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Trends of Nursing Informatics as reported in Igaku-Chuo Zasshi produced by Japan
Medical Abstract Society ,and the Understanding

Yasuko MAEKAWA, Masayo SAKAMOTO, Misako NOYA*

Abstract The purpose of this study is to analyze transitions in the literature of Nursing Informatics in
Japan, and to establish basic materials to elicit what Nursing Informatics should be.

We searched out 73 reports with the keyword “Nursing Informatics” in Igaku-Chuo Zasshi pro-
duced by Japan Medical Abstract Society (Web version) as of June, 2003. These reports have been clas-
sified into five categories and 21 subcategories. As for contents, the five categories have been 1)
Practical use of nursing information, 2) Information education, 3) Construction of information sys-
tems, 4) Informational acquisition, and 5) Standardization of nursing information. Chronologically,
these categories have been characterized in three periods. In the first period (1988~1994), reports
were written about practical use of nursing information and information education, in the second peri-
od (1995~1999), about information systems, and in the third period (2000~2003), about information-
al acquisition and standardization of nursing information.

The development of Nursing Informatics must be systematized to select, correlate, and exploit nurs-
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ing information, with full utilization of the capabilities of using computer science.

Key word: Nursing Informatics, Trends, Igaku-Chuo Zasshi produced by Japan Medical

Abstract Society, Computer science
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