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AGRI CULTURAL OUTLOOK FORUM 2000 FEBRUARY 24, 2000

ARLI NGTON, VIRG NI'A —
REMARKS BY DEPUTY SECRETARY Rl CH ROM NGER

Good norning, and wel conme to the 76'" agricul tural
outl ook forum |’ m Deputy Secretary of Agriculture Rich
Rom nger. We're delighted to have with us nore than 100
di stingui shed speakers and panelists and equally
delighted to have such a | arge and di stingui shed
audi ence. Last year, we hosted a record 1200
participants, and we expect to top that record this week
| want to acknow edge our international guests, farmers
in the audi ence, and representatives fromthroughout
i ndustry and academ a.

We're all here to shed |light on prospects for this
great industry. As always, we aimto do it in the nost
conprehensi ve way possible. Two years ago, we noted that
U.S. agriculture was rushing into a tine of radical
change. Last year, we portrayed a contenporary
agriculture in flux and built nuch of the outl ook program
around producer ingenuity in adapting to agriculture’s

structural changes and their need for market information.

Conditions aren’t any nore certain this year, with a
prol onged price slunp continuing to grip comodity

mar kets. The outl ook forecasts at this neeting wll
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clarify what’'s ahead for farmers, for farmcomodity
prices, and Rural Anerica.

To counter historically Iow farm prices and
establ i sh assi stance nechanisns that will be there for
farnmers before an energency, the Adm nistration has
proposed new safety net | egislation. Keynote speaker
Secretary Dan G ickman will discuss the need to get out
ahead of ad hoc energency assistance. He will explain the
phi | osophy and outline the main points guiding the
Adm ni stration’s approach to farm policy and new
| egislation in the year 2002.

Chi ef Econom st Keith Collins and Under Secretary
Gus Schumacher will lead off a first assessnment of how
next year’s crops and livestock output are likely to
shape up. W'l | provide | onger-term comodity projections
to get a better sense of agriculture into the next
decade.

Experts will consider the post-Seattle outl ook for
the WIO negotiations, the benefits of China s accession
to the WIQ, and growth and opportunity in Africa.

We’ ve structured this year’s conference to build on
a theme sounded | ast year. The business of agriculture is
changi ng fast, reshaped by technol ogy, the

i ndustrialization of farm ng, and by nmergers. W'l



exam ne the underlying structural changes -
concentration, consolidation, and antitrust issues.
Speakers will |ook at questions raised by biotechnol ogy
for the marketing chain.

We’'re honored to have WIliam Lesher of Lesher and
Russel |l as our featured speaker this evening. Bill wl]l
of fer sone political insight into the business of
agriculture. Please join us at the Forum Di nner at 6: 30.

And now, to give his thoughts on the new safety net
proposal and the future of farmpolicy, it’s ny privilege
to introduce an individual |1've had the pleasure of
working with for the past five years. | want to say at
this | ast Qutl ook Conference of this Adm nistration that
Secretary Dan G ickman is anong the nost effective
adm ni strators and decisive | eaders |’'ve known. And |’ m
not the only one thinking this way. The Secretary
recently got high praise from Capitol Hill. He's steering
American agriculture through sone tough tines. He's no
arnms-| ength policymker. He has a rare capacity not only
for absorbing the details of the issues, but the human
implications that make the issues conplex and urgent. |f
it involves a USDA constituency, it’s front-burner. From

the environnent to the m crobe — conservation to food



safety -- he’s elevated issues, pronoted nationa
under st andi ng, urged debate, and gotten results.

Al t hough we canme from different places, we get al ong
great .

We're in conmplete sync on protecting the health of
our resources, as we are on defeating hunger in Anerica,
and providing our producers every opportunity through the
soundest possi ble safety net and stronger avenues of
trade.

A former representative fromthe state of Kansas,
Secretary A ickman was instrunental in drafting the | ast
six farmbills. The year 2002 farm |l egislation is the
seventh to benefit fromhis thoughts, which he’'ll share
with us this norning. Ladies and gentlenen, ny coll eague

and friend .... Secretary of Agriculture Dan dicknan.



