257-263.
8) ARE, MPVFHRER  MTEOFRAB L ULELESL L HOME, 1927, HREFEHE, ppl63-190,
B ENE, 1981,
9) FIHERFE : A — AL ER. 1-b), pp253-275,
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16) KIIEK OB OITE K, ElpEEE, 1988,
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Bl =

i
%

R IEER DM
B FAREREROMERERE, UTO2HE2EATERS,

P2 28 % Autumn in the Countryside

[EEE A ] [88/5 ] 3living remote TH 5 7%, remote & \» ) A X, MdkHE
# & X remote from... LFEHE L 2 AL from DBICFEL R VWERERLER L 5,
%9 T hiE, living in a remote place X HIRMAFEICT 2 LENH S, FOEKTIL,
responsible % & &\ T\ %, a responsible man; the man is responsible for the work.
EWVo/-BETH B, |

[iEsREMEK ] [ESRAN] 13, realize 1FECTTERAZLDHEL, bAAICI I L
EFFEROAREAP»CERL TV IRFOFFEL L THIS LTV 5 COLLINS COBUILD
ENGLISH LANGUAGE DICTONARY (LLFCOBUILD & B&EE 3 %) i, If you realize a
particular fact, you understand or become aware of it, either by thinking about it
and connecting together the information you have, or a result of discovering new
information. & realize AL T\ 5%, FREFHIITO Finding L HEL ¢, [HERA] L)
WL EDPZRVEZTVAE LR 2BSROEFROBFICBVTEI L A L OBEEHEFRNO
E#ICCOBUILD2 2 L TV A2 EBHIZ, AWM ZoFENRFOSOTL» dERFD
TRICEKODANEMILBHEBL T 205 TH5E, B2 1T realize DHF I, Webster K
F#rdt (Third International) X, Stz # &4 TH 1058, Oxford K#FF# (OED) 12193
EHLTwa 0oL, COBUILDH, 26fE%2FTC TV 5,

[FEegdh] 3B, 6 IR S RzmEZEE W) ERZ: 5 newly-planted sunflowers
THBHH, BICHLCHEET 5 L3O E»oZE 2B, I TRIHAOH LEHL 72k
THEVG S IEWICH - M EETHA ), TOERFIEZ HEEL L Tseedy &\ 5 #7257
H5HD, THEBIZITENRE S TERLNEWE D Zorange R EIZDOW TSI SEETH Y,
Ly2dZofED T FNT, BEILseedy i shabby, decayed 2 XD EBK% £ L low class
DB EH R 2ETH D, RABOSEFTHE 22V TORI LB S 2w, COBUILD
2, TOBERLZERL T, LzdTo Tseedy D4 1) 12 packed with seeds ¥ 7213 full
of seeds LS B 2B/ H v,

[5FAE%]  unless I enjoy myself now DEBRTH 2 75%, BIE#AD Tif | miss
this best of seasons & L 72, miss i& fail to enjoy or take advantage of DERTH 5,

[ 50 KA (401 & [FRa] oFKRTH %25, Who knows &\ 9 SGEEIFREE F -
Tno one knows DER*Fb L7z, [##E] i next year TH 5 2%, HiATOD this best of
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seasons % 54} Cthe next & L 7z,

[@%=%25% | The Poem of Farewell at my Departure for Home .

[adke®E] o [#] Cuh i 28EELFLTL L v, k) RN TBREFL 72,
valedictory (=farewell speech) #%5ET M I2ZH% > 72, Webster’'s New World & especially
at a graduation CHHR L TWVWAH LI, ZOBIIREERDA A —VUMNFEEI LI
THAAIIZTRA L 2 22 » 72, salutatory & W IFEL H LAY, ToOFEG LAMDOEE S
ERTZ20THEHE 2V, BEEKT & o> TFEJLIC poem & L7z,

[BLB LU AR [(»] # heart, mind, spirit, soul ® & DFEIZRTH» %D 5 DI
LFLIBEZ T2, WINOFEOERE bFFMICEATV A0 5REIC L > TRET 5
LA, —fZA9IC heart DR IEO S 50 & 2 2 CHEMEE L 587, —7 mind i
RIS o THDE AT L ShTwb, L72d%5 T [W] i, heart & WA E % 2 857t
HORKEVWEFZAH, Z22Th, heart #ffio T, I have enslaved my heart to my body.
EERL 72, COBUILD @ heart ®5%E# L, the place where your deepest and strongest feel-
ings and emotions arek 72> T\ 5,

[FHEEDEE]  fEATHES, RIS, H2VIEEIREGICIEN L ST %, RFBETEZTR TR
The ship pitched “rolled,rocked. ¥ Fh {75, KRED L HIZHIZEEN S Z &1L, The ship
tossed like a cork. &\ 5, M, FEFLVIERIZL 2, @EEL VI E»PCHIANHEE
<R Lbh, TITREMTCERTENLIERLEAL

MEE bz 2] (B2 EM] 13, the dawning light is too hazy to see through
ERRL 72w, HEORETIE, BOLTL2RBILso THESAZZY, L) &) itz
Tto see through T7% < to see with & L7z,

[EHBLDEER] JRJIEES LRIz T, AE4%H % £5E1272 T CI appreciate
the garden more day by day.t % %25, HFOFBEHDICENTEEN % O T the garden %
FRBICL CEFOBE IRz, [H#] 13, becomes elegant, tasteful & 2 5N 5 75,
Z I TRRREWE LAY 5 D T becomes venerable and stately & L7z, H7%&IZCOBUILD
‘Li, stately % impressive because it looks very graceful and dignified ¥ EFL T\ 5,

[RiBiEMER | [RBIE] 13, RokdbrasbrabifintBaEsEb LTS, L
7275 - T fountains trickle & L 72\ 7%, 3&EE Tt fountains id bubble up 32 b D L2 3
DT, And fountains bubble up and brooks begin to flow. & L 77, a murmuring brook
& %, The brook murmured under the ice. (Webster’s Third International) & \»9 KR
E, BRI 500 TH Y, BIZIEIHIEAOREMERICL, £H1OFEHRIC [SThoi, &
HE5H &I E ¢ the murmur of a brook /MO X6 3 LN BT, LHFHL TV 59, [F
FEORBELEV)EFMIZRECRALEEL Lo TS murmur & [ &5 35 | i, KEMIC
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B LAMBRLZSETH L I LIEELRITRIER S 2,

BEL CHAGE T, HTOHEERE (REEINO—FOFRIIOVTIHIEESAHI L
THb) BHIOHHFCEE2FO, [$685] [FXF 5232 [T535] 2L
FOUHITH D, —F murmur &, FRONAL )%, FELEEE2HT S, AEREET
BRWHFREICRAE X 249 % onomatopoeic %512, mumble, munch, mutter % &%
5, moan, mourn 2 &L MELEX 2O LW EKRTIR, MUMEIIWATEIVWTH A
9o HFHED— AKelley I2& - Tid, murmur & WIHETETERT 20 LEOMET S AR
ADHEDYIRHIR L V) FETH S, murmur 7 gentle complaint DEBRTHEZ 20 b, T
LERNRGBEDI:DTH S S, BEETIL, HEFEOTTORRES L3O, EFEOSO
F (Wh W 2 hissing and hushing sounds) T 54 /v bR LEE, FFLL20WE
BRE D Z L A%\, screech, scroop, scutch, simper, slump, smash, sniff, snore, snort,
squeal % & ZF D FIZ L\,

[T HA | [ SMUAOFELEZATHEA, WAEEBCHRIAT LI L0
DERIZHITH VDT, NEFRFEOADELHF L% 2 the immortal world & L7z,

ESTI0LEX- [ Ky ] providence, COBUILD iZ X #1if an external force, for
example a god, which is believed by some people to arrange our lives and the things
that happen to us. L7275 T, providence 1:ECH BWVWTHAH A5, BEWREZWHMEIZL, If
I accept £ DEN Y % LY B § 572812 what providence decrees & L 72, Providence &
capitalize ¥ AL F Y X MOMEERD T,

FEFEOREF 2OV TRMHBOMET, KR T [WBRE] [RFxkeh ORFEILERT
HBTETH 5B,

T3 FE 1 A2IHZHE
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