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A STUDY OF KAWAZU-GAKE

Hiroshi MAGARA
Assoc. Prof. Health and Physical Education

Meiji Univ. Tokyo JAPAN

Currently, 'Judo have an aspect as an international sport. To make
Judo spread and developed correctly, it is neccesary to reveal the trend of
times regarding forbidden techniques and reasons why it has prohibited.

There is the technique that is called Kawazu-gake in Judo, not only in
Judo, but also in Sumo, wrestling, Sambo and other martial arts. It is tho-
ught that both the origin of Kawazu-gake in Judo and that in Sumo are
the same. The oldest picture drawing Kawazu-gake, still remains, seems
to be that of Sumo at Beni Hassan in Egypt. . o

In Japan, Kawazu-gake is drawn in “Choju-giga” of Sumo to frog with
rabbit, that was painted by Sojo Toba. I think the oldest document con-
cerning the technique of Kawazu-gake is the twenty-fifth stories of Tuneyo
Narimura who was a Sumo wrestler in “Konjaku-mohogatari-shu”. In
“Soga-monogatari”, it is described that Saburo Kawazu used Kawaz-gake
when he engaged in Sumo with Goro Matano.

I infer the change of the name of Kawazu-gake as following; Kawazu-
nage, Kawazugake, Mizu-gake, and Ippon-gake called in olden times cha-
nged to Kawazu-gake because Saburo Kawazu had used in the Sumo, and
Kawazu-gake have done to Uchi-Kawazu, Kawazu-otoshi and other arts.
Kawazu-gake had been known to so-called “Soga-mono”, in which there
are some lines about Kawazu-gake, that is (Kawazu-gake come to be well-
known now on account of the victory of Saburo Kawazu who is a friend
of justice) or “Kawazu-gake-Soga-no-honsetsu”.

After 543 years from the historical fact that documented regarding Ka-
wazu-gake, Kawazu-gake was prohibited in Judo match in 1955, and the
Japan Sumo Association adopted it as a formal technique in the match in
1960.
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