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Abstract:   This paper examines the role played by derivatives in determining the interest rate
sensitivity of bank holding companies’ (BHCs’) common stock, controlling for the influence
of on-balance sheet activities and other bank-specific characteristics. The major result of the
analysis suggests that derivatives have played a significant role in shaping banks’ interest rate
risk exposures in recent years. For the typical bank holding company in the sample, increases
in the use of interest rate derivatives corresponded to greater interest rate risk exposure during
the 1991-94 period. This relationship is particularly strong for bank holding companies that
serve as derivatives dealers and for smaller, enduser BHCs. During earlier years, however,
there is no significant relationship between the extent of derivatives activities and interest rate
risk exposure. There are two plausible interpretations of the relationship between interest rate
derivative activity and interest rate risk exposure in the latter part of the sample period: one
interpretation suggests that derivatives tend to enhance interest rate risk exposure for the
typical BHC in the sample, while the other suggests that derivatives may be used to partially
offset high interest rate risk exposures arising from other activities. The analysis provides
support for the first of these two interpretations.



Section 1: Introduction

Interest rate risk is one of the most

financial intermediaries. Broadly speaking,

important forms of risk that banks face in their role as

interest rate risk is the risk that a bank’s income

and/or net worth will be adversely affected by unanticipated changes in interest rates. This risk

arises directly from banks’ traditional role as financial intermediaries that accept interest-sensitive

liabilities and invest in interest-sensitive assets. In its most basic form, interest rate risk arises

through mismatches in the maturity of assets, liabilities and off-balance sheet positions that can

lead to volatility in income and net worth as interest rates rise and fall. More comprehensively,

banks’ income and net worth can be affected by changes in the slope as well as the level of the

yield curve, by changes in spreads between different interest rates, and by changes in the volatility

of interest rates. Finally, interest rate risk can also arise through changes in the timing of

payments in response to changes in the interest rate environment.

An important question that has arisen in the discussion of banks’ exposure to interest rate

risk concerns the role played by derivatives. The prevalence of derivatives usage by banks has

increased dramatically in recent years, raising questions about the risks that banks face from these

activities. In particular, derivatives provide a relatively inexpensive means for banks to alter their

interest rate risk exposures. In the absence of an active derivatives market, banks would be able

to adjust their interest rate risk exposures mainly by altering the composition of their assets and

liabilities. In this situation, the costs of achieving any given level of interest rate risk exposure

could be high, since adjusting the composition of a bank’s portfolio could disrupt the bank’s

underlying business strategy. 1 In addition, it might be difficult for a bank to adjust its interest rate

lFor instance, it could be difficult and costly for the bank to lengthen the duration of its
loan portfolio if many of its customers want short-term or variable-rate loans.
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risk exposures quickly, since certain portions of the balance sheet could be difficult to alter over a

short time horizon.

Derivatives provide a means for banks to more easily separate interest rate risk

management from their other business objectives. In theory, the existence of an active derivatives

market should increase the potential for banks to move toward their desired levels of interest rate

risk exposure. This potential has been widely recognized, and the question that has arisen in

consequence is whether banks have used derivatives primarily to reduce the risks arising from

their other banking activities (for hedging) or to achieve higher levels of interest rate risk

exposure (for speculation).

It is not clear a priori which of these two alternatives is more likely. Indeed, the

contribution of derivatives to banks’ interest rate risk exposures could vary significantly across

institutions and over time, reflecting differences in factors such as the interest rate environment,

customer preferences, and desired levels of interest rate risk exposure. The evidence on this point

from previous studies is somewhat mixed, although several studies have found evidence consistent

with the idea that derivatives have been used by banks to enhance interest rate risk exposure.

This paper examines the role of derivatives in determining interest rate sensitivity of bank

holding companies’ (BHCs’) net worth, controlling for the influence of on-balance sheet activities

and other BHC-specific characteristics. The major result of the analysis suggests that derivatives

have played a significant role in shaping BHCs’ interest rate risk exposures in recent years. For

the typical bank holding company in the sample, increases in the use of interest rate derivatives

corresponded to greater interest rate risk exposure during the 1991-94 period. This relationship

is particularly strong for bank holding companies that serve as derivatives dealers and, to a
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somewhat lesser extent, for smaller, end-user institutions. During earlier years, however, there is

no significant relationship between the extent of derivatives activities and interest rate risk

exposure.

The positive relationship between interest rate derivatives and interest rate risk exposures

appears to be consistent with the idea that the typical BHC in the sample used derivatives to

enhance these exposures. However, an alternative interpretation of the results exits. Specifically,

the positive correlation could reflect the influence of portfolio characteristics that are not

controlled for in the regression specification. To the extent that BHCs use interest rate

derivatives to hedge high interest rate risk exposures arising from these unobserved factors, this

could result in the observed positive relationship. While it is difficult to definitively reject this

second interpretation of the results, the paper presents evidence in support of the first

interpretation.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. The next section reviews previous

work that has examined the relationship between derivatives and banks’ interest rate risk

exposure, and motivates the empirical work in the subsequent sections. Section 3 describes the

data set and the measure of BHCs’ interest rate risk exposure used in the analysis. Section 4

describes the cross-sectional regressions relating BHCs’ portfolio characteristics and derivatives

activities to their interest rate risk exposure. The final section of the paper contains summary and

conclusions.

Section 2: Previous work on banks’ interest rate risk exposure

A number of recent papers have examined the relationship between interest rate risk

exposure and banks’ derivatives usage. Several of these papers have found results consistent with
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the idea that increased use of derivatives by banks tends to result in higher levels of interest rate

risk exposure.2 For instance, Sinkey and Carter (1994) and Gunther and Siems (1995) found a

significant, negative relationship between the balance sheet “gap” measures of interest rate risk

exposure -- the difference between assets and liabilities that mature or reprice within specified

time horizons -- and the extent of derivatives usage by banks. These papers argue that this finding

is consistent with the idea that banks use derivatives as a substitute for on-balance sheet sources

of interest rate risk exposure, rather than as a hedge. In contrast, Simons (1995), using a similar

empirical approach, finds no consistent relationship between on-balance sheet gaps and

derivatives usage.

While these results point to a significant relationship between derivatives and banks’

interest rate risk profiles, the empirical specifications used in these papers raise questions about

the robustness of their findings. In particular, these papers use interest rate gap measures as

explanatory variables in regressions describing the extent of derivatives usage for a large panel of

banks. However, both derivatives and on-balance sheet positions can be seen as “inputs” that can

be used by banks to achieve a desired level of interest rate risk exposure. In fact, the conclusions

drawn by some of these papers -- that derivatives are used as a substitute for on-balance sheet

interest rate exposures -- are consistent with this view. If this view is correct, however, then

derivatives usage and on-balance sheet gaps are determined jointly by banks, and regressions

using one of these as an explanatory variable for the other will suffer from simultaneity bias.

2In contrast, papers examining the relationship between derivatives activity and interest
rate risk exposures among thrifts have found that greater use of derivatives has tended to be
associated with lower risk exposures. See Brewer, Jackson and Moser (1996) and Schrand
(1996).
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Gorton and Rosen (1995) use a different approach to this question that avoids the

difficulties of working with balance-sheet based maturity gap data. Specifically, they use the

limited data available from banks’ Reports of Condition and Income (the Call Reports) on the

maturity distribution of interest rate derivatives to derive estimates of the direction of interest rate

risk exposure arising from these positions. Their conclusion is that the interest rate exposures

arising from interest rate swaps tend to be mostly, though not completely, offset by exposures

from other bank activities. Further, they find that the extent of offsetting varies with bank size,

with large dealer banks experiencing the greatest amount of offset. Thus, Gorton and Rosen’s

results can also be interpreted as suggesting that the net impact of banks’ interest rate swap

activity is to increase interest rate risk exposures.

In order to extend this earlier work on derivatives and interest rate risk exposure, it is

helpful to consider another body of work that has examined the general nature of banks’ interest

rate risk exposures. In particular, these studies have used stock market data to measure the

interest rate sensitivity of banks’ common stock.3 These papers use two-factor market models

that relate the return on the equity of individual banks to the return on the market and a term

designed to capture interest rate changes. The coefficient on the interest rate term (the interest

rate “beta”) can be interpreted as a measure of interest rate risk exposure.

Most of these studies have examined the time series properties of the interest rate betas,

attempting to assess whether these coefficients are stable over time. In general, the papers have

found that the coefficients on both the market rate of return and the interest rate term vary

3Another group of papers has used Call Report data to estimate the duration of banks’ net
worth (see Wright and Houpt (1996), Neuberger (1993)).



- 6 -

significantly over time (Kane and Unal (1988), Yourougou (1990), Neuberger (1991), Song

(1994), Robinson(1995), and Hess and Laisathit (1996)). A few papers have attempted to explain

the variation in the interest rate sensitivity measure across banks by using balance sheet data to

account for differences in banks’ activities (Flannery and James (1984a, 1984b), Kwan(199 l)).

These papers find a significant relationship between balance sheet characteristics and banks’

interest rate risk exposure.

The market-model approach to interest rate risk measurement provides a way to assess the

relationship between derivatives and interest rate risk exposure that avoids the simultaneity

difficulties of some of the earlier work in this area.4 The market-based measure of interest rate

risk exposure can be seen as the “output” of banks’ attempts to manage their interest rate risk

exposure, using the “inputs” of balance sheet positions and derivatives. In other words, the

interest rate risk measures captured by the market model take into account the banks’ joint

decision-making process concerning the on- and off-balance sheet components that contribute to

overall interest rate risk exposure. Thus, the simultaneity problem in using both balance sheet gap

measures and measures of derivatives usage in a single regression is avoided. The next sections of

the paper describes the approach in greater detail.

4Choi, Elyasiani and Saunders (1996) use a three-factor model that incorporates changes
in both interest rates and exchange rates to examine the relationship between derivatives and
interest rate and exchange rates exposures. They estimate the model for a sample of 59 large U.S.
banking companies and find a significant relationship between the resulting interest and exchange
rate betas and the banks’ interest rate and exchange rate derivatives usage. Because the focus of
their analysis is on the joint impact of interest and exchange rate derivatives on risk exposure, it is
difficult to derive a clear indication of the net impact of derivatives on interest rate risk exposure
from their results.
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Section 3: Market Model Regressions and Interest Rate Sensitivity

The foundation of the empirical analysis in this paper is a series of annual market model

regressions relating the return on a bank holding company’s common stock to the return on the

market and a term designed to capture changes in interest rates. The basic form of the regression

is:

(1)

where rkt is the return on BHC k’s stock in week t, rmt is the return on the S&P 500 index in week

t, and dit is the interest rate term, defined as:

(2) d it = -(i t - it -1)/(l + i t -1) ,

where it is the yield on the constant maturity ten-year Treasury bond. 5 Note that dit is the

negative of change in the total return on the Treasury security, so that an increase in yield results

in a decrease in dit.

BHC k’s stock to changes in interest rates, controlling for changes in the return on the market. In

that sense, it can be interpreted as a measure of BHC k’s interest rate risk exposure. In particular,

the coefficient is an estimate of the modified duration of the BHC’s equity. A positive interest

rate beta implies that the value of the BHC’s equity tends to decrease when interest rates rise,

while a negative beta implies the opposite. Thus, the sign and magnitude of the interest rate beta

‘The analysis described in this and the subsequent sections of the paper was also
performed using a range of alternative Treasury rates. The results for yields on Treasury
securities ranging from 2 to 30 years were similar to those discussed in the text.
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give an indication of the direction and extent of the repricing mismatches inherent in a BHC’s on-

and off-balance sheet positions. (Note that a positive beta corresponds to the traditional view of

banks as borrowing short-term and lending long-term.)

As specified in equation (1) above, however, the interest rate beta is only a partial

measure of interest rate risk exposure. Changes in the interest rate environment may also affect

the return on the market and, through that channel, BHC equity values. In order to get a total

measure of each BHC’s interest rate risk exposure, the market return variable, rmt, was

decomposed into two portions by regressing it on a constant and di t. The residuals from this

regression capture the portion of rmt that is uncorrelated with the interest rate term, dit. By

substituting these residuals for rmt
in the market model equation, the coefficient on dit will reflect

both the direct influence of changes in interest rates on BHC equity values and the indirect

influences working through changes in the market rate of return.6

The data used in these regressions consist of weekly stock return data for 139 BHCs

whose stock traded publicly at some point during the period 1986 to 1994.7 The sample was

constructed by matching bank holding companies listed in the 1985 Bank Compustat database

with stock return data from the Center for Research in Securities Prices (CRSP). The 139 BHCs

in the resulting sample have a median asset size of just over $9 billion (see Table 1), so they are

significantly larger on average than the population of U. S. BHCs as a whole. The sample includes

6This approach was also taken in Flannery and James (1984a, 1984b), among others.

‘Note that this is the same basic data set used in the two Demsetz and Strahan (1995,
forthcoming) papers. A full description of the construction of the weekly stock return data set is
included in Demsetz and Strahan (forthcoming).
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nearly all the largest U.S. bank holding companies, as well as many smaller ones (the smallest

BHC in the sample has total assets of just over $240 million).

The market model regressions were estimated annually between 1986 and 1994 for each

BHC whose stock traded publicly for at least 30 weeks in a given year. This process results in a

sample. Given the method of constructing the sample, a number of BHCs drop out of the sample

going forward from 1986, due primarily to mergers and to failures. This means that the number

of BHCs for which the market model regression is estimated varies over the sample period, from a

high of 134 in 1986 to a low of 76 in 1994. In total, there are 944 BHC/year observations.

Table 1 presents aggregate information on the interest rate betas that result from these

annual regressions. The table presents information for the sample as a whole (1986 to 1994) and

for two sub-periods, 1986-90 and 1991-94. In each of the two sub-periods and overall, the

average interest rate beta is positive, suggesting that an increase in interest rates (a decrease in dit)

leads to a decrease in BHC equity values. This is consistent with the traditional view of banks as

borrowing short-term and lending long-term. In fact, more than 80 percent of the interest rate

betas in the sample are positive, suggesting that BHCs with this profile dominate the sample.

Table 2 presents a more detailed annual breakdown of the market model regressions. The

results reported in this table are from regressions of the average return (equally weighted) for all

BHCs in the sample in a given year on the return on the market and the interest rate term. The

regression for 1987 also contains a dummy variable for the week of the stock market crash.

These regressions are representative of the results across the BHCs contained in the sample for a

given year. Consistent with the findings of earlier studies, there is considerable variation across
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years in both the coefficients on the market return and on the interest rate term.* In seven of the

nine years, the interest rate beta from these aggregate regressions is positive and significant

different from zero. Again, this finding is consistent with the idea that a typical bank in the sample

has the traditional profile of borrowing short-term and lending long-term.9

Section 4: Derivatives, Portfolio characteristics and Interest Rate Risk Exposure

In this section, we examine the relationship between the interest rate betas estimated

above and BHCs’ on- and off-balance sheet activities to get a sense of derivatives’ contribution to

BHCs’ interest rate risk exposures. The approach used is based on the methodology developed in

Flannery and James (1984b), with extensions to take account of BHCs’ derivatives activities. In

particular, the interest rate betas are regressed on a series of variables that reflect the composition

of the BHCs’ balance sheets and the scope of their derivatives activities. This analysis can

provide insight into the relative interest rate sensitivity of various categories of assets and

liabilities. as well as into the contribution that interest rate derivatives make to the BHC’s overall

interest rate risk exposure.

Overview of the data set

The first step in constructing the data set was to gather information about the balance

sheet composition and derivatives activities of the BHCs in the sample. In particular, data from

8The hypothesis that the coefficients on these aggregate regressions are stable over time is
strongly rejected. The hypothesis is also strongly rejected when the sample is limited to those 75
BHCs that appear in each year.

9In interpreting the betas, it is important to note that they are estimates that are subject to
measurement error. In particular, it is not clear how much of the year-to-year variation in the
betas is indicative of actual changes in interest rate risk exposure, and how much reflects changes
that arise from other sources. As discussed in the next section, the possibility of random year-to-
year variation in interest rate betas is in part the motivation for including annual fixed effects in
the second-stage regressions.
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the June “Consolidated Financial Statements for Bank Holding Companies” (Federal Reserve Y-

9C reports) were collected for each BHC for each year in the sample. These data consist of

information about the BHCs’ major balance sheet positions and derivatives exposures, as well as

some limited information about the repricing and maturity characteristics of certain interest-

earning assets and liabilities.

Specifically, the Y-9C reports contain information about the amount of interest-earning

assets (primarily loans and securities) whose maturity or next repricing date is within one year. In

addition, the report also divides time deposits into those that reprice or mature within and beyond

one year. 10 Using these data, it is possible to construct a rough measure of the one-year interest

rate “gap” for each BHC as the difference between assets and liabilities that reprice or mature

within one year. This measure is an approximation because it omits deposits in foreign offices

and because the maturity/repricing information does not take into account expected prepayments

or withdrawals. Table 3 summarizes this “gap” measure along with the other balance sheet

10In fact, this variable turned out to be mis-reported for a large number of BHCs in the
sample in that the “less than one year” component was larger than total time deposits as reported
in the balance sheet portion of the financial statement. In order to correct for this mis-reporting,
bank-level data were used. Specifically, data on the maturity/repricing characteristics of domestic
time deposits for each commercial bank within a BHC were collected from bank-level Call
Reports (examination of these data suggest that they do not suffer from the same reporting
problems as the BHC-level data). These data were aggregated across banks within a holding
company, and the ratio of time deposits under one year to total domestic time deposits was
calculated. This ratio was then applied to total domestic time deposits for the BHC to obtain an
estimate of total domestic time deposits under one year for the consolidated BHC. Note that this
figure is an estimate because it does not take proper account of any intra-BHC deposits nor does
it incorporate deposits at thrift subsidiaries in the calculation of the under-one-year ratio.
Nonetheless, it seems a reasonable approach; for several of the BHCs in the sample, the approach
precisely replicates the volume of under one year time deposits reported on the Y-9C reports.
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categories used in the analysis. To provide a sense of scale, each variable is reported as a share of

total assets. 11

Aside from the one-year “gap” variable (reported in the table as Net Assets< 1 Year), the

asset variables include net assets over 1 year, positions in cash, trading account assets, mortgage

servicing rights (a component of intangible assets), and net other assets. The categories on the

liability side of the balance sheet primarily reflect so-called core deposits. These categories

include demand deposits, NOW account deposits and savings account deposits, all of which have

undetermined maturities and thus uncertain interest rate risk characteristics. Finally, the table also

reports summary statistics for foreign deposits. Since these deposits may be denominated in

currencies other than the U.S. dollar, their interest rate risk characteristics may differ significantly

from domestic deposits. Thus, they are treated as a separate balance sheet category in the

analysis.

The Y-9C reports also contain information about the notional principal amount of interest

rate swaps held by

beginning in 1990,

BHCs. These data are available for the entire sample period. In addition,

the reports contain information on the notional principal amounts of BHCs’

total interest rate derivatives (including swaps, forwards, future and options) and overall

derivatives positions (swaps, forwards, futures and options based on interest rates, exchange

rates, equity prices, commodity prices and other underlying instruments).

Summary statistics for these variables are reported in the final panel of Table 3. As the

table indicates, about 70 percent of the observations have positive levels of interest rate swaps,

llAs discussed below, these variables will be scaled by the market value of equity in the
regressions. However, using total assets as a scaler provides a more intuitive sense of the
variables for summary purposes.
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with a somewhat higher fraction in the 1991-94 period. This

considerably higher than for the banking system as a whole12,

rate of derivatives usage is

reflecting the predominance of

larger bank holding companies in the sample. While the notional principal amounts of interest rate

swaps are as high as 6 times total assets for some BHCs in the sample, the average level is

considerably lower (about 25 percent of total assets among those observations that have positive

notional values). The figures for all interest rate derivatives and for total derivatives for the

second half of the sample are similar.

Derivation of the regression model

The basic estimation model is a cross-sectional regression that decomposes the duration of

each BHC’s equity -- as calculated in the market model regressions -- into the contributions made

by the various on- and off-balance sheet positions described above. This approach was used in

Flannery and James(1984b) to assess the “effective maturity” of core deposits, and can be

extended to take account of the full range of BHCs’ on- and off-balance sheet activities.

To begin, assume that a BHC has m types of assets (e.g., loans, leases, securities) and n

types of liabilities (e.g., demand deposits, savings deposits, etc.). In this case, the following

relationship holds:

12 See Simons(1995) for a description of the rate of interest rate derivatives usage among
U.S. commercial banks. She find that in 1993, about 17 percent of banks with assets greater than
$100 million reported using interest rate derivatives. Among banks with assets greater than $500
million, the rate of usage was 55 percent.
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Equation (3) simply says that the duration of BHC k’s equity is the duration of its assets minus

the duration of its liabilities, where assets and liabilities are weighted by their proportional shares

of equity.

Equation (3) holds for any particular BHC for a given point in time. Looking across

BHCs over time, and making some further adjustments to reflect the nature of the data available

from BHC regulatory reports, the regression equation that results is:

subscript k,t indicates BHC k in year t of the sample. 12 This form of the equation replaces the

market values of the various categories of assets and Inabilities with the corresponding book

are reported in BHC regulatory reports. In addition, the equation imposes the balance sheet

identity that equity equals assets minus liabilities, and omits one asset category. Thus, the

the error term arises from measurement error in the estimation of the betas in the market model
regression. The second component is produced by the aggregation of equation (3) across BHCs

are averages over BHCs and over time.
This means that the error contains terms that reflect the deviation of the BHC/year-specific

heteroskedastic since the variance of the error will be a function of the squares of the balance
sheet weights. This is the standard “random coefficients” model (see Judge et. al. (1980) for a
discussion). Given this structure, it is possible to use an iterative weighted least squares technique
to account for the heteroskedasticity introduced by these terms. However, the results of that
technique proved to be unstable. Instead, the correction for generalized heteroskedasticity in
White (1980) was used in the estimates.
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reflect the difference between duration of the balance sheet category

book value for that balance sheet category. Because the equation has been pooled, all the

coefficients represent average values across BHCs and over time.

Finally, this equation can be augmented to introduce variables to control for factors

beyond basic portfolio composition that influence a particular BHC’s interest rate risk exposure:

    is the corresponding coefficient vector and

work that follows, the primary variable introduced in this fashion is the extent of each BHC’s

interest rate swap activity,

As a last point, it is important to note that the regression preserves the sign (positive or

negative) of the interest rate betas. The sign of the interest rate beta provides an indication of the

direction of a BHC’s interest rate risk exposure. In measuring the extent of interest rate risk,

however, both positive and negative betas can imply significant interest rate risk exposure. Thus,

in interpreting the coefficients, it is important to remember that a coefficient indicating that an

increase in a particular balance sheet category increases the interest rate beta does not necessarily

indicate an increase in interest rate risk. Only for those BHCs with positive interest rate betas --
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about 80 percent of the observations -- does an increase in the interest rate beta correspond to an

increase in interest rate risk exposure. 13

Estimation results

The first two columns of Table 4 present the results of the basic regression described in

equation (5). Two sets of estimates are presented: one set including year dummies to control for

variation across time (in the first column), and a second set including both year and BHC-level

dummies (reported in the second column). The regression results in these columns cover the

entire sample period (1986 to 1994).

The specification of the regression equation incorporates on-balance sheet share variables

that reflect the asset and liability categories discussed above. The omitted balance sheet category

is net assets under 1 year, so the coefficients can be interpreted as providing an indication of the

duration of the particular balance sheet category relative to positions under 1 year.

The regressions also incorporate two variables intended to control for other BHC-specific

factors: the notional principal amounts of interest rate swaps (scaled by the market value of

equity) and the log of BHC asset size (in 1994 dollars). BHC asset size is included to control

differences in interest rate risk exposure that might be caused by differences in the types of

for

businesses and customers at large and small banks. In addition, large bank holding companies

may have access to markets and products (e.g., wholesale or foreign deposits) that significantly

alter their interest rate risk profiles as compared to smaller institutions.

13The regressions reported in the paper were also run using the

Banks of different sizes

absolute value of the
interest rate beta as the dependent variable. The results concerning derivatives are similar to
those reported below, although the explanatory power of the balance sheet variables is
significantly reduced. This last result is not surprising since the balance sheet variables retain the
direction of interest rate risk exposure.
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may also have differing appetites for risk. 14 Finally, since derivatives usage tends to be positively

correlated with

the coefficients

factors.

asset size, it is important to control for asset size in the regression to ensure

on the derivatives variable are not capturing the effects of other size-related

that

Turning first to the balance sheet variables, the results suggest that, as anticipated,

portfolio composition is a significant determinant of a BHC’s interest rate risk exposure. The

hypothesis that the coefficients on the portfolio share variables are equal to zero is strongly

rejected. On the liability side, the results suggest that demand deposits have a duration that

exceeds the duration of the under one year category. 15 Several asset categories also have effective

maturities that differ significantly from the duration of the under one year category. In particular,

cash positions appear to have an effective maturity that exceeds that of net assets under one

year. 16 As would be expected, net assets over 1 year also exhibit a higher duration than under one

year positions. The results for the remaining balance sheet categories tend to be sensitive to

whether the BHC-level fixed effects are included in the specification. The hypothesis that the

BHC dummies are equal to zero is strongly rejected, suggesting that there may be important

14 See Demsetz and Strahan (1 995, forthcoming) for a discussion of the relationship
between bank holding company asset size and risk.

15The finding for demand deposits is consistent with the findings in Flannery and James
(1984b). Flannery and James also found evidence that savings deposits had longer effective
maturities than positions under one year, but the results in Table 4 do not support this conclusion:
the coefficients on both NOW accounts and savings accounts are not significantly different from
zero.

16This finding is also consistent with the results in Flannery and James(1984b).
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cross-sectional differences in BHC interest rate risk exposure that go beyond basic portfolio

composition.

The coefficients on the interest rate swaps variable are not significant in either

specification of the equation. Unfortunately, given the nature of the derivatives data used in the

analysis, it is difficult to interpret this result. On the one hand, the insignificant coefficients could

signal that the extent to which BHCs use interest rate swaps has no bearing on their interest rate

risk exposure, once portfolio characteristics and asset size have been controlled for. On the other

hand, the shortcomings of the available data could be masking an important contribution by these

derivatives positions.

Specifically, the notional principal amounts available on the Y-9C reports give no

indication of the sensitivity of a particular bank’s derivatives contracts to interest rate movements.

The impact of a given bank’s derivative contracts on its interest rate risk exposure depends

crucially on whether the contracts tend to be “pay fixed’ or “receive fixed”, as well as on other

characteristics such as the maturity of the contract and the frequency of the payments. The

regression coefficients tend to reflect the average of these characteristics across bank holding

companies. Thus, to the extent that BHCs differ in the nature of their derivatives usage, it is

possible that the interest rate swaps variable might not enter a regression significantly, even if

derivatives play an important role in banks’ interest rate risk management.17

17It is also worth noting that derivatives enter the regression through another channel. In
the Y-9C data, the net marked-to-market value of derivative contracts across all counterparties is
included in trading account assets, if the net amount is positive. If the net amount is negative, it is
included in other liabilities, a component of net other assets. However, since the contribution of
derivatives to these items cannot be broken out separately for most of the sample period, it is
difficult to develop a systematic analysis of their influence through this channel.
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It is also possible that the coefficient on interest rate swaps fails to enter the equation

significantly because the way that banks use such instruments has changed over the course of the

sample period. It is certainly the case that the prevalence of derivatives usage by banks increased

markedly during the years in question: the notional value of all derivatives held by U. S.

commercial banks increased from 38 percent of total assets in 1986 to nearly 400 percent of total

assets in 1994 (Berger, Kashyap and Scalise( 1995)). This growth is paralleled in the regression

sample, where the percentage of observations with positive notional principal amounts for interest

rates swaps rose from 63 percent in 1986 to 83 percent in 1994, and the average notional value

increased from 42 percent to 100 percent of total assets over the same period.

The growth of derivatives usage by banks suggests that the role played by derivatives in

interest rate risk management may have changed over this period. In order to capture these

effects, the basic regression analysis is also conducted for each of two sub-periods (1986-90 and

1991-94) that divide the sample period approximately in half. These results are presented in the

third through eighth columns of Table 4. The regressions for the later period are also estimated

using the notional amounts of all interest rate derivatives and all derivatives (scaled by the market

value of equity) as the measures of a BHC’s derivatives activities. Given the statistical

significance of the BHC-level fixed effects, the discussion that follows will concentrate primarily

on the regression specification that includes the fixed effects (the fourth and sixth to eighth

columns). Both specifications are reported in the tables, however.

Turning briefly to the results concerning BHCs’ on-balance sheet activities, the results

suggest that the relationship between these activities and interest rate risk exposures may have

changed over the sample period. Overall, the hypothesis that the coefficients on the balance sheet
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share variables are constant between the two sub-periods is strongly rejected. Changes in the

coefficients over the sample period may reflect developments in financial markets that have altered

the general interest rate sensitivity of the broad balance sheet categories used in the analysis. 18

For instance, the rise in alternative deposit-like investments such as mutual funds has altered the

ability of retail depositors to react to changes in the interest rate environment, which may have

affected the interest rate sensitivity of the various core deposit categories.

Turning to the derivatives variables, the regression results suggest that derivatives may

have played a significant role in determining BHCs’ interest rate risk exposures for at least part of

the sample period. As with the results for the entire sample, there is no evidence of a significant

relationship between the scale of a BHC’s derivatives usage and its interest rate risk exposure

during the 1986-90 period. However, the results suggest that increases in the notional amounts

of interest rate derivatives at a given BHC were associated with higher interest rate betas during

the 1991-94 period. The coefficients on both interest rate swaps and all interest rate derivatives

are positive and statistically significant in the 1991-94 regressions. In contrast, the coefficient on

total derivatives -- including derivatives based on equity prices, foreign exchange rates,

commodity prices and other underlying instruments -- does not enter the equation significantly

(though it is positive).

Although the coefficients on the interest rate swaps variable are statistically significant,

they suggest that derivatives usage may have had only a marginal impact on the size of the interest

18Note that linking changes in the coefficients with changes in the duration of the various
balance sheet categories (relative to under one year positions) assumes that the average ratio of
the market to book value for these categories remained relatively constant between the two
periods. If this is not the case, then the change in magnitude of the coefficients could be
attributable to changes in the market-to-book ratio.



-21-

rate betas. In particular, an increase in the interest rate swap variable from the median to the 75th

percentile value implies an increase in the interest rate beta of just over 3 percent relative to the

average. The impact of an increase of the interest rate swap variable to the 90th percentile value

is somewhat larger -- 27 percent of the average interest rate beta. The figures for the equation

involving all interest rate swaps are quite similar. These results suggest that although the impact

of the derivatives on interest rate risk exposure is meaningful in statistical terms, it might be the

case that its economic significance is fairly small.

The figures cited above reflect the average impact of interest rate swaps across all BHCs

in the sample. There is reason to believe, however, that the relationship between interest rate risk

exposure and interest rate swaps may vary across BHCs of different size groups. Gorton and

Rosen (1995), for instance, find that the relationship between the interest rate risk exposures

arising from banks’ swaps portfolios and from the rest of their activities differs significantly by

asset size group. Specifically, their finding that banks’ swaps portfolios tend to be hedged by

other activities pertains primarily to derivatives dealer banks and other very large (top 30)

institutions. More generally, it seems important to consider potential differences in the behavior

of the very large institutions that are significant users and dealers in derivatives and other bank

holding companies. As discussed above, derivatives activities at U. S. commercial banks are

heavily concentrated in a comparatively small number of institutions that serve as dealers to other

banks, to non-bank financial institutions and to non-financial end-users. Most of these dealer

institutions are included in the sample of 139 BHCs that form the basis of this analysis.

In order to assess the impact of derivatives dealers on the results discussed above, the

regressions were run allowing separate coefficients on the interest rate swap variable for bank
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holding companies of different sizes. Specifically, the observations were segregated into four

groups: the nine BHCs with heavy concentrations in derivatives activities19, BHCs with assets

greater than $25 billion but not among the nine dealer BHCs, BHCs with assets between $5 and

$25 billion, and BHCs with assets less than $5 billion (all asset figures are in 1994 dollars). The

results of these regressions are reported in Table 5. As the table indicates, there appears to be

variation across size categories in the impact made by derivatives on interest rate risk exposure in

the 1991-94 period. In particular, the coefficients on the interest rate swap variables are

significant only for the dealer BHCs and for BHCs with assets under $5 billion. For the

intermediate size categories, the coefficients are not statistically significant, although they are

positive. Thus, these results suggest that the aggregate findings reported in Table 4 may have

been driven primarily by the largest and smallest BHCs in the sample.

The results further suggest that there may be important differences in the magnitude of the

impact of changes in interest rate swap usage on the size of the interest rate betas. In particular,

an increase in the interest rate swap variable from the median to the 75th percentile value for the

nine dealer banks implies an increase in the interest rate beta equivalent to nearly 24 percent of the

average for the dealer banks. An increase to the 90th percentile value implies more than a 50

percent increase from this average. In contrast, the implied impact of an increase in derivatives

usage is quite a bit smaller for the remaining BHC size categories. For the cohort with assets less

than $5 billion, an increase to the 75th percentile value implies more than a 9 percent increase

relative to the average beta for these observations. For BHCs with assets between $5 and $25

19These BHCs are BankAmerica, Bankers Trust, Chase Manhattan,
First Chicago, Manufacturers Hanover, J.P Morgan, and Security Pacific.

Chemical, Citicorp,
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billion and non-dealer BHCs with assets greater than $25 billion, the comparable figures are 6

percent and 4 percent, respectively. Thus, these results suggest that both in terms of statistical

significance and in terms of economic importance, the impact of interest rate swaps on interest

rate risk betas appears to be most marked at the nine dealer BHCs and, to a somewhat lesser

extent, at comparatively smaller, end-user institutions.

Interpretation of the interest rate swap coefficients

The results described above suggest that, at least for certain categories of BHCs, increases

in interest rate swap activity were associated with higher interest rate risk exposures during the

latter part of the sample period. At first glance, this result might seem consistent with the idea

that for these BHCs, derivatives tend to enhance, rather than to hedge, interest rate risk exposures

arising from other activities. This assertion would be consistent with the conclusions of some

earlier studies (Gunther and Siems (1995) and Sinkey and Carter (1994)), which argue that banks

view interest rate risk exposures arising from on- and off-balance sheet positions as substitutes for

one another.

However, there is an alternative interpretation of these results that is consistent the idea

that BHCs use derivatives to hedge interest rate risk exposure. Specifically, the positive

correlation between interest rate swap activity and interest rate risk exposures could reflect the

role of unobserved factors in the regression equation. In particular, there may be characteristics

of a BHC’s activities that are not captured by the fairly broad balance sheet categories used in the

regression equation, but that have significant influence on interest rate risk exposure. If the

interest rate risk exposures arising from these factors tend to be offset by the BHC’s interest rate
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swap positions, then this could produce the positive correlation between interest rate swap

activity and interest rate risk exposure reflected in the regression results.20

In contrast to the first interpretation, in this view the positive coefficients are consistent

with the idea that interest rate swaps tend to hedge interest rate risk exposures arising from the

BHC’s other activities, albeit less than filly. The positive coefficient on the interest rate swaps

variable could be interpreted as reflecting increases in the extent of swap activity by a particular

BHC as its interest rate risk exposures from other sources increase. In this sense, the coefficient

could actually be capturing the impact of other, unobserved portfolio characteristics.

The results in Tables 5 and 6 provide some insight into this issue. In particular, recall that

the coefficients on the interest rate swaps variables increase in size and become statistically

significant when the BHC-level fixed effects are included in the regression specification. This

result is consistent with the idea that there are important BHC-specific characteristics that affect

interest rate risk exposure and that the impact of interest rate derivatives is significant above and

beyond these BHC-specific characteristics. Thus, the results suggest that the coefficient on

interest rate swaps is not simply reflecting the impact of fixed BHC characteristics that tend to

result in higher interest rate risk exposures.

However, these results still leave open the possibility that time-varying BHC factors could

be driving the results. To gain further insight, the basic regression equations were re-estimated

including a series of additional time-varying variables intended to capture factors aside from basic

balance sheet composition that might contribute to changes in a BHC’s overall interest rate risk

20For this interpretation to be correct, it would have to be the case that interest rate swaps
offset some, but not all, of the impact of the unobserved portfolio factors on the BHC’s net
interest rate risk exposure.
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exposure. The idea behind this exercise is to see whether these additional risk variables eliminate

the statistical significance or reduce the size of the interest rate swaps coefficients. In that event,

it would be possible to conclude that the interest rate swap variable is indeed proxying for the

effects of unobserved portfolio characteristics, and, thus, that the second hypothesis is a

reasonable interpretation of the regression results.

These estimates are reported in Table 6. The regression specification includes five

additional risk variables, each of which is intended to capture a factor that might contribute to a

BHC’s interest rate risk exposure. In particular, these additional variables are (1) the volume of

1-4 family mortgages; (2) the volume of the BHC’s assets held in its Section 20 (securities

underwriting and trading) affiliates; (3) the notional amount of loan commitments outstanding; (4)

the volume of investment securities with remaining maturity greater than one year; and (5) the

volume of non-performing loans. In the regression, each of these risk variables is scaled by the

market value of equity.

As the results in Table 6 indicate, including these additional variables in the regression

specification does not eliminate the significance of the interest rate swaps variables. Among the

additional risk variables, only mortgage loans enters the equation with a statistically significant

coefficient (the coefficient on Section 20 assets is marginally significant when the interest rate

swap variable is not broken out by BHC asset size category).

These results fail to provide strong support for the second of the two interpretations

discussed above. Even when the additional risk variables are included in the regression

specification, the interest rate swaps variables continue to have positive and statistically significant

coefficients. For the dealer BHC group, the size of the interest rate swap coefficient is essentially
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unaffected by the additional risk variables, a result consistent with the idea that swaps tend to

enhance the interest rate risk exposures arising from other activities for the typical BHC in this

group of institutions. The coefficients for the two intermediate size categories actually increase in

this specification, though they remain at best marginally significant. Finally, even though the

coefficient for the smallest size category declines sharply (by about 35 percent), it remains

positive and significant.

Taken together, these results are consistent with the idea that swaps tend to enhance the

interest rate risk exposure arising from other activities for the typical BHC in the sample.

However, this conclusion must be tempered by the recognition that the list of additional risk

variables included in the regression is hardly exhaustive (though it makes use of much of the

relevant data available on the Y-9C reports). Thus, the idea that some other unobserved factor is

driving the results cannot be completely dismissed.

Section 5: Summary and Conclusions

The analysis discussed above attempts to link banks’ on-balance sheet positions and

derivatives activities to their interest rate risk exposure. The main findings of the analysis is that

there is evidence that increased usage of interest rate derivatives by a BHC is associated with

higher interest rate betas in the 1991-94 period, controlling for balance sheet composition and

asset size. This result is strongest for large, dealer BHCs and, to a somewhat lesser extent, for

smaller, end-user bank holding companies. These findings are consistent with the results of

earlier studies, both in the sense that there is a positive relationship between derivatives usage and

interest rate risk exposure and that this relationship varies across banks in different size

categories.
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This evidence must be used cautiously in drawing conclusions about BHCs’ behavior in

using interest rate derivatives. On the one hand, this correlation could indicate that swaps are

used to enhance interest rate risk exposure by the typical bank holding company in the sample.

Alternatively, the positive correlation could reflect the use of swaps to hedge interest rate risk

exposures arising from unobserved portfolio characteristics. In practice, it is difficult to

conclusively distinguish between these two interpretations of the regression results, although an

extended version of the basic regression equation provides support for the first interpretation.

In some sense, however, there may not be a economically meaningful distinction between

these two interpretations. Even if the second interpretation is correct -- that interest rate swaps

are used to hedge high interest rate risk exposures generated by other activities -- the results

suggest that this hedging is not complete. For at least some BHCs in the sample, increases in

derivatives usage continue to be correlated with higher-than-average interest rate risk exposures,

given the BHC’s basic portfolio composition. Whether this correlation results because BHCs

deliberately use interest rate swaps to enhance interest rate risk exposure or because BHCs fail to

use interest rate derivatives to reduce interest rate risk exposures fully back to “average” levels,

the relationship between derivatives usage and interest rate risk exposure remains.
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Table 1
Descriptive Statistics of the Data Set

Note: BHC asset size is in billions of 1994 dollars.
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Table 4
Impact of Portfolio Composition on Interest Rate Sensitivity

1986-1994 1986-1990 1991-1994

Note: Standard errors in parentheses. The standard errors have been corrected for generalized heteroskedasticity
using the correction in White (1980).

***Significant at the 1% level. **Significant at the 5% level. * Significant at the 10% level.



Table 5
Impact of Portfolio Composition on Interest Rate Sensitivity

Note: Standard errors in parentheses. The standard errors have been corrected for generalized
heteroskedasticity using the correction in White (1980).

*** Significant at the 1% level, ** Significant at the 5 % level, * Significant at the 10% level.



Table 6
Impact of Additional Risk Variables
on Interest Rate Swap Coefficients

1991 to 1994

Standard errors in parentheses. The standard errors have been corrected
for generalized heterskedasticity using the correction in White (1980).

All regressions control for portfolio shares and asset size,
and include BHC and year fixed effects.

*** Significant at the 1 % level. ** Significant at the 5 %. level.
* Significant at the 10% level.


