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Abstract

When the asset market is incomplete, competitive equilibria are constrained suboptimal,
which provides scope for Pareto improving interventions. Price regulation can be such a
Pareto improving policy, even when the welfare effects of rationing are taken into account.
An appealing aspect of price regulation is that it operates anonymously on market variables.
The welfare analysis of price regulation calls for an extension of the equilibrium theory of
incomplete markets to fix-price equilibria.

Fix-price equilibria exist under standard assumptions. There are robust examples,
however, for which at regulated prices close to competitive prices, there are no fix-price
equilibria close to competitive equilibria. We provide necessary and sufficient conditions
for the local uniqueness of fix-price equilibria, and show that under these conditions Pareto
improving price regulation is generically possible.
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1 Introduction

One of the major accomplishments of economic theory is a rigorous proof of the Pareto
optimality of competitive equilibrium allocations. A crucial assumption to get such a re-
sult is that asset markets are complete. When the asset market is incomplete, competitive
equilibrium allocations generically fail to satisfy the criterion of Pareto optimality. Com-
pleting the asset markets does not necessarily lead to Pareto improvements. Financial
innovation may lead to a Pareto deterioration as is shown by the example of Hart (1975).
Conditions for Pareto improving financial innovation to be possible are rather restrictive,
see Elul (1995), Hara (1997), and Cass and Citanna (1998).

When the asset market is incomplete, competitive equilibrium allocations are gener-
ically not even constrained suboptimal, a criterion of optimality that recognizes the in-
completeness of the asset market. As has been shown in Geanakoplos and Polemarchakis
(1986), there exist reallocations of asset portfolios that yield Pareto improvements in wel-
fare after prices in spot commodity markets adjust to attain equilibrium.

The failure of constrained optimality casts doubt on the desirability of non-intervention
with competitive markets, such as the laissez faire policy in international trade. Never-
theless, the empirical content of portfolio reallocation is rather meager. Apart from infor-
mational requirements, the heterogeneity of individuals and the requirement of anonymity
may interfere with improving interventions, see also Citanna, Kajii and Villanacci (1998)
and Kajii (1994).

In this paper we investigate an alternative to the reallocation of asset portfolios, the
direct regulation of prices in spot commodity markets. An intervention in spot market
prices is not an intervention in individual choice variables but in market variables. As
such it satisfies the requirement of anonymity. Interventions in the price mechanism are
frequently observed. Nguyen and Whalley (1986) make the same observation, stating
“Price controls have been employed by governments all over the world, during war and
peace, in response to all manners of threats (both real and imaginary), and in all ages.”

Price regulation seems odd when viewed from a traditional efficiency perspective. We
show that Pareto improving price regulation is possible when asset markets are incomplete.
Moreover, the deviation of prices from their competitive equilibrium values can be chosen
independently of the state of the world !. This makes price regulation comparable to the
reallocation of portfolios carried out before the resolution of uncertainty.

Direct antecedants of our result are the argument in Polemarchakis (1979), which
showed that fixed wages that need not match shocks in productivity may yield higher
expected utility in spite of the loss of output in an economy of overlapping generations;
and the argument in Dréze and Gollier (1993), which employed the capital asset pricing
model to determine optimal schedules of wages that differ from the marginal productiv-
ity of labor. An example of Pareto improving price regulation was developed in Kalmus
(1997).

! John Geanakoplos insisted on this point.



To address the issue of Pareto improving price regulation, we need an equilibrium
notion that allows for trading at non-competitive prices, while maintaining the scenario
of frictionless markets which characterizes competitive equilibria with incomplete markets.
The equilibrium notion used is an extension of the fix-price equilibrium of Dreéze (1975) to
the incomplete markets set-up. Such equilibria are shown to exist in Section 3.

In Section 4, we study the local behavior of fix-price equilibria in the neighborhood of
competitive ones. Despite the equilibrium existence, the behavior of fix-price equilibria in
the neighborhood of competitive equilibria is particularly complicated. There are robust
examples for which at regulated prices close to competitive prices, there are no fix-price
equilibria close to competitive equilibria. We provide necessary and sufficient conditions for
local uniqueness of fix-price equilibria. The properties of the equilibrium manifold imply
that these conditions are weaker than the requirement of uniqueness of fix-price equilibria
for prices in the neighborhood of competitive equilibria. The welfare implications of price
regulation in the neighborhood of competitive equilibria are derived.

Section 5 shows that Pareto improving price regulation is possible when the require-
ment of local uniqueness is satisfied. The conditions under which this result holds, that
the number of instruments (commodities) exceeds the number of objectives (individuals),
implies that the result complements the one of Geanakoplos and Polemarchakis (1986).
Section 6 illustrates the results by means of an example.

2 The Economy

The economy is the standard two-period general equilibrium model with incomplete asset
markets and numeraire assets. Transactions occur in assets before and in commodities after
the state of nature is known. An economy & = ((X?, u', €);er, R) consists of consumption
sets X, utility functions u° and endowments e’ for all individuals 7 € Z, and an asset return
matrix R.

States of the world are s € S = {1, ..., S} and commodities are [ € £L = {1,...,L+1}.
At state s, commodity (L + 1,s) is assumed to be a numeraire commodity. Assets are
ace A={1,...,A+1}. Asset A+ 1 is assumed to be a numeraire asset. The payoffs of
assets are denominated in the numeraire commodity, (L+ 1, s), in every state of the world.

The economy satisfies the following assumptions.

A1. For every individual 4, the consumption set is X% = R(;™%.

A2. For every individual 7, the utility function is twice continuously differentiable, du® >>
0, 0?u’ is negative definite on (Ou?)*, and satisfies the boundary condition, for every
2 € X', the closure of the set {Z' € X' | ui(F') > u'(2%)} is contained in R

A3. For every individual 4, the endowment is strictly positive, e’ € X".

A4. The asset return matrix has full column rank. The numeraire asset has positive payoff,

R.A+1 > 0



We want to analyse the allocation that would result for any given terms of trade, that
is at any given prices of commodities and assets. Prices of commodities across states of the
world are p = (py,...,ps). The price of the numeraire commodity in state of the world s is
pr+1,s = 1. The domain of prices of commodities is P = {p € ]RSFLJ;H)S :pr+1,s = 1,5 € S}
Prices of assets are ¢ = (q1,...,¢as1). The price of the numeraire asset is 4.1 = 1. The
domain of prices of assets is Q = {q € R gayr = 1}.

On several occasions we want to truncate prices of commodities and prices of assets by
deleting the numeraires. Commodities (assets) other than the numeraire are £ = {1,..., L}
(A=1{1,...,A}). The domain of prices of commodities (assets) other than the numeraire
is P =R (Q=R").

At arbitrary terms of trade, a competitive equilibrium is typically ruled out. In com-
modities and assets other than the numeraire, endogenously determined rationing on net
trades serves to attain market clearing. To keep the presentation as simple as possible,
rationing is assumed to be uniform across individuals. Rationing in the supply (demand)
of commodities other than the numeraire is z € —]RJLFS (z € Ris). Rationing in the supply
(demand) of assets other than the numeraire is y € —R (7 € RY).

At prices and rationing scheme (p, ¢, 2, %, y,7), the budget set of individual 4 is

B(p,0,2,7,9,7) = {(x,y) € X' x R* : gy <0,
ps(vs —€) < Ry, s€S,
21 < Tys — efys <7z, (I,5)€LxS,
y, <y<7, acA}

The optimization problem of the individual is to choose a utility maximizing consumption
bundle and asset portfolio, denoted d(p, ¢,2,%,Y,7), in his budget set. Despite the differ-
entiability assumptions on primitives, the rationing constraints cause non-differentiabilities
for the demand function.

At given prices and rationing scheme, an individual is effectively rationed in his supply
(demand) for a commodity or an asset if he could increase his utility when the rationing
scheme in the supply (demand) of that commodity or asset is removed. There is effective
supply (demand) rationing in the market for a commodity or an asset if at least one
individual is effectively rationed in his supply (demand) for this commodity or asset. At
a competitive equilibrium the prices and rationing scheme are such that there is neither
effective supply rationing nor effective demand rationing in the market for any commodity
or asset. This makes the competitive equilibrium a special case of a fix-price equilibrium.

Definition 2.1 (Fix-price equilibrium) A fiz-price equilibrium for the economy & at
prices (p,q) € P x Q is a pair ((z*,y*), (2*,Z*,y*, ")) such that

1. for every individual, (z**,y™) € d'(p,q, 2", 2", y*,T"),

2. 5 e =1 e and X1 y* =0,



3. for every l € ﬁ, if for some 7' xﬁI:

while if for some i" x; ;

4. for every a € A, if for some i yg* =y, then for alli € T Y < y*, while if for some

ik

i Yo =T, then for alli € T yi* > y*.

i % ; ix i =%
— €]y = 2] then for all i € T x); — e, < 7],
P A— . i i *
— €5 =7, then for alli € T xj’, — €] ; > 2], and

Conditions 1 and 2 are the usual optimization and market clearing conditions. Condi-
tions 3 and 4, together with the convexity of the consumption sets and the quasi-concavity
of the utility functions of individuals, imply that there is no effective rationing, simultane-
ously, on both sides of a market. This expresses that we do not depart from the scenario
of frictionless markets that characterizes competitive equilibria with incomplete markets.
Markets are still transparent in the sense that it is not possible to find a buyer and a seller
in a single market that could benefit from mutual exchange against the numeraire.

3 The Existence of Fix-price Equilibria

A fairly straightforward proof of the existence of a fix-price equilibrium at prices (p, q)
can be given under A1-A4. Let X' be a compact, convex subset of X that contains the
aggregate initial endowment in the interior. The assumptions on utility functions and
on the asset return matrix imply that all S + 1 budget inequalities in the definition of
the budget set hold with equality at the optimal choice of an individual. The rationing
inequalities do not necessarily hold with equality. The budget set related to X with all
budget inequalities required to hold with equality is denoted BZ and the corresponding
demand function d'. Since prices are fixed at (p, ¢), they are omitted in the notation.

Lemma 3.1 If € satisfies A1-A4, then d, i € T, is continuous.

Proof Let (z,,%,Y,,7,) be asequence that converges to (2, %,y,7). Then (d(zp, Zn, Y, Tn))
n =1,...) has a convergent subsequence, with limit (Z,7) € Bl(g, Z,9,7)-

Suppose there exists (7,7) € (2,7, y,7), such that u*(Z) > u'(Z). Let L_, L., A_,
and A, , denote the sets of non-numeraire commodities and non-numeraire assets for which
Tys — ef,s is negative, positive, 7, is negative, and positive, respectively. For

n . glyts ~ Elyts ~ QZ 1 ?2 't
A" = min 1,ﬁ,(l,8) E,C,,ﬁ,(l,é’) €£+,~—,a€A,,~—,a€A+ y
Li,s — € s Li,s — € s Ya Ya
=€+ (T —¢),n=1,...,and §" = X"y, n = 1,..., it can be verified that

(", ") € Bi(gn,in,gn,yn). Evidently, lim, ,,, A" = 1, and lim,,_,.(Z",7") = (Z,7). By
the continuity of u’, " is strictly preferred to the consumption bundle in d*(z,,, Z,, Y., Tn),s
a contradiction. O

Since there is no rationing in the market of the numeraire asset nor in the market of
the numeraire commodities, the argument for equilibrium existence is not trivial.



Proposition 3.2 If £ satisfies A1-A/, then a fix-price equilibrium exists at all prices
(p.q) €P x Q.

Proof If ((#*,y"),(2",Z",y",7")) is a fix-price equilibrium of £ at prices (p,q), then
x}”sl <>, ef,s + ¢, with ¢ some fixed positive number. Since R has full column rank, this
implies that there is @ > 0 such that ||y*||. < « for any y* consistent with a fix-price
equilibrium at prices (p, ).

The functions (z,2) : C*¥ — —RY® x RS and (y,7) : C* — —R} x R, where
C¥ = {r e R¥ : 0 < r; < 1} denotes the unit cube of dimension K, are defined by

gl,s(r) = - min{2rl,8(zilzl eg,s + 6)7 iI:1 eg,s + 6}7 (la 8) S EV X 87
7175(7“) = mln{(2 - QTZ,S)( iI:1 eg,s + 5)7 iI:1 eg,s + 5}7 (la S) € 2 X Sa
y (p) = —min{2p,o,a}, a€ A,

7,(p) = min{(2 — 2p,)a,a}, a€ A

We define the excess demand function z : C*¥ x C4 — R* x R* by

Zs(r,0) = Sl di y(2(0),200), y(0), 9(p) — Slov ey (Ls) €L xS
Za(rop) = i1 dy(2(r),2(r), y(p), (p), a€ A

If (r*,p*) € C x C* is such that Z(r*,p*) = 0, then ((z*,y*),(z*,2",y*,7")), where
(@ y") = A7y T 0 € T, (27 = (20).20), ) = (), 70), is a
fix-price equilibrium. It is obvious that Conditions 1 and 2 of Definition 1 are satisfied
for non-numeraire commodities and assets. Using the budget equalities gives Conditions 1
and 2 for numeraire commodities and assets. The construction of the functions (z,%) and
(y,7) takes care of Conditions 3 and 4.

The set Z(CES x C*) is compact. Let the set Z) be a compact, convex set that contains
Z(CH5 x C*). The correspondence y: ZY — CL5 x C4 is defined by

M(Za y) = arg max{z(l,s)eﬁxs T,s21,s + Zae/\ PaYa : T € CLSa p e CA}

The correspondence ¢ : ZY x C¥ x C4 — ZY x CM¥ x CA is defined by o(z,y,7,p) =
{Z(r,p)} X u(z,y). It is a non-empty, compact, convex valued, upper hemi-continuous
correspondence defined on a non-empty, compact, convex set. By Kakutani’s fixed point
theorem, ¢ has a fixed point, say (z*, y*, r*, p*).

If, for some a € A, y» < 0, then, by the definition of 1, p; = 0, so y; > 0, a contradiction.
If, for some a € A, y» > 0, then, by the definition of p, p; =1, so y; < 0, a contradiction.
Consequently, y» = 0, for all a € A. Moreover, Yarr = — 2aciba¥y = 0.

If, for some (I,s) € £ x S, zfs < 0, then, by the definition of y, rj, =0, s0 2/, > 0, a
contradiction. If, for some (I, s) € L xS, 215 > 0, then, by the definition of u, 1 =1, so
2y <0, a contradiction. Consequently, 2/, = 0, for all (/,s) € L x 8. Moreover, for every
SES, 2415 = — L(s)eixs Plsils T Rsy™ = 0.

It follows that 0 € Z(r*, p*), so a fix-price equilibrium at prices (p, q) exists. O



4 Local Comparative Statics
The state of markets at a fix-price equilibrium can be described by a sign vector

r = (7"171,...,’[“[/75,’[“1,...,’I“A).

If there is effective supply rationing in the market for a commodity or an asset, the associ-
ated component of the sign vector is -1, if there is effective demand rationing it is +1, and
if there is no effective rationing it is 0.

For a sign vector r, the set PQ(r) is the set of prices (p, ¢) € P x Q, for which there exists
a fix-price equilibrium at prices (p, ¢) with state of the markets r. For prices (p,q) € P x Q,
the set of fix-price equilibrium allocations is D(p, ¢q), and, for a sign vector r, the set of
fix-price equilibrium allocations with state of the markets r is D(p, g, r). In the following,
N, denotes a neighborhood of «.

Definition 4.1 (Local uniqueness) Let ((p*,¢*), (z*,y*)) be a competitive equilibrium
of €. The allocation (z*,y*) is locally unique as a fiz-price equilibrium allocation if there
exists a neighborhood ./T/'I*yy* such that for every Ny« ,« C ./T/'my there exists a neighborhood
N g+ with D(p, q) N Ny- - a singleton for every (p,q) € Np- 4=

If a competitive equilibrium allocation is locally unique as a fix-price equilibrium allo-
cation, then, for prices close to competitive equilibrium prices, there is exactly one fix-price
equilibrium allocation close to the competitive allocation.

For a locally unique competitive equilibrium allocation, for each sign vector r, we define
the function (27, 7") : Np o« NPQA(r) — RIEHDSHATY by agsociating the unique fix-price
equilibrium allocation in N« - N D(p, q,7) to (p, q).

Comparative statics require a differentiable form of local uniqueness.

Definition 4.2 (Differentiable local uniqueness) Let ((p*,¢*), (z*,y*)) be a competi-
tiwe equilibrium of €. The allocation (z*,y*) is differentiably locally unique as a fiz-price
equilibrium allocation if it is locally unique and there is a neighborhood Ny« 4 such that,
for every sign vector r, the function (Z", gj’")Wp*,qme(r) is differentiable 2.

Laroque and Polemarchakis (1978) prove for a complete asset market that, generically,
the set of fix-price equilibrium allocations can be represented by a finite number of con-
tinuously differentiable functions of prices. Nevertheless, the results in Laroque (1978)
and the examples in Madden (1982) show that competitive equilibria need not be locally
unique as fix-price equilibria. Even though fix-price equilibrium allocations exist for all
prices, there may be robust local non-existence, and therefore local non-uniqueness as a
fix-price equilibrium, at competitive prices. The equilibrium manifold has a particularly
complicated structure at competitive prices. We analyse the local comparative statics of

2A function with domain a subset of Euclidean space which is not necessarily open is differentiable if
it has a differentiable extension to an open neighborhood of its domain of definition.



fix-price equilibria in the neighborhood of a competitive price system. This analysis follows
Laroque (1978, 1981) for economies with a complete asset market and leads to necessary
and sufficient conditions for differentiable local uniqueness.

Consider the optimization problem an individual faces when determining his demand.
The Lagrange multipliers corresponding to the rationing constraints in the markets for
commodities (assets) are denoted 7 (p). The individual optimization problem leads us to
study a modified demand function, d’. At prices and Lagrange multipliers (p, ¢, 7, p), d is
defined by the solution to the optimization problem

max ul(l‘) - E(Z,S)EEXS ﬂ—l’sxlys - Eae/i payaa

s.t. qy <0,
ps(rs —el) < Ryy, seS.

The set of (p,q,m, p) on which each individual optimization problem has a solution is
denoted N. It is easily verified that N is a neighborhood of (p*, ¢*,0,0), whenever (p*, ¢*)
are competitive equilibrium prices.

Lemma 4.3 If £ satisfies A1-A4, then di,ieT,is continuously differentiable on N .

Proof It follows from a standard application of the implicit function theorem. O

At a competitive equilibrium ((p*, ¢*), (z*,y%)), 2, zfjs, y, and y;, defined by

— i ik i + _ i i .

2, = miner o — €, 2, = maxier ayy — ), (l,5) € LX S,
- i* + % A

ya - mlniEI ya ) ya - maXiGI ya 9 a G "47

determine the minimal and the maximal excess demands on both the spot and the asset

markets. If
L,={icl:al,—e, =2, Lis={icl:a],—e,=2} (I,s) € L x S,
Za:{iEI:ny*:ya_}, Ta:{iel':yé*:y;}, aE/l,

then in a neighborhood of the competitive equilibrium, only individuals in Z; , (Z,,) may

be rationed on supply (demand) in the spot market (I, s), and only individuals in Z,, (Z,)
on supply (demand) in the asset market a.

Lemma 4.4 Let (X% u');er, R) satisfy Al, A2 and A4. For an open set of endowments
with full Lebesque measure € C ]Ri(fﬂ)s, for any competitive equilibrium ((p*, ¢*), (z*, y*))

of E, 1L, 1= Tis |= 1, (I,s) €L S, and | Z, |=| T, |=1, a € A

Proof It follows from a standard transversality argument. O

There is a generic set of economies for which there is exactly one individual in each mar-
ket with the minimal excess demand and exactly one individual with the maximal excess
demand. For the remainder of this section, we consider an economy £ with endowments in

7



the set 2 and study the local structure of the set fix-price equilibria in the neighborhood
of a competitive equilibrium ((p*, ¢*), (z*,y*)) of €.
For every individual, the function ¢ : R* x R4 — R x R* is defined by

i (m.p) ms, if ms <0and {i} =Z;,, orms>0and {i} =74,
T — 5 3 3

Ls\T> P 0, otherwise,

. e, if po <0and {i} =Z,, or p, >0 and {i} = Z,,

CW,p):{g p {i} p {i}

The function c relates the Lagrange multipliers (m, p) to the fix-price equilibria in the neigh-

otherwise.

borhood of the competitive equilibrium. The aggregate modified excess demand function
for commodities and assets other than the numeraire is 2z : N' — R+ defined by

26(0, 4,7, 9) = Tier dj (0, 0,6 (m,0)) = Tiez ¢, (1,5) € L xS,

Zo(p.a,m, p) = Tier dy(p, q. ¢ (7, p)), a€ A
It is sufficient to restrict attention to the zero points of Z to analyze fix-price equilibria in
the neighborhood of the competitive equilibrium. Choose neighborhoods ./\/';lyl such that
for every (z,y) € Np-yr = XiezNjie uv, for all (I, s) € Lx 8, forallac A,

lC;:s - 6;25 < 0 and x%:s - 6%:5 < xf,s - 6%,57 i 7£ Z‘,7 S ll,s
af,—el,>0andaf, —el >al, —el,, i, €T,
< Omdyl <y i£ e,
e >0and y; >yi, i#d,7 €L,.

Lemma 4.5 Let £ satisfy A1-A4 with endowments in Q, and let ((p*,q*), (z*,y*)) be a
competitive equilibrium. Consider some (x,y) € Ny y«. Then (z,y) € D(p, q) if and only if
there is (p,q,, p) € N such that d'(p, q,c(n, p)) = (z*,9"), i € Z, and Z(p, q, 7, p) = (0,0).

Proof It follows from the first order conditions for a fix-price equilibrium and the first
order conditions for the solution to the individual optimization problems leading to d*. O

The function 2z is Lipschitz continuous because of the differentiability of the functions
d® and the Lipschitz continuity of the functions . It is differentiable at each (p,q,m,p) €
N where all components of 7 and p are non-zero. For each sign vector r without zero
components, we define

N = {(p,q,ﬂ',p)€N3W1,5T1,5>0,(Z,S)EEXS, para>0,a€/l}.

The function 2 is differentiable on M. The limit of its Jacobian, lim,,_,, 9Z(p", ¢", 7", p"),
along a sequence ((p",q", 7", p") € N” :n =1,...) that converges to (p*,¢*,0,0) exists
and is denoted 0z" (p*, ¢*, 0,0). It holds that

Op.a2s(P", 4", 0,0) = Liez 04 (p", ¢, 0,0) = 05.421,:(p", ¢),

aﬁ,qgg(p*a q", 0, 0) = ZiEI aﬁ,qu(p*a 7,0, 0) = aﬁyljza(p*a q*)a
where z(p, ¢) denotes the unconstrained total excess demand function for commodities and

assets other than the numeraires at prices (p, ¢). It follows that the Jacobian with respect
to (p,q) is independent of r at a competitive equilibrium.

8



Proposition 4.6 Let £ satisfy A1-Aj with endowments in Q, and let ((p*,q*), (x*,y*))
be a competitive equilibrium such that 0z(p*,q*) is of full rank. For each sign vector r
without zero components, the tangent cone at (p*,q*) to the set of price systems having a
local fiz-price equilibrium with state of the markets r is

{(p.q) €ePxQ: (¢ = (8z(p*,¢")) '0x,2" (p*,¢*,0,0)(m, p),
mistrs > 0, (1, s) € L XS, para>0,a€ /l}

Proof The restriction of Z to N7 extends to a differentiable function z : N/ — R4
as follows. For i € Z, the function & is defined by ¢ (7, p) = m, if i € Z;,, s = —1, or
i €Ly, 11,s = +1, ¢ (7, p) = 0 otherwise, and &, (7, p) = p, if i € Z,, 7 = —1, or i € I,
re = +1, and ¢ (m, p) = 0 otherwise. The function Z is defined as Z with ¢ replaced by ¢.
Since 0z(p*, ¢*) is of full rank, it follows by the implicit function theorem that the solution
to Z(p,q,m,p) = (0,0) determines p and ¢ as a function of 7 and p in a neighborhood
of (0,0). The derivative of this function at (0,0) with respect to = and p is given by
(0z(p*,q*)) 'O, ,2(p*,¢*,0,0). The expression in the proposition follows immediately if
one takes into account that only m’s and p’s satisfying m 4, > 0, (I,5) € £ x S, and
pata > 0, a € A, should be considered. O

Proposition 2 in Geanakoplos and Polemarchakis (1986) shows that the assumption
that 0z(p*,¢*) has full rank at every competitive equilibrium holds generically in initial
endowments. Proposition 4.6 characterizes the tangent cones to the regions in the price
space having a fix-price equilibrium with state of the markets r in the neighborhood of
a competitive equilibrium. It guarantees neither that the closures of these tangent cones
cover the price space nor that the tangent cones are full-dimensional nor that the tangent
cones do not intersect. If this were the case, local uniqueness would result.

In general, an increase in a price causes a different individual to be rationed as a
decrease in a price. Since 0y ,z", and therefore the tangent cone, depends on &rypcii for the
individual ¢ that is rationed, the fact that the tangent cones need not fit nicely together
does not come as a surprice. In abstract terms, the fact that different individuals get
rationed at different prices in the neighborhood of a competitive equilibrium, creates non-
differentiabilities in the function Z at competitive prices. At a point of non-differentiability,
the implicit function theorem need not apply, and local uniqueness may fail.

The generalized Jacobian of a Lipschitz continuous function f at a point z is the
convex hull of all matrices that are the limits of the sequence (0f(z") : n =1,...), where

":n =1,...) is a convergent sequence with lim, ,,, 2" = x and f is differentiable at

(x
n=1,....

If a function f is Lipschitz continuous, f(Z,y) = 0, and every matrix M in 0, f(Z,7)
has full rank, then there exist a neighborhood N5, a neighborhood N3, and a Lipschitz
continuous function g on A such that (z,y) € N;; and f(z,y) = 0 if and only if y € N5

and x = g(y).



Proposition 4.7 Let £ satisfy A1-Aj with endowments in Q, and let ((p*,q*), (x*,y*))
be a competitive equilibrium. If the determinants of the matrices 0y ,2" (p*, ¢*,0,0), with r
stgn vectors without zero components, are either all equal to —1 or all equal to +1, then the
competitive equilibrium allocation is differentiably locally unique as a fiz-price equilibrium
allocation.

Proof The argument is similar to the one in the proof of Theorem 1, Laroque (1981). O

There are utility functions and asset return matrices such that the set of endowments,
for which all determinants in Proposition 4.7 have the same sign, has full Lebesgue mea-
sure. Consider an economy with an arbitrary number of individuals, three states of the
world, two commodities and two assets. The utility functions have an additively separable
representation u’ = Y, ¢ moul with

ul(zs) = a'Inwy g+ (1 — aag,, 0<a’ <1,

and a uniform probability measure 7 over the states of the world. The payoffs of the assets
are Ry = (1,0,0)’, and R, = (0,1,0)". Endowments are chosen such that | Z; ; |=| Z;, |= 1,
(I,s) € LxS,and | Z, |=| Z, |= 1, a € A, so they belong to a set of full Lebesgue measure
by Lemma 4.4.

Let (p*,q*) be competitive equilibrium prices in this economy. All partial derivatives
are evaluated at (p*,¢*,0,0). It holds that 0. 2" = &rl’scﬁ(l’s), where {i(1,s)} = I,
if 1y = —1, and {i(1,8)} = I, if 11y = +1. An increase in m 5 corresponds to the
introduction of demand rationing or the disappearance of supply rationing on commodity
(1,5), which decreases the demand for commodity (1,s), so O, 2], is negative. The
change in income spent on commodity (1, s) equals p} ,Or, .27 ;. The individual i(1) is the
one affected by rationing in the asset market, so {i(1)} = I, if r; = —1, and {i(1)} = I, if
r1 = +1. Using the properties of the Cobb-Douglas utility function it follows that

. 7'(1 1)« * ~
7i(1,1) PY 141 Ory, 1z11 7i(1,1) (L) _ P10 171,
Or, ,dy 5 = Or, d =0 O, ,d = bl bl
1,11,2 pl 2(]2 (2 C(Z(l 1)) ) 1,1 ) 1,191 (2_azl(1,1)) )
) C’ii 1,2)  — l(l 2)1’”{ 247 Oy 2Z1,2 a C’i\l 1,2) -0 o C? (1,2) _ —P7 2950, 221 2
1,2 %1,1 - i(1,2) ) 1,3 - m1,2%1 - 1(1 2)y
pl 1‘12(2 %% ) q1(2 Qy )
(1,3 1,3 Si(1,3
am,sdl(,l ) = 0, Or 1,3 1(,2 ) = =0, 8771 )3 1 ) = 0,
. 1 1 *
0 &7(1) — 0‘11( )3P1/z\f a C? 1) _0‘11( : 105, 7 0 C? (1) =0.
p11,1 pf,l 1,2 pl 205 p11,3

The sign of the determinant of 0, ,2" does not change by premultiplying it by the strictly
positive row vector (pj,qi,p} 245, 1, ¢;) and postmultiplying it by the strictly positive col-

!

i(1,1 i(1,2
wmn vector ((2—oi™™")/ =} 14705, A1, (2= i)/ =01 0030030, 1/ 5. 1/ 010, 5)"
The resulting matrix is given by

gD g Qi g i)
ai(Ll) a;(LZ) _ 2 0 ai(l)

0 0 -1 0

-1 1 0 -1

10



and its determinant equals
(4 — 20i0D — 2012y (1 — /M)y > 0.

The determinant of 0, ,z" is positive, irrespective of the sign vector r. It follows by Propo-
sition 4.7 that the competitive equilibrium allocation is differentiably locally unique as a
fix-price equilibrium allocation.

As in Laroque (1981), whenever there are two sign vectors without zero components
r! and r? such that the determinants of &r,p?l(p*,q*,0,0) and &r’p?& (p*,q*,0,0) have
opposite signs and 9z(p*, ¢*) has full rank, then for every neighborhood N« ;- there exists
for every neighborhood N, 4 a price system (p,q) € Ny« 4 with at least two fix-price
equilibrium allocations in Ny« ,«. The conditions in Proposition 4.7 are almost necessary.

Local uniqueness of fix-price equilibrium allocations at competitive equilibria is not too
strong a requirement. It is less demanding than the requirement of uniqueness of fix-price
equilibrium allocations at prices in a neighborhood of competitive prices. It is an open
question whether the interior of the set of endowments for which all competitive equilib-
rium allocations of the economy are differentiably locally unique as fix-price equilibrium
allocations can be empty. The set of initial endowments for which the differentiable local
uniqueness property holds, is denoted 2*. In the sequel we restrict attention to endowments
in %,

The function (7,7) : Ny oo — RIETDIHATD aqq0ciates the unique fix-price equilib-
rium allocation in Ny« 4+ to (p, q) € Np- 4-. The indirect utility function of an individual at
a locally unique fix-price equilibrium is defined by

v'(pq) = u (@ (p,q0), (P, @) € N g

Proposition 4.8 Let € satisfy A1-Aj with endowments in QF, and let ((p*, q*), (x*,y%))
be a competitive equilibrium. The indirect utility function v* : Ny« o« — R is differentiable
and

Op, V' (07, 4") = = Oapy 0 (2 (2] — €,), (Is) €L XS.

Proof For every sign vector 7, the restriction of v* to Ny, N PQ(r), denoted v*', is
differentiable. From the differentiation of the budget constraints

q7" (p,q) = 0 and ps(Z" (p,q) — €.) = R.§" (p,q), s€ S,

with respect to p;5, and the first order conditions for individual optimization at a compet-
itive equilibrium,

GI;,Sui(xi*) = 8miL+l,sui(xi*)sz, (I,s) € L xS,

z‘:sﬁxhl,sui(xi*)l%s. = 1i'q*, for some u' > 0,
s€

11



it follows that

Oy 0" (0, q") = ~ 0y _ui(a™) (ol

* 7
)
L+1,5 S

1,5
Since the derivative is independent of the sign vector r, the result follows. O

The effect of a change in the spot market price of commodity (I, s) € L x 8 is equal to
minus the marginal utility of the numeraire commodity in state s multiplied by the excess
demand of commodity ([, s) at the competitive equilibrium. Proposition 4.8 implies that
the indirect welfare effects of a change in prices, generated by the induced change in the
rationing constraints and agents’ choices, equal zero.

5 Pareto Improving Price Regulation

Price regulation can Pareto improve on a competitive equilibrium ((p*, ¢*), (z*, y*)) if there
exist prices of commodities p such that a fix-price equilibrium of commodities at prices of
commodities and assets (p,q*) Pareto dominates the allocation z*. The ambiguity intro-
duced by the possibility of multiple fix-price equilibrium allocations at prices (p,¢*) is
circumvented by considering local variations at competitive equilibrium allocations that
are differentiably locally unique as fix-price equilibria.

Definition 5.1 (Pareto improving price regulation) A competitive equilibrium ((p*,
q*), (z*,y*)) can be Pareto improved by price requlation if it is differentiably locally unique
as fix-price equilibrium and there exists an infinitesimal variation in commodity prices dp
such that Y gezxs O, 0 (P, ¢*)dprs > 0, i € L.

The competitive equilibrium can be Pareto improved by uniform price requlation if it
can be Pareto improved by a price requlation with dp, = dpy, s,s' € S.

Pareto improvement by price regulation is possible only if the asset market is incom-
plete. Another necessary requirement is that the economy allows for heterogeneous indi-
viduals. This is summarized in the following assumption.

A5. A+1<Sand I >1.
The function ¢ is defined by
ui(z)) — N'ip, iel
N = EsESﬁS(xi - 6@), el
xa)‘a ,€) = i i )
AOAP =l S, (s) € LxS\{(L+1,9)
YsesnsPs(xy —€), €T\ {1}

where the Lagrangian multiplier M € R does not vary with the state of the world, the prices

of commodities p € ]RSFLJ:FI)S_I x {1} are discounted prices, with only the price of commodity

(L 4+ 1,5) normalized to 1, and n # 0 is a fixed vector such that nR = 0. Consider the

12



standard reformulation of the incomplete markets model in discounted prices that utilizes
the Cass trick. The first individual is assumed to be unconstrained, so his marginal utility
at an optimal choice is proportional to the price system. Pareto optimality implies that
the marginal utility vectors of all agents should be proportional to the price system. The
function ¢ is completed by specifying budget constraints and market clearing conditions,
and one condition for every individual but the first that recognizes the incompleteness
of markets: Y ,csnPs(xt — €') = 0. The existence of n # 0 such that nR = 0 follows
from market incompleteness. It follows that the function ¢ vanishes at a Pareto optimal
competitive equilibrium.

We use the following as a general notation. For a function f that depends on a vector
of variables oz and on endowments e, f.(«) denotes the function that results from fixing e.
For instance, p,.(z, S\,ﬁ) = p(z, \, D, e).

Lemma 5.2 Let £ satisfy A1, A2, A4 and Ab5. For an open set of endowments with full
1(L+1)S

Lebesgue measure in IR, , competitive equilibrium allocations are not Pareto optimal.
Proof A necessary condition for  to be a Pareto optimal competitive equilibrium al-
location for an economy e is that ¢, (z, 5\,]7) = 0. Since the dimension of the domain of
©e 1s lower than the dimension of the range, whenever ¢, is transverse to 0, a solution
to @e(z, X, p) = 0 does not exist. By a standard argument, ¢ is transverse to 0. By the
transversal density theorem, the set of economies for which ¢, is transverse to 0 has full
Lebesgue measure. By a standard argument, this set can be chosen to be open. O

The function 1 : = x Q* — R" is defined by
Opiu'(z') — Nips, 1€I,s€8
ps(xi - ezs) - Rs-yia S I) ses
NR—piq, 1€T

EiEI(xi,s - e;,s)l (la 5) € LxS

dier y(ia ac A
qy', 1€T

where £ = (x, \,y, p, p, ¢) and = = ]Ri(fﬂ)s X ]Rﬁ x R'™H) « R x P x Q. The dimension
of = is denoted by N. When £* is consistent with a competitive equilibrium, it is necessarily
the case that ¥.(£*) = 0.

The function h : = x R x Q* — RX*! is defined by

(ng&@L—dJ @$€3X3>
Ziel(ai)Z -1 ‘

A competitive equilibrium can be Pareto improved by price regulation if the matrix of

h(&, a,e)

partial derivatives of the indirect utility functions with respect to prices has full rank?.

3If the matrix of partial derivatives has full rank, it is possible to generate any desired marginal change
in utilities by means of price regulation.

13



By Proposition 4.8, this matrix is guaranteed to have full rank if there is no solution to
Y.(§) = 0 in combination with h.(&, ) = 0.
The function ¢ : = x R’ x Q* — RY*5*! is defined by

UE ae) = ( et > |

If @Z is transverse to 0, then it follows from the transversal density theorem that for a
subset of endowments of full Lebesgue measure, @Ee is transverse to 0. If LS > I, then
the dimension of the range of zze exceeds that of the domain. Transversality of 1;8 implies
that there are no solutions to the associated system of equations. It is possible to Pareto
improve all competitive equilibria by price regulation.

Proposition 5.3 Let € satisfy A1, A2, A} and A5. If LS > I, then for an open subset of
endowments in % with full Lebesque measure, all competitive equilibria of £ can be Pareto
improved by price requlation.

Proof One fixes (I,5) € £ x & and @, an open subset of endowments in Q* of full
Lebesgue measure, such that no competitive equilibrium of the associated economy & is
Pareto optimal. The function ¢ : = x Q* — RN is defined by

N I I
60~ (St )

We show that if (€, e) = 0, then the matrix M of partial derivatives of ¢ evaluated at
(&, e) has full row rank: if ' M = 0, then v = 0. The components of v are denoted vy,
i €I, (l,s) € LXS, vy5,0 €L, 5s€ S, U344a,0 €L, a€ A, vays, (I, s)GﬁxS Vs.a5
ac A, vg it €1, and Vo, according to the labelhng of the equations defining w

If v is such that /M = 0, then 0 = ¢/ el s (€, e) = —vyis, i €L, s € S. It follows
that, for ¢ € Z,

0= Ulae; 12;(6‘7 6) = —U4),s, (la 8) < (Lv \ {Z}) X 87
0=00, ¥, e)= —Uy7s Ug% =0, seS&8\{s},

0= Ulaei 1/)(& 6) = U4l

Consequently, if v, ;5= 0 for some § € S\ {5}, then vy = 0 and v,;, = 0, for all s € S\ {5}.
If, on the contrary, v,;, # 0, for all s € S\ {5}, then

-/

A—é:—v4j,s :)\_Z"SI) i7iI€I7 SES\{E}.

AL Vg AL
E El

Hence, for 4,7 € Z, for s',s* € &, A, /AL, = (AL /AD)(AL/AL) = (AL /AD)(AE/AL) =
1;1 / )\2'2. The economy e has then a Pareto optimal competitive equilibrium induced by &,
contradicting e € Q. Consequently, v,; =0, s € S\ {5}, and vy = 0.
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ForieZ, for (I,s) € L xS,
0= vlawf,sql;(ga ) - vlz a au ( )

It is possible to represent a utility function satisfying A2 by one with 0%u‘(z*) negative
definite on a bounded subset of the consumption set. Then it follows that v,;.. = 0.
Fori e 7,0 = “'% @(5, e) = vg;. Also, for a € A 0 = 0’8%1;(5, e) = Us,. Finally,
0= v’@,\é@(g, e) = vy, R, 1 €L, s €S8 Since R has full column rank it follows that
v3ia=0,1€Z,a€c A

Therefore, v = 0, M has full row rank N + 1, and @E is transverse to 0. The set of
endowments such that @Ee is transverse to zero is denoted Q By the transversal density
proposition, 2** \Q has Lebesgue measure zero. For e € Q
of 1, exceeds that of the domain, so (1)~ ({0}) =

The set Q = Ng, s)ecstl s 1s of full Lebesgue measure and, by a standard argument,
open. Redefine the function ¢ such that endowments belong to ©* N Q. For (&, v, €) such
that 1/7({;“, a,e) =0, M is the matrix of partial derivatives of 1 evaluated at (& a,e).

Let v be such that v'M = 0. The components of v are denoted by v1,s, V25, Usia,
Vs, Us.a, Vs, Urs, and vg. Then, 0 = U’@ehl,sz/j(ﬁ, a,€e) = —vg;,, 1 €I, s €S. Hence,

15> the dimension of the range

0= v'ae;- z/j(f, ,€) = —Ugps — ai)\iw,l’s, i€Z, (I,s) € LxS.

Since Y;e7(a)? = 1, there is i’ such that o/ # 0. If there is 5 € S such that, for i € 7\ {i'},
a’ A\ — a’AL = 0, then, for any [ € L,

Lo . ' /\z .
0 = ZSES\{E} ZiEI al)\i(x%,s - 6%,5) = ZSES\{S} ZZGI )\1 )\Z (xl )8 6%,5)

oy A g .
= A" Af Yses\(5} LieT ,\—%(l’?,s —€)

Since o # 0, Yyes 5 Dier(A/A) (21, — i) = 0, a contradiction since e € Q. Conse-
quently, for every s € S, there is i € T\ {i'} such that o’ A\ — X} # 0. For (I,5) € £ x S,
(0" X' — i\ =0, 50 w7, = 0, and, thus vy, , = 0. Also, 0 = v'd_ s (&, a, e) = 20 vg,
so, since o # 0, vg = 0. It follows as in the first part of the proof that vy ;;, =0, ¢ € Z,
(I,s) € L xS, thatvﬁz—() ielZ, thatv5a—0 ac A, and that vs;, =0,7€7Z, a € A.

Therefore, M has rank N + LS + 1 and ¢ intersects 0 transversally. If € is the set of
economies such that we is transverse to 0, then Q*\ Q has Lebesgue measure zero by the
transversal density theorem. Openness follows by a standard argument. O

Generically, it is possible to make every individual better off by choosing appropriate
price regulations on the spot markets when asset markets are incomplete. One needs at
least as many instruments, LS, as individuals, I. Proposition 5.3 makes clear that this is
all one needs. This is not the case in the constrained suboptimality result of Geanakoplos
and Polemarchakis (1986), which applies when 2L < T < L(S —1) + 1.
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A competitive equilibrium can be Pareto improved by uniform price regulation if the
matrix of partial derivatives of the indirect utility functions with respect to uniform price
regulation has full rank.

The function & : = x Rf x Q* — R is defined by

ZSES hl,s(xa)\,a’,e), l e ,C )
Ziel(ai)Z -1 .

By Proposition 4.8, the matrix of partial derivatives of the indirect utility functions with

e = (

respect to uniform price regulation is guaranteed to have full rank if there is no solution
to 1 (£) = 0 in combination with k.(&, a) = 0.

Proposition 5.4 Let £ satisfy A1, A2, A} and A5. If L > I, then for an open subset of
endowments in * with full Lebesque measure, all competitive equilibria of £ can be Pareto
improved by uniform price requlation.

Proof The argument follows that in the proof of Proposition 5.3. The equations related to
h that characterize Pareto improving price regulation are replaced by the equations related
to k that characterize Pareto improvements by uniform price regulation. This defines a
function v). The matrix M gives the partial derivatives of ¢ evaluated at some (&, a,e)
with ¢ (&, a,e) = 0. If v'M = 0, by considering the partial derivatives with respect to €] ,,
it follows that vy, s = 0,i € Z,s € S, and vy s + a'Nowvy; =0,i € T, (I,5) € L x S. If ' is
such that o’ # 0, and if 5 € S such that, for i € 7\ {i'}, o’ \i — a*AL = 0, then

. . . . P A\ . .
0 =2er @ Yes )‘g(xf,s - 6?,3) =" A Yiez 2ses ,\_i(x;,s - 6?,3)
A . . A . ° . <
= ZiGI ZSGS ,\_z(x%,s - e;,s) = ZiEI ZSES\{E} ,\_z(xi,s - 6%,5)7 S ‘C7
which contradicts e € Q. Tt follows that vgs =0, (I,s) € L x 8, and v, =0,1¢€ L. The
remainder of the proof follows the argument in the proof of Proposition 6. O

Uniform price regulation is effective when L > I, which reflects again that the number
of instruments has to exceed the number of objectives. It complements the constrained
suboptimality result of Geanakoplos and Polemarchakis (1986), which applies when 2L <
I<L(S—-1)+1.

6 An Example

Consider an economy with two individuals, three states of the world, two commodities, and
two assets. The utility function of individual ¢ has an additively separable representation,
u' = Y5 Toul, with state dependent cardinal utility

uzs(xs) = ai Inz, s + 6;&:2,5, ai > O,ﬁi >0,
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and a strictly positive probability measure (71, ..., 7s) over the states of the world. The
payoffs of assets are R.; = (0,1,1)’, and R = (1,0,0)". The payoffs of assets allow for the
following interpretation. Consumption at state of the world 1 is concurrent with the trade
in assets, while the only asset available, traded against consumption, is an indexed bond
with state-independent payoffs.

The parameters in the utility functions of individuals and their endowments are such
that

mpl _ mpl
T2 B3 +7303 m2f5+m303 )

m =
anda fOI' Vs = O‘s/ﬁm
1.2 2.1 2.1 1,2
1 Vs€i,s VsCis Yi€1a— "1
max<{ —es 4+ P sls g =923 —qe2, il L
{ 2,5 e1,sTel s 21 er1ter

1,2 2,1
: eiaviels o Ts€1,s Vs€ls
< ! L g/ S B Tole Tlle 1 5 =
Smingmey; +7 orer, € + Toer, S 2,3+,
which eliminates equilibria at the boundaries of their consumption sets *
Fix-price equilibrium exists for all prices of commodities, p, and prices of assets ¢ = l
We assume i to be the individual such that ~i/ef, < 75 'Jel, and con51der four d1fferent

cases: (1) 0 < p;s < 73 - (ii) 878 < ps 78173, , (iii) B%Ti <ps < J, and (iv) %
ls 1,s ,8
i) If 0 < ps < vs/eﬁs, both individuals have an excess demand for commod1ty L.
Equilibria obtain for z} = 0, :1:18 = 6137 :1:18 = 615: and y"* = —y™*. At s = 1, :ré,l =

6%,1 — (L/m)y™, xgﬁ = 62,1 (1/m)y™, y* < Wez,u and y™ > —Weg,l- At s =2 or s =3,
o, =€)+ Y, aht = e, —y”, y* > —eb ., and y™* < e} . The remaining parameters of
the rationing scheme are set so as not to be binding. Owing to the linearity of utility in the
amount consumed of the numeraire commodity in each state, the demand for the numeraire
commodities is not uniquely determined in equilibrium. There is a trade-off between more
consumption of the numeraire commodity in state 1 and an amount of consumption of the
numeraire commodity in both states 2 and 3. This does not affect the utility levels reached.

(i) If vg/eﬁ,s <ps < (Vi + 72’)/(6375 + eis), there is aggregate excess demand for com-
modity 1, but individual ¢ supplies the commodity, and trade takes place, with individual
i’ rationed on his demand of the commodity. Equilibria obtain for 7} ; = e} , —7i/ps, 1, =
4/ 2 = e el =, and " = = At = 1,25, = puey ey =i — (1/my"
x2 1= e2 1 p1€§,1+7i+(1/ﬂ)yi*a y* < W(p1€§,1+€§,1_7i)7 and y** > —W(eg,l _plei,l"i_’y{)' At
s =20rs = 3,25, = pye] ey —iy", bl = € i€l ViYL yt > —pged e

4A possible choice of parameters is for instance

_ _ _ 1
7T1—1;7T2—7T3—§;

=Bl =lay =0} =5,05 =5 =2,
a%zﬁ%zla% ﬂzZ% §:ﬂ3—§a
e = (1,1),e3 = (1,1),e5 = (2,1)/,

= (171),7 €3 = (Qv 1) % (lv l)l'
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and y™* < e}, — pyel , + .. The remaining parameters of the rationing scheme are set so
as not to be binding.

(iii) If (v +0)/ (el + €l ,) < py < 7% /el ,, there is aggregate excess supply of com-
modity 1, and individual ¢ supplies the commodity, rationed by the demand of individual
i'. Equilibria obtain for zj, = ei , — % /p,, at', = €}, + el , — 7% /ps, 1% = 77 /p,, and
Y= -y At s =1, x%ﬁ = 6%,1 —pleil +7i - (1/m)y™, xg,’i = pleil +e§71 -7+ (1/m)y™,
y* < mehy — pely +97), and y* > —m(piel | +eb, — i) At s = 2 o0r s = 3,
oY, = Chy = DeCly T T YT, ahh = peel b — L =y YT > —eh, +psel, — 0,
and y"* < pseﬁ:s + eg,s — 7;". The remaining parameters of the rationing scheme are set so
as not to be binding.

(iv) If 4%/ e’fys < ps, both individuals supply commodity 1, are fully rationed on their
supply of the commodity and no trade takes place. Fix-price equilibria obtain for z] ; = 0,
oy = ey ol = el and ' =~y Ats = 1, o, — eb, — (1/m)yi, af — e+ (1/m)y",
y* < mehy,and y* > —meh . At s = 2o0rs =3, 2%, =) 4y, abt = eb —y", Yyt > —eb
and y* < eg,s. The remaining parameters of the rationing scheme are set so as not to be
binding.

Competitive equilibrium prices are given by p = e}%:izgs ,s=1,2,3,and ¢* = % Those
prices belong to the intersection of cases (ii) and (iii). The allocations described there
qualify as competitive equilibrium allocations.

The utility attained by each individual at a fix-price equilibrium is unambiguously
determined by the prices of commodities. At prices p, the utility of individual ¢ at the
fix-price equilibrium is v*(p) = X cs 750! (ps), where

Case (1) vi(ps) = aglne] , + Bied
vl (ps) = oy Inef, + Bies,,
Case (i) vi(ps) = o In(%) + Bilpsel , + eh —72),
0l (p2) = o (el eh , — )+ 5 (e, — e+,
Case (i) 03(p) = o In(el, + e, — %) + Gi(ch, — pucl, +7),
vl (ps) = of In(%) + 37 (peel , +€b . —77),
Case (iv) vi(ps) = aglnel , + Bied .
vi(ps) = In elf,s + ﬁgleg,s.
Substitution of the competitive equilibrium prices in either case (ii) or case (iii) gives the
utility levels at the competitive equilibrium. The indirect utility function is differentiable
at competitive prices which confirms Proposition 4.8. The derivative is given by

8 vi(p*) = e el el ik i
s U (p ) - 71-Sﬁs yivyY - _TrSﬁs(xS - 65)7
oy g
1 g ykel —l el Y Y 1
Op, 0" (P) = By " 17’21+;§- L2 = —q B (2t —el).

For v, = my(vZel , — Vi€t ,)/ (74 + 73), it holds that

vV = ( ov' (p) ) _ ( Bior  Byva Bsvs )

802(19*) —5%01 —52202 —53?03
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If the matrix V' has full row rank, then price regulation can Pareto improve the competitive
equilibrium allocation. If the ratios of the marginal utilities of income of the individuals
are not the same across all states of the world, 3} /5% # 33/02 or (33/55 # 34/53, for the
matrix V' to have full row rank it is sufficient that v, # 0, for every state of the world.
Since v, = 0 if and only if e} ,/ei , = 7; /77, generically in the endowments of individuals
it is possible to Pareto improve on the competitive allocation ®. This is also the essence of
Proposition 5.3. Only here, because of linear utility in the numeraire commodity, variations
in endowments do not affect the marginal utilities of income at equilibrium and an ad hoc
argument is required.

Since L < I, it is not always possible to Pareto improve on the competitive equilibrium
by a uniform price regulation. A Pareto improvement by a uniform price regulation may
fail if 3lvy + Byvs + B3vs and —B7vy — B3vy — B2v3 have opposite signs. This is by no means
excluded.

7 Conclusion

Given any prices for commodities and assets, a competitive allocation of resources ex-
ists, but does in general involve endogenously determined amounts of rationing. Local
comparative statics are complicated at competitive equilibrium prices. Arbitrarily small
deviations from competitive prices may lead to discontinuous jumps in allocations and
utilities. Necessary and sufficient conditions for local uniqueness of fix-price equilibria in
the neighborhood of competitive equilibria are derived. Provided those conditions hold,
price regulation offers opportunities for efficiency gains when asset markets are incomplete.
This conclusion does not change when uniform price regulation is considered only.

A serious concern are the informational requirements needed to determine, even com-
pute, improving interventions. In the case of price regulation they involve knowledge of
marginal utilities of income and excess demands for commodities across states. The char-
acterization in Geanakoplos and Polemarchakis (1990) and in Kiibler and Polemarchakis
(1999) are only first steps towards an analysis of the informational requirements of active
policy.

SFor the specification of parameters given in footnote 12,

Both individuals benefit if the price of commodity 1 in states 2 and 3 is fixed below its competitive
equilibrium value. A Pareto improvement can even be achieved by a uniform price regulation, although
this is not necessarily the case if L < I.
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