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Factorsrelated to community attitudestoward the personswith dementia
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to invedtigate the atitudes toward the persons with dementia among
community inhabitants and to clarify the factors involved. An attitudes-toward-dementia scale (ADS) was
used to measure the negative or positive emotions and the potentially receptive or refusal behaviors toward
the personswith dementia. A mail questionnairesurvey was carried out, and the data from 332 respondents
were analyzed. A multiple regression analysis was conducted with the total score of ADS asa dependent
variable to clarify the factors related to the community attitudes toward the persons with dementia. The
variables significantly related to the positive attitudes area younger age group, experience of contact with
the persons with dementia, being interested in dementia, a higher score on the knowledge scale about
dementia, and a higher score of positive image of the elderly. This finding suggests that the experience of
contact with the persons with dementia, knowledge about dementia, and a positive image of the elderly are
important factors for the spread of positive attitudes toward the persons with dementia.

Key words: community, dementia, attitude
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