The Pakistan Development Review
31:4 Part II (Winter 1992) pp. 637-652

Female Participation in Housing Activities:
Some Assessment of the Socio-economic
and Cultural Impact

ESHYA MUJAHID-MUKHTAR and NOOR-UL-HASSAN

INTRODUCTION

The economic and social importance of shelter provision is universally well-
established. For an individual/family the acquisition of shelter is, on the basis of
its financial magnitude, among the most critical economic decisions. This decision
is usually permanent and in most cases made once-in-a-lifetime. The importance
of housing decision is even more pronounced for women in Pakistan, as a vast
majority of them are classified as ‘housewives’ and thus considered responsible
for the up-keep of the house. The quality of housing, therefore, is taken as being
reflective of their competence and, hence, social status.

It is in view of the foregoing that one expects an extensive and willing par-
ticipation of women in housing activities. However, a number of socio-economic
and cultural factors constrain this participation. The purpose of this paper is to
assess the impact (positive and negative) of socio-economic and cultural factors
upon female participation in housing activities in Pakistan. The study is divided
into the following sections: Section I highlights the role of women in the housing
activities, emphasising the types of participation, the nature of activities in which
women generally participate and the various socio-cultural and economic factors
which influence this participation. Section II presents the methodology and data.
Section III contains the results and the conclusion.

I. WOMEN’S ROLE IN HOUSING ACTIVITIES

Since no comprehensive work on the role of women in housing in Pakistan
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has been undertaken, therefore no statistical information exists in this context.1
In this regard, relying upon personal observations and verbal feedbacks, one can
only assert that although, at present, women in Pakistan play an active role in
the ‘housing’ process yet there is a potential for more participation at all stages
of the process.

Participation of women in housing stretches over a variety of activities: de-
cision-making about the various aspects of house-building and maintenance; fi-
nancial contribution; supervision of various activities and actual physical construc-
tion of the structure.

1. Types Of Participation by Women

Similar to men, women are also capable of participating in housing in the
following manner:

(i) Decision-making

This is an important aspect of participation. In more conservative societies,
women tend to be ignored in this process, and their input begins only after the
major decisions have been taken e.g., the decision to buy or move into a particular
house, or the decision to renovate or expand the covered area, etc.

(ii) Financial Contribution

In a society where most women are housewives and do not necessarily possess
very many assets, this type of participation is, though present, but limited. However,
many women contribute towards repairs, improvements, additions, etc. through
‘their’ savings, i.e., they ‘skim’ a portion of the household/kitchen budget and set
it aside for the time of need. These funds are readily available for the investment
in the quality of housing because the housing quality reflects not only the economic
status of the household, but also the social status of women.

(iii) Physical ‘Labour

Women perform two major types of physical activities in housing: supervisory
and/or actual physical construction of the house (or repairs, improvements and
maintenance).

This study has tried to incorporate the various physical activities in which
women indulge during the building or maintenance of the house. Details of the

1Iixcept the AERC/World Bank Study, 1989. This work is based on the data collected for
. that study.
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nature of activity e.g., construction of walls and roof, wood work, paint, etc. weré
specifically outlined in the survey. However, because of a better developed labour
market in the urban areas and the social stigma attached for the physical partic-
ipation of women in ‘rough and tough’ housing activities, incidence of physical
participation is expected to be relatively low in urban areas.

2. Housing Activities

Once the type of participation of women has been categorised, it is important
to briefly list the activities which form part of the overall ‘housing’ activity. These
include:

(i) Plot Acquisition

The role of women, with reference to the decision and purchase of the plot.
With no physical labour involved in this activity, women’s role is confined to the
decision and finances.

(ii) Purchase or Construction of House

Houses are either purchased or built on acquired plot. In the former
case, the question of physical input of the buyer is usually not relevant; therefore,
in such cases, only the decision and financial aspects of the women’s role are
applicable. In the latter case, however, the physical role becomes crucial.

(iii) Repairs/Maintenance

These activities are usually related to only the replacement of ‘wear and
tear’ of the house. Typically, these may include the replacement of water faucets,
electrical fittings, etc. It is important to mention that women are capable of

contributing in all aspects i.e. decision, finances and physical labour, in such
activities.

(iv) Improvements

These activities involve a betterment of the existing structure or facilities.
Typically, these include the conversion of katcha house to a pucca one. Installation
of netting to windows, etc. are examples of housing improvements. Once again,
similar to repairs, these activities may also involve women’s decisions, finances
and physical contribution.

(v) Additions

- Seldom does a house remain the same after some years. Most houses expe-



640 Mujahid-Mukhtar and Noor-ul-Hassan

rience renovation, with many changes such as more rooms, garages, servant quar-
ters. In residential units, the most common of such additions is the construction
of the top storey. Additions and/or alterations are fairly common and the role
of women in these additions is important for the assessment of women’s role in
housing.

3. Factors Influencing Participation of
Women in Housing

The above stated types of participation and housing activities should be
studied with reference to the following socio-economic and cultural factors: house-
hold income, family size, family system, education, employment, decision-making
and urban/rural and provincial location.

(i) Household Income

As regards the influence of household income upon the female participation
in housing activities is concerned, there are two types of opposing phenomena
which operate: the “need to pay” and the “ability to pay”. With increases in
family income, a women may not feel the need to pay, although she may possess
the ability to pay. On the other hand, a women of a poorer household may be
compelled by the need to contribute. It is, therefore, expected that although the
trend in financial participation of women may not necessarily change with an
increase in the household income, but physical participation of women in housing
activities is bound to decline with household affluence.

(ii) Family Size

The size of family. is likely to affect positively the participation of women in
housing activities: the greater the family size, there are likely to be more women
in the household, which increases the chances of female participation. Howcver,
it is quite likely that more women may also imply more elderly women who may
or not be able to participate, especially in physical activities. However, in physical
labour, the absolute number of male members (above 10 years of age) is likely
to adversely affect the participation of women.

(iii) Family Systems

The role, particularly the one related to decision-making, of a woman is
greatly influenced by the family system in which she lives. A mother-in-law enjoys
considerable authority in an extended family system. The daughter-in-law wields
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much more power in a nuclear family than in a system with other family members,
especially those of the husband’s. This study has identified three types of family
system in which the households exists:

(a) Nuclear Family: This includes the husband, wife, with or without their
children;

(b) Extended Family (with same budget): This includes a nuclear family,
with other family members (of either or both spouse), but who have
common expenses, especially of the kitchen; and

(c) Extended Family (with different budgets): This includes those defined
in (b) but with separate budgets for various individuals or nuclear units.

The women in nuclear families tend not only to wield greater authority in
household matters but are also psychologically well-aware of the fact that the
fruits of their efforts (physical labour or financial investments) will be totally
enjoyed only by their husband and children. Therefore, it is expected that in the
physical and financial involvement of women in housing activities, nuclear families
are likely to display a higher rate of female participation in relation to non-nuclear
families.

(iv) Education of Women

Educatio i considere B vita facto i determinin th 4degre io d4emancipatio 4i
awomen« mor educate woma 4i dno 4onl ibette 4traine fo worldl chores suc a
dhousin dactivities ietc. 4bu sh als earn B degre o relianc fro othe 4famil imember
t b entruste wit suc matters. '

However, the actual physical labour in housing activities is usually considered
to be a menial task, which requires a tough physique, and hence “unlady-like”
in the educated enclaves of society. It is, therefore, quite likely that education
will exert a negative impact upon the physical participation of women in housing
activities. One may, however, anticipate that financial contribution need not be
negatively correlated with education.

(v) Employment of Women

Similar to education, employment outside the house also equips a woman
with an ability not only to participate better in matters related to housing but
also to contribute financially in such activities. Employment also provides the
woman with a certain degree of confidence which can facilitate her physical and
supervisory participation in housing activities. On the other hand, an employed
woman may be restricted for time due to other responsibilities.
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(Vi) Decision-making

One of the most crucial factors which is likely to influence the involvement
of women in any financial or physical activity is the degree of her participation
in the decision-making process of that activity. It is anticipated that there will be
a strong positive relationship between the female decision-making and her sub-
sequent participation in any activity.

(vii) Urban/Rural Location

In a society like Pakistan, where major disparities in income, education, and
other socio-economic factors exist between the urban and rural sectors, there is
also a wide disparity between the attitudes and endowments of women. In gencral
attitude, an urban women tends to be less inclined towards hard physical labour
than the rural women who is capable of performing tasks which require more
physical hardship. This is supplemented by a better developed labour market in
the urban areas. In view of these qualities, one may expect a relatively higher
financial contribution of women in urban areas as compared to their rural coun-
terparts, whereas a higher physical participation of rural women as against urban
women.

II. METHODOLOY AND DATA

Given the various types of participation i.c., financial and physical, the impact
of various socio-economic and cultural variables was estimated for each type of
participation in each of the housing activities i.e., plot acquisition, construction,
repairs, improvemerits and additions.”

Financial Contribution

To measure the effect of a series of variables upon the financial contribution
of women in various housing activities, the following set of equations was estimated:

FCWi = a0 + al FSIZE + a2 INCOMEF + a3 INCOMEW +
a4 EMPLW + a5 EDUCW + a6 EXTS + a7 EXTD +
a8 DECWi + a9 DECBi + al0 P1 + all P2 + al12 P3
@13 URBAN ... ... . oo eei i e 1)

2Ordinaty Least Squares (OLS) were used to estimate the impact of vatious socio-economic
and cultural factors on financial and physical participation of women. As OLS and the limited-
dependent-variable techniques (logit and probit) yielded almost similar results, results from OLS
are quoted in the paper on the ground that they are easier to interpret.
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-

: Proportion of women in the household contributing financially

towards activity i, where i is plot acquisition, construction,
improvements or addition.

: Family size.

Famil incom (i R pe month).

: Income of the women in the household (in Rs per month).
: Dummy variable for the employment status of the woman re-

spondent.
1 = employed; 0 = otherwise.

: Dummy variable for the literacy status of the woman respondent.

1 = literate; 0 = otherwise.

: Dummy variable for extended family system with same budget.

1 = extended family with same budget; 0 = otherwise.

: Dummy variable for extended family system with different bud-

gets.

1 = extended family with different budgets; 0 = otherwise.
Dummy variable for women participating in decision-making in
activity i.

1 = women participated in decision; 0 = otherwise.

Dummy variable for both husband and wife participating in de-
cision-making ii activity i.

1 = both participated in decision; 0 = otherwise.

Dummy variable for the province, Balochistan.

1 = Balochistan; 0 = otherwise.

: Dummy variable for the province, North-West Frontier Province.

1 = NWFP; 0 = otherwise.

: Dummy variable for the province, Punjab.

1 = Punjab; 0 = otherwise.

: Dummy variable for the urban location.

1 = urban; 0 = otherwise.

Physical Participation

Physical participation of women in housing activities is sub-divided into two
types of activities: (i) the actual physical labour in construction, repairs, improve-
ments and additions; and (ii) the supervision of each of the above housing activity.
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One must however, include the absolute number of male and females as
explanatory variable in the specification for the physical participation of women
as it is expected that the presence of more men in the house is likely to reduce
the physical responsibilities of women especially with regards to the strenuous
housing activities.

The following set of equations were estimated for each of the supervisory
as well as actual physical participation of women in household activities:

PCWi = a0 + al MALE + a2 FEMALE + a3 INCOMEF
+ a4EMPLW + aSEDUCW + a6EXTS + aTEXTD
+ a8DECWi + a9DECBi + alOPl1 + 4ql1P2 + al12P3

+ @13 URBAN ... .. ... .. . o .. 2
and
SCWi = a0 + al MALE + a2 FEMALE + a3 INCOMEF
+ a4dEMPLW + a5SEDUCW + a6EXTS + a7EXTD
+ a8 DECWi + a9 DECBi + al0P1 + all P2
+ @12 P3 + al3URBAN ... .. . ..o ... 3)
Where:
PCWi . Proportion of women in the household contributing in terms of

actual physical labour in activity i, where i is construction of
house, improvements or additions.
SCWi : Proportion of women in the household supervising activity i,
where i is construction of house, improvements or addition.
MALE : Number of male family members (above 10 years of age).
FEMALE : Number of female family members (above 10 years of age).

The data for this analysis was obtained from the survey undertaken in 1989
for the AERC/World Bank study on the role of women in housing and housing
finance. The information was collected on a national level in all the four provinces
for both urban as well as rural areas. Although the data obtained were for both
owner-occupied as well as tenant households, but this analysis is limited to only
the owner households. The total number of households analysed is 829, with 370
belonging to urban areas and 454 to rural arcas. The household questionnaire
was based upon a male as well as a female module, with the latter being administered
by the female interviewers to that woman who knew the most about housing in
the family.



Female Participation in Housing Activities 645

III. RESULTS AND CONCLUSION

According to the sample, one clearly observes a uniform pattern across various
categories of socio-economic variables, such as income, family system, literacy
and employment: in financial contributions, urban women tend to display a higher
participation rate than rural females; for physical participation, the reverse pattern
holds (Table 1).

Table 1

Percentage of Households in which Women Participate
in Housing Activities by Selected Socio-economic Variables

Financial Contribution Physical Contribution
Rural Urban  All Rural Urban All
Family Income
Low 1333 5217  30.19 8529 7500 8200
Lower-middle  26.67 4595 3121 76.42 1765 69.29
Upper-middle  17.65 47.22  29.89 8043 5556 73.44
Upper 625 3846 3493 5714 3000 3514
Family System
Nuclear 2424 4836  37.56 8641 4237 7037
Same Budget 1837 3696 2737 6842 3333 57.14
Diff. Budget 20.00 2500 21.88 7500 4286 66.67
Literacy ’
Illiterate 2263 4503 3255 7817 4198 67.63
Literate 1111 3733 3039 7143 3000 47.06
Employment Status
Unemployed 2000 3828 29.23 76.73 3654 63.07
Employed 4167 9412 T4 8750 7143 8261

The econometric estimates provide quantifiable effects of various continuous
and dummy variables, indicating their (in)significance. With reference to the fi-
nancial contributions (Table 2), the following factors generally tend to exert a
positive and significant impact upon the proportion of women contributing finan-
cially towards various housing activities: women’s own income, their employment,
their involvement in the decision-making process for that particular activity, the
nuclearity of the hoysehold and its urban location.
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Table 2 4

Regression Estimates for Financial Contribution
of Women in Various Housing Activities

Proportion of Women in Household Contributing
Financially Towards
Dependent Plot Construc-  Repairs  Improve- Additions
Variable tion ments

Explanatory Var.

Constant 0.01 -005 —0.05 0.09 0.07
(018) (-152)  (-1.66) (2.13) (1.23)
Family Size -0004  —0.001 -0.001 -0.005 -0.004

(-077)  (061)  (066) (-159)  (-127)
Family Income  —0.000002 —0.0000003 —-0.000001 - —0.0000005 —-0.000002

(-111)  (027)  (-176)  (034)  (-0.92)
Women’s Income ~ 0.00002 000002  0.00002 000006  0.000006

(178)  (206) (224) (4.43) (0.58)

Employment 0.12 0.12 0.17 0.12 0.09
(1.74) (332) (548) (2.24) (1.64)
Literacy -0.03 -0.03 0.02 -0.02 0.002
| (-074)  (-1.44) (098)  (-0.94) (0.08)
Ext. Family —0.06 —0.02 0.02 —0.03 -0.02
(Same ‘Budgets) (-2.04) (-1.31) (1.52) (-1.29) (-0.61)
Ext. Family —0.06 —0.06 0.02 -0.005 —0.05
(Diff. Budgets) (-0.99)  (=2.06) (056)  (022)  (-114)
Decision 0.20 021 0.04 0.05 0.04
by Women (3.33) (4.49) (239) (1.59) (1.25)
Decision by 0.02 -0.03 0.01 —0.005 0.05
Husband- and Wife (0.37) (-0.99) (0.63) (-0.22) (1.91)
Urban 0.07 0.08 0.04 -0.01 0.01
. (1.93) (4.76) (261)  (-0.59) (0.42)
Balochistan 0.20 0.04 0.06 0.08 -0.03
(3.19) (1.59) (2.59) (2.05) (-0.64)

NWFP 0.01 0.01 -0.01 —0.02 -0.03
(018)  (036)  (-043)  (-051) (-0.86)

Punjab 0.05 0.03 -0.005 0.03 0.02
(147) (1.53)  (-166) (1.04) (0.64)

No. of Obs. 302 741 298 367 315

R 0.20 0.12 0.22 0.15 0.06

Note: Terms in parantheses are the r-statistics. In the regression table, employment and literacy
variables correspond to the female respondent only. The omitted category for the extended
family dummies is the nuclear family. The omitted category in the decision dummies is
the decision by only the men. The omitted category in the provincial dummy is Sindh.
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The negative, although insignificant, coefficient for family size indicates that
either larger families tend to have more men, or that most women are not able
to afford any financial participation. It is easier to understand the negative, although
insignificant, effect of the family income variable as the inclusion of women’s own
income variable in the regression renders the former as capturing the changes in
men’s incomes only. Literacy fails to generate a significant effect in any activity.

In physical participation (Table 3), the nuclearity of the household, the in-
volvement of the woman in the decision-making process, her employment and
the rural location of the household indicate a positive influence upon the proportion
of women contributing to the housing activities. As expected, literacy exerts a
negative, generally significant, effect upon physical contributions.

A striking feature, contrary to expectations, in the regressions for supervision
and physical participation is the negative and significant effect of the number of
adult females. The only explanation one may provide is that the physical contri-
butions to housing activities require a tough physique and a certain degree of
skill which all women in the household (particularly the elderly) may not be able
to possess and as such their number may increase in absolute terms, but as a
proportion the contributing women may decline. (The positive, though mostly
insignificant, effect of the adult males on the physical participation of women
was also not expected.)

In the estimates for supervision (Table 4) the pattern is somewhat unclear.
However, the important variables, influencing positively and significantly the su-
pervisory role of women include woman’s employment and her involvement in
the decision-making process.

In light of the above analyses, one may conclude that women tend to play
a significant role in the activities related to housing and housing finance. However,
this role is defined by a series of socio-economic and cultural factors related to
location, family system, women’s employment and their participation in the de-
cision-making process.

Urban women tend to contribute more towards financial requirements of
housing activities, whereas rural women are more active in the physical aspect
of such activities. It is also observed that employed women are more involved
both financially as well as physically in housing activities than the unemployed
women. As regards the family system, women belonging to nuclear households
tend to participate more than those residing in joint units. The involvement
of women in the decision-making process is a vital determinant of their par-
ticipation in the various types of housing activities.

In the regression table, employment and literacy variables correspond to
the female respondent only.
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Table 3

Regression Estimates for Physical Participation
of Women in Various Housing Activities

Proportion of Women in Household Participating

Dependent Physically Towards
Variable Construction Repairs  Improvements Additions
Explanatory Var.
Constant 0.29 0.67 047 047
- (5.36) (8.90) (6.80) (6.60)
No. of Adult -0.032 -0.025 -0.037 -0.033
Women (-339) (-1.81) (-3.15) (-2.89)
No. of Adult Men  0.007336 0.003118 0.010870 —0.002790
(1.07) (0.30) (1.20) (-0.30)
Family Income 0.0000018 -0.0000013  -0.0000017  -0.000000
0.97) (-0.60) (-0.79) (-0.17)
Employment 0.00668 0.22529 0.13690 0.25233
(0.12) (2.62) (1.78) (3.249)
Literacy -0.02 -0.09 -0.06 -0.05
(-0.71) (-2.05) (-1.54) (-1.40)
Ext. Family -0.06 -0.06 -0.05 -0.03
(Same Budgets) (-2.32) (-1.58) (-1.49) (-097)
Ext. Family -0.03 -0.04 0.02 -0.04
(Diff. Budgets) (-0.65) (-0.48) (0.36) (-0.72)
Decision 0.08 0.14 0.09 0.04
by Women (1.38) (2.96) (1.82) (0.82)
Decision by -0.05 -0.005 0.05 0.04
Husband and Wife (-1.21) (-0.10) (1.39) (1.06)
Urban -0.07 -0.26 -0.19 . -0.17
(-249) (-6.35) (-5.49) (—4.98)
Balochistan -0.05 -0.15 -0.03 -0.01
(-1.01) (-2.12) (-0.50) (-0.20)
NWFP -0.03 0.009 0.01 -0.005
(-0.86) (0.19) (0.26) (-0.10)
Punjab 0.01 -0.02 0.09 0.07
(0.48) (-0.55) (237) (1.86)
Nzo. of Obs. 394 311 372 324
R 0.10 0.26 0.20 0.19
Note:  Terms in parantheses are the f-statistics.

The ommitted categories of the dummies remain the same as in Table 2.
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Regression Estimates for Supervision by Women

Table 4

in Various Housing Activities

649

Proportion of Women in Houschold Participating

Dependent Physically Towards
Variable Construction Repairs  Improvements Additions
Explanatory Var.
Constant 0.12 0.13 0.22 0.27
(2.29) (1.88) (3.24) (3.81)
No. of Women -0.02 -0.01 -0.03 -0.03
(-1.93) (-1.05) (-2.86) (-3.01)
No. of Men 0.015 -0.003 -0.006 -0.003
(2.10) (-0.31) (-0.68) (-0.33)
Family Income -0.000002 -0.000004 -0.000001 -0.000001
_ (-1.23) (-2.07) (-0.75) (-0.75)
Employment 0.08 0.28 0.15 -0.03
(1.37) (3.60) (1.94) (-0.38)
Literacy -0.01 -0.02 0.01 -0.006
(-0.33) (-0.53) 0.27) (-0.16)
Extended Family -0.06 0.01 -0.03 -0.05
(Same Budget) (-2.18) (0.26) (-0.82) - (-130)
Extended Family 0.01 0.02 0.06 0.003
(Diff. Budget) (0.11) (0.32) (1.03) (0.05)
Decision by 0.11 0.12 0.05 0.05
Women (1.90) (2.52) (1.12) 0.97)
Decision by -0.02 0.04 0.07 0.04
Husband and Wife (-0.56) (091) (1.87) (1.05)
Urban -0.01 0.02 -0.01 -0.03
(-0.39) (0.55) (-0.39) (-0.75)
Balochistan -0.01 -0.04 0.02 -0.02
(-0.30) (-0.63) (0.30) (-0.33)
NWFP 0.001 0.02 -0.04 -0.05
(0.04) (0.34) (-0.78) (-1.10)
Punjab 0.07 0.05 0.10 0.08
(2.26) (1.17) (2.41) (1.97)
No. of Obs. 389 304 371 320
R 0.09 0.11 0.12 0.11

Note:  Terms in parantheses are the f-statistics.
The ommitted categories of the dummies remain the same as in Table 2.



Comments on
“Female Participation in Housing Activities:
Some Assessment of the Socio-economic and Cultural Impact”

The paper addresses an important issue which has so far received little
attention from researchers and the authors should be commended for taking the
initiative in this area. The main objective of the paper is to assess the influence
of so¢io-economic and cultural factors on women’s participation in various types
of housing activities. The, paper distinguishes between three types of participa-
tion—financial contribution, physical labour and participation at the decision-mak-
ing level. However the article only concentrates on women’s financial and physical
contribution to housing.

The first few comments relate to the statistical analysis which is the main
focus of the paper. The regression equation incorporates a wide range of factors
which are expected to influence women’s participation in housing activities such
as women’s income, employment and education, household income etc. However
the regression specification does not include variables for age and for the rela-
tionship of the respondent to the head of household. In the context of Pakistan
these two characteristics of the respondents would be expected to have consid-
erable influence on all aspects of participation in housing activities. For instance
the contribution of an elderly mother-in-law is likely to be quite different from
that of a young unmarried girl.

Another shorfcoming of the regression specification is the use of a dummy
variable for women’s employment status which has only two possible outcomes
that a women is employed or she is unemployed. This totally disregards the con-
siderable evidence for Pakistan as well as for other Third World countries that
it is not cmployinent per se which influences women’s behaviour but the type of
‘employment. The control over resources or a say in household decision-making
are likely to be different for women engaged in subsistence production on their
own farm to those of women involved in the market economy and within the
market economy between women working in the formal and in the informal sectors.
It would have been useful to allow for more detail by including three or four
broad categories of employment in the analysis ranging from subsistence produc-
tion to work in the formal sector. Similarly the dummy variable for literacy does
not capture the influence of varying levels of education.

With respect to the regression results, some of the findings are counter
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intuitive and need further explanation, for instance, the positive and significant’
coefficient for Balochistan as an explanatory variable for women’s financial con-
tribution to housing activities is puzzling, It is not clear why Balochi women should
be more likely to make a financial contribution to housing as compared to women
from other provinces, specially in view of the relatively lower status of women in
that area in terms of education, employment etc. Similarly physical participation
in housing would be expected to be negatively related to the income status of
the household and also to the number of adult women in the house. However,
neither of these variables is significant.

The conclusion that women tend to play an important role in activities related
to housing and housing finance is not warranted by the analysis presented in the
paper and is quite misleading. Infact the paper does not provide answers to the
question of what is the extent of women’s involvement in housing activities. The
study does not present basic information on the proportion of women in the
sample who contributed to housing activities either through their physical labour
or in the form of financial resources or had a say in the decision-making process.
There is no data on the socio-economic characteristics of the respondents such
as their level of education, employment status etc. The findings indicate that there
were instances of houscholds where major decisions related to the acquisition of
a plot and construction of a house were taken by the women themselves without
any consultations with their husbands. It would be interesting to know more about
such households, their socio-economic class or whether they were mainly female
headed houscholds. An analysis of these issues would have added more to an
understanding of the subject than the statistical exercise which is the main focus
of the paper. '

Finally and most important the paper, even within its limited scope, fails to
address the key aspect of participation which is participation at the decision-making
level. Physical participation in the sense of providing physical labour or supervision
and participation in decision-making have very different connotations for women’s
status. A say in important financial decisions has been singled out as a particularly
powerful indicator of women’s status in the household.

The important question therefore is what are the factors which determine
women’s participation in housing activities at the decision-making level? The paper
totally sidelines this main issue by assuming that women’s input into decision-
making is determined by external factors. However a priori it is quite likely that
women’s control or voice in family decision is likely to be determined by factors
such as houschold status, women’s employment, education, age, etc. Data for
these variables was available and could have been used to assess their impact on
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women’s participation at the level of decision-making. In fact studies along these
lines has been undertaken for various developing countries as well as for a sample
of rural women in Pakistan.
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