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Analysis of violent video characteristics: Effects of the expressive and contextual characteristics on
affective reactions

Shintaro YUKAWA (Faculty of Humanities, Tokyo Seitoku University)
Fujio YOSHIDA (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba)

The purpose of this study is to examine the effects of the expressive and contextual characteris-
tics of violent videos on affective reactions. Expressive characteristics are concerned with the way
by which violence is represented visually, and contextual characteristics are concerned with the
story in which violence happens. Fifty undergraduates (male = 24, female=26) evaluated their im-
pressions of 20 violent videos and rated their affective reactions to these videos. Two judges evalu-
ated each contextual characteristic. Results showed that although the expressive characteristics in-
fluenced viewers' affective reactions, the contextual characteristics did not. The effects of violent
videos on aggressive behavior were discussed from two perspectives, one associated with the affec-
tive effects of the expressive characteristics on hostile aggression and the other with the learning
effects of the contextual characteristics on imitative aggression.

Key words: media violence, expressive characteristics, contextual characteristics, affective reac-

tions
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