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Divestiture, often used as a synonym, is only one aspect of pri-
vatization. Bank involvement has been timely and supportive,
but experience indicates that the design and implementation of

divestiture are complex and time consuming due to a web of %\%\
contextual and practical factors. x% % %
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After reviewing Bank support for divestiture in
70 operations in 35 countries, Kikeri concludes
that divestiture operations are best tailored to
country conditions. Other conclusions reached
in this review of Bank expericnce:

Sometimes divestiture yiclds minimal
results. For example, small and medium-sized
public enterprises (PEs) may be divested,
rcducing the government’s burden (and increas-
ing revenues) little; partial divestments may
mean continued govemmert irterference;
governments may assume liabilities higher than
the sale price; or new investors may be given
privileges and monopoly rights that produce
more incfficiency. Kikeri spells out appropriate
criteria and methods for better divestiture design
and implementation.

Somctimes (especially in Sub-Saharan
Africa) the best policy may be to improve the
environment in which PEs function, avoiding an

overemphasis on divestiture. Ownership
changes are only one element of broader PE
reform, the implcmentation of which could
create a better climate for divestiture later. And
the threat of divestitu-e could improve PE
efficiency.

The Bank could assist by spclling out the
institutional sct-up for managing divestiture.
Some guiding principles: avoid overbureaucrati-
zation by limiting the number of institutions
involved; ensure quick access to top decision-
makers; make available the necessary technical
expertise; sct up guidelines for the disposition
process. Kikeri describes how the Bank can
help as countrics progress to more complex
divestitures.

Mecanwhile, divestiturc can be staff-intcn-
sive where the program is large — and Bank
staff shortages must be addressed at the manage-
ment level.
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BANK LENDING FOR DIVESTITURE: A REVIEW OF EXPERIENCE!

I. INTRODUCTION

A. OBJECTIVES

1. The terms "divestiture" and "privatization"” have come to be used
interchangeablg. This paper draws a distinction between the two and focusses
on the former.© A narrower concept than privatization, divestiture is defined
as: (i) the partial or full transfer of ownership and/or control of public
enterprises (PEs) to the private sector; and (ii) closures and liquidations of
PEs. Other aspects of privatization -- such as economic and industrial
liberalization, the deregulation of natural and de facto monopolies, and the
contracting out of the delivery of public services to the private sector --
are not dealt with in this paper, but are treated separately in ongoing work
on private sector development in the World Banik's Country Economics
Department.

2, Policy makers in countries with widely differing political and
economic systems have begun to shift development strategies away from state
ownership and control to a greater reliance on market forces. Stemming largely
from growing public finance pressures and the continued poor performance of
many PEs, the Bank has responded to these changing strategies by supporting
the divestiture of state-owned companies in as many as 70 operations in 35
countries, as of June 1989. Divestiture is a condition in at least 45 policy-
based loans; a number (25) of companion technical assistance loans and public
enterprise loans also provide institutional support for the preparation and
execution of such reform. Bank involvement has been timely and supportive of
the growing divestments to date. However, recent experience indicates that the
design and implementation of divestiture have been more complex and time-
consuming than anticipated, and that the efficiency and fiscal gains
potentially arising from such reform have not been fully realized due to a
combination of practical and contextual factors.

3. In light of the growing Bank involvement, the objectives of this
paper are to: (i) describe the rationale for and key components of Bank
support for divestiture; (ii) examine the documented experiences and reform
outcomes, and highlight the key implementation and management issues facing

' 1 would like to thank Mary Shirley and John Nellis for their valuable
comments and inputs in the preparation of the paper. Several other Bank staff
also made helpful contributions over the various review stages of the paper.

2 The distinction is based on the one proposed by Elliot Berg and Mary

Shirley, in Divestiture in Developing Countries, World Bank Discussion Paper 11,
June 1987,
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borrower governments and the Bank; and (iii) draw some conclusions for the
future role of the Bank in this reform area.

B. METHODOLOG

4, The review concentrates on lending operations that consider
divestiture in the context of the overall macroeconomic adjustment process and
the rationalization of the PE sector as a whole. These include:

(a) structural adjustment loans (38), and a sample
of industry sector adjustment loans and export
recovery loans (5);

(b) public enterprise loans (14), which include PE
rationalization/rehabilitation loans, PE sector
adjustment loans, and PE institutional development
loans;

(¢c) technical assistance loans (11), all but one of
which (Sudan) are accompaniments to SALs; and

(d) a small number (3) of private sector
development loans (Table 1; tables are provided at
the back).

Traditional investment projects that focus on the restructuring and
divestiture of individual enterprises,3 and sector adjustment loans that focus
on the broader concept of privatization, for example, deregulation of
agricultural services are excluded from the review. The decision to eliminate
these projects reflects: (i) the coverage, in the present review, of the bulk
of the Bank's involvement in divestiture; and (ii) the emphasis on deriving
the specific lessons of utilizing divestiture as a tool for overall sector
rationalization and efficiency improvements.

5. The review is a desk study, based on project documents
(President's and appraisal reports, supervision reports, and project
completion reviews) and other reports prepared by Bank staff and consultants.
Interviews with operational staff were also held. On the whole, available data
tend to focus on the number of divestments rather than on the nature of the
transactions or the divestiture process itself. Information on the
characteristics of divested enterprises are quite sparse, and systematic
evaluation of the financial and economic impact of ownership and/or management

3 Under the Kingston Metropolitan Regional Urban Project in Jamaica, for
example, the bus company was dissolved and franchises awarded to private
enterprises for the operation of the system. In Guinea, Cote d'Ivoire, and
Senegal, Bank projects have addressed or are addressing the leasing ("affermage")
of water services. And in Malaysia, full port operations were contracted out
under Bank financing.
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change are lacking. The importance and timeliness of this topic demands a
review of the issues, despite the relative newness of the reform area for Bank
lending and the existing data constraints.

6. ~ Section II of the review describes the rationale for the
increasing Bank involvement in divestiture, and presents the magnitude and
nature of Bank support. Section III assesses the divestiture experience.
Divestiture outcomes are presented. The analysis focusses on: (i) the process
of divestiture, including the selection of a strategy, choice of candidates
and modalities, institutional arrangements for managing reform, and financing
capacities; and (ii) selected operational or management issues for the Bank,
such as the timing and sequencing of reform, the use of divestiture
conditionality, and the monitoring and evaluation of reform. Section IV offers
conclusions for the future role of the Bank in divestiture.

II. QVERVIEW OF BANK LENDING FOR _DIVESTITURE

A. RATIONALE FOR DIVESTITURE®

7. Member governments and the Bank have utilized divestiture as a
tool of PE reform for many different reasons. The first and most frequently
cited objective, particularly in the countries of sub-Saharan Africa, is to
rationalize the size of overextended and poorly performing PE sectors in order
to reduce the financial and administrative pressures on governments. The
closure of inefficient and loss-making PEs and the divestment of those where
state participation is no longer essential are measures to reduce the flow of
scarce financial and managerial resources to such PEs. These savings, combined

¢ several Bank-wide efforts are being undertaken to fill the current
information gaps.In FY90-91, CECPS will undertake a research project on the ex
post performance of selected divested firms in a sample of four to six countries.
As more Bank experience is accumulated over time, CECPS will also prepare
Guidelines for Divestiture in FY91, Follow-up studies incorporated in some
operations (CAR, Togo, Mali, Niger, and Philippines for example) are recently
resulting, or will result, in more detailed assessments of the implementation
process.

5 The factors leading governments to divestiture have been discussed
previously in a number of other CECPS papers and are treated very briefly here.

Among others, see Mary Shirley, e Reform of State-Owned Enterprises: lessons
from World Bank Lending, PRS 4, World Bank, 1989; John Nellis, Public Enterprise
Reform in Adjustment Lending, PPR, WPS 233, August 1989; John Nellis and Sunita
Kikeri, "Public Enterprise Reform: Privatization and the World Bank," World
Development, Vol.17, No.5, May 1989: Ahmed Galal, Ex-Pos a f Divested

Enterprises, Research Proposal, May 1989.
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with revenues from the divestment of PEs, can then be utilized more
productively to improwe the performance of critical PEs and other economic
sectors. Second, divestiture is viewed as a tool to improve PE efficiency.6
Although the causal link between ownership and efficiency has not been clearly
established, it is argued that private owners and managers would increase
efficiency by virtue of the incentives provided by clearer and "atomized"
property rights systems, and other factors such as less political
interference, a hard budget constraint and the risk of effective bankruptcy,
and evaluation on the basis of commercial profitability by self-interested
shareholders.’

8. A variety of other factors have also led policy makers to accord
greater prominence to divestiture, including: its potential role in fostering
entrepreneurship and capital market development; the relatively limited impact
of past enterprise-level reform efforts short of ownership change; the
demonstration effects of widespread divestiture efforts in industrialized
countries; and its role in reducing the foreign debt of the country,
particularly where new owners assume the foreign debts of the PE, or where
divestment takes place through debt/equity swaps. Finally, the promotion of
"popular capitalism" and the widespread distribution of ownership have also
been motivating factors for many governments.

B. MAGNITUDE AND NATURE OF BANK LENDING FOR DIVESTITURE

. Between 1983 and June 1989, 71 approved operations in 35
countries contained divestiture components (Table 2).% Bank involvement is, on
the whole, relatively recent: approximately 60% of the operations were
approved in 1987 or later; 24 were approved in the past 18 months alone

(Graph 1). Slightly over half of all operations are SALs, eleven of which are
supported by TALs. Close to 20% of all operations focus exclusively on the PE
sector, either for sector rationalization/rehabilitation or as technical.
assistance support for PE adjustment operations (Graph 2). These usually

6 The broader theoretical debate of the relationship between ownership .and
efficiency has been covered in other studies and .s not the focus of attention
here. See Richard Hemming and Ali M. Mansoor, Privatization and Public
Enterprises, IMF, OP 56, January 1988; Simon Domberger and John Piggott,
"Privatization Policies and Public Enterprise: A Survey," The Economic Record,
June 1986.

7 These arguments, however, hold better ground for the divestment of PEs
operating in competitive markets rather than monopolistic environments, where
a host of other factors complicate the relationship between efficiency and change
of ownership.

8 several operations with divestiture components are under preparation.
These include a large number of SALs in sub-Saharan Africa; private sector
development operations in Benin, Congo, Madagascar, and Bolivia; and PERLs in
Nigeria, Sri Lanka, and Argentina.
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provide mcre in-depth assistance for divestiture and typically follow a prior
history of adjustment lending.

GRAPH 1 GRAPH 2
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all loans with divestiture components. Operations are concentrated in a few
countries, including Togo, Ghana, Guinea, Niger, and Senegal. The
preponderance of Bank involvement in Africa reflects a variety of factors,
inc'uding the existence of large, overextended, and loss-making PE sectors;
pressing public finance and debt pressures in many countries; ready markets
for the divestiture services the Bank is most suited to provide (e.g.,
studies); greater BRank leverage in the region; and the availability of public
sector management staff in the Africa operational complex. Prior to 1987,
Latin America (LAC) was the only other region with Bank involvement in this
field. To date, eight of the sixteen approved operations in this region with
divestiture components are found in Jamaica and Panama; Mexico and Uruguay
also have significant divestiture components. Bank involvement in the
remaining 1AC is relatively minor. Since 1987, nine operations with
divestiture components have been approved in the Europe, Middle East and North
Africa (EMENA) and Asia tegions.9 The PELs in Morocco and the Philippines are
the largest in scope. Several factors may limit Bank involvement in these
regions, includiny fewer policy based operations, greater country ability to
handle divestiture programs, and resistance to external involvement in this
sensitive area.

11, The operations under review provide different types of
divestiture support.10 On a global level, SiLs help establish the policy
dialogue and framework for reform, and release tranches against the
implementation of specific divestment targets. On a more specific level, the
Bank supports three main aspects of divestiture. (Table 3 provides a case-by-
case tabulation). First, a large number of operations center on laying the
foundations for a rethinking of the state policy on PEs, and developing a
strategy for reform. Some fifty operations in 28 countries thus support PE
studies and audits, classification exercises, and action plans which help: (1)
collect essential PE data and assess viability; (ii) decide which PEs should
remain in public hands, be privatized (partially or fully), or liquidated; and
(11ii) establish a time-frame for implementation. Second, a number of
operations also provide institutional support to strengthen government
capacity for managing divestiture. Some 30 operations help define the
organizaticnal structure for implementation, and finance short and long-term
technical assistance for a variety of tasks (asset valuation, resolution of

9 Many countries have, however, carried out or are in the process of
carrying out such reform without direct Bank involvement or project assistance.
Bangladesh, Malaysia, Thailand, and Jordan are important examples. In some cases,
such as Malaysia and Thailand, Bank staff have conducted analytical work and
begun policy dialogue on divestiture.

10 Rank support for divestiture is usually employed in conjunction with
other measures that aim to improve the overall environment within which PEs
operate. These include policy and institutional reforms related to credit,
financing, pricing, and labor, and government/PE relations. These .issues are
treated in a separate background paper. See Ahmed Galal, Public Enterprise Reform

and the World Bank: Approach, Practices., and Challenges, November 1989, CECPS.
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legal matters, preparation of the sale prospectus, identification of partners,
and establishment of the regulatory framework after sale).

12, Third, "facilitating" measures to help preparz PEs for
divestiture and to help finance the transaction costs are also covered in Bank
operations.“ Minimal support is provided for physical rehabilitation, which
is usually left to the new investors for the following reasons: the risks of
inflation of the sale price and not necessarily the increase in the value of
the PE; the contraction of additional and potentially irrecoverable government
investments; and/or a loss in government commitment to sale due to the new
condit:ions.fz Thus, in Togo and Venezuela, no new investments are to be made
prior to divestment; in the Philippines, they must be included in the annual
investment budget and taken only where they would lead to a justifiable
increase in price and "saleability." But several SALs and PERLs support the
financial restructuring of PEs. While such restructuring is usually taken on a
sector-wide basis irrespective of divestiture, some loans (such as those in
Niger, Cameroon, the CAR, Congo, Guinea, and Mali) support the restructuring
of PEs specifically slated for divestiture, including developing action plans
to identify and eliminate their arrears and cross-debts. While the Bank does
not provide direct financial support for such testructuring,13 SAL
counterpart funds and budgetary resources have been used through restructuring
funds to finance associated costs. These funds have ‘also been used to settle
employee liabilities, where termination has occurred prior to or after
divestiture.

III. AN ASSESSMENT OF EXPERIENCE

13. What have been the quantitative and performance outcomes of Bank
support for divestiture? What have been the key problems and issues in
implementation? What operational and management issues emerge out of the
Bank's lending approach for divestiture? These questions are discussed in the
sections below. A few caveats are in order. First, it is difficult o separate
Bank-supported actions from those undertaken by governments prior to or

" General reforms supporting the "commercialization" of PEs, that are
expected to put PEs on a sound footing for eventual divestment, are not
considered here.

12 4s part of the general PE restructuring efforts in Bank operations,
however, financing may be made available for the rehabilitation of PEs that could
be targets for divestiture in the future.

3. The International Finance Corporation (IFC), on the other hand, has
provided equity investment and loans to privatized companies. IFC has made
equity investment in privatized companies in Tunisia, Swaziland, Mozambique,
Liberia, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela. In addition, strategic
planning advice has also been provided to several other countries.
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without Bank support. But as the data are derived from loan documents, they
are assumed to have been taken as part of the Bank-supported adjustment
program. Second, preliminary performance outcomes are available at this time.
They are presented, nevertheless, as the paper is intended to pe a review of
implementation experience rather than a rigorous assessment of the benefits
and costs of divestiture.'® Finally, the discussion pertains to a wide range
of countries with sufficient implementation experience, including the Congo,
Ghana, Guinea, Niger, Senegal, Togo, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, and the
Philippines. Thus, there is a possibility that a global review of t-is sort
may mask the specific characteristics of the divestiture program or
transactions in a given country.

A. VESTI OUTCOMES

14, The Quantfitative Record. Despite the technical and political
complexity of such reform (sec below), the record in terms of numbers of

divestments is quite large in several countries.' (Quantitative results for a
selected group of countries is presented in Annex l.) Jamaica, Guinea, Toge,
Mexico, and the Philippines offer cases in point. Guinea, for example, closed
some 70 publicly owned units {although a large majority of these are small
retail outlets; see below). Toge, Mali, Madagascar and Benin each liquidated
12 to 15 firms. And in the Philippines, five government ccrporations have been
closed. Several examples of ownarship change are also available. Jamaica
divested over J$500 million of PE assets, exceeding the loan tranche target of
J$150 million., Both Guinea and Togo sold a significant number of industrial
PEs. In Mexico, as of March 19893, 260 FEs had been liquidated, 180 sold, 70
merged, and 25 cransferred to local governments. And in the Philippines, 26
government corporations have been sold (10 partially) at the time of writing.
At the same time, countries such as Chana and Senegal have achieved few
results,

15. Performance Qutcomes. Preliminary findings'® offer some early
insights. First, while the absolute number of enterprises divested may be
quite large, the magnitude or impact of these divestments in terms of total PE

14 Research on these issues is currently under way in CECPS for a sample
of four countries. See Ahmed CGalal, op. cit.

5 For a survey of world-wide divestments, see Charles Vuylsteke, Helen
Nankani, and Rebecca Candoy-Sckse, e_Tec s _of Privatization of State-
Owned Enterprises, Volumes 1, II and III, World Bank Technical Paper No. 89,

'1988.

16 pata are gathered from supervision reports, President's Reports, and
other Bank reports.
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asgsets or budgetary . -ansfers may be relatively small, In Mexico, for example,
the number of industrial, energy and mining PEs under the Ministry of Energy,
Mines and Public Industry (SEMIP) were reduced from 398 to 90 (77%), but they
represented 23% of total SEMIP assets (and an even smaller percentage of total
PE sector assets) and 20% of government transfers to SEMIP. In Guinea, the
bulk of the 70 liquidations represented small and non-operating retail
outlets. And in the Philippines, twenty-seven of the 121 government
corporations slated for privatization have been completed, although several of
them are partial divestments or divestments of non-operating assets (some big
divestments have, however, been completed).

16. Second, anecdotal bits of information signal some performance
improvements. In Jamaica, for example, the divestiture of the telephone
holding company led to a 55 percent increase in outgoing international calls.
In Mexico, the divested petrochemical companies increased investments by 75%
of gross sales revenues in a three-year period; and turn-over ratios
increased. In the auto parts industry, divestiture led to increased
technological development and capacity utilization, overall cost reductions,
and b:tter management. However, these performance gains must be balanced
against other findings. Monopoly rights and other special privileges raise
questions about the impact on economic efficiency in some cases (see below),
Moreover, the effects of partial divestiture must also be considered.'” The
divestment of majority shareholding through a joint venture or other
techniques involving a strong technical partner, partial divestment can be a
useful first step in improving efficiency.'® But the divestment of minority
shareholding can lead to few changes in managerial behavior and operational
performance. Although not included in the review, the case of Bangladesh is
instructive. Government policy of divesting 49% of selected manufacturing
enterprises -- through a combination of public share offerings and employee
participation schemes -- led to increased revenuss and widened share
ownership, both important divestiture objectives. However, managerial

7 Some operations support the partial divestiture of enterprises that are
to remain in the public sector in the medium to long term. These are not
considered here. The Philippines PERL includes the sale of tankers in the oil
corporation, the use of build-operate-transfer schemes to generate power, and
the hiving off of assets of other government corporations. The Jamaica PERL
supported partial divestments in the transport sector, including shipping and
railways. Examples can also be found of ports and transport companies in Guinea
and the Congo.

8 An analysis of this strategy would be highly worthwhile given its

popularity, and could be conducted in the case of Guinea, the Philippines, and
the Congo. In Guinea, for example, eleven of twenty-three industrial divestments
involved majority foreign participation, with the remaining share capital
distributed between private Guirian investors and the government. In the
Philippines, ten of the twenty-seven privatizations have been partial, with
govermment retaining minority participation, in the social security systenm,
energy, shipping, and banking sectors. And in the Congo, opening of the share
capital of twelve enterprises resulted in majority private ownership. Presumably
management control was also transferred to the private sector.
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paerformance and operational efficiency remained unaffected as majority
owniership allowed government interference to continue.

17. Third, data on gross proceeds are becoming available.' While
these may be large in some cases (Mexico, Philippines, for example), the net
financial gain for most governments can be small for several reasons: sale, to
date, of the smaller, low-value enterprises; the assumption of the domestic
and foreign debt, which often outweigh the market value of the assets, by the
governments in most cases; the valuation of enterprises without clear
methodology; and the use of proceeds to pay large amounts of severance,
particularly where overemployment required significant retrenchment.

18. Factors leading to these divestiture outcomes are discussed
below. As will be shown, policrical will and country conditions are no doubt
impottant,zo but practical issues related to the process of divestiture, the
institutional capacity to execute the program in an effective and transparent
manner, and the sequencing of divestiture with other reform areas are also
critical.

B. PRACTICAL ISSUES IN IMPLEMENTATION

1. Formulation of a Strategy: A Sector-Wide vs Case-by-Case Approach

19, Sector-Wide Approach The sector-wide approach is used when
rationalization of the size of the PE sector is the major divestiture

objective. The majority of the operations under review -- such as in the

'  Some data on gross procreds are becoming available. In Mexico. for
instance, 136 transactions raised Mex$ 796.3 billion (US$ 765 million); and three
large transactions in late 1988 generated an additional US$ 1.8 billion in gross
revenues. In Togo, ten privatizations yielded direct revenues to the government
of CFAF 230 million from the sale of shares and CFAF 1,339 million annually from
the leases of privatized companies. The lease arrangements on some of Air
Jamaica's equipment resulted in a net foreign cash flow improvement of US$4.58
millicn in FY87/88. In Guinea, the privatization of cement, beer and central oils
alone raised approximately CFAF 8.2 million. And in the Philippines, cthe
divestments to date have raised approximately Pesos 1.2 billion.

20 Broad country factors -- such as the nature of the political system and
varying macroeconomic environments -- have no doubt been influential; and they
have been dealt with in a number of other studies. See Simon Commander and Tony
Killick, "Privatization in Developing Countries: A Survey of the Issues," in Paul

Cook and Colin Kirkpatrick, eds., Privatization in lLess Developed Countries, New
York, 1988; N. N. Susungi, aveats o vatization as an Instrume of
Scructural Adjustment in Africa, African Development Bank Research Paper, Cote

d'Ivoire, 1988; Samuel Paul, Privatization apd the Public Sector: Emerging
Issues, CECPS, November 1987; ’
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Congo, Guinea, Mali, Senegal, Togo, Tunisia, Morocco, and the Philippines --
employ such an approach. The classification exercise provides a useful
operational tool in helping governments confront the policy issue of which
activities should continue to remain in the public sector, and which should be
turned over to the private sector or liquidated. Action plans are then
established, either for individual PEs or the sector as a whole, followed by
implementation. .

20, The major advantage of the sector-wide approach is that it
addresses the fundamental question of a reorientation of the state's role in
economic activities. But the potential political and technical constraints of
this approach must also be considered. In most developing countries, natural
and de facto monopolies and other "strategic" PEs (such as utilities,
railroads, telecommunications, postal services, mining companies, for example)
are usuallyz1 retained in the public sector due to economies of scale, weak
regulatory capacity, and/or social welfare and defense concerns. Leaving these
aside, cost/benefit analyses and viability assessments would, on economic
grounds, indicate that among the commercial enterprises operating in
competitive markets the viable (or potentially viable) ones be classified for
privatization; and the inefficient, financially insolvent, and unviable ones
-- i.e. those which perhaps should never have been created in the first

place -- be classified for liquidation.

21. In practice, however, governments havo often deviated from a
classification based only on economic criteria. This may be due to: (i) the
multiplicity of PE objectives; (ii) the large number of actors involved in the
decision-making process; and (iii) the sharing among many different groups of
the costs and benefits of divestiture.?? Socio-political factors -- such as
employment generation, regional equity, and the continued provision of goods
at low prices -- are thus frequently considered, leading governments to make
certain trade-offs: to retain firms that are politically strategic though
economically unviable; or to attempt the sale rather than closure of unviable
firms, given the employment ramifications of the latter. While the economic
costs to the society as a whole of continuing to keep inefficient firms alive
can be high, governments make these trade-offs to improve the political
feasibility of undertaking divestiture. These issues may require a certain
amount of flexibility in cases that are particularly sensitive. The case of
the cement plant (SNC) in Niger under SAL I is illustrative. The government
was proposing a large new investment for the plant that, on technical grounds,
was inberently unviable and therefore suited for liquidation. On the basis of
demonstrations of the substantial economic costs of making the new investment,
and on the basis of the prevailing political pressures, a decision was taken

21 But not always. For example, the governments of Mexico, Argentina, and
Sri Lanka are considering proposals to divest their telecommunications firms,
while mining companies are to privatized in the Philippines .

22 por a detailed discussion of these points, see The Political Economy of

Public Enterprise Divestiture: A Benefit/Cost Approach, by Leroy Jones, P.
Tandon, and I. Vogelsang, Draft, June 1989.
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to drop the new investment but to allow the plant to remain in operation as
long as it covered its variable costs.

22. The process of classifying the PE sector at once can also be
technically and administratively demanding, particularly where data scarcities
are severe and where the sector is relatively large. While it is true that a
number of PEs can be easily classified without detailed analysis, several PEs
may require careful viabflity assessments prior to reaching a decision. Many
of the developing countries lack the data or the technical resources required
for such analyses.

23. Given the political nature of the sector-wide approach, and the
potential technical difficulties, classification can be a two-year process.
Where government commitment is high or where a relatively small number of
enterprises are to be classified, the process has, howev.r, been shorter
(Niger and the Congo, for example). And where ideological and political
factors have been particularly prevalent, or where the sector has been
particularly large, the process has been longer (four years in Senegal; three
years in the Philippines).

24, Greater emphasis may be placed on reaching agreement with
governments on the criteria or broad principles of classification, rather than
on the nuts and bolts of the classification itself. A strong argument in favor
of this is the fact that classifications change over time, as a result of
changing political, economic, and enterprise conditions, or as a result of
previously ill-conceived decisions. In the Philippines, for example, several
reconsiderations have been made in the original classification. The first
classification in Togo resulted in the retention of a large number of
financial institutions and commercial PEs; this was subsequently modified to
classify them for divestiture. Similar instances have prevailed in other
countries. In short, precious time and effort may be wasted on reaching
agreement on a full classification, only to have it changed the next time
around,

25. Case-by-Case Approach. A few operations -- in Panama, Hor.uras,
Costa Rica and Malawi, for example -- focus on a case-by-case approach to
divestiture, selecting individual PEs for divestment without directly
considering the rationalization of the PE sector as a whole. The case-by-case
approach has the advantage of easily and quickly targeting critical PEs for
divestiture without going through a potentially lengthy and controversial
classification exercise. The choice of PEs is particularly important. Where
big and important PEs are selected for divestment, such an approach can lead
to significant efficiency and fiscal gains. Where the enterprises selected are
small and marginal, an over-emphasis on a case-by-case approach, without
addressing the underlying issues of sector rationalization or overall
efficiency improvements, can yield minimal benefits. In Panama, for example,
five smaller PEs were selected for divestiture. Similar experiences in Benin
and Gabon led to the follow-up of case-by-case approach with a more global
divestiture strategy.
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26. A_Combined Approach. Some Bank projects proceed with
classification and case-by-case implementation simultaneously, recognizing

that governments need not wait to complete the accounting for the entire
sector before it begins with the divestment of individual PEs. The strategy of
treating sector-wide rationalizations as a longer-term exercise, with
operational targets focussing on the immediate divestment of carefully
selected, priority candidates, is both operationally expeditious and outcomes
oriented. The Jamaica PE loan, for example, successfully employed such an
approach. The immediate divestment of PEs (among them Air Jamaica, Jamaica
Broadcasting System, a shipping company, and a few smaller enterprises)
carefully selected to obtain short-term fiscal relief was supported under the
loan, although within the context of a longer-term strategy to consolidate and
classify the entire sector for future rationalization.

2. The Process of Divestiture

27. Selection and Sequencing of Candidates. The selection of the
initial candidates is critical to the success of the divestiture program. The
most logical and expedient approach is to begin implementation with the
divestment of commercial PEs operating in competitive markets, while leaving
the more complex cases (quasi or full monopolies) for the second stage. The
reasons for this are many: (i) such candidates offer greater chances of
initial success, a critical factor for the future of the divestiture program;
(ii) the divestments are technically relatively simple, providing a useful
learning curve for governments; and (iii) they aveid complex regulatory and
distributional issues. Viable and profitable candidates, in turn, are likely
to have the greatest chances of success. The strategy of selecting "winners"
as first candidates paid off in the Philippines, for example, where the early
divestment of banks and real estate companies provided an impetus to the
program. Similarly, early successes were registered in Guinea and Togo by the
divestment of beer, cement and airline companies have elicited the desired
supply response and fetched a good price.

28. Nevertheless, some countries, especially those experiencing
implementation problems, display the tendency of selecting the smaller and
less attractive PEs for immediate sale. Senegal, Morocco, and Ghana are
examples where ideological and socio-political factors, and the reluctance to
privatize firms which generate revenues for the government, affected the
choice of initial candidates and delayed implementation. In Senegal, the more
interesting firms were excluded from the divestiture list. Moreover, the
selectad candidates /26) represented only 2% of state participation in the
sector. In Morocco, only three of the 106 PEs classified for divestiture weire
selected for immediate sale; several competitive or potentially competitive
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PEs in construction and transport remained in the public portfolio.z3 The
selection of the smaller and practically defunct PEs for liquidation is also
evident in some countries. In Guinea, the large majority of the 70 liquidated
PEs were non-operating retail outlets. In Mali, the CAR and Congo, the closed
PEs represented small bookstores, yogurt factories, and banks.

29. Poor sequencing of divestiture candidates can lead to negative
results. First, potential investors may demonstrate little interest in
acquiring unviable and loss-making PEs, delaying the pace of the program. Or
purchasers are interested in only buying them with concessions and special
privileges that produce efficiency-limiting distortions in the long run (see
below). Second, PEs in poor condition could require prior restructuring if a
good price is to be achieved. This takes time and money. Third, the net costs
of selling inefficient PEs as going concerns, when in fact they should have
been liquidated and assets disposed separately, can be high in terms of time
spent in arranging satisfactory sale or management contracts for firms in poor
condition, the future viability of the operation and continued government
bail-outs, and the better use of resources elsewhere in the economy. Finally,
the expected fiscal and efficiency gains are not likely to be derived from
closing or selling the small and low-value PEs in the commercial sector,
although the long-term financial and administrative costs of keeping even the
smaller PEs alive justify their divestment.

30. Specifving Techniques. Bank operations do not specify in advance
the technique of divestiture, except in the broad sense of "liquidations®" and

"privatizations.” The choice of divestment techniques is thus left to the
government. While this is indeed a good strategy, given the need for
flexibility and consideration on a case-by-case basis, the lack of guidance on
the broad criteria for selecting specific divestiture options have led to
implementation problems where the fit between the selected techniques and
prevailing country conditions is weak.?

31. Governments propose or utilize a variety of techniques. Where an
enterprise is to be sold, sale as a going concern and public share offerings
are most frequeutly proposed. The latter is used as a tool to broaden share
ownership -- increasing its political attractiveness -- and expand local
capital markets. Examples of sales as going concerns are found in most of the
countries under review (Panama, Guinea, Congo, Togo, and the Philippines, for
example). Public share offerings are found in Jamaica (National Commercial
Bank) and the Philippines (Philippines National Bank), although they have been
carried out in a large number of countries not under review.

23 At the same time, a 1989 draft law has been submitted by the King for
parliamentary debate and approval; it proposes that all but six prioricy PEs will
be divested over time.

% gee Charles Vuylsteke, op.cit, for a detailed discussion on the choice,
requirements and uses of divestiture techniques.
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32. However, in some sub-Saharan African countries, sale as a going
concern may be difficult in view of weak local private sectors, government-
imposed restrictions on buyers, and the poor condition of most of the PEs
chosen for sale. In ruch instances, liquidation followed by sale of assets may
be most appropriate, although governments have sought to avoid this solution
in the case of large and operating PEs for political and employment reasons.
The wmis-fit between country conditions and the politically preferred method of
public offerings has also delayed implementation in a few instances. A prime
example is Senegal, where past insistence on this technique, despite an
embryoulc capital market and weak financial institutions, poor financial
performance and long-term prospects of the selected PEs, and the absence of
technical expertise, was one of the factors contributing to the lack of
movement on the divestiture side of the PE reform program.

33. Where full sale is difficult for whatever reason, divestment of
management has taken place through the use of management contracts and
leases.® Examples of the former may be found in service industries such as
hotels and airlines in Togo, Niger, Jamaica, Guinea, and the Congo. Lease
arrangements have been concluded in for the dairy and steel mills, and an oil
refinery and storage enterprise in Togo, for example. Prior specification
could be beneficial in countries lacking the conditions for other divestiture
techniques, resulting in less time spent trying to arrange satisfactory sales.
Few operations specify franchising and the contracting out of services as
alternatives to ownership transfer, which may also be viable options where
sale is ruled out. Traditional or sector specific projects may, however,
contain such measures.

34. Meeting the Costs of Divestiture. The costs entailed in the
process of divesting the larger firms can be quite high. Delays have been
encountered in some countries due to difficulties in obtaining funds to pay
creditors; the Congo, Ghana and Togo are examples. Where foreign debts are
high, the problem is even more acute. At the same time, debts have often been
assumed by the governments to move the liquidation or sale process ahead (the
budgetary costs are another matter). Employee liabilities, however, must be
paid, where retrenchment takes place prior to sale (as most private investors
want to avoid taking such actions themselves) or as a consequence of
liquidations. Notwithstanding the political difficulties of employment
reductions, the lack of budgetary resources for severance pay has been an
obstacle in a few instances. Ghana is a prime example. The cost of laying-off
5,000 staff in 28 PEs amounted to approximately 2 billion cedis (in 1987).
This large sum reflected the generous severance and retirement benefits for
involuntary departures in the labor union agreements since public pension
schemes are inadequate. (This is a major labor issue, however, and not just a
divestiture issue). Combined with the fact that the public pension programs
were underfunded, this resulted in delays in retrenchment and in the overall
divestiture program.

5. see Sven Hegstad and Ian Newport, Management Contracts: Main Features
and Design Issues, World Bank Technical Paper No. 65, July 1987.
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35. While the Bank cannot provide direct financial support for the
settlement of liabilities, some countries have used SAL counterpart funds (and
funds from other donors) to settle liabilities, despite the reluctance on the
part of the Bank to use such funds for unproductive purposes. Guinea, Mali,
Sudan, and Niger are examples. Other financing mechanisms have also been
devised to help speed up the settlement of employee liabilities. Operations in
Ghana and Madagascar, for example, establish Divestiture Accounts to handle
the proceeds from the sale of assets, part of which goes toward resolving PE
liabilities. However, the lack of seed money and completed sales has meant
that these funds have remained empty, thereby minimizing their effectiveness.
Restructuring Funds have been set up to support severance payments in Mali,
Niger, Guinea, Togo, and Tunisia, for example. There is as yet no evaluation
of how these have worked. '

36. Granting Special Privileges. Monopoly rights, favorable

financing terms, and protection from imports have been grarted in some
instances. These have often been outside the import tariff structure and
investment code established as part of the overall reform program. In Guinea,
for example, six of the fifteen completed transactions accorded the purchasers
more favorable terms than those foreseen under the new Investment Code. The
cigarette manufacturer received a monopoly on both production and imports; the
soft-drinks company obtained an eleven year monopoly on the sale of Coca Cola
and othetr soft drinks, plus a limit on the production of its competitors; and
the match company received a ten year monopoly on production, with no minimum
tax for fiva years. In addition, subsidized loans were granted to finance
working capital needs, and assets were sold at low prices repayable in local
currency without interest over a long-time period. In Togo the leased steel
mill (STS) obtained government obligations to repurchase at book value any new
investment made by the lessor during the lease period, and duty free imports
of raw materials, machinery and equipment. Similar concessions were granted to
the other privatizations in Togo as well.

37. The issue of special privileges is a complex one. Governments,
deal-makers, and purchasers argue that concessions have been necessary to
attract and compensate investors (both foreign and domestic) for high-risk
situations and poor asset conditions ensure the future profitability of the
firm, and generate downstream effects in the long-run by balancing special
privileges with special obligations (to support local production of raw
materials in Guinea, for instance). But while high levels of protection can
yield financial improvements, they rick creating new sources of economic
inefficiency and distortions. While it is still early to assess the full
impact -- i.e. whether private owners are using the resources more
efficiently, whether privatization has led to greater competition, and whether
prices have changed -- the net economic impact of such transactions, and of
the poor balance between divestiture and liberalization, is a critical issue
that requires further study.

38. Subsequent bank operations have responded to these concerns.
Togo SAL III and Guinea SAL II call for agreement on a timetable for
reviews/amendments of special privileges granted in previous deals, and the
elimination of monopoly and other special privileges granted to privatized
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enterprises beyond the provisions of the new Investment Code. In Guinea, a
National Investment Commission has been set up to ensure that future
agreements remain within the framework of the Investment Code. The Commission
will receive TA from the proposed Second Economic Management project. More
recent operations emphasis on ex ante rather than ex post measures to prevent
such transactions.

3. Managing Divestiture: Institutional Arrangements and Capacity

39. Decentralized vs. Centralized Arrangements. Almost all of the

countries under review have created high-level committees to undertake the
strategy, policy guidance, approval, and monitoring functions. These
committees usually comprise of key ministers and representatives from other
parts of the government and, sometimes, the private sector. Two different
institutional strategies for handling operational or implementation functions
have been followed: delegation of these functions to sector ministries and
holding companies, or their centralization in a single focal point. In part,
the choice depends on the scope of the reform program; in part, it depends on
the prevailing institutional set-up for PE reform.

40, A number of countries (such as Tunisia, Guinea, Uganda, Panama,
Jamaica, and the Philippines) have delegated these tasks to sector ministries
or holding companies on the assumption that they are in the best position to
evaluate the condition of the PE and propose a course of action, or given the
large scope of the program. In some cases, these decisions have been de facto,
evolving from the absence of a central institutional set-up for overall PE
reform or, conversely, given the strengths of a particular ministry. Such an
approach works well where sector ministries and holding companies are
committed to reform, where they have (or have access to) technical expertise,
and where there is some central mechanism capable of providing advice, support
and momentum to the program. In Tunisia, for example, the process has
apparently been highly satisfactory, with a minimum of duplication and time
loss and good guidance by CAREPP, the central policy committee. In the
Philippines, National Development Corporation moved rapidly in divesting its
enterprises. And in Chile, the technical ability of CORFO (the holding company
accounting for the bulk of state holdings) led to successful divestment of a
large number of enterprises. In these instances, the availability of good
technical expertise and commitment were critical factors in success.

41. On the whole, however, the involvement of several different
implementing units has led to: (i) unevenness in pace and approach; (ii) the
lack of consistency in deal-making practices; (iii) the spreading of scarce
technical skills thinly across several implementing units; and (iv)
inadequately specified lines of authority and institutional conflicts, and the
inadequate functioning of the coordinating committee. Moreover, bureaucratic
and political resistance on the part of sector ministries to divest their
portfolios and thereby sacrifice rents, power, and control, combined with a
reluctance of PE managers to assume greater responsibility and accountability
and give up job security, have, in some instances, been impeding factors. In
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short, vested interests and other factors have hampered quick decision-making
and overall coordination.

42, In Guinea, for example, while the Ministry of Industry moved
quickly and dynamically to privatize a large number of enterprises, the
interministerial committee originally charged with providing strategic
divestiture guidance instead became involved in operational tasks. Moreover,
its lack of executive authority over the ministries weakened the decision-
making process; sector ministries were able to bypass the committee in
obtaining approval for deals that were conducted in an ad hoc manner.
Similarly, the exclusion of the Ad Hoc Secretariat from the divestiture
dialogue in the Congo led to legally contestable transactions concluded by the
"tutelle” ministry. In the Philippines, poor coordination among the numerous
implementation units on bidding procedures led to a loss of credibilicty at the
start of the program.

43. The centralization of decision-making in divestiture "focal
points" has been seen by some governments as a way to rectify some of these
problems, achieve greater speed and coordination in implementation, and
preempt patronage. Other institutionally specific factors have also been
considered in the setting up of such units. In Ghana, for example, the
Divestiture Implementation Committee and its technical arm was established as
a focal point partly for these reasons, but also as a compromise between the
competing State Enterprises Commission and the Ghana Investment Center, both
of which wanted to manage the divestiture program. The Ministry of State
Enterprises serves as the focal point for all divestments in Togo. Similar
units have also been established in the Gambia and Madagascar. Countries with
predominantly decentralized arrangements have also set-up central bodies. In
the Philippines, for example, a central coordinating team has been established
to set uniform marketing and bidding strategies, oversee implementation, and
centralize information (all of which were problems under a purely
decentralized arrangement). Similarly, in Mexico, the PE Sales Unit in the
Ministry of Finance was strengthened to counter balance the lack of
transparency resulting from cdecentralization.

44 Focal points are most effective where: (i) they are small and
staffed with high quality people with a range of contacts, clout, experience,
and adequate skills; (ii) there are safeguards to ensure that members abide by
formal procedures for the divestment of state assets; and (iii) cthe
responsibilities of the central unit vis-a-vis those of the different
ministries are clearly delineated. In the absence of these conditions, they
can become characterized by bureaucratization, the lack of transparency from
the concentration of power, or the exclusion of the central unit from the
divestiture process. In Madagascar, for example, the Ad Hoc Committee for
Divestiture (CAH) was initially created to ensure openness and a competitive
atmosphere in implementation. But its role has been reduced to a technical
advisory function for only a few divestiture actions. Moreover, responsibility
for the liquidation aspect of the program was transferred from this body to
yet another one.

45, One issue transcends those related to the official
organizational structures set up for divestiture. Bank staff indicate that in
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several cases the official institutional arrangements have not been effective
in surmounting the tendency to centralize all decision-making powers at the
highest levels, and not to delegate to lower levels. While such decision-
making patterns are beyond the Bank and are broader issues of overall public
administration, Bank operations have, at best, tried to provide the formal
institutional structure for divestiture.

46. Adherence to Formal and legal Procedures. A number of countries
(Ghana, Philippines, Togo, Madagascar, Venezuela, Morocco, and Tunisia, for
example) have set divestiture guidelines prior to implementation, clarifying
the institutional arrangements and processes for managing the reform,
establishing rules and legal requirements for liquidation and the disposal of
assets and/or shares, and enunciating the need for transparency and
objectivity in bidding procedures. Early evidence indicates, however, that
these procedures have been ignored or bypassed in some cases., In the Congo and
Benin, for example, PEs were closed without formal authorization; in Guinea,
the legal framework for the sale of the assets of the liquidated firms was
bypassed.

47, In the case of sales, while experienees vary widely, concern has
been expressed about the ad hoec nature of the procedures and the lack of
transparency. Some early sales in the Philippines were characterized by
inconsistent decisions regarding the minimum number of bids and swap
conditions. Divestiture has come to be viewed as a way to enrich well-
connected individuals. Moreover, in several countries, sales have been made to
dubious purchasers; i.e., ruling party politicians and other "well-connected"
individuals lacking in business experience and technical expertise (Panama,
Guinea, Congo). In Madagascar, the more attractive PEs were disposed of
privately without public tendering. In Panama, one PE was originally sold to
a shell company comprised of a group of ruling party politicians. The company
went bankrupt and was repossessed by the Agriculture Development Bank, which
subsequently auctioned off the assets piecemeal.

48. A certain measure of flexibility may be required on a case-by-
case basis to forestall bureaucratic delays. But the overall disregard for
formal procedures and the resulting lack of transparency raise serious
concerns for both the Bank and divesting governments. Despite the fact that
the Bank does not and cannot control the divestiture, the association of all
divestiture actions with the Bank-supported adjustment program can make the
Bank an easy target for blame, leaving the institution with a bad name and
with the charge of ideological bias. And, the chances of future success are
jeopardized. In response to these concerns, Bank operations are emphasizing
the need to: (i) focus attention on the divestiture strategy, rather than on
specific deals; and (ii) tighten, systematize, and render transparent
divestment procedures. In the Congo, for example, the PE ID project is
financing an international investment bank to establish and strengthen the a
priori rules and procedures for asset disposal. And operations in Benin,
Gabon, CAR, and Mexico call for the design of standardized procedures prior to
implementation. Simultaneously, the enforcement of the procedures is expected
.through strengthened institutional arrangements.
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49, Technical Assistance. Divestiture requires technical expertise
of a type often not found in borrower governments or even local private
sectors in some countries: accountants, lawyers, and financial analysts, for
example. These skill shortages, in addition to the lack of highly specialized
skills such as investment banking, can lead to major implementation delays.
Poorly paid public officials rarely have the expertise in the highly technical
aspects of some types of divestiture. The slow staffing of the Divestiture
Implementation Committee (DIC) and its technical sub-committee in Ghana was a
key factor delaying the attainment of SAL II divestiture targets, for example;
similar circumstances apply in Senegal and elsewhere. Moreover, poor access to
external resources and inadequate linkage with the stock exchange leave
important issues such as pricing, timing, and size of issue either sidestepped
or not fully understood by the implementing parties.

50. Thirty of the 71 operations finance TA to strengthen the
capacity of the managing institutions to execute divestiture targets in a
timely and effective way (Table 4);. The majority of these operations provide
assistance for preparatory activities (enterprise audits, classification
exercises, and the development of action plans). Some twelve operations
finance assistance for specific implementation tagks, including legal matters;
pricing issues; negotiating the terms and conditions of the sale, management
contract or leases; identification of private partners; and regulation after
sale. These operations are found in countries in which the scope of reform is
relatively large: the Congo, Madagascar, Gambia, Ghana, Togo, Uganda, Morocco
and Venezuela, for example. The remaining operations either use unallocated
funds from existing TA, or provide no TA at all. This could reflect a variety
of factors: the small scope or early stage of reform in these countries; the
availability of grant money or assistance from other donors (USAID and Asian
Development Bank in Philippines, USAID in Jamaica, for example); time and
resource constraints in the preparation of new projects; and country
resistance to external involvement in this politically sensitive area.

51. Bank staff face certain difficulties in designing and
implementing TA for divestiture: (i) identification of qualified yet
affordable technical assistance in this new lending area;® (ii) the time-
pressures in taking loans to the Board; and (iii) the often leng lag between
operations (in Senegal, for instance, where specific institutional needs have
been identified, but there is a potential lag between TAL II, which has been
extended, and the proposed Parapublic III project, the preparation of which
has been delayed due to the lack of staff resources.) The poor quality of
technical assistance has, in some cases, contributed to implementation delays
(Senegal and Ghana, for example).

% The cost vs quality dilemma is often posed: specialized firms (merchant
and investment banks, for example) are most qualified to undertake privatization
tasks but they demand high fees. Moreover, they may be difficult to involve given
weak investment opportunities in many of the less developed countries. At the
same time, their services are perhaps less critical, and more easily replaceable
by qualified individual consultants, in smaller countries which are not selling
in international markets.
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4. Financing Divestiture

52. A crucial factor in many countries is the relatively limited
capacity of the indigenous private sector and local capital markets to respond
to divestiture. Poor domestic resource mobilization, a weak tradition of
local equity investment, low investor confidei:ce, overvalued and unstable
exchange vates, and financially strapped banking systems have led to potential
financing constraints, particularly in the case of the bigger privatizations.
This combination of factors has led to foreign participation in a number f
countries. In Guinea, for instance, foreign partners obtained majority
ownership in fifteen industrial enterprises including tobacco, beer, and
cement; and in Togo, 70% of the share capital of newly divested enterprise. is
foreign. However, the restrictions on certain purchasers (foreign and certain
local groups), combined with limited local capacities can be a major
bottleneck to the implementation of larger divestments.

53. The question of financing mechanisms for divestiture has been
directly addressed in only a few Bank operations. In Togo, technical
assistance is provided to the Ministry of Economy and Finance under the
Enterprise Development project to establish a Mutual Investment Fund. As a
financial intermediary holding and issuing shares to individual and
institutional investors, the Fund is expected to play a key role in
facilitating the participation of Togolese investors in the privatization
process and in deepening financial markets. In Morocco, technical assistance
is provided under the PERL for advice on stimulation of the stock market,
introduction of new financial instruments and promotion of brokerage
institutions. (Assessment of the effectiveness ¢f these experiments is
lacking.) And in Senegal, an Investment Fund is »eing set up to address
financing issues. The majority of operations, hcvever, pay minimal attention
to developing innovative financial instruments -- such as debt/equity swaps
and the use of government bonds, strengthening the ability of banks and other
financial institutions to sell shares and subsequently transfer them,
utilizing pension funds, tapping cross-border investments and setting up
schemes nationals residing abroad, developing employee participation schemes
and so on -- that are particularly critical as the larger and more complex
divestments come to the implementation stage. The Cofinanding and Financial
Services Department (DFS) has begun work on this topic and is proposing to
accelerate its work program on the use of debt/equity swaps in privatization.

5. Divestiture and Labor

54. The resistance of labor to divestiture is often posed by
governments as a serious obstacle to divestiture. Of course, labor concerns
are not just a divestiture issue. They are also related to the broader
adjustment measures of public sector rationalization and public expenditure



.22

reform. Indeed, these latter measures may generate greater labor opposition
than that directly attributable to divestiture. Nevertheless, labor oppositicn
can indeed slow the pace of the divestiture program, particularly in countries
where past employment and pay policies have granted job security and
relatively high wages to large and excess numbers of employees and where there
is an absence of alternative employment opportunities elsewhere in the
economy. Other countries have, however, found ways to mitigate labor
opposition. In the Philippines, for instance, where overstaffing has been less
of a problem, 80% of the workers were rehired by the divested companies.
Generous severance packages were provided to the laid-off staff. Similar
experiences have been recorded in Panama and Malaysia.27 In Mexico,
employment concerns were ameliorated by the early involvement of workers
unions, who became partners in eleven of the newly divested companies. Other
countries such as Bangladesh and Malaysia have minimized the potential
negative impact of restructuring by reserving shares for disadvantaged groups.

55. The employment ramifications of liquidations, in particular,
have been high. In Benin, for instance, 3,000 employces of liquidated PEs
became unemployed; in Mali, 700 employees have so far been terminated; and in
Tunisia, the liquidations to date have involved 1,600 lay-offs, Training and
Redeployment funds have been established to softern. the social impact of
adjustment (including divestiture) in several operations. For example, a
reinsertion fund has been established under Senegal SAL III to ease the
transition of laid-off workers and to provide resources for small-scale
projects in agriculture, industry, fisheries, commerce and services. Similar
programs are employed in Mali, in Ghana -- where, in addition, divested state-
otned land is allocated to retrenched workers -- and Benin. Togo SAL III
finances studies of staff reconversion and retraining programs and alternative
sources of income and employment such as employee/management repurchase of
enterprises through leverage buyouts, and/or lines of credit to assist in the
start-up of small businesses.

56. While it is still too early to assess how these have worked
(indeed, any assessment goes beyond the narrow issue of divestiture), scanty
evidence indicates that such funds, while they may help alleviate the short-
term adjustment problems by providing severance pay and retraining, are likely
to achieve little if the overall macroeconomic situation is poor, if the local
private sector is small and lacking in dynamism, and unemployment rates are

27 In the privatization of the Port Authority in Malaysia, for example, the
workers were given three choices: (i) they could opt to terminate their
employment and receive severance pay; (ii) they could opt to join the new
company, but remain as employees of the Port Authority; (iii) they could opt to
terminate their employment with the Port Authority and become employees of the
new company, on terms no less favorable than those currently enjoyed. Ninety-
nine percent of the workforce opted to join the new company, reducing the Port
Authority's payroll by almost 900 workers. At the same time, the new company
gained concessions: 1lifecime job security was no 1longer guaranteed, and
compensation and promotions would be linked to work performance. See Roger Leeds,

Malaysia: Genesis of a Privatization Transaction, Harvard University, December
1988, ’
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already high. Thus, measures to address the social costs should also focus on
the creation of jobs in the overall economy and on the identification of
substitute jobs in other sectors (which may, obviously, be a rather long-term
matter). The situation is not hopeless. In the Gambia, for example,
participation by public employees in the redeployment program was low,
reflecting good absorption rates by the private sector due to buoyant economic
growth. And in Guinea and Niger, employees of liquidated banks were rapidly
redeployed in the private or public sector where specialized skills such as
accounting were in short supply. Nevertheless, in view of the importance of
these issues, more research is required on developing adequate incentive
packages for lay-offs specifically through divestiture and tracking of the
laid-off employees.

C. SELECTED MANAGEMENT ISSUES_FOR THE BANK

1. The Lending Instrument: Timing and Sequencing

57. The process of divestiture has been more time-consuming and
institutinnally intensive than originally anticipated. The political economy
of such reform, combined with the technical complexity of design and
implementation, imply that overall PE sector rationalization is a relatively
long-term process and one that requires support over a mix of operations that
simultaneously provide the needed policy and institutional support. To date,
quick-disbursing SALs have been commonly utilized as vehicles for such reform.
Indeed, SALs play a critical and necessary role, providing the needed leverage
and encompassing macroeconomic policy reforms without which the supply
response to and expected benefits of divestiture may be minimal. Sales and
management contracts, for example, would have little efficiency impact under
distorted pricing and trade policies, and foreign exchange allocation systems.
In short, liberalization, simplification of the regulatory framework, and
increased commercialization of the PE sector as a whole -- all typical
elements of a SAL package -- are critical to creating the appropriate
environment for the efficient operation of the divested companies. At the same
time, SALs are not sufficient for divestiture reform in view of the commonly
acknowledged problems of the: mismatch of time-horizons and their fast-
disbursing nature; inability to provide longer-term institutional support for
implementation; high political visibility; and focus on quantitative targets.
In short, SAL emphasis on speed and quantity can lead to undesirable negative
results. While these shortcomings have been overcome by stretching out reform
over successive SALs and utilizing TALs to provide the needed institutional
support, the greater use of loans focussed on the PE sector -- including PE
SECALs and PERLs -- and the development of more innovative, slow-disbursing
facilities would be critical to providing more in-depth support for
divestiture.

58. The question of sequencing divestiture with other reforms is
also important, particularly in the case of monopolies and in countries where
the conditions for divestiture are lacking. Poor macro or industrial
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strategies, inadequately developed capital markets, and the preponderance of
poorly performing PEs have increased the risks of implementation failure and
led to potentially negative economic consequences. Given these factors,
divestiture constraints have been (or could be) particularly difficult in sub-
Saharan African countries, although, ironically, it is these countries in
which the Bank has most frequently proposed such reform. Reform measures to
commercialize PE operations -- including promoting financial discipline,
reforming labor laws, providing more autonomy in pricing and other operational
decisions -- can, in these countries, play a critical role in screening the
most viable candidates for future divestment and putting the most inefficient
ones out of business, even without the politically painful medicine of
divestiture. In Togo, for instance, broad policy limits on government
expenditures and other financial discipline measures had the effects of
employment reductions and PE closures, both of which facilitated the
implementation of the divestiture program.

2. es vestiture Cond a

59. Approximately 42 of the 71 operations specify the divestment of
PEs as a condition for the release of funds (Table 5). Is such conditionality
appropriate and what have the outcomes been??® Different strategies have
yielded different results. Divestment actions fall on a continuum ranging from
"hard" to "soft," varying in the type of actions to be taken and their levels
of scecificity., Ar the "hard" end, approximately ten operations require(d)
the divestment of specific PEs to be completed in time for tranche
disbursement (Guinea, Togo, Congo, and Panama, for example). While the use of
conditionality for the completion of liquidations can be relatively less
problematic, setting hard targets for sales and management contracts has
proved to be counterproductive for several reasons: (i) unrealistic or
specified deadlines could give investors unfair advantages in bargaining on
both the sale price and special concessions; (ii) complex transactions,
requiring the settlement of a range of sensitive issues, could be hastily
concluded over the short tranche periods; and (iii) factors beyond the control
of government can delay completion and jeopardize overall SAL success.
Conversely, the pressure to make the numbers look good can lead to "quick and
dirty" deals.

%8 The broader issue of the compliance with conditionality is rot addressed
here. Most countries tend to meet the quantitactive targets set out in the reform
program. Few if any loans are canceled for non-compliance; and only a handful
of cases postpone seriously tranche release. Practically all supervision and
tranche release reports use phrases such as "substantial progress achieved,"
"subsequent projects expected to accelerate the program," "in accordance with
intent of conditions," and "conditions have been satisfactorily met." In cases
of difficulty, unmet conditionality is simply rolled over into action plans under
subsequent SALs.
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60. Consequently, some loans adopt(ed) broader quantitative targets,
requiring governments to divest a certain amount of PE assets, with the choice
of specific PEs left to the government. In Jamaica, for instance, the
conditionality required the divestment of "at least J$150 million" of total PE
assets; in the Philippines, second tranche conditionality called for the
completion of all steps to get 30 PEs in a "vendible form", representing at
least 20% of the gross value of assets to be privatized. Such targets are,
havever, relevant only in cases where there are a relatively large number of
PEs for divestment (as was the case in both Jamaica and the Philippines).
Where there are but a few PEs for divestment, quantitative targets can be
tantamount to specifying the divestment of individual PEs.

61. For these reasons, recent Bank loans appear to be moving toward
"softer” targets focussing on the initiation and completion of the procedural
steps required prior to actual divestment. Such conditionality, it is argued,
focusses on the "best efforts" of the government in moving toward sector
rationalization, rather than on the achievement of specific targets that are
difficult to define and supervise. Thus, some twenty operations require the
"{nitiation" of divestment procedures, specifying, for example, that:
enterprises be "brought to the point of sale" and/or offered for sale; the
search for potential investors be established; and the institutior.al set-up
for implementation be put in working order. Experience with this approach has
yet to be determined. While it resolves the difficulties associated with
"hard" targets, the trade-off is that it may result in all but the final --
and most meaningful -- action. For irstance, a condition of SAL III in Senegal
was that enterprises be offered for sale. While this was done, none of the
enterprises have yet been sold (although it is not clear that the sales would
have occurred had the conditionality been harder) 2

3. Monitoring and Evaluation

62. Support for divestiture, particularly where the scope of reform
is large, can entail a significant monitoring and evaluation burden on Bank
staff, so much so that it is ineffectively done. In Togo, for example, the
initial leasing arrangements of the steel mill were not carefully examined by
the Bank, although today much concern is voiced about the long-run costs of
this arrangement to the country.30 In the case of Guinea, one Bank staff
member indicated that infrequent and superficial supervisior led to the Rank
being "taken by surprise" at the generous terms and conditions granted in the
divestments. Supervision difficulties arise from the: (i) reluctance of
governments to involve the Bank staff before specific transactions are
completed; (i1) tight staff resources vis-a-vis the time required to follow-up

® The difficulties of designing divestiture conditionality are also covered

in John Nellis, Public Enterprise Reform in Adjustment lending, PPR, WPS 233,
August 1989,

30 gee Togo, SAL I, Program Performance Audit Report, Report No. SecM88-
876, July 22, 1988.



-26-

on individual transactions; (iii) lack of expertise to assess specific
transactions (industry specialists, experts in regulatory economics, etc.):
and (iv) complexity and/or the relative positiun of the component in the
overall adjustment program, leading to prioritization in supervision missions.

63. With growing operational experience and the maturing of Bank
projects, supervision reports are covering the divestiture component in
grecter amount of detail. Valuable information is provided not only on the
numbers of enterprises divested but also on the type and value of assets being
divested, the amount of revenues raised throurh sales, the extent of foreizn
participation, and the institutional procedures in implementing reform. In the
Philippines, a regularized monitoring system has been established under cthe
PERL so as to ease the supervisory burden at the Bank's end. The importance of
adequate monitoring and ex post evaluation cannot be overemphasized,
particularly in the case of the larger programs yielding potentially big
efficiency gains. Togo SAL III, for example, supports a reassessment study of
the divestiture program to date. Similar studies and reviews are also
supported in Niger, CAR, and Mexico.

IV. CONCLUSIONS

64 . The above analysis demonstrates the following conclusions
regarding the use, in Bank operations, of divestiture as a tool of PE reform.
Sinc> Bank support for divestiture may be construed as, involvement in the
internal politics of borrower countries, and since the political and economic
conditions vary from country to country, a fundamental conclusion of this
study is that the Bank cannot use a single design and implementation blueprint
for all countries. Bank operations should be flexible, paying careful
attention in strategy formulation to prevailing country conditions.

65. In addition to the need for country specificity, other
conclusions and suggestions for improving the design, implementation, and
management of Bank operations supporting divestiture are offered. First, while
there have been a relatively large number of divestments in several cases, the
divestiture actions have not have yielded the full potential of the expected
fiscal and efficiency gains. In some cases, they may, in fact, have led to
negative consequences. Several factors account for these results: (i) the
divestment of predominantly small- and medium-sized enterprises that are
neither the biggest portion of the financial burden on the government nor a
likely source of significant sales revenue; (ii) the use of partial
divestments of commercial PEs operating in competitive markets for strategic
and other reasons that could lead to continued government interference and few
improvements in operational efficiency; (iii) the assumption by governments of
liabilities that are often higher than the sale price; (iv) the granting of
special privileges and monopoly rights to attract new investors, which create
new sources of inefficiency.
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66, The lack of significant outcomes can be traced in part to the
policical constraints facing member governments. In part, they can be traced
to weaknesses in design and implementation of the reform program. Improvements
in the divestiture process would therefore seem desirable, with greater Bank
involvcment in specifying clearly the criteria or principles for the: (i)
sel=ition and targeting of candidates and techniques, taking into account
count:,; conditions (use of management contracts and joint ventures where -
stieright sale is difficult, for example); (ii) preparation of PEs for sale,
ir.i.adiag Jinancial restructuring, shedding of excess labor, and managerial
lnprovements; (iii) development of appropriate methodologies for asset
valustion; (iv) resolution of outstanding liabilities of the PEs to be
divested, particularly the larger omes; (v) deal-making process, including
conmpetitive bidding, avoidance of special privileges and concessions, etc; and
(vi) liquidations of enterprises where sales have proved difficult.

57, Second, the bulk of Bank involvement to date has taken place in
sub-Saharan Africa. Clearly, the scope for the divestiture of the small- and
medium-sized commercial enterprises exists in these countries. But the
combination of distorted macro environments, weak local private sectors, and
inadequate institutional capacities demonstrate that Bank operations pay
particular attention to the sequencing of divestiture with other macro and PE
sector reforms in this region. Thus, the divestiture of some PEs, especially
those of large PEs being divested into monopolistic or nearly monopolistic
markats, is best coordinated with the removal of existing distortions and the
creation of the necessary regulatory and institutional framework. Moreover,
strict financial discipline and commercial policies would also result in the
closure of inefficient PEs without having to go through the politically
painful steps of outright liquidations. In short, the best policy in some
cases may be to create the appropriate environment for the efficient
functioning of PEs, and avoid an overemphasis on divestiture per se. Ownership
changes are only one element of the overall reform program, the implementation
of which could foster the appropriate climate for divestiture at a more
opportune moment. And the threat of divestiture could itself serve to increase
PE efficiency.

58. Third, inadequately specified organizational arrangements and

the lack of technical expertise have resulted, in some cases, in significant
insticutional problems in the implementation of divestiture. This has led to
many problems, including the lack of transparency and the lack of adherence to
formal procedures. Where the scope of the program has been large and where
local capacities are limited, the problems have been especially severe.
Greater care could be taken in Bank operations to delineate, a priori, the
institutional set-up for executing divestiture in a timely and transparent
fashion. While these are bound to be highly country-specific, experience
demonstrates some important guiding principles: avoidance of excessive
bureaucratization by minimizing the number of institutions involved; ensuring
quick access to top decision-making levels; making easily available the
necessary technical expertise; and establishing, ex ante, clear guidelines for
. the deal-making process.

69. Fourth, as countries progress to larger and mure complex
divestitures, there would be a need for Bank operations to: (i) provide more
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implementation assistance for asset valuation, selection of technique,
establishment of the regulatory framework, and the like; (ii) arrange
financial resources to meet the transaction costs, including employee
liabilities and the settlement of liabilities; (iii) address the labor issues
more directly, devising attractive severance packages and other mechanisms to
mitigate potential opposition; and (iv) develop financing mechanisms, such as
debt/equity swaps, use of government bonds, and mutual investment funds, to
facilitate the implementation of large divestitures.in countries with
relatively weak private sectors. These demands would require greater use of
lending instruments other than quick-disbursing SALs. These could include
public enterprise loans, private sector development loans, as well as
conventional projects. In addition, new slow-disbursing facilities
specifically geared to meeting the needs of divestiture may alsc need to be
created.

70. Eifth, the preparation and supervision of divestiture reform can
be staff intensive in terms of time and expertise where the program is large.
Operational staff, who are often cverstretched with responsibilities spanning
two to three countries, emphasize the difficulties in identifying and
obtaining the needed technical resources from other parts of the Bank and IFC
for preparation, appraisal, and supervision. The.poor fit between an
institutionally intensive reform program and shortages of appropriate staff
resources clearly needs to be addressed at the management level. Moreover, the
monitoring and evaluation of divestiture actions -- the need for which is
unquestionable -- is also likely to place further strains on staff resources.

71. Einally, future research efforts should focus on conducting more
in-depth case studies to: (i) gather more factual data on the numbers and
types of enterprises being divested, the magnitude of divestment in terms of
the overall sector, the techniques utilized, etc; (ii) analyze the process of
such reform, who is doing what, how are decisions made, etc.; and (iii)
analyze the several unanswered questions with regard to the financial,
economic and distributional outcomes of divestiture reform.
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Teble 2

BANK PROJECTS WITH DIVESTITURE COMPONENTS
(Approved as of June 1989)
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DIVESTITURE QUTCOMES

Loan Effective or
Tranche Targets

Status

Annex 1

Comments

genin

(Staf¢ Aporaisal
Report for SAL,

SAL: Satisfactory progress
in implementing PE sector
restructuring plan.

Action prior to Loan:
Dissolution/liq. of 12 PEs (TAS,
TRANSGENIN, 1BETEX, SCOIMAS, CI8,
SOTRACOS, SONATRAC, SOGECOS, etc.)

Proceeds ingsufficient to pay
employee claime

$-891
Privetization of 6 PEs (SONAE,
OBECI, ONAYNO, AGS, RAVINAR)
CAR SAL [1I: Liq. Report & Privetization report Liquidation Report not
Preparation of pt2./liq. prepared satisfactory; new report
(Back-to-Qffice report for 1988, being prepared
Report 4-89) 10 PEs in process of (iqQ.(3 banks,
Reduce (iq. expenses and transportation, tourism, public
complete Liqs. by Oec. 1989 works, bookstere)
Pursue ptz. of 8 PEs 3 PEs in process of pti.(wood pro-
cessing, slaughterhouse, Lesther)
Econ Mgt:
Complete negotiations on 6 PEs ptzd. (shipping, food pro-
SEGA, SIRIR! cessing, public works, insurance,
mechanical and bookatore)
Pursue negotiations on &
other PEs
Audits just begimning; will not
Study ptz. .of other PES meet 2nd Tranche reiease date
Congo Implementation of PE divest Full privatization of 3 PEs (UAB,
program as agreed SIAP, SOCOME)
(Supervision ’
Report ____ 1 Progress in implementation Opening of capital for 14 PEs
of settiement of dedbts of (textile, 1ndustry, agriculture,
PEs to be liqsptz/rehab. food processing, et¢,)
Liquidation of 10 PEs (hotels,
yogurt, ship building, etc.)
Gabon Decisions on PEs for Liq. Decisions made concarning pt2/liq Govt. will need reinforcement
and/or privatization of Gaben-(nformetique, SHO, SHM, of team in charge of parastatsl
(8sck-to-0ffice SUTEGA(textiles), SNTH(hotel) reform (only 3 persons currently
Report 4-89; involved) -
B8ack-to-Qffice Decisions mede as to reform of &
Report $5-891 PES(OPRAG, SONATRAM, CNI, ASECNA,

Ciments du Gabon, BNCR}

Govt. is to reduce sharehaiding of
SNGB (wood marketing)

Action prior to lLoan:

6 Lliq. in 1987-88: Pizo (gas dist.),
sotravil (urban petro. explor.),
CODEV end SOGACCO (comwm. distr.),
Petrogadb (petro. explor.), and
SONADECI (Cagri.)
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ouTcoEs

Loan Effective or
Tranche Targets

Status

Comments

Gamdia

Ent. Qev.:
PE progress reaview ard implem.
plan for Qiv, programs.

SAL {1

Satisfectory performance
review, incl. assessment of
progress in implem. of P€
divestiture program,

Prepared valuations for seversi
holdings.

Rimority holdings of Standerd
Chartered Sank, CFAD (trading co.)
and Brikena lce offered for public
sale.

Steps initiated for div. of minor-
ity holdings of Seaguil Coldstores
and African (Suwing) Hotel

Noldings for Stardard Chertered
Sank, CFAO andt Old Atlantic Hotel
sold.

Ghana

SAL |:
S PEs will be offered for
sale/liq.

Proceedings for another $ PEs
will be initisted.

Divestiture Committee created,

PeL:
Complete dossiers for § PEs.

Iniciate div. on 10 PEs,
SECAL:

Segin div. of selected
indugtrial SOEs

SAL (I:
Implem, of 1989 div. program.

Agreoment on 1990 div. prograa

Div. 10 PZs by 1989, inc.
State Fisheries.

32 SOfs advertized for sale:

+ 10 have dossiers prepared
for ptz.

+ & have Govt. commitment to
sell ity interest in joint
venture .

10 PEs are ot finsl stage of liq.

ODelays may undermine credibility
of SEC and overal\ divestiture
program, [FC is recommended

for assistance in identifying
private partners.

Delays in divestiture pragram
due to lack of adequate and
Qqualified staff; uniikely that
1989 targets can be met.




Loan/Report

~41~

OIVESTITURE QUTCOMES
con‘t,

Loan Effective or
Tranche Tergets

Status

Commants

Guines

SAL [:

Gove. will have begun implem.
of Ligq. program for primery
banks.

Govt. will establish AP for
restruc. of non-industriel
PEs, including divestiture,

SAL I1I:

Agreement with Govt., on list
of PEs for divest., including
timetable for implementation.

Privatized PEs: 29 industriasl, 2
commarical, ! service.

Liquidated PEs: 10 industrisi, 51
commercial, 8 service.

PEs to be ptz/liq: $ incustrisl,
7 commarciasl, 2 service.

PEs on List which are not ptzd.
by and of 1989 will be (:1q.

Retrospective review of ptz/iiq.
program to de undertaken with
Bank financing.

MadaqQascar

{Supervision
Nemo 7-89)

PE SECAL:
Satis. progress in implem.
of AP for 20 PEs, incl. div,

3rd tranche reiease recquires
20 more PE action plans.

ind & Trade: Preparation of
AP for PEs.

Liquidation begun: 9 PEs
Liquidated: 18 PEs
Oisengagement started: 9 PEs

Disengagement complete: 7 PEs

Netessary documentation concern-
divestiture sctions not received
or incomplete - falls short of

tranche relesse corditionalities

Legal giff. scill exist relating
to ability to compiete liq.
asctions; likely to worsen.

Mali

Comptete Liq. of 10 Listed *
PEs (2nd tranche).

Liq. remaining § Pés (3rd
tranche).

Study of 22 remaining PEs
to establish APs,

1S PEs already gissolved, awaiting

Liq. proceedings (Air MALI, SHM,
SAT, SCAER, SEBRIMA, SOCOMA, LPM,
SOCORAM, SOMQEPEC, SOMIEX, SONEA,
SONETRA, OCIMAN, CMTR, EMAQ).

Liq. proceedings well advanced for
a2 mumber of companies (Air Mali).

Majority control transfered to
private sector on 2 PEs (ITEMA,
SEPCM)

Goverrnment intends to retain
majority cwnership on only & out
3% PEs in div. program

Niger

PE SECAL:
Comptete Lig. of UNCC &
SONIFAN

13 Pes priv:iiud
2 PEs integrated w/Gove, agencies

1 PE liquidated

Govt. sgreed to complete impiem.
of agreed div, program

Senegal

(Project Comple-

tion Report 6-89;
SAL IV [mitiating
Memo 2-89]

-SAL 12

Progress in implem. of div,
plans of PEs studied in SAL |
(9 PEs).

Agreement on schedule for
div, 10 more PEs.

SAL [I1:
Offer sale of & PEs.

Partial sale of & PEs.
Identify 10 more PEs for pti.

Complete liquidation of 7
PEs, 2 public escablisiments.

List of PEs for ptz/liq. adopted
March 1986 (SAL II).

List of 10 aaditionsl PEs for
pt2. presented (no sales as of
June 1989)

Liquidation of 6 PEs & 2 public
establ ishments completed Apritl
'9”‘

SAL IV Inicisting Memo: Lists
preparation of List on PEs to be
privatized (and preparation for
sale of st group from thrs
List) as condition for 8oard
presentation.
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con‘e,

Loan £ffective or
Tranche Targets

Status

Carments

Togo

SAL [I:

Substantial and satisf. pro-
gress in implem. div. plans
for PEs studies under SAL |.

Agreemant with [0A on satisf.
Qiv. schedule for spprox. 10
more PEs

SAL [!l:adoption of TOR for
retrospective review of
privatization program

10 privatizations: SNS, STH,
SOPROLALT, (010, Huileries Togo-
taises, SQDETO, SOPROMA, SOTCOM,
[1P, Sucrerie d’Anie, SBHT(steet,
sugar, oil, dairy),

Liquidation of S PES(SOMAT, SOTOMA,
SODETO, TOGOFRQM, SOTCOM) with &
more uderuay (17T, TOGOTEX, AGETY,
STA! YECHE, SOTOTOLES, CAAN).

7 PEs amaiting funding for debts
(1070, SALINTO, SOTEXMA, TOGOFRUIT,
Cie de Senin, SOTOPROMER,Le Moteur)

Review delayed; conditionslities
revised by Bank.

Consultant responsible for
view fell ill; decision not
replace him, but to ewert "
return,

Jamaice

(Agric. Sector
Adj. Operations
[nitiating Memo,
11-88; Adj. Unocer
Changing Condi-
tions 4&-89

SAL [:
Programs for 3 PEs: JRC, Jam.
Omnibus, Sanans Co.)

SAL (1:

Restructuring of sugar
sector, with leasing to
private firms

SAL I1f:
Div. of parts of Banana Co.

SECAL:

Assess ptz. of TRANSJAM, JmMM,
& JRC (transport); JTC, JEC,
(telecom,); Hotel Oceans.

Oivestiture Program: setisf,
progress toward achievement
of stated div. program, with
corpleted div. of 20 PEs with
assets of at Least JS150m.

Dissolved Jam. Omnibus.

Divested Caribbesn Cement, Netl.
Commercial Bank and Telecommunica-
tiong of Jameica

Restructured suger industry (has
involved closing some factories)

Civested 7 agro-industrial and
agricultural PE€s (sale of assets &
tong-term leasing) 1980-87; 3 more
in 1989

TRANSJAM ptz. discussions ongoing.
JRC operations improved/no pti.
necessary.

JMM sold Atiantic operation.

JTC sold 45% interest (exceeds
cond. ),

JOC ptz. prep. at advanced stage.
Hotei Oceans not ptid; should
rece losses thru conversion to
eraining facility.

Sale of 78X of CCC (cemant)

Sate of 32 PEs for JSS0Om., total
ssle of assets exceeds J$S870m.

Land divestiture involved as
welil,

Delay in SECAL 2nd tranche
Lesse due tO delay n final
report of PE assets and LiaD.

Divestiture program, in some
cases, exceeds congitionai:

Mexico

Sstisfactory progress in
implementation of Disengage-
ment Program consisting of
199 PEs.

Actions prior to loan:
0f 706 PEs divested:

226 sold

78 merged

376 liquidated

28 transferred to local govts,
449 PEs still retained
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OUTCOMES

Loan Effective or
Tranche Targets

Status

Commants

PhiLippines

Reform Program for GCs:
Qffer for saie 30 targeted
PEs.

Finalize plans for 100 PEs.

3rd Tranche, offer 30 more
PEs for ptz. .

In all, 122 GCs approved for ptz.:
29 GCs privatized (10 partiatly)
7 offered unsuccessfully

20 GCs have decisions pending
10 GCs have been reviewed for finasl
recommendation,

Govt. monitoring program so as to
meet target date of August ‘89 for
the 208 div. required for tranche
release.

Govt. decision to ptz. 30% of
Phrlippines Netl. Benk as of 4-89

Privatization plans for severat
GCs still needed; may hold up
2nd tranche relesase because of
needed T.A.

T.A. ard studies of 15 GCs are
being finance under USAID grant.

About 130 GCs are to be abolish-
ed, regularized or converted to
privete foundations; plans for
20 are slready prepared, but 100
total are needed for second
tranche release.

Tunisie

Govt. will bring to sale a
group of PEs, satisf, to dank,

Submit review including
further candidates for ptz.

Sale of & hotels, 2 textila (SITER,
SITEX) and smaller holdings (imc.
3 construction subsidiaries of
datiment).

Liq. of STIA (car luimlv), SNt
(mgch. workshep) and virtually atl
of SOTEMI‘S iron Ore mines.

Govet., aims at div., 10 PEs per
yesr, but mekes no firm commit-
ment to that number.
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WPS327

wPS328

WPS329

WPS330

WPS331

WPS332

Title

Protection Facing Exports from
Sub-Saharan Af:ica in the EEC,
Japan, and the United States

Economic and Policy Determinants
of Public Sector Deficits

Earmarking Government
Revenues: Does it Work?

The Old and the New in Heterodox
Stabilization Programs: Lessons
from the 1960s and the 1980s

Ethical Approaches to Family
Pianning in Africa

Manufacturers' Responses to Infra-
structure Deficiencies in Nigeria

Do Exporters Gain from Voluntary
Export Restraints?

Making Noisy Data Sing: A Micro
Approach to Measuring Industrial
Efficiency

Europe, Middle East, and North
Africa (EMN) Region Population
Projections, 1989-90 Edition

L]
Latin America and the Caribbean
(LAC) Region Population
Projections, 1989-90 Edition

Africa Region Population
Projections, 1989-90 Edition

Asia Region Population Projections,
1989-90 Edition

Effective Incentives in India's
Agriculture: Cotton, Groundnuts,
Wheat, and Rice

PRE Warking Pager Seri

Author

Refik Erzan
Peter Svedberg

Jorge Marshalt
Klaus Schmidt-Hebbel

William McCleary

Miguel A. Kiguel
Nissan Liviatan

F.T. Sai
K. Newman

Kyu Sik Lee
Alex Anas

Jaime de Melo
L. Alan Winters

James R. Tybout

Rodolfo A. Bulatao
Eduard Bos

Patience W. Stephens
My T. Vu

Rodolfo A. Bulatao
Eduard Bos

Patience W. Stephens
My T. Vu

Rodolfo A. Bulatao
Eduard Bos

Patience W. Stephens
My T. Vu

Rodoifo A. Bulatao
Eduard Bos

Patience W. Stephens
My T. Vu

Ashok Gulati
with James Hanson
and Garry Pursell

Date

Novembar 1989

Decamber 1989

Decamber 1989

December 1989

Decomber 1989

December 1989

January 1990

January 1990

November 1989

November 1989

November 1989

November 1989

January 1990

Contact

for paper

G llogon

33732
S. Jonnakuty
37453

A. Bhalla
37699

R. Luz
39059
S. Ainsworth

31091

L. Victorio
31009

M. Ameal
37947

M. Ameal
37947

-S. Ainsworth

31091

S. Ainsworth
31091

S. Ainsworth
31091

S. Ainsworth

31091

G. Bayard
38004
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WPS335

WPS336

WPS337

WPS338

WPS339

WPS340

WPS341

WPS342

WPS343

WPS344

WPS345

PRE Working Pager Seri

Litle Author
An Option-Pricing Approach to
Secondary Market Debt (Applied
to Mexico)

Stijn Claessens
Sweder van Wijnbergen

An Economaetric Methed for Jaber Ehdaie
Estimating the Tax Elasticity and the

Impact on Revenues of Discretionary

Tax Measures (Applied to Malawi and

Mauritius)

Macroeconomic Adjustment and
the Labor Market in Four Latin
Amarican Countries

Ramon E. Lopez
Luis A. Riveros

Input Tariffs and Duty Drawbacks
in the Design of Tariff Reform

Arvind Panagariya

Projecting Mortality for All Rodolfo A. Bulatao

Countries Eduard Bos
Patience W. Stephens
My T. Vu

Bank Lending for Divestiture: A Sunita Kikeri

Review of Experience

Private Investment and Macro- Luis Serven

economic Adjustment: An Andres Solimano

Overview

Prudential Regulation and Banking  Vincent P. Polizatto
Supervision: Building an Institutional

Framework for Banks

Martin Ravallion
Dominique van de Walle

Cost-of-Living Differences between
Urban and Rural Areas of indonesia
Human Capital and Endogenous Patricio Arrau
Growth in a Large Scale Life-Cycle

Model

Policy Determinants of Growth:
Survey of Theory and Evidence

William R. Easterly
Debe-ah L. Wetzel

Policy Distortions, Size of William Easterly
Government, and Growth
Private Transfers and Public Policy Donald Cox

in Developing Countries: Emmanuel Jimenez

A Case Study for Peru

Date

January 1990

February 1990

December 1989

May 1990

December 1989

May 1990

December 1989

January 1990

December 1989

December 1989

Dacember 1989

December 1989

Dacamber 1989

Contact

for pager

S. King-Watson
31047

A. Bhalla
37699

L. Riveros
37465

K. Cabana
37946

S. Ainsworth
31091

G. Orraca-Tetteh
37646

E. Khine
37469

WDR Office
31393

C. Spooner
30464

S. King-Watson
31047

R. Luz

39059

R. Luz
39059

A. Bhalla
37699
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T

The Old and the New in Heterodox
Stabilization Programs: Lessons
from the 1960s and the 1980s

Ethical Approaches to Family
Planning in Africa

Manufacturers’ Responses ta Infra-
structure Deficiencies in Nigeria

Do Exporters Gain from VERs?

Making Noisy Data Sing: Estimating
Production Technologies in
Developing Countries

Europe, Middle East, and North
Africa (EMN) Region Population
Projections, 1989-90 Edition

Latin America and the Caribbean
(LAC) Region Population
Projections, 1989-80 Edition

Africa Region Population
Projections, 1989-90 Edition

Asia Region Population Projections,
1989-90 Edition

india: Effective Incentives in
Agricuiture: Cotton, Groundnuts,
Wheat, and Rice

Secondary Market Prices under
Alternative Debt Reduction
Strategies: An Option Pricing

PPR Warking Pager Seri

Author D

Migusl A. Kiguel December 1989

Nissan Liviatan

F.T. Sai
K. Newman

December 1989

Kyu Sik Lee Decamber 1989

Alex Anas

Jaime de Malo
L. Alan Winters

James R. Tybout

Rodolfo A. Bulatao
Eduard Bos

Patience W. Stephens
My T. Vu

November 1989

Rodoifo A. Bulatao
Eduard Bos

Patience W. Stephens
My T.Vu

November 1989

Rodolfo A. Bulatao
Eduard Bos

Patience W. Stephens
My T. Vu

November 1989

Rodolfo A. Bulatao
Eduard Bos
Patience W. Stephens

My T. Vu
Ashok Gulhati

November 1989

Stijn Claessens
Sweder van Wijnbergen

Approach with an Application to Mexico

Built-in Tax Elasticity and the
Revenue Impact of Discretionary
Tax Measures: An Econometric
Estimation Method with Application
to Malawi and Mauritius

Jaber Ehdaie

Contact
for paper

R. Luz
61588

S. Ainsworth
31091

L. Victorio
31015

S. Ainsworth
31091

S. Ainsworth
31091

S. Ainsworth
31091

S. Ainsworth
31091
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Iile

Macroeconomic Adjustment and
the Labor Market in Four Latin
American Countries

Complementary Approaches to
Financing Heaith Services in
Africa

Projecting Mortality for All
Countries

Supply and Use of Essential Drugs
in Sub-Saharan Africa: Issues and
Possible Solutions

Private Investment and Macro-
economic Adjustment: An
Ovaearview

Prudential Regulation and Banking
Supervision: Building an Institutional
Framework for Banks

Cost-of-Living Differences between
Urban and Rural Areas of Indonesia

Human Capital and Endogenous
Growth in a Large Scale Life-Cycle
Modet

Policy Determinants of Growth:
Survey of Theory and Evidence

Palicy Distortions, Size of
Government, and Growth

Private Transfers and Public Policy
in Developing Countries:
A Case Study for Peru

India, The Growing Conflict
between Trade and Transport:
Issues and Options

Housing Finance in Developing

Authot

Ramon E. Lopez
Luis A. Riveros

Germano Mwabu

Rodolfo A. Bulatac
Eduard Bos

Patience W. Stephens
My T. Vu

S. D. Foster

Luis Serven

. Andres Solimano

Vineent P. Polizatto

Martin Ravallion
Dominique van de Walle

Patricio Arrau

Wiliam R. Eastery
Daborah L. Wetzel
William Eastery

Donald Cox
Emmanuel Jimenez

Hans Jurgen Peters

Robert M. Buckiey

Countries: A Transaction Cost Approach

Do

December 1589

December 1989

December 1989

December 1989

December 1989

December 1988

December 1988

December 1983

Cantact:
for.pzper

L. Riveros
61762

S: Ainsworth
3109

E. Khine
61763

WOR Office
31393

C. Spooner
30464

S. King-Watson
33730

R. Luz

61588

R. Luz
61588

WOR Office
31393



