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Who are “"Concerned Parties”?

The Conflict between Absolute and Relative
Definitions of “Concerned Parties”

This paper seeks to clarify who the concerned parties are with regard to
research. In an effort to answer that question, this paper examines the concept of
“concerned parties,” a topic of debate in various disciplines. The concept of “con-
cerned parties” is, in certain instances, the same for multiple disciplines. These in-
stances involve simultaneously and equally competing desires to define “concerned
parties” in absolute and relative terms. This conflict can be presented logically by
analyzing previous research in a cross-disciplinary manner. The first step is to
determine the issues arising from absolute and relative definitions of “concerned
parties.” The next step is to then discuss who “concerned parties” are in light of the
points raised in the preceding step.

This paper reached several conclusions. The first is that “concerned parties”
do not exist as actual entities. “Concerned parties” is a strategic concept defined for
research purposes. The concept falls under the category of what could be considered
methodology. This paper defines the concept of “concerned parties” as “a means in
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the form of ‘concerned parties’.
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