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A hypothesis on the Background of Museum Origin in Japan

YAJIMA Kunio

Through 15th to 18th Century Europe, there were a lot of private collections, so called Cabinet or
Kunstkammer. Almost of these collections are directly turn to the modern museums after the latter
half of 18th Century.

At the same age in Japan, middle to late Edo period, there were almost the same social phenomena.

There were many private collections mainly based on the Honzo-Gaku(closely resemble to the natural
history) which were compared to the Cabinets or Kunstkammer, and also these collectors and Honzo
lovers were formed an academic groups which compared to the Academy of the western world.
Japan was closed the door to the western world without Netherland at that age. So, the new
knowledge of western world had been brought from Dejima of Nagasaki by Dutch. Many physicians,
surgeons and also Honzo scholars were studying Dutch and Dutch scientific books. But they could
not get the collect image of the cabinet, kunstkammer and museum. Through that age, there was no
museum or museum like institution.

The first museum in Japan was founded by the Meiji Government in the beginning of Meiji
Era. The key persons of that were Yoshio TANAKA, Hisanari MACHIDA and Tsunetami SANO.
TANAKA was 2 Honzo-Ka(natural historian). MACHDA wanted to preserve the Japanese cultural
properties. SANO aimed at the civilizing industries. The first Japanese museum was established as an
enlightenment institution for the people. Their hopes were come true but not perfectly. It had not
clear organization of scientists, and also clear image of collection managements.

In this paper, I will extend some sketch of the social and academic background of that situation.
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