
Parenting as a Package Deal: 

Relationships, Fertility, and Nonresident Father Involvement among Unmarried Parents* 

 

 

 

Laura Tach 

Harvard University 

 

Ronald Mincy 

Columbia University 

 

Kathryn Edin 

Harvard University 

 

 

 

Forthcoming, Demography 

 

 

 

 

Direct correspondence to: Laura Tach, Department of Sociology, William James Hall, 33 

Kirkland Street, Cambridge, MA 02138, (617) 894-8483, tach@fas.harvard.edu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
*Acknowledgements: The authors wish to thank Julien Teitler, Marcia J. Carlson, Jean Knab, Sara 

McLanahan, Judith Seltzer, Frank Furstenberg, Lynne Casper, two anonymous reviewers, and participants 

in the Malcolm Weiner Social Policy Work in Progress Seminar at Harvard University for helpful 

comments on earlier tables and drafts. The Fragile Families and Child Wellbeing Study was supported by 

Grant Number R01HD36916 from the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development and 

other private funders. The contents of the paper are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not 

represent the official views of the NICHD. A previous version of this paper was presented at the 2008 

Annual Meeting of the Population Association of America in New Orleans, LA. 

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Research Papers in Economics

https://core.ac.uk/display/6258062?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
mailto:tach@fas.harvard.edu


Parenting as a Package Deal: 

 

Relationships, Fertility, and Nonresident Father Involvement among Unmarried Parents 

 

 

 

Abstract 

 

Fatherhood has traditionally been viewed as part of a “package deal,” where a father’s 

relationship with his child is contingent upon his relationship with the mother. We 

evaluate the accuracy of this hypothesis in light of the high rates of multiple-partnered 

fertility among unmarried parents using the Fragile Families and Child Wellbeing Study, 

a recent longitudinal survey of nonmarital births in large cities. We examine whether 

unmarried mothers’ and fathers’ subsequent relationship and parenting transitions are 

associated with declines in fathers’ contact with their nonresident biological children. We 

find that father involvement drops sharply after relationships between unmarried parents 

end. Mothers’ transitions into new romantic partnerships and new parenting roles are 

associated with larger declines in involvement than fathers’ transitions. Declines in 

fathers’ involvement following a relationship or parenting transition are largest when 

children are young. We discuss the implications of our results given the high levels of 

relationship instability and multiple-partnered fertility among unmarried parents. 

 


