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The City Beautiful Movement, from about 1900 to 1910, has exerted the great influ-
ence on the design, planning, and management of many American cities. Its effects are
still observed in, for example, wide tree-lined boulevards, ornamental parks, monumen-
tal neoclassic buildings, and street embellishments, etc. However, many critics hitherto
have been under the misunderstanding that the City Beautiful Movement was derived
from the 1893 Chicago Fair and had been subjected to the influence of the grand manner
city planning only.

In this paper, the fresh interpretations are tried to put the City Beautiful Movement
and to clarify the correct meanings and origins of the movement in place of the traditional
notions. Three concepts are presented in this paper. These are municipal art movement,
civic improvement and outdoor art movement. Each movement had been formed from
the historical roots predating the 1893 Chicago Fair and had obtained the original results.
The formative years of the City Beautiful were from 1897 to 1902. In this period, these
three movements had spread out into many cities and in each city, their leaders found
that they were bound together by the common interests in city beauty. In this way,
these three movements were united to the City Beautiful Movement.
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