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release,
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miracles
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loveand miracle-working
available
to youtodayastheywereto anyone
duringthetime whenour Saviorwalkedupon
this earth."
UsingBiblicalparallelsanddrawingon
experiences
commonto us all, Dr. Iee idenlife.
tifiesmiraclesyoucanfind in everyday
Miraelos Sti.ll Happm takesus pastthe
physicalmiraclesof the Bible,and revealsthe
greaterrealmof spiritualmiracles.Theseare

the real miraclesthat makean everlasting
difference.
Dr. RichardLeeis the seniorpastorof
the Rehoboth
BaptistChurchin metropolitan
on thenationAtlanta.Heis alsothespeaker
There's
Hopetelevisionand
ally syndicated
radiobroadcasts.
His writingsapper on a
and
regularbasisin nationalnewspapers
magzines.
Available
Hardcover$I 1.99 ISBN084-9906-660.
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weekand ask for operatorB-lJ.
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Vines,president
of the
Baptist
Convention,
Southern
hooesto set "a toneand
create
anatmosphere
where
healing
canoccur."
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Churchbuildingsaren'tforever.
Peelingpaint,shrinkingroomsand
worn out facilitiesareproof that
buildingsageascongregations
grovr
A time comeswhen churchesmust
expand,renovateor redesign
available
space.
Fixingfacilitiescanbe hardon a
fixedbudget,but drawingfrom
existingfundsor goinginto debt are
not your only options.
RSIis the mostsuccessful
church
fund-raising
companyin the United
States.
For 16years,we havehelped
churchesrepairandupdatefacilities
by coveringcoststhroughbiblically
basedfund-raising
programs,
More
than 1,300churcheshaveformtd
partnershipswith RSI,to build,
increasegivingto an annualbudget,
relocate,clearexistingdebt- or to
repaiqreplenishandremodel.
Whenthe costof upkeep
threatensyour churchbudget,call
RSLRenovations
don't haveto paint
you into a corner.

flIsf,ftffis3*

AmericA's
PremierCburch

Fund-Raising
Company
12770MefitDrive,Suite900
Dallas,
Ibxas75251
800-527-6824
Calgary,
403-236-1554
Toronto,416-492-32t8
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LlfeAld
A Christ-Centered
Helpline

For

America'sHurting
"Theministryof LifeAid
is on the cuttingedgeof helping
peoplein need.I am gratefulto
God for such a Christ-centered
ministryof hopeand help,"

@.

. , . . . . .r ,

Dr. Jerry Vlnes
Pastor, Flrst Baptlst Church
Jackeonvllle,FL and
Presldent,SouthernBapllstConventlon

"l wholeheartedlyendorse the
LifeAidministry. I believe
this to be
a wonderful
work and
muchneeded
ministry in
our day and time. I wouldnot
hesitate
to recommend
LifeAidto
anyone as a Christ-centered
counseling
helpintimesofneed."

"lt gives
megreatpleasureto recommend
LifeAidservicesto thosewhoare in needof
qualified
counseling
andinterventionin theirtimeof personal
crisis.
ThisnationalChristian
referral programhasalreadyproven
to bea channelof hopeforthousands. . . and I endorse its
"
serviceswithoutreservation.
Dr, RlchardLee . Paetor,
RehobothBaptlstChurchand Speaker
lor There'sHopeBroadcast. Tucker,GA

"Without
a doubt,one
of America's
mosteffective
Christ-centered counseling
centersministeringBiblical
principles
to a
person's
body,
m indandspir it."

Dr. J. Harold Smlth
Presfdent. Radlo Blble Hour
Newport, TN

Dr. Freddle Gage
Evangellst,Go Tell Crusades. Euless,TX

"LifeAidis an answerto prayerfor
pastorsand Christianworkerswho
needto referthosein needto qualifiedChristian
counselors,
socialworkersor ministers.
Youcandependon
thisvitalministry
to betherein a time
of crisisor to meeta daybydayneed."

"lt is our privilege
to touchthe
livesof hurtingpeopleat theirtimeof
greatestpersonalneed. . . When
youor someone
youloveneedshelp,
you'llbe glad to knowthat Christcentered
careandcompassion
areas
closeas 1-8OO-LifeAid."

Dr. BalleyE. Smlth
Presldent,BalleySmith Minlstries
Atlanta.GA

Dr. Robert S. McGee
Presldent,RAPHA
Houston, TX

1-800-LifeAid
(1-800-543-3243)

o Langhorne
Liberty
LifeAid
Mission
Plaza. Lynchburg,
VA24514
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I Very popular

IT

the sense of fulfillment. If people
want to encouragetheir pastor, then
follow his leadershipwholeheartedly and invest time with personal
involvement in reaching others for
Christ. If he's a godly man, he'll stay
and "give his life for the sheep."

man for the Lord's sake."
Obtaining a permit to prepare
Your monthly publication has
and hand out sandwiches is no
proven to be very popular among the
different from securing a license to
men here at the prison. It is always
drive a car or to get married. I feel
passedaround among many of the
that someof our Christian brothers
men and enjoyed by them. It has
are overreacting and have carried
proven to be very helpful and inthe principle of separation of church
structional as well as interesting. Bob Wallace. Pastor
and state too far.
When we started a ministry to
Galilean Baptist Church
W. James Pall, Chaplain
troubled teenage girls in 1971, we
Cedar Hill, Texas
State Correctional Institution
were told by a veteran in this kind
Dallas, Pennsylvania
I State is not interfering
of work to seeif we could get a state
license.We have one and the state
I Money can't buy happiness
W.N. Otwell ("Texas Pastor is not interfering one bit in the
Stands Firm," May) seems to be spiritual ministry we offer to the
I must confessmy uneasiness doing a goodthing in giving out free girls. Furthermore, our home has
with the emphasis in John M. food to the poor and hungry. He may been open for 18 years while others
Koessler'sarticle, "Help Your Pas- be sincerein his efforts, but I believe have been closed.
tor to Stay." I do agree that the he is wrong in not obeying ScripThere was a time when I might
local church is biblically responsible tures such as 1 Peter 2:13. "Submit have felt similarly to Brother
to take goodcare ofthe pastor finan- yourselves to every ordinance of Otwell, but thank God for somewise
cially. Should this be the consideration that motivates him to stay?
I started out 25 years ago with a
big financial packageof$50 a week,
serving as full-time youth director.
If money will help a man stay, I
should not have gone to that church.
Over the years since that humble
beginning, I have been treated fairly weil.
At the expenseof being misunderstood or appearing "superpious," I thought "men of God"
should be spiritual enough to consider the will of God as the reason
for staying. A frnancial packagewill
be the primary attraction and consideration of "hirelings" but not to
"good shepherds." Those who are
motivated by money will flee to
greener pastures when another
church offers bigger packages.Some
men stay in denominational
churcheswith great financial packDiscover
howyoucantakeadvantage
otlhealtractive
Church
agesat the expenseof[not] separatpre-qualifications
Financing
Program
byCML.Minimum
offered
ing themselves from Liberalism.
(2) 100adult
for a CMLloaninclude:(1)3 yearsof existence,
members,(3) minimumloanof $300,000.
Many men have moved in times
of discouragementwhile few ever
Toreceiveyour"FreePlanning
Guide"and
a preliminarymortgage loan applicalion,call or write loday.
think of moving when they seethe
blessing of God upon their ministry.
Tbll Free:l-800-258-3642
u"NH:1-603-224-2373)
Money has no power to buy happiness, even in the ministry.
ChrislianMutualLife,MortgageDepartment
As I seeit, a financial packageis
6 LoudonRoad.Concord.NH 03302-0858
a distant third to the will of God and
1989
July/August

counselfrom godly men who helped
me developa clear biblical perspective on the issue.I am afraid Satan
is having a field day discrediting our
ministries in the eyes of an unbelieving world becauseof a stubborn refusal on the part of someto
cooperatein reasonablehealth and
safety matters.

Editor's note: Unfortunately,
prints of the pai,nting used on our
March couer a,re not auailable for
purchase. Howeuer,other uorks by
Mr Heath are auailable through
commerci,al galler i,es.
I Appreciate

I sincerely appreciate the good
article on our church in your May
Preaching & Pastoring section.
During the kick-off of the 200th
Anniversary Services,we had over
I Beautiful
1,000peoplein attendanceand fed
800 peopleat a luncheon. The pasThe cover of your March issue is tors who spokewere a tremendous
beautiful. It very closely resembles blessing to our people throughout
the water springs al Cesarea, the week. The congressman and
Philippi, at the foot of Mount Her- civic leaderswere a blessingas well.
mon in Israel.
Thank you so much for the wellAre copies of this picture by written, accurate article.
David Heath available for purchase?Ifso, I'd like to get the infor- J. Aloysius Hopson III
mation to order one.
Pastor-Teacher
Marcus Hook Baptist Church
Linwood, Pennsylvania
Joe West
New Concord. Ohio
Bill Cowell
Victory Village
Hutchinson, Kansas

"AaronManleyis a man who knows his business
and the
individualneedsof his clientele.He hassavedour minislry
lilerally lhousandsof long term dollarsby providing low cost,
effecliveinsuranceproleclion in the areaswe have need. Ile
provides promp!, professional and specializedservice lo
individualsor organizations
needingprotection assbtance.We
sincerely advise our friends to conlacl Aaron Manley and
Associales
before makinga final decisionon insuranceneeds,
or for comparisonof their existingcoverasewilh hisexcellent
Prosrams'
'l'im
Lee

$ 100,000- $ t 2.95permonth
o Low, fixed ratesfor Life Insurance
o Guaranteedfor 10 yearsor 15 years
Example: Maleage10, non-smoker,$ 100,000 of Life Insurance,Only
$12.95 per month, Guaranteedfor 10 years(a 15 yearplan is also
available)
We write over $1,000,000 of Life Insurancea day-there mustbe a
reason.We representmost major A + ratedLife InsuranceCompanies.
Call for a quote and more information.

Texas:1-8OO-441-O4ts

National: 1-8OO-227-6297

Aaron Manley & Associates
1OOOE. CampbellRoad,#116, Richardson,
TX 75081
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WhyYou
CanUseCurriculun
fromtheMptistLiterature
Board
andMakeEverySunday
Count.
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Theliteratureis basedon the inerrantWord
yourpulpit
of Godandwill complement
ministry.
Evangelistic:
Howto besavedandwin others.
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Everylessonis a life-related
Biblelesson,
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Stimulates
andholdsstudents'interest.
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"UserFriendly"Teacher's
Guide.
f

Hllorwritetoday
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Evaluation
Kit
otMltistLiteratwe
tuardmaterials.
CalllollFree
l-800-344-4309.

Completely
correlatedmaterialsthat help
teacherscut downon their preparationtime.
Built-in teachertrainingto developspiritual
understanding
andteachingskills.
VividlycolorfulstudentActivity Booksthat
appealto a generation
with
bombarded
pictures.
Teaching
Resources
that helpteachers
visualizethe lesson-andmuchmore!
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osiah was only 8 years of
age when he came to the
throne in Jerusalem. These
were dark days for Judah. Under
Manasseh, Josiah's grandfather,
they had endured more than a
half century of apostasy.Josiah's
father was so wicked his servants
conspired to have him assassinatedin his own house.Dwing
this time the temple had fallen
into disrepair. Its broken timbers
were mute testimony to the
spiritual condition of the nation.
When young Josiah saw the
condition of the temple, he commissioned its renovation. The
carpenters set to work. At this
time Hilkiah, the high priest,
made a most remarkable discovery. He "found the book of the
law in the house of the Lord"
(2 Kings 22:8).What a state of affairs! The Word of God had not
been preached for so long that
they had actually lost the Book!
A great revival followed. High
places were torn down. Idolatrous priests were removed.Worship was restored, and another
generation was sparedbeforethe
judgment of God fell.
Recentevents in the Southern
Baptist Convention causeme to
reflect on this amazing story.
More than two decades ago a
few modern-dayJosiahsbegan to
assess the condition of their
churches and schools. What
they saw moved them to prayer
and action. Churches that were
once great outreach centers for
10
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world evangelizationhad grown
cold and had fallen into spiritual
disrepair. Schools founded to
train pastors and missionaries
had become "high places" of
idolatrous intellectual pursuits.
But worst of all, they found

LI

I L
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board members with Conservatives. The last decadehas been
critical as the Liberals (who
prefer to be called "Moderates")
unleashed every weapon they
could to regain control. But God
has blessed as year after year
-sometimes in elections too
closefor comfort-we have seen
the SBC presidencyretained by
Godhasblessed
God-fearing, Bible-preaching,
as year after year
fundamental, Conservative
we haveseen
leaders.
said it couldn't be done.
the SBCpresidency ButThey
it has been done! As we
retainedby God-fearing,look aheadto the closing decade
Bible-preaching, of this century, the Southern
Baptists may very well be
fundamental,
modern-dayJosiahs leading the
leaders. way in reestablishingthe priority
Conservative
of the local church, reasserting
the inerrancy of the Bible, recommitting to world missions and
evangelism, and returning to
pulpits where the Word of God educationthat is truly Christian.
I believe this can happen.
was never preached.They had lost
the Book in the houseof the Lord! When the Word of God is
A few visionaries like Paige preached,the power of God is unPatterson dared to believe this leashed.There is no limit to what
great giant could be revived and God can do. In this issue we aprebuilt. But first the Word of God plaud many of these recent dewould have to be returned to its velopments in the SBC. We
rightful place in her pulpits and realize that what happens in the
classrooms.W.A. Criswell's book SBC cannot help but impact the
Why I Preaclu That the Bi,ble Is entire Christian world.
We encourageour readers to
Li,terally Tfu,ebrokelike abombpray
that this spiritual revival
generatshell in the convention,
might
continue and that it might
ing intense debate.A strategy for
taking control of the leadership spill over into other denominabegan to take shape. With this tions and churches to revitalize
came a chance to reshape the our ministries and refocus our
I
seminaries by replacing Liberal work.

It[thout
$hine()nS
Burning(}ut i$.
suggestedprayer,and home
TeachingSundaySchool can be one
daily Biblereadings.
of life's greatjoys.
AYEAROFTEACHING
Unfortunately preparing the lessons
can also be one of life's great chores.But VISUALS,a packetof
visual aids to accomit doesnt haveto be that way!
pany the lessons,is
Every year,more and more teachers
also available,as is
are discovering that the SIANDARD
LESSONCOMMENTARY for the Inter- a popular devotional book, 365
national Sunday School Lessonshelps
DEVOTIONS,iN
them shine on Sundaymorning,withboth compactand
out burning out on Saturdaynight.
The Commentary makes preparation large-printeditions.
You can shine every time
easierand more time efficient, by
you getup in front ofyour classto
offering everything a teacherneedsto
teach!Lookfor thesehelpful teachpresent interesting, involving and ining tools at your favorite Christian
depth lessonsthroughout the year.
Eachlessonincludesprinted Scripture bookstore.
TO ORDER,CALL TOLL FREE:
text, a lessonoutline, exposition on the
l-800-543-853.
Scripture passage,relevant discussion
(InOhio:I-800-582-1385)
topics, contemporary illustrations, a

1

Hardbound: #ll-74020,
$10.95
Kinr: #ll-01990,
$8.95

True-to-the'Biblesince1866. (

SINruORRD
IruBLSHING
812I Hamilton Arenue
Cincinnati,Ohio 45231

tothe I
SBCLooks
oments after the
election of Jerry
Vines to the
presidency of the
Southern Baptist
Convention in
1988,Paige Patterson, president of Criswell College,
informed reporters that "the course
correction has been complete.Controversies don't go on forever."
Like any democratic body, the
Southern Baptist Convention has
been periodically rocked by controversy, but in the last 10 years the
nation's largest Protestant denomination has undergone its most crucial test. The dust is settling now.
The battle is done. And for another
year, control ofthe SBC returns to
a fundamental, Conservative Jerry
Vines. What doesthe future hold for
the SBC?
Southern Baptist Past. In order to fully understand the course
of the SBC,we must understand the
purpose, structure, and history of
the organization. Prior to 1845,
Baptists in America were affiliated
with the Triennial Convention and
the American Baptist Home Mission
Society. Baptists in the South,
however, felt that the Home Mission Society neglected mission work
in the Southern states. The society
was aware of the neglect, and once
offered to pay any missionary $100
per month, instead of the usual
$100 per year, if he would work in
New Orleans.There were no takers.
The antislavery movement was
another problem. Practically every
aspect of Southern life depended on
slave labor, and the Southern Baptists simply could not foresee an
end to slavery. Many of them did
not think slavery was right, but
since it had been firmly rooted long

by Anglela Elwell
12
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before they were born, and they
could not see a practical way to end
it, they tried to follow Christ within
the establishedsystem. They were
concerned about the spiritual welfare of their slaves. They allowed
them to worship, serve as deacons,
and preach to other slaves. But
when the Northern Baptists began
to push the antislavery movement,
the Southern Baptists had no
recourse but to withdraw.
In a vain hope to keep peace,the
T?iennial Convention and the Home
MissionSociety declaredtheir neutrality on the slavery issue, but
when the Alabama Baptist Convention asked if the board would
appoint a slaveholder as a foreign
missionary, the board flatly stated
that it would not.
The shot, as it were, had been
fired and there was no retreat. Soon
293 men met in Augusta, Georgia,
for a consultative convention, and
the Southern Baptist Convention was
officially formed. William B. Johnson
of South Carolina, a former president of the Triennial Convention,
was elected president. The convention's purpose was to carry "into
effect the benevolent intentions of
our constituents, by organizing a
plan for eliciting, combining, and
directing the energies of the whole
denomination in one sacredeffort,
for the propagation of the Gospel."
Unlike the Triennial Convention, which did Iittle but promote
foreign missions,the new convention chose to include all objects of
the churches' concerns. Like an
elder brother who offers advice and
Ieadership without interference,
the convention allowed its churches
independence and equal rights.
Participating member churches
were those who contributed funds.
These two aspects of the convention have not changed.

The Southern Baptist Convention weathered the Civil War, a disruption in society and severe financial strain. There were controversies revolving around theological
questions:did Baptist churches possessan unbroken successionfrom
the first church in Jerusalem?
Could a Southern Baptist church al-
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PastforFutureSuccess
low a Methodist minister to preach
in its pulpit? Can a member take the
Lord's Supper outside the church
where he is a member? The most
damaging controversy concerned
missionaries: who had the right to
appoint and direct missionaries,the
churches, or the SBC mission
board?
Though questions and contro-
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versies raged and the convention
nearly split in 1859, the SBC survived its fledgling years to become
a powerful network of cooperating
churches with missionaries around
the world. The emphasis on missions remained strong, and the
emphasison education continued to
grow as other seminaries and colIegeswere established.Social concerns were addressedthrough the
founding of hospitals and social
programs.
In 1954 the SBC Christian Life
Commissionapproved the Supreme
Court decision declaring race segregation in public schoolsto be unconstitutional. The Court's decision,
said the committee, was "in harmony with the constitutional guarantee of equal freedom to all citizens,
and with the Christian principles of
equaljustice and Iove for aII men."
The convention founded by slaveholders had come a Iong way.
In 1924 Modernism reared its
ugly head, and most Southern Baptists stood strongly against it, but
evolution was hotly debated. Many
felt the convention should take an
unequivocal stand againstit. Others
felt such a statement would undermine the freedom of scientific
investigation and discussion that
should exist in Southern Baptist colleges. The evolution issue raised a
storm in the conventions of 1925
and 1926,but a statement by thenpresident George McDaniel reaffirming the teachings of Genesis
stilled the strife.
In 1925 at Memphis, the SBC
adopted its first formal confession
of faith. Now called "The Baptist
Faith and Message," it was written
in part to respond to charges by
J. Frank Norris, a former SBC
loyalist. Norris attacked Southern
Baptists for allegedly teaching evolution in their colleges, tolerating

"Modernistic" views of Scripture in
their seminaries, and making an
idol of the denomination in their
churches.
In 1962 another controversy
spurred a secondconfessionalstatement by the SBC. At this convention the messengers adopted
resolutions declaring the entire
Bible to be the inspired Word of
God. Southern Baptist leaders
wanted it to be clear that Baptists
place their faith in the Bible, not in
human doctrinal statements.
Southern Baptist Present. The
most recent controversy began in
Houston in 1979. At a preceding
Pastors' Conferencethe SBC seminaries had been attacked, and the
resulting concern at the convention
was i,nerrartcy. But creeping Liberalism had come to light in the SBC,
although many claimed the battle
over inerrancy was simply a ploy to
install Conservatives in powerfgl
political positions.
The problems soon became aII
too obvious. Eyebrows were raised
when Mercer University, the
nation's second largest Baptist
university, was named by Playbog
as the ninth best party school,
replete with sexy coeds who show
"true Southern hospitality. "
In a "My Turn" column in the
December 21, 1987, Newsweek,
Rachel Smith saysthat when she attended a Baptist college, "I was encouraged to decide for myself what
I believed about the Scriptures.
Stories like the Creation, the Tower of Babel, Noah and the Flood,
seemed to fit into the category of
theological myth. What was I to do
with New Testament issuessuch as
the Virgin Birth, miracles, and the
Resurrection? Fundamental beliefs
were being called into question, yet
I discoveredI could think freely and
be a person of faith. "
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positions. The convention, for all
practical purposes, is back on
track. Even if a Liberal were elected president in the near future,
Fundamentalists now placed on
boards ofthe various SBC agencies
What happened to the Baptist could not be displaced until their
messageof faith in the Bible? Con- terms expire.
SBC leaders want nothing more
servative pastors and church members wondered, while Liberals kept than to put the past behind them
calling "fundamental beliefs" into and restore peace. Many see Jerry
question.
Vines as an ideal peacemaker."He
In response, two factions devel- is very personable, totally uncomoped, each bitterly opposing the promising doctrinally, yet he will
other. The group who believes in go the extra mile to maintain harbiblical inerrancy is called "Funda- mony and peace," says Charlie
mentalist," or "ultra-Conservative," Martin, pastor of the First Baptist
by the opposing group. The group Church of Indian Rocks. "He is a
who believes that the Bible may be peace-loving person, and if the
only partially inspired, or inspired other side wiII allow him, he will do
myth, calls itself "Moderate." a lot to restore harmony in the convention."
Others call them "Liberal."
Paige Patterson says Vines will
The Liberals claim the Fundamentalists have arisen purely for influence the convention in three
political purposes and power plays. areas. "He's totally uncompromisThe Fundamentalists claim the ing in his commitment to the Word
Liberals have taken Southern Bap- of God and the lordship of Christ.
tist seminaries, literature, and He's probably one of the most fully
agenda far beyond what is accept- prepared pastors in terms of his
theological grasp. His general attiable to God-fearing Baptists.
After the 1988and 1989elections tude is sweet and gentle. He's so
of Jerry Vines as president of the approachable even people who
convention, Conservative leaders don't agree with him find they love
breathed a sigh of relief. Over the him."
last 10 years a successionof BibleIf peace cannot be found, there
believing presidents has appointed remains the question of what will
Fundamentalists to leadership happen to the Liberals in the con-

vention. A few have aligned themselves in the Southern Baptist Alli
ance. Richard Land, executive
director of the Christian Life Commission in Nashville, believes,
"Many of them will discover that
their caricature and stereotypes of
inerrantists are erroneous.Many of
them will discover that their equation of inerrancy with cultr:ral Fundamentalism is incorrect. Many of
them, I believe, will find in dialogue
with inerrantists. valid reasons for
returning to the Conservative theology oftheir adolescenceand young
adulthood. Some will be forced to
come to a decision about their
present beliefs versus historic
Southern Baptist beliefs on issues,
and will have to decide whether
they can function comfortably with
the tension between the two."
"Like sin and the Devil," says
the outspoken W.A. Criswell, pastor of the First Baptist Church of
Dallas, "we shall have the so-called
Moderatesamong us. I am praying
that as time goes on, our fundamental, Bible-believing peoplewill
becomeso numerous and so dedicated until the voice of the Moderqtes
subsidesinto an indistinguishable
whisper. This is a hope and a prayer.
"Within the next five or so years
the gulf between the Bible-believing
people in the convention and the
Liberals will becomemore evident.

a
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It is like the Scriptures say in the
Book of Amos. 'Can two walk
together, except they be agreed?'A
man who believes the Bible, and a
man who does not, have difficulty
belonging to the same institution.
They have even more difficulty outlining the work that is to be done.
May God grant victory to His Biblebelieving people."
Bill Hann, pastor of Mid-Cities
Baptist Church in Westminster,
California, knows of some Moderates who plan to join the American
Baptists or the Episcopalians.
"There are probably somechurches
that will stay in the SBC and form
a fellowship within it. Others may
stay in their local churches and do
ministry on a local basis and not get
involved in convention work or
denominational affairs."
Bob Tenery, a pastor and editor
of the Southern Baptist Aduocate,
believes the opposition group is
made up of both Moderates and
Liberals. "The hard-core Liberals
will probably pull out and form
another denomination," he says.
"But now only 50 churches of the
SBC's37,000 have identified with
the Southern Baptist Alliance. If
they can gather more churches,
they may weII disassociate themselvesfrom the SBC.
"Many of the Moderates, however. are Conservatives. but have
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been confused over the issues, due
in part to the bias of the Baptist
press and state newspapers. The
issue is not political, as many have
said. It is scriptural. Baptists have
been told there is a 'takeover'
movement, but how can you 'take
over' something you're already apart
of? We're just exercising our rights.
"Baptists are going to seewe're
not the piranhas we've been portrayed to be. When they see the
stronger missions emphasis and
keener evangelistic thrust, those
people will come on in."
Charlie Martin believes the situation of 10 years ago will reverse
itself . "When
Conservative
churches didn't want to use Liberal
literature or to support Liberal
seminaries, we designated our
support monies," he explains. "I
believe now the Liberals will do the
very thing they used to criticize the
Conservativesfor doing."
What will happen to the Moderates? Jerry Vines has only a threeword answer. "Time will tell."
The convention now faces the
task of realigning the SBCseminaries with the Baptist Faith and Message. Bob Tenery says the
Conservative trend in the convention will naturally be reflected in
the seminaries. "Some are already
more Conservative than others. In
Southern and Southeastern the

trend is seen more clearly. Golden
Gate is already Conservative.
Southwestern and New Orleans will
continue their Conservatism and
will be less amenable to Moderates
on their faculties than in the past."
The clash in seminary ideology
has presented problems in the past.
"You can't take a graduate from a
seminary with a Liberal tradition
and put him together with a gxaduate from a Conservative school and
expect them to cooperate within
the association," Tenery explains.
"If we're going to have unity, our
seminaries need to be doing some
things from the same approach. We
don't need cookie-cutter graduates,
but we need to come at things
similarly."
When Tenery graduated from
his Southern Baptist seminary he
had taken five courses in evangelism, but only recently have some
seminaries installed departments of
evangelism."We've got to do more
than turn out counselors," he
emphasizes. "Our graduates must
be well-grounded in evangelism,
Sunday school work, church\operations, and so forth."
"Southern Baptist seminaries
differ in so many deep-seated
ways," says Criswell. "One of the
seminaries. Southeastern. has been
continued on page 60

of the last l0 yearswill
into more
be channeled
productiveareas."
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SBCwith
Leading
tion in San Antonio in June 1988,
Jerry Vines was
elected to the
one-year post of
convention president with 50.5
percent of the
vote. In this
year's election he
received56.5 percent of the vote.
Vines follows a
Iong list of Fundamentalist
presidents such
as Adrian Rogers,
Bailey Smith,
Jimmy Draper,
Charles
and
Stanley.
.For a preacher, Jerry Vines is
a man of surprisingly few words.
Perhaps he has

Today Jerry Vines and Homer
Lindsay serve as co-pastors of the
First Baptist Church of Jacksonville, Florida. The 20,000-member
church is still growing. Currently
they are involved in a program to
build a new 10,000-seatauditorium.
The two men split preaching and
pastoral responsibilities.
Vines, 5L, says he is honored to
be pastor of the greatest grouP of
Christians he has ever known. "I'm
Southern born and Southern bred,"
he grins, "and when I die I'll be
Southern dead. I'm still a country
preacher, and I'm pastor of the
world's largest country church."
It's a challenging time to be Pastor of any church, Vines agrees. "I
like this time in history becauseit's
an exciting time to be a Christian.
The challenge ofreachi4g peoplefor
Christ is so great in olrr age. The

(STlike this time in history. ;ilTnll"iiilt::
L ttre challenge of reach- il]juit ",|,H||;
ing peoplefor Christ is sogleat l;t"""nttl,"};t:
in our age."

He is a man of
deep conviction,
e's a man of great personal concern, and an in'
few words, but satiable faith in both God and the
he is warm, L4.7 million Christians in the
kind, gentle, Southern Baptist Convention.
He grew up with a Christian
and of great
strength," says family in Carrollton, Georgia, and
Janet Vines. was saved at 9 years old. His first
job was as a bag boy in a local
"His is a name above reproach."
No one knows a man as well as grocery store. But when he was 16
his wife, and Janet Vines is no the Lord began to deal with him
exception. She describes her hus- about his future. "I had a clear'cut
call from the Lord to preach," says
band as a "quiet, deep, spiritually
minded man who walks'with God." Vines. "It came about over a period
Hundreds of others who know of weeks and resulted in a time of
full and final surrender to God's
Jerry Vines agree with her.
At the Southern Baptist Conven' call on my life."

3(
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Peace
andCalmness
increasing secularization of our society creates a real challenge for
those who believe the gospel."
He has taken this challenge from
his own church to the members of
37,000 churches of the Southern
Baptist Convention. "My greatest
opportunity is to be used of God to
call Southern Baptists to a renewed
commitment to personal soulwinning," he says. He was not elected
to office on a mandate of making
peacewith warring factions or whipping seminaries into shape. His
mandate comes from God, and it is
simply to lead people to Christ.
If someonewere to give a million
dollars to the SBC, Vines says he
would like to seeit applied to home
and foreign missions. His greatest
fear is that Southern Baptists will
become "keepers of the aquarium
rather than fishers of men."

misgivings about the job. "I had
great peace and calmness in my
heart," he recalls. "I try to measure
my success by what the Bible
teachesme to be and do."
Convention leaders feel sure his
commitment to personal evangelism
will unifr Southern Baptists. "Jerry
Vines is a person who is mainly interested in reaching lost souls for a
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ,"
says Judge Paul Pressler. "His loving, gracious approach will be healirg, and his deep spiritual
convictions will lead Southern Baptists in the right direction."
Bob Tenery, pastor of Burkemont
Baptist Church in Morganton,
North Carolina, says Virps will
office.tt
"continue the Conservative trend
through his appointments. He is a
With this attitude, he became good, solid, traditional Southern
president with no worries, doubts, or Baptist. He's unbending in his
Vines never aspired to fiIl any
office in the convention. "My ambition is to be what God wants me to
be. I have always felt that the office
should seek the man. not the man
the oflice."
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y ambition

IYt is to be what
God wants me to be.
I have always felt
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should seek the man,
not the man the

in Ministry
Co-Laboring
Those who visit the First Baptist
Church of Jacksonville, Florida,
usually come away a little breathless. "It's more like a small city than
a church," one visitor remarked.
The church's parking garages, the
four-story building for youth, the
large bookstore, a skating rinVgrm,
and a sanctuar5r seating 3,500 are
all very imposing. The facilities are
spreadover five city blocks on prime
property in downtown Jacksonville.
Not surprisingly, the church has
not one pastor, but two. Homer G.
Lindsay, Jr., and Jerry Vines serve
as co-pastorsofthe great Southern
Baptist Church.

Is being a co-pastor a help or hindrance to a man's ministry? Homer
Lindsay finds his role extremely
practical and helpful. "It's a blessing because it gives me someone to
couneel with. We don't have to face
our problems alone. It has been a
special blessing for me to have
Jerry Vines here, because recently
I suffered two severe heart attacks,
and Jerry Vines was able to carry on
the work. Sharing the preaching
load is also a great help."
Lindsay preachesat the late Sr.rnday morning service and on Wednesday evenings. Vines preaches the
8 a.m. Sunday morning service and

on Sunday nights. The a:rangement
allows both men to function at their
best.
Homer Lindsay says soulwinning is the greatest challenge ofthe
ministry. He began his ministry in
1962 at a small mission in Miami
with42 members.He andhischurch
made soulwinning a priority, and
since that time he has seen "37
years of church growth." By keeping
the minds of the people on reaching
the lost, Lindsay says, people will
Iearn how to love Jesus and be
thankful. A loving attitude benefits
a church in other ways, too. "We've
never had a church fuss, fight, or
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commitment to Scripture as the
inerrant Word of God. This is being
reflected in a new emphasis to our
convention on evangelism as part of
the Conservative trend."
Vines says his intention as
president is to "set a tone and
create an atmosphere where healing
can occur in our denomination.
I hope to challenge Southern Baptists to a recommitment to personal
evangelism."
As president of the convention,
his may be a complex job, but Vines
tries to keep things simple and in
their proper perspective. His
favorite words to live by are found
in Nehemiah 7:1. "Now it came to
pass." Vines says, "I've learned that
whatever you are experiencing, it
did not cometo stay. It cameto pass.
That's a comfort, especially with
some of the days I've had!"
The men who have inlluenced
him greatly are pastor W.A.
Criswell, evangelist Jess Hendly,
and writer-teacher Warren Wiersbe.
Vines is a student of the Word, and
says that if his house were on fire
and his family safe, the first thing
he would grab on the way out is his
Greek New Testament.
Jerry Vines does not minister

gest, Jonathan, is a student at
Liberty University.
How does he feel about that
accomplishment?"I feel great," he
laughs. "I'm glad and grateful they
have reached maturity. They all
love the Lord and are serving the
Lord."
Janet has found that a personal
ministry has sprung from her role as
a pastor's wife. She Ieads a Tuesday
morning ladies visitation program.
She is often asked to speak to women's groups and she enjoys reading
and playing the piano. "My first
love is my home," she smiles. "I
know that's not tremendously exciting, but it makes me happy."
girl," and he did.
She supports her husband in his
"We were engaged in two dates work at the First Baptist Church of
and married in four months," recalls Jacksonville as completely as she
Janet. "That was 28 years ago and can. "I'm faithful to church services
we've only grown closer since. The and I substitute teach in our church.
Lord drew us together in His timing, Mrs. Lindsay and I also teach a Sunand Jerry is my greatest asset, my day evening new member's class of
several hundred ladies.
encouragement and support."
A devotedfather, Vines planned
"I don't have a pastor's heart,"
his travels around his boys' athletic she says, her gentle laugh puncschedules during their high school tuating every sentencd, "but I can
days. "He has always been there for offer a wife's viewpoint. When he
us," Janet says. Today the Vines considered the presidency of the
children-Joy, Jim, Jodi, and
contimted on page 60
Jonathan-are grown. The youn-

disruption," he says. "Love and
serenity have marked my ministry
through the years. SIejust want to
reach lost people."
Though he has never experienced a church "fuss," he has
known frustration. "In my first
church we had no staff other than
me," he recalls. "We had 1,000in
attendancein Sundayschoolbefore
we were able to add our first staff
member. Wearing so many hats
and raising a family with four
children-there waea lot of pressure
in thoee days. Srorking 60 to 80
hours a week and being on call 24
hourea day was diffrcult. But in my
ministry today, I can truthfully say
that no phase is frustrating."
Lindeay has not beenalone during those 37 years of ministry. His
wife, Shirley, has beenby his side,
and they now know the joy of

grandchildren-they have five.
Lindsay now finde his greatest
joy in seeingspiritual children and
grandchildren. "Seeing children
who have grown up in the church,
married, and have children of their
own gives me great pleaeure,"he
says."Youngerpeoplewhoreadthis
won't underetand; you have to
experienceit to underetandit."
Lindsay grew up inTennesseeas
the son of a preacher. When the
elderLindsayacceptedthe pastorate
of the First Baptist Church of Jacksonville, young Homer was in the
eighth grade.WhenHomerLindsay,
Sr., retired, Homer Lindsay, Jr.,
assumedthe pastorate. "fiiere's
been a Homer Lindsay pastor here
for 49 years," he says,smiling.
Lindsay offers this advice to
younger pastors. "firere are three
killers of preachers:laziness,sex,
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alone. In May 1960 he was pastoring a church in Carrollton and in
walked Janet, a pretty, gentle, Atlanta girl. Although they had attended the same college, they had
never met. Jerry looked up and said
to himself, "I'm going to marry that

"I hopeto challenge

SouthernBaptiststo a
recommitment
to

personalevangelism."

and money. It is easier to avoid
Satan'straps in theseareasif you're
aware of them."
TVhydoesa man continueto pastor a large church after two serioug
heart attacks?"Several years ago,"
he says,"the Lordbecamevery real
in my life; I becamevery aware of
His presence.The experienceliterally transformed my life. This
awaneness
cameaboutafter time, as
a regult of spiritual growth, and is
availableto all Chrietians.I'm not
talking about the baptism or the
sealing of the Holy Spirit, but the
dwelling of Christ within you. All
Christians are not aware of it,
becaueesin and a lack ofobedience
prevent it. In 1 John we learn that
Chdst is light and in Him is no darkneegat all. firis dwelling of Christ
continued, on page 60

America's
NewCtoisters:
ApartmentHousing
arbara Oden was ready
to leave apartment
buildings behind forever. For eight years
she had served as the
manager of an apartment complex
in bustling Houston, and she was
ready for a changeofpace. She saw
an article on the Southern Baptist
Convention's mission service corps
and she volunteered to serve.
After her training Barbara telephoned the director of the Westview
Mission Center, a ministry of the
First Baptist Church of Houston.
She was hoping to work with youth,
she told Harvey Kneisel, and she
had completed her orientation and
training. Was there some area
where she could be of service?
Kneisel agreed to interview Barbara, and while she drove to meet
him the phone rang in Kneisel's
office. It was the manager of a nearby apartment complex. She was
desperatefor help. "Can't you find
someone who would be willing to
live here and help me keep my people?" the manager asked.
"'When Harvey Kneisel promised
her he'd try to find someone, and
then learned minutes later that I
had been an apartment manager for
eight years, he nearly fell through
the floor," Barbara laughs now.
"Evidently God was leading me in
this direction. I didn't want to go
into apartment ministry, but
through this God has given me a
ministry to young people, adults,
and children who would never be
reached through the church."
Today 44-year-oldBarbara Oden
stands on the frontier of a new and
virtually unnoticed mission field:
American apartment complexes.
Her work is rewarding, appreciated,
and in demand, she says. The only
problem is a lack oflaborers for the
harvest.
With two volunteer couples,$100
20
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"The only way to reach
thesepeople
is from the insideout.
IVemustmakethem
want to leave
their apartments
and cometorwhat
we haveto offer."
per month, and two empty apartments, Barbara says she can start
and maintain a mission church in
any apartment complex. She has aIready begun 32 in Houston, and 58
complexesare on a waiting list.
In 1985 there were 88 million
housing units in the United States.
Of those, 16 million were apartments. That number is growing. In
densely populated cities where land
is virtually unavailable, peopleare
Iiterally building homes on top of
one another. Forty-seven percent of
Houston's population lives in apartment housing, says Barbara, and 98
percent of those apartment dwellers
do not attend church anywhere.
Why would apartment managers
ask Barbara for a mission church?
Because what she offers benefits
the entire multifamily community.
To begin an apartment ministry,
Barbara asks the owners for two
free apartments and freedom for a
layman or chaplain to conduct
Bible study and worship within the
complex. In return she offers to
maintain a full program of wholesome family activities for all
residents.
The apartment managers are
thrilled with the results: Iower

vandalism, " increased occupancy,
and higher retention rates. "The
apartment people want their
property to be better than the others
around it," Barbara says. "And our
activities create a community atmospherethat people don't want to
leave. The residents tell their
friends, the crime rate goes down,
and peopleare occupiedwith things
that give a good feeling."
The Oaks of Wood Forest apartments in Houston had a 79 percent
occupancy rate when Wood Forest
Church began a ministry there.
Seven months later, occupancywas
96 percent.Manager Tony Luna told
t}ne Baptist Standard he was
pleased to be doing so well in
Houston's overbuilt apartment market. A sign at the complex entrance
announces, "Fun Activities for All
Ages."
Volunteer Jean Rhodes, a
middle-agesingle, Iives in one of the
free apartments to coordinate the
work. The other apartment is used
as the activity room and for worship.
Apartment buildings are filled
with lonely people with unspoken
needs."When you live in a house,"
Barbara explains, "you get to know
your neighborsand you have a sense

of community. But apartments are
very impersonal. People don't know
their neighbors beside them or the
peoplewho live below them."
The apartment mission churches
are not allowed to conduct door-todoor visitation, and most apartment
dwellers in urban areas are so tired
offrghting city traffic they are reluctant to venture out on weekendsexcept for recreation.
"The only way to reach these
people is from the inside out," says
Barbara. "We must make them
want to leave their apartments and
cometo what we have to offer. Then
we can share with them."
Pastor Steve Rice of Lutheran
Social Servicesin Columbus, Ohio,
shares Barbara's philosophy. He
oversees a program designed to
place chaplains in "nontraditional
settings": industrial centers, hospi-

tals, malls, trailer parks, condos,
and apartment buildings. Why?
"Because it is an outreach to
where peoplelive, rather than having
them cometo where we have worship

the opportunity to share the love of
God where they are."
In her work with apartment residents, Barbara has found that they
are often emotionally needy."I can't
believe that people are hurting like
this," she says softly. "Apartment
dwellers are often unstable, unsettled, transient, and their problems
seem to engulf them. They're running from one place to another looking for answers."
Rice agrees."In most large cities,
people seek apartment housing as
an alternative, especially ifthey are
going through a life change such as
divorce, recent marriage, or retirement." Rice oncehelped police talk
a distraught woman out of commitservicesand Bible study," he says. ting suicide. Another time he was
"Many people are angry with God or there to comfort a worhan when her
turned offto religion, but by estab- husband died.
lishing good relationships, we gain
Behind the many windows in

"Many are turned off

to religion,
but by establishing
goodrelationships
we canshare
the love of God
wherethey are."

Jim Whitmire
Ministerof MorethanMusic
ifteen years or more had
passed since most of us
had seen Jim Whitmire.
In position once again at
a choir reunion. I wondered if he had any inkling of how
much he influenced those who sang
in his choirs. Fifteen years ago at
the First Baptist Church of Merritt
Island, Florida, there was no youth
pastor. Instead we had Mr. Whitmire, as we called him, who was our
spiritual leader and told us things
like, "You can't go to the movieson
Saturday night and expect to have
your thoughts centered on worship
at eight o'clock Sunday morning."
He came to the growing church
immediately after his graduation
from seminary.
After serving 12 years at Merritt
Island, Jim Whitmire was called to
Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis, Tennessee.For 10 years he
worked solely with Bellevue's youth

by Angela EIweIl Hunt

He taughtus music.
He taughtus
aboutfamily life.
He taughtus
responsibility.
He taughtus
character
in a thousandways.
choirs. He particularly enjoyed
working with youth because "they
follow leadership so obediently, and
they're not encumberedby children,
families, jobs, and so forth. They're
at that time of their lives when
everything is before them; everything is exciting. They're visionary.
They can be anybhing and go beyond
themselves. They may be scared to

death, but in their enthusiasm and
Iack of maturity they will attempt
things that adults won't."
Today at Bellevue, Whitmire
overseesa music ministry involving
2,300 people ages 4 through adult.
The music program includes graded
choirs, ensembles, an orchestra,
hand-bell choirs, and annual presenJuly/August
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apartment complexesare peoplewith
specialneeds.Barbara has found that
mostapartmentsin Houstonareoccupied
by single parents and their children.
Most of the children stay alone while
their parentswork, and the apartment
ministry-activities room gives them a
placeto go for wholesomefun and an
answerto beingalone.
The activities room offers sewing,
crafts, aerobics,and sports clinics for
children and teenagers.Adults, too,
enjoy the activities which range from
Englishlessonsto weekendretreatsand
camping.
"The world is anxious," Barbara
says."That'swhy therearesomanypeople in bars-they are just looking for
somethingto do.We offersomethingfor
everyone.If we find a needwe try to fill
it."
Barbara'sonefrustrationarisesfrom
the urgency of the need. "In the last

threemonthswe'vereached250people lined up. Now I have 58 apartment
who would neverhave goneto church. complexeswaiting, and I have to
They haveneverheardthe gospel.But talk to 15 or 20 churchesto get one
to commit to this work. We can use
everyone who is willing, whether
they are able to serve as a live-in lay
couple, run an activity, or bake
cookiesfor the kids."
The best thing about the work,
says Barbara, is "seeing lives
changed that would not have been
reachedthrough the church. Many
of these people don't know the first
thing about God and Christ. We've
been able to see entire families
change, and that's a wonderful
thing to see."
Barbara Oden is willing to talk
when we provide them with a place with anyone who is interested in
where they can go, they will open to apartment ministry. For more inforus.
mation call her at (713)957-2000or
"When I first started I had in- write Barbara Oden,8405 Wednesterested churches and no apartments bu4r Lane, Houston,Texas77074.1

tations such as the Singing Christmas Tree, Living Pictures (Easter),
and a Fourth of July Celebrate
America presentation.
This past year has been a banner
year for the Bellevue choirs in more
ways than one. The choirs used
fabric banners in every production.
After singing at the Southern Baptist Convention, where the choir featured 53 banners displaying 53
names ofJesus, other churchesbegan calling for information on how
to make or rent the beautifully sewn
and embroideredbanners.
Whitmire says banners are
sprinkled Iiberally throughout
Scripture. Banners are featured
prominently in the Old Testament
as symbols of warfare, and singing
is a part of spiritual battle, Whitmire believes. "We must teach the
church that praise and singing are
warfare, and for someoneto stand silent in a worship service is like a
soldier who has been equippedbut
will not go into battle. Everyone has
a voice,whether he can sing on pitch
or not. We are all commanded to
make a joyful noise and admonish
one another in psalms, and hymns,
and spiritual songs.I read the other
day that worship and service are a
state of heart, and,musical sound is

a state of art. We should not confuse
the two."
The bestthing abouthisjob, says
Whitmire, is discovering talent.
"I've been able to watch peoplegrow
to the point where they have confidence,and they are able to seelives
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"God has givenme
a ministry
to youngpeople,
adults,and children
who would never
be reached

throughthe church."

He let us know
that nothingwasquite
asimportant
as givingour best.
changed by what they're doing.
That's a blessingto me."
Whitmire was savedas a 15-yearold while teaching a Vacation Bible
Schoolclass.He walked toward the
altar during the invitation to surrender to full-time Christian service.
Years later he realized that he truly
surrenderedhis life to Christ at that
moment. He planned for a vocation
in the ministry, and during his college years he felt the Lord leading
him into musical ministry.
But musical ministry under Jim
Whitmire is more than singing,
music, and rehearsals.It is a mindset, a point of view. The choir feels

itself a part of worship and a leader
of worship. Sitting through a Whitmire choir rehearsal without learning a spiritual lessonis impossible.
He raises his arms to bring the choir
in, then looks around and gives a
reminder, "Smile, choir!" He lowers
his arms abruptly. "You know, in
seminary we were taught there is a
heartache in every pew. Sing to that
person with a heartache. Give him
a smile. And if you don't feel like
smiling, well, smile on faith. Becausewe know the Saviour, we can
smile in the assurancethat He is in
control of everything. If you've got
family problems,or money problems,
you know that everything is in His
hands. So smile on faith-live on
faith!" He raises his arms again.
The choir smiles.
How is successmeasured in a
music ministry? Whitmire feels
there are several ways. He finds successin seeingpeopleuse their Godgiven talents. He feels that programs have been successful when
they result in salvation decisions.
"But I think the greatest thing is
when the choir, the director, the orchestra, and the people sense the
Holy Spirit is there, saying, 'Amen'
continued on page 32

WE'RESO
COMMITTED
Witha population
of overfivebillionpeople,
our worldwillonlybe reachedwiththe
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Why Do Southern Baptists
GhooseLiberty?
Although its roots
stem from an independent Baptist philosophy,
Liberty University attracts a large percentage
of Southern Baptists to
its campus each year. In
fact, over one-third of
the student body at LU
is Southern Baptist.
Why do these students attend Liberty
rather than a Southern
Baptist college or
university?
Jon Vines, a junior
at Liberty University, is
the son of Southern Baptist ConventionPresident Jerry Vines. "Dr.
Falwell had mentioned
my coming to Liberty
to my dad after I
graduated from high
school.I had

in a more spiritual atmosphere.Besides,I had
always heard good
things about Liberty."
Steve Smith, a
senior, is the son of
Southern Baptist evangelist Bailey

western Theological
Seminary in Fort Worth,
Texas, this fall.
Carmen Patterson
is the daughter of
Southern Baptist leader
Paige Patterson. Carmen
says she choseLiberty
over Southern Baptist
schoolsbecauseof its
stand on

religion classes,

Smith.
"What
drew me
to LU was
that it had
such a good
balance. I
wanted a
school with

high standards,
but at the same
time I wanted
one with a vision
for the lost. No

God. "At
Liberty I
can be
taught by
Bible-believing teachers
who take a
strong stand
on the Bible
and don't
waiver." Carmen
is a psychology

Carmen patterson'

several other colleges
before coming to LU
and was just not happy
at any of them. I felt
the Lord was leading
me to come to Liberty,
and I felt I neededto be
24

Jon Beasley, a 1988
graduate of Liberty
University, is the son of
Southern Baptist leader
Manley Beasley. Jon
transferred to LU from a
Southern Baptist college
becausehe did not agree
with the doctrines that
were being taught by the
religion department. "At
LU I could go to my

strong an
emphasis on
evangelism as Liberty.
People like J.O. Grooms
and Sumner Wemp have
served as my mentors
because of their witness
to the lost and their

passion for soulwinning." Steve is a public speaking major and
plans to attend South-
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tion what I was
being taught, because
it was what I believed.
LU held me accountable
spiritually, and I wanted
to be associated with
Dr. Falwell and with what
Liberty University stands
for. Liberty made me
strongereven in thosedoctrines I already held."
Rodney Gage, also a
1988LU graduate,
is the son of
Southern Baptist
evangelist Freddie Gage. Rodney
chose Liberty "because of its strong
biblical emphasis
and its Conservative
professors. I wanted

to be in a goodChristian environment
where I could grow as
a Christian."
Tamara L. Pugh

"Expect the Unexpected"
from Mark Lowry
"Expect the Unexpected."
The words attack you
in bold, cursive letters
all over the public relations material and "in
concert" signs of singerhumorist Mark Lowry.
But for this 1980 Liberty
University graduate, the
words are more than just
a nice motto or cliche.
They are his testimony.
Lowry's life began
taking unexpectedturns
as a self-proclaimed
"hyperactive" kid. While
doing musicals with a
local drama gtoup in
Houston, he was so good
that Broadway
choreographerTommy
Tune suggestedMark
give the New York stage
a try. Mark said Yes.
His parents said No.
So the energetic
Lowry turned his
attentions from the
stage to music. At
age 11 he began
touring with his
own Southern gospel group, Mark
Lowry and the
Impacts.
Not the ordinary hobby for
an 11-year-old.
But before
long he discoveredthere
was something missing from his
Southern gospel soundthe gospel.
"I had
grown up in
the church,
but I
wasn't a
Chris-

tian," he recalls. "I was
singing gospel music,
but I didn't have the
gospelliving in me."
At 14 he attended a
church youth camp,
"something I'd never
been able to do," he
says. There he gave his
life to Jesus Christ.
From then on he gave
up his plans of a "nineto-five businesscareer"
and allowed God to call
the shots.
After graduating from
Liberty with a degree in
youth ministries, he surrendered to a full-time
ministry in music. He
traveled for eight years
as a soloist, performing
an average of 125 concerts a year in churches
and at youth
rallies.
In addition to his
solo work
he ministered
with
evangelist
Jerry
Johnston's
"Life Expose"
crusades

for teenagers.Mark
would "warm up" the
crowd with a [umorous
1O-minutemonologuebefore Johnston spoke to
the young audience
about suicide and drug
abuse.Together, Johnston and Lowry reached
300,000teens each year.
"Laughter is the best
way to disarm people,"
Mark says, reflecting on
his time with Life Expose."BecauseI tell
true-life stories, people
relate to me. If I have
their attention I can talk
with them about the
hope we have in Christ."
In August of 1988
Mark's life took another
unexpectedturn. He performed for 10 minutes at
the Christian Artists
Seminar in Estes Park,
Colorado,hosted by
Sandi Patti and Dallas
Holm. By the time he
left the stage the crowd
was on its feet, and Mark
Lowry was on his way.
Within four months
he was the newest member of the New Gaither
Vocal Band, a contemporary, four-voice group
founded by gospelmusic
legend BiIl Gaither. The
group performs at con-

certs with the Bill
Gaither Trio.
"Mark adds more
than a voice to the Vocal
Band," Gaither said.
"He adds energ'y,intelli
gence,and spirit."
Of courseMark takes a
humorous approachto his
new job. "It's a modern-day
miracle to sing with someonewho is in the hymnal,"
he says of Gaither.
But he readily admits
that his transition has not
been all fun and games.
"Joining the Vocal Band
has been a challenge for
me. Over the last eight
years I have worked alone,
but I love the challenge
of harmonizing with the
group, creating new
material, and working with
the Gaither audiences."
Singing with the
Vocal Band has put
Mark in some unexpectedly good company. The
list of Vocal Band alumni includes Larnelle Harris, Steve Green, and
cofounder Gary McSpadden, whom Mark
replaced.That's not too
bad for a hyper kid who
dreamed of a simple
nine-to-fivejob.
RobertBunn
July/August
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LIGHT Ministries:Behind
the lron Gurtain
Pronouncedtension
and heightened nervousnesswas clearly visible on
the faces of the Liberty
students and staff members standing in line.
They looked at one another with uncertainty.
Soviet customs officials
vehemently refused to
grant permission for the
group to bring more than
2 Russian Bibles each
into the USSR, despite a
recent ruling allowing
each visitor the right to
bring in 20. Agents had
already removed excess
Bibles from several suitcasesand stackedthem on
the counter. Finally, after
an exasperating argument, an official agreedto
honor the ruling, returned
the confiscatedBibles,
and let the group clear
customs.This was the
group's first experience
with perestroika and

An LU studentand a statf member
distributeBiblesto 50 oaslorsand
evangelistsfrom the SovietUnion.
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glasnost,the restructuring
and opennessof Soviet
society which has yet to
receive wide acceptance
within the Communist
party.
LIGHT Ministries of
Liberty University sponsored this unique missions exposuretrip
behind the Iron Curtain,
involving over 30 students and staff personnel. The 13-day itinerary
included visits to the
Communist countries of
Hungary and the USSR,
with brief stops in West
Germany and Adstria.
The group experienced
many cultural differences,
as well as surprising
similarities, especially
in Hungary, but what
stood out in the minds of
most participants was
attending a service at the
Moscow Baptist Church
(the only evangelical
church in a city of 9
million) and afterwards
distributing the 750 Bibles
they brought with them.
"For me," said LU
Campus Pastor Rob
Jackson, "the most outstanding fact of this trip
was how God orchestrated the circumstances
surrounding the delivery
of the Bibles, New Testaments, and Christian
books." Through a chain
of events some would
call coincidences.the
Lord allowed the Bibles
to be brought in at a
time when pastors and
evangelists from across
the USSR were meeting
at the MoscowBaptist
Church. Peter Deyneka,
president of the Slavic
GospelAssociation,

MoscowBaptistChurch is the only Evangelicalchurch in the city of
Moscow,a city of 9 millionpeople.

major, sat next to three
through whom the Bible
women who were begging,
distribution was coordinated, stated, "God was
actually crying, for Bibles.
in this whole movement." "I had never seen anyAfter the service,which thing like that before,"
Liberty's Missions Direc- he said. "I always took
tor Vernon Brewer called for granted how easy it
the "most moving service is to obtain a Bible in
I have ever been part of
the United States."
in my life," LU students
In giving these Bibles
were able to meet with
to Soviet believers, VerRussian youth and with
non Brewer firmly statthe evangelists.During
ed, "We are not just
going to leave these
this moving seasonof
fellowship the students
Bibles with you, go back
personally handed Bibles to the United States. and
forget about you. We are
to eagerly awaiting
going to pray for youChristians. Kim Walder,
a senior elementary edu- faithfully! We are praycation major, felt this
ing that countlesspeople
will be saved, and that
was the "happiest night
of my life since I became one day we will seethem,
and you, in heaven
a Christian . . . to see the
joy on their faces when
becauseof what we are
given Bibles."
doing here tonight."
Paul Davis, a junior
marketing and psycholory
Howard Erickson
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Richard Herrin and rr$s6tt-

lnspirationalGraduates
On May 8 a very special graduate crossedthe
platform at Liberty University. His name is Richard
Herrin, a 28-year-old
from Fort Worth, Texas.
Cerebral palsy confines Richard to a wheelchair, yet he successfully
completedLiberty Home
Bible Institute this year.
Richard was institutionalized in a nursing home severalyears
ago. While there, he
developedthe desire
to live alone.Several benefactors got
him a hydraulic
lift system that
enableshim to
get in and out
of the bathtub
and out of bed.
Now he can
live on his own.
Richard has trouble using his hands, so
his dog, "Son," pulls his
wheelchair for him. Son
also picks up things for
Richard and remains a
constant friend.
Before coming to
Lynchburg for his graduation, Richard discovered
that an airline would
permit dogs on board
only if the owner was
totally blind. This meant

Son could not come to
Richard's graduation.
Richard felt this was
unfair. He brought
reporters to his home,
and through public pressure he led the airline to
change its policy.
Richard and Son flew to
Lynchburg and both participated in the graduatron ceremony.

LiferTheLUBookstore
Gampus
aaaa

The Liberty University
Bookstoreoffers many
valuable servicesto members of the campus community and to visitors.
The store carries a
large variety of souvenirs
and memorabilia imprinted with LU logos-from
quality clothing to cups,
pens,paperweights, and
bumper stickers. It also
servesas an on-campus
conveniencestore, providing health and beauty aids
for those who are not able
to shop off campus.
Students can stop by
the store to grab snacks
betweenclassesor to
pick up school supplies,
textbooks,and other academic supplements.The
LU Bookstore has a
Iarge selection of gospel
music by artists ranging
from the Sounds of
Liberty to Steve Green

and Sandi Patti.
One can find a large
stock of best-selling
books by authors such as
Charles Swindoll and
John MacArthur, as well
as published works from
some of Liberty's own
writers-Dr. Falwell, J.P.
Moreland, Elmer Towns,
and others.
The bookstore offers
graduation regalia, announcements,gifts, and
a large line of greeting
cards and plush animals.
It provides part-time jobs
for over 20 student workers each year.
To be placed on the
LU Bookstore'smailing
list, write to Liberty
University Bookstore,
Box 20000, Lynchburg,
Virginia 24506, or call
toll free: (800)446-6510.
TLP

Richard
has been called
to Christian ministry
and speaksto church
youth groups. He shares
his conversiontestimony
and then he usually leads
them in Bible study.
Richard Herrin is an
inspiration to everyone.
TLP

A L E T O A N
|2-AugustA:\RBC Children's Camp
Hydaway
21-Dr. Falwellspeaksat First BaptistChurch,
Springdale,Arkansas
August
20-Dr. Falwell speaks at EvangelicalFree
Church, Rockford,lllinois
23-LU fall semesterbegins
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His Impact on the SBC
hush fell over
the crowd. The
vote for the 1948
president of the Southern
Baptist Convention had
taken place the night before. Now the "messengers" were ready for
the results.
Outgoing SBC President Louie D. Newton,
pastor of the Druid Hills
Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia, approached
the podium to make the
announcement.
"Dr. Robert G. Lee has
been elected the president ofthe Southern Baptist Convention," Newton
told the crowd. A continued wave of applause
swept through the hall.
Lee was certainly no
stranger to the ranks of
the SBC. After graduating
from Furman University,
he had held the pastorates
of several denominational churches. At the time
of his election he was pastor of the Bellevue Baptist Church
in Memphis, Tennessee,one of the
largest churches in the convention.
Lee had addressed the SBC at
New Orleans in 1929 and again at
the Southern Baptists' 1947 meeting in Saint Louis. He had stoodin
the pulpits of various state conventions. He served as president ofTennessee'sSouthern Baptists on more
than one occasion.
The man from Memphis had
even been nominated for the convention's presidencytwice before 1948.
In the 1935 convention at Memphis

by Robert Bunn
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R.G. Lee
was a pulpiteer
of the highest
caliber.
His anointed
eloquence
exalted Christ
and. never
failed to carry
the hearer
heavenward.
David from the obscurity of a sheep pasture
and made him king of a
great nation, so God has
taken me from that poor
little old farm... and
placed me in a high
denominational place."
Lee worked long, hard
hours to ensure that
neither the Bellevue
Baptist Church nor the
Southern Baptist Convention would suffer because of him. His first
term was marked bv
he was defeatedby John R. Sampey, strong leadership in the areas of
a respected professor at the prayer and personal evangelism.
When the Southern Baptists met
Southern Theological Seminary in
Louisville, Kentucky. In 1946 he for their 1949 convention in Oklawas beaten by Newton on a vote homa City, Lee was the unquestioned choice for president again.
that required a recount.
But this was 1948.The SBC had However, he would face more
chosen a man who would not take difficulties before the end of this convention than in his entire first term.
his responsibility lightly.
In Payd,ay, Euerydny, his auto"I looked over the vast throng
and thought ofour 30,000churches biography, Lee describes two inciand nine million members-and I, dents in the 1949 Southern Baptist
the chosenleader," Lee oncetold his Convention that stuck out in his
brother in a letter recalling his first memory and were significant to his
presidential address to the con- terms as SBC president. The first
vention.
dealt with an addressto the conven"I am grateful that as God took tion given by W.E. Perry.

In addition to being a prominent
Negro pastor in Oklahoma City,
Perry was also vice president at
large for the National Baptist Convention, United States of America.
Before speaking to the Southern
Baptist crowd he told Lee, "I was
born in a log cabin in Mississippi. I
have been working and waiting 50
yearsfor this hour. And, pleasesir,
don't ring me down."
Lee promised he would not, and
Perry preached to the crowd during
its Saturday morning session.After
the speech Lee called Perry to his
side at the podium and recounted
the similarities between the two
men,both in background and in current denominational position.
Then the Memphis preacher
reminded the convention of another
similarity shared by the two men:
the same Saviour died the same
death so that both men, regardless
of race. could live in the same
heaven eternally.
"This is a parable of black and
white, written in red," Lee said in
t
conclusion.
While the event itself may not
seemsignificant, one must consider
the entire context of the situation.
The Southern Baptist Convention
had its very roots in racial issues.
The convention came out of a split
in May 1845, with Northern Baptists who opposed slavery. By the
late 1840s and early 1950sthe entire nation was bracing itself for the
race-relatedfrres that would burn in
America in the decadefollowing the
SupremeCourt's Brown u. Board of
Ed,u,cati,ondecisions of 1954 and
1955.
Lee's action with Perry set the
tone for the convention's racial
attitude at a critical point in its history. As the editor of one Baptist
newspaper stated, Lee's actions
"accomplishedmore for good race
relations than all the academic theorizing in the world."
The second memory recalled by
Lee in his autobiography concerned
an amendment presented to the
1949convention by E.P. Allredge.
As presented, the amendment
would bar anyone "who belongsto
or affiliates with any state or local
council of churches. . . sponsored
by the Intercouncil Field, Department of the Federal Council

words, Lee affirmed his stand
against the council, stated that any
action at that time would do more
harm than good, and motioned to
table the amendment.
The convention responded with
an overwhelming vote of agreement.
Becausethe motion was only tabled, the possibility of its revival
hung over the convention's 1950
meeting in Chicago. But Lee, after
being elected to his third presidential term, knew the time was right
to effectively kill the resolution. He
hit the topic hard in his presidential
address,so hard that the issuenever
resurfaced.
At the 1950 convention many
messengers urged Lee to seek a
fourth term, but he refused. The
strain of travel and juggling both a
pastorate and the presidency had
taken its toll. Lee knew it was time
to return full time to Bellevue.
One cannot underestimate the
did not speak authoritatively for its
member churches as the World impact Lee'sthree terms had on the
Council did. It was only an "advi- Southern Baptist Convention. He
led the members into a closer walk
sory committee" of sorts.
The SBCalso had problems with with God, encouragedlove between
a Liberal mainstream that ran brethren of all races,and put to rest
throughout the World Council and an issue that could have easily split
its affiliates. In 1948the convention the convention. All this from a man
declined to send even an observer who gave his life to Christ while
to World Council meetings, and has plowing his father's cornfield.
As a boy, Lee had prayed to bestated many times since that it
would never "compromise Baptist come a pastor and to preach to large
principles to enter into organic con- crowds. He found an answer to his
nections" with council churches. prayers through his position with
Yet the Allredge Amendment the Southern Baptist Convention.
Likewise, the members of the
held strong appeal for some
Southern Baptists, even though the SBCfound answers to their prayers
denomination traditionally opposed in a president named Robert G. Lee.
the Federal Council organizations.
Lee himself was a strong opponent I Robert Bunn is a free-lance
of such councils, but he saw danger writer in Louisville, Kentucky.
in the Allredge attack.
Passage of the amendment
would make the convention more
than just the "advisory committee"
it had been designed to be. The
amendment's passage could ultiby R'G' Lee
mately make il u gd"u*i.rg mav
that could lord its authority over
member churches.
In an effort to avoid a possible
split, Lee made a direct appeal to
the entire convention. He handed
his gavel to Vice President Porter
Bailes and made what biographer
"Quit you like men" (1 Cor.
John Huss called "one of the
briefest and most effective speeches 16:13).lDischargeyour obligations
of his entire life." In fewer than 100 like men.l
or. . . its six affiliated Councils"
from serving in any elected or appointed SBC position.
In 1940 the World Council had
invited the SBC to merge; but the
convention declined, stating it could
never becomea member becauseit

He led the members
into a closerwalk
with God,
encouragedlove
betweenbrethren
of all races,

andput to restan issue
that could haveeasily

split the convention.
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You receive university instructionvia
VHS videotape- all in the privacy of your
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Harning provides you with the educational
opportunity you need to enhance your
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You canearnAccreditedBachelor'sor
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"Tom Thumb," who died at 45,
was 20 inches tall. He never
weighed over 22 pounds. He was
noted for littleness.
The need now is for men noted
for bigness-men who love great
undertakings; men who go forth under the drumbeat of great convictions: men who do not seek
neutrality in issues of right and
wrong; men who love God more than
gold and pleasures; men who
strengthen the defensesof civilization by acknowledging Christ's
claims.
You men areMen Amid a Muddle. This
muddled world gasps for breath.
Spiritual mercury falls low. Faith's
wings are clipped by reason's scissors.The Bible is summonedto appear at the bar of human reason.
Undisciplined Liberalism goes nowhere sofast it arrives out ofbreath,
talking more and more of less and
IESS.

Christianity is subjectedto mercilessanalyses.Our lame, unregenerate humanity is set down in the
midst of educational institutions
and scientific marvels but remains
a beggar still. Our world has fever
worse than did Peter's wife's
mother, leprosy worse than Naaman, blindness worse than eyeless
Bartimeus. insanitv worse than
Gadara's *ild -an. Such a world
lives in the day ofjudgment but likewise in a day of grace.
If you quit yourselveslike men,
you will beMen Magnificent in Manhood.
Magnificent-like Enoch, who
"walked with God" in a world
"repulsive as a jubilee-house of
crime"; like faithful Abraham, the
friend of God,who had prayer power;
like Joseph,who refused the dirty
proposals of Potiphar's wife; like
Jacob,who conqueredcrookedness;
like Moses,who "choseto suffer affliction with God's people"; like
Samuel,who lived a holy life; like
Caleb,who "followed the Lord fully";
like Joshua, never stoppedby obstacles;like Job, who, amid calamities,
had faith in God; like Elijah who
faltered not when opposedby superior
numbers; like Daniel, who would
not defile himself with booze;like
Jehoshaphat, who "prepared his
heart to seek God": like John the

Baptist, who preferred duties he
owed Godto dangersthat camefrom
man; like Barnabas, "a good man,
full of the Holy Ghost and faith."
We need men who sell Christianity by sample, not by symbol.
One does not sell diamonds bv

The neednow
is for men
of great convictions;
men who do not seek
neutrality in issues
of right and wrong.
showing pastejewels, or health by
exhibiting a dissipated face and
emaciated muscles, or the fruit of
the Spirit by the works of the flesh.
One cannot sell faith if he is a doubter, or sobriety if he drinks booze,or
truth if he is a liar. We must be "always bearing about in the body the
dying of the Lord Jesus,that the life
also of Jesus might be made
manifest in our mortal flesh"seeking no advertisement for ourselvesbut so living as to publicize
God.
If you men quit yourselveslike
men, you will beMen Magnifrcent in Money
Matters. Money is that by which
you reach in service beyond personal action. Jesussaid, "Lay not up
for yourselvestreasures on earth"
(Matt. 6:19).
Money testifies in orphanages,
seminaries,famine-smitten and pagan nations as to Christianity's
meaning. Money tells whether you
are merciful or miserly, covetousor
Christlike-whether you prefer
transient values to permanent good.
Money may deny your declarations
of loyalty to Christ-give the lie to
your professionby saying that you
love God less than gold.
We need men like Robert Arthington, a Cambridge graduate. He lived
in a single room. He cookedhis own
meals. He gave foreign missionsfive
hundred thousandpounds.A slip of
paper was found after his death, on
which he had written these words:
"Gladly would I make the floor my
bed. a box mv chair. and another

box my table rather than that men
should perish for want of the
knowledge of Christ."
Selfishly hoarded or unChristianly used, money cankers
the soul, neutralizes faith in God,
destroysthe vitals of Christian life.
If you men make money,then make
money prove that you love God with
your pocketbooksas much as with
your hearts. Pay God His tenth.
Make your money weigh something
for God. Put it to work for God
through our agencies and institutions. Be not miserly and mediocre
but mission-minded and magnificenbin money matters.
If for Christ you quit yourselves
Iike men, you will beMagnificent in Membership. I
do not mean membership in lodges
and clubs but membership in a
gospel church, the custodian of
God's heavenly treasure. A true
church calls sinners to the mercy
seat, lifts up Christ's Cross so that
sinners might look to Christ and be
saved.The church offers solutions to
life's problems, strength to the
weak, life to the dying.
Let not your church lose its power,
the gospelofJesus. Seeto it that the
Bible is recognizedas the inerrant
Word of God, that Christ's Cross is
not relegated to the background,
that Christ's deity is not called into
question,that reason takes not the
place of revelation.
A real church has no other purposethan to preachthe gospel.Ever
has the church been called to bring
men to Jesus,to save souls-not to
solvepolitical problems,foster civic
affairs, chaperoneworldly saints, institute mere reforms that lack
regenerative force. You men need
the church, not as a looseconnection
in which you have occasionaland
superficial interest, but as the prime
interest in your lives.
We needmen in this bruised and
dying world who will be "instruments of righteousnessunto God"
(Rom. 6:13),who wiII not play with
sin; men of clean mouths, hands,
hearts who abhor evil, cleaveto the
good,despisethe works of the flesh;
men who are so claimed by Calvary
that the Cross is an experiencein
their lives; men who love with the
impelling of the indwelling Spirit,
who refute the accusation that in
July/August1989
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Christian warfare men are chocolate soldiers. We need men who are
doers of the Word, not hearers only;
men who "adorn the doctrine of God
our Saviour in all things"; who,
"denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, live soberly, righteously, godly in this present world."
If you quit yourselves like men,
you will beMagnificent in lVinning Men.
Be not remiss in caring for souls, in
bringing men into right relation to
God. This is the greatest work you
can do-greater than writing bestsellers, making fortunes, winning
high politicat oflice, or leading armies
to victory. Winning men to faith in
Jesus is the greatest work that ever
moved God'sheart in compassion,or
stirred angels' wings in flight, or
laid claim on Christian abilitiesthe only work big enough to cause
Jesus to come down from the heights
of deity to the depths of humanity,
to caII sinners to repentance, and to
give his life a ransom for many.
You men should plead with lost
men to acceptChrist as Saviour and
Lord. All your efforts for Christ
should culminate in this one great
work. Your toil, your love, your
prayers have for their ultimate end
the bringing of souls to Christ. The
lost who know you should never be
able to say, "No man cared for my
soul."
Now, some words to you who
have never repented of your sins
and trusted Christ for salvation;
who, if you meet God without
Christ, will wish you had never been
born. By your unbeliefyou pour contempt on the wisdom of God. Be not
so foolish and sinful.
ButMake
the Master
Your
Master. Basely wicked it is to reject
Christ-to look with cold indifference on the agencies of the Cross.
Great it is for a sinner to come to
Christ and be saved. and to be
mastered by the Master who Himself mastered stormv seas so that
they became whispers-mastered.
devils so that they gave up their
habitations in men-mastered Satan
until he fled like a booted curmastered death so that the dread
enemy yielded up his preymastered the grave so that it became a gate that opensfrom a desert
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to a garden.
Whitmire conti,rru,ed,frompoge 22
For 10 years a man named
Palmer walked so low through sin to what you're doing. When somethat he was utterly forsaken, cast off one says, 'That really changed my
even by his own wife. One night he life.' Well, that's success."
wandered into a mission and heard
"I believe the greatest area in
about a Saviour. He went back which a minister of music can work
is the graded choirs. If you don't
have a youth choir now, you can
grow one in a matter of years, but
you'll have to stay in one place to
reap the fruits ofyour labor. You can
gtow them from the graded choirs
up and teach them thejoy ofpraise.
"When I first gave up the preteen
choir, it hurt me, but I turned it over
to a lady who has done far more than
I could have. When I turned over the
youth choirs, it bothered me because
I had always been a youth choir
man, but now it's growing far more
than if I had stayed. If I hadn't had
those choirs, I wouldn't know how to
judge if they were doing well."
As we sat in the reunion choir,
lost in memory and nostalgia, someone quipped that Mr. Whitmire had
every night for a week and listened. "Dick Clark disease." He had not
Chords that were broken began to changedfromthe man we hadknown.
vibrate oncemore. After the service Mr. Whitmire wants to be rememone night, he groped his way bered as "a man of God, one who was
through the darkness to an old jealous for God's reputation." We
board fence near the house where remember him as far more than that.
his wife lived. There behind the
He taught us music. We literally
fence he threw himself down, hoping performed in front of thousands of
he might peep through the cracks people. For awkward, rough high
and see at the window yonder his school students, it was a period of
little girl whom he was no longer polishing. We learned to sing, to
permitted to visit. At sunrise, conduct ourselves like ladies and
Palmer-weary, hungry, lonely, gentlemen, and the importance of
heartsick-crept to the feet ofJesus. getting back to the bus on time!
A bright light was filling his heart.
He taught us about family life.
He got back a goodbusinessposition He and his wife, Linda, had met and
and also his former home. Every- married in college. They had six
where he went, he told what a dear kids, and Mr. Whitmire often
Saviour he had found.
stopped a rehearsal to share a lesAre you away from God, your son he'd learned about God with his
soul in darkness, homesick and sin- kids as his teachers. He always
sick? Creep up to Christ's pierced spoke of Linda with love, respect,
feet. He will forgive you-Iove you. and admiration. We were in awe of
Then, mastered by the Master her. She was beautiful and securein
who saves, making Christ's will the warmth of her home. Secretly
your law, Christ's command your we all hoped we would have a marjoy, Christ's hardest marching or- riage like the Whitmires'someday.
ders will be the music of your life,
As our 2OO-member reunion
until the pierced hands that opened choir stoodto file into the packedauto you the gates of grace shall open ditorium, I felt something I had
to you the gates to glory.
never known in high school-jitters.
But I remembered Mr. Whitmire's
I Adapted from The Si,nner's admonition to smile on faith. As
Saui,our, Copyright 1950, Broadman usual, the Lord had Mr. Whitmire's
Press, Nashville, Tennessee.
choir in His hands.
I

See to it
that the Bible
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as the inerrant
Word of God,

that reason
takes not
the place
of revelation.
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identified iri your area for ybur particular nee?.
4, We Oualifv; We contact the possiblereferral oDtions
(witfrut identifying you, of c6urse)and evaluati them in
iet-r of chrisuin itia professionaiexcellence,as well as
appropriatenessfor your particular need,
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havebeenissistedwith variou"s
Wpesof referrals,trlordthan 7,000have receivedinformationabout, or a referralto napf,a. For more information,or for help with a specific
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SPOKE$it|A1{
FORTI{E PERSECUTED
CHURCl|
BY .IOEL B. CURRY
On April 27, L979, a light mist
filled the afternoon air over New
York's Kennedy International
Airport.
Aeroflot Flight SU-315 descended out of the low cloud cover and
touched down as usual, but did not
taxi to a terminal gate. Instead, the
blue and gray Ilyushinjet proceeded to Pan Am Hanger 17 in a remote
area of the airport.
When the plane came to a halt
near the hanger, two fuselage doors
opened,one at the front ofthe passenger compartment and one at the
rear. Airport workers rolled a stairway up to each open door.
tian activities
and released
by the Sovietsin
Timing was very important. U.S. 1979,Evangelist
GeorgiVinsnowpreaches
in
State Department ofticials waited at pulpitsacrossthe UnitedStates.

the rear stairway. T\vo Soviet spies,
convicted of stealing classified information about U.S. militarv satellite
systems,climbed the fronf$airs. As
the two spiessteppedinto the plane,
out the rear door came five former
Soviet prisoners, including a Baptist
evangelist who had served half of
his 10-yearsentencefor engaging in
Christian ministry activities.
Only a few hours earlier, KGB
agents had taken Georgi Vins from
a cell in Moscow'sLefortovo Prison,
given him a new suit ofclothes, and
escortedhim onto the flight to New
York.
Vins's Communist captors
thought they finally had rid themselves of a persistent, effective

IMPRIS
ONED
::,!X"",'f,S
BNIS:

f
f;

near Moscow,1986.Governmentagentsbreak up a worshipserviceand drag some worshipersawayfor questionnftnnv$f
Lrf/Lrl, I tJI\9 ing.Theironlycrimeis thattheyhavonotregistered
theirchurchwiththe Sovietgovernment
andagreedto abideby the
gventheevangelism
severerestrictions
thegovernment
requires.
prohibitmostevangelism,
Thoserestrictions
of childrenbytheirownparents.
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forget that others remained in
Soviet labor and concentration
camps because of their Christian
activities.
As a Soviet citizen he was arrested three times for preaching the
gospel and other ministry
activities-in 1963 for preaching at
a church meeting in a forest near
Kiev (15 days in jail); in 1966 for
Christian activities (three years in
a labor camp); and in 1974 for
"harming the interests of Soviet
citizens under the pretext of carrying out religious activities" (sentenced to five years in a
concentration camp and five years
exile in Siberia).
The third arrest came as a result
ofhis activities as general secretary
of the Council of Evangelical Baptist
Churches, an associationrepresenting about 2,000 independentBaptist
congregations who refuse to submit
to atheistic control.
"The prosecutors used the 23rd
Psalm, among other accusations,as
evidence against me at that trial.
They called it 'anti-Soviet.' That's
ridiculous to call the 23rd Psalm
'anti-Soviet.'The Bible was written
mighthavebeenthischild'slastlook long before the Soviet state even
window
existed."
or years.
at hisfatherformanymonths

ABRIEF
GtIMPSBffXflIJ::
church leader. Instead they had
provided 2,000 persecutedRussian
churchesan energetic and relentless
international spokesman.
Before his first day of freedom in
the United States ended, Georgi Vins
decidedtheInrdhadgivenhim a new
minisbqr involving the Soviet Union's
persecutedChristians.
"Among the many prisoners
who were sentenced for religious
activities, why was I released? I
think the Lord had His plans,"
he recalls. "He had laid on my
heart a firm resolve to always
stand with the persecuted church.
So this would be my ministry, my
life in the free world. I believe he
wanted me to be a voice in the
West for all those who are sufiering.
God did it aII. I had nothing to do
with my leaving the Soviet Union
and coming to the United States.All
the actions were taken at high
levels."
Vins paid a great price for his
faith. and he was determined not to
36
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Less than two months after Vins
arrived in the United States, CEBC
leaders in the Soviet Union appointed him CEBC secretary abroad, and
a year later he established International Representation for the CEBC
to speak in behalfofthe persecuted
church. International Representation is headquartered in Elkhart,
Indiana.
Goals of International Representation include informing the world
about Soviet persecution of Christians, providing aid to the persecuted church, and uniting Christians
around the world in prayer and support for those who are not allowed
the freedom of worship.
CEBC churchesform a large portion ofthe unregisteredchurchesof
the Soviet Union. The unregistered
churches trace their history to the
1929 religious legislation imposed
by the Communists in an effort to
control, limit, and eventually
eliminate religious activity. The
1929 laws required churches to
register with the government and to
abide by certain restrictions, among
them strict limitations on the times
and numbers of worship services
and virtual bans on evangelism,
Bible study groups, and the produc-

MNANT0NOV.iRlll"JiXi?:#i"[#T:X"J"XL",?Hlii5"
in a Sovietlaborcamp.
sentence
a five-year
sentto Siberiain June1987*ter havingcompleted
thegospel.
Inall,he hasserved23yearsin prisonsandlaborcampsforthecrimeof preaching
Antonovhasa strongspiritandshowsno signof endinghisgospel
Despitehealthproblems,
'Afterarriving,I metthe localauthorities
and was
ministry.
Of his exile,he wrotein a letter,
ableto tell themaboutwhatGodhasdonefor me."

tion or distribution of literature.
After enacting the 1929 legislation, the government closedall the
seminaries and destroyed most
theological books. About 25,000
Baptist pastors and Christian
workers were imprisoned, and
22,000of them perished.
One of the pastors who died
in the labor camps was Georgi
Vins's father, Peter Vins, an
American who had gone to Russia
in 1926 as a missionary. "W[en I
was 2 years old, my father was arrested. He came home again after
three years. He was with us about
three years, and then when I was 8
years old he was arrested again.
That was the last I saw him. He
died a prisoner because of his
faith.
"My father was a great influence for me. His testimony and
his faith won me to the Lord. And
from a young age the Lord was
speakingto my heart. When I was
16 I repented of my sin and was
baptized. When I was 18 I started
preaching.I knew what the consequences would be, but it was the
Lord's work for my life."
Vins'smother had been arrested
when she was 64 and sentencedto
three years.Along with his wife and
children, she was allowed to join
Vins in the United States."She had
headedup a ministry that took care
of prisoriers' families, caring for
their physical and spiritual needs.
They organizedhelp for them, kept
track of where the prisoners were,
and did other things for the families
acrossthe USSR.We use a lot of the
facts they gather in our publications
at International Representation
to help tell the truth about the
oppression."
The persecution of Christiansin
the USSRis just as real today as it
has been in the seven decades of
Communist rule in Russia, Vins
emphasizes. The Soviet government's present effort to depict
opennessand freedom attempts to
hide what is really happening in the
country.
Thanks to the prayers of Christians around the world, in November 1988many people serving terms
in Soviet prisons because of religiousactivities were releasedby the
Sovietgovernment. They include all

:;li',Xl:fi
:yi"P;'$'i","Ji[XiT:lli':33.ili1
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of the CEBC pastors who were serving prison sentences.
There has been less harassment
of Christians at meetings of the unregistered churches in recent

months. KGB and local police
show up at meetings, however, to
take photos of worshipers and
church leaders, warning of possible resumption of arrests in the
future.
In addition, the government
allows Bibles to be sent into the
Soviet Union if they are addressed
to individual believers.
You can participate in providing
copies of Scripture to fellow
believers in the Soviet Union.
Russian-language Bibles are available at no charge, along with
addressesof individuals who need
them in the Soviet Union. You supply the postagefor mailing them. To
participate, write Georgi P. Vins,
International Representation, PO
Box 1188, Elkhart, Indiana
46515-1188.

A PAST0R
€l3"lg
1'l:f,i'#"';"i:
I Joel

servingan eight-yearterm of Siberianexilefor
the crime of encouragingyoung people to
make music to the glory of God. He was
releasedlate in 1988.The fatherof eight children, he began serving his exile in a remote
villagenearTomsk,Siberia.FindingChristians
at the village,he began meetingwith them for
worshipservices.The authoritiessent him to
anothervillagewheretherewere no believers,
in an effortto punishand isolatePushkov.But
ratherthan isolation,they had providedhim a
new missionfield.

B. Curry is a free-lance
writer in Warsaw, Indiana. He is
attending Grace Theological Seminary in Winona Lake, preparingfor
full-time Christian service.
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Parents' Rights. Laws restrict the rights of parents to
tell their own children about
the Lord.
"In 1963,when my wife and
I lived in Kiev, the authorities
wanted to take our children from us because we
were teaching them about
God. They told us not
to read the Bible with our children and that if
we choseto pray it should never be in our children's
presence.
We told them we would continue to do what we
thought was right-we would continue praying and
reading the Bible with our children. They said they
were making arrangements to take our children. But
in our casea lot of other Christians wrote a petition
to the government and threatened to demonstrate
in Moscow if that happened. So the government
backed off.
The Unregistered Church. There are a dozen
different Christian denominations in the Soviet
Union now. Each has registered churches and unregistered churches.The unregistered churcheshave
chosen not to submit to government controls over
worship, evangelism, the right to meet, and other
biblical issues.
Christians in the persecutedchurch are very close
to each other, like a big family. From city to city
across the country, they know each other and keep
up on what's happening.
The unregistered churches across the Soviet
Union run the Christian Publishing House. They
secretly print magazines, gospels, Bibles, song
books*in many languages of the nations that make
up the Soviet Union. The printing is still done in people's basements.Some of the printing pressesare
homemade. Others have been taken in from the
West.
The government searchesfor the printing teams.
When they find them, they arrest them, imprison
them, and confiscate the equipment. None has been
discovered in the past two years, though.
The Soviet Prison System. One of the main
differencesbetween the Soviet and the U.S. systems
is that Soviet prisoners have to earn their keep.
Prisoners work in many forced-labor industries
such as cutting timber, lumberyards, mining, or
agriculture.
I worked in a factory that made desks and tables.
HaIf of the 100 rubles a month I earned went to the
Ministry of Internal Affairs. That paid for upkeep
of the camp and the guards' salaries. Twenty rubles
went for food, five for the prison uniform, and so
forth. I had about nine rubles left each month to use
for things like a pen and paper, tooth powder, and
soap.
Soviet prisoners are sentencedto what is called

"general" or "ordinary regime," if they are first-time
offenders and their crime isn't
great or serious. There's also
"strict regime" - harsher conditions, harder work, fewer
letters, parcels, and
visits. That's for worse
crimes or your second
term. "Special regime"
is even worse, for repeated sentences.
The worse the regime, the more dangerous the
work you are forced to do.
Special regime prisoners do the most dangerous
work to repair and clean up nuclear submarines.
They do not get special uniforms or any kind of protection. They are just sent in to do the job regardless of the risk to their health.
The Soviet "Openness." The changes we see
today-Mr. Gorbachev meeting with some church
leaders and things like that happening-have not
actually changed the structure, the system, or the
direction that they are going.
You see, the Soviet constitution guarantees
freedom of religion, freedom of speech,freedom of
the press, freedom of assembly, but none of that
actually exists.
There might be a little bit of freedom right now,
but it is only temporary. That is becausethe Soviet
systemis built on deceitand lies. The Soviet system
says that there are two views of things-right and
wrong. "Right" is defined by what is useful to the
government today.
Therefore,the Soviet constitution isjust a sheet
of paper, and there are unwritten laws that reflect
what is in the interests of the Soviet government
for today. And tomorrow, the unwritten laws
change becausethe Communists' needs change. So
today, some freedom. Right now, Bibles can go in
through the mail. Tomorrow, if it suits the government's interests. the Bibles we mailed into the
country will be confiscated.
Mr. Gorbachev tries to portray religious freedom. He meets with people in the hierarchy of the
Orthodox church for the television cameras. But
those people are appointed by the government, and
then the government uses them to do their work in
the West. They speak for the church. But in reality
they speak for the government.
Here is an example of the real state of religious
freedom. When opennesswas being publicized for
Billy Graham's visit, one of our CEBC leaders,Ivan
Antonov, a godly man, was arrested for Christian
activities.
All the present talk of openness,the new freedoms so many people are talking about, Mr. Gorbachev's meetings with church leaders, these are
just publicity stunts. The purpose is to fool people
in the West. I
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promisesand persecutionhave been
their lot in life. They face these
things willingly. But being told they
may construct new facilities at a
different location, then being told
they must instead remodel existing
facilities (within extremely restrictive and unrealistic guidelines), has
both pastors ready to attempt forcing the issue.They have asked us in
the West to assist them by raising
a voice on their behalf, making
Western officials more fully aware
of the human rights violations and
abusesoccurring there.
On a recent trip to Romania I
met with these men of God and had
the unusual privilege ofpreaching
at the SecondBaptist Church. On
several occasions Communist authorities have told the pastors not to
preach the gospel.Pastor Nick firmly believesthat, although he has "a
scriptural motivation to obey the
government, it must be within biblical guidelines. If they ask us not
to preach the gospelwe will not obey
them. We have been commandedby
Jesus to go into all the world and
preach the gospel.This we must do."
Sitting on the platform I was
overwhelmed by the commitment I
saw on the faces of the people
thronging the auditorium. The place
was packed. Hundreds stood in the
aisles, many for three hours and
more. Others in adjoining rooms
listened through the public address
system. Pastor Paul said some
church membershave not had a seat
B R E l l 1 , E Rin the main auditorium in over 15

From the outside there is little
indication of the exciting physical
and spiritual growth occurring within the Second Baptist Church. Its
auditorium seats only 1,200, but
current attendance regularly exceeds4,000,straining the presentfacilities to the maximum. Church
leaders strive to solve the problems
created by this rapid growth. Foremost among these is the needfor expanded facilities, but surrounding
high-rise housing crowds the
church, making expansion at the
present location impossible.
Yet the SecondBaptist Church of
Oradea has a greater problem. It is
locatedin Romania, a nation whose
Communist regime firmly opposes
the growth of Christianity. In 1985,
while conducting crusades across
Romania, Billy Graham preachedto
over 35,000 people at the Second
Baptist Church. Local Communist
officials assuredGraham of positive
action on behalfofthe church. Since
then the government has continually vacillated, refusing to honor any
promises made, and has instead
placed increasedpressureon church
leadership in an attempt to stop the
exciting growth of this church.
While lack of government action
is frustrating to copastors Paul
Negrut and Nicolae Gheorghita, it
is not surprising. Sincethey became
pastors of this church, broken

years.
I was honored to be allowed to
preach to people who had been
through so much for their faith,
even more so after being informed
the government said not to receive
foreigners to preach. Pastor Nick
agteedto this, explaining, "Foreigners are those without Jesus Christ
as Lord. I will allow only brothers
and sisters in Christ to share the
pulpit."
Asked if he had ever seen anything he considereda miracle, Pastor Nick responded, "The most
evident miracle is that the church is
increasing despite all that the people are facing." The SecondBaptist
Church of Oradea is the largest Baptist church in all of Europe, a fact
the Communist government does
not appreciate.This accountsfor the
excusePastor Paul says the government is giving concerning failure to
honor promises about constructing
a new building: "How, in a Communist country, can the government
allow a 3,000-seatchurch building
when the local fine arts theater
seats only 650?" Paul's response?
"Becausemore peoplewant to go to
church." The government's prediction nearly 50 years ago that Christianity would die out in one generation has gloriously not cometrue.
The'peopleof Romania are open
and eager to receivethe gospel.For
nearly 50 years they have lived in
a societywhere decisionsare made
for them, with no alternatives. They
are ready for alternatives, something with a firm foundation. A recent study revealed that 30 to 40
percent of Romanian adults have
psychological disorders. Pastor
Paul, who graduated from the national university as a clinical psychologist,seeshow this has resulted
from the oppressivesystemthey live
in. Insecurity, distrust, and constant
worry about what you say and do
has contributed to this dilemma.
For Christians the oppression
can be worse. Persecutioncan take
the form ofjob loss,inability to gain
promotion, or refusal to attend the
university. If the Christian has an
activetestimony he may be mocked
or ridiculed by coworkers,at the instigation of Communist officials.
None of this has stopped or even
slowed the growth of the church.

The authorities are not pleasedwith
this growth and have tried many
things to stop it. They have even
said the church must go to allow for
more housing, while offering no alternatives for the church to rebuild,
thus attempting to limit growth by
squeezingpeople out.
I asked both pastors how we in
America could help. Pastor Paul
said that just by comingto Romania
we helped. "This showedus we are
not alone. You love us and care for
us. And you pray for us."
Pastor Nick reiterated this sentiment, further stating that, besides
prayers, he requests American
Christians "to get in touch with
different levels of government, requesting them to ask the Romanian
government to grant Christian
liberty." One way would be to honor
the promises made, allowing
churchesto expandand Bibles to be
printed and distributed.
Pastor Nick said that "the risk is
great" in confronting the govern-

ment. "but it is worth the cost to accomplish God'spurpose." Both pastors feel that everything which can
be done to them has been. "What
more can happen?Jesussaid, 'If you
follow Me you will have difficu.lty.'
My life is in Jesus'hands. Either I
will live or die."
Pastor Paul echoedthis thought,
saying, "We trust our lives, and the
lives of our children, to God. We
thank God for the freedoms we do
have, albeit limited, and are not concerned with the hardship and sorrow. but instead with what more can
we do for God."
We cannot let them stand alone!
Believers in Romania are our
brothers and sisters in Christ. This
demandsour involvement on their
behalf. Let us raise our voices
together.
I Vernon Brewer is vice president
of student development at Liberty
University in Lynchburg, Virginia.
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anymore. I have something worth living for."
The young convert
soon realized that God
had more in store for
him. David surrendered
to preach the gospel in
I97l. "I was in my bed
minding my own busiquestions,but no one
ness, and God said,
had the answers he need- 'David, I want you to
preach,"' he recalls. "I
ed. Before long he told
said, 'Lord, take a second
his family members to
give up on him. He
look. I've got cerebral
palsy.' He took that
wanted to die.
But one sister refused secondlook and still
called me to preach.
to give up. Through her
encouragementDavid
"I got my Bible and
turned to Philippians
continued in school.On
4:13.'I can do all things
April 17, 1970,she conthrough Christ which
vinced him to go to
church, and he accepted strengtheneth me.' And
I'm not going to let a
Jesus Christ as his
cerebral palsy body slow
Saviour. His whole attitude toward life changed. me down from bragging
"I becamea somebody on Jesus."
In the past 16 years
becauseJesus came into
David has been true to
my life," he says. I behis word, bragging on
came a brand new creathe Lord all over the
ture. I don't want to die
country. In 1988 alone
he spoke 200 times. He
has addressedyouth conferences,revivals, high
school assemblies,and
the Southern Baptist
Convention.
In 1981 he married
Karen-after family
members had told him
no woman would ever
marry him. They have
two daughters and a son.
Instead of being a victim
"The study of this
of cerebral palsy, David
book[the Bible]...
has becomea victor in
is a postgraduate
Christ.
course in the richest
He has only one
library of human
desire for his ministry.
"It's my prayer wherever
experience."
I go, that when we leave,
-President
the people will never be
Herbert Hoover
the same-not because
David came. but because
the Lord Jesus came."
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A young evangelist from Orlando,
Florida, steps up
to the church's pulpit. He walks with
an obvious limp.
His uncontrollable
trembling causes
some curiosity
among the congregation's faithful. His
slurred speech
makes listeners
strain as he begins
his sermon with a
smile.
"I know what
some of you are doing,"
he says matter-of-factly.
"You're looking me up
one side and down the
other. That's OK. I'm
looking you over, too."
Now his humor flows
easily, but there was a
time when David Ring
was not this happy.
From the beginning, life
went wrong for the
young preacher.
He was born with
cerebral palsy. "If you
don't know what that is,
when I was born the oxygen couldn't get to my
brain," he explains.
"Therefore, I was born
dead for about 18
minutes. That's why I
walk with a limp, and
that's why I talk funny."
From there, David's
life took a series of turns
from bad to worse. His
father, a Baptist
minister. died from liver
cancer in 1964. In the
summer of 1968 his
mother began her own
battle with the disease,a
battle she eventually lost
Fundamentalist
Journal

in October of the same
year.
The death of his parents left 15-year-old
David with a long list of

"Kneeolory will do
more for the world
than theoloW."
Author Unknown
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Levels
ofTraditional
Religious
Belief
among
theUnchurched

A new Gallup survey
indicatesthat there is
considerablepotential for
a return of the "unchurched" to more active
church life. The unchurchedtoday are, by
many measures,more reIigious than they were a
decadeago, suggesting
that they may be on the
verge of becoming more
active.For example, 44
percentsay they have
madea commitment to
Christ, up from 38 percent a decadeago, and
72 percent say they believe Jesus is God or the
Sonof God, up from 64
percenta decadeago.
A larger proportion of
the unchurched (48 percent)are providing religiouseducation for their
childrenthan in 1978 (43
percent).
Fifty-eight percent of
the unchurched say they
would "definitely,"
"probably,"or "possibly"
return to church, up
from 52 percent in 1978.
Factorsthat might lead
to their return include: a
changein their family
situation; a pastor or
rabbi with whom they
can openly discusstheir
spiritual needs;good
youth programs.
Sixty-eight percent of
the unchurched say they
would invite others to
join their religious congregations.Invitation

82 percentcite a religiousaffiliation.
63 percentbelievethe Bibleis the literalor inspiredWord of God.
31 percentsay religionis "very important"in theirlives.
38 percentsay religionis "fairlyimportant."
58 percentbelievein life after death.
77 percentpray to God at leastoccasionally.
41 percentpray to God at leastonce a day.
25 percentsay they have had a powerful"religiousexperience."

and evangelism are virtually ignored by the
mainline churches,certainly an important reason why they have lost
members in the last few
decades.One American
in three was invited to
becomeinvolved in a
church over the past
year, and about half say
they respondedfavorably.
Members of minoritv
groups do not feel
alienated from the
churches. Only 8 percent
of blacks and 3 percent
of Hispanics say they
have ever felt unwelcome
or excluded from any
church becauseof their
race or ethnicity. There
is no difference in un-

churched status by race
or ethnicity. However,
among the unchurched,
religion is more important to Hispanics than to
blacks or whites, suggesting that unchurched
Hispanicsare likely to
becomechurched.
The percentageof all
children receiving religious training is up,
from 60 percentin 1978
to 69 percentin 1988.
Those who have had religious training as
children-particularly
confirmation training or
training in the homeare more likely to be
churchedas adults.
Many of the reasons
why peoplebecomeinac-

tive are practical and
can be readily handled.
For example, one in five
(22 percent) of those who
say they were away from
church for two years or
more said this happened
after they moved.
" Adapted from The UnchurchedAmerican, published by the Princeton
Religion ResearchCenter,
Princeton. New Jersev.
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walls of separation
have fallen down, and
almost anything can get
in. The gates speak of
authority, for that is
where the people transacted their business.
God's authority is fallen
in some places, and "every man does that which
is right in his own eyes."
As for the rubbishplenty has piled up to
hinder the work of the
Lord.
Like Nehemiah, we do
not have to lay a new
foundation, for the old
one is still solid. Nor
must we look for new
materials; what God has
provided is still good.
This is indeed a day of
reproach, but by God's
grace, we can make it a
day of rebuilding and rejoicing as we faithfully
do the work of the Lord.
Hallelujah!

Rebuilding
inffiffimW
ffiwffitrffiffi$h
ffiw
In this day of
reproach, God is looking
for Nehemiahs-people
with broken hearts. believing prayers, bold visions, and busy
hands-to "rebuild the
wnlls

tt

Broken Hearts. Nehemiah wept when he
heard about the sad
plight of the people in
Jerusalem. How the outsiders must have
laughed as they saw
the ruins of Jerusalem! How some
people are laughing and
ridiculing God's work
today!
Believing Prayers.
Sitting down and weeping is not enough. We
must also kneel down
and pray. Nehemiah
prayed to a great God
who alone had power
great enough to do the
job. Ten times in the
Book of Nehemiah we
find this man praying to
the Lord. What an example he is to us.
Bold Visions. Nehemiah asked God to
make him a part of the
44
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answer to his prayer. He
had a vision of what God
could do to restore the
city of Jerusalem, and he
took his life in his hands
when he asked for a
leave of absence.

Busy Hands. Nehemiah's job was to
rebuild the city walls,
restore the gates, and
remove the rubbish. We
have these same responsibilities today. The
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MAP International
has designed an AIDS
Resource Kit to help
Christians develop a
compassionate and informed response to the
syndrome. The material
addressesthe causes of
AIDS, its potential impact on life in America
and the developing
world, and the special
challenge this new
health threat presents to
Christians.
The kit includes:
Videotaped interview
with Dr. C. Everett
Koop, retiring Surgeon
General of the US Public
Health Service; directory
to the key resources on

FundamentalistJournal

AIDS available to the
American public; guide
to promote group discussions on AIDS using the
resource kit; and other
reports.
MAP provides medicines and medical supplies
to mission hospitals and
clinics in Asia, Africa,
and Latin America, and
sponsorscommunity
health programs to help
villagers take responsibility for their own
health care.
For more information
about the AIDS Resource
Kit or about MAP International, write to MAP
International, Box 50,
Brunswick, Georgia 31520.

ffi Waten Wiersbe

Thomas C. Pratt of
Zeeland,, Michigan, has
been elected president
of Prison Fellowship
Ministries, effective July
1. Pratt, 53, is currently
senior vice president of
Herman Miller, Inc., Zeeland, one of the nation's
leading furniture companies. He has served on
the Prison Fellowship
board for two years.
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TEMPTATIOI{
by CharlesStanley
The Devil made me do it! Well
sure, but doesn'tthe Devil make us
do all the bad things we do?Isn't it
OK to blame that X-rated movie in
the hotel last week on the Devil?
Or how about
that little drink
in secret or that
not-too-quick
scan of the pornography display
in the convenience store?
Isn't the Devil to
blame for these
temptations and
the failure that followed?
Charles Stanley, senior pastor of
the world-famous First Baptist
Church in Atlanta, Georgia,saysno
to all these questions.No, the Devil
did not make us watch the movie,
look at the magazine, or take that
drink.
Speaking from personal and
pastoral experience,Stanley examines the temptations that so easily
besetmany Christians, and demonstrates from the Bible that neither
God nor man acceptsour excusesas
anything but self-delusionsand lies
to God and self. Stanley showshow
temptation + sin : death and how
any Christian who choosesto live
right can face up to those temptations and overcomethem. It doesnot
follow, says Stanley, that temptation must of necessity lead to surrender. Temptati,on is written to
Christians who are genuinely seeking to overcome besetting sin in
their lives. This categoryofreaders,
ofcourse, includes all ofus because
no one in this life is ever free from
temptations. Stanley points out
that while temptation covers itself
with many disguises, it always
seeks out our weakest point, the
"chinks" in the armor God gave
46
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each ofus at the point ofsalvation,
and these weaknessesbecomethe
focus of sin's power.
Lust for power, for sex,for money
and status, makes us human and
vulnerable to being tempted. But
God is greater than that which
attempts to divert us from His service, and temptations are expected
to be too weak to causethe proper
Christian to fall into actual sin.
This is not a book for "aisle athletes" who run down to the altar at

every invitation seeking forgiveness
for giving in to sometemptation, but
having no real intention of staying
clean. For those who seek permission to continue practicing some
secret sin, look elsewhere.But if a
reader sincerely desiresto deal with
temptation with God's power and
choosesto acceptpersonalresponsibility, this is the perfect book on
temptation. Highly recommended
without reservation(Oliver-Nelson,
191 pp., $12.95).David R. Miller

doubt are planted in the minds of
all those who held them in esteem. What's worse, it confirms
I have heard people say, "If to the lost world what they
you are truly filled with the Holy already suspected: "The church
Spirit, you will be above tempta- is full of hypocrites and liars;
tion.'nThat is not only unbiblical; there's nothing to religion." Pray
it is antibiblical. Tle Bible for your pastor and church leadteaches just the opposite. Jesus ers! They struggle with the
was certainly filled with the Holy same temptations you do. Nobody
Spirit. Yet not even He escaped is immune.
temptation.
As long as you are on this
This particular misunder- earth in its present condition, you
standing is the reason many will be faced with temptation.
people fail to pray on a regular The more "spiritual" you become,
basis for their spiritual leaders. the more of a target you become.
They falsely assume that these As your spiritual maturity and
giants have no responsibility increase, so must
spiritual
problems, much less any serious your sensitivity to and depentemptation. Your spiritual lead- dence on the Holy Spirit. If the
ers need your prayers more than Son ofGod never reached a point
anybody else. Satan is probably where He was abovebeing temptworking overtime to bring them ed, it is highly unlikely you
down. He knows that when godly would ever reach such a point in
men and women fall. seeds of this lifetime, either.
An excerpt frcm
TEMPTATION

summer, and a guide to all-year
family fun and building relaBooknotes
tionships.
Full of easily implemented, inexpensive,simple ideas,this soft-cover
A MOTHER'S IIIANUAL
book can be quickly scanned and
FOR SUIIIIER SURVIVAL
referred back to again and again. A
by Kathy Peel and Joy Mahaffey
few suggestionsmay remind you of
things you did when you were
A Mother's Marrualfor Sun'tn'ter young, many will be totally new to
Sur"ui,ualis a treasure trove of tech- you, and several may trigger new
niques for making the most of the ideas of your own. None will require

for all benevolent committee program members in every church and
church organization. The author has
captured a "bird's-eye view" of the
devastating problems surrounding
poverty that usually go unnoticed,
and are not experienced by many
Christians.
George Grant shows that the
poverty-stricken need more than a
handout. They need a steady diet of
the Word of God, and the gospel of
Jesus Christ. He points out that the
Christian faith reforms sinners with
new and constructive values, and
that biblical charity should not be
built on the flimsy foundation of
guilt and sentiment, but rather on
God's law. Grant challenges the
church to react to poverty in a
responsible and scriptural way, not
TRUE CHRISTIANITY
by John W. Whitehead
with a quick handout that can often
Iead to a permanent welfare situaChristianity holds the only hope tion. We must not only sustain the
poor,but we must also restore them.
for today's humanistic society.
For centuries, the Christian com- BrfuWirW inthe Sheaaesis excellent
munity has heard this and known it reading for anyone in the ministry
was true. But while a lot gets said, of reaching out to others with the
very little seems to get done.
In T?ue Christianity Whitehead
takes a seriouslook at why Christians
are failing to make a difference for
Christ in our world. He notes the
problems facing the church of God
and examines methods that have
not worked, such as accommodation
and legalism.
Most importantly, Whitehead
not only diagnoses the disease but
also offers a cure. In his final section
he presents solutions to Christian
apathy. His suggestions are more
than space-fillers; they hit home
with practical power.
Ifyou do not like straight talk or
ruffled feathers, you might need to
pass on this one. But if you are
searching for real, relevant help to
impact your world for Christ, Ttue
Christiani,ty deservesa look (Crossway Books, 123 pp., $5.95).
Robert Bunn

more than a minimal amount of
time, effort, or money.
Some of the chapter titles are
"300 Things to Do When Kids Say,
'I'm Bored!',"
"LatJgh It Up," "16
Hours in the Car Without Sedatives," "Fun Around the Table,"
"Getting a Little Help Around the
House," "Super Summer Jobs," and
"Character Growth."
Highly recommended,well worth
the price, and published by a name
you can trust (James C. Dobson's
Focus on the Family), A Mother's
Manrunlfor Sutn:nwr Sunti,ual would
make a great gift for any parent
(Focus on the Family, 203 pp.,
$7.99).Kay Raysor

love of Christ, and Grant challenges
us all to do that (Wolgemuth &
Hyatt, 221pp, $9.95).Bill Martin
m
LIVING FOR ETERNITY
by Dave Breese
I like this book. It is challenging,
instructive, and truthful. Today,
Christians who really live the victorious Christian life are rarities.
Dave Breese has some important
things to say regarding the believer's walk with God. Some of us
are on the high road, but a good
number of us are on the low road,
tangled up in briars and alligators.
The Bible offers help and direction.
This study of 2 Peter 1:3-11clearly presentsinteresting and practical
ways to Iearn about the eight imperatives of life contained in this passage.As you read the book you will
no doubt find yourself desiring to
further develop these character
qualities in your own life.
The average Christian's casual

C'etAcqrnintedwith

ffiKing.

BRINGING IN THE SHEAVES
by George Grant
Bri,rqing in the Sheaaes is a
well-researched, statistically accurate look at poverty in our nation today. This moving and convicting
book should be mandatory reading
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PierqugtheDarkness,
RankE.Pereffi.. .TheSecond
Book.
FrankE. Perettiburstonto the scenewith hisbrilliantfirst novel,
ThisPresentDarkness.Ithasbecomethe #1best-seller
of 1988and 1989.
Everywhere,hundredsof thousandsof well-worncopiesarebeingreadandre-read.
Now there'sPiercingtheDarkness,the mostanticipatedwork to mme along
in years-with evenmoredrama,moreaction,andmorespiritualinsight.$9.95
CrosswayBooks,A Division of Good News'Publishers,
Westchesteti
IL 60154

AtYour Itral Bookstore
Augtst1L.

approach to Jesus and His cause
stealsjoy and hope. The high road
involves obedience to the Great
Commission, for it brings the invigorating fresh air ofreal purpose.
Dave Breesehas a kindly way of
speaking to the church about the
way things are and what we as individuals should do about our own
lack of diligence. "We cannot expect
to becomeworld-classChristians until we know the meaning of the word
diligeru:e and put it into practice as
we seek to live for eternity" (Moody
Press,143 pp., $5.95).Rick Buck
m
PERILS OF POWER
by RichardExley

I
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Where has this book been?It is
past due. The pain of infidelity has
never been so graphically portrayed
in words: the pain of the unfaithful
minister, but-even more so-the
pain of the faithful spouse.No man
can read this book unmoved. If he
has already been, or is being, unfaithful, this book will challenge
him to complete repentance. If he
has always been faitMul, this book
will motivate him to continue steadfast in his heart and life.
Exley so clearly exposesthe subtlety by which an adulterous
lifestyle is generated,that there is
no excusefor any man of God to fall
into it. The restoration of the marriage and the restoration ofboth the
minister and the church are fully explained in sensible and scriptural
principles. This is a must book for
every Christian worker (Harrison
House,153 pp., $9.95).
Donald R. Rickards

Bookwormts
Bulletin
Favorite Psalms, by John Stott.
Moody Press, t27 pp., $14.95.
Growing Wise in Family Life, Bible
Study Guide, by Charles R. Swindoll. Multnomah Press, 175 pp.,
$4.95.

I LET'T
THETODGE
DaleByers
Thisexciting
andinformative
book
tellsin detailhowGodmade
it clear
to theauthor
thathecouldno
longerbea partof theFreemasonry.
I LefttheLodgewill give
youaninsightful
looknotonly
intothesubject
of Masonry,
but
in general,
secret
societies
and
whatyourattitude
be
should
toward
them.

1300 N. Meachm

Rd., Schambug
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Pleaf *nd me
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ISBN
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criminate against Christian children in public
schools.
A fourth-grader in
Florida, thinking she was
complying with her
teacher's invitation to
"bring cards to
class for each student,"
incurred the wrath of her
teacher by giving cards
with a smiling face and
the message,"Smile, God
loves you." The little girl
was humiliated when
forced to retrieve each
student's card becauseof
an erroneous interpretation of "separation of
church and state."
r
)'
df,
Only a bigoted
l13 ,t&r3snbff$q:ir Humanist could find a
First Amendment violaby ftm ard, Banrly InHaye tion in such a reference
to God. Only a lawsuit by
Persecution of Chris- ConcernedWomen for
tians is not limited to for- America attorneys forced
eign countries and adults. such discrimination to be
Growing reports around the halted in that school.
The humiliation of the
nation indicate that many
campusradicals of the six- child could not be
ties are now schoolteachers, reversed by the courtsof whom do every- only loving parents and
they can to dis- the grace of God could do
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that. These parents, in
addition to standing up
for their rights in court,
gave themselvesto lovingly show their daughter
that she was suffering for
"His name's sake," and
that our Lord offers blessing for those who suffer
for Him. In that sense
they were able to turn
such a trauma into a
spiritual asset.
Christian school-age
children in our public
schoolscan expect to be
discriminated against and
persecutedtoday.
Although not all school
administrators or teachers
are antagonistic, it only
takes one to psychologically traumatize a child.
That is when spiritual
lessonsneed to be applied
with lots of parental love,
so the child is strengthened by the experiencein
knowing he is suffering
for the Lord's sake. Such
experiencesoften provide
an ideal time for
strengthening child and
parent relations.

Christian parents can
do two other things. One
is to send their child to a
Christian school where
such discrimination is not
permitted. The public
schools,for the most
part controlled by
Christianity-hating
Secularists, are not going
to get better for Christian
students. The only hope
for fairness in our socalled "pluralistic
schools" is some form of
voucher where parents
can choosewhich school
they want their students
to attend.
And second,Christians
need to elect leaders to
local, state, and national
office who realize that
tax-paying Christians,
just like all other citizens,
should have the right to
send their children to the
school of their choice
without having to pay for
it twice, once in tuition
and once in taxes.
I

or many days the
earth was dry,
dusty, and tired-out

looking. The leaves on
the trees seemedalmost
dead. Every animal, flower, and tree on the farm
seemed to be begging for
rain.
But it did not come.
More days passed.
More sticky hot nights.
"Why doesn't it rain,
Mom?" one of the girls
asked me before we went
to bed.
"Not the right condi1989 51
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tions, I guess," my husband answered for me.
"Not enough prayer,
maybe," I said in a low
voice. Then before the
children went upstairs
I suggested,"Why not
all of us pray, and
really believe that it
will rain!"
None of the children
answered me. All
trouped upstairs.
My husband seemed
to fall asleep as soon
as he touched the bed.
At least his breathing
soundedas though he
were. I did not feel
sleepy for some reason.
It was too hot to sleep,
for one thing. The
living room seemed
much cooler. There I
sat with the lights
out...thinking...
meditating. . . praying.
"Where two or three
are gathered together"that's what the Bible
tells us, I thought, going
over in my mind all the
ways I had heard of to
pray.
Pray and believe
that you will receivethat was a good bit of
advice about prayer.
Even before you get
what you pray for,
believe you have it,
and begin thanking
God for it!
"Thank you, oh God,
for all the rain we have
ever received on this
farm. Thank you for
the rain we will be
getting soon. How good
everyone and everything
will feel when it rains.
The corn that is so dry
and dusty will sort of
Iift up its arms in
thanks when it feels the
cool rain. The sheep
will bleat their thanks.
The children will run
and play tomorrow in
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the wet fields. Thank
you, God, for all your
wonderful blessings.
Amen."
Already it seemed
different as I sat there
in the dark. The air did
not seem quite so oppressive. Or did I just imagine that I felt a slight
breeze?
The farmhouse was so
quiet. No sound even in
the tall pines outside,
the pines that nearly
always talked in low
whispering sighs, especially at night.
The air was different!
Suddenly I knew
I had felt a stirring
of air-cooler air.
Psalm 747:lB came to
my mind. "He causeth
his wind to blow, and
the waters flow."
In the southwest a
low rumble of thunder
came.
With a thankful prayer
on my lips I hurried to
the door leading outside.
I felt like laughing and
crying and praying-how
could I feel all three
ways at once?I
wondered.
The catalpa trees
were moving now with
the wind. The lightning
showed me Scotty, our
collie dog, standing with
his nose lifted up in the
air-waiting.
Yes, the rain did
come. I supposethe conditions were right. And
the prayers helped. Indeed, I found out the
next morning that all
the children had prayed
for rain, too!
As I walked beneath
the pine trees, feeling
the soft springiness of
the rain-soakedearth
that next morning, two
more verses from Psalm
147 seemedto make a
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fitting prayer. "Sing
unto the Lord with
thanksgiving; sing praise
upon the harp unto our
God: who covereth the
heaven with clouds,who

prepareth rain for the
earth, who maketh grass
to grow upon the mountains" (w. 7-8).

A A a 'll never live with
--f
^y daughter!"
a mv mother
once said tL me. But failing health, finances, and
loss of a spouseoften
dictate the decisionfor
aging parents and their
children.
If a parent or other
relative comesto live in
your home, begin right,
and you will have less
causefor guilt, rebellion,
and resentment on both
sides.
You cannot replace
the husband or wife of
a parent. A recently
widowed parent is lonely, but you cannot help
that lonelinessby attempting to replace the

one who has died. The
desires and interests of
your own spouse come
first, regardless of the
parent's loss. Be firm
about needing privacy.
Speaking the truth in
love may not be wellreceived, but that is
your parent's problem,
not yours. Be compassionate. however.
remembering that the
aged person often has
lost not only a spouse
but a home, neighbors,
church. friends. and the
ability to handle
finances or drive a car.
These are real and distressing losses for anyone who must move in
with an adult child.

I Grace V. Schillinger

Be a helper, not a
slave. A medical examination of a parent helps
to assessreal needs. You
have not been hired as a
nurse-companion. You
are a daughter or a son
willing to help when
necessary, to encourage
independencewhen possible. Some parents,
however, refuse to be
helped at all, and therefore do not bathe or
dress properly. Firmness
is needed, as well as
reminders. Give encouragement and praise
for the things they do
well.
Prepare your parent's room in a practical way. Using some of
your parent's own furniture enhances feelings of
security. Arrange good
lighting and install a
nightJight. Hang a
bulletin board for pictures and reminders.
Throw rugs are dangerous. Since many old people often fall out of bed,
a bed rail may be helpful. Remove the inside
lock to the bedroom door

to ensure entry in the
event of an emergency.
Have rules. Even if
this is painful, rules are
necessary. In your home,
your parent must follow
family routines, not expecting help at inconvenient times unless it is
unavoidable. Be clear
about mealtimes, entertaining, and the rights of
children who may be living at home. If your parent's health permits,
encourage sewing, crafts,
small repairs, dusting,
reading, and watching
television. Devices are
available for the hearingimpaired so the TV
volume may be lower.
During pleasant weather,
encourage your parent to
sit or walk outside if
able. Occasionally invite
an older friend to visit
your loved one in privacy.
Forgive the past.
Remembering a past
relationship harmed by a
parent's neglect, alcoholism, or abuse makes
dealing with the present
more difficult. Chooseto
forgive your mother and

father. Making that a
decision rather than an
emotion helps you to live
together amicably in the
present. You too may
one day be an older parent. Counseling with a
pastor, friend, or mental
health professional may
be needed.
New options today
make living together
easier. Many communities have adult day-care
centers to relieve the
care-giver or help the
one who works outside
the home. Home health
care, now more easily
available, easesthe family burden. Your local
Commission on Aging
can suggest types of
assistance. If mental
problems (senile dementia or organic brain syndrome) are present, see
your parent's doctor and
write (enclosing a
stamped, self-addressed
envelope) to Alzheimer's
Disease and Related
Disorders Association
(ADRDA), 360 N. Michi
gan, Chicago, Illinois
60601, for information

and the local chapter
nearest you.
Many families welcome the baby-sitting,
housekeeping, and cooking many live-in grandparents are able to
do-especially when
there are two working
parents. However, an
elderly person may require so much nursing
care that a family needs
to consider nursing-home
care.
Before you decide to
have a parent live with
you, think it through. Is
it the only option financially? Does your spouse
approve? Have you
previously had a comfortable relationship
with this parent? With
today's families suffering
increased stress, the
health of all members
must be considered.
Above all, remember
one doctor's wise words:
You can provide for your
parent's comfort, but not
for her happiness. That
is her decision.
I Marilyn Fanning
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hildren need to
')
- Iearn to take
responsibility for
their own feelings and
emotions and realize
they cannot blame everyone else for their
problems. Sibling rivalry
offers the opportunity to
learn the value of compromise in some cases
and the necessity of forgiving in all circumstances.
There is a biblical
plan for coming to satisfactory solutions to

problems. The Bible
clearly states that we
are to confront problems
we have with other
people. We are
to seek and
offer forgiveness and
reconciliation
(Matt. 5:23-24;
18:15-17).
In
confrontation
with others,
we come to
understand that there
are always two sides (or
more) to any argument.

The next step involves communi,cation
with the person. James
L:19-20states that we
should be
"swift to hear,
slow to speak,"
We learn from
Proverbs 15:1
that in this
communication
stage we
should use soft
words and a
gentle tone to avoid
anger. In order to hear
the other person's side

and make your own side
understood, you must
mentally distance yourself from the problem at
hand. Pretend that it is
happening to someone
else, not to you personally.
This will help you to
control your anger, and
self-control is a sign of
strength (Prov. 16:32).
The last step comes
after both parties have
heard each other out in
a calm atmosphere. Now
there must be some kind
of connlusion with which
1989 53
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both parties can be satisfied. This may involve
compromise on both
sides, or one side may
decide that it really is
not important enough to
fight over, and he gives
in. Occasionally the solution may come about
through the understanding that one side was
right and the other side
was wTong.
The Christian parent
can help his children
resolve diffrculties by
walking through these
three steps of confrontation, communication, and
conclusion. In doing so,
the Christian parent will
be giving his children
one of the most valuable
life skills they will ever
need-the gentle art of
getting along with
others.
Using these three
simple steps for reconciliation, I have seen
4-year-old children talk
over and resolve their
problems all by themselves.
Confrontation. When
one child has a problem
with another child, the
two need to sit down and
cool off before they face
each other. They need to
confront the absolute
fact that their behavior
has hurt another person.
It may take a bit of
time for them to stop
slyly kicking each other
in the shins or poking
each other in the ribs,
but sooner or later they
will be able to sit quietly,
facing each other. When
they can speak calmly,
without anger and
without shoving blame
onto the other, they are
ready to go on to the
next step.
Communication.
This step can take place

only when both children
have somehow acknowledged each other's
feelings. Communication
involves a two-way pattern of listening and
speaking. Both children
need a chance to tell
their side and explain
their feelings. Then they
need to
listen to
the other
side. In
this way
the children can
find the
cause for
their
anger,
accept
responsibility for
their own
actions
and feelings, and
come to a
sensible
conclusion that
is reasonable and satisfactory to both parties.
Occasionally one child
will want to talk out the
problem and the other
child will remain
adamant against it,
choosing rather to nurture a grudge. In that
case, explain to the
cooperative child that he
has done everything he
could to try to solve the
problem. Suggest that he
try again later to talk it
out, but now he should
just find something to do
that will make him
happy. We must choose
to make ourselves happy
by changing our attitude
and forgiving the party
who has wronged us.
After all, we cannot
make someoneelse
change. We can only
change ourselves.

Communication is vital
to human understanding.
A child who will not talk
out a problem, who refuses
to face responsibility for
his own actions and feelings, who continues to
blame everything on
others, and who will not
forgive, will find life as
unforgiving and
as hard
as he is.
A child
like this
needs
patient
help,
extra love
and
understanding,
a firm
and consistent
discipline
progTam,
and possibly professional
help.
In confronting their
feelings, children need
to know that there
is nothing wrong with
feeling angry, but there
is something very wrong
with making others miserable because of that
anger. The child who insists on moping around
all day, feeling sorry for
himself, and assuming
that if he is not happy
it must be someone
else's fault has not
learned personal responsibility. He has not
learned to turn the
situation around by taking control of his feelings. He has not learned
to overlook faults in
others and still remain
friends. He has not
learned to forgive.
In order for children
to take charge of their

problems, they must
learn not to let
problems take charge
of them.
Conclusion. The
solution to the problem
should be mutually satisfactory to both children.
Compromise, forgiveness,
and fair play enter in here.
Sometimes an apologA
and a quick hug is all
that is required. Other
times you may need to
help the children come
to a fair conclusion. For
example, if the children
decide to share the
swing, you may have to
set a time limit for each
turn.
At times. a neutral
arbitrator is necessary,
but for the most part
you should teach your
children to solve their
own problems. In this
manner you will not
be the judge who doles
out the verdicts all the
time. However, you
should hear your children's solutions to
make sure they are fair.
Some children will give
in to others every time,
afraid to stand up for
their own rights. Use
discretion to help your
children deal with differences and talk out
solutions.
Even though you
are not responsible to
solve all your children's
problems and make sure
they are always happy,
yav are responsible to
teach them how to deal
with life and how to
accept their own actions
and feelings. By your
own good example
you will speak volumes
in front of your
children.
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SBC ConservativesWin Again
ver 20,000 messengersfrom
nearly every state in the
union converged on Las
Vegas, Nevada, June 13-15for the
132nd sessionofthe Southern Baptist Convention. Nearly l5 million
baptized peoplebelong to the SBC,
the nation's largest non-Catholic
denomination.
The convention's most significant event occurredthe opening day
when staunch Conservative incumbent president Jerry Vines, copastor of the First Baptist Church of
Jacksonville, Florida, was reelected
for a secondterm by a tally of L0,764
votes, compared to challenger
Daniel Vestal's 8,248 vote count.
Vestal, pastor of the Dunwoody
Baptist Church in suburban Atlanta,
though a professingbiblical inerrantist, was nominated by David Sapp
of the First Baptist Church of Chamblee, Georgia,and supportedby the
so-calledModerate-Liberal or "Centrist" faction.
"He seeks to share presidential
appointments with all Southern
Baptists committed to the healing
process,"Sapp said. "We are tired
of all the divisiveness."
Becausethe presidential appointees to the committee on committees
in turn designate nominees for the
committee of nominations, which
then selectsnamesfor vacancieson
all the trustee boards ofthe six SBC
seminaries and some20 other major
agencies, the contest for the
presidency is of prime importance.
"Southern Baptists have settled
the issue of the Bible," claimed the
newly elected president, Jerry
Vines, but that does not mean the
denomination's 11-year-old controversy is over. "What I mean by
that statement is that Southern
Baptists have overwhelmingly affirmed we believe the Bible is
56

t

FundamentalistJournal

P A" for his appointive policy, he
i was firm, "I will appoint the best
? Baptists I can find. I will not know! ingly appoint anyone who believes
! there are errors in the Bible."
A different approach was exf
pressed by losing candidate Dan
Vestal. He told reporters that for the
past l0 years there has been a
"forced conformity" within the convention that has "disenfranchised
and excluded a gxeat number of
Southern Baptists." He said such an
approach "polarizes and divides."
While not ruling out another run for
the presidencyin 1990,Vestal told
Vines addressesa news conference.
a group of 400 "Centrists" on Wednesday morning that he was just gowithout error. Thosewho say there ing to "go home and pastor."
A Baptist committee leader,
are errors in the Bible are in
pronounced minority in Southern David Currie of San Angelo, Texas,
Baptist life.
contended that the "Conservative
"I do not think it means that the takeover of the convention is a
movement out of control." He
administrators of our institutions,
that the trustees of our institutions
claimed the issue is "power and conunderstand clearly the direction trol," not theolory.
Notwithstanding these and other
Southern Baptists want to go,"
Vines explained at a press con- strong statements, President Vines
pledged to "restore the joy" and to
ference.
"I believe the processof theolog- focus attention on evangelism and
ical renewal is under way. I am con- healing. All public business and
fident that in a loving and reporting sessionsseemedto move
Christlike manner theological very smoothly with no sharp public
problems,in God'sgoodtime, will be debate and few really controversial
resolved."
issuescoming to the floor. An action
A notably gentle man, Vines to set up a Washington office for a
reacted quickly when he was new Religious Liberty Commission
described as part of a "Fundamen- was postponed until next year.
The budget of some$137million,
talist faction."
"If you mean by Fundamentalist containing funds for all SBC agenthat I am one ofthose who believes cies, boards, and seminaries and
in the fundamentals of the faith, including foreign and home misYes. But if you mean that I would sions, was slightly less than earlier
fall in the categoryofa legalist, an budgets. Special designated
unloving person, an Ayatollah denomination-wide campaigns for
Khomeini or a Jim Jones, then the foreign missions (the Lottie Mobn
answer is No. I would like to be Offering) and for home missions (the
known as a Bible-believing Annie Armstrong Offering) have
dramatically increased, however.
Christian."

NEWS
Among the subsidiary sessions
was the Conference of Southern
Baptist Evangelists. Pastor Jerry
Falwell of the ThomasRoadBaptist
Church in Lynchburg, Virginia,
spoke to the gathering of several
thousand people.He commentedin
his addresson church-plantingthat
"the cloud of God," a reference to
the Shekinah over the ancient
tabernacleand in Solomon'stemple,
seemednow to be over the Conservative Southern Baptists, as they
were winning multitudes to Christ
and building great churches.
On Saturday before the convention early arrivers spent the day in
visitation and soulwinning throughout Las Vegas.They reported nearly 400 professionsoffaith and found
15,000prospectsfor local churches.
Following the evangelists' conference,some2,000peoplewent out on
the Las Vegas strip, passing out
thousands of Bibles and tracts in the
heart of the entertainment district.
Other newly elected convention
officers are First Vice President
Junior HiII, an evangelist from
Alabama, and SecondVice President
Ernest Myers, executive director of
the Nevada Baptist Convention.
To summarize the outlook for the
nineties this writer suggeststhat
next year will be an acid test, when
the convention meets in New
Orleans. If Dan Vestal, or someone
elsewho advocatesdismantling the
presidential appointive power and
broadening the leadership spectrum, should happen to win the
presidency,many Southern Baptists
may reassesstheir relationship to
the convention. The Conservative
resurgencecould be halted. On the
other hand, ifthe Conservativesretain leadership and proceed with
their program, thousandsof Moderates may gravitate to the Southern
Baptist Alliance, an organization already in place, someof whoseleaders have discussed joining the
American Baptists.Next year no incumbentwill be running. Both sides
will be sure to campaign for a
majority.
f James O. Combs is editor of the
Bapti,st Bible Tti.bune.
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t a news conferenceof the
/",
Religion Newswriters As/ \
L----r- sociation Dr. Jerry Falwell
announced that after successfully
completing its mission, Moral
Majority, Incorporatedwill disband
effective August 31.
"Ten years ago, in June of 1,979,
I traveled to Washington, DC, and
officially organized the Moral
Majority. This organization was
born out of a deeppersonalconcern
over the moral dilemma that
gripped our nation at that time,"
said Dr. Falwell.
"In the early 1960s voluntary
prayer had beenremovedfrom pub-

lL

I

lrl

lic schools.Academicquality in our
public schoolsvirtually disappeared.
In 1973 abortion had been legalized
in this country. The divorce rate
was approaching 40 percent. The
drug epidemicwas now in full force.
Pornography had exploded as a
legitimate multibillion dollar industry in this nation. Teenagepregnancy
had become a ma.ior American
phenomenon.
"I had conferredwith many religious Conservatives about what
might be done.I had talked with political mechanics in Washington
about a possiblecourseofaction. In
a spring meeting at the Thomas
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Road Baptist Church in Lynchburg,
Virginia, Paul Weyrich of the Free
Congress Foundation made the
statement, 'There is a moral majority
in this country.'
"The name was born at that moment. The organization was properly
chartered several weeks later."
During its lO-year coursethe organization has been credited with
the election of Ronald Reagan in

1980. the demise of a dozen or so
Liberal U.S. senators,and the registration and involvement of millions
of Evangelical voters.
The formation of Moral Majority
helped pave the way for other Conservative groups like Concerned
Women for America, the Rutherford
Institute, Freedom Council, and
many others.
Consequently, counter groups
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like Norman Lear's People for the
American Way were formed to combat the efforts of the New Right,
as the Conservatives came to be
called.
Dr. Falwell went on to say, "Pollster Louis Harris reported in 1984
that the Religious Right comprised
20 percent ofthe electorate.Others
in 1988 suggestedthe percentageto
be even higher. In the last 10 years
Moral Majority and Liberty Federation have raised and spent over
$69 million for education, voter
registration, and political lobbying.
"In 1986 I decidedto devoteless
time and enerry to political matters
in order to spend more time in
Lynchburg.
"Then on November 3, 1987, I
officially resigned as president of
Moral Majority and Liberty Federation. At that time I assumedthe position of chairman of both
organizations,but have spent very
little time and energy in this area,
choosingrather to focusmy energies
on Thomas Road Baptist Church,
the Old-Time Gospel Hour, and
Liberty University. My schedulefor
the past three years would reflect
this dramatic change of focus.
"I feel I have performed the task
to which I was called in 1979. The
Religious Right is solidly in place,
and like the galvanizing of the black
church as a political force a generation ago,the religious Conservatives
in America are now in for the duration.
"For that reason,on the 10th anniversary of Moral Majority, as its
founder and chairman and with the
approval of the board of directors,
we are formally announcing the dissolution of Moral Majority, Incorporated, concluding its operational
purposesno later than the end ofthe
fiscal year, August 31, 1989."
In commenting on his future
plans, Dr. Falwell said, "My call
from God has always been as the
pastor of a local church and chancellor of Liberty University. I have
spent the last three years moving
back to that position. That is now an
accomplished fact, and my full intention is to spendthe remainder of
my years preaching the gospel of
Christ and training young peopleto
servethe Lord through the ministry
I
of Liberty University."
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continued from page 15

taken over by leaderswho believe in
the infallibility of God's holy revelations in Scripture. If the number
of Bible-believing peoplein the SBC
continues to grow, it will finally
turn our Southern seminaries into
great fundamental, Bible-believing,
and Bible-teaching institutions."
Paige Patterson realizes that the
professors make a difference. "My
hope is that the seminaries will hire
faculty people who have no questions about the full reliability of the
Bible, and call professors who are
concerned about evangelism and
church membership. The day of the
ivory-tower academician, unrelated
to the church and the needsof men,
needs to be a thing of the past."
Southern Baptist Future.
There is a feeling of expectation
among Southern Baptists. Both
Liberals and Conservativesfeel that
the next five years will bring
changes. Conservatives hope those
changes will bring them back to
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where Southern Baptists began.
Paul Pressler, a state appellate
court judge who serves on the
Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention, is sure the
convention is moving in the right
direction. "I feel the only problem the
Conservative movement has had is
the misrepresentation of its motives
and purposesby those who are resisting a return to biblical theolory," he
says."As Conservativeslead in our
institutions, the fears generatedby
others will dissipate. Southern Baptists at large will see the tremendous benefit in missions and
evangelism that comesfrom biblical
theology, and will recognize the
purity of the motives of those who
have sought a return to this basis."
Paige Patterson says the next few
years should be relatively peaceful.
"The energt we've spent ontheissues
of the last 10 years will be channeled into more productive areas."
Richard Land points to his new
situation as a change for the better.
"I'm executive director of the
Southern Baptist Christian Life
Commissionand I'm very pro-life,"
he says simply. "That's a change."
Bill Hann feels the local church
will play a larger role in the convention of the nineties. "The local
church is coming into more prominence in the convention now," he
says. "There's been a tendency for
prog"ams to work from the convention level down, but now the programs are beginning at the church
level. Churches are looking to other
churches for ministry models and
program ideas, and these ideas are
working their way up."
Charlie Martin agrees. "There
needs to be a sweeping change in
some programs, in the children's
department for instance. For years
we've been using the same 1950's
material. Many Southern Baptist
churches have abandoned dying
SBC programs to use the AWANA
program and had amazing success.
Evangelism Explosion,a Presbyteri
an program, has been so successful
in Southern Baptist churches that
the convention came out with a
copy, Continuous Witness T?aining.
"For years I was embarrassed
when kids cameback from seminaries or Baptist collegesand told me
what their professorswere teaching.

I felt I had to apologize for being a
Southern Baptist. Now the convention has goneback to its roots and is
once again Bible-believing and evangelistic. With the changeswe've seen,
I don't have to apologize anymore."
Through the years, no matter
what problems assailed them, the
people of the SBC have remained
evangelistic. The tripod of emphases
upon which the convention was built
-missions, evangelism,and education-has remained strong through
the years of challenge and turmoil.
The years ofgreatest challenge and
opportunity are yet ahead.
I
Vines

conti.rruedfrom page 18

SBC, he asked me about it because
he's always concerned about his
family. But when Jerry goes to the
Lord and makes a decision. it has
always been the right decision.
"We are both private people,"
she explains. We can be happy just
being together not saying a word. I
know what Jerry's thinking and he
knows what I'm thinking. I know
him better than anyone, and I know
that my husband is a wonderful,
Christlike man."
Thousands of Southern Baptists
agree that Jerry Vines has the
qualities necessary to lead the
nation's largest Protestant denomination and promote healing between various factions. And Jerry
Vines rests at peace in the
knowledge that whatever difTiculties and challengesarise, they, too,
will "come to pass."
I
Lindsay

contirrued from page 18

is a combination of turning your
back on sin and turning to Jesus.
"I believe the greatest need of
America's churches is to return to
our first love. Many people need to
be saved, the saved need to be
revived, and we need to rid ourselves of compromise and indifference.I Iay the tragic moral condition
of our country at the feet of the
church. Men of God need to become
men of God again, and preach the
Word without fear of the favor of
men. I hope the Southern Baptist
Convention is going to lead this nation in renewal and revival. but we
must first have it ourselves." t
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BRIEFS
Flrcd Publlsher Accepts
Poeltlon at Moody Monthly
Dennis Shere, a former Ohio
newspaper publisher who was fired
for refusing advertising from a
homosexual rights group, has
acceptedajob as executive editor of
Moody Monthly magazine.
"We're extremely pleased Dennis will be working with us,"
Jerry Jenkins, vice president in
charge of periodicals at Mood,g,told
United Press International. "Apparently one of his long-rangegoalswas
to work for a Christian magazine.
The opportunity just became available to him earlier than he anticipated."
The Dayton Dai,ly News fired
Shere last year after he rejected a
promotional advertisement submitted by the Dayton Gay and Lesbian
Center.
"I have tried to balance my
Christian perspective with the
demandsof running a newspaper,"
Shere said after the incident. "My
conscienceand concernfor this community would not allow me to compromise on this issue."

Da Koop Reslgns
As U,S. Surgeon General

Surgeon General C. Everett
Koop, best known for his fight
against smoking and the AIDS epi.
64
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demic, has announced plans to resign his position effective October 1,
1989.
In a two-paragraph letter to
President Bush, Koop gave no explanation for his decision to retire
after more than seven years as the
nation's doctor and foremost
authority on medical affairs. He
joined the Reaganadministration in
L982 after an illustrious 3S-year
career in pediatric medicine.
A vocal abortion foe, Koop
received criticism in recent years
from some religious groups, which
opposehis controversialposition on
AIDS education, condom distribution, and sex education.
In a letter acknowledging Koop's
decision, however, President Bush
praised the 72-year-oldsurgeon,saying, "In tackling someof the toughest public health issuesfacing our
country and the world, you spoke
with knowledge, wisdom, conviction, and courage."
James Mason, assistant secretary for health, will name an acting
replacementfor Koop oncethe position is vacated.

5-Year-OldWarrior" and fourth for
a black-and-white photo by Brian
Sullivan of an abortion protester
being arrested. Both photos
appeared in the October issue.
In September u celebrates
its seventh anniversary. Editor
Deborah Huff overseesthe publication that has over 125,000readers.
"Religion In Medla"
Awards ''lAngelstt To
Jack Van Impe TV Ministry

Fundamentallst Joumal
Wlns Award Of Excellence
Fundnmentalist JournnJ. for the
secondyear in a row, received the
Award of Excellence in Christian
Journalism for the Organizational
Division at the Evangelical Press
Association Convention, held May
8-10.
Entries for this top-honoi award
are judged on writing, content,
graphics, and impact of the publication as a whole, as well as how
the publication serves its intended
audience within its stated aims and
purposes.
tr'J placed second for a single
color photo by Cathy Watsonof "My

"Jack Van Impe Presents," a
Michigan-based Christian weekly
telecast, was recently presented a
silver "Angel," the religious television industry's top award, for excellence
and
"outstanding
contributions to weekly Christian
programming."
The Angel, equivalent to the
secular TV industry's Emmy, was
awarded by Religion in Media, a
national, nondenominational religious programming group from
Hollywood, California.

Rexella Van Impe, anchorperson
on the news commentary-type program and wife of the principal
speaker,received the organization's
prestigious"Gold Angel," recognizing her years of tireless and talented service in Christian TV
programming. The gold statuette,
inscribed, i'RexellaVan Impe, Woman of God,"was presented by Mary
Dorr, executive director of Religion
in Media.
The Van Impes have received six
Angels in the last 10 years, including top awards for the ministry's
prime-time specials on the Middle
East, the occult, and the AIDS
crisis. In 1988, during his 40th
anniversary of ministry, Jack Van
Impe also was presentedthe "Gold
Angel" lifetime achievement
award.

Bush Vows Gontinued
Support For TUition Tax Gredits

Top Gospel Singers Named At
Annual Dove Awards Geremony

Singers Sandi Patti, Amy Grant,
and Wayne Watson each won top
awards at the 20th Annual Gospel
Music Association Dove Awards
show in April.
Patti, who has dominated the
awards show throughout the 1980s,
was voted gospel music's best
female singer for the eighth consecutive year. Patti also garnered
four other honors: Top inspirational songfor "In Heaven'sEyes," top

inspirational album for Make His
Praise Glorious, choral collection album of the year for Sandi Patti
Choral Praise, and top instrumental
album for A Symphony of Praise.
Grant was named top artist for
the third time in her career.Her victory endedPatti's two-yearreign as
top artist. In addition, Grant
receivedadditional awards for best
contemporary gospel album and
short-form video. Both awards were
for her album Lead Me On.
Watson was voted male vocalist
ofthe year and also won songofthe
year honors for "Friend of a Wounded Heart."
The new gospelgroup Take 6 was
named group of the year and best
new artist. In addition, the group
won top black gospelalbum for Take
6 and best contemporary black
gospel song for "If We Ever."
Winners were chosenby singers,
songwriters, and musicians in the
Nashville-based Gospel Music
Association.

Meeting recently with Evangelical Christian leaders, President
III
IIIIIIIIIIIIIITIIII
Bush said despite rumors, he still
favors tuition tax credits for private
schools.
Bush assureda group representing the National Association of
Evangelicals that his position concerning tax breaks for parents of
children in private schoolshas not
changed.
He added,however, that such a
program is presently too expensive
to implement.
NAE Director Robert Dugan, Jr.,
and 19 other Evangelical leaders
requested the meeting after Bush
told a privately schooledHawaiian
student that his parents should not
Now get "THE BOWTRY MISSION STORY,"a 13-minute vicleotape, absolutely
receive a tax break.
FREEfor your Christian group if you agree to take an offering. You'll see moving,
"I think it's the obligation of all
uplifting testimony on how the Cospel appliecl in love encls homelessness caused
taxpayers to support a public educaby clrugs, alcohol or other self-abuse.And cloes it in many cases where secular aption system," the White Housetranproaches alone faill Sencl in coupon TODAY for this clramatic, edifying vicleotape,
playable on any VHS-VCR.LIMITED OFFER...actimmecliately!
script quotes the President as
saying. "Then, if on top of that, if
MISSIONSTORY"
[J YES,sendme "THEBOWERY
videotape.I
your parents think they want to
agree to take an offering. Approx. size of my group:
shell out-in addition to the tax
money-tuition money, that's their
right."
In his meeting with the Evangel- street City: Stater Zip: ical leaders,however, Bush said he -l THEBowERY
MrssroN,
ffi
supports the tuition tax credit conBowery,
Newyork,
Ny tooo2
u:gpil=:
BA.tUlA
ffi
cept but wasn't clear enough in his hbrrt
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIT
conversation with the student.
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hristians have differed with
one another sincethe earliest days of the church.
Peter and Paul disagreedabout how
the church should deal with the
Gentiles. Paul and Barnabas disagreed about the potential ministry
of John Mark. Disagreement over
personalpreferencesor even doctrinal differencesin nonessentialsis a
hallmark of the Baptist distinctive
of spiritual liberty.
Writing to the church at Rome,
the apostle Paul said, "But why dost
thou judge thy brother? Or why dost
thou set at nought thy brother? For
we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ" (Rom. 14:10-12).
Everybody has an opinion-and
almost everybodythinks his opinion
is right. Unfortunately, the sameis
true of Christians who differ on doctrinal and personalissues.Ifyou do
not believe it, just ask them.
Someissuesin the Christian life
are nonnegotiable. We cannot disagree on the essentialtruths ofbiblical Christianity and still claim to
be Christian. Those truths include
the person and work of Christ, His
Virgin Birth, vicarious Atonement,
and literal Resurrection.
However, much of the conflict
within the church today is over
peripheral issueson which believers
differ becauseof varied interpretations of Scripture. While both parties
may be sincere in their beliefs, obviously both cannot be correct. Paul
was well aware that all his readers
in the church at Rome claimed to be
followers of Christ. Yet, they were
divided over the issue of eating meat
that had been offered to idols.
The apostle urged them to seethat
there was a deeper issue at stake.

by Richard
66
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As he openedhis discussionPaul
said, "Let every man be fully persuadedin his own mind" (Rom.14:5).
He raised five crucial questions.
Am I fully persuaded about
my beliefs? The Bible promisesus
that the "Spirit of truth" will guide

Whenwe shift our
beliefsfrom Scripture
to man-madetraditions,
we are in danger
of losingthe truth.

judgment-not for the purpose of attaining salvation. Everything we
have ever done for God will be
evaluated. Even our thoughts
and intentions will be revealed.
Every secret sin will be exposed.
Whatever will not stand the test of
His judgment will be consumed.All
the world will know us for what we
really are before God.
lVill my beliefs cause others to
stumble? The apostlePaul advised
that "no man put a stumblingblock
or an occasionto fall in his brother's
way" (Rom. 14:13).
Somepersonal beliefs and preferences may not be wrong in themselves,but they may causeothers to
stumble in their walk with God. We
may be free to do many things that
we ought not do ifthey causeothers
to stumble.
Are my beliefs of real and last'
ing importance? Paul reminded
the Roman Christians that the
"kingdom of God is not meat and
drink; but righteousness,and peace,
and joy in the Holy Ghost. . . . Let us
therefore follow after the things
which make for peace,and things
wherewith one may edify another"
(Rom. 14:17,l9).
We are to major on the essential
truths of God's Word and not becomesidetrackedarguing over personal preferences and peripheral
convictions that unnecessarily
divide the body of Christ.
How are we to deal with the fundamental doctrines of our faith?
Absolutely and without wavering!
But in matters of personal preference, with kindness and patient
understanding toward others.

us into "all truth" (John 16:13).
Thus, biblical truths are revealedby
God, written in Scripture, and illuminated to us by the Holy Spirit.
When we shift our beliefs from
Scripture to man-made traditions,
we are in danger of losing the truth.
Unless our beliefs are centered in
the Word of God, our faith is vain
and meaningless.We might as well
close the doors, mute the organ,
send the congregation home, and
turn out the lights!
Are my beliefs pleasing to the
Lord? In Romans 14:8PauI states,
"For whether we live, we live unto
the Lord." Christ must live through
us ifour lives are to attract others to
Him as they seeHim in us. Our lives
must back up our beliefs if our testimony is to have any real affect on the
unbelieving world. The whole issue
of integrity hinges on this matter.
Will my beliefs and practices
stand at the judgment seat of
Christ? All believers will one day
stand before the judgment seat of I Richard G. Lee is senior pastor
Christ to have our faithfulness of of Rehoboth Baptist Church in
service evaluated for reward or Atlanta, Georgia.
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down. Otherthan classes,I'ae
dedicatedtheselast two years to
freachingand frepaing sermons.
Tb be honest,there'snothing I
enjoymore than freaching.
"I choseLibertl becauseno
otherschoolhas the balanceof
Judeo-Christianethicsand high
standardsof quality that Liberty
has. Becausemyfather is
employed
full-time in the
ministry, I was also eligiblefor
the Liberty Pres'ifunt's
Scholarshif, which madethe
financial commitmentthat
tnuch easierto handle.
"I don't know what Godhas
phnned for myfuture, but
Liberty Uniaersityhas giaen me
a oisionof what I can do."
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Llnchburg, Virginia

Choose life.
Choose Liberty.
t-800-522-6225
SteueSmith, a seniorspeech
communications
majorfrom
Atlanta, Georgia,plans to enter
seminary.Hisfather,Dr. Bailey
Smith, is a formerpresidentof the
SouthernBaptistConuention.

GoodMorning,Friend.
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This Is Your Wake-Up CaIl . .
The promisedmorninq of
Chriit's return waits b"eyonda
shadowedhorizon.Daybreak
may onlv be hours awiv . . .
and the ilarkest hour oy'the
night is just before dawn.
It's time to
-throw back the covers,
-stoke the fire,
-light the lanterns,
-u,nd,chaseaway lingering
snaqows.

In ten stirring chapters
Chuck Swindoll calls for an
alert, wide-awake Church, readv
to rea-chout and grasp the
incredibleopportunitiesat the
closeof the 20th Centurv.
Through the pages of this book,
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hot only to
makea differehce,
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they're
toBEdifferent.
BookrsBN0_88070_304_0
TapeISBN0-88070'321-0
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Aaailableat your localbookstore
(in oregon 1-800-4s2-6994)
or caII 1-800-547-5890,

