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How Does Fatherhood Influence the Public and Private Domains?

Tatsumi, Mariko

In this paper, I construct a hypothesis about the possibilities for change in fathers'
gender roles. I make use of two concepts — “permeability” of the border between the public
and private domains and “Ibasho” —in analyzing data from father’s columns about rearing
their own children on “Ikumen” HP, and construct the hypothesis that if fatherhood allows
high permeability of the public/private border, the father’s gender role may change.

Most studies of the meaning of fatherhood focus on the influences on children, mothers,
and on the father himself. But in this paper, I consider synthetically the relation between
fatherhood and the public and private domains, in order to open new possibilities for

fatherhood involving change in gender roles.





